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Sec. 4. Public charities.

Cited in Belfast v. Goodwill Farm, 150
Me. 17, 103 A. (2d) 517.

Chapter 21.
Secretary of State.

Office and Duties.

Sec. 1. Secretary of state; office and duties; vacancy; salary; ex-
penses; fees,

The secretary of state shall receive an annual salary of $8,000. He and his dep-
uty shall also receive such actual traveling expenses incident to the administra-
tion of his department as shall be necessary.

(1955, c. 473, § 6.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- As only the second paragraph was
ment increased the annual salary of the changed by the amendment, the rest of
secretary of state from $7,000 to $8,000. the section is not set out.

Chapter 22.
Motor Vehicles. Financial Responsibility Law.

Definitions.

Sec. 1. Definitions.

“Antique motor car’ shall mean any motor vehicle over 25 years old whicl:
is maintained solely for use in exhibitions, club activities, parades and other func-
tions of public interest and which is not used primarily for the transportation of
passengers or goods over any way;

(1955, c¢. 351, § 1.)

“Motor truck” shall mean any motor vehicle designed and used tor the comn-
veyance of property;

(1955, c. 51.)

“Owner” for the purposes of registration only shall mean any person, hrm,
corporation or association owning a vehicle or the mortgagor or the vendee in z
conditional sales contract, and shall mean any person, firm, corporation or associ-
ation owning a motor vehicle, or having the right to use the same, under contract,
lease or hiring; except, however, the aforesaid definition shall not apply when
said vehicle is engaged exclusively for the use set forth in paragraph E of sub-
section I of section 29 of chapter 48, or acts amendatory thereto. it shall not
mean or include a person engaged in the business of renting Maine registered
motor vehicles without drivers, as provided for in section 158; provided, how-
ever, that nothing contained in this definition shall require an owner or a com-
mon or contract carrier by motor vehicle operating under permit or certificate
of the interstate commerce commission or the public utilities commission to reg-
ister a motor vehicle leased by such owner or carrier for the purpose of augment-
ing such owner’s or carrier’s equipment, if such motor vehicle is properly regis-
tered by the owner or carrier in this or some other state;

(1955, ¢. 370, § 1.)

“Special mobile equipment” shall mean every self-propelled vehicle not de-
signed or used primarily for the transportation of persons or property and inci-
dentally operated or moved over the highways, including road construction or
maintenance machinery, ditch-digging apparatus, stone-crushers, air compressors,
power shovels, cranes, graders, rollers, well-drillers and wood-sawing equipment
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used for hire. The foregoing enumeration shall be deemed partial and shall not
operate to exclude other such vehicles which are within the general terms of this

section ;

(1955, ¢. 240, § 1.)

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955
amendment substituted “and” for “or” in
the definition of “motor truck”. The sec-
ond 1955 amendment added the definition
of “special mobile equipment” and the
third 1955 amendment added the defini-

tion of “antique motor car,” both in their
proper places in alphabetical order in this
section. The fourth 1955 amendment re-
wrote the definition of “owner.” Only the
paragraphs added or changed by the
amendments are set out.

Registration and Licensing. Suspension and Revocation.

Sec. 6. Suspension or revocation of operators’ license or certificate
of registration.—The secretary of state or the deputy secretary of state may
suspend or revoke any certificate of registration or any license issued to any per-
son to operate a motor vehicle after hearing for any cause which he deems suffi-
cient, Pending a speedy hearing, he may also summarily suspend a license of any
motor vehicle operator in his discretion and may order the license or registration
certificate to be surrendered to him whenever he has reason to believe that the
holder thereof is an improper person or incompetent to operate a motor vehicle,
or is operating so as to endanger the public; and neither the certificate nor the
license shall be reissued unless upon examination or investigation the said secre-
tary or the appellate court determines that the operator shall again be permitted
to operate. (R. S.c. 19, § 6. 1955, ¢. 10, § 1.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment inserted the words “or the deputy
secretary of state” in the first sentence.

Sec. 7. Appeal.—If any person is aggrieved by the decision of the secre-
tary of state or the deputy secretary of state in revoking or suspending a license
or certificate of registration or by the refusal of the secretary of state or the dep-
uty secretary of state to issue a license or certificate of registration, he may with-
in 10 days thereafter appeal to any justice of the superior court, by presenting to
him a petition therefor, in term time or vacation. Such justice shall fix a time and
place for hearing, which may he in vacation, and cause notice thereof to be given
to the secretary of state, and after hearing such justice may affirm or reverse the
decision of the secretary of state or the deputy secretary of state and the decision
of such justice shall be final. Pending judgment of the court, the decision of the
secretary of state or the deputy secretary of state in revoking or suspending any
license or certificate of registration shall remain in full force and effect. (R. S.
c. 19, §7. 1955, ¢. 10, § 2.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment made this section applicable to deci-
sions of the deputy secretary of state.

Sec. 7-A. Facsimile signature of secretary of state.—A facsimile of
the signature of the secretary of state imprinted by or at his direction upon any
precept or notice to suspend or revoke any certificate of registration or any li-
cense issued to any person to operate a motor vehicle shall have the same validity
as his written signature. (1955, c. 10, § 3.)

Registration. Fees. Conditions. Transfers. Reserved Plates. Tempo-
rary Plates Manufacture of Plates. Equipment. Inspection.

Sec. 13. Registration; application; certificates.—All residents of this
state and all such owners as defined in section 1 shall register the same in this
state if such motor vehicle is to be operated or remain on any way in this state,
unless the said vehicle is currently registered in this state.
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No motor vehicle or trailer shall be operated, or remain upon any way, unless
the same is registered and equipped in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter, excepting that any officer of the state police may, when in his opinion the
same is necessary and not detrimental to the public safety, grant a permit in
writing for an unregistered vehicle to be towed either by a regular service wrecker
or by the use of a towbar. Application for such registration may be made by mail
or otherwise to the secretary of state upon blanks prepared under his authority.
The application shall be signed by the owner and shall contain such particulars
as may be required by the secretary of state, including the name, residence and
address of the owner, with a brief description of the vehicle, the name of its maker,
the motor and serial numbers or identification number, the amount of motive
power, stated in figures of horsepower, the type of motor fuel if other than gaso-
line as defined in section 159 of chapter 16 under the phrase “internal combustion
engine fuel” and the actual gross weight of the vehicle if intended for commercial
use.

The secretary of state shall maintain a file of said applications arranged al-
phabetically according to the name of the applicant and numerically according to
registration number. In case said applicant has not given satisfactory answers, the
secretary of state shali refuse to register such vehicle, or to issue a license for
its operation.

The registration of an antique motor vehicle as described in this chapter shall
be upon a form prescribed by the secretary of state. Said registration shall be
accompanied by an affidavit provided by the secretary of state, which affidavit
shall include a-statement of the age and intended use of said motor vehicle, and
that said applicant is a resident of the state of Maine.

The fee for the registration of an antique motor vehicle shall be $5.00 and in
addition to the number plates furnished, the secretary of state shall issue an ident-
ifying clip tab, which tab shall be nontransferable.

Vehicles legally owned by the federal government which are used by persons
in this state under lease with right of purchase agreement or otherwise shall be
registered.

No registration or license shall be required to permit the use of a truck, trailer
or tractor on that part of a way adjoining the premises of the owner of such truck,
trailer or tractor.

No registration or license shall be required for a farm tractor when the same
is used solely for farming purposes, and such farm tractors may be operated, with-
out registration or license, from or to the premises where the same are kept, to
or from a farm lot and between farm lots, used for farm purposes by the owner
of the farm tractor: and such farm tractors may be operated. without registra-
tion or license, from or to a filling station or garage for gas, oil or repairs.

Upon the representation of an application for registration of a motor vehicle or
trailer, the engine or serial number or identification number of which has been
omitted, altered, removed or defaced, the secretary of state shall assign a special
number. Said secretary of state shall also issue a return card to be filled in by the
operator of an inspection station, that the number has been embossed, stamped
or entered on said motor vehicle. A record of the special number shall be main-
tained by the secretary of state.

FEvery operator of combinations of truck tractor and semi-trailer may make ap-
plication upon a blank supplied by the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall
furnish said operator with 1 number plate to be displayed on the rear of each semi-
trailer so operated.

The fee for each number plate shall he $5.

Extra number plates shall be furnished to replace lost or mutilated plates for
75¢ each.

All motor vehicles owned and used by the state, any municipal corporation
therein and all vehic'es owned by an organized volunteer fire department and used
exclusively for fire fighting purposes, and all motor vehicles loaned by automobile
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dealers to municipalities for use in driver education in the secondary schools shall
be registered, but shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter as to pay-
ment of registration fees except that when such vehicles are leased or rented for
commercial purposes they shall be subject to payment of the fees as provided in
this chapter; but all such vehicles shall display registration plates as required by
this chapter or approved by the secretary of state. Provided, however, that all
motor vehicles and trailers owned by the state and under the supetrvision of the
state highway commission shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter as
to registration and payment of registration fees. Such motor vehicles and trailers
shall display a marker or insignia approved by the secretary of state.

The secretary of state is authorized to issue registration certificates and regis-
tration plates without fee to federal and state governmental agencies, not other-
wise required to be registered under the provisions of this chapter.

Provided, however, that on application to the secretary of state for registration
of any motor vehicle of any amputee veteran who has been the recipient of an au-
tomobile from the United States government under authority of P. I1,. 663, 79th
congress, as amended, or P. L. 187, 82nd congress, as amended, or of any am-
putee veteran receiving compensation from the Veterans Administration for serv-
ice connected disability who shall have a specially designed motor vehicle, such
veteran shall be entitled to have said automobile duly registered and a registration
certificate delivered to him without the requirements of the payment of any fee.

All registrations of vehicles, all certificates of registrations and number plates
shall terminate and become void at midnight on the 31st day of December of each
year, except as provided for in section 18.

