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Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 §212

CHAPTER 9
ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS

Subhch. Sec.
I. General Provisions - ... ... 211
II. School Directors .. - e 301

SUBCHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.

211. Declaration of policy.

212. Powers and duties of Board of Education.

213. Criteria for districts.

214. Special secondary school contracts.

215. Formation of district.

216. Organization.

217. Transfer of property and assets.

218. Reserve fund for capital outlay purposes.

219. Application of general law.

220, Transportation.

221. Superintendent of School Administrative District.
222. Additions and dissolution,

223. Regulations.

224. Operational date; teachers’ and superintendents’ contracts.
225. District meetings.

226. —Budget.

§ 211. Declaration of policy

It is declared to be the policy of the State to encourage the
development of school administrative units of sufficient size to
provide a more equalized educational opportunity for pupils, to
establish satisfactory school programs and to achieve a greater
uniformity of school tax rates among the School Administrative
Districts and a more effective use of the public funds expended for
the support of public schools.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c¢.443, § 2.

§ 212. Powers and duties of Board of Education

The board shall adopt such bylaws, rules and regulations for
the calling and holding of meetings and the administration of its
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20 § 212 EDUCATION Title 20

affairs as it deems appropriate and necessary to effectuate the
purposes of this chapter. A majority of the membership of the
board shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting
business.

The board shall develop a state plan for the creation of
efficient School Administrative Districts throughout the State
and for the purpose of approving applications for the organization
of School Administrative Districts.

The board is empowered and authorized and it shall be their
duty:

1. Appoint employees. To appoint and employ in accord-
ance with the Personnel Law such personnel as may be deemed
necessary to carry out the duties imposed upon it by this chapter,
to fix the duties of such employees and to utilize staff of the State
Department of Education and make funds available therefor;

1961, c. 417, § 122,

2. Study, plans and report. To be responsible for a thorough
study of school conditions and needs in the State, to determine
plans for the establishment of appropriate School Administrative
Districts in all organized territory of the State and to report its
actions and recommendations to each regular session of the
Legislature on or before January 10th. This chapter shall be in
full force and effect whether or not such study, plans or report
have been made. Said study and planning shall be directed by
the board but shall include all possible participation and assistance
by citizens and organizations at the local level;

1961, c. 417, § 122; c. 294.

3. Uniform minimum tax rate. To evaluate the impact of
consolidation on valuation per pupil in the larger district as com-
pared to the individual towns comprising the district and make
definite recommendations with respect to an eventual uniform
minimum tax rate toward the support of a foundation program
of education when these larger districts have been appropriately
established throughout the State;

4. Survey school building needs and costs. To survey, as
completely as possible, school building needs and costs in the
respective proposed districts which are required to effectively
accomplish the organization of the districts;

5. Applications for district. To further expedite this reor-
ganization by receiving, filing, examining and approving or dis-
approving applications by the superintending school committees
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Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 § 213

of all the municipalities wishing to establish a School Adminis-
trative District;

6. Establishment of disiricts not eligible for commission
approval. To further expedite the reorganization of administra-
tive units by receiving, examining and recommending to the
Legislature the establishment of School Administrative Districts
which are not eligible for board approval under section 213.
(1961, c. 294.)

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1961, c. 417, §§ 121, 122;
c. 294,

§ 213. Criteria for districts

The beard may approve the formation of School Administra-
tive Districts which had at least 300 resident secondary pupils
educated at public expense in grades 9 through 12 as indicated in
the last returns made to the commissioner under section 966.

The board may, in addition, approve the formation of a
School Administrative District from any community school dis-
trict existing on April 1, 1957 which has been formed under the
general law or by special legislative charter and was operating
a school on April 1, 1957, which offered a program of education
for grades 9 through 12, irrespective of the number of resident
pupils educated at public expense in grades 9 through 12 as in-
dicated in the last return made to the commissioner under sec-
tion 966.

The board may in addition to the power conferred in the pre-
ceding paragraph approve the formation of a School Adminis-
trative District from any community school district existing on
April 1, 1957, which has been formed under the general law or
by special legislative charter and was operating a school on April
1, 1957, which offered a program of education in grades 9 through
12 along with any other municipality or municipalities which de-
sire to join with the area within any existing community school
district, irrespective of the number of resident pupils educated at
public expense in grades 9 through 12 as indicated in the last re-
turn made to the commissioner under section 966.

The board may, in addition to the power conferred in this
section, approve the formation of a Schocl Administrative District
which had not less than 50 resident secondary pupils educated at
public expense in grades 9 through 12 as indicated in the last re-
turn to the commissioner under section 966, provided that on
the date of the approval there was on file with the board a con-
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20 §213 EDUCATION Title 20

tract offer duly authorized and executed running to the proposed
School Administrative District from a municipality having 100
or more resident pupils educated at public expense in grades 9
through 12 as indicated on the last return to the commissioner
under section 966, to take and educate all pupiis in grades 9
through 12 in the proposed School Adrainistrative District for a
period of from 5 to 20 years. Provided that in combination
with the proposed School Administrative District the total num-
ber of resident high school pupils to be educated in grades 9
through 12 exceeds 300.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 2; 1961, c.
96, § 1; c. 294.

§ 214. Special secondary school contracts

Where a School Administrative District is proposed to be
formed under the last paragraph of section 213, a municipality
having 100 or more resident pupils, educated at public expense,
in grades 9 through 12 as indicated on the last return to the com-
missioner under section 966, acting through its school board or
superintending school committee, shall be authorized to make a
contract offer to a proposed School Administrative District,
provided that said school board or superintending school com-
mittee has been authorized to make zuch contract offer by the
city council, if the municipality is a city, or by the legislative body
of a town, if the municipality is a town, in accordance with their
respective city charters, town charters or under the general law
relating to towns.

The contract offer shall be reduced to writing and signed by
the school board or superintending schecol commitice or someone
acting under their authority and shall include but not ke limited
to the following: It shall contain a provision that the offer may
not be revoked for 9 months from the date thereof; a provision
spelling out the formula or terms or conditions by which tuition
shall be computed but that the tuition to be paid shall not exceed
the legal tuition charge provided in this Title; a provision that
the contract offer when accepted shall :run for a period of from
5 to 20 years and that the contract upon its acceptance cannot
be changed, altered or amended, or muiually rescinded except as
permitted by special Act of the Legislature.

When a School Administrative Dist:-ict has been formed, re-
lying upon a contract offer that is outstanding, the Directors of
the School Administrative District shall, on the date that the
School Administrative District is placed in operation, accept said
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Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 § 215

contract offer by signing the same and returning the original cor:-
tract to the offering municipality and sending a certified copy to
the commissioner.

1959, c. 353, § 2; 1961, c. 96, § 2.

