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STATE OF MAINE. 

AnrnTANT GESERAL's OFFICE, l 
Jlugusta, December 31, 1 S:39. ~ 

His Excellency JuHN FAIRFIELD, Governor and Com­
mander-in- Chief: 

DEAR Sm:-1 have the honor of making herewith the 
General Inspection Return of the Militia of the State, for 
the year 1839. A duplicate thereof will be made to the 
President of the United States. 

The number of the Militia, as nppears by this return, is 
forty-five thousand six hundred and thirty-three, being an 
increase from the return of 1838, of one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty-two, and a larger number than ever 
before returned. • The military force is composed of the following corps, 
viz: 

Cavalry, one thousand six ht•dred and twenty-
two, 1,622 

Artillery, two thousand one hundred and thirty-
th ree, 2, 133 

Infantry, thirty-five thousand one hundred and 
fifteen, 35,115 

Light Infantry. four thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, 4,866 

Riflemen, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-seven, 1,897 

Aggregate, 45,633 
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The number of C'dinpanies returned this yenr is the 
same as in J 838, and forty-seven more tba.n 1837. '.Fhe 
following Regiments, Battalion and Company were nbt 
returned up to the first day of November, viz: 

1st Regiment of Infantry/ 2d Brigade, Jst Division, 
Regiment of Cavalry, 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 
~d Regiment of In,fantry, 2d Brigade, 4th Division, 
tst Regiment of lrifantry, lsfBrigadc, 5th rnt\sion, 
Battalion of Artillery, 1st Brigade, 6th Division, 
Company of Cavalry, 2d Brigade, 6th Division, 
2d Regiment of Infantry, 2d Brigade, 7th Division. 
Number of Companies returned this year, ·, 533 
Number not returned, 159 

Whole number of Companies, May 1, 1839, 692 
Of the Companies· not returned this year, seven,ty,.-seven, 

or about one half, were' returned. in "t 838, and. the others 
in previous years, as stated in the table annexed. 

Annual Brigade Returns have been received this year 
from all of the Brigades, and an abstract return of the 
Inspection by the Brigade Majors, is annexed to this 
report. By this inspection it will be perceived, that of 
the forty-five thousand .six hundred and thirty-three, 
including officers, enrolled in the Militia, only twenty-two 
thousand six hundred and fifty-nine were actually in the 
field, performing duty at the annual inspection by, Regi· 
men ts. 

Twenty-two new Companies have11 hMn ordered to be 
organized during the past year; viz: 

Artillery, one company, 1 
Infantry, seven " 7 
Light Infantry, six·· '' 6 
Riflemen, eight " · 8 

Total, 22 
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Nine Companies have been disbanded, viz: 
Infantry, one company, . 1 
Light Infantry, st:ven, " 7 

Riflemen, one " I 

Total, 9 
Ten hundred and twenty-three officers have been com­

msioned the past year, and five hundred and fifty have 
been discharged. 

There have been only one General and two Division 
Courts Martial held this year, and five officers only have 
been tried, all of whom were found guilty of charges pre- , 
ferred. Three were dismissed the service and two were 
reprimanded in orders. Fines were imposed to the 
amount of thirty-five dollars, and orders have been issued 
to the Division Advocate for the collection thereof. The 
pay roJJs of the cost of these Courts will be presented to 
the Legislature for examination and allowance. 

The following appropriations for military purposes were 
made by the last Legislature, and for the expenditure 
thereof the Acting Quartermaster General was made 
accountable, viz: 

For the erection of a gun house in Garland, 
For the erection of a gun house in Lincoln, 

250 00 
.250 00 

For the erection of a gun house in Frankfort, 300 00 
For the erection of a gun house in Phillips, 200 00 
For the erection of a gun house in Warren, 250 00 
For repair of the gun house in "furner, 
For repair of the gun house in Boothbay, 
For repair of the gun house in Farmington, 
For finishing the gun house in Bowdoinham, 
For finishing the Arsenal in Bangor, 
For repair of tlte Arsenal in Portland, 
For alteration and repair of Artillery, 

I* 

200 00 
60 00 

100 00 
87 92 

500 00 
600 00 
900 00 
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For transportation and laboratory stores, · · 300 · 00 
For musical instruments and colors, '. 700 00 
For labor in taking care of military property 

in the Arsenals, ' 300 00 
For removing military property from Portland 

to Bangor, 200 00 
For harnesses, tumbrils and apparayis for new 

companies of Artillery in B~wdoinham, 
Frankfort, Garland and Phillips, 1000 00 

And there were appropriations in 1836 and 1837, 
For the erection of a gun house in Bangor, 400 00 
Gun houses have been erected in Garland, Lincoln and 

Bangor, and repairs made on the one in Farmington, for 
the appropriations respectively; and Agents have been 
appointed to superintend the erection of those in Frank­
fort, Phillips and Warren, and for the repair and finish of 
those in Turner, Boothbay and Bowdoinham. 

A large part of the sum appropriated for finishing the 
Arsenal at Bangor has been expended, and the balance, 
together with a further sum will be required to complete 
the buildings and fences. Over five hundred dollars of 
the amount assigned for repair of the Portland Arsenal, 
has been expended for that purpose, and a further sum 
will be necessary to rebuild the fence round the lot. The 
appropriation for alteration and repair of Artillery has 
been expended on the carriages and apparatus belonging 
to companies in York, Freeport and Turner ; and from the 
state of decay in which this property was found to be, an 
unusual amount of repairs was necessary to render it ser­
viceable. The expenditure on this account has exceeded 
the appropriation more than two hundred dol1ars. 

A small balance remains of the sum appropriated for 
transportation. The sum assigned for ptirchase of musi-
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cal instruments and colors has been expended. A balance 
remains unexpended of the appropriations for repair of 
arms and for removing military property from Portland to 
Bangor, but it will be wanted the ensuing year. Of the 
appropriation for equipping new companies of Artillery, 
the sum of five hundred and thirty four do11ars has been 
expended, leaving four hundred and sixty six dollars, 
which will be sufficient to equip two new companies now 
organized in the towns of Orland and Limcri~k, and which 
have not been armed. 

Pursuant to a Resolve of the Legislature passed March 
2, 1839, I have caused the State's gun house in Castine, 
together with the lot on which it stood, to be sold at public 
auction, and the net proceeds thereof has· been paid into 
the Treasury. 