Any veteran who has lost both legs or the use of both legs and who has regis-
tered his motor vehicle without the payment of a fee as provided in this section
shall be issued special designating plates to be used in addition to the regular reg-
istration plates. Such designating plates shall be issued by the secretary of state
upon certification by the Veterans Administration. (R. S. ¢. 19, § 13. 1945, cc.
162, 191. 1947, ¢. 35. 1949, ¢. 56,88 1, 2; c. 65 § 1;¢. 77, § 1;c. 104, § 1; c. 349,
§ 20. 1951, cc. 21. 82, 108; c. 235, § 1. 1933, cc. 131, 236; c. 385, § 2. 1955, c.
100, § 1; cc. 160, 184; c. 351, § 2; ¢. 370, § 2.)

Effect of amendments. — This section ers to municipalities for use in driver ed-

was amended five times by the Public
Laws of 1955. Chapter 370 rewrote the
first paragraph, c. 160 substituted “any of-
ficer” for “the chief” in the first sentence
of the second paragraph, and c. 351 in-
serted the fourth and fifth paragraphs
Chapter 100 inserted the words ‘“and all
motor vehicles loaned by automobile deal-

ucation in the secondary schools” in the
thirteenth paragarph, and c¢. 184, which did
not refer to or give effect to c¢. 100, in-
serted in the same paragraph the excep-
tion clause as to vehicles leased or rented
for commercial purposes, All of the
amendments have been given effect in the
section as set out above.

Sec. 16, Fees for registration; 1, regular fee after September 1st.

I. Motor vehicles.
D. Any person engaged in a business requiring the limited operation of
motor vehicles in order to facilitate the movement of such vehicles from a
place where they are engaged in the off-the-highway operations to some other
place within the state not more than once each year: or the installation of
manufactured equipment thereon such as special bodies, tanks, plows, etc.,
may make application to the secretary of state upon a blank provided for
that purpose for a permit to operate such vehicle without registration. The
secretary, if satisfied that such limited operation is authorized by the provi-
sions of this paragraph, may issue a permit for the operation of such vehi-
cle over a specified route or routes and for such length of time as he may
deem necessary. A fee of $2 for each vehicle to be moved shall accompany
the application. The secretary may waive the provisions of section 45 with
respect to vehicle. operated in accordance with this paragraph. (1951, c. 75.
1955, ¢. 200, § 1.)
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F. Any deputy sheriff with a writ of attachment may move the attached mo-
tor vehicle to the place of storage without registration or without any per-
mit from the secretary of state, provided that the sheriff of the county has a
blanket insurance coverage for protection under the provisions of the fi-
nancial responsihility law. (1955, ¢. 251.)
III. Trailers.
Per 100 Ibs. gross
weight of vehicle

and load
Equipped with
Prneumatic tires . .vueuieeisinereernennennennsnenns 15 cents ) up to 2,000
Solid rubber HIres ...o.eviiiuiererorenrnoneenennann 40 cents lbs. gross
Tron, steel or hard tIres . ...viviennvneneneennennns 75 cents ) weight

The minimum fee shall never be less than $2. Provided, however, that the maxi-
mum fee for all trailers, whether semi-trailers or four-wheeled type, equipped
with pneumatic tires and drawn at all times exclusively by farm tractors, shall
be $2 for each trailer when the said trailers are used and to be used by farmers
for the sole and exclusive purpose of transporting their own farm products,
crops, fertilizers and farm tools and utensils and subject to the further condi-
tions and limitations that
A. no such load so transported shall at any time exceed 4 tons;

B. no such load shall be transported a distance greater than 20 miles from
the point of origin to the point of destination; and

C. no such load shall be transported on the public highways of this state

at a speed in excess of 15 miles an hour.
A violation of any of the terms and conditions of this subsection shall auto-
matically disqualify the violator from the benefits hereof.
Trailers having a gross weight of 2,000 pounds or more shall be classified and
rated as trucks. All boat trailers registered for a gross weight in excess of
2,000 pounds but not more than 4,000 pounds shall pay a registration fee of
$5. House trailers and camp trailers of the covered wagon type shall be regis-
tered and pay a fee of $5 for such registration.
Not more than 1 trailer shall be drawn by a motor vehicle.
No motor vehicle, or combination of motor vehicle and trailer or semi-trailer,
shall exceed in length 45 feet over all including all structural parts thereof,
permanent or temporary; provided, however, that the toad on any motor vehi-
cle, including trucks, combination of tractor and semi-trailer, passenger buses
and passenger cars, and the load on any trailer, may extend not exceeding 1
foot 6 inches beyond the rear of the maximum permissible structural length of
such motor vehicle or tractor, exclusive of tailboard.
Special mobile equipment which is permanently mounted on a traction unit or
motor chassis, shall be registered and a fee of $10 shall be paid for such regis-
tration in lieu of all other registration fees. Registration under the provistons
of this paragraph shall not include any vehicle which may be used for the con-
veyance of property except hand tools or parts which are used in connection
with the operation of such equipment, except that road construction or main-
tenance machinery coming under the definition of special mobile equipment may
be used for the transportation of earth on that portion cf the highway actually
under construction. Such special mobile equipment may be operated unloaded
over the highway between construction projects and to or from the place where
such vehicles are customarily kept, if a permit for such movement is first ob-
tained in accordance with section 98. It is further provided that the movement
over the highways of any of the above described equipment, the weight of which
is in excess of 10 tons, shall be subject to the provisions of section 98, and per-
mits to move said equipment shall be obtained accordingly.
No registration or license shall be granted to the owner of a house trailer un-
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til he shall present a .receipt or certificate that the excise tax or the personal
property tax assessed on said trailer has been paid for the current year, or writ-
ten evidence from the taxing authority of that city or town that he was legally
exempted therefrom or that the tax has Dbeen abateu.

Circus and carnival trailers or semi-trailers unloaded from railroad cars and
hauled to and from the midway on circus or carnival grounds shall be exempt
from the provisions of this section as to fees for the registration and licensing
of such trailers or semi-trailers. The provisions of this paragraph shall apply
only to circus and carnival trailers or semi-trailers moved to or from railroad
stations or railroad sidings nearest the grounds where the circus or carnival
show is held. (1947, cc. 166, 183; c. 348, § 3. 1949, c¢. 104, §§ 2, 3, 4, 5. 1953,
c. 139; ¢c. 346, §§ 1, 2. 1955, ¢. 191, § 2; c. 240, § 2.)

V-A. Antique motor vehicles ....................c.... ... $5.00 each.
(1955, ¢. 351, § 3.)

Effect of amendments.— This section
was amended five times by the Public

added paragraph I’ to subsection I. Chap-
ter 240 rewrote the fourth paragraph from

Laws of 1955, Chapter 200 changed para-
graph D of subsection I by deleting from
the first sentence the words “or the fore-
closure or repossession thereof” after the
word “year” in line four. Section 13 of c.
200 provides that the act shall become ef-

the end of subsection III, and c. 191 made
changes in the next to the last paragraph
of subsection III, Chapter 351 inserted
subsection V-A. As the rest of the section
was not changed by the amendments, only
paragraphs D and F of subsection I and

fective for the year 1956. Chapter 251 subsections III and V-A are set out.

Sec. 18. Registration number plates; valid until March of next cal-
endar year; certificate of registration to be carried by operator or about
the vehicle; emergency and reregistration number plates; special plates.
—The secretary of state shall furnish suitable number plates, seals and other dis-
tinguishing marks, without charge, to every person except dealers, manufacturers
and holders of transit registration plates whose vehicle is registered under the pro-
visions of this chapter. Such plates shall be of a distinctly different color or shade
each year and shall be in such form as the secretary of state may determine; and
shall bear the numerals of the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of said year, the
word “Maine” or the abbreviation “Me.” in letters not less than 34 inch in height,
and on plates issued for passenger vehicles for private use, hire cars and trucks,
there shall be placed at the bottom thereof in letters not less than 34 inch in height
the word “Vacationland.” The numerals of the register number thereon, except on
motorcycle number plates, shall be substantially not less than 3 inches high. The
secretary of state may select and issue a special distinguishing letter, mark or de-
sign for number plates issued for any temporary or other special classes of reg-
istration and for use on motorcycles, trucks, trailers, tractors and side-cars which
are required to be registered under the provisions of this chapter.

The secretary of state may select and issue a special distinguishing letter, mark
or design for a number plate issued to manufacturers, dealers and holders of a
transit registration certificate. Such plate may be attached to the rear of the motor
vehicle and shall be always plainly visible.

Number plates so furnished shall be valid only for the calendar year for which
they are issued, except that on and after December 25th of such calendar year, it
shall be lawful to use and display on motor vehicles, the number plates issued for
the next succeeding year; provided further, that motor vehicle registrations and
license tags issued thereon in any calendar year shall be valid for use and display
until March 1st of the next calendar year. Each number plate displayed shall be
horizontal and shall be so fastened as not to swing and its lower edges shall be at
least 12 inches from the ground. Not more than 1 set of number plates shall be dis-
played upon any vehicle, except as may be otherwise permitted by law.

The owner who returns number plates with an affidavit that they have never
been used shall be refunded the registration fee paid.

In the case of all motor vehicles and tractors, 1 number plate shall be attached
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to the front and the other to the rear of said vehicle, so that the plates and the
registered number thereon shall always be plainly visible. In the case of trailers,
semi-trailers and side-cars, one such plate shall be attached to the rear thereof and
shall be always plainly visible. All plates shall be kept reasonably clean and the
numbers legible,

The certificate of registration shall always be carried on the person of the op-
erator or occupant, or in some easily accessible place in or about the vehicle there-
in described, except that certificates of registration of dealers need not be so carried.

If any number plate 1s lost or the register number thereon becomes mutilated or
illegible, the owner or person in control of the vehicle for which said number plate
was furnished shall immediately place a temporary number plate bearing his reg-
ister number upon said vehicle. Such temporary number plate shall conform to the
register number plate and shall be displayed as nearly as possible as provided in
this chapter for said regular number plate, and such person shall within 24 hours
after such loss or mutilation give notice thereof to the secretary of state and ap-
ply for new number plates; and thereupon the secretary of state, if satisfied of the
truth of the facts stated in the application, shall supply a new set of number plates
upon payment of a fee of 75¢ for each plate.

