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S1"'1t'I'E OF MAINE. 

! N THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 

FC!llTY-THREE. 

1\.N A CT' to promote the usefulness of Common Schools. 

Be it enacted by the Swatc and I-louse of Representa-

2 tives in Legislature assembled-as follows : 

SECTION 1. The governor and council are hereby 

~~ authorized to appoint thirteen school commissioners, 

~; one from each county in the State. 

SEc. 2. It shall be the duty of each conumss10ner 

~~ during the year to visit every town and city in the 

~; county for which he is appointed and as many of tlfe 

4! districts in each town while the schools are in actual 

5 operation as he can consistently with tho provisions of 

G this uct,-to address the people in each town by pub-

7 lie lectures or otherwise, upon rnbjects connected di

~~: rectly with common school education-to collect and 

!) disseminate information with regard to the location, 

10 construction, ventilating, and warming of school hou-

11 ses: to consult with school comn1ittees and other 

12'. friends of education, upon the Lest and cheapest 

1 S method of introducing and preserving a good and 

141 uniform system of text books : to consider the practi-
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1S cability and expediency of school district libraries: to 

16 obtain and diffuse facts in reference to "Normal E.:chools?" 

17 or seminaries for the special purpose of qualifying 

18 teachers, for their duties: to enquire into the expediency 

19 of having school teaching become a permancntoccupa

'.20 tion, rnther than a mere incidental ernploymcnt; to 

?.Z I investigate the utility of organizing a bigh school in 

22 each town for the more advanced scholars of the sev-

23 eral districts : to collect and inculcate information 

2i upon the most humane and efficient rnethod or gov-
25 erning and disciplining schools: to encourage the 

;26 most successful and approved modes of imparting 

27 instruction : to confer with commifroc~, and tcach-

28 ern, upon the probable tendencies of th'3 various 

29 motives presented to scholars as incentives to action: 

;30 to procure and impal't information in refo.;:cnce to the 

31 improvement now being made in the" common school 

3;! system" in this and other countries : to discuss tho 

33 utility of patronizing and disseminating periodicals 

34 and other books, devoted to general educr1tion : to 

35 call the attention of teachers and others to tl.~c benefits 

36 that might result from county conventions and asso-

37 ciutions : to recommend such other moans, us will be 

38 most likely to awaken the public mind to th'.J best in-

39 terests of our common schools: and to make a full 

4,0 and specific report to the secretary of State duriug 

41 tho month of January, annually. 

SEc. 3. It shall be the duty of the secretary of State 

2 to make an abstract of such statistical information, 
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3 and such extract3 from the commissioners reports as 

-'1, the governor 2n<l council may deem advisable: to 

:J cause the 1:~:1~10 to be printed, and a copy ~ent to each 

6 ;3chool disbct in the Stv.te. 

SEc .. l,, E:1-:::L cor:1mis3ioner shall be paid for his 
O ssrv1ces out of th·:::: rnonev accruinr: from the bank 

., c'.) 

;} tax; a sum net e:Icccding tYrn dolb.rs per day for his 
' . l ' l' (_' l . .d ,J 

0 i1 rnrv1cesj c.nc. ot10 do 1ar :i.or ms expen5es : provi · eu 

.J howct·cr, th~ct no commissioner shRll bo paid for a 
·(
1 

.... ) ff"8"1"Dl' n:a··,,'1~ 0 '·' Qi" •1;1,T(' +J~~'l tl)a Ill1 ¥';)he:' of ... LO"'Ilc< c:/ \.,Lt,\... .l.lU.l.~-·-·v~ '- '- ~Jo l.dLl,l --"-' l ctLU .,. < ,1 ::;) 

7 which he c-'..ctuo.lly visits in the disclmrge of the dutie~ 

g of his commi.ssion. 

• 



OF fvlilINE. 

Bor.:sE OF REPRESENTATIVES, l 
February 18, 1843. S 

I-'aid on tlic table, and :JOO copies ordered to be printed fm tbe 

use of tbc L2gis1ature. 

Wr.r. T. JOHNSON, Clerk. 




