
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



DOCUMENTS 

PRINTED BY ORDER OF 

THE LEGISLATURE, 

OF THE 

S'fATE OF MAINE, 

DURING ITS SESSION 

A· D. iSS'l . 

.11 UG UST.11.: 

SMITH & ROBINSON, ........... PRINTERS. 
--------------

18 37. 



Access to this volume for scanning was  

kindly provided by the Maine State Library. 



L/5 

STATE OF MAINE. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN. 

AN ACT providing for the disposition and ·repayment of 
the public money, apportioned to the State of .Maine, on 
deposite, by the Government of the United States. 

WHEREAS under the combined operation of. the 
existing Tariff laws, and the laws regulating the 
sale of the public lands, an unavoidable surplus of 
public money, not necessary nor susceptible of an 
economical expenditure, in the ordinary require­
ments of the National Government, has accumu­
lated in the Treasury of the United States; and by 
a law of Congress, passed on the twentx-third day 
of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, entitled 
"An Act to regulate the deposite of the public 
money,'' said surplus is directed to be apportioned 
among the several States of the Union, on deposite, 
until repayment thereof shall be required by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the purpose of defray­
ing the wants of the public Treasury! 

.llnd whereas the Legislature of this State, by an 
Act passed January twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred 
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and thirty-seven, providing for the acceptance of 
that portion of said surplus to which Maine, by the 
provision of said Act of the United Sta~es, shall be 
entitled, .authorized the Treasurer to receive the 

same: Therefore, 

SEcT. i. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives, in Legislature assembled, That 
the portion of the public money of the United 
'States, which shail be received by the Treasurer of 
this State, in pursuance of the aforesaid Act of 
Congress, shall be deposited with the several cities, 
towns and plantations thereof, upon the conditions 
and in the manner specified in this Act. 

· SEc.T. 2. Be it further enacted, That the con­
dition on which any city, town or plantation shall 
r~c~ive its prnportion of said money, shall be, that, 
whenever the whole or any part thereof shall be 
required for the purposes, and demanded in the 
ip.anner prescribed in the aforesaid Act of Congress, 
it ~hall be .. promptly and faithfu1ly refunded to the 
$\ate within sixty days after notice for such repay­
~eµt shall have been given it by the Treasurer of 
this State. 

'SECT. '3. !Be it further enacted, That if any city, 
town or plantation, shall neglect or refuse, for the 
period of sixty days, after notice as aforesaid shall 
have been received rby the Clerk or Treasurer 
thereof, from the State Treasurer, that said money, 
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or any part thereof is required, by the State, to 
pay the amount s<> required, into the Treasury of 
the State, said Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
issue an execution for the amount so required to be 
paid, returnable within sixty days, against the In­
habi~ants of such city, town or plantation, directed 
to the Sheriff of the County in which such delin­
quent city, town or plantation may be situated; 
and it shall be the duty of such Sheriff to collect 
such execution in the manner m which he is au .. 
thorized by law to collect executions, issued from 
the Judicial Courts against a city, town or planta­
tion. 

SEcT. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Treasurer of the State, as soon 
as may be, after the census of the State shall have 
been completed, as hereinafter provided, to assign 
to each city, town and plantation thereof, its due 
share of the public money which shall have been 
received by him, in proportion to the population 
of such city, town or plantation, as ascertained by 
said Census ; and he shall thereupon, notify the 
several Treasurers of said cities, towns and planta­
tions, of the amount thus apportioned to them. 

SEcT. 5. Be it furtlier enacted, That the inhab­
itants of any city, town or plantation in this State, 
who shall by a vote, in legal town meeting assem­
bled,determine to draw the sum apportioned tb them 
as aforesaid, from the Treasury of the State, and 
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shall duly authorize an Agent to receive the same, 
shall be entitled to receive from· the Treasurer of 
the State said sum, on depositing such certified 
copy, and receipt therefor, signed by said Agent, 
as are prescribed in this Act. 

