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STATE OF MAINE.
@@ 8w

Apsurant GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Augusta, Dec. 31, 1837.
His Excellency Rosert P. Dunvae, Governor and Com-
mander-in- Chief.

Sir :—1I have the honor of making herewith the General
Inspection Return of the Militia of the State, for the year
1837. A return will also be made to the President of the
United States.

By this return it appears that the number of our military
force is forty one thousand five hundred and fifteen, viz :

Cavalry, one thousand five hundred and forty six, 1,546

Artillery, two thousand and five, . . . 2,005
Infantry, thirty two thousand one hundred and
seventy eight, . . . . 32,178
Light Infantry, four thousand one hundred and
eighty nine, . . . . 4,189
Riflemen, one thousand five hundred and ninety
seven, . . . . . . . 1,597
Total, .. .. 41515

being a decrease from last year, of nine hundred and fifty
three.

Although the number is not so large as was exhibited
by the last annual return, yet it is believed that our Militia
is as numerousas it has ever been. During the present year,
and previous to, the May inspection, several Companies
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were disbanded, and other Companies of Cavalry, Artil-
lery, Light Infantry and Riflemen were directed to be
organized in their stead. All companies disbanded
previous to the first of May, were, of course, not returned
the present year; and as but few of the new volunteer
Companies were organized by that time, a portion of
those liable to enrolment were omitted in the returns.
The returns for many years past have been very defective,
and in making up the general return, it has been the
practice, in cases where Companies were omitted in the
Regimental returns, to go back to those of previous years,
to ascertain their numbers. In some cases those Compa-
nies may have been divided, and a portion of their
members returned in other Companies; and in other
instances a part of the men enrolled at the time of the
last return of such Companies, have since been returned
as members of the volunteer Companies.

The return of 1836 was more perfect than any previous
one since 1830. Out of six hundred and thirty six
Companies, three hundred and seventy two were re-
turned. By the table annexed it will be found that four
hundred and eighty six have been returned the present
year.

Except from the Regiment of Cavalry in the first
Brigade of the second Division, and from the Battalions
of Cavalry and Artillery in the first Brigade of the fifth
Division, returns have been received this year from every
Regiment and Battalion in the State, although from
the negligence of officers commanding Companies, the
returns of many of the Regiments are incomplete.

The number of Companies returned this year is 486

Number not returned this year . ., 152

Whole number of Companies . ., . 638
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Number returned the present year . . . 486
Number returned the last year . . . 372
Number returned this year more than the last, 114

The Annual Brigade Returns have been received from
fifteen of the sixteen Brigades, and it is believed that the
Annual Field Inspection has been faithfully performed
by the several Brigade Inspectors ; and from the returns it
appears that the troops passed the inspection as well as
in any former year. There appears to have been more
attention paid to discipline, the past season, than for
several years previous, and a general improvement seems
to have been made in military knowledge by both officers
and privates. An unusual number of volunteer Compa-
nies have been organized since the last return, and in
most of these corps great progress has been made in
acquiring a knowledge of the duties of the soldier.

Thirty-eight companies have been ordered to be organ-
ized during the past year, viz :

Cavalry, six companies - - - 6
Artillery, one, “ - - - -1
Infantry, twelve, ¢ - - - 12
Light Infantry, fifteen, - - - - 15
Riflemen, four, “ - - - 4

- - 38

Torar, - - .
Thirteen companies have been disbanded, viz:

Cavalry, four companies, - - - 4
Infantry, eight, “ . - - - 8
Light Infantry, one, * - - - 1

ToraL, - . - - - 13

One thousand and sixty-one officers have been com-
missioned the past year, exceeding in number those of
1*



6

any previous year, nearly two hundred. Five hundred and
forty three officers have been discharged, being also more
than in any former year.

There have been eleven General and Division Courts
Martial held since the last report, at which thirty-six
officers have been tried, thirty-five of whom were
found guilty, and thirty-one were removed from office.
The most of them were sentenced to pay fines and costs,
the aggregate amount of which is eight hundred and
seventy-eight dollars and twenty one cents, and which the
several Division Advocates have been directed to collect.