If the secretary of state is unable to furnish immediately to any person entitled
thereto any plate or marker provided in this chapter, he may issue a temporary
certificate with temporary number plates, which certificate shall be carried and said
plates shall be displayed upon said vehicle in the same manner as required for reg-
ular certificates and number plates. Whenever one of a set of number plates is lost
and a new set is issued, as provided in this section, the remaining plate shall forth-
with be returned to the secretary of state. In case plates are lost in transportation,
and the applicant shall certify in the affidavit that the plates have not been received
by him and agrees that if they shall be received at some later date to return them
forthwith, the secretary of state, after a thorough investigation, may furnish the
applicant with a second set of plates without additional charge.

Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this section, the secretary of state
may provide and issue a suitable device in lieu of new registration number plates
for any calendar year. Such device shall clearly indicate the year or period for
which issued and shall be furnished only upon application and payment of registra-
tion fees required by statute, and when such device is so attached to the appropriate
vehicle or to the plate thereon, such vehicle shall be deemed properly registered for
the period specified ; subject, however, to suspension or revocation of registration
as provided by statute.

The secretary of state may issue permanent registration plates so designed and
equipped as to provide for the reregistration thereof by changing the expiration date
on such plates without the issuance of new plates.

The secretary of state shall, upon application therefor by Maine members of the
United States senate, Maine members of the United States house of representa-
tives, members of the executive council, members of the legislature, president of the
senate, speaker of the house, secretary of the senate and the clerk of the house,
issue 1 pair of specially designed number plates and a certificate of registration for
1 designated motor vehicle owned or controlled by each of the officials named here-
in. The color, shape, size, lettering and numbering of such special plates shall be
determined by the secretary of state, except that plates issued to members of the
legislature, other than the president of the senate and speaker of the house, shall
bear the number of the seat assigned to such member. Plates issued to members of
the executive council shall bear a numeral designating the councillor district they
represent. Such plates shall be issued for and attached to only such motor vehicle
as is currently registered in accordance with the provisions of section 13. Such spe-
cial plates may be displayed in lieu of the regular number plates issued for such ve-
hicles. A fee of $2 shall be paid to the secretary of state upon application. Such spe-
cial number plates shall be valid only during the term of office for which the reg-
istrant is elected. In case the office is for any cause vacated during said term, such
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special number plates and registration certificate shall be immediately surrendered
to the secretary of state. (R. S. ¢, 19, § 17. 1947, c. 108. 1951, c. 248. 1955, ¢. 60;

c. 200, §§ 2, 3))

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955 facturers and holders of transit registra-

amendment inserted the words “Maine tion plates from the application of the first
members of the United States senate, paragraph and inserted the second para-
Maine members of the United States graph. Section 13 of the second amenda-

house of representatives” in the first sen-
tence of the last paragraph. The second
1955 amendmient excepted dealers, manu-

tory act provided that it should become
effective for the year 1956,

Sec. 19. Fees for trucks.

Provided that the annual fee for registration of farm motor trucks, when such
trucks are used primarily for transportation of agricultural commodities, supplies
or equipment to be used in connection with the operation of a farm or farms owned,
operated or occupied by the registrant, shall be as follows:

From 9,001 pounds gross weight to 11,000 pounds gross weight ........ $20
From 11,001 pounds gross weight to 14,000 pounds gross weight ........ $30
From 14,001 pounds gross weight to 16,000 pounds gross weight ........ $40
From 16,001 pounds gross weight to 18,000 pounds gross weight ....... $60.

The term “agricultural commodities” shall not include logs or pulp wood. Farm
motor trucks registered under this section may receive a short-term permit in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this section by paying a percentage of the dif-
ference between the amount paid for farm motor truck registration and the annual
fee for the desired tonnage in accordance with the permit table contained in this
section. Farm trucks so registered shall be operated on the public highways only
within a radius of 15 miles from the main entrance of the farm where such ve-
hicle is customarily kept. The secretary of state shall issue a registration plate or
plates so designed that a farm motor truck registered under this section may be
distinguished from commercial vehicles otherwise registered under the provisions
of this section.
(1955, c. 383. § 1.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- set out. Section 2 of the amendatory act

ment added the above paragraph after the
first paragraph of this section. As the rest
of the section was not changed, it is not

provides that it shall become effective for
registration of farm motor trucks for the
year 1956.

Sec. 26. Dealer registration plates; application; fees.—Every manu-
facturer or dealer in new or used motor vehicles or trailers may, instead of reg-
istering each motor vehicle owned or controlled by him, make application upon a
blank provided by the secretary of state for a general distinguishing number, color
or mark. The secretary of state shall forthwith present said application to the board.
The board, if satisfied that the applicant maintains a permanent place of business
in the state where said applicant will be principally engaged in the business of
buying and selling of motor vehicles, and is also satisfied with the other facts stated
in the application, shall order the secretary of state to issue a certificate of registra-
tion. Such certificate of registration shall contain the name, place of residence and
business of the applicant and the general distinguishing number, color or mark
assigned to him and made in such form as the secretary of state may determine,
and all vehicles owned or controlled by such applicant shall be regarded as reg-
istered under such general distinguishing number, color or mark until sold, ex-
changed or operated for hire. To be eligible for the renewal of such motor vehicle
dealer registration plates, the applicant must maintain in said state a permanent
place of business where said applicant is principally engaged in the business of buy-
ing and selling motor vehicles. The annual fee for every such certificate of regis-
tration shall be $65. The secretary of state shall furnish the applicant with 4 reg-
istration number plates free of cost; and there may be issued to any such appli-
cant 2 similar plates, in addition to the 4 plates so issued, upon payment of $10 for
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REGISTRATION
each such additional plate; and upon payment of $5 per plate, additional plates
shall be furnished. Extra registration plates shall be furnished to replace lost or
mutilated plates for 75¢ each. On applications for registration, or for additional
plates applied for during the period between the 1st day of September and 31st day
of December in any year, 15 of the registration fee shall be charged. (R. S. c. 19,
§ 19. 1949, c. 222. 1953. ¢. 70, § 2. 1955, ¢. 200, § 4.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- words ‘“pairs of” when referring to regis-

ment deleted the former next to last sen-
tence, which provided that “single plates
shall be furnished for trailers.” The
amendment also deleted, in the third sen-
tence from the end of the section, the

Sec. 26-A. Transit registration

tration plates and substituted “plates” and
“plate” for “pairs” and “pair,” respec-
tively. Section 13 of the amendatory act
provides that it shall become effective for
the year 1956.

plates; application; fees.—Finance

companies, heavy equipment dealers, farm machinery dealers, trailer dealers, junk
dealers and service stations may make application to the motor vehicle dealer reg-
istration board upon a blank provided for the purpose for a registration certificate
and plate, for the purpose of movement on highways of such vehicles owned or
controlled by them. The foregoing enumeration shall be deemed a partial enum-
eration and shall not operate to exclude other such businesses which are within the
general terms of this section,

Transit plates shall be issued for these uses for a fee of $25 each for the first
3 plates and $10 for each additional plate, (1955, c. 200, § 5.)

Effective date.—Section 13 of the act in-
serting this section provides that it shall
become effective for the year 1956.

Sec. 27. Denial, suspension or revocation of plates.—When the board,
after examining an application for dealer or transit registration plates, decides to
order the secretary of state not to issue same, it shall notify said applicant in writ-
ing of its decision and of a time and place for hearing when said applicant may ap-
pear and show cause why such dealer or transit registration plates should not be
denied. The board may review any dealer or transit registration granted and, after
hearing as provided for in this section, may order the secretary of state to suspend
or revoke any such dealer or transit registration plates for any of the following
reasons:

I. On proof that dealer no longer maintains a permanent place of business for

buying and selling motor vehicles.

II. On proof that dealer is no longer principally engaged in the business of

buying and selling motor vehicles.

III. On proof that dealer or holder of a transit registration certificate has

failed to keep and submit any records provided for by law. (1955, ¢. 200, § 6.)

IV. On proof that dealer or holder of a transit registration certificate has been

convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of sections 21 to 29, inclusive,

(1955, ¢. 200, § 6.)

V. On proof that dealer or manufacturer or holder of a transit registration

plate has used or permitted the use of his dealer or transit registration plate or

a motor vehicle not owned by the dealer or the holder of a transit registration

plate or has issued or permitted the issuance of his temporary plate for use on

motor vehicles not sold by the dealer, manufacturer or holder of a transit reg-
istration plate. The use of any such plate on any vehicle shall be prima facie
evidence that such use was permitted by the dealer or transit plate holder.

(1955, ¢. 205, § 1.)

No dealer or transit registration plates shall be suspended or revoked except
after hearing by the board. The board shall notify the dealer or holder of a transit
registration certificate of its intention to order the secretary of state to suspend
or revoke said dealer or transit registration plates in writing and give at least 7
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days’ notice of the time and place for hearing thereon, at which time said dealer
or holder of a transit registration certificate may appear and show cause why such
dealer or transit registration plates should not be suspended or revoked. The board
may request the assistance of the attorney general or his authorized representative
to assist in conducting any hearing.

The state police are authorized to investigate the use of dealer or transit reg-
istration plates and shall report their findings from time to time to the dealer reg-
istration board. (1953, c. 70, § 2; 1955, c. 200, § 6; c. 205, §§ 1, 2.)

Effect of amendments.—The first 1955 places in the next to the last paragraph.

amendment inserted the words “or trans-
it” at four places in the first paragraph
and at three places in the next to last

Section 13 of first amendatory act pro-
vides that it shall become effective for the
year 1956, The second 1955 amendment

inserted subsection V and added the last
paragraph of the section,

paragraph. It also inserted the words “or
holder of a transit registration certificate”
in subsections III and IV and at two

Sec. 28. Appeal from board’s decision to deny, suspend or revoke
dealer or transit registration plates.—Any dealer or holder of a transit reg-
istration certificate whose application for motor vehicle dealer or transit registra-
tion plates has been denied by the secretary of state by order of the board, or
whose dealer or transit registration plates have been suspended or revoked by the
secretary of state by order of the board, may, within 30 days thereafter, secure
judicial review by presenting a petition addressed to any justice of the superior
court, in term time or vacation, stating therein the grounds upon which a review
is sought. Such justice shall fix a time and place for hearing, which may be in
vacation, and cause notice thereof to be given to the board; and after hearing, such
justice may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the board and the decision
of such justice shall be final. Pending judgment of the court, such motor vehicle
dealer or transit registration plates shall remain in full force and effect. (1953, c.
70, § 2. 1955, ¢. 200. § 7.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment made this section applicable to
transit registration plates and to holders

of transit registration certificates. Section
13 of the amendatory act provides that it
shall become effective for the vear 1956.