Accounts of all the expenditures beforcmentioned, have 
been audited and settled by the Governor and Council. 

The following appropriations for military purposes are 
deemed necessary for the ensuing year,,viz: 

For alteration and repair of Artillery, 900 00 
For transportation and laboratory st0res, 300 00 
For musical instruments and colors, 700 00 
For erecting a magazine, shed and fences at 

the Bangor Arsenal, and for purchase of a 
small piece of land adjoining the Arsenal 
lot, in addition to the unexpended .balance, 1,:i200 00 

For the erection of a gun house in Orland, 250 00 
For the erection of a gun house in Limerick, 250 00 
For the purchase of books of instruction for 

the use of officers of the Militia, 2,000 00 
The Arsenal at Bangor having been so far completed as 

to answer for use, I have caused a portion of the military 
property to be placed therein. I have several times 



8 ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

visited the Arsenals at Portland, Bangor and Bath, and find 
that proper care has been taken of the public property. 
The present and late military store-keepers at Portland 
have faithfully performed all the service required of them, 
and the keeper of the Bangor Arsenal has faithfully dis­
charged his duty. An inventory of all the military property 
of the State is annexed to this report. 

The amount of the State's proportion of the annual 
appropriation by Congress for arming the Militia, under 
the Actof 1808, for the years 1837 anrl 1838, is twelve 
thousand and seventy eight dollars. This amount, together 
with the sum of five thousand eight hundred and sixty 
nine dollars of the State's proportion for the year I 839, I 
have received from the War Department of the United 
States by your order, in brass six pounder field artillery, 
with their carriages and apparatus complete; being in 
value seventeen thousand nine hundred_ and forty seven 
dollars. 
· The field -tents which ht1d been delivered to the volun­

teer companies, under Resolve of the Legislature of 1836, 
were called in by general orders of February 21, 1839, 
and they were in most cases returned. A small number 
have beeo lost, or· are not accounted for. 

There is, in many parts of the State, much dissatisfac­
tion with the present Militia Law. There can be no doubt 
that the present laws are not in accordance with public sen­
timent, and it is a subject of deep regret that Congress has 
not made such changes in the general Militia Laws, as the 
present condition of the country and popular opinion 
seem to demand. It has generally been supposed that the 
State could do nothing materially to improve the Militia 
system, until the National Government should have made a 
thorough revision of the laws, and adopted such alterations 
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as are required by the condition of society at the present 
time. Although action by Congress is highly desirable, and 
demanded by the public voice from almost every quarter, 
yet the difliculties in arranging a system which will meet 
the ar,probation of the public or of a majority in our 
National Legislature, are so great, it is perhaps not to be 
expected that anything effectual will soon be done to 
improve our present militia laws by the general govern­
ment, although a strong appeal is annually made to 
Congress by the President and Secretary of War, as well 
a~ by many of the States through their Legislatures or 
Executive. But I am of opinion that our State could do 
much to equalize the burden, as well as to improve the 
system, even under the present laws of Congress. 

The objections to the present system are generally, as 
I apprehend, that too large a portion of the citizens 
are enrolled, and that those of whom military service is 
required, are not remunerated for the expense to which 
they are liable in arming themselves, and for their time 
devoted to the public in the performance of military duty. 
These were the objections brought against the present 
laws by the members of a respectable Military Convention 
which assembled at the Capitol in June last, and in which 
I fully concur. I believe the public generalJy are satis­
fied, that it is not necessary to enrol, arm, and instruct in 
military knowledge, so great a portion of our population 
as is embraced between the ages of eighteen and forty­
five; and although a State may not have a"right to alter 
the law with regard to the enrolment, yet she can excuse 
from arming and exempt from the performance of military 
duty, such portion of her citizens as she may deem proper. 
If, therefore, the Legislature should exempt all under the 
age of twenty-one years, and all over the age of thirty, 
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the objection that too great a number nre required to do 
military duty would be obviated. The number which 
would remain subject to the performance of duty would 
probably h'e amply sufficient for every purpose for which 
we should ever want a miHtary force, and the duty would 
then be performed by a class of men better qualified 
for the service, and a class who generally have more 
taste or inclination for a military life than any other. 
This course would relieve all minors, ( or their par~ms or 
masters) from the expense of arming themselves, and from 
the expenditure of time in the performance of duty. In 
case this class of our population should not be sufficiently 
numerous to answer the demand for military service, which 
could never happen except in time of war, those above 
the age of thirty could be called to the field, and as they 
would have been instructed until they arrived to the age 
of thirty, they would be every way qualified to discharge 
the duty of soldiers, a1though exen,,pt from the perform­
ance of such service at parades and meetings for instruc­
tion after they arrived to that age. I 'have before 
suggested this in my annual communications to the Exec­
utive, and it was also mentioned by the intelligent officer 
who held the situation of Adjutant General the last year. 
Should the Legislature adopt this course, and in addition, 
encourage volunteer companies by accepting seven years 
duty of members of such corps, at any period after they 
arrive at the age of eighteen years, I am con-vinced fhat 
the objection as to the number of whom military duty is 
required in time of peace, would be obviated in such 
manner as to give general satisfaction. 