§ 215. Formation of district

The residents of and the territory within 2 or more mu-
nicipalities may form a School Administrative District, which
shall be a body politic and corporate, by proceeding as follows:

1. Application. The superintending school committees of
the municipalities that desire to form a Schoo! Administrative
District shall file an application with the board setting forth the
names of the municipalities that propose to join to form said dis-
trict on a form to be prepared by the board and shall furnish such
other data as the board may determine necessary and proper for
its deliberations.

1961, c. 294.

2. Noftice of joint meeting. If the proposed district is found
to be eligible by the board and is approved by it, the board shall
give notice to the municipal officers and the members of the super-
intending school committee in the municipalities within the pro-
posed School Administrative District of a date, time and place
of a joint meeting of the municipal officers and the superintend-
ing school committee members of each municipality. The no-
tice shall be in writing and sent by registered or certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, to the addresses as shown on the applica-
tion mentioned in subsection 1. A return receipt properly en-
dorsed shall be evidence of the receipt of notice. The notice shall
be mailed at least 10 days prior to the date set for the meet-
ing.

1961, c. 294.

3. Meeting. The members of the school committee and
the municipal officers of the municipalities within the proposed
Administrative School District shall meet at the time and place
appointed and organize the meeting by electing a chairman and
a secretary. No action shall be taken at the meeting unless at
the time of the convening thereof there are present at least 14, of
the total number of municipal officers and school committee mem-
bers eligible to attend and vote at said meeting, other than to re-
port to the board that a quorum was not present and request said
board to issue a new notice for another meeting in the same man-
ner set forth in subsection 2. The purpose of the meeting shall
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20 § 215 EDUCATION Title 20

be to determine a fair and equitable number of school directors
to be elected by and to represent each participating municipality.
When a decision has been reached on the number of school di-
rectors and the number to represent each municipality, within the
limitations provided, this shall be reducad to writing by the secre-
tary and must be passed by a vote of 24 of those present. The
vote shall be reduced to writing and the record of the meeting
shall be signed by the chairman and attested by the secretary
and forwarded to the board who shall receive and keep the
same,

1961, c. 294.

4, Atrticles to be voted on. When the record of the meet-
ing has been received by the board and found to be in order, the
board shall order the question of the formation of the proposed
Schoo! Administrative District and other questions relating there-
to to be submitted to the legal voters of the municipalities which
fall within the proposed School Administrative District. The
order shall be directed to the municipal officers of the municipali-
ties which propose to form a School Administrative District,
directing them to call town meetings or city elections, as the case
may be, for the purpose of voting in favor of or in opposition to
each article in the following form:

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to join with
the municipalities of (naming them) to form a School Administra-
tive District.

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to approve
the allocation of representation among the municipalities on the
Board of School Directors as recommended by the school com-
mittees and municipal officers and listed as follows: The total
number of directors shall be , and the town of

shall be entitled to directors, etc.

Article : To choose ——————— school director(s) to rep-

resent the town on the Boarén%?bélghoo]v Directors of the School
Administrative District.

Where coterminocus school districts exist or there is indebtedness
outstanding for school construction or the purchase of personal
property used for school purposes in any of the municipalities con-
cerned, the following additional article must be acted upon simi-
larly:

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to authorize
the district to assume full responsibility for amortizing the fol-
lowing listed indebtedness now outstanding in the municipalities
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Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 § 215

and school districts comprising the Schcol Administrative District
under consideration. (The list must include the name of the
obligated municipality or school district, type of obligation,
amount unpaid, interest rate and the payment schedule for all
outstanding school indebtedness of a:l the municipalities and
school districts comprising the School Administrative District
under consideration.)

Existing community school districts may become School Adminis-
trative Districts on approval of the board and may suspend op-
eration as a community school district if each of the participating
municipalities acts affirmatively on an article similar in form
to the following, prior to accepting the other articles required in
this section:

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to authorize
the Community School District, of which said municipality
is a part, to suspend operation as a community school district and
organize and operate as a School Administrative District in ac-
cordance with action on the following article.

Municipalities, including all of those participating in an existing
community school district, may form a School Administrative
District on approval of the board and suspend the operation of the
community school district if each of such participating municipali-
ties acts affirmatively on an article similar in form to the follow-
ing, and acts affirmatively on each of the other articles required
in this section.

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to authorize
the suspension of the Community School District in or-
der to organize and operate as a part of a larger School Admin-
istrative District.

In the event it is proposed to suspend the operation of a com-
munity school district pursuant to either of the immediately pre-
ceding articles, the above article with respect to the assumption
of indebtedness will be modified to include the outstanding indebt-
edness of the community school district. The creation of any
such community school district and all proceedings taken in con-
nection with the issuance of such outstanding indebtedness are
hereby ratified, validated and confirmed.

When affirmative action is taken in accordance with the pre-
ceding articles in each of the participating municipalities, said
district shall, upon the date that it takes over the operation of
the public schools within its jurisdiction, become eligible to the
benefits of sections 3456 and 3518 and become responsible for as-
sessing in all the participating municipalities in the new School

869



20 §215 EDUCATION Title 20

Administrative District, collecting and paying over to the trustees
of the community school district each year the funds necessary
to amortize all outstanding capital outlay indebtedness existing
at the time when the operation of the community school district
was suspended.

When a School Administrative District is to be formed under the
last paragraph of section 213 or where the study filed with and
approved by the board requires that the proposed School Ad-
ministrative District contract for the education of the pupils in
grades 9 through 12 with a designated academy, the following
article must be acted upon:

Article : To see if the municipality will vote to join with

the municipalities of to form a School
(naming them)

Administrative District, which district is hereby authorized and
directed to accept the contract offer of
for the schooling of pupils in grades 9 through 12.

Approval of each article in each municipality shall be by a ma-
jority vote of those voting in each municipality on each article.
(1959, c. 353, §§ 4, 5; 1961, c. 294; c. 417, § 123.)

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, §§ 4, 5; 1961,
c. 294; c. 417, § 123.

§ 216. Organization

When the residents of each of the municipalities have voted
upon the formation of the proposed School Administrative Dis-
trict and all of the other questions submitted therewith, the clerks
of each of the municipalities shall make a return to the board in
such form as the board shall determine. If the board finds that a
majority of the residents within each of the municipalities in-
volved, voting on each of the articles or questions submitted to
them, have voted in the afiirmative, and have elected the neces-
sary school directors to represent each municipality, and that all
other steps in the formation of the proposed School Administra-
tive District are in order and in conformity with law, the board
shall make a finding to that effect and record the same upon its
records. The board shall further assign a number to each School
Administrative District so formed in the order of their forma-
tion in the following form, “School Administrative District No.

,” which shall be the official title of the School Administra-
tive District.