The appropriations for military purposes by the last Le-
gislature, and for the expenditure of which the acting
Quartermaster General was made accountable, were the
following, viz:

For alteration and repair of Gun Carriages, $900
For transportation and laboratory stores, 200
For Musical Instruments and Colors, 600
For equipping two new Companies of Artillery

in Danville and St. Albans, - - - 325
For the erection of a Gun House in East

Machias, - - - - 300
For the erection of a Gun House in Calais, 300
For the erection of a Gun House in Danville, 200
For the erection of a Gun House in Bangor,

including an appropriation of 1836, - 400
For the erection of a Gun House in St. Albans, 200
For finishing the Gun House in Wiscasset, 100
For finishing the Gun House in Wilton, 100

For the purchase of a site and the erection of
a State Arsenal in Bangor, including the
appropriation of the previous year, 4,000
The sum appropriated for alteration and repair of Gun
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carriages, has been expended on the three Companies
of Artillery in the first Brigade of the seventh Division,
which are located in the towns of East Machias, Eastport
and Calais. The cost of repairs for these companies has
exceeded the amount of the appropriation, by nearly one
hundred dollars. With the exception of three companies
in the first Division, and two companies in the first Brigade
of the fifth Division, all the Artillery on the sea board
has been thoroughly repaired, and altered so asto conform
to the United States service.

The sum appropriated for transportation and laboratory
stores, has been expended for the purposes, and a balance
is due me on thataccount.

There is a balance unexpended of the appropriation for
Musical Instruments and Colors, in consequence of not
being able to procure suitable material for standards.

The Companies of Artillery in Danville and St. Al-
bans have been equipped for a less sum than was
assigned.  The St. Albans Company has been armed.
with iron six pounders, and there is now no field Artillery
in the Arsenals, suitable to the use of the Militia.

Gun houses have been erected in Danville and St.
Albans, for the sums respectively appropriated, and one
has been erected in East Machias, the cost of which, in-
cluding the services of the agent appointed to superintend.
its erection, is three hundred fifty-five dollars and ninety-
nine cents. This exceeds the appropriation more than
fifty dollars, but the old Gun House has been sold at pub--
lic auction, and the net amount received therefor, is for-
ty-eight dollars, which I have paid into the Treasury of the
State. The agent, in his report, says, I have exchanged
the State’s right to the site where the old house stood,.
for a similar right (a lease) to another site, of much larger
dimensions and a better location. Upon the new site I
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have caused a Gun House to be erected twenty-four feet
wide and forty feet long, of one story, nine feet posts, and
finished on the outside.” 1If, therefore, the Legislature
should allow the Company the balance of the cost of this
house, it would not take from the Treasury so much, ex~
clusive of the services of the agent, as they have paid in
by the sale of their old house.

The agent appointed to build a Gun House at Calais,
informs me he has contracted to have one erected, and
that it was to have been finished before this time, but I
am not informed of its completion.

The Gun Houses in Wiscasset and Wilton have been
finished for the several sums appropriated.

No Gun House has been erected in Bangor in conse-
quence of the difficulty in obtaining a suitable lot, in ex-
change for the one now owned by the State, and the
State’s lot not being a good location for the purpose. In
the course of the ensuing year a site will probably be ob-
tained, and the building erected.

