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THE joint stand'1ng committee on the Library, to which was re

ferred so much of the Governor's Message as relates to a "com
munication from Alexandre Vattemare in relation to the system of 
National exchanges proposed by him, letters from Henry Ledyard, 
president of the American Athemeum at Paris, and from the direc

tors, secretary and treasurer of the Museum of National History at 

Paris, together ,vith those communications,'' have had the same 

under consideration and ask leave to 

REPORT: 
That by the memorial of Alexandre Vattemare addressed to th::> 

Legislature of I 341, the attention of the authorities and of the peo
ple of l\fainc was first invited to the important subject of mutu::il 
literary and scientific exchanges with foreign countries. The obvi
ous advantages of the system proposed by Mr. Vattemare, for the 
establishment of which he had then devoted his time, energies and 
property for thirteen years, received the favorable consideration of 
the Legislature of 1841, and resolves were· passed by that body 
providing for the printing of fifty additional copies of each volume 
of laws, resolves, and public documents, for the purpose of exchange 
with foreign countries, and authorizing the Governor to transmit the 
same for exchange to the agents of foreign countries in the United 
States. In pursuance of the same laudable design the Legislature 

of 1 843 provided for the annual transmission of the laws, resolves, 

and Legislative documents of this State to the American Athenamm, 

an institution established at Paris, by citizens of the United States, 
for the purpose of collecting information in relation to the jurispru
dence, the state of society, and the institutions of America. 

The letter from Mr. Vattemare, now under consideration is ad· 



---- -- ~-----------

4 LITERARY EXCHANGES. 

dressed to the Governor of Maine, and dated Paris, Ocitober IO, 
1843. It is accompanied by a printed document, which he trans
mits in accordance with a resolution passed at a meeting of Ameri
can citizens in Paris, on the $27th of l\farch: 1843. This docu
ment contains an account of the proceedings of that meeting upon 
the subject of international literary exchanges, an address by Mr. 
Vattemare upon the literary exchanges recently made between 
France and the United States, reports made in the Chamber of 
Peers, and in the Chamber of Deputies, resolutions of the city 
Council of Paris, and various letters from ministers of France and 
other distinguished persons, which satisfy your committee that this 
system is rapidly advancing in public favor, and that it will ere Jong 
be universally regarded as an invaluable establishment for the accu
mulation and diffusion cf knowledge, Ly rendering accessible, at 
small expense, to every nation, the improvements and discoveries of 
other nations in art, science and every branch of useful kno\vledge. 
l\Ir. Vattemare s'.'lys, "the documents received from the Secretary 
of State were deposited by me, in the name of the State of I\faine, 
in the libraries of different public establishments of Paris: and in 
return our city corporation has voted unanimously its public docu
ments to the State, expres:,ing at the same time the lively sympathy 
of its members for the inhabitants of that State, as well as their 
earnest desire to see this brotherly jntercourse established forever 
between Paris and Maine." The minister of Commerce bas like
\vise transmitted to the ~tate a complete collection of commercial 
statistics of France. 

The principal purpose of the communication of Mr. Vattemare 
is to recommend to the State of Maine the appointment of an 
ngent for receiving, expediting and forwarding the objects of ex
change. In the same spirit of devotion to his great enterprize 
which has characterised his efforts for more than fifteen years, he 
proposes to act himself as the the agent of Maine, asking no com
pensation for his services, but reimbursement only for the charges 
of receiving, packing up, carriage, exportation and other necessary 
expenses. 

The letter of Henry Ledyard, president of the American .A.the~ 
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nreum, dated Paris, October 13, 1843, acknowledges the receipt of 
the documents transmitted to that institution, and in behalf of the 
directors expresses to the Legislature of Maine their grateful sense 
of the prompt and liberal manner in which their application has 
been met. 

The letter from the director, secretary and treasurer of the Mu-
, seum of Natural History, dated Paris, 18th May, 1843, acknowl

edge the receipt through Mr. Vattemare of three reports on the 
Geology of Maine, forwarded to him by this State, and expresses 
the thanks of the society to the authorities of. Maine. 

Your committee have examined the several papers submitted to 
them, with much intere,st, a_nd are fully ~f the opinion, that this 
useful system of exchanges deserves the continued attention of the 
United States and of the several States and institutions which have 
already engaged in establishing and perfecting it. They have evi
dence before them, that a large number of maps and books design
ed for the State of Maine, of vastly greater value to the State than 
the document~ for which they were sent in exchange, have as yet 
failed to reach om library,_ for want of such an agency as that pro
posed by Mr. Vattemare, and tbey re.comm.end the passage of the 
Resolves here·with submitted, authorizing the appointment of an 

- agent in the city of Pari:,, to execute the purposes of the existing 
Resolves of the State of Maine, to promote mutual literary and 
scientific exchanges with foreign countries. 

AH which is respectfully submitted. 
1'YILLIA1VI PAINE, per order. 
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STATE OF MAINE. 

IN SENATE, March :20, 1844. 

0RDER1m, That 300 copies of the foregoing Report, be printed 

for the use of the L0gislaiture .. 

JERE HASKELL, Secretary. 