The board shall, immediately after making its finding, issue
a certificate of organization in such form as the board shall de-
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Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 § 217

termine. The original certificate shall be delivered to the school
directors on the day that they organize and a copy of said cer-
tificate, attested by the secretary of the board, shall be filed and
recorded in the office of the Secretary of State. The issuance of
such certificate by the board shall be conclusive evidence of the
lawful organization of the School Administrative District. The
School Administrative District shall nct be operative until the
date set by the board under section 302,

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 6; 1961, c.
294,

§ 217. Transfer of property and assets

When the territory of a school district, community school dis-
trict or a municipality falls within a School Administrative Dis-
trict which has been issued its certificate of organization and has
assumed the management and control of the operation of the
public schools within the School Administrative District, the
school directors shall determine what school property and build-
ings owned by any school district, community school district or
municipality within the School Administrative District shall be
necessary to carry on the functions of the School Administrative
District and shall request in writing that the trustees of any school
district, community school district or the municipal officers of any
municipality within the School Administrative District convey
the title to such school property and buildings to said School
Administrative District, and the trustees of a school district,
community school district or the municipal officers of any munici-
pality shall make such convevance notwithstanding any other
provision in the charter of said school district, community school
district, municipality or other provisions of law.

Where a municipality falls within a School Administrative
District which has been issued its certificate of organization and
has assumed the management and control of the operation of the
public schools within the School Administrative District and such
municipality has entered into a lease agreement with the Maine
School Building Authority under which agreement the Maine
School Building Authority has constructed and leased to the
raunicipality a school building or buildings, and the future rentals
due the Maine School Building Authority from said municipality
under said lease have been assumed by the School Administrative
District, the School Administrative District shall, by operation of
law, become the assignee of the municipality and assume all the
duties and liabilities under said lease agreement which had here-
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tofore been the responsibility of the municipality, and the Maine
School Building Authority, upon the completion of all reatal
payments and other conditions in said lease, shall convey the
title to the School Administrative District notwithstanding any
provision in the lease or other provision of the law to the con-
trary.

Where in the formation of a School Administrative District
the School Administrative District has assumed the outstanding
indebtedness of any municipality, schcol district or community
school district, the directors of the School Administrative District
shall be entitled to the use of any sinking fund or any other
moneys that have been set aside by the municipality, school dis-
trict or community school district for the payment of any or all
of the indebtedness which has been assumed by the School Ad-
ministrative District notwithstanding any other provision of any
Act cof the Legislature or any provision of any trust agreement to
the contrary, provided that the school directors shall only use
the money so set aside for the purpose of retiring any or all of the
assumed indebtedness for which it was previously dedicated.

Any municipality within any Schonl Administrative District
that has taken over the operation of the public schools may raise
and appropriate moneys and transfer the same by vote of the
municipality to the School Administrative District solely for
capital outlay purposes.

Any municipality within the confines of an area which has
applied to the board to be approved as a School Administrative
District may raise and appropriate money by proper vote of the
town to be transferred to the proposed School Administrative
District, if and when said district takes over the operation of the
public school within its jurisdiction. Said moneys shall be used
only for capital outlay purposes. If the town shall vote to make
such a transfer, it shall not have the right to rescind such vote
until 9 months after said vote or until the proposed School Ad-
ministrative District fails of approval either by the board or by
the residents in the several towns within the proposed School
Administrative District, whichever is earlier.

1957, c. 443, § 2; 1961, c. 294.

§ 218. Reserve fund for capital outlay purposes

A School Administrative District may establish a reserve
fund for capital outlay purposes as defined in section 3518, by add-
ing a request therefor in the district budget. The Board of School
Directors shall be the trustees of the reserve fund, The reserve
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fund shall be deposited or invested by the treasurer under the
direction of the Board of School Directors.

Reserve funds, trust funds and all permanent funds shall be
deposited or invested by the treazurer, by direction of the Board
of School Directors as follows:

1. Banks. Deposited in savings banks, trust companies and
national banks in the State;

A. The balance at any time in any bank shall not exceed
the amount insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration.

2. Building and loan associations, Invested in shares of
building and loan or savings and loan associations organized under
state law.

3. Investments as savings banks. I[nvested according to the
law governing the investment of the funds of savings banks in
Title 9, chapter 51.

A. For the purpose of this section, the words ‘“deposits of
a bank” or their equivalent, as used in Title 9, chapter 51,
mean the total assets of the reserve fund, trust fund or other
permanent fund being invested, but the limitation concerning
the maximum amount which may be invested in a security
or type of security under Title 9, chapter 51 applies only to
an investment in that security or type of security which ex-
ceeds $2,000.

The Board of School Directors shsll have the authority to
expend all or any part of the sum in the reserve fund when author-
ized to do so by a vote of the district at a district meeting or a
district budget meeting, when an article for such a purpose is set
out in the warrant calling the meeting.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 11.

§ 219. Application of general law

All schools operated by School Administrative Districts, when
established, shall be considered the official schools of the partici-
pating municipalities and all provisions of the general law relating
to public education shall apply to said schools. Special courses
and other bases for allocations to municipalities because of these
schools shall be paid by the State directly to the treasurer of the
administrative districts.

1957, ¢. 364, § 1-B; ¢. 443, § 2.
873
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§ 220. Transpertation

The superintendent of the School Administrative Distriet,
with the approval of the school directors, shall procure the con-
veyance of all public school pupils residing in the district a part
or the whole of the distance to and firom the nearest suitable
school for the nurmber of weeks for which the schools are main-
tained in each year when such public scihool pupils reside at such
a distance from the school as in the judgment of the school direc-
tors shall render such conveyance necessary. In all cases, con-
veyance so provided shall conserve the comfort, safety and wel-
fare of the pupils conveyed and shall be in charge of a responsible
driver who shall have control over the conduct of the pupils while
they are being conveyed. Contracts for said conveyance may be
made for a period not to exceed 3 years. S.ich contracts shall be
executed by the superintendent of the School Administrative Dis-
trict with the approval of the school directors. The expenditures
for transportation shall be considered as expense of operation of
said school or schools in such School Administrative Districts.

Whenever a parent or guardian having children of compul-
sory school age in his care domiciles such children in a location
remote from and inaccessible to schools or public highways, he
shall be personally responsible for the cost of boarding these
children within walking distance to an established public school
or for providing suitable conveyance to a public highway. Failure
to so provide conveyance or board shall be considered a violation
of the truancy law and punished accordingly.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2.

§ 221. Superintendent of School Administrative District

The superintendent of the School Administrative District
and such other staff personnel as the school directors deem neces-
sary shall be selected by a majority vote of the full membership
of the Board of School Directors and said superintendent of
zchools shall have the same duties, powers and responsibilities
with respect to the schools within the School Administrative
District and the Board of School Direcrors as are prescribed by
law for public school superintendents. In addition to other
duties assigned him, he shall serve as secretary and treasurer of
the School Administrative District or Districts and keep an
accurate record of all meetings of the School Administrative
District.