In consequence of your application to the common-
wealth of Massachusetts, pursuant to the provisions of a
¢« Resolve respecting Gun House sites,” passed the last
session, the Legislature of that State has directed the
Land Agent of Massachusetts “ to release to the State of
Maine, all the right, title and interest of the Common~
wealth, in and to certain parcels of land, formerly con-
veyed to Massachusetts for the purpose of being occupied
as sites for Gun Houses, within the limits of the State of
Maine.” By your directions I have applied to the Land
Agent for a deed of release, and shall probably receive
the conveyance in a few days, so that no further difficulty
will arise in disposing of, or exchanging these lots, in
consequence of defect in the State’s title to the land.
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No progress has been made in the ercction of a State
Arsenal in Bangor. I have examined several lots of land
in that city, with a view of procuring a site, but have not
been able to procure one at a price I felt authorised in
paying. The Dbest location for the purpose is Thomas’
Hill, and the price asked for two acres there, is three thou-
sand dolfars. This being a larger sum than the appropri-
ation would permit of being expended for the land, I made
a statement of the facts to the Governor and Council, at
their session in August last, informing them that I should
wait instructions from them before making any expendi-
ture ; and having received no further direction on the
subject, no part of the appropriation has been drawn from
the Treasury. It is highly important that a new Arsenal
should be erected, but I am of opinion that this town
would be a better location than Bangor.  This is more
central, and the troops in the interior could better be
supplied from this point, than from Bangor ; while the
eastern part of the State, including Bangor and vicinity,
could be furnished with great convenience from the Ar-
senal at Portland, by means of water communication. No
one can doubt, that the gencral oversight of the military
property of the State, could better be had by the Execu-~
tive officers of the Government, should the principal depot
be at Augusta. The United States’ Arsenal being estab-
lished here, is, to my mind, a strong reason for locating
ours on the Kennebec, rather than on the Penobscot, as
much valuable information in the preservation of the pro-
perty would be obtained.  And should that be made an
Arsenal of Construction, as it probably will be, there
would be still stronger reasons for locating our principal
Arsenal in this town. Another and a good reason for
changing the location is, the diflference in cost to the
State. A lot of land well situated and sufficiently large,
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can probably be purchased here, for from three to five
hundred dollars, which will be quite as valuable for the
purpose wanted, as the lot mentioned in Bangor, which
cannot be obtained for less than three thousand dollars.
The cost of erecting the building, would also be less here
than,in Bangor. For the reasons named, I am decidedly
of the opinion, that the interest of the State requires a
change in the location of the proposed Arsenal, from
Bangor to Augusta.

Accounts of all the beforementioned expenditures,
have been audited and settled by the Governor and
Council.

The following appropriations for military purposes are
deemed necessary for the ensuing year, viz :

For alteration and repair of Artillery, . $900,00

For transportation and laboratory stores, . 250,00
For purchase of musical instruments and
colors, . . . 600,00
For finishing the gun house in East Machias,
including the services of the agent 55,99
For erecting a Gun House in Hallowell, 300,00

I have several times examined the Arsenal at Portland,
during the past year. The military storekeeper has been
faithful in taking the necessary measures for the preserva-
tion of the State’s property under his charge. The mili-
tary property in the Arsenal at Bath is also in good order.

The amount of the State’s proportion, for the years
1835 and 1836, of the annual appropriation by Congress,
for arming the Militia, is twelve thousand two hundred
and one dollars. Requisition was made on the War De-
partment, for Hall’s patent Rifles for this amount, during
the year 1836, and I have received a part of them. I have
been notified of the shipment of another portion of them,
but they have not yet arrived at the Arsenal. No requi-
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sition has been made for the State’s proportion of the ap-
priation for 1837, and I would respectfully suggest the ex-
pediency of procuring Brass Field Artillery, for the
amount which may become due for the years 1837 and
1838. There are several parts of our State where Artil-
lery ismuch wanted, and where there are men anxious to
form themselves into such companies, but we have now no
means of arming them. It is understood that the Gener-
al government is now taking measures to procure Brass
Ordnance, and the State can probably be supplied in the
course of the coming year.

I annex a list of the military property in the Arsenal
at Portland, as returned by the military store kecper; and
also a schedule of the public property in the Arsenalat
Bath, which remains the same as reported by my immedi-
ate predecessor.

The Field Tents which were in the Arsenal, have been
delivered to volunteer Companies, pursuant to a resolve of
1836. The number was not sufficient to enable me to
supply all the companies which made application.