SECT. 6. Be it further enacted, That the same 
notice shall be given for calling all city, town and 
plantation meetings, held for the purpose of acting 
on any of the provisions of this Act, as is required 
by law for the annual meetings for the choice of 
clty, town and plantation officers; at which meet­
ings all the inhabitants of such cities, towns and 
plantations, shall be deemed legal voters, who are 
qualified to vote in town affairs. 

SECT. 7. Be it further enacted, That the form 
of the vote of each city, town or plantation agree­
ing as aforesaid to receive its proportion of the 
said money from the State, upon the conditions 
specified in this Act, shall be in substance as follows: 

At a legal meeting of the inhabitants of the --- of 
-- qualified to vote in -- affairs, held on the -­
day of --.- the following votes were passed: 

Voted, That this -- will receive its proportion of 
the money which is, or may be, deposited with this State, 
by the United States, in pursuance of" an Act to regulate 
the deposit13 of the public money," on the condition speci­
fied in the Act of this State, entitled "An Act providing 
for the disposition and repayment of the puhlic money, 
apportioned to the State of Maine, on deposite, by the 
Government of the United States." 

Vote;i, That -- be and hereby i:3 nppointed the 
Agent of this -- to <lernand nnd receive from the 
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Tren~mrer or this Stntc, the proportion of r:ni,J n,nne:; 
belon:,!ing to this---. A11d thP..,:nicl----i~ 11utlwritl'd 
to sign a receipt therefor. co11fo111111l,ly to .tho ,,,quire­
menls of !.-luid Act of this Stule, \\bic:b ashnll Le oLligutory 
upon thi~. 

And such Agent shall lodge with the State Treas­
urer, an attested copy of the aforesaid votes; upon 
the back of which, he shall make and sign a receipt: 
substantially as follows : 

Received on the --- ,lay of --- from -· -·-·-· -
Treasurer of Maine, the sum of --- 1,cing n p1>rtion of 
the pulilic money received 1,y ;mitl St11te~ from the United 
State~, to which the --·- of --- is entitled; which ia 
received hy said --- in pursuauce of the wirhin vote, 
and when required, the same sum is to he _repnitl hy suid 
--- of --- into the Treasury of the State, in nU 
respects conformahly to the Act entitled '' An A"t provid­
ing for the dispmiition and repa_v111P11t of the pul1lic money, 
apportioned to the State or" M11ine, on <.leposile, hy tho 
Government of the United States.>• 

A. B. Agent foa· the - of---. 

SECT. 8. Be itfurther enacted, That the Treas­
urer of the State shall cause a suitable number o( 
blanks of the forms aforesaid, to be prepared, and 
seasonably distributed, together with copies of this 
Act, to each city, town and organized plantation in 
this State. 

SEcT. 9. Be i't further enacted,. Thaf in· case 
any city~ town or plantation shall Vote to have itlt 
proportion remain in the Treasury of the Stat~ for 
the use of such city, town or plantation, the TreUs­
urer of the State, shaJI, at the expen~e and· risk c,r· 

1* 
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such city, town or plantation, loan the same on such 
terms, not exceeding the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, and on such security as he shall consider 
safe and expedient; and such security shall be 
held in trust for such city, town or plantation. 
And the interest received therefrom shall be paya­
ble annually, on the first day of January, at the 
State Treasury, to such Agent or Attorney as may 
be appointed by such city, town or plantation for 
that purpose. And if any city, town or plantation 
shall, at such meeting, vote to refuse to receive its 
proportion of said money, on the terms and condi­
tions specified in this Act, said proportion, with tl}~.:·. 
interest which may accrue therefrom, shall remain· 
in the Treasury, subject to the foture action of the 
Legislature. Provided, however, That any city, 
town or plantation which shall have voted to have 
its proportion of ·said money remain in the Treas­
ury, and receive the interest thereon, may draw 
the principal therefrom in o~e year after it shall 
have given notice in writing to said Treasurer of 
its intention so to do. 