With regard to the compensation for :the ex·pense of 
arming and for time devoted to military dnty, great diver­
sity of opinion exists. Many object to any remuneration 
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being made to the soldier, on the ground that all have 
hitherto performed the service, and to make the burden 
equal, all should hereafter do the same. rrhis to my mind 
is not just to those who are now required to perform 
military duty. If duty has been required of persons 
enrolled in the militia in former times, without allowing 
them an equivalent, it does not, as it appears to me, afford 
sufficient reason to adopt or continue a like injustice to 
those of whom service is now required. The principle 
that the expense of government ought to be paid by the 
citizens equally in proportion to their several ability, 
should, as it strikes my mind, extend to the preparation 
for military protection, as weH as to any other service. 
But those who contend that the expense attending our 
militia should be remunerated by the State, differ as to 
the manner in which it shall be paid. Many are of opin· 
ion that the arms should be furnished by the State. It 
appears to me this is not the best way. Should the arms 
be furnished at the public expense, the probability is that 
in a very short time they would be rendered useless from 
want of proper care, ns it is usual for. people to pay less 
regard to property furnished in that way than to that pur· 
chased by themselves. Again, those enrolled in the 
militia, many of them, are frequently changing their resi­
dence from one part of the State to another, and some 
lea\"e the State every year. Some are .leaving the ranks 
from their age, and others are arriving at the period to be 
enrolled. The constant change, and the rapid deprecia­
tion in the value of the arms, from the causes stated, 
would, in my opinion, render it much mote expensive to 
arm the militia at the public charge, than it would be for 
each person to furnish himself. It has been suggested, 
that by having an arsenal for each Company in which to 
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deposit the arms, the evils before named could· be pre­
vented, as the commanding officers of companies, or the 
towns, could be made accountable for their safety and 
preservation from injury. This would probably preserve 
the arms, but it would wholly change the character of our 
military establishment, and defeat the object intended by 
its creation. Our militia should be composed of citizens 
of the soil, with arms constantly in their possession, or 
under their immediate control; and it is also desirable that 
they should be in the habit of their frequent use, in order 
to enable them to acquire the necessary skill in their man­
agement. But if the arms should be stored in an arsenal, 
and the soldier permitted their use only on days of 
military instruction, our militia would cease to be the 
independent yeomanry of a free republic, and become 
Jittle better than the serfs and hirelings of despotic 
Europe. 

But the soldier should be compensated for the expense 
of equipping himself, and he should receive yearly from 
the State a sum sufficient to remunerate him. He would 
then have his arms constantly in his possession, take 
proper care to preserve them-would frequently and 
habitually use them in the various forms of sport, and be 
at a11 times prepared to defend his country from invasion 
or to enforce the laws of the land ; receiving from the 
public a just compensation for the expense incurred in 
preparing himself to render the necessary protection to 
the State. 

It appears to me that the soldier should also receive 
compensation in some form, and to a reasonable extent, 
for the time he necessarily devotes to the public in obtain­
ing milita~y instruction. I think it would he doing no 
more thin justice to those of whom military duty is re-



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 13 

quired, to allow them some equivalent, either by way of 
remission of other burdens, or by compensation in a more 
direct form, on condition that the duty is faithfully per­
formed. 

By the return of the Brigade Majors this year, it appears 
that less than twenty-three thousand men appeared and 
performed duty at the annual reviews, although all be­
tween the ages of eighteen and thirty-five are required to 
perform this service. Should those only between the 
ages of twenty-one and thirty be obliged to do duty, the 
number would probably be from twelve to fifteen thousand. 

In this connexion it may be remarked, that in order to 
render our militia effective, some further measures should 
be adopted for their instruction. If competent instructors 
should be furnished for the officers, and the troops re­
quired to perform duty, several days in succession annually, 
our militia would soon arrive to such state of discipline as 
would render it adequate to the discharge of every duty 
which our country mightever require. 

By a Resolve of the Legislature of March .23, 18~9, the 
sum of two thousand dollars was allowed for the purpose 
of procuring books of instruction in military tactics, for 
the use of the officers of the militia ; but as no provision 
therefor was made by any appropriation Act, no expendi­
ture could he made, and consequently this department has 
been unable to furnish officers with such books the last 
year. 

At the several reviews which I have witnessed the past 
year, and which were in the Second, Third, Fourth und 
Fifth Divisions, the appearance of the troops was hig-h]y 
creditable to both officers and men ; and although the 
expense incurred by the militia under the present &ystem 
is deemed by them unequal and unjust, it is believed that 

2 
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the service has generally been performed, and thnt such 
knowledge has been acquired as would be highly valuable 
should they be called upon to enforce the Jaws or protect 
the soil of our State. 

At most of the reviews which I have attended, I wit­
nessed personally the inspection of th'- troops, and it 
appeared that this duty was faithfully p€rformed by the 
several Brigade Majors. 

The Land Agent, while in the performance of duty re­
quired of him by a Resolve of the Legislature of January 
24, 18:39, directing an arrest of trespassers on the public 
)ands, having been seized and transported beyond the 
]imits of the State, by persons claiming to act under 
authority of the government of the province of New 
Brunswick; a letter having been received by you from Sir 
John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of that Province, dated 
February 13, 1839, requesting a recall of the civil force 
on the Aroostook, and notifying the Executive that mili­
tary force would be used to support the authority and 
enforce the jurisdiction of Great Britain over the territory, 
iJ case the request should not be complied with by Maine; 
and the proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor afore­
f-laid, of that date, threatening the State with military 
i.ivasion unless the civil force sent to protect the public 
property should be recalled, nl~o having been received, 
you issued a General Order dated February 16, 1839, 
directing a detachment of one thousand men to be made 
from the third Division, with instractions to proceed with­
out delay to the Aroostook country, and give the civil 
f nee there such aid as would enable it to carry into effect 
the object contemplated by the Resolve aforesaid. This 
orde; was promptly obeyed, and the troops assembled at 
Bangor and Lincoln on the twenty-first of February; and 
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ns ·soon 'tis the necessnry nrrangements were completed, 
took up their march for the Aroostook, under command of 
Major General Hodsdon. 

A General Order issued February 19, 1839, directing a 
detachment of ten thousand three hundred and forty, three 
officers} non-d~nmissioned officers and privates, to be 
made by draft from the several Divisions, who should hold 
themselves in readiness for an immediate call into the 
service of the State. 

The Legislature by Resolve of February 20, 1839, 
directed a military force to be stationed on the Aroostook 
River, west of the east line of the State, and also on the 
St. John if found practicable, at such points as might be 
best adapted to prevent depredations on the public lands, 
and to preserve the timber already cut by trespassers and 
to prevent its removal out of the State. The sum of eight 
hundred thousand dollars was appropriated to carry the 
Resolve aforesaid into effect. In pursuance thereof a 
General Order issued on the twenty-second day of Febru­
ary, calling into service the draft made from the first 
Brigade of the second Division in obedience to orders of 
February 19th, being in numbe1· eight hundred and sixty 
four, including officers. This detachment assembled at 
Augusta on the twenty-fifth day of February, and as soon 
as properly organized, proceeded under command of Brig­
adier General Bachelder, to join the command of General 
Hodsdon on the Aroostook. 

