
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



l 
DOCUMENTS 

PRINTED BY ORDER OF 

THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

DURING ITS SESSION 

A. D. 1848. 

~ununta: 
WILLIAM T. JOHNSON, PRINTER TO THE STATE. 



TWENTY-EIGIITII LEGISLATURE. 

No. 2. SENATE. 

ANNUAL REPORT 
OP THE 

WARDEN OF THE STATE PRISON. 

To the Honorable Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislature assembled : 

IN obedience to the requirements of law, I herewith submit the 
following as the annual report of the Maine State Prison for the 
year ending April 30th, 1848. 

At the close of last year there were 70 convicts-received since, 

22-discharged by expiration of sentence, 21.-pardoned 2-re
moved to the insane hospital, 2-remaining number, 67. They 
are employed as follows, viz: 

In Lime Quarry, 7 IWheelrights, 
Shoemaking, 30 Hospital, 
Tailors, 3 In Solitary, 
Washing, 2 Waiters, 

Cooks, ~ 

Smith Shops, 6 Aggregate, • 

10 
3 
3 
1 

67 

It will be perceived that our number has decreased three during 

the year. None have died. The general health of the prisoners 

has been on an average better the past year than at any previous 

year since my connection with the prison. There are a number, 
however, so infirm or decrepit that they cannot earn but a mere trifle 

to the state, as they need more waiting upon than their. labor 

amounts to when able to work. 

Wm. T. Johnson, Printer to the State. 



SENATE-No. 2. 

It will be seen by the tables that three are in solitary-one of 
the number is, in conformity with the law of 1844, under sentence 
of death.. One who has a life sentence--a bad:, dangerous and 
exceedingly violent prisoner-it was thought for the safety of both 
officers and convicts, he should be secured. A third, (a colored 
man,) is also unsafe to have his liberty with the others. His term 
of sentence is nearly up, having been confined but a short time. 

These convicts are unproductive, as the cells which they occupy 
are common cells and not sufficiently large to labor in. The other 
convicts, with but few exceptions, conduct themselves in a be
coming manner. Their accommodations are good[ when they are 
well, and when sick they are taken as good care of as our circum ... 
stances will admit. 

I suggested to the legislature in a former report, the necessity of 
building a new hospital, so as to enable the sick to be better sit
uated and taken care of. The present hospital, though sufficiently 
large, cannot be as well ventilated as is desirable. I hope this 
matter will be taken into consideration by the present legislature. 

It also appears to me that there should be some suitable place 
erected for those convicts who are sentenced to solitary confine ... 
ment and hard labor agreeably to the law of 1844. There is now 
no suitable place for them, and they must of necessity occupy a 
common cell. This cell, though made comfortable, being well 
lighted and ventilated, is quite too small for labor, and sufficient 
exercise, which is ever necessary to health.. I would suggest the 
propriety of erecting this building sufficiently large, both for solitary 
rooms and a hospital. A portion of the west wing of the old 
prison still remains, which could be used as a fottndation for this 
building. 

I am aware that some persons will say that as the state prison is 
a continual drain upon the treasury, we should be cautious how we 
appropriate money for that institution. But:, gentlemen, do not the 
citizens of the State of Maine feel proud to support this institution 
at a small expense, when they know that this expense is wholly 
owing to its small number of convicts? It: must be apparent to 
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every individual that if our prison numbered as many as do·some 
in our sister states, it would yield a large revenue. But I am fully 
satisfied that the prison cannot support itself with so small a num
ber of convicts, and about one third of that number either waiters 
upon the others, sick or decrepit. These prisoners, though unfor
tunate, should atone for broken laws; yet while they are receiving 
the just punishment of their deserts, they should also be kindly 
treated and taken care ot: 

It will be perceived that it has cost more to carry on the prison 
this year than on some former years. This is attributable to various 
causes-one of which is the high prices of provisions of every kind 
during the last year. Also, since the erection of the new prison it 
requires nearly double the amount of fuel; but that we hope is 
made up in comfort to the convicts. Another reason is, that at the 
commencement of cold weather last fall, the prisoners were taken 

· from the quarry and put into the shoe shop, believing it would be 
more comfortable for them through. the winter and shield them from 
the storms. This, of course, did not yield much profit, as they 
could earn but little in that shop. 

We have also strengthened our forces by the addition of another 
guard, making in all four day guards. The rifle company attached 
to the prison, was disbanded several years since, and it is necessary 
for the safety of the prison to have as much force as we now have. 
An extra overseer was found necessary in the shoe shop as a large 
number of convicts work in that shop. The two overseers cut and 
fit the work for the convicts. 