SEcT. 10. Be it further enacted, That if'any 
city, town or plantation shall not, on or before the 
first day of May next, give notice to the Treasurer of 
the State, of its intention to draw from the Treasury 
its proportion of said mouey, said Treasurer shall, 
as soon as the proportion of said city, town or 
plantation shall be ascertained, proceed to loan the 
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same in the manner prescribed in the ninth section 
of this Act. · 

SEcT. 11. Be it further enacted, That for the 
purpose of ascertaining the population of the sev­
eral cities, towns and plantations in this State, the 
Aldermen of cities, the Selectmen of towns, and 
the Assesssors of plantations, are hereby authorized, 
at the expense of their respective cities, towns and 
plantations, to cause the number of the inhabitants 
thereof, ( omitting in such enumeration, foreigners 
not natui·ali7:ed, whose residence h_as not been 
established aneast· four years in any of the cities,. 
towns or p·Ia{1tatioris, or other place wherein such 
enumeration is to be made-and Indians not taxed,) 
to be taken, according' to the directions of this Act. 
The said enumhation shall distinguish all persons 
under the age of four years ; those of four and 
under twenty-one; and those of twenty-one and 
upwards, belonging to each city, town afld planta­
tion in this State, on the first day of March, eigh-
teen hundred and thirty-seven. · 

SECT. 12.. Be it further enacted, That said Al­
dermen, Selectmen or Assessors, or such person or 
persons as shall be appointed by them for that pur­
p~se, shall respectively, befor~ entering upon the 
performance of their duty as aforesaid, take and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation, before some Jus­
tice of the Peace, for the faithful performance o( 
their duties, in substance as follows :-

.-
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I --- --- of--- do solemnly swear, (or affirm) 
that I will truly and faithfully make a full and perfect 
enumeration and description of the persons resident within 
the --- of --- on the the first day of March, eighteen 
hundred anil thirty-seven, and return the same to the 
Treasurer of Maine, aireeably to the directions of an Act, 
entitled" An Act providing for the disposition and repay­
ment of the public money apportioned to the State of Maine, 
on depo~ite, by the Government of the United States," 
aC'.cording lo the best of my ability-and that I will make 
said enumeration and description by actual inquiry at every 
dwelling house in said --- or personal inquiry of thti 
head of every family and not otherwi£e. 

SECT. 13. Be itfurther enacted, That said enum­
eration shall be fully completed, and accurate re­
turns thereof made to the Treasurer of the State, 
on or before the twentieth day of April next, which 
returns shall be made in a schedule, the form of 
which ( with the form of the oath specified in this 
section) shall be provided and furnished by said 
Treasurer, and they shall distinguish the several 
families by the name of their master mistress. or 
head. And the person taking such enumeration, 
shall take and subscribe upon the returns rendered 
by him, an oath or affirmation as follows :-

I --- --- do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the 
numher of persons set forth in the return made by me 
agreeably to the 1,rovisions of the Act entitled "An Act 
provi,ling for the <Iii-position and repayment of the public 
money, apportioned to th~ State of Maine, on deposite., by 
the Government of the Umted States," has been ascertarned 
by an nctual inquiry at e\'ery dwelling house, or a personal 
inquiry of the heatl of every family, in conformity with 
the provisions of said Act; and that the return nf'oresaid is 
r,orrect and true according to the ue.:;t of my knowledge 
and belief. A. B. 
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And the blank forms which the Treasurer is to 
transmit, shall be forwarded to the Sheriffs of the 
respective Counties, whose duty it shall be to cause 
the same to be, forthwith, distributed to the clerks 
of the respective cities, towns and plantations. 
And the Sheriffs' bills therefor shall be presente~ 
to the Legislature for allowance. 