From information received from intelligent officers in
different parts of the State, as well as from personal
observation, I am led to believe, that the operation of the
present militia law is favorable to the prosperity of the
militia. Although there are portions of our State where
little or no attention is paid to the performance of military
duty, yet those places are few, and the law is very gener-
ally carried into effect. It is believed that public opinion
is decidedly in favor of a well organized and disciplined
militia; and although there are evils and hardships attend-
ing the present organization, which can be remedied only
by the General Government, still our patriotic yeomanry
deem the establishment of our NarionaL Guarp of too
much importance, to suffer the inconveniences and inequal-
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ities of the present law, to destroy an institution so neces-
sary to the preservation of civil liberty.

Should Congress so change the present organization, as
to include those only between the ages of twenty-one and
thirty, and make suitable provisions for arming those
enrolled, it would greatly relieve the existing burdens;
and if, in addition, the General Government would furnish
suitable means for instructing those who are required to
perform duty, our militia would soon become efficient, and
capable of giving that protection which is so essential to
the permanence of our free institutions. But frequent
changes are attended with much inconvenience. Our
citizens are now becoming well acquainted with the duties
required of them, and are generally disposed to render the
service contemplated by the law. It is therefore believed
that, until Congress make those important changes in the
laws organizing the Militia, any essential alteration in
the law of our State, would be injurious rather than

beneficial.
In closing this communication, you will permit me to

bear testimony to the faithful manner in which the officers
of the militia generally, have performed their several duties
during the time I have been associated with them, in the
station I now hold, so far as my official connection with
them has enabled me to judge. The duties devolving upon
most of them are arduous and responsible, attended with
great expense, and, in most cases, rendered without com-
pensation, and are such in their nature as to attract but
little the attention of those around them ; so that none but
those who hold commissions are aware of the amount of
duty devolving on those who accept offices in the militia.
It gives me great pleasure to be able to say, that with
some exceptions, the gentlemen who have been in com-
mission, have performed their duty faithfully and promptly,
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and are deserving great credit for their exertions in sup-
port of this highly important institution.
With great respect,
T have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
A. B. THOMPSON.
Adjutant General.






ScuepuLe of Public Property in the Arsenal at Portland.

No. | DESCRIPTION. | REMARKS.

1|Iron 42 pound Cannon.
4 (X3 32 (113 [£3

QQ (13 Q4 13 13
3 €< 1 8 13 [£3
Q 13 IQ 113 (13
3 13 9 ¢ 13

10 (13 6 (13 ¢
3 13 4 (14 113
1 13 3 43 (13
1 ¢« 8 ¢ ¢ Trunion broken.
3l ¢ 18 <« € Mounted on travelling carriages.
Q (13 1(2 13 (13 (44 13 (3
4] ¢ 12 ¢ ¢ New ¢¢ o ¢¢ complete.
Q 143 4 (13 43 11 (43 ¢
2|Brass 12 ¢ ¢ « o “
2Iron 6 ¢ © New ¢ “ ‘¢ complete.
1} ¢¢ 10 Inch Mortar.
1{Brass 6 <* Howitzer. Mounted.
Q 13 6 113 [13
3] “ Eprovettes.
7\Gun Carriages. Travelling.
1f « o ¢ unserviceable.
1|Sling Cart. With apparatus.
1}Baggage Waggon.
2/Tumbrils.

1{Traveliing Forge.

2\Pair sea coast Gun Carriages.
12|Fort S

1 <¢ [ 111
1.Gin.
Sundry parts of old Gun Car-

riages.

Lot of Wheel Bands, &ec.
Forge Bellows. Unserviceable.
46|Wheelbarrows. Old.
46\Handbarrows.
1{Copper Adze.
7Ladles, Worms and Sponges. |Unserviceable.

In pieces.

[=2]
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No. | DESCRIPTION. | REMARKS.
12 Powder Measures, Various sizes.
30 Empty Powder Casks. 3

2800/Hand Grenades.

708{13 Inch Shells.