1857, ¢. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, 5 2.
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§ 222. Additions and dissolution

The residents of and the territory within any municipality
not originally in an administrative district may be included by
proceeding as follows: The school committee of the municipality
wishing to join with an existing School Administrative District
may file an application with the State Board of Education on a
form to be prepared by the board. The board shall receive the
application, make a study of the necessity for joining this munici-
pality with an existing School Administrative District and recom-
mend an agreement by which the municipality may become a
member. This agreement shall be forwarded to the secretary of
the School Administrative District and to the clerk of the munici-
pality desiring to join the district. Within 45 days after receipt of
said agreement by the clerk of the municipality desiring to join
the district, said municipality, at a regular or special town meet-
ing or city election, shall vote on the agreement in the following
form:

Article . To see if the municipality will vote to join
School Administrative District No. ...... as a participating
municipality of the district under the following terms and con-
ditions: (Set forth agreement recommended by the State Board
of Education.)

The town clerk of the municipality desiring admission shall
send a certified copy of the results of the vote to the secretary
of the School Administrative District. If the board of directors
finds that the vote was in the affirmative the directors shall call
a district meeting in accordance with section 225 to vote upon the
following article:

Article : To see if the district will vote to admit the
municipality of ........ into School Administrative District No.
...... as a participating municipality of the district under the
following terms and conditions: (Set forth agreement recom-
mended by the State Board of Education.)

The clerks of all the municipalities voting on the above ques-
tions shall forward to the State Board of Education a certified
report of the total number of affirmative and negative votes cast
on the above questions. Upon receipt of the results of the voting
from all municipalities, the board shall meet, compute and record
the result of the voting and shall notify by registered mail the
town clerk of the municipality seeking to join the School Admin-
istrative District and the secretary of the School Administrative
District of the results of said vote. If the board finds that a
majority of the voters voting on the question in the district and
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a majority of the voters voting on the question in the municipality
desiring to join the district favor admission of the municipality
into the district, the board shall make & finding to that effect and
record the same upon its records. The board shall, after making
its findings, issue an amended certificate for School Administra-
tive District No. ...... which shall be filed in the same manner as
the original certificate. The issuance of said amended certificate
by the board shall be conclusive evidence of the admittance of
that municipality to the School Administrative District.

When the residents of a participating municipality desire to
petition for dissolution of a School Administrative District, such
petition shall become effective when approved by a 24 vote of the
legal voters in said municipality present and voting at a special
meeting, called and held in the manner provided by law for the
calling and holding of town meetings or city elections. The ques-~
tion to be voted upon shall be in the following form: Be it re-

solved by the residents of the Town of ........ that a petition
for dissolution be filed with the directors of School Administra-
tive District No. ...... No ...... Yes ....... No such vote

on a petition for dissolution shall be permitted while such School
Adminjstrative District shall have outstanding indebtedness.
Outstanding indebtedness is defined as bonds or notes for capital
outlay purposes issued by the school directors pursuant to approv-
al thereof in a district meeting of such School Administrative
District, or obligations to the Maine School Building Authority
pursuant to any contract, lease or agreement made by the school
directors pursuant to approval thereof in a district meeting of
such School Administrative District, but shall’ not include any
indebtedness of any municipality assumed by the School Adminis-
trative District, nor any contract, lease cr agreement cf the Maine
School Building Authority to which by operaticon of law the School
Administrative District has become the assignee.

After residents of a participating municipality have voted on
a petition for dissolution, the clerk thereof shall forthwith give
written notices by registered mail to the secretary of said School
Administrative District and the State Board of Education of the
total number of affirmative and the total number of negative votes.
Ii the board finds that 24 of the voters voting on said petition have
voted in the affirmative, the board shall make a finding of fact
o that effect and record it in its records.

The State Board of Education, after consultation with the
district board of directors and municipal officers of the participat-
ing municipalities, shall prepare an agreement for dissolution,
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The board is authorized to employ competent advisors in pre-
paring an agreement. Said agreement shall be submitted to the
directors of the School Administrative District and the municipal
officers of the participating municipalities meeting in joint session.
The board shall notify said directors and said municipal officers
by registered mail of the time and place of said joint session and
shall include in said notice a copy of the proposed agreement of
dissolution. The notice shall be mailed at least 10 days prior to
the date set for the joint session. Said municipal officers and
school directors may offer suggestions for change in the agree-
ment. The board shall note and consider said suggestions in pre-
paring the final agreement for dissolution. Within 60 days of
the receipt of the petition for dissolution and such necessary ex-
tensions of time as may be granted by a majority of the partici-
pating municipalities as represented by their municipal officers,
the final agreement shall be forwarded to the secretary of the
School Administrative District by registared mail.

The State Board of Education shall determine the date upon
which all municipalities shall vote upon the dissolution agree-
ment submitted to them. The board shall give written notice by
registered or certified mail, at least 10 days before the date so
set, which notice shall be sent directly to the town or city clerk
of each municipality having a right to vote on the dissolution
agreement. The town or city clerk shall immediately notify the
municipal officers upon receipt of said notice and said municipal
officers shall meet and immediately issue a warrant for a special
town meeting or city election, as the case may be, and the date
of said town meeting or said city election so called shall be the
date as designated by said board and no other date shall be used.
In the respective warrants the municipal officers shall direct that
the polls shall be open at 10 o’clock in the forenoon and shall re-
main open until 7 o’clock in the afternoon.

Except as otherwise herein provided, the voting at meetings
held in towns shall be held and conducted in accordance with
Title 30, sections 2061 to 2064, even though the town has not ac-
cepted the provisions of said section 2061, and the voting at meet-
ings in cities shall be held and conducted in accordance with Title
21. 1In no event shall voting by absentee ballot be permitted.

Article : To see if the residents of School Adminis-
trative District No. ... ... will vote to dissolve School Admin-
istrative District No. ...... subject to the terms and conditions
of the dissolution agreement dated ...... 19.... Yes ......
No. .......
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The dissolution agreement need not. be printed on the ballot.
Copies of said agreement must be posted in each participating
municipality in the same manner as specimen ballots must now be
posted under Title 30, chapter 207,

No participating municipality within a district which has vot-
ed on dissolution may petition for dissolution within 6 months
after the date of the district vote on such dissolution. The ex-
pense of employment of competent advisors in preparing the
agreement of dissolution shall be paid by the State Board of
Education. In the event the School Adrainistrative District votes
not to dissolve, the municipality petitioning for dissolution shall
reimburse the board for said expenses. In the event the School
Administrative District votes to dissolve, the School Administra-
tive District shall reimburse the board for said expenses.

The town and city clerks shall, within 24 hours of determina-
tion of the results of the vote in their respective municipalities,
certify the total number of votes cast in the affirmative and the
total number of votes cast in the negative on the article to the
board.

Upon receipt of the results of the voting from all municipali-
ties, the board shall mcet, compute and record the total number
of votes cast in the municipalities within the School Administra-
tive District in the affirmative and the total number of votes cast
in the negative on the article submitted. The board shall notify
the directors of the district by registered mail of the results of
said vote. If the board finds that a majority of the voters voting
on the article have voted in the affirmative they shall notify the
directors of the district to forthwith execute the terms of the
agreement for dissolution.

