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FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE.

NO. 4. SENATE.

PETITION of Female Citizens of Brunswick.

To the Senators and Representatives of Maine, in Legislature
assembled ¢

The undersigned, female citizens of Brunswick,
respectfully represent :—That having at least, as
deep an interest as any others, in the moral condi-
tion of society, they conceive themselves entitled to
remonstrate and petition against evils, which threat-
en peculiarly their social happiness.

We remonstrate against the sale of ardent spirits
by comparatively rich men, for the purpose of ad-
ding to their riches.

We remonstrate against this method of making
rich men richer, and poor men poorer—of making
distressed families more distressed—of making a
portion of the human family utterly and hopelessly
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miserable, debasing their moral natures, and thus

clouding with despair their temporal and future pros-

pects. Human misery, intense human misery, with-

out a single incidental benefit, is the result of the

legalized iniquity, against which we remonstrate.— -
We appeal to our constitutional guardians to defend

us against this outrage. We appeal to the moral

courage of the good to come to our rescue against

the mercenary and hard hearted abettors of intem-

perance.

- We represent to your honorable body, that in

consequence of the practice, against which we re-

monstrate, there is in our town and vicinity, a large

class of our sex, who, with their infant families, are

enduring physical and moral distress at which the
heart of sympathy recoils; that many of those, who
are more than widowed by this worse than cholera
or death, would be able to support themselves,

were they relieved from the rapacity and injustice
of intemperate husbands. Your petitioners can
also, from observation and good evidence, assert
that many of such husbands would probably become
useful and respectable, were they protected against
the temptations offered by the sale of ardent spirits
in their immediate neighborhood. We pray your
honors to afford them such protection.

Disclaiming all intentions of dictating to our civil
fathers, we would respectfully inquire, if the perni-
cious traffic in ardent spirits cannot be prohibited,
or confined within such limits, if any, as medical
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purposes may require—whether some legislative pro-
vision cannot be made in favor of the wives of the
habitually intemperate, by which the wives may
be entitled to their earnings and be legally protected
against the society and intrusion of their husbands,
during such time and subject to such limitations as
your wisdom may provide.

We would {urther state that we have been ready,
according to our ability, to aid the suffering victims
of this vice; but our sympathies have been paraliz-
ed by the consideration that we should be indirect-
ly ministering to the vicious appetite, by relieving
the intemperate from the care of their families and
enabling them to spend elf their wages in rum.—
We are compelled to state that in this course of re-
mark, we reason, not from theory, but from fact.

We further represent, as a peculiar and aggravat-
ed injustice to our sex, that, in consequence of this
nefarious traffic, the wives of the intemperate are,
in frequent instances, driven by the force of mere
despair to the same utterly destructive practice of in-
temperance; brutalizing themselves and entailing
on society a race of vicious and brutified children.

In conclusion, we pray your honors, that howev-
er you may think fit to treat our suggestions, you
would devise ways and means to cripple and des-
troy the trade in alcoholic liquors—a trade which,
however its immorality may once have been miti-
gated as a sin of ignorance, must now be regarded as
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highly criminal in all the parties to it; a trade,
hurtful to society, and peculiarly hostile to free in-
stitutions, by sapping the foundations of virtue and
piety on which they are built—a trade, detestable
to all good men, and especially to a holy God.
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STATE OF MAINE.
Ix Senare, January 24th, 1835.

Ordered, that five hundred copies of the foregoing Petition be
printed for the use of the Legislature.

[Extract from Journal.]
Attest, WILLIAM TRAFTON, Secretary.

WM. J. CONDON....PRINTER TO THE STATE,