341 9; 13 113

134 8 13 11

274 6% (44 (43

187 5% 111 113

214 4% 11 13
38/42 Ib. Shot,

226|132 ¢ ‘¢

154824 ¢ ¢

808 18 (13 c¢

1023)12 ¢ ¢

819 9 ¢ ¢

2180) 4 ¢ ¢

280 6 13 (11

848 3 13 (£

1836 Double headed Chain Shot. |Weight 5663 Ibs.

9139\ Muskets.

561 ¢ English.
7 ¢ Unserviceable.

540 Rifles.

1071 < Hall’s patent.

107] ¢ .Bullet Moulds,
107| ¢ Spring Vices.

1071] ¢ Screw Drivers.

1071  Wipers.

540 ¢ Flasks.

540 ¢ Pouches.

540{ ¢ Straps.

500|Musket Wipers.

570, ¢ Screw Drivers.

57) ¢ Ball Screws.
57) ¢ Spring Vices.
265, ¢ Locks.
2(12 1b. Cassoons.
3 6 ¢
1253/Sword and Bayonet Scabbards

2915
1990

and Belts.
Cartridge Boxes and Belts,
Bayonet Belts.
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NoO. | DESCRIPTION.

8938 Bayonet Scabbards.
350 Cavalry Pistols.
350 ¢¢ Swords,
500/Artillery ¢
17 Wall Tents.
1 Marquee.
3\ Tarpaulin.
2Tackle Blocks.
8 Tield Tents.
400‘M'1|16ts
870 ‘Flannel Cartridge Bags
Lot paper ¢
3 Slgnal Lanterns
1
2/Sieves.
llDesk and Sundry Books,
I&Water Pot.
500 Round Tin Pans.
28'Square ¢ ¢
178 ‘Bill Hooks.
332 Cartridge Box Woods.
812 'Canteens.
61‘P1kes
1/Gun Rimmer,
1; *° Searcher.

11 1‘Ramme1s, Ladlesand Sponges.

Rakes.
4‘ Tongs and Ladles.
3"Sea Sponges.
30 Priming Wires.
1{Oil Canister.

Lot of Paint Pots and Brushes.

80| Bricoles.
6|Leather Powder Bags.
5/Powder Monkeys {Buckets.)
4/Tube Boxes.

10|Powder Horns and Belts.
8 Horse Collars.

u5‘BﬂCk and Belly Bands.
5 Breechmg
5 '"Pack Saddles.

40 Pairs Wooden Hames.

0old.

Old.

Old.

¢

Old.

Old.

Old.
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NO. | DESCRIPTION. REMARKS.
4 Whiflletrees.
1 Pair Pole Straps.
179 Iron Shovels.
4 « “ Broken.
511 ¢ Spades.
2 « ¢ Broken.

9 Broad Axes.
30 Common ¢
4 Hatchets.
62 Pick Axes.
38 Prs. Trace Chains.
12 Crows and Bars.

40 Match and Portfire Stocks.

QO(Trace Spreads,
87 Handspikes.
1 Swingletree.
Lot of Brimstone.

¢ ¢ Flints.

i ¢ ¢ Tent Pins.

52
107

€< 6¢ Togles.

3/Boxes Hand Grenades.
141{Cases Case and Strap Shot.

‘“  Lead Balls.
““  Fixed Ammunition.

29/Wooden Pails.
600, Powder Horns.

133

130,Tin Camp Kettles.
¢

13 ¢ £t

»

Lot of Harnesses.
Drums.

Lot of old Drums.
Tackle and Fall.
Slings for ditto. )
Lot of Drag Ropes.
Handsaws.

Small ¢

Ball Mould,

Plate for Standards.
¢ inch L. 1. Former.
Ensigns.

Day Flaggs.

Lot of Sheet Lead.

A)Qﬁ-an-ab-t»—.g 2O =

Old.

Old.
Wood.

Fixed.

Some with Powder.

For Muskets.

Old.
Old.
Unserviceable.

Old.

Old
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No. | DESCRIPTION, | REMARKS.