After all these expenses the prison has a little more than sup
ported itself exclusive of officers' salaries. I think we shall not 
need any appropriation for this year in the ordinary expenses; but 
if the legislatur~ should authorize expenditures exceeding a thousand 
dollars, I think an appropriation would be needed. The prison 
falls short of paying all expenses, including officers' salaries, 
$4,138 26. 

In making my communication to the legislature last year, I 
thought and intended it for my last ; but at the request and earne!t 
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solicitation of many of my friends of both political parties, I have 
continued to discharge the duties of the office to the best of my 
abilities a little longer. 

If any considerable alterations should be made in the prison, I 
would suggest the propriety of sending a committee of the legisla
ture to see and say what should be done. 

In closing this report, I would refer you to the report of the 
inspectors for a more detailed account of the operations of the 
prison for the year, as they have at all times been faithful to their 
trust, critically watching the operations and advising: the warden as 
to the best methods to be pursued, which favors are gratefully re
ceived by me. 

For information in regard to the religious and moral condition of 
the prisoners, please see the chaplain's report, who has faithfully 
attended to his duties, as have also all the subordinate officers of 
the prison. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

BENJAMIN CARR, Warden. 



County. 

Lincoln, 
do. 
do. 

~ Washington, * Franklin, 
Washington, 
Penobscot, 
Cumberland, 

do. 
do. 

Washington, 
York, 
Lincoln, 
York, 
Penobscot, 
York, 
Cumberland, 
Oxford, 
Kennebec, 
Cumberland, 

do. 
Penobscot, 
Cumberland, 

do. 
Penobscot, 
Cumberland, 

do. 
PenoiJ3cot, 
Waldo, 
Cumberland, 
Somerset, 
Kennebec, 
Cumberland, 
Oxford, 
Cumberland, 
York, 
Cumberland, 
Lincoln, 
Cumberland, 

(Jonvicts in the State Pri8on, Atlril 30, 1S4S. 

Names. 

Akers, Nathaniel 
Alexander, James 
Ball, Benjamin 
Brannick, William 
Beals, Samuel 
Beckett, Robert 
Boyd, Wilmot H, 
Barnes, Lafayette 
Barnes, Samuel L. J. 
Brown, Herny 
Brownrig, John 
Bell, William 
Creemer, Israel 
Cole, Elisha 
Canney, Ezra 
Corlett, Thomas 
Clough, Leonard N. 
Clement, Wm. P. 
Coolidge, Valorus P. 
Dyer, Martha Ann 
Davis, James 
DeBoice, James 
Dwyer, Edward 
Davis, Thomas 
Douglass, Wm. S. 
Frost, James 
Gould, Selden C. 
Graffam, Oliver 
Green, Henry 
Garland, Angelo S. 
Hill, John 
Hilton, John 
Hayden, Hugh 
f-loughton, Ward H. 
Hamblet, Reuben B. 
Jordan, George W. 
Johnson, Joseph H. 
Kenza, Charles 
Kenney, George F. 

Sentence. I Crimes. 

---1----~------
I 

Life. ' Arson. 
5 years. I Lareeuy. 
4 do. do. 

Life. Burglary. 
2 years. I Polygamy. 
5 do. Burglary and Larceny. 
3 do. I Forgery. 
1 do. I Larceny. 

15 do. do. 
2 d~ d~ 
5 do. Attempt to poison. 
2 do. Laiccny. 

lO do. I Ar,on. 
5 do. I Pa~sing cc..interfrit money. 

Life. I l\lurdcr-secu11d degree. 
3 years. I Larceny. 
1 do. do. 
2 do. do. 

To be hanged. I Mmdcr. 
10 years. , Larceny. 

5 do. I do. 
3 do. rln. 
2 do. do. 
4 d~ d~ 
7 do. Incest. 
7 do. Larceny. 
5 do. do. 
3 do. Adulte1y. 
6 do. Larcenv and Arson. 
1 do. Larceny. 

Life. Arson. 
5 years. Larceny. 
2 do. do. 
2 do. do. 
5 do. do. 
2 do. do. 
2 do. do. 

10 do. Bmglary. 
5 do. Larceny. 