If within 7 days of the computatior: and recording of the re-
sults of the voting from all municipalities, the municipal oflicers
of any participating municipality request in writing a recount of
the votes in the district, the board shall forthwith cause the check
lists and all the ballots cast in all of the participating municipali-
ties to be collected and kept at the board office so they may be
recounted by interested municipalities. The town clerks of the
participating municipalities are authorized to deliver said check
lists and ballots to the board notwithstanding any other provision
of the law to the contrary. The board shall resolve any question
with regard to disputed ballots.

When the agreement for dissolution has been executed by
the directors of the School Administrative District, the directors
shall notify the board by registered mail that the agreement of
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dissolution has been executed. A complete certified record of the
{ransaciion involved in the dissolution shall be filed with the board
and the board shall forthwith issue a certificate of dissolution sent
by registered mail to be filed with the directors of the School
Administrative District, and a copy recorded in the office of the
Secretary of State.

The foundation program allowance for former member
towns of dissolved School Administrative Districts in the year of
dissolution shall be as follows:

The average of the 2 preceding years’ resident pupil count,
as hereinafter defined, of the member town shall be multiplied by
the applicable dollar allowance set forth in Table 1, section 3722.
Resident pupil count shall be the average April 1st pupil count of
the 2 school years next preceding the convening of the Legisla-
ture. This computation shall be made for elementary and second-
ary pupils, except that any member town, which prior to entrance
into the School Administrative District did not operate elemen-
tary or secondary schools, but operated on a tuition basis with
other towns, shall be considered for the purpose of this computa-
tion as having paid the average tuition rate of the School Admin-
istrative District for the 2 preceding years.

To these amounts so computed, there shall be added the
average of the expenditures by the School Administrative Dis-
trict for the 2 preceding school years for board for the benefit of
students of the member town; in addition, there shall be added an
allowance for transportation expenditures which shall be com-
puted by dividing the sum of the School Administrative District’s
transportation expenses for the 2 preceding years by the resident
pupil count of the School Administrative District and multiplying
the result by the resident pupil count of the member town.

The average net operating cost of the School Administrative
District for the 2 preceding years as computed for the district
shall be apportioned to the member town in the same proportion
as the resident pupil count of the member town bears to the
total resident pupil couni of the School Administrative District.
The subsidy to individual member towns shall then be corapuied
in accordance with section 3723.

For the biennium fcllowing the dissolution year, the above
computation shall be made for that portion of the 2-year period
during which the town was actually a member of the School Ad-
ministrative District; the computation for the balance of the 2-
vear period shall be made as set forth in sections 3722 and 3723.
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1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1961, c. 270, § 1; c 294;
1963, c. 20, §§ 1-4.

§ 223. Regulations

Subject to this chapter and sections 1901, 1902, 3456, 3518
and 3721 to 3723, the State Board of Education may make such
reasonable regulations as it may find necessary for carrying out
the purposes, provisions and intent of these sections,

1957, c. 443, § 2; 1961, c. 294; c. 417, § 125.

§ 224. Operational date; teachers’ and superintendents’ con-
tracts

Notwithstanding the prior issuance of a certificate of organi-
zation, a School Administrative District shall not be in operation
and shall not exercise any of its powers granted until the date set
by the State Board of Education, as provided in section 302. On
the date so set, the School Administrative District shall become
operative and the school directors shall assume the management
and control of the operation of all of the public schools within the
district and the municipalities, coterminous school districts or
community school districts within said district on and after said
date shall have no responsibility for the cperation or control of the
public schools within their respective jurisdictions, provided on
the date so set the balance then remaining in the school accounts
of the municipalities within said School Administrative District
shall become the property of the School Administrative District
and shall be paid over to the treasurer of the School Administra-
tive District in equal monthly installments not to exceed 12 in
number notwithstanding section 3453. The money held by any
coterminous school district or any community school district
within the School Administrative District shall also be transferred
to the treasurer of the School Administrative District in the same
manner and with the same limitations notwithstanding any pro-
vision in any charter to the contrary.

On the date that the School Administrative District becomes
operative, the contracts between the municipalities within the dis-
trict and all teachers shall automatically be assigned to the School
Administrative District as of the date so set and the School Ad-
ministrative District shall be responsible for assigning the teacher
to his duties and making payments upon said contract., The con-
tracts between the superintendents of schools and any of the mu-
nicipalities within said district shall automatically be assigned to
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the School Administrative District as of the date so set and the
superintendents’ duties with regard to the towns within the School
Administrative District shall be thereafter determined by the
school directors and the School Administrative District shall pay
thereafter the proportionate part of superintendents’ salary that
the municipality or municipalities heretofore were required to
pay.
1957, c. 443, § 2; 1961, c. 294,

§ 225. District meetings

When it is necessary to hold a district meeting to approve the
issuance of bonds or notes for capital outlay purposes, to approve
an agreement to add another municipality or municipalities to the
School Administrative District, or to approve a proposed lease
agreement with the Maine School Building Authority, or to au-
thorize the school directors to contract for the schooling of sec-
ondary pupils, or to authorize the school directors to dispose of
real property, the school directors shall be authorized to call such
meeting as follows:

1. Warrant. Each district meeting shall be called by a war-
rant. The warrant shall be signed by a majority of the school
directors.

2. Procedure. The warrant for cslling the district meeting
shall be as follows:

A. It shall specify that the municipal officers of the mu-
nicipalities within the School Administrative District shall
call a meeting or city election within 45 days of the date of
the warrant.

B. It shall set forth the article or articles to be acted upon
at each municipal meeting or election.

C. It shall be directed to any resident of the School Ad-
ministrative District by name ordering him to notify the
municipal officers of each of the municipalities within the
School Administrative District to call a town meeting or city
election within 45 days of the date of the warrant.

D. Service of the warrant issued by the school directors
shall be made upon the town or city clerk of each of the mu-
nicipalities within the School Administrative District by de-
livering an attested copy of the warrant in hand within 3
days of the date of the warrant.

3 Maine Rev.Stats.—50 881
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. The person who serves the warrant shall make a return
on the warrant stating the manner of service and the time
when it was given,

F. The town or city clerk so served shall immediately notify
the municipal officers within his municipality of this fact and
the municipal officers shall forthwith meet and issue their
warrants to call town meetings or city elections and the war-
rants and other notices for said meetings shall be in the
same manner as provided in Title 2.

(¢, The voting at meetings held in towns shall be held and
conducted in accordance with Title 30, sections 2061 to 2064,
even though the town has not accepted the provisions of said
section 2061.

H. The voting at meetings in cities shall be held and con-
ducted in accordance with Title 21.

1961, c. 360, § 3; c. 366, § 6-A; c. 417, § 126.

3. ¥Form. Form of said articles:

A. When a meeting is called for the purpose of authorizing
the issuance of bonds or notes for capital outlay purposes,
the questions to be inserted in all warrants shall be substan-
tially as follows:

The following question is to be used where a new school is
to be constructed:

“Shall the school directors of School Administrative District
be authorized to issue bonds or notes in the name
of said district for capital outlay purposes in an amount not
to exceed $ , to construct a

No.