Sec. 29. Motor vehicle dealer or transit registration plates; limita-
tion of use.—

I. No motor truck, tractor or trailer registered under the provisions of sec-
tions 21 to 29, inclusive, shall be used for other than demonstration, service
or emergency purposes. Provided, however, that when trucks, tractors or trail-
ers bearing dealer or transit registration plates are used for service purposes,
such use shall be limited to the transportation of articles and materials directly
connected with the purchase and sale of motor vehicles and the maintenance
of the properties connected and used with such business. (1955, ¢. 200, § 8.)
II. A vehicle loaned by a dealer or the holder of a transit registration certif-
icate to a customer for demonstration or emergency purposes may be operated
on the registration plates of the dealer or holder of a transit registration cer-
tificate for not more than 7 consecutive days. (1955, c. 200, § 8.)

III. A dealer, to demonstrate a loaded truck bearing dealer or transit regis-
tration plates, must first obtain a written permit from the secretary of state and
either the dealer or one of his employees must accompany the vehicle. (1955,
c. 200, § 8.)

IV. Whenever a manufacturer or dealer or holder of a transit registration
certificate sells or exchanges a motor vehicle or trailer, he shall immediately
notify the secretary of state that the vehicle has been sold or exchanged, giving
the name of the previous owner if a secondhand car, a description of the vehi-
cle, name of maker, motor and serial number and the name and address of the
vendee. Provided however, that the secretary of state shall not issue such reg-
istration until the applicant shall have procured and filed with the secretary of
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state a certificate showing that the applicant is covered by a standard auto-
mobile garage liability policy, approved by the insurance commissioner, insur-
ing against any legal liability in accordance with the terms of said policy for per-
sonal injury or death of any one person in the sum of $10,000 and for any num-
ber of persons in the sum of $20,000 and against property damage in the sum
of $5,000, which injury, death or damage may result from or have been caused
by the operation of any motor vehicle bearing the registration of such dealer
or such holder of a transit registration certificate. In lieu of such insurance, the
applicant may file with said secretary of state a bond or bonds issued by a surety
company authorized to do business in the state in the amount of $20,000 guar-
anteeing the payment of any judgment secured against such applicant on ac-
count of any such injuries, damage or death. (1955, c. 200, § 8.)
V. The secretary of state shall suspend, without hearing, such registration
within 10 days of receipt of written notice from the company that the insur-
ance policy or bond herein required has been canceled. He shall likewise suspend
said registration upon the expiration of the policy and shall not restore same
until new certification of coverage is filed by the company. (R. S. ¢. 19, § 19.
1947, c¢. 123. 1949, c. 41, §§ 1, 2; . 222, 1951, c. 235, §§ 4, 5. 1953, ¢. 70, § 2.
1955, c. 200, § 8.)
Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- of transit registration certificates. Section
ment made this section applicable to 13 of the amendatory act provides that it
transit registration plates and to holders shall become effective for the year 1956.

Sec. 31. Registration fee for manufacturer, dealer or holder of
transit registration certificate to be paid before January 1.—FEvery man-
ufacturer or dealer in new or used motor vehicles or trailers or holder of a transit
registration certificate shall pay to the secretary of state the required registration
fee for the succeeding year on or before the 31st day of December annually; pro-
vided that any manufacturer or dealer in new or used motor vehicles or trailers
or holder of a transit registration certificate cominencing business after the 1st
day of January of any year shall pay the fee at the time of commencing business.
The word “dealer” as used in this chapter shall mean any person, firm or cor-
poration which is a recognized agent of a motor vehicle manufacturer, or a seller
of motor vehicles made by such manufacturer whose authority to sell the same is
created by a written contract with such manufacturer or with some person au-
thorized in writing by such manufacturer to enter into such contract, and whose
principal business is the sale of new motor vehicles, the sale of secondhand motor
vehicles being incidental thereto. The words “used car dealer” as used in this
chapter shall mean any person, firm or corporation whose piincipal business is the
buying and selling of secondhand motor vehicles. (R. S. ¢. 19, § 21. 1955, c. 200,
§9.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- registration certificate.” Section 13 of the
ment inserted at two places in the first amendatory act provides that it shall be-
sentence the words “or holder of a transit come effective for the year 1956.

Sec. 36. Truck, tractor, trailer or semi-trailer, with a gross weight
greater than that specified on registration certificate not to be operated
on highway.—No person shall operate, or cause to be operated, any truck, trac-
tor, trailer or combination of truck tractor and semi-trailer with a gross weight
that is more than 10% above that specified in the registration certificate for such
vehicle for trucks of gross weight of not over 15,000 pounds and 5% for trucks
of gross weight of cver 15,000 pounds; provided, however, that no motor vehicle
of either a single unit or combined unit shall be operated on the highway with a
gross weight that exceeds 50,000 pounds. _

Any penalty for the violation of this section may be imposed on either the op-
erator or whoever causes said operation, or may be imposed on hoth, except that
those operators employed by carriers holding permits or certificates from the
Maine public utilities commission, who have not participated in loading the vehi-
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cle, shall not be subject to penalty. The operation of the vehicle shall be prima
facie evidence that said operation was caused by the person, firm or corporation
holding the permit or certificate for said vehicle from the public utilities commis-
sion.

Fach carrier holding a permit or certificate from the public utilities commis-
sion shall file with said commission and the Maine state police in writing an ap-
pointment of a resident of this State to be its true and lawiul agent, representative
or attorney upon whom all lawful processes regarding any violation of this section
may be served, and who may be required to appear in coutt on behalf of the car-
rier with the same legal force and validity as if the carrier were itself in court
with regard to said violation. The written assent of such resident agent, repre-
sentative or attorney shall be filed with said commission and the Maine state po-
lice.

Should such carrier fail to file any appointment of a resident agent, representa-
tive or attorney as required aforesaid, the public utilities commission shall refuse
to issue the permit or certificate or any renewal thereof held by such carrier until
such time as the carrier shall file an appointment of resident agent, representa-
tive or attorney in compliance with the provisions of this section.

If any such carrier holding a permit or certificate from the public utilities com-
mission has been required to appear in any court, through its appointed lawful
agent or attorney, under the provisions of this section in regard to a violation of
this section, and shall fail to comply with and satisfy any penalty imposed by the
court for a violation of this section, the court shall so notify the public utilities
commission, which shall immediately suspend the permit or certificate from the
public utilities commission held by such carrier, until such time as the carrier shall
have satisfied the said penalty. (R. S. c. 19, § 27. 1947, ¢, 352, § 6. 1949, c. 349,
§ 22. 1953, ¢. 309. § 1 1955, cc. 18, 149.)

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955
amendment changed the word “load” in

second amendment also deleted from the
fourth paragraph the words “secretary of

lines two and seven of the first paragraph
to ‘““gross weight,” and deleted the
words “gross weight of vehicle and load”
formerly appearing at the end of the first
paragraph., The second 1955 amendment
substituted “said commission” for “the
secretary of state” in the third paragraph,

state shall notify the public utilities com-
mission, which shall immediately suspend
the permit or certificate from the public
utilities commission” and inserted in lieu
thercof the words “public utilities com-
mission shall refuse to issue the permit or
certificate or any renewal thereof.”

and added the last sentence thereto. The

Sec. 37. Temporary registration plates; notification; cost.—A manu-
facturer or dealer or holder of a transit registration certificate may, upon the sale
or exchange of a motor vehicle, attach to such motor vehicle a temporary regis-
tration plate, and the purchaser of such motor vehicle may operate the same for
a period not to exceed 10 consecutive days thereafter without payment of a reg-
ular fee. A temporary registration plate may not be used on a loaded truck with-
out a written permit from the secretary of state.

A manufacturer or dealer or holder of a transit registration certificate shall,
upon attaching a temporary registration plate to a motor vehicle sold or exchanged
by him, mark thereon the date when said license expires and immediately notify
the secretary of state of said sale or exchange, giving the name and address of the
purchaser, the number of the temporary plate and such further information as
the secretary of state may require. The markings required by this paragraph to
be placed on a temporary registration plate shall be made not less than 1 inch in
height, with indelible or water proof ink.

The secretary of state may issue temporary registration plates to bona fide
dealers or holders of transit registration certificates who request them under such
rules and regulations as he shall deem necessary; and shall receive for them 50¢
per plate. (R. S. c. 19. § 28. 1951, ¢. 235, §§ 6, 7. 1955, ¢. 200, § 10.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment made this section applicable to hold-

ers of transit registration certificates, and
substituted “10” for “7” in the first para-
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graph. It also substituted in the first and made other similar changes throughout
second paragraphs the words “a tempor- the section. Section 13 of the amendatory
ary registration plate” for the words “a act provides that is shall become effec-
set of temporary number plates,” and tive for the year 1956.

Sec. 41. Adequate brakes; signaling device; unnecessary noise to be
avoided; bell or siren forbidden, exception.—Every motor vehicle and every
motor driven cycle shall be provided with adequate brakes in good working order
and sufficient to control such vehicle at all times when the same is in use, and a
suitable and adequate horn or other device for signaling. FEvery such motor ve-
hicle shall have brakes adjusted so as to stop 2-wheel brake vehicles at a speed of
20 miles per hour within a distance of 45 feet and 4-wheel brake vehicles within
30 feet and, in addition thereto, shall have a hand brake sufficient to hold the ve-
hicle while out of gear on a 10% grade. No signaling device shall be unneces-
sarily sounded so as to make a harsh, objectionable or unreasonable noise, and no
hell or siren shall be installed or used on any motor vehicle except that fire and
police department vehicles and ambulances, and vehicles operated by state, city and
town fire inspectors, city and town fire chiefs, assistant fire chiefs, police chiefs
and assistant police chiefs may be so equipped for use only when responding to
emergency calls, and such motor vehicles used by sheriffs and deputy sheriffs, and
such motor vehicles used by inland fisheries and game wardens as may be desig-
nated by the department of inland fisheries and game and such motor vehicles
used by coastal wardens as may be designated by the department of sea and shore
fisheries, and such motor vehicles used by United States government law enforce-
ment officials, and such motor vehicles used by a state or municipal department
which controls or supervises electrical alarm and communication systems. All
motor vehicles shall be equipped with a muffler of such construction and device
as to prevent excessive noise. No person operating a motor vehicle shall at any
time open the muffler cut out or permit the exhaust to make any unnecessary noise.
(R. S. c. 19, § 32. 1947, c. 34. 1949, c 38, § 2; cc. 42, 130, 231. 1951, c. 20; c.
235, § 10; c. 266, § 15. 1953 c. 308, § 17. 1955 c. 197)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- the latter part of the third sentence, be-
ment inserted “assistant fire chiefs, police ginning with the words “and such motor
chiefs and assistant police chiefs,” and  vehicles.”