SECT. 14. Be it further enacted, That every per­
son whose usual place of abode shall be in any 
family on said first day of March next, shall be re­
turned as of such family. 

SECT. 15. Be it further enacted, That each and 
every individual of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards, belonging to any fami]y, who is liable to 
be enumerated pursuant to the provisions of this 
Act, whether such individual be the head of the 
family or not, shall be, and hereby is required to 
render to the person appointed to take the enumer­
ation in the city, town, or plantation where such 
individual resides, if required, a true account, to 
the best of his or her knowledge, of the persons 
belonging to such family, respectively, according 
to the several descriptions aforesaid, on pain of for­
feiting twenty dollars to be sued for and recovered 
in an action of debt, by such person, appointed as 
aforesaid, to the use of the city, town or plantation 
in which the parties reside. 

SECT. 16. Be it further enacted, That in. case 
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any city, town, or organized plantation shall neglect 
to have the enumeration provided for in this Act, 
made and returned according to the provisions 
thereof, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer of 
State, as soon as may be, after the time for making 
said returns shal1 have expired, to cause such enu­
meration to be taken by some suitable person or 
persons, to be by him appointed, who shall be under 
oath and proceed in the same manner as provided 
for in the twelfth and thirteen sections of this Act, 
at the expense of such delinquent city, town or 
pln.~t~ticn, to be deducted from the proportion pay­
able to said city, town or plantation. 

SEcT. 17. Be it further enacted, That in com­
puting the number of inhabitants on which the ap­
portionment is to be made, the Treasurer shall 
include all persons resident in any part of the State, 
upon lands not included within the bounds of any 
city, town or organized plantation, and not excluded 
by the terms and conditions of enumeration named 
in the eleventh section of this Act. And for the 
purpose of ascertaining the number of such inhab­
itants, it shall be the duty of the County Commis­
sioners, of the County in which said lands are 
situated, forthwith to appoint some person or persons, 
whose duty it shall be to take and return to the 
State Treasurer the enumeration of persons resident 
on said lands, conforming in the mcde of procedure 
to tlte requirements of this Act, relative to the 
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enumerations to be taken in cities or towns. And 
the expenses thereof, having been first audited and 
allowed by said County Commissioners, shall be 
paid from the Treasury of the State. Provided, 
however, That the first instalment of said money 
received from the Government of the United States, 
shall be apportioned by the Treasurer of State, 
among the several cities, towns and plantations 
thereof, upon the basis adopted by him in the dis­
tribution of the school fund of 1837. And said 
Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to pay 
the same, to the several Agents, (for this purpose 
appointed) on their producing, signing and depos­
iting in his office, the vouchers and receipts re­
quired by the seventh section of this Act. And on 
receiving the returns of the census required by this 
Act; said Treasurer shall so apportion, to the several 
cities, towns and plantations, their share of the sec­
ond instalment of said public money, paid to this 
State, as that the aggregate of both instalments 
shqll be based upon their population as ascertained 
by said census. 

SECT. 18. Be it further enacted, That any city, 
town or organized plantation is hereby authorized 
to appropriate its portion of the surplus revenue, or 
any part thereof for the same purposes that they 
have a right to any moneys accruing in the Treas­
ury from taxation ; also to loan the same in such.man-
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ner as they deem expedient, on receiving safe and 
ample security therefor. 

IN THE HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES,! 

MARCH 8, 1887. 5 
This Bill, having had three several rendings, passed lo be 

enacted. H. HAMLIN, Speaker. 

IN SENATE, MARCH 8, 1887. 

This Bill. having had two several readings, passed to be 
enacted. J. C. 'l'ALBO'l'; President. 

MARCH s, 1887.-APPROVED. 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

ST A TE OF MAINE. 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, ! 
AUGUSTA, MARCH 9, 1887. 5 

I hereby certify, that the foregoing ii a true copy of the 
original deposited in this Office. 

Attest: ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Secretary of State. 