\Vhen committed. 

f:ept. 24, 1841. 
Oc.:tobcr 29, Hl44. 
J\larcl! 9, J847. 
August 1, ]84·?. 
June 25, 1846. 
March 14, 1847, 
July 15, J846. 
July 6, 1847. 
July G, 18-n. 
October 21, 1847. 
July 21, 1847. 
l\lnrch 1, J 848. 
Sept. 25, 1843. 
October 11, 1845. 
Nov'r 13, 1846. 
Nov'r 5, 1846. 
July G, 1847. 
Nov'r 20, 1847. 
l\larch 28, 1848. 
October 17, 1839. 
June 29, 1844. 
June 25, 1845. 
June 25, 1846. 
July 6, 1847. 
July 21, 1847. 
October 21, 1847. 
October 22, 1846. 
Dec'r 20, 1845. 
April I, 1844. 
July 6, 1847. 
June 25, 1842. 
August 27, 1814. 
March 26, 1347. 
June 25, 1846. 
July 6, 1847. 
N ov'r 5, 1846. 
October 21, 1847. 
Sept. 26, 1846. 
October 22, 1846. 

Place of Birth. I Age. I No. 
1

com .. 
-------

Gorham. \ 30 I 3 
North port. 40 I 2 
Boston. 44 1 4 
Ireland. 28 1 
York. 46 1 
Ireland. 22 l 
Virginia, 29 1 
Greenfield. 22 1 
Portland. 20 1 
\Vareham. 18 1 
Nova Scotia. 51 l 
Portland. 33 1 
Waldoboro'. 35 1 
Buxton. 41 1 
Tuftenhoro'. 42 1 
England. 40 1 
Lowell. 19 I 
Lanca~ter. 23 1 
Canton. 27 1 
Pittsfield. 38 1 
Portland. 18 3 
W ood,tock. 21 1 
Ireland. 26 2 
Massachusetts. 24 1 
8cotland. 48 1 
Portland. 18 1 
Wilton. 29 3 
Baldwin. 29 1 
Ireland. 19 1 
Lynn. 25 1 
England, 53 1 
Alna. 47 1 
Ireland. 25 2 
Paris. 21 2 
New Hampshire. 20 1 
Lebanon. 16 1 
Portland. 17 1 
New York. 30 4 
Halifax. 24 1 

t/). 
r-j 

> 
r-j 
t_:rj 

"'O 
~ 
lo-I 
rn. 
0 
~ 

01 



County. 

Penobscot, 
Kennebec, 
Cumberland, 

do. 
do. 
do. 

York, 
Vumberlanil, 

do. 
do. 

Lincoln, 
do. 

Penobscot, 
Washington. 
Lincoln, 
Waldo, 
Penobscot, 
Cumberland, 
Somerset, 
Cumberland, 
Kennebec, 
Cumberland, 
Oxford, 
Cumberland, 

do. · 
do. 
do. 

Penobscot, 

C,onvicts in tile State P1•ison, AJlril 30, lS4S---(C,ontinued.) 

Names. 

Leavett, Eliphalet 
Lander, Joseph 'I'. 
Leighton, Timothy 
Martin, Edward A. 
Murray, James 
Morse, Jerome B. 
Nutting, Charle~ P. 
Owen, Thomas, Jr. 
Pinkham, Nicholas 
Richardson, Oliver D. 
Richards, Nathan 
Richardson, Columbus 
Spencer, Isaac 
Sharkey, Thomas 
Smith, Robert 
Starr, Arthur 
Sawyer, Henry 
Storer, William H. 
Savage, Austin 
Thorn, Thomai!l 
Turner, Alexander G. 
Thompson1 Nathaniel R. 
Willis, Isaiah 
White, T.P.wi;;: 
Worthing, Ensign 
Williams, John D. 
Varney, John 
Varney, Richard 

Sentence. 

5 years. 
3 do. 
1 do. 

Life. 
5 years. 
1 do. 
2 do. 
5 do. 

Life. 
12 years. 

7 du. 
Life. 
Life. 
Life 
5 years. 
4 do. 
5 do. 
6 do. 
4 do. 

To he hanged. 
4 years. 

15 do. 
4 do. 
5 de. 
4 do. 
7 do. 
1 do. 

Life. 

Crime ·s. 

Larceny. 
do. 
do. 

Rape. 
Larceny. 
Passing counterfe 
Larceny. 

do. 
Rape. 
Larceny. 
Burglary. 
Larceny. 
Murdcr-commut 
Burglary. 
AdulteJy. 
Larceny. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

Murder. 
Larceny. 

do. 
Forgery. 
LarccJJy. 

do. 
do. 
do. 

·---------

it money. 

ed. 

!Uunler-sccond tlcgrce. 

I 

I 

When committed. 