“sheriffs,” in the third sentence, and added

Sec. 43. Lights conforming to rules; lighted during certain periods;
specifications; fire trucks excepted.—Kvery motor vehicle and tractor on
wheels shall be equipped with lamps and lights as provided in this chapter, of suffi-
cient power and so adjusted and operated as to enable its operator to proceed with
safety to himself and to other users of the ways under all ordinary conditions of
highway and weather,

Every headlamp, upon every motor vehicle, including every motorcycle and
motor driven cycle, shall be located at a height measured from the center of the
headlamp of not more than 54 inches nor less than 26 inches above the level sur-
face upon which said vehicle stands; provided, however, that headlamps on snow
plows may be located at a height greater than 54 inches above said level surface.
All such headlamps shall be equipped with lenses or reflectors that emit only a
white beam of light. Said lamps and lights shall conform to and operate in ac-
cordance with the rules and regulations promulgated from time to time by the
secretary of state, as provided in this chapter, and shall be lighted during the pe-
riod from 14 hour after sunset to 14 hour before sunrise; except as provided in
section 141.

Every motor vehicle and tractor on wheels, other than a motorcycle or motor
driven cycle, shall have mounted on the front thereof a pair of lamps, one on the
right side and one on the left side, each of approximately equal candle power; and
every motorcycle and every motor driven cycle shall have mounted on the front
thereof 1 lamp. If any such vehicle is so mechanically constructed, governed or
controlled that it cannot exceed a speed of 15 miles per hour, it shall have front
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lamps capable of furnishing light of sufficient candle power to render any sub-
stantial object clearly discernible on a level way at least 50 feet directly ahead and
at the same time at least 7 feet to the right of the axis of such vehicle for a dis-
tance of at least 25 feet. If said vehicles can exceed a speed of 15 miles per hour,
then they shall have front lamps capable of furnishing light of sufficient candle
power to render any substantial object clearly discernible on a level way at least
200 feet directly ahead and at the same time at least 7 feet to the right of the axis
of such vehicle for a distance of at least 100 feet; provided that no front lamp
capable of furnishing more than 4 candle power light shall be used if equipped
with a reflector, unless so designed, equipped or mounted that no portion of the
beam of light when projected 75 feet or more ahead of the lamps shall rise above
a plane of 42 inches higher than and parallel with the level surface on which the
vehicle stands; and provided further, that, at no time, shall the top of any main
beam of light be higher than the headlight centers; and provided further, that no
electric bulb or other lighting device of a greater capacity than 32 candle power
shall be used, no matter how the same may be shaded, covered or obscured, except
the seal beam unit, so called, which is standard headlight equipment for motor ve-
hicles. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this section, it shall be
deemed to be a violation of its provisions if a front light or front lights of a motor
vehicle projects the top of any main beam, at a distance of 25 feet ahead of the mo-
tor vehicle, on an approximately level stretch of highway, onto the body of a person
or on a motor vehicle or any object, at a height greater than the distance of the
centers of the front lights from the highway.

Every such motor vehicle, motor driven cycle, tractor and trailer shall have on
the rear thereof, in the center or to the left of the axis thereof, 1 lamp capable of
displaying a red light visible for a distance of at least 100 feet behind such vehi-
cle; provided that when a vehicle is used in conjunction with another vehicle or
vehicles, only the last of such vehicles shall be required to carry such lamp. Every
such motor vehicle, motor driven cycle, tractor and trailer shall carry a lamp illu-
minating with white light the rear registration plate of such vehicle so that the
characters thereon shall be visible for a distance of at least 50 feet.

All motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers of 7 feet or over in width shall
have thereon, in addition to the lights required by law for vehicles of less width,
a green or amber light attached to the extreme left of the front of such vehicle,
so attached and adjusted as to indicate the extreme left lateral extension of the
vehicle or load which shall in all cases aforesaid be visible not less than 200 feet
in the direction towards which the vehicle is proceeding or facing; provided, how-
ever, that any such vehicle having a closed body 8 feet or more in height shall dis-
play 2 such green or amber lights attached to the extreme left of the front of its
body as above provided. one at the top and the other at the bottom of said body;
and every such motor vehicle, trailer and semi-trailer shall display at least 1 red
light on the extreme left lateral extension of the vehicle or load on the rear of said
vehicle ; provided, however, that any such vehicle having a closed body 8 feet or
more in height shall display a red light on the extreme upper left lateral extension
of its body. Motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers requiring a light hereunder
may, in lieu of such light, be equipped with an adequate reflector conforming as
to color and marginal location to the requirements for such light. Every motor
vehicle, motor driven cycle and every trailer shall be equipped with at least 1 ade-
quate reflector securely attached to the rear thereof. Such reflector may be a part
of the rear lamp and shall in all cases be red. No reflector shall be deemed ade-
quate unless it is so designed, located and maintained as to reflect at night on an
unlighted highway for at least 200 feet, the lawful undimmed headlights of a ve-
hicle approaching from the rear thereof. (R. S. c. 19, § 34. 1949, c. 38, §§ 3, 4, 5,
6;c. 104, §9. 1951, c. 235, §§ 11, 12, 13, 14; c. 310. 1955, ¢. 56, § 1.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- fighting vehicles from the application of
ment repealed the former last paragraph, the provisions of this chapter governing
which excepted certain police and fire- equipment or use of front lights.
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Sec. 44. Snow removal or sanding equipment.—All trucks, graders and
other vehicles, while being used for the express purpose of plowing snow or sand-
ing on public ways, unless the 6-inch diameter lights hereinafter described are not
available in the markets of this state, shall be equipped with 2 auxiliary lights to
be mounted on the highest practical point on the vehicle, one showing to the front
and one to the rear of the vehicle. The light showing to the front shall be a blue or
amber light and at least 6 inches in diameter. The light showing to the rear shall
be a red light at least 6 inches in diameter. These 2 lights shall be equipped with
blinker attachments. When the left wing of the plow is in operation and extends
over the center of the road, an auxiliary light shall show the extreme end of said
left wing. This light may be attached to the vehicle with the beam of light pointed
at the left wing. These lights may be controlled by a separate switch or may be
controlled by the regular lighting system and shall be in operation whenever the
trucks, graders and other vehicles are used for plowing snow and sanding on pub-
lic ways in either the nighttime or daytime. The use of these auxiliary lights shall
not relieve the owner or operator from conforming to the provisions of section
43. (1945, ¢. 335 1949, c. 39; c. 349, § 23. 1955, c. 332.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- second sentence and rewrote the next to
ment inserted the words “or amber” in the the last sentence.

Sec. 45. Inspection of motor vehicles; stickers.—Fvery person who is
the owner or in control of a motor vehicle registered and operated upon the high-
ways of the state shall submit such vehicles for semiannual inspection as provided
for in this and the 2 following sections, to determine the proper adjustment and
sufficiency of the f{ollowing required equipment: brakes, lights, running gear,
wheels, tires, horns, windshields, mechanical windshield wipers, rear view mirrors,
reflectors and muftlers.

Such inspection shall be made during the months of April and October of each
year at an official inspection station, duly appointed and certified as such by the
secretary of state. If, at the time of such inspection and before the said vehicle is
again operated upon the highway, the condition of said vehicle conforms in each
and every respect as required by law, an official sticker as a certificate of inspec-
tion furnished by said secretary shall be placed in the upper right-hand corner of
the windshield or in the center of the windshield back of the rear mirror. Notwith-
standing the requirement that all registered motor vehicles be inspected in April
and October of each year, it shall be unlawful, except as hereinafter provided, for
any person to operate a motor vehicle on the highways of this state unless said
motor vehicle has been inspected and bears a certificate as provided in this section.

Each official inspection station shall stock a sufficient number of stickers to meet
their demands at all times. These shall be furnished by the office of the secretary
of state at 5¢ each Stickers furnished for the April inspection period shall be used
during the succeeding months through September of the same calendar year and
shall be of a different color and design than those furnished for the October in-
spection period and succeeding months through March of the following year. Stick-
ers on hand at the beginning of a new inspection period, or at the end of the cal-
endar year if the license is not renewed or if the license is suspended, may be re-
turned to the secretary of state and the purchase price refunded.

Said inspection shall not apply to motor vehicles owned and registered in an-
other state nor to new motor vehicles being driven by a dealer or his authorized
representative from the point of distribution to his place of business.

No dealer in new or used motor vehicles shall permit any such vehicle owned
or controlled by him to be released for operation upon the highways until it has
been inspected as herein provided and a proper sticker certifying such inspection
placed thereon, If such vehicle bears thereon a certificate showing a prior inspec-
tion, the same shall be removed.

The secretary of state or authorized agent or state police officer may issue a
permit to owners of motor vehicles which are not inspected to enable them to op-
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erate such vehicle to the nearest inspection station for the purpose of complying
with this law.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to farm tractors which are manu-
factured as such. (R. S. c. 19, § 35. 1947, c. 63. 1951, c. 235, §§ 15, 16. 1953, c.
9. 1955, c. 384.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment rewrote this section.

School Buses.