General Hodsdon was directed by instructions dated 
February 25th, to establish military posts with the force 
under his command, at several specified points on the 
Aroostook, and also on the Saint John, if, on a careful 
and thorough examination, he might deem it practicable. 
He wns also instructed to protect the soil of the State 
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from all encroachment by armed men, whether in the fiirm 
of plunderers of the public domain, or the organized mil­
itary array of any foreign power. And he was charged'to 
maintain the integrity of the territory of the 'State, up to 
the Jine as established by the treatY' of 1783~ and to per­
mit no military or other force to infringe u1fon the soil of 
Maine. 

The detachment from the third Division, organized i'nto 
one company of Cavalry, one compnny of Artillery, four 
companies of Light Infantry, four companies of Riflemen 
and four companies of Infantry, and numbering, including 
all officers, one thousand and sixty nine, proceeded by way 
of Houlton, to the Aroostook country, where except the 
Cavalry and a force left at the Presque Isle of the Saint 
John, the several companies arrived from the eighth to the 
sixteenth of March. Two companies were left on ;the 
Presque Isle of the Saint John, under command ~f Lieu­
tenant Colonel Cummings, to guard a defile necessary to 
be passed near the mouth of the river. This post is twenty­
five miles north of Houlton, on the Bridgewater Academy 
grant, and a little south of Mars' Hill. It is within a few 
rods of the east line of the State, and a hill a short dis­
tance from the camp was occupied by the sentinels both 
of our troops and of the troops of New Brunswick. 'fhe 
companies stationed here erected camps for their own 
accommodation. 

A military post was established near the mouth of the 
Presque Isle of the Aroostook, fifty miles north of Houlton, 
on letter G, second Range. Three companies of the 
detachment from the second Division, were soon after 
ordered to this post, which, with two companies left from 
the third Division, were placed under command of Major 
Wood. They at first occupied camps which h~d been 
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erected by the acting Land Agent, an<l afterwards they 
prepared others more suitable for their use. 

The remainder of the detachment from the third Divis­
ion with the exception of one company, and including the 
Artillery, proceeded to Fort Fairfield, on the Aroostook, 
near the eastt- line of the State, on letter D, first Range, 
sixty-two miles north from Houlton by the route taken, 
where temporary works had been throw up by the acting 
Land Agent, and where others were erected by the troops. 
The Fort here was furnished with two six and two four 
pounder field artillery. One company to guard a depot 
of provisions, was stationed at Fairbanks', at the west ter­
mination of the present road leading from Fort Fairfield 
to the Presque Isle of the Aroostook, on letter F, second 
Range, two miles from the post at the mouth of the last 
named river, and fourteen by way of the Aroostook and 
the mouth of the Presque Isle, from Fort Fairfield. A line 
of videttes was established with the Cavalry, from Bangor 
to Houlton, and from Mattawamkeag Point to town­
ship number Ten on the Aroostook road, which, in 
connexion with the mail and expresses from Bangor to 
Augusta, furnished daily and the most rapid communica­
tion between the Executive and the several detachments 
of the army. 

The detachment from the second Division, composed of 
one company of Artillery, one company of Light Infantry, 
one company of Riflemen, and nine companies of Infantry, 
proceeded by way of Bangor and the Aroostook road, 
to township number Ten on that road at the junction of 
the St. Croix and Aroostook rivers, where it arrived on the 
fifteenth and sixteenth days of March, and occupied tem­
porary works which had been erected by the Land Agent's 
force. The Artillery: which remained at this post, were 

2~ 
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furnished with two four pounder field O·rdnance. This 
post is one hundred and th.irty miles northerly from Bangor, 
and fifty-two by way Qf the Aroostook river west south 
west from Fort Fairfield. The troops immediate.Jy pro­
ceeded to erect suitable ·camps and other necessary .. build­
ings. 

The proclamation ,of the Lieutenant Governor of"New 
Brunswick, before re for.red to, having directed a cir.aft from 
the militia of that Province from the County of Carleton, 
to be held in readiness for actual ser,vice, it was deemed 
proper to station a small force on our eastern border, to 
observe the movements of the militia of that portion of 
the Province. Orders therefore issued February twenty­
second, for calling into the service, from the seventh Di­
vision, four companies of Infantry and one company of 
Light Infantry, numbering with the officers three hundred 
and sixty-nine. This force assembled at Calais on the 
third and sixth days of March, and was comfortably quar­
tered in that town. Major General Foster was placed in 
command of this post, with instructions to resist any attack 
which might be made by a military force from any foreign 
power, and to protect the eastern frontier as far north as 
the head waters of the St. Croix; and with discretionary 
authority to call into service an additional number of 
trnops from his Division, should he have good reason to 
apprehend an attack from such superior force as might, in 
his opinion, justify a further call. He was also particu­
larly charged to suffer no act of aggression to be commit­
ted against any foreign power by any part of the military 
force of the Division under his command. 

A letter having been received by you from Sir John 
Harvey, dated February 18, 1839, in which he demanded 
an immediate withdrawal of the armed civil force then on 
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t · the Aroostook, and threatening to take military possession 
of the territory, unless the demand was complied with, 
and rumors of the arrival of Dritish troops into the Prov­
ince of New Brunswick from the West Indies, as we1l as 
the march of a Regiment from Canada towards our north­
eastern frontier, rendered it expedient in the opinion of 
the Executive to order an additional force to that border. 
Consequ.entlrGeneral Orders issued on the twenty-seventh 
of February and oµ the first of March, calling into the 
public· service fr-Om the fifth Division, two companies of 
Light Infantry and one company of Riflemen; and from 
the sixth Division, one company of Artillery, one company 
of Light Infantry, one company of Riflemen., and eight 
companies of Infantry, numbering, including -officers, ten 
hundred and thirty-seven. These troops rendezvoused at 
Augusta on the sixth and seventh of March, where they 
remained in quarters until discharged. These orders also 
directed a detachment to rendezvous at Skowhegan on the 
twelfth of March, of one company of Artillery, one com­
pany of Light Infantry, and eight companies of Infantry, 
numbering, including officers, seven hundred and forty­
three. The orders however, for the detachment from the 
eighth Division to rendezvous, were -countermanded by 
orders of March eighth. 

