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DEPARTMENT OF 'AUDIT
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CHAPTER 11
DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
Sec.
241. State Auditor; salary.
242. Organization; deputy.
243. Powers and duties.
244. Records and reports.
245. No ex officio duties.

§ 241.

State Auditor; salary
The State Auditor shall be the head of the Department of
Audit, as heretofore established. He shall be a certified public
accountant or shall have had satisfactory experience as an auditor
of public accounts. He shall be elected by the Legislature by a
joint ballot of the Senators and Representatives in convention and
shall hold office for a term of 4 years or until his successor is
elected and qualified. He shall exercise such powers and perform
such duties as are set forth in this chapter. In case the office of
State Auditor shall become vacant during a period when the
Legislature is not in session, the appointment of a person to fill
such vacancy shall be made immediately by the President of the
Senate or if that office be vacant, by the Speaker of the House,
said person to hold office until such time as the Legislature shall
meet in regular or special session, and ejlther confirm the appointment of said person or choose anothe)~ person to fill the office
during the unexpired term. He shall receive an annual salary
of $11,000.
R.S.1954, c. 19, § 1; 1955, c. 473, § 4; 1957, c. 418, § 4;
1959, c. 361, § 4; 1963, c. 396, § 2.

§ 242.

Organization; deputy
The Department of Audit shall be organized in the manner
the State Auditor may deem best suited to the accomplishment
of its functions. It shall have such auditors, assistants and employees as the State Auditor may require, but they shall be subject to the Personnel law.
In the event of a vacancy in the office of State Auditor because of death, resignation, removal or other cause, the deputy
auditor shall perform the duties of the office until a State Auditor
has been appointed in conformity with section 241, and has been
duly qualified. In the event of absence or disability of the State
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Auditor, the deputy auditor shall likewise perform the duties of
the office during his absence.
R.S.1954, c. 19, § 2.

§

243.

Powers and duties
The Department of Audit shall have authority:

1. Post-audit. To perform a pos':-audit of all accounts and
other financial records of the State Government or any department or agency thereof, and to report annually on this audit, and
at such other times as the Legislature may require;
2. Accounting systems for counties. To install uniform
accounting systems and perform annual post-audits of all accounts and other financial records of the several counties or any
departments or agencies thereof, the expenses of such audits to
be paid by the counties and reports of such audits shall accompany
the county estimates submitted to the Legislature as provided by
Title 30, section 253, and shall be published in the county reports
next following the completio~ of such audits;
3. Accounting systems for munieipalities. To install uniform accounting systems and perform a.udits for cities, towns and
villages as required by Title 30, sections 5251 to 5253;
1957, c. 405, § 6.
4. Accounting systems for clerks of Nurts, etc. To install
uniform accounting systems and perform post-audits for the
clerks of Superior Courts and probation officers, the expenses of
such audits to be paid as follows: 50% by the county where the
audit is performed, 30% by the State Highway Department and
20% by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Game;
1963, c. 402, § 16.
5. Post-audit for teachers' collegeli, etc. To perform a postaudit of all accounts and other financial records of the state
teachers' colleges, the Maine Port Authority and the Maine Forestry District;
1963, c. 414, § 1.
6. Sta1f agency. To serve as a staff agency to the Legislature, or any of its committees, or to the Governor in making investigations of any phase of the state's finances.
R.S.1954, c. 19, § 3; 1957, c. 405, § 6; 1963, c. 402, § 16; c.
414, § 1.
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244.

Records and reports
The State Auditor shall keep no accounts in the Department
of Audit, but he shall conduct a continuous post-audit of the accounts, books, records and other evidences of financial transactions kept in the Department of Finance and Administration or in
the other departments and agencies of the State Government.
He shall prepare and publish a report for each fiscal year, setting
forth the essential facts of such audit in summary form, within
4 months after the books of the Controller have been officially
closed. If he shall find in the course of his audit evidences of
improper transactions, or of incompetence in keeping accounts
or handling funds or of any other improper practice of financial
administration, he shall report the same to the Governor immediately. If he shall find evidences of illegal transactions, he
shall forthwith report such transactions both to the Governor
and to the Attorney General. All such evidences shall be included
in the annual reports of the State Auditor and he may, at his
discretion, make them public at any time during the fiscal year.
R.S.1954, c. 19, § 4.

§ 245.

No ex officio duties

The State Auditor shall not serve in an ex officio capacity on
any administrative board or commission or have any financial
interest in the transactions of any department, institution or
agency of the State Government. He shall not be responsible
for the collection of any money belonging to the State or for the
handling or custody of any state funds.
R.S.1954, c. 19, § 5.
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