Sec. 48. ‘““School Bus” defined; description sign to be attached;
standards; buses to stop before crossing railroad track.—The term “school
bus” includes every motor vehicle owned by a public or governmental agency and
operated for the transportation of children to or from school, or to or from any
school activities at a school regularly attended by such children, or privately owned
and operated for compensation for the transportation of children to or from school,
or to or from any school activities at a school regularly attended by such children.
Buses operated by a motor carrier having a certificate of public convenience and
necessity issued by the public utilities commission under the provisions of sections
1 to 18, inclusive, of chapter 48, which comply with the requirements of the com-
mission, within a city in which such carrier is so authorized to operate, shall not
be regarded as “school buses.”

All school buses, as above defined, shall bear upon the front and rear thereof a
plainly visible sign *‘School Bus” in letters not less than 8 inches in height which
shall be removed or covered when the vehicle is not in use as a school bus; but
this provision shall not apply to public buses while transporting school children
together with regular passengers. Such standard “descriptive signs” shall be fur-
nished at cost by the department of education.

(1955, ¢. 85, § 1; c. 132)

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955 paragraph without referring to the first

amendment inserted the words ‘“or to or
from any school activities at a school reg-
ularly attended by such children” in two
places in the first sentence of the first
paragraph, and substituted “shall” for
“can” near the middle of the first sentence
of the second paragraph. The second 1955

amendment and without incorporating the
change made by it, substituted “8 inches”
for “4 inches” in line two of the second
paragraph. Both amendments have been
given effect above. As the rest of the sec-
tion was not changed by the amendments,
only the first and second paragraphs are

amendment, which set out the second set out.

Taxation of Motor Vehicles. Aircraft.

Sec. 49. Annual excise tax; exemptions.—An excise shall be levied an-
nually as herein provided with respect to each calendar year for the privilege of
operating upon the public ways, each motor vehicle to be sc operated, subject to
the provisions of section 36, as follows: a sum equal to 23 mills on each dollar of
the maker’s list price for the Ist or current year of model, 1674 mills for the 2nd
year, 1274 mills for the 3rd year, 9 mills for the 4th year, 515 mills for the 5th year
and 3 mills for the 6th and succeeding years; provided, however, that whenever
an excise tax has been paid for the previous calendar year on the same motor ve-
hicle, the excise tax for the new calendar year shall be assessed as if the vehicle
was in its next year of the model; provided, however, that persons registering un-
der the provisions of section 67, the state and political subdivisions thereof, mu-
nicipalities registering motor vehicles for use in driver education in the second-
ary schools, volunteer fire departments, bona fide dealers or manufacturers of mo-
tor vehicles, which motor vehicles are solely for the purpose of demonstration and
sale and which constitute stock in trade, holders of transit registration certificates,
telephone and telegraph companies subject to the excise tax set forth in sections
125 to 132, inclusive, of chapter 16, express companies subject to the excise tax
as set forth in secticns 133 to 136, inclusive, of chapter 16, the vehicles of chari-
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table, benevolent, literary and scientific organizations which are used exclusively
in carrying on charitable, benevolent, literary or scientific work in this State, rail-
road companies subject to the excise tax set forth in sections 113 to 124, inclusive,
of chapter 16, excepting however, motor buses used exclusively for the transporta-
tion of passengers for hire, shall not be subject to the excise herein provided ; and
provided further, that in all cases where the excise tax under the preceding pro-
visions of this section amounts to less than $5, a minimum tax of $5 shall be levied,
except that for a bicycle with motor attached the excise tax shall be $2.50; and
provided further, that in respect to noncommercial vehicles on and after the 7th
year of a model, the maximum amount to be levied as an excise tax under the pro-
visions of this section shall be $10.

(1955, ¢. 100, § 2; c. 200, § 11.)
. Effect of amendments. — The first 1955 tificates”. Both amendments have been
amendment inserted the words “munici- given effect in the first paragraph of this
palities registering motor vehicles for use section as set out above. As the last three
in driver education in the secondary paragraphs were not changed by the
schools” near the middle of the first para- amendments, they are not set out. Section
graph. The second 1935 amendment, which 13 of the second amendatory act provides
set out the first paragraph without refer- that it shall become effective for the year
ring to or incorporating the change made  1956.
by the first amendment, inserted the Cited in York Beach Village Corp. v.
words “holders of transit registration cer- York, 150 Me. 1, 103 A. (2d) 786.

Sec. 51-A. Annual excise tax on house trailers.—An excise tax shall be
levied annually as herein provided with respect to each calendar year for the priv-
ilege of operating a house trailer upon the public ways. This excise tax shall be
levied as follows: a sum equal to 20 mills on each dollar of the maker’s list price
for the 1st or current year of model, 16 mills for the 2nd year, 12 mills for the 3rd
year, 10 mills for the 4th year, 8 mills for the 5th year, 6 mills for the 6th year,
and 4 mills for the 7th and succeeding years; provided, however, that whenever an
excise tax has been paid for the previous calendar year on the same trailer the
excise tax for the new calendar year shall be assessed as if the trailer was in the
next year of model.

The excise tax herein provided for shall be paid in the place where the trailer
is located, if paid prior to April 1; or in the place where the trailer was located
on April 1 if paid on or after April 1; provided, however, that the excise tax must
be paid before property taxes for the year in question are committed to the col-
lector, otherwise the owner shall be subject to a personal property tax. In case a
personal property tax is paid and later registration on a house trailer is desired,
the secretary of state shall accept the personal property tax receipt in lieu of an
excise tax receipt.

The excise tax herein provided shall not apply to any house trailer that is prop-
erly taxable as real estate.

Any house trailer owner who has paid the excise tax on his house trailer as pro-
vided for herein shall be exempt from further or other taxation for that year on
said house trailer.

This excise tax on house trailers shall be subject to the same provisions and
exemptions as apply to motor vehicles in sections 52 to 59, inclusive, which can
be applied to such trailers. (1955, c. 191, § 1.)

Sec. 52. Tax paid before registration.—No motor vehicle or aircraft
owned or controlled by a resident of this state, excepting only motor vehicles or
aircraft owned and operated by charitable, benevolent, literary or scientific. or-
ganizations which are used exclusively in carrying on charitable, benevolent, lit-
erary or scientific work in the state, shall be registered under the provisions of
this chapter or under chapter 24 until the owner or person controlling the same
has paid the excise tax as herein provided. ] ' )

Every motor vehicle owned by a resident of this state shall be subject to excise
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tax in the municipality where the owner resides. Every nonresident person reg-
istering a motor vehicle in this state shall pay to the municipality of the state where
he is occasionally or temporarily residing, or if there be no such residing place,
then to the state the excise tax above provided. A foreign corporation registering
a motor vehicle or any person registering aircraft in this state shall pay to the mu-
nicipality of the state where said motor vehicle or aircraft is customarily kept, or
if there be no such customary place of keeping, then to the state, the excise tax
hereinbefore provided for; except that the excise tax on aircraft kept at a munic-
ipally owned airport shall be paid to the municipality which owns the airport. If
such payment is made to the state, the secretary of state is authorized to receive
the same and to give a receipt therefor, or, in the case of aircraft, the aeronautics
commission is authorized to receive the same and to give a receipt therefor. (R.

S.c. 19, § 40. 1951, c. 264, § 2. 1953, c. 190, § 2. 1955, ¢. 361.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment rewrote this section.

Sec. 53. Credit for tax may be transferred.—Any owner who has paid
said excise tax for a motor vehicle the ownership of which is transferred, or which
is subsequently totally lost by fire, theft or accident or which is subsequently totally
junked or abandoned, in the same calendar year, shall be entitled to a credit to the
maximum amount of the tax previously paid in such year for any one vehicle to-
ward the tax for such other motor vehicles, regardless of the number of transfers,
which may be required of him in the same calendar year and if, since payment of
the excise tax on the first vehicle, the owner has by removal established a new
place of residence, the said credit shall be allowed in the town in which the owner
is now residing, said town to receive such additional tax as said owner may now
be required to pay. No portion of any excise tax once paid shall be repaid to any
person by reason of the transfer of vehicles or discontinuance of the use of a ve-
hicle. From September 1st to December 31st such credit shall not exceed %% of
the amount of the maximum tax. For each such transfer made in the same calendar
year, the owner shall pay $1 to the town in which the owner is now residing. (R.
S. ¢ 19, § 41. 1947, c. 115. 1955, c. 171.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment rewrote this section.

Sec. 57. Money raised to be accounted for; how apportioned.

Applied in York Beach Village Corp.
v. York, 150 Me. 1, 103 A. (2d) 786.

Sec. 58. Agent of county commissioners to make collections in un-
organized places.—The county commissioners of each county may appoint an
agent to receive the excise tax and issue the receipt prescribed therefor under the
provisions of section 54 to persons residing in unorganized places in each county.
Such agent shall be allowed a fee of 30¢ for each tax receipt issued and shall re-
mit the remainder promptly to the county treasurer and they shall be credited as
undedicated funds for the unorganized township in which the taxpayer resides.
(R. S. c. 19, § 46. 1953, c. 304. 1955, c. 338.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-  to allow the agent a fee of 30¢ for each
ment changed the second sentence so as tax receipt issued.

Operators’ Licenses.