No attempt was made from the Province of New Bruns­
wick, to enforce the jurisdiction of Great Britain over the 
territory of the Aroostook, or to disturb the military pos­
session by the troop~ of Maine. On the twenty-third day 
of March, the Legislature resolved, that whenever the 
Governor should be fully satisfied, either by the declaration 
of the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, of other­
wise, that he had abandoned all intention of occupying 
the disputecl territory with a military force, and of attempt-
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ing the expulsion of those acting under the authority of 
Maine, that then, the exigency which called forth the 
militia having ceased, the Governor should be authorized 
to withdraw the troops, leaving the Land Agent with a 
sufficient posse, armed or unarmed, as the case might re­
quire, to carry into effect the Resolve of January twenty­
fourth. 

Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of New Bruns­
wick, on the twenty-third day of March, concurred in a 
proposition made by Major General Scott, whereby he 
declared that it was not his intention, without new instruc­
tions from his government, to seek to take military posses­
sion of the disputed territory, or to seek by military force 
to expel therefrom the armed civil posse or the troops of 
Maine. Having received the beforenamcd declaration of 
Sir John Harvey, on the twenty-fifth day of .March, the 
exigency for calling the military force into the service of 
the State having ceased, and in pursuance of the author­
ity given by the Resolve of March twenty-third, before­
mentioned, you directed, by Genernl Orders of March 
twenty-fifth, that the troops on the northeastern frontier 
should make immediate preparation for their return from 
the Aroostook; and as soon thereafter as a suitable civil 
force should be organized under the Land Agent to enable 
him to protect the timber and other public property, to 
return to the City of Bangor, there to be discharged. On 
the same day orders were issued for the discharge of the 
troops stationed at Augusta, and they were accordingly 
discharged and paid on the twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth days of March. On the 
thirtieth of March orders issued directing one company 
of Light Infantry, one company of Riflemen, and two 

companies of Infantry to remain on the Aroosti'bok waters, 
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until a sufficient civil force for the protection of the pub­
lic property should arrive under the Land Age:nt; and 
that the military force, except the four companies named, 
should immediately return to Bangor. 

On the fourth of April General Orders issued for the 
discharge of the C'Ompanies stationed at Calais, and they 
were discharged and paid on the fifth. 

On the eighth of April the two companies of Infantry 
left on the northeastern frontier, were ordered to return 
to Bangor. 

The troops, with the exception of the two Light Corn­
panies left at the Aroostook, arrived at Bangor without 
delay, and the several companies were discharged and 
paid from the thirteenth to the twenty-sixth of April. 

The company of Light Infantry and the company of 
Riflemen, left at the Aroostook, having been relieved by 
the civil force under the Land Agent, returned to Bangor, 
where they arrived on the tenth day of May, and were 
discharged and paid on the eleventh and thirteenth days 
of that month. 

The troops called into the public service at the several 
times beforementioned, numbered, including officers, three 
thousand three hundred and thirty-nine, and they were in 

• service different periods, from twenty-one days, to two 
months and twenty-five days. 

The amount paid by me as acting Quarter Master Gen­
eral and as acting Pay Master General, for the military 
expenses under the Resolves of February twentieth, up 
to the twentieth day of December instant, including the 
purchases by James L. Child, Esquire, in Boston, is two 
hundred twenty six thousand seven hundred sixty-three 
dollars and thirty-five cents. There are a few soldiers yet 
unpaid, and there are some other claims not yet settled, 
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which will be paid at this ofli::e when presen!ed. A large 
number of towns have accounts for transportation, pro\'is­
ions, and camp equippagc, furnished the troops when 
ordered into service, which must be presented to the Legis­
lature. 

Officers who were ordered to call the several drafts into 
service, including those who were detailed for public 
duty, have performed many arduous and important services, 
in preparing the detachments for the field, and for which 
they have received no compensation. There being no 
allowance fixed by law for this se:vice, and ns in most 
cases I could have no personal knmvledge of the amount 
or value of the duty performed, I have declined paying 
these bills in the few cases which have been presented, 
but have advised the persons interested ·to ,a,ply to the 
Legislature, believing that an examination by -a special 
committee would be more satisfactory to ·the ,officers as 
well as to the Legislature, than a settlement of them at 
this office. In addition to those claims, aH officers in the 
State have been called upon for eAtraordina-,y service, in 
making the draft of February 19, 1839, of ten thousand 
men. No legal provision is made for compensation for 
this duty, and nothing has been paid them. The officers 
not only devoted much time, but many of them incurred • 
necessarily considerable expense, as was the case with 
those before named, and I am unable to perceive why n 
reastmable compensation should not be made them. I 
would respectfully suggest, that the Legislature be 
requested to examine these two classes of claims; and will 
remark, that the duty was in most cases promptly per­
formed, and in such manner as to entitle them to remun­
eration for their time and expenses. 

The militia called into the public service, have -received 
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the same pay and allowances as are paid and allowed to 
the army of the United States, ns was directed by a Resolve 
of the Legislature of Match twenty-first, with an addition 
to the non-commissioned officers and privates of two and 
a half do1lars to their monthly pay, agreeable to the provis­
ions of the Resolve of lfarch twenty-fifth. 

As it is expected that the military expenses incurred by 
the State, for the protection of her territory, will be paid 
by the general government, I have prepared the accounts 
with a view to their being presented to Congress for 
allowance; but they cannot be completed until the claims 
of the towns and others beforemcntioned shall have been 
examined and approved by the Legislature. I shall have 
them arranged in proper form, and in season to be acted 
upon at the present session of Congress. 

The amount of warrants drawn in my favor, or' the 
appropriation for the protection of the northeastern fron­
tier, including the amount paid from the Treasury for the 
purchnses by James L. Child, Esquire, and including the 
sums received by me for sales of stores, is three hundred 
twenty two thousand eight hundred apd sixty-five dollars, 
leaving an amount in my hands of ninety-six thousand one 
hundred one dollars and sixty-five cents, which will more 
than pay all the remaining military expenses incurred 
under the appropriation. 

My account of these expenditures has been examined 
by the Governor and Council. 

The expense of the military operations the past year is 
necessarily Yery great. It was an unusual season of the 
year for such operations, and it was of the utmost import­
ance to furnish the troops with such means of subsistence 
and comfort, as would best preserve their health, and ren­
der them servicable to the State. The expense of 
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transportation was very heavy, and much more so from 
the want of roads of any kind in a large portion of the 
country travelled over, except such as were made at the 
time by the troops. But it is fully believed, considering 
the circumstances under which the campaign was prose­
cuted, that the cost cannot be deemed unreasonable. 