(primary or secondary school)
to be located at ?
(specifically define lot where school is to be erected)

Yes No”

Question to be used for the purpose of authorizing the is-
suance of bonds and notes for other capital outlay purposes
shall be substantially as follows:

“Shall the school directors of School Administrative
District No. ...... be authorized to issue bonds or
notes in the name of said district for capital outlay pur-
poses in an amount not to exceed $...... for the purpose

»
L

there state purpose of capital outlay)

Yes No”
832



Ch. 9 ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 20 § 225

B. When a meeting is called for the purpose of approving
the addition to the School Administrative District of a mu-
nicipality or municipalities, the article shall be in the form
set forth in section 222.

C. When a meeting is called for the purpose of approving
a proposed lease agreement with the Maine School Building
Authority, the article shall be exactly as is set forth in the
proposed lease agreement,

D. When a meeting is called for the purpose of authorizing
the school directors to contract for the schooling of seconda-
ry pupils, the article to be inserted in all warrants shall
be as follows:

‘“‘Shall the school directors of School Administrative District
No....... be authorized to contract in the name of the name
of the district with . ........ . ... ... ... . . ... ... for

(Name of Administrative Unit or Academy)
the schooling of secondary pupils fora termof ...... years?

Yes [ No 17

E. When a meeting is called for the purpose of authorizing
the school directors to dispose of real property, the ar-
ticle to be inserted in all warrants shall be as follows:

“Shall the school directors of School Administrative District
No....... be authorized to dispose of .................. ?

(describe the property)
Yes [ No [”
1959, c. 353, § 14; 1961, c. 366, §§ 6-B, 6-C; c. 417, § 127.

4. Return and counting of votes.

A. The town and city clerks shall, within 24 hours of the
determination of the results of the vote in their respective
municipalities, certify the total number of votes cast in the
affirmative and the total number of votes cast in the nega-
tive on each article to the school directors.

B. Assoon as all of the results from all of the municipalities
have been returned to the school directors, the directors shall
meet and compute the total number of votes cast in all of
the municipalities within the School Administrative District
in the affirmative and the total number of votes cast in all
of the municipalities within the School Administrative Dis-
trict in the negative on each article submitted.

C. If they determine that there were more votes cast in
the affirmative than there were in the negative, on a given

883



20 §225 EDUCATION Title 20

article, they shall so declare and find that the article has
passed and enter this declaration and their computations
upon their records and send certified copies of the same to
each town or city clerk within the School Administrative
District.

D. If the school directors determine that the total number
of votes cast on any article in the affirmative is equal to or
less than the total votes cast in the negative, they shall de-
clare that the article has not passed and enter their declara-
tion and computations on their records and send certified
copies of the same to the town and city clerk of each of the
municipalities within the School Administrative District.

1957, c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 14; 1961, c. 270, § 2; c.
360, § 3; c. 366, §§ 6-A, 6-B, 6-C; c. 417, §§ 126, 127; 1963, c.
20, § 5.

§ 226. —Budget

When a district budget meeting is called to approve the
operating school budget, reserve fund for capital outlay purposes
or capital outlay appropriations, the school directors shall call
such meetings as follows:

1. Warrant. Each district meeting shall be called by a
warrant. The warrant shall be signed by a majority of the school
directors.

2. Form. The warrant for calling the district meeting shall
ke as foliows:

A. It shall specify the time and place of the meeting.

B. It shall set forth the proposed school budget in a manner
as provided in this section, and no other business may be
acted upon.

C. It shall be directed to any resident of the School Ad-
ministrative District by name ordering him to notify all vot-
ers within such district to assemble at the time and place
aprointed.

D. An attested copy of the warrant shall be posted by the
person to whom it is directed in some conspicuous public
place in each of the municipalities within the School Ad-
ministrative District at least 7 days before the meeting.
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E. The person who gives notice of the meeting shall make
his return on the warrant stating the manner of notice in
each municipality and the time when it was given.

3. School budget. The warrant shall set forth the school
budget in the following form:

School Budget for Year 19 to 19

Operating School Budget oo
Reserve Fund for Capital Outlay Purposes ..o
Capital Outlay Appropriation ...
Contingency Fund S

Total Expenditures ...

Capital Budget Expenditure
Assumed Indebtedness (Principal and Interest) &..........
Capital Outlay Bonds or Notes (Principal and

Interest) S
Rentais 1c Maine School Building Authority
(a) Assumed by District S
(b) District Leases S
Total Capital Expenditures S
Total Proposed Expenditures (Operating and
Capital) S ...,
Subtract District Balances S
Subtract Anticipated State Subsidies A,
Subtract Other Anticipated Income S0

District Appropriation to be Asseszed to
Member Municipalities T,
1939, c. 353, § 13; 1961, c. 153.
4. Applicable provisions. The following provisions apply to
the district meeting:

A. Each person whose name appears on the disirict voting
Iist may attend and vote at a district budget meeting.
B. The secretary of the school directors shall open the meet-
ing hy call for the election of a moderator, receiving and
counting votes for moderator, and swearing in the modera-
tor.
C. Assoon as he has been elected and sworn, the moderator
shall preside at the meeting.
D. The secretary to the school directors shall record ac-
curately all the votes of the district meeting.
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5. District voting lists. The school directors shall appoint
a resident of said district to make and keep a voting list of all
residents in the district eligible to vote. This person shall be
known as the registration clerk. The registration clerk shall
compile his voting list from the voting list of all the municipalities
lying within the School Administrative District. At least 14 days
before any budget meeting, the registration clerk shall bring his
voting list up to date by comparing his list with those voting lists
found in the municipalities within the School Administrative Dis-
trict and by making such additions and deletions as he finds
necessary. No additions or deletions shall be made in the 14-day
period prior to said meeting.

1957, c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, §§ 12, 13; 1961, c. 153.

SUBCHAPTER II
SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Sec.

301. Membership.

302. Election.

303. Reapportionment.

304. Power to borrow money.

305. Financing.

306. Additional powers and duties; quorum,

307. Disposal of property over $1,000; bids; sales to town; pro-
cedures.

§ 301. Membership

All of the affairs of a School Administrative District shall be
managed by a board of school directors which shall consist of not
less than 5 nor more than 18 members, the exact number to be
determined at the joint meeting of the municipal officers and
school committee members as described in section 215. No mu-
nicipality within any School Administrative District shall have
less than one director to be elected by the municipality. The
number of school directors that each municipality shall be entitled
to shall be in accordance with the determination that has been
previously made and voted on under section 215.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2.