Sec. 60. Applications for operators’ licenses, termination of —No
resident of the state shall operate a motor vehicle on any way, unless licensed by
the state to operate such motor vehicle. Applications to operate motor vehicles
shall be presented by mail or otherwise to the secretary of state upon blanks pre-
pared under his authority, and which shall therein call for specific answers to
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questions of a character designed to show the experience and competency of the
applicant to operate a motor vehicle; a fee of $2 shall accompany the application.
Before the license is granted, an applicant shall be required to pass such physical
examination and such examination by actual demonstration or otherwise as to his
qualifications to operate a motor vehicle as the said secretary shall require; pro-
vided said secretary may waive such examination in the case of applicants who
have Dbeen duly licensed by this state to operate a motor vehicle during any one of
the 3 preceding calendar years or who have been duly licensed by this state and
who have been, on or after December 7, 1941, members of the armed forces of the
United States; and no license shall be issued until the said secretary is satisfled
that the applicant is a proper person to receive it. No license shall be issued to any
person under 15 years of age. Any person required to take an examination to
qualify him to operate a motor vehicle shall pay a fee of $1 to the secretary of
state, which fee shall be paid before the examination is given and shall be applied
by him for defraying the expense of giving such examination ; except that any per-
son required to take such examination because of advanced age or physical dis-
ability shall not be required to pay said examination fee of $1. Any person who
is at least 15 years of age may apply to the secretary of state for an instruction
permit. The secretary of state may, in his discretion, after applicant has success-
fully passed all parts of an examination other than the driving tests, issue to the
applicant an instruction permit which shall entitle the applicant, while having such
permit in his immediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle upon the public high-
ways for a period of 60 days when accompanied by a licensed operator who has
at least 1 year of driving experience and is at least 18 years of age and who is oc-
cupying a seat beside the driver, except in the event the permittee is operating a
motorcycle, motor scooter or motor bike, The fee for all permits shall be $1, which
shall include cost of first examination. The fee for all subsequent examinations
shall be $1. A renewal permit may be issued for an additional 60 days for a fee of
$1; provided, however, that the secretary of state may, in his discretion, issue a
restricted instruction permit effective for a school year or for a restricted period
to an applicant who is enrolled in a driver education program which includes prac-
tice driving. Such instruction permit shall only be valid when applicant is accom-
panied by an instructor approved by the state department of education. Any per-
son who has not held a Maine operator’s license during one of the 3 preceding
years may apply for an instruction permit. The secretary of state may, in his dis-
cretion, issue a temporary driver’s permit to an applicant who has successfully
passed a complete examination, permitting applicant to operate a motor vehicle
during a period not to exceed 30 days while the secretary of state is completing
his investigation and determination of all facts relative to such applicant’s right to
receive an operator’s license. Such permit or temporary license shall be in appli-
cant’s immediate possession at all times while operating a motor vehicle. The sec-
retary of state may, after a complete examination or investigation, restrict the li-
cense of any operator sc as to permit the operation of a specified vehicle or vehi-
cles, operation during the daylight hours, within a designated area, or any other
restriction or condition the secretary of state may deem to be in the interest of
highway safety. Any person operating a motor vehicle in any manner in violation
of the restrictions imposed in a restricted license issued to him shall be punished
by a fine of not more than $100, or by imprisonment for not more than 90 days,
or by both such fine and imprisonment. A record of all applications for license and
of all licenses and instruction permits issued shall be kept by the said secretary.
Each license shall state the name, age, place of residence of the licensee and the
distinguishing numbers or marks assigned to him and may contain a brief descrip-
tion of the licensee for the purpose of identification and such other information
as the said secretary shall deem necessary. The application shall contain a space
for the applicant to list his blood type if he so desires. A person to whom a license
to operate a motor vehicle has been issued, unless such license contains a special
limitation or restriction, may operate any registered motor vehicle. Every licensee
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shall indorse his usual signature upon the margin of the license before using it and

no license shall be valid until so indorsed.

(1955, c. 181, §§ 1, 2; c. 340; c. 405, § 49.)

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955
amendment inserted in the first paragraph
the provisions relating to instruction per-
mits and restricted licenses. The second
1955 amendment inserted the third from
the last sentence in the first paragraph.
The third 1955 amendment inserted in the

third sentence the words “or who have
been duly licensed by this State and who
have been, on or after December 7, 1941,
members of the armed forces of the
United States.” As the rest of the section
was not changed by the amendments, only
the first paragraph is set out.

Sec. 65. Unlicensed persons not to operate motor vehicles.—No per-
son shall operate a motor vehicle upon any way in this state unless licensed ac-
cording to the provisions of this chapter; but the provisions of this section shall
not prevent the operation of a motor vehicle by an unlicensed person, not less than
15 years of age who holds an instruction permit, if riding beside a licensed opera-
tor in said vehicle for the purpose of becoming familiar with the use and handling
of a motor vehicle preparatory to taking out license for driving; and provided
further, that such unlicensed person has not theretofore had a license revoked,
suspended or finally refused. (R. S. ¢. 19, § 53. 1955, ¢. 181, § 3.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment inserted the reference to instruction
permit,

Reciprocity. Nonresident Privileges and Restrictions.

Sec. 67. Nonresident vehicles and operators licensed in home state
may operate; reciprocity.

IV. No truck, tractor or trailer owned, leased or operated by a nonresident
shall be operated under the provisions of this section in transportation of mer-
chandise or material in intrastate commerce, nor in interstate commerce unless
the point of actual receipt or delivery of any merchandise or material so trans-
ported is without the state. Except that a nonresident owned semi-trailer oper-
ated by a Maine registered power unit shall be permitted to transport merchan-
dise or material in intrastate commerce. (1955, c. 168)
Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment added the exception clause at the
end of subsection IV. As the rest of the

section was not changed by the amend-
ment, only subsection IV is set out.

Service of Process on Nonresidents.

Sec. 70. Secretary of state attorney for service on nonresident.—
The acceptance by a person who is a resident of any other state or country of the
rights and privileges conferred by this chapter as evidenced by the operation, by
himself or agent, of a motor vehicle thereunder, or the operation by such a per-
son, by himself or his agent, of a motor vehicle on a public way in this state other-
wise than under the provisions of said chapter, or the operation by such a person,
by himself or his agent, of aircraft in this state, shall be deemed equivalent to an
appointment by him of the secretary of state, or his successor in office. to be his
true and lawful attorney upon whom may be served all lawful processes in any
action or proceeding against him, growing out of any accident or collision in which
such person or his agent may be involved, while operating a motor vehicle on such
a way, or while operating aircraft in this state, and said acceptance or operation
shall be a signification of his agreement that any such process against him which
is so served shall be of the same legal force and validity as if served on him per-
sonally. Service of such process shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with a
fee of $2 in the hands of the secretary of state, or in his office and such service
shall be sufficient service upon such nonresident; provided that notice of such
service and a copy of the process are forthwith sent by registered mail by the plain-
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tiff to the defendant, and the defendant’s return receipt and the plaintiff’s affidavit
of compliance herewith are appended to the writ and are filed with the clerk of
courts in which the action is pending, or that such notice and copy are served up-
on the defendant, if found within the state, by an officer duly qualified to serve
legal process, or, if found without the state, by any duly constituted public officer
qualified to serve like process in the state or jurisdiction where the defendant is
found, and the officer’s return showing such service to have been made is filed in
the case on or before the return day of the process or within such further time as
the court may allow. The court in which the action is pending may order such con-
tinuance as may be necessary to afford the defendant reasonable opportunity to
defend the action.

The provisions of this section shall apply to any resident of the state who be-
comes a resident of any other state or country prior to the time when any action
or proceeding against him, growing out of any accident or collision in which such
person or his agent may be involved, while operating a motor vehicle on a public
way in this state, has been brought. (R. S. c. 19, § 59. 1955, cc. 223, 311.)

Effect of amendments.—The first 1955 tion by such a person, by himself or his
amendment added the second paragraph. agent, of aircraft in this state” and the
The second 1955 amendment inserted in words “or while operating aircraft in this
the first sentence the words “or the opera- state.”

Financial Responsibility Law.

Sec. 75. Definitions.—
I. Terms defined.

G. “Motor Vehicle Liability Policy,” a policy of lability insurance certi-
fied as proof of financial responsibility in accordance with section 81, and
which provides indemnity for or protection to the insured and any person re-
sponsible to him for the operation of the insured’s motor vehicle, trailer or
semi-trailer who has obtained possession or control thereof with his express
or implied consent, against loss by reason of the liability to pay damages to
others for damage to property, except property of others in charge of the
insured or his employees, or bodily injuries, including death at any time re-
sulting therefrom, accidentally sustained during the term of said policy by
any person, other than the insured or employees of the insured actually op-
erating the motor vehicle or of such other person responsible as aforesaid
who are entitled to payments or benefits under the provisions of any work-
men’s compensation act, arising out of the ownership, operation, maintenarnce,
control or use within the limits of the United States of America or the Do-
minion of Canada of such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, to the amount
or limit of at least $10,000 on account of injury to or death of any one per-
son, and subject to such limits as respects injury to or death of one person,
of at least $20,000 on account of any one accident resulting in injury to or
death of more than one person, and of at least $5,000 for damage to prop-
erty of others, as herein provided, or a binder pending the issue of such
policy. (1953, ¢c. 96, § 1. 1955, ¢. 395, § 1.)

H. “Motor Vehicle Liability Bond,” a bond certified as proof of financial
responsibility in accordance with section 81, and conforming to the provi-
sions of subsection IIT of section 80 and conditioned that the obligor shall
within 30 days after the rendition thereof satisfy all judgments rendered
against him or against any person responsible to him for the operation of the
obligor’s motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer who has obtained possession
or control thereof with his express or implied consent, in actions to recover
damages for damage to property of others or bodily injuries, including death
at any time resulting therefrom, accidentally sustained during the term of
said bond by any person other than the insured employees of the obligor ac-
tually operating the motor vehicle or of such other person responsible as
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aforesaid who are entitled to payments or benefits under the provisions of
any workmen’s compensation act, arising out of the ownership, operation,
maintenance, control or use within the limits of the United States of America
or the Dominion of Canada of such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, to
the amount or limit of at least $5,000 on account of damage to property and
at least $10,000 on account of injury to or death of any one person, and sub-
ject to such limits as respects injury to or death of one person, at least
$20,000 on account of any one accident resulting in injury to or death of
more than one person. (1953, c. 96, § 1. 1955, ¢. 395, § 1.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment inserted the words “certified as
proof financial responsibility in accordance
with section 81, and” near the beginning
of paragraphs G and H of subsection I.
It also deleted the words “or an indorse-

ment to an existing policy, as defined in
subsections I, II, IV of section 80” at the
end of paragraph G of subsection I. As
the rest of the section was not changed by
the amendment, only paragraphs G and H
of subsection I are set out.