Much credit is due the troops for the prompt munner in 
which they obeyed the call made for their services, and 
for the zeal manifested by them in the discharge of their 
duty. They have given sure evidence, that Maine can 
ever rely with perfect confidence on the patriotism of her 
citizen soldiery, for pr-0tection from all foreign encroach­
ment on her rights, and the . preservation of her entire 
territorial limits. 

Great effort was made to preserve the health of the troops; 
and although sickness in various forms prevailed to a limited 
extent in each of the detachments, and a few deaths 
occurred in several, yet it is believed there was Jess disease 
1rnd suffering, than is usual with the same number of per­
sons at that time in the year, employed in the ordinary 
occupations of civil Jife. 

I have the honor to be, 
With entire respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. B. THOMPSON, Adjutant General. 
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A. B. THOMPSON, Jldjutant General. 
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ScHEDULE of Public Property in the .flrsenal at Portland. 

NO. I DESCRIPTION. 

--11
1
Iron 42 pound Cannon. 

41 " 32 " " 
()C) '' 04 " 
-;11 " i 8 

3 " 9 
8! 6 

1 ! " 4 
]! " 3 " " 
1! " 3 " " 

" " 
" " 
" " 
" " 

sl " 18 " " 
21 " 12 " " 
41 " 12 " " 
s! " 4 " " 
2 " 6 " " 
1 j " 10 inch Mortar. 

REMARKS. 

Trunion broken. 
Mounted on tra,·eling carriages. 

" " " 
New. " with apparatus complete. 

" 
" 

" 

on traveling carriages. 

with apparatus complete. 

on traveling carriages. 2
1

Brass 12 pound Cannon. 
61 " 6 " " N S Mounted on traveling- carriages 

ew. ? with apparatus complete. 

" 6 " " ,, 
6 inch Howitzer. 

H 6 " 
2 '' Eprovettes. 
7 Gun Carringes. 
1 Gun Carriage. 
l Sling Cart. 
2 Tumbrels. 
I Travelling Forge. 

" 

Mounted, unserviceable. 
Mounted. 

Traveling, 
Unserviceable. 

" 

12 Fort Gun Carriages. 
1 1

' " " 1In pieces. 
2\sea Coast Gun Carriages. I 
l Gin. 

Sundry narts of Gun Carriages. Old. 
Lot of "\Vhecl Bands, &c. Unserviceable. 

6 Forge Bellows. " 
2:JWht!elburrows. Old. 
37 Handbarrows. 

1 Copper Adze. 



ADJU'I1ANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

NO, DESCRIPTION. 

--7 Ladles, Worms and Sponges. 
6 Powder Measures. 

48 Empty Powder Casks. 
1800 Hand Grenades. 
708 13 inch Shells, 
341 91 " " 
134 8 " " 
274 6} H H 

187 5} " " 
!14 4} " " 

38 42 pound Shot. 
226 32 " " 

1548 24 " " 
808 18 " " 

102S 12 " " 
819 9 " " 

1.580 4 " " 
1071 6 " " New. 
545 4 " " " 
728 3 " " " 

1836 Double headed Chain Shot. 
6644 Muskets. 

56 " 
7 " 

571 Hall;s Rifles. 
340 Rifles. 

50 Rifle Bullet Moulds. 
S6 " Flasks. 
50 " Spring Vices. 

500 " Screw Drivers. 
600 " Wipers. 

40 '' Flasks. 
40 '' Pouches. 
40 " Straps. 

500 Musket Wipers. 
5701 '' Screw Drivers. 
57j " Ball Screws. 
5_ 71\ " Sprit1g Vices. 

265 " Locks. 
402iRifle Bayonet Belts, 
398, Bayonet Scabbards. 

53 Sabre Belts. 

REMARKS. 

Unserviceable. 
Various sizes, 

Weight 5663 pounds. 
Two at Augusta. 
English. 
Unserviceable. 
With equipments complete 
One at Augusta. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

NO. DESCRIPTION. 

100 Artillery Sword Belts. 
250 Cavalry Pistols. 
1491Cavalry Sabres. 
100 Artillery Swords. 
22 Cartridge Boxes and Belts. 

106 Field Tents. 
1 Marquee. 
2,Tarpawlins. 
2iTackle Blocks. 

3n31Mallets. 
306 Flannel Cartridge Bags. 

Lot of Paper Bags. 
2 Signal Lanterns. 
l " " 
1 Desk and sundry books. 
1 Water Pot. 
2 Seives. 

78 Bill Hooks. 
332 Cartridge Box woods. 

21 Pikes. 
1 Gun Rimmer. 
1 " Searcher. 

59

1

Rammers, Ladles and Sponges. 
~ Rakes. 
4 Tongs and Ladles. 
~· Sea Sponges. 

35 Priming Wires. 
2 Oil Canisters. 

Lot Paint Pots. 
82 Bricoles. 
sjLeather Powder Bags. 
5!Powder Monkeys. 
5 Tube Boxes. 

10 Powder Horns and Belts. 
61Horse Collars. 

401Back and Belly Bands. 
5! Breechings. 
5 Pack Saddles. 

44 Pair Wooden Hames. 
4 Whiffle Trees. 
1 Pair Pole Straps. 
4 lron Shovels. 

REMARKS. 

Two at Augusta. 
" " 

Unserviceable. 

Old. 
" 

Old. 

Old. 

Old. 

" 

Broken. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

NO, DESCRIPTION. REMARKS, 

~ Iron Spades. --- Broken. 
4 Hatchets. 
1 Pick Axe. 

18 Pair Trace Chains. 
2 Crows and Bars. 
3 Match and Portfire Stocks. 

20 Trace Spreads. 
37 Handspikes. 

1 Swingletree. 

Old. 
Wood. 

!
Lot Tent Pins. 
Lot Togles: 

31Boxes Hand Grenades. JFixed. 
40 Cases Fixed Ammunition, 1For lVIuskets. 

8
1

1 " " " New.21,6i2Cartridges. 
25 '' Grape Shot. 