§ 302. Election

For the purpose of nominations, school directors shall be con-
sidered municipal officials and shall be nominated in accordance
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with Title 30, chanter 207 or in accordance with a municipal
charter, whichever is applicable. Upon the eleciion of the school
directors, the clerks of the several municipalities within the Schoeol
Administrative District shall forward the name of the divectors
elected for each municipality to the board with such other data
with regard to their election as the board may require, Upon
receipt of the names of all of the directors, the board shall set a
time, place and date for the first meeting of the directors, notice
thereof to be given in the same manner as set forth in section
215, to determine the length of their terms. The terms shall be
determined by lot in accordance with the following table:

Total Number Term
of School Directors 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years
5 1 2 2
6 2 2 2
7 2 2 3
8 2 3 3
9 3 3 3
10 3 3 4
11 3 4 4
12 4 4 4
13 4 4 5
14 4 5 5
15 5 53 5
16 5} 5 6
17 5 6 6
18 6 6 6

The directors shall serve their terms as determined at the
organizational meeting and an additional period until the next
regular election of the municipality. Thereafter the directors’
terms of office shall date from the time of each municipality’s reg-
ular election.

The directors shall enter on their records the determination
so made. They shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman and
such other officers as may be necessary, provided that prior to
the election of said officers each director shall take the following
oath before a dedimus justice, justice of the peace or notary pub-
lic:

T do swear that I will faithfully discharge
to the best of my abilities the duties encumbent on me as school
director of School Administrative District No. ...... according
to the Constitution and laws of the State. So help me God.”
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The person taking such oath shall make a certificate to that
effect and return it to the secretary of the School Administrative
District who shall keep the same in the reccrds of said district.
When a school director is conscientiously scrupulous of taking an
oath, the word “affirm” shall be used instead of “swear” and the
words “this you do under the pains and penalty of perjury” in-
stead of the words ‘“‘so help me God.”

At the expiration of the terms so determined the vacancy
shall be filled for a term of 3 years and the school directors shall
notify the municipal officers of the municipalities within the
School Administrative District before the annual town meeting
or before the regular city election if a city fall within the School
Administrative District of the fact that a vacancy will occur so
that the municipal officers in these municipalities may provide for
the election of a school director or directors to fill the vacancy
that will occur. All school directors shall serve until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified.

When a vacancy on the board of school directors occurs by
reason of death, resignation or otherwise, the selectmen or mu-
nicipal officers of the municipality that the director represented
shall fill the vacancy by electing a director from the municipality
to serve until the municipality shall fill the vacancy at its next
annual town meeting or next regular city election. The person so
chosen shall serve until his successor is elected and qualified.
In case any member of the board of school directors shall re-
move from the municipality that he represents or be absent from
said municipality for more than 90 days a vacancy shall be de-
clared to exist by the board of school directors and the selectmen
or municipal officers shall thereafter choose another director as
provided.

No member of the board of school directors shall be employed
as a teacher or in any other capacity in any public school that
comes within the jurisdiction of the board of directors of which
he is a member.

The school directors shall receive as compensation for the
services $5 for each board meeting that each attends. The super-
intendent of schools who shall serve as secretary and treasurer
shall give a bond to the district in such sum and with such sureties
as the directors may determine, which bond shall be deposited
with the chairman. The expense of such bond shall be paid by
the district. The treasurer’s bond premium and fees paid mem-
bers for attendance at meetings and all expenses of the district
shall be paid irom funds of the district by the treasurer on vouch-
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ers presented and certified by the superintendent of schools and
approved by a majority of the members of the board of school
directors or a finance committee of that board duly appointed or
elected annually by thati board.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1859, ¢.131; ¢, 323, 8 1; <.
353, §$7,8; 1961, c. 6, §8 1, 2; c. 294,

§ 303. Reapportionment

Within one year after the official United States census
statistics have been repocrted, or when requested by 106 of the
number of voters voting {or the gubernatorial candidates at the
last state-wide election in the municipalities comprising the dis-
trict, the beard of school directors of each School Administrative
District shall give at least 15 days’ notice to each municipality
comprising the School Administrative District of a meeting to de-
termine the necessity of reapportionment of representation to
the board of school directors.

Each municipality in a School Administrative District shall
be represented at the meeting to determine the necessity for re-
apportionment by its municipal officers, district director or di-
rectors and 2 representatives from each municipality chosen at
large by its municipal officials. Any change in representation
made at this meeting shall be effective if approved by a vote of
24 of those present and voting and subject to the limitations of
section 301.

Any change affecting any of the participating municipalities
shall be reported to the board of school directors, who shall
forthwith order the subordinate administrative units so affected
to take such action as to comply with the reapportionment as di-
rected by the board.

1959, c. 323, § 2.

§ 304. Power to borrow money

To procure funds for authorized purposes of the district, the
school directors of said district are authorized to borrow funds to
pay current operating expenses of the district but said loans must
be repaid within one yvear. To procure funds for capital outlay
purposes, as defined in section 3518, the school directors of said
district are authorized to issue bonds and notes of the district,
not to exceed in the aggregate, at any cne time outstanding, the
Himit of indebiedness of 12%: % of the total of the last preceding
state valzation of all the participating towns including all out-

889



20 § 304 EDUCATION Title 20

standing school indebtedness assumed by said district. The issu-
ing of bonds or notes for capital outlay purposes shall first be
approved by a majority of those qualified voters of the district
voting at an election called by the school directors and held as
provided in section 225, except as is orherwise provided in this
section. Contracts, leases or agreements with the Maine School
Building Authority shall not be debts or liabilities within this
section. Each bond or note shall have inscribed upon its face the
official name of the School Administrative District and shall be
dated at such time or times, shall be in such denomination, shall
bear such rate of interest, not exceeding 6% per year, pavable
semiannually, be in such form subject to this chapter, and be
sold in such manner, at public or private sale as the school
directors shall determine, provided that in no event shall bonds
be sold for less than par. Each issue of said bonds shall mature
in substantially equal annual installments, so that the first in-
stallment shall be payable not later than 2 years after the date of
issue and the last installment not later than 25 years from the
date thereof. When an issue of capital outlay bonds or notes
has been properly authorized, the board of school directors prior
to the issuance of said bonds or notes may borrow in anticipation
of their sale by issuing temporary notes and renewal notes, the
total face amount of which does not exceed at any one time out-
standing the authorized amount of the capital outlay bonds or
notes. If the proceeds of an issue of bonds are used in whole
or in part to fund temporary notes of the district or renewals
thereof, the period during which such issue of bonds shall be
outstanding, plus the period of the loan represented by such
temporary notes or renewals thereof, shall not exceed 25 years.
All notes or bonds issued by said school directors on behalf of an
administrative district shall be signed by the treasurer and
countersigned by the chairman of said board of school directors,
and if coupons be issued, each coupon shall be attested by a fac-
simile signature of the treasurer printed thereon. Said notes and
bonds, and loans to pay current operating expenses, contracts,
leases and agreements with the Maine School Building Authority
shall be legal obligations of said district, which is declared to be
a quasi-municipal corporation within the meaning of Title 30,
section 5053, and all the provisions of said section shall be appli-
cable thereto.