October 26, 1843. 
January 2, 1847. 
July 6, 1847. 
Nov'r 27, 1846. 
March 29, 1846. 
May 8, 1847. 
Nov'r 5, 1846. 
l\fay 29, 1846. 
l\lay 2, 1846. 
July 1, 1843. 
Sept. 25, 1843. 
Sept. 26, 1846. 
Feb'y 21, 1836. 
August I, 1842. 
August 9, 1844. 
Aprill, 1844. 
Feb'y 19, 1846. 
October 22, 1846. 

l\lav 31. 1845. 
Jm1e 29, 1844. 
October 21, 1847. 
March 22, 1848. 
July 6, 1847. 
Dec'r 20, 1S4fi. 

Place of Birth. 

New Hampshire. 
Andover. 
Falmouth. 
Standish. 
Ireland. 
Haverhill. 
Lisbon. 
P01tland. 
Freeport. 
Otisfield. 
Wayne. 
Litchfield. 
Orono. 
Ireland. 

do. 
do. 

Saco. 
New Sharon. 

Portland. 
Corinth. 
Vienna. 
Lincoln. 

Age. No. 
com. 
--

31 I 
23 I 
43 I 
24 I 
23 I 
21 I 
25 I 
19 

I 
I 

60 I 
37 5 
27 3 
30 2 
21 I 
2-2 I 
23 I 
29 2 
38 2 
26 I 
27 I 
24 1 
20 I 
25 I ,,., 1 

1

1712 12 I 
24 l 
21 I 
""' I ;.,1 I 

O') 

Ul 
t_:rj 
~ 
> 
~ 
t_:rj 

k 
~ 

~ 
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Dr. The State Prison in account with the State of Maine. Cr. 

1847. I 
April 30. For stock and tools on hand, 

" officers' salaries, 

II 1848. 1 

17,0::>6 561 April 30,IBy stock and tools on hand, 
4,526 46 " cash rec'd from visitors, 

16,678 21 
127 12 

" paid convicts discharged, 
" fuel and lights, 
" clothing, 
" sundry incidental 

expenses, 
" team, 
" blacksmithing, 
" shoemaking, 
" building & repairs, 
" lime quarry, 
" wheelwrights, 
" subsistence, 

240 28 " " received of convicts 
701 531 bro't into prison, 
6t:,9 811 " " rec'd for fuel sold, 

"clothing, 
1,001 99i " sundries ch'd 

78.5 G9i' I ;; expense ac't 
2,380 9(i · " team, 
5,061 18 " bl'ksmithing, 

3:37 53 " shoemaking, 
5ii0 83: I " "lime quarry, 

l,f-t1 GGj ! " "wheelwr'hts, 
2,945 141, : " " " subsistence, 

___ I I ) " balance against, 

11 35 
2 00 

173 51 

233 35 
863 45 

3,051 14 
7,G94 33 
1,n:15 51 
2,995 04 

329 05 
4,l~l8 26 

I 
'1 

_$_37~,9_3_2_3_2_!!~--~~~~~~~~~~~8~932~12 

BENJAMIN CARR. 

LrncoLN, ss.-May, 1848. 

Personally appeared, Benjamin Carr, and made oath that the 
above account by him subscribed, is true to the best of bis knowl

edge and belief. 

BEFORE ME, GEORGE A. STARR, 
Justice of the Peace. 

Examined and compared with vouchers and found correct. 

BENJAMIN F. BUXTON,~ 
GEORGE A. STARR, Inspectors. 
STEPHEN BARROWS, 



Number of convicts, April 30th, 1847, 
Received since, 

Discharged on expiration of sentence, 
Pardoned, 
Removed to Insane Hospital, 
Remaining number, April 30, 1848, . 

Rape, 
Incest, 
Assault with intent to kill, 
Larceny, 
Arson, 
Burglary, 
Adultery, 

Convicts. 

70 ! Whole number received since July 2d, 1824, 
22 Discharged on expiration of sentence, • 687 

Pardoned, 141 
92 I Died, 27 

Escaped and not retaken, 7 
Removed to Insane Hospital, 2 

2 

21 
2 

67--
Present number, April 30, 1848, . 67 

92 

---·~-4111---
C1"i:n:ae§. 

2 Passing counterfeit money, 
1 Murder awaiting sentence of death, 
1 Murder in the second degree: 

43 Murder sentence commuted, 
3 Forgery 2, Polygamy 1, 
5 

2 Aggregate, 

m 

931 

'Cl} 
try 
~ 

9~1 > 
8 
~ 

·, 
z 
? 
p 

= 
2 
2 
2 
l 
3 

-
61 





STATE OF MAINJL 

IN SENATE, May 18, 1848. 

ORDERED, That 1,000 copies of the foregoing Report be printed 
for the use of the Legislature, 250 copies for the use of the Senate, 

and 50 copies for the use of the Warden. 

DANIEL 'T. PIKE., Secretary. 