31Empty Canisters. 
18

1

Boxes l..ead Balls. 
1 " ,, " 
2

1
Boxes Steel. 

600·Powder Horns. 
133 Tin Camp Kettles, 

Lot of Harnesses. 
1 Tackle and FaU. 
2 Slings. 

Lot of Drag Ropes. 
1 Small Saw. 
1 Ball Mould. 
1 Plate for Standard. 
1 12i inch L. V, Former. 
2 Ensigns. 
4,Day Flags. 

!Lot of Sheet Lead. 
l!Polishing Lathe. 
I \Grindstone. 
2tLarge Vices. 
11Hand Vice. 
2 Iron Bit Stocks. 

Lot of old Poles, 
1 Stove and Funnel. 
3 State Brands. 
1 Ladle for Shot. 

Lot of old Brushes. 

1800 each. 
Brok.en. 

OI<l. 
" 

Old. 

Copper. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

No. I DESCRIPTION_, ____ , ____ n_E_M_A._R_K_s_. __ _ 

--1

1

1Pair Scales- with-Weights. Brass. 
1 Pair Shoe Pincers, 
1praning Knife. 
l 1Portfire 1\fould. 
J Hammer. 
1 Handsaw. 

Lot of Bench Tools. 
Lot Chisels and Gouges. 

1 'Tool Che5t. 
1 Large Chain. 
1 Ladder. 

2C;? Iron Trucks for Gun Carriages. 
Lot of Wads. 

Old. 

1Lot of Bugles. Old. 
lOi Portfire Clippers. 

I Lot of Old Standards. 
4 1 Formers. 
!'Jack. 
1 Pair Steelyards. 
1: Box Flints. 
1 I " Brimstone. 
1 I " Tent Pins. • 

57/ Bullet Moulds. 

/Copper, 
Iron. 

300i Equipments for Hall's Rifles. Complete. 
500l Buff Bayonet Belts. One at Augusta. 
500i Belt Plates. " 
5001 Buff Pouch Belts. 
.500 Bavonet Scabbards. 
500 Rifle Pouches. 
500 Buff Waist Belts. 
500 Belt Plates. 
500 Sprillg Flasks. 

50;Extra Spriugs for Flasks. 
71 ! Rifle Pouches. 
711 Ruff Pouch Belts. 
71 '.Rifle Bayonet Scabbards. 
71 " " Buff 13elts. 
71 Belt Plates. 
71 Copper Fhsks. 

1
1
Cc1se Howitzer 8 inch Case 

I
. Shot. 

1 Case .:32 lb. Strap Shot. 

" 
" 
" 
" ., 
" 



• ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT· . 

No. I DESC-RIPTION. , 1 ___ R_E_M_· _A_R_K_s. __ _ 

9'Cases 6 lb. Fixed Case Shot. 
10 Empty Bullet Boxes. 

1 6 lb. Gun Carriage. 
5 Drums. 
6 Fifes. 
S Brass 6 Jb. Cannon. 

48 Bricoles. 
6 Lintstocks. 
6 Gunner's Havcrnacki, 
6 Portfii e Stods. 
4 Tube Pouches. 
6 Priming Wires. 
6 Portfirn Cases. 
6 Gunner's Gimblets. 
6 Thumbstalls. 
6 Portfire Clippers .. 
6 Prolonges. 
6

1 
Sponge Covers. 

6iTompions. 
6;V Pnt Covers, leather. 
6 Sponge Buckets. 
6

1

Pr. Ladles and Worms. 
12,Implement Straps. 
6i1'arpawlins. 
6 Priming. Wires. 
6 Sponges and Rammers. 
6 Leading Bars. 
6- Elevating Screws .. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL"s OFFICE, l 
Augusta, llec. 31, 1839. 5 

I 
Carriages Complete .. 

• 

A. B. THOMPSON, 
J.l.cting Quarter Maller General. 



ScHEDULE of Public Property in the .11.rsenal at Bath. 

NO.\ DESCRIPTION. 

-11

\lron 9 Pr. Cannon, can~iage, limber, ami1rnnition boxes, 
harnes:5es and apparatus complete. 

1
1

9 Pr. Cannonade, carriage and apparatus complete. 
3\Iron 3 Pr. Cannon, carriage, liruber, ammunition boxes, 

harnesses and apparatus comp!ete, 
l lTumbrel and Harness. 
4 Collars. 
51 Headstalls. 

19'1-lalters. 
2tr. Hames. 

16 Belts. 

lOIBands. 
9 Haversacks. 

801 Bricoles. 
4·1 Prolon.rres. 
8 Drng l{opes. 
9 Portfire Stocks. 
8 Lintstocks. 
4 Sponge Pails. 
5 Tube Boxes. 

21 Tubes. 
7.Powder Horns. 

15:Priming Wires, 
6

1

Girnblets. 
1 1Gougc. 
t lAuger. 
?2

1
Hammers. 

11Chisel. 
23

1

Portfire. 
3 Saws. 
~i'Axes. 
1 !Pr. Nippers. 
3JBnxes Canister Shot, 

Lot Double Her.ded Shot. 
1Lot Round Shot. 

!'Nippers for hot Shot. 
'Lot Grape Shot. 

• 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

NO, DESCRIPTION, 

Lot Wadding. 
2 Hatchets. 
8 Chains. 
4 Worms and Spoons. 
5ISponges and Hammers. 

40\Case Shot. 
10 Boxes Bullets, 1800 each of 18 to lb. 

8961Packs Cartridges and Balls, of 12 to the pack. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, ~ 
Augusta, Dec. 31, 1839.. 5 

A. B. THOMPSON, 
Jl.cting Quartei· Master General . 

• 



ScHEDULE of Public Property at .JJ.ugusta. 

No.\_---------- .. _DEi3CRIPTI_O.N_ .• ___ _ 

7ILong handled .Fry-Pans. 
15(Fry Pans and Spiders. 
3\Tea Kettles. 

76iTin Camp Kettles. 
12l[Sheet Iron Kettles . 
.52 Coffee Pots. 

149\Tin Pans. 
291 Tin Dippers. 

6
1
Skimmers. 

12iTin Basons. 
1 \Wash Dish. 
tiTin Pail. 

116jTin Plates. 
q

1
Gross Iron Spoons. 

211Doz. Tin Tumblers. 
s

1
Toast Pans. 

20(Spades. 
2;Shovels. 