‘Lot of Drag Ropes Old
1:Polishing Lathe ‘
1.Grindstone ¢
2 Large Vices
2 Hand ¢
QIron Bit Stocks
Lot of old Poles
Stove and Funnell
State Brands
Ladle for Shot
Sledge Hammer
Old Brushes
Pr Scales with weights Brass
¢ Shoe Pincers
Drawing Knife .
Portfire Mould
Hammer and Handsaw
Set Bench Tools
Lot of Chisels and Gouges Old
1/Tool Chest
1/Large Chain
1|Ladder
22|Cast Iron Trucks for Gun Car-

riages
Lot of Wads

¢« < Bugles Old

10/ Portfire Clippers

bk et el ek F med N e

—

Apsurant GEnERraL’s OFFICE, }
Avucusta, Dec. 31, 1837.
A. B. THOMPSON, Adjutant Generai
and Acting Quarter Master General.



Scueouvie of Public Property in the Arsenal at Bath.

No. | DESCRIPTION.

1{Iron 9 Pr Cannon, carriage, limber, ammunition boxes,
harnesses and apparatus complete

19 Pr Cannonade, carriage and apparatus complete

3 Iron 3 Pr Cannon, carriage, limber, ammunition boxes,
harnesses and apparatus complete

Tumbril and Harness

Collars

Headstalls

Halters

Pr Hames

Belts -

Bands

Haversacks

Bricoles

Prolongs

Drag Ropes

Portfire Stocks

Linstock

Sponge pails

Tube boxes

Tubes

Powder Horns

Priming Wires

6 Gimblets

1 Gouge

1'Auger

[y

(o=} ok ek
D OO WO Ok

(5]
St =2 — v 00 O

—
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NO. | DESCRIPTION.

Hammers
Chisel
Porifire
Saws
Axes
Pr Nippers
Boxes Canister Shot
Lot Double Headed Shot
Lot Round Shot
Nippers for Hot Shot
Lot Grape Shot
Hatchets
Lot Wadding
Chains
Worms and Spoons
Sponge and Rammers
40/Case Shot
10/Boxes Bullets, 1800 each of 18 to Ib
896'Packs Cartridges and Balls of 12 to the pack

[\
o= DO LY — 1O

©

IS

Tub e

Apjurant GENERAL’s OFFICE,
Avcusta, Dec. 31, 1827.

A. B. THOMPSON, JAdjutant General
and Acting Quarter Master General.
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[ Y B T 270N | T 1 11
20721 10 |
3 6] |2 1 1| 10
46 2 2l 1 1 12
Cavalry, 1 1 o)
Artillery, 4 4
77 5| 5| 1 2! 2 4 1 97
5/ 1 1 9 9
2 12 12
| 3 8 1 9
| Cavalry, 11 e 2
| Artillery, J O A 2
2 1] 12 iz
29 9
3 8|1 9
4| 5 1 1 7
Cavalry, 2 2
Artillery, 2 . 2
67| 3| 2 21 75
6 1 1) 10 10
2 11 2 13
31 9 1} 1 11
Cavalry, 2| 2
Artillery, 2 2
9 1/ 6] 2 1, 9
2l 91 10
3 2 3 1 7
Cavalry, 1 1
Artillery, 1 1
52\ 4| 5 3 2 66
71 1 4] 1) 1] 1 1 1 9
20 4| 2 2 8
3 71 1 9
 [Artillery, 1 2 3
) 1l 9 21
: 2| 5|3 1 1) 10
300 9 1] 1] 1| 4 4| 50
8 1 1 10] 1|1 1 13
21 5| 51 11
371 1 1} 10
4l 6) 1 1] 1 9
Cavalry, 311 4
Artillery, 3 1l 4
2 1| 8 8
2l 9 9
3 7 7
Cavalry, 3 3
Artillery, 2 2
63| 9| 2| 1 1 2 2! 80
436(43'20! 8{10|15] 9|16] 4 3| 2| 5! 21151638
Apsjurant GeENERrAL’s Orrice, Aucusta, Drc. 31, 1837.
A. B. THOMPSON, Adjutent General.




ate of Maine for the year 1837.
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