If the board of school directors deems it advisable to issue
bonds or notes and the amount of the issue does not exceed 1%
of the last preceding state valuation of all the participating towns
in the district, the directors may call a district meeting to approve
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the issuance of said bonds or notes as provided in this section or

they may proceed as follows: When the board of school directors"
of the district determine that bonds or notes for capital outlay

purposes shall be issued in an amount not to exceed 1% of the

total of the last preceding state valuation of all the participating

towns, they shall pass a resolution to that effect, setting forth

the amount of the proposed issue and the purpose or purposes for

which the proceeds will be used.

The secretary of the board of school directors shall, within 5
days of the date of the passage of said resolution, cause attested
copies of the resolution to be posted in 3 public and conspicuous
places within each of the municipalities within the district, and
make a return of his posting stating the time and place thereof,
which return shall be kept with the records of the district, and a
copy of the return shall be mailed to each of the municipal officers
of each town within the district. If, within 35 days of the date
of the passage of the resolution, sufficient petitions are filed with
the secretary of the board of school directors requesting a vote of
the district to approve or disapprove the issuance of the bonds or
notes, the secretary shall immediately notify the board of school
directors and they shall call a district meeting for said purpose as
set forth in section 225. To be sufficient to require the calling
of a district meeting, the petitions must contain the signatures of
at least 10¢¢ of the residents in the district eligible to votle on the
date that the resolution was adopted, as shown by the district
voting list.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 9; 1961, c.
5; c. 417, § 124.

§ 305. Financing

The directors of each School Administrative District shall an-
nually before February 1st of each year determine the sum re-
quired each year to meet the bonds falling due and what further
sum is necessary to meet the interest on said bonds or other ob-
ligations, and the rentals and other charges provided in any con-
tract, lease or agreement with the Maine School Building Author-
ity, and all other expenses necessary for the operation of the
administrative district, including temporary loans. Before March
1st of each year, the school directors shall hold a district budget
meeting. At this meeting the budget shall be thoroughly explain-
ed and the voters of the district shall be given an opportunity
to be heard. A budget must be approved by the voters of the
district at the district budget meeting. At the district budget
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meeting, only those items dealing with the expenses necessary
to operate the School Administrative District, appropriations for
the reserve fund and capital outlay appropriation shall be subject
to change by the voters. If a budget for the operation of the
School Administrative District is not approved prior to April 1st
in any given year, the budget as submitted by the school directors
for operational expenses, reserve fund and capital outlay purposes
shall be automatically considered the budget approved for opera-
tional expenses in the ensuing year, and the other amounts sub-
mitted for payment of bonds falling due and interest thereon,
including temporary loans for capital purposes and rentals and
other charges provided in any contract, lease or agreement with
the Maine School Building Authority, shall be added together and
the total amount assessed as follows. The directors shall there-
upon issue their warrants, in substantially the same form as the
warrant of the Treasurer of State for faxes, to the assessors of
each participating municipality, requiring them to assess upon
the taxable polls and estates within said municipality an amount
in proportion to the total sum required each year as that munici-
pality’s state valuation bears to the total state valuation of all
the participating municipalities; and to commit the assessment
to the constable or collector of said municipality who shall have
all the authority and powers to collect said taxes as is in him
vested by law to collect state, county and municipal taxes. Any
municipality may use the proceeds from gifts or trust funds allo-
cated for educational purposes to reduce the actual amount of
assessment to the local taxpayers. In the year in which the tax
is so levied the treasurer of each municipality shall pay the
amount of the tax so levied in 3 equal installments to the
treasurer of the School Administrative District. The first install-
ment shall be paid on or before May 1st, the 2nd installment shall
be paid on or before September 1st and the 3rd installment on or
before December 31st. In the case of the failure of the treasurer
of the said municipality to pay any installment or any part there-
of on or before the dates set out above in the year in which the
said tax is levied, the treasurer of the administrative district shall
fssue his warrant for the amount of said tax or so much thereof
as shall then remain unpaid to the county sheriff requiring him
to levy by distress and sale on the real and personal property
of any of the residents of said administrative district living in the
municipality where such default takes place and the sheriff or
any of his deputies shall execute said warrant, except as other-
wise provided. The same authority as is vested in county officials
for the collection of county taxes under the Revised Statutes is
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vested in the school directors of said district in relation to the
collection of taxes within such municipality. If any School Ad-
ministrative District which has financed school construction
through the Maine School Building Authority shall be delinquent
in its payment to the authority, the department shall make pay-
ment to the authority in lieu of such School Administrative Dis-
trict from any amounts properly payable to such district by such
department, not exceeding the amount then presently due to the
authority from such district.

1957, c. 364, § 1-B; c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 10.

§ 306. Additional powers and duties; quorum

In addition to other duties prescribed, school directors may
select an unofficial name for the School Administrative District
and may elect a finance committee whose members shall all be di-
rectors, said committee to consist of 3 members. The school di-
rectors shall operate such elementary school units as they deem
necessary. The school directors shall not transact any business
at any meeting unless a majority of the total number of directors
is present. The school directors shall have the authority to pur-
chase land outside of the geographical limits of the district and
erect a school or schools thereon, if because of location of other
schools within the school district or transportation difficulties the
building of said school or schools within the district would not be
in the best interests of the district. The school directors shall
adopt bylaws for the regulation of the affairs of the board and the
conduct of its business.

No real property shall be disposed of by the school directors
until authorized by the legal voters of the School Administrative
District as required by section 225, except that the board of
directors may vote to return unused school property to the town
where the same is located provided the School Administrative
District had assumed no indebtedness or lease obligation on ac-
count of said property.

1957, c. 443, § 2; 1959, c. 353, § 15; 1961, c. 366, § 6-D;
1963, c. 287, § 1.

§ 307. Disposal of property over $1,000; bids; sales to town;
procedures

In disposing of real property in any amount and personal
property in an amount exceeding $1,000, school directors shall
advertise for sealed bids by publication at least 5 days prior to the
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date set for closing of bids in a newspaper having general circu-
lation in the territory embracing the School Administrative Dis-
trict, except that the directors may sell school property and build-
ings to the town where the same are located at a mutually accept-
able price without advertising, provided. the School Administra-
tive District had assumed no indebtedness or lease obligation on
account of said property.

All bids shall be in writing, sealed, with outside envelope
~or wrapper plainly marked “Bid, not to be opened until” (with
appropriate date inserted), and mailed to or filed with the super-
intendent of the School Administrative District. No director or
employee of the School Administrative District shall open such
bid until the appointed time. At the time and place stated in the
public notice, all bids shall be opened publicly by the superin-
tendent of the School Administrative District or, in his absence or
disability, by any director designated for the purpose by the
chairman of the school directors, and such bid openings shall be
open to the public. If any citizens who are not School Adminis-
trative District directors or employees, or if any representatives
of the press are present, such bids shall at that time either be
made available for examination by such citizens or press repre-
sentatives, or shall be read aloud in a manner to be heard plainly
by those in attendance.

1961, c. 366, § 6-E; 1963, c. 287, § 2,
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