191N arrow Axes. 
9 Hatchets. 

180Tents. 
\Tents--left by the Troops belonging to the towns. 

512iTin Canteens. 
1 iPr. Prolonges. 
I \Bugle. 

181Drums. 
29 Fifes. 

21Casks Powder. 

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, ~ 
Augusta, Dec. 31, 1839. 5 

A. B. THOMPSON, 
.11.cting Quarter Master General. 



ScHEDL'LE of Public Property in the .11.rsenal at Bangor .. 

No. I DESCRIPTION. 
-6, Brass 6 lb. Cannon with C-a-r-ri_a_g-es_c_o_m_p~le_t_e_. ----

2)ron 18 lb. " " " imperfect. 
2; " 9 lb. " " " " 
2 1 

" 4 lb. " " " complete. 
21 " 12 lb. " " " " 
4Caissons. 
1 \Baggage Wagon. 

100112 lb. Shot. 
20411 6 lb. " 
1526 4 lb. " 

5721 3 lb. '' 
19i'Boxes Lead Balls, 1H to lb., 100 lb, each. 

1 Box Buck Shot, 100 lb. 
9521Grenades. 

~2icases Fixed Ammunition. 
13 " Case Shot, 24 Pdr. 
26 " " " 12 " 
25 " " " 9 " 
30 " " " 6 " 

8 " ;c " 4 " 
6 " " " 3 " 
4(Cases Strap Shot, 3 " 

21 1Cases Grape Shot. 
2120

1
Muskets. 

2147iBayonets. 
S951Hall's Rifles. 
3B7!Bayonets. 

16921\!Iusket Bayonet Scabbards witli Belts. 
2352:Cartridge Boxes with Belts... 

52
1 

Cartridge Boxes. 
351 iRifle Bayonet Scabbards, 
384'Rifle Ball Pouches. 
353

1

Rifle Belts. 
199

1

Cavalry Sabres. 
51[Cavalry Pistols. 

105, Sabre Belts. 
3~0: Sword ' ( 



ADJUTANT GENERAVS REPORT . 

.KO. : DESCRIPTION, 

13Drums. 
t5Fifes. 

~37rPowder Flasks. 
J 30;Priming Wires and Brushes. 
448jScrew Drivers. 
554 Ball Screws and Wipers. 
419 Musket Flint Caps. 

22 Musket Spring Vices. 
1304 Musket Balls, 18 to lb.-(loose,} 
1837 lVI usket Flints. 
340fTin Canteens. 
812JWooden Canteens-some imperfect. 
201 Camp Kettles. 

I !Tinder Box. 
6591 Mess Pans. 
409 Artillery Swords. 
396 Sword Belts. 

12 Gunner's Haversacks. 
10 Powder Homs. 
i6 Portfire Cases. 
7 Lintstocks . 

. '.g Portfire Clippers. 
10 Priming Wires, (for Artillery.) 
14 Portfire Stocks. 
6 Tornpions and Straps. 
61Lead Aprons. 

62 Bricoles. 
65 Rammers, Ladles and Sponges. 

8 Tube B.JXes and Belts. 
6 Ammunition Pouches. 

7 5 Portfires. 
20 Yards Match Rope. 

5 Handsaws. 
100 Flannel Cartridge Bags. 
77 Mallets. 

1 IBox Tent Pins. 
6 Gunner's Gimblets. 
6IThumb Stalls. 
6;Sponge Ca:a;es. 

10'.lron Crow bars, 
57\N arrow Axes-old. 

9
1 

" " new. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

No. I DEscR_IP_T_I_o_N_. --------
12IBroad Axes. 

1 Iron Maul. 
15001Knapsacks. 

16 Rifle Bullet Mqulds. 
16.Rifle Sprin'g Vices. 

221·Rifle Ball Screws. 
186\Rifle Flint Caps. 
200iRifle Screw Drivers. 
499 Rifle Balls. 
572 Tin Pt. Dippers. 

5 Augers. 
1 Nail Hammer, 

131 Casks Powder-in city Powder House. 
341Wooden Pails. 
17 Wall Tents. 
271Field Tents. 
52 Spades. 
28 1 Pick Axes. 

1:Grub Hoe. 
26]Empty boxes. 

7 Tarpawlins. 
2

1
Draw Shaves, 

190,Iron Shovels. 
18 Coffee Pots. 
32 Coffee Pots-old. 
96,Square Mess Plates. 

S92jSquare Mess Plates-old. 
95'.Round Mess Plates---old. 

102jTin Basons-old. 
2;Tin Wash Basons--old. 

22iFry Pans. 
2.Tin Lanterns. 
2;Tin Candle Sticks. 
3:'J'in Lamps-imperfect. 
2;'I'in Lamp Trimmers. 

35:Tin Tumblers. 
1 :Tin Tea Canister. 
1 Tin Pepper Box. 

2 I Tin Skimmers. 
3 Tin Bakers-imperfect, 
1 Tin Tunnel. 
51Tea Kettles. 



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT. 

NO. DESCRIPTION • 

1 [ron Square. 

. 1,Tinder Box. 

21
1 

Firkins. 

1 Screw Driver and File. 
3 Flesh Forks. 
6 Horse Shoes. 

193 Case Knives. 
90 Forks. 

27 4 Table Spoons. 
~,Tea Spoons. 
1 Coffee .Mill. 
1 j Horn Lantern. 
5:Drag Ropes. 

~20o;Rifles. 
6

1
Powder Measures. 

33'.Hoarding Pikes. 
25 Handspikes. 

1 Uox Case Shot. 
1 Rox Trace Chains and Bill Hooks. 

17 Wheel Barrows. 
12 Hand Barrows. 

I :composition Ballet Mould. 
23 Camp Blankets. 

1 IMortar. 
I I Powder Proof. 
9

1 
Y ds. Flannel. 

295
1

Artillery Tubes. 
,5: Pr. Butts. 
2j Brass Candlesticks. 
21Files. 
l) Box containing apparatus for 12 Pdr. Guns, 

1 !Set State Brands. 

ADJUTANT G_ENERAL's OFFICE, ~ 
Augusta, Dec. 31, 1839. 5 

A. H. THOMPSON, 
.llcting Qua1·te1· .Maslei· Genernl. 

B 

• 