Sec. 77. Reports.—

II. Security and proof of financial responsibility required following
accident.

A. Repealed by Public Laws 1955, ¢. 39, § 1.

B. Upon receipt by him of the report of an accident other than as provided
for in paragraph C of this subsection, which has resulted in death, bodily
injury or property damage to an apparent extent of $£100 or more, the sec-
retary shall, 30 days following the date of request for compliance with the
2 following requirements, suspend the license or revoke the right to operate
of any persorr operating, and the registration certificates and registration
plaies of any person owning a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer in any
manner involved in such accident, unless such operator or owner or hoth:
1. shall have secured a written release, duly authenticated, trom the
other party or parties involved in such accident, or shall have previously
furnished or immediately furnishes sufficient security to satisfy any judg-
ment or judgments for damages resulting from such accident as may be
recovered against such owner or operator by or on behalf of the aggrieved
person or his legal representative, and
2. shall immediately give and thereafter maintain proof of financial re-
sponsibility for 3 years next following the date of filing the proof as pro-
vided under the provisions of subsection II of section 81. [1953, c. 67, §
3. 1955, c. 39, §§ 2, 3.] (1945, c. 134. 1949, c. 427. 1953, ¢. 67, § 3. 1955,
c. 39,882 3.
D. Upon receipt of notice from the secretary which contains information
that an automobile liability policy was carried at the time of the accident,
or that the liahility of the owner or operator for damages resulting from the
accident was covered by any other form of insurance or hond, the insurance
carrier shall within 15 days notify the secretary in such manner as he may
require in case such policy or bond was not in effect at the time of such ac-
cident. Where erroneous information with respect to the existence of insur-
ance or other exceptions specified in this section is furnished to the secre-
tary, he shall take appropriate action as above provided after the receipt by
him of correct information with respect to such coverage or other exceptions.
(1951, c. 243, § 3. 1955, ¢. 395, § 2)
V. Limitation.
E. To any person involved in an accident while operating a motor vehicle
licensed by the public utilities commission of this state. (1955, ¢. 395, § 3)
F. To the owner or licensed operator of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-
trailer involved in an accident if such owner had in effect at the time of such
accident an automobile liability policy with respect to the motor vehicle,

79



C. 22, §77 Vol. 1

Financrar, RusponsiBirity Law
trailer or semi-trailer mvolved in such accident; nor to such operator, if not
the owner of such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer if there was in effect
at the time of such accident an automobile liability policy or bond with re-
spect to his operation of motor vehicles not owned by him; nor to such op-
erator or owner if the liability of such operator or owner for damages re-
sulting from such accident is, in the judgment of the secretary, covered by
any other form of liability insurance policy or bond; provided that no such
policy or bond shall be effective under this section unless issued by an in-
surance company or surety company authorized to do business in this state,
except that if such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer was not registered
in this state, or was a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer which was reg-
istered elsewhere than in this state at the effective date of the policy or bond,
or the most recent renewal thereof, such policy or bond shall not be effective
under this section unless the insurance company or surety company if not
authorized to do business in this state shall execute a power of attorney au-
thorizing the secretary to accept service on its behalf of notice or process in
any action upon such policy or bond arising out of such accident; provided,
however, every such policy or bond is subject, if the accident has resulted in
bodily injury or death, to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less
than $10,000 because of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one
accident and, subject to said limit for one person, to a limit of not less than
$20,000 because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any
one accident, and, if the accident has resulted in injury to or destruction of
property, to a limit of not less than $5,000 because of injury to or destruc-
tion of property of others in any one accident. (1945, ¢. 346. 1955, c. 395,
§3)

VI. Suspension; duration. The suspension required in subsection II of this

section shall remain in effect, the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer in any

manner involved in such accident shall not be registered in the name of the per-
son whose license or registration was so suspended, and no other motor vehi-
cle, trailer or semi-trailer shall be registered in the name of such person; nor
any new licenses issued to such person, unless and until he has obtained a re-
lease or a judgment in his favor in an action at law to recover damages for
damage to property or the death of or bodily injury to any person resulting
from such accident or unless he shall have satisfied in the manner hereinafter
provided any judgment rendered against him in such an action, and at all events
gives and thereafter maintains proof of his financial responsibility as hereinbe-
fore provided. If the aggrieved or injured person or his legal representative
shall not have brought suit within 1 year from the date of the accident, then the
secretary, upon receiving reasonable evidence of the fact, may, subject to the
other requirements of the law, issue to such person a new license to operate
and new registration certificates and registration plates provided he shall give
and thereafter maintain proof of financial responsibility as hereinbefore pro-
vided. A discharge in bankruptcy shall not relieve the judgment debtor from
any of the requirements of sections 75 to 82, inclusive, except that 10 years after
the date thereof a discharge in bankruptcy shall relieve the judgment debtor
from any of the requirements of sections 75 to 82, inclusive. (1953, c. 67, § 5.
1955, c. 243)

Effect of amendments. — The first 1955
amendment, which amended paragraph B
of subsection II, deleted a former refer-
ence to paragraph A and inserted the word
“death” near the beginning of the para-
graph, and rewrote subparagraph 2. The
first amendatory act also repealed para-
graph A of subsection II. The second 1955

80

amendment added the exception clause to
the last sentence of subsection VI. The
third 1955 amendment inserted the words
“or that the liability of the owner or oper-
ator for damages resulting from the acci-
dent was covered by any other form of
insurance or bond” in the first sentence of
paragraph D of subsection II and made
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other changes of a minor nature in the
same sentence. The third amendment also
rewrote paragraphs E and ¥ of subsection

Financial, ResponsipiLity Law

C. 22, § 81

V. Only the paragraphs changed by the
amendments are set out.

Sec. 80. Bonds.—

I. Policy form. No motor vehicle liability policy, as defined in section 75,
shall be certified as proof of financial responsibility in accordance with section
81 until a copy of the form of the policy has been on file with the insurance
commissioner for at least 30 days, unless, before the expiration of said period,
said insurance commissioner shall have approved the form of the policy in writ-
ing, nor if said insurance commissioner notifies the company in writing that, in
his opinion, the form of said policy does not comply with the laws of the state,
provided that he shall notify the company in writing within said period of his
approval or disapproval thereof. Said insurance commissioner shall approve a
form of policy which contains the name and address of the insured, a descrip-
tion of the motor vehicles and trailers or semi-trailers covered, with the pre-
mium charges therefor, the policy period, the limits of liability and an agree-
ment that insurance is provided in accordance with and subject to the provisions

of sections 75 to 82, inclusive. (1951, ¢. 243, § 6. 1955 . 395, § 4)

II. Required provisions. A motor vehicle liability poticy certified as proof
of financial responsibility in accordance with section 81 shall be subject to the
following provisions which need not be contained therein:

(1955, c. 395, § 5)

IV. Prohibition. No motor vehicle liability policy other than that defined in
section 75 shall be certified as proof of financial responsibility in accordance
with section 81 by any authorized insurance company, except that such an au-
thorized insurance company may certify what is known as a standard automo-
bile liability policy containing an agreement that insurance is provided in ac-
cordance with and subject to the provisions of sections 75 to 82, inclusive, which
agreement has been approved by the insurance commissioner. (R. S. c¢. 19, §
69. 1951, c. 243. § 6. 1955, ¢. 395, § 6.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment substituted the words “certified as
proof of financial responsiblity in accord-
ance with section 81" for the words “is-
sued or delivered in the state” near the
beginning of subsection I, inserted the
words “certified as proof of financial re-

sponsibility in accordance with section 81”
in the opening paragraph of subsection II,
and rewrote subsection IV. As the rest of
the section was not changed by the
amendment, only subsections I and [V and
the opening paragraph of subsection II
are set out,

Sec. 81. Proof of financial responsibility.—

VII. Operating without giving proof. Any person whose operator’s license
or registration certificates or other privilege to operate a motor vehicle, trailer
or semi-trailer has been suspended or revoked, restoration thereof or the is-
suance of a new license or registration being contingent upon the furnishing
of security or proof of financial responsibility, and who during such suspen-
sion or revocation or in the absence of full authorization from the secretary
shall drive any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer upon any highway or
knowingly permits any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer owned by such
person to be operated by another upon any highway, except as permitted under
the provisions of sections 75 to 82, inclusive, shall be punished by imprison-
ment for not more than 6 months, or by a fine of not more than $500, or by
both such fine and imprisonment. Where any person is required under sections
75 to 82, inclusive, to maintain proof of financial responsibility, the secretary
of state may issue a restricted license to such person, authorizing the operation
of any motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer so long as the owner thereof shall
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maintain proof of financial responsibility. [1951, c. 243, § 8. 1955, ¢. 395, § 7].
(R. S.¢. 19, § 70. 1951, c. 243, §§ 7, 8. 1953, c. 96, § 3. 1955, ¢ 395, 8 7.)
Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-  tence of subsection VII. As the rest of

ment substituted “or” for “of” in line 5 of the section was not changed by the amend-
subsection VII and added the second sen- ment, only subsection VII is set out.

Law of the Road.

Sec. 92. Police and fire department vehicles and ambulances have
right of way.—Police, fire department, traffic emergency repair vehicles and
ambulances, when operated in response to calls, shall have the right of way; and
on the approach of any such vehicle, from any direction, and when such vehicle is
sounding a siren, the driver of every other vehicle shall immediately draw his ve-
hicle as near as practicable to the right-hand curb and parallel thereto and bring
it to a standstill until such public service vehicles have passed. (R. S. c. 19, § 83.
1955, ¢. 21.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- deleted the former second sentence, re-
ment inserted the words “from any direc- quiring a person in control of a street car

tion, and when such vehicle is sounding a to stop the car on the approach of fire
siren,” near the middle of the section, and apparatus.

Sec. 97. Certain vehicles not to be operated on roads and bridges
without special permit.

The provisions of this section shall apply to holders of transit registration cer-
tificates but shall not be limited thereto. (R. S. c. 19, § 87. 1945, ¢. 74. 1955, c. 200,
§ 12.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- Section 13 of the amendatory act provides
ment added the above paragraph at the that it shall become effective for the year
end of this section. As the original para- 1956.
graph was not changed, it is not set out.

Sec. 98. Permits for moving heavy objects over ways and bridges;
jurisdiction; permits limited.

The commission also may grant permits, covering stated periods of time not
exceeding one year and upon proper application in writing, te move under its
own power pneumatic tired equipment, not exceeding the legal weight limit, over
ways and bridges maintained by the commission. The fee for such permit shall
be based upon a rate of $10 for each 30-day period covered by the permit.

(1955, ¢. 389.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- the rest of the section was not changed,
ment added the above paragraph to follow only the paragraph added by the amend-
immediately after the first paragraph. As ment is set out.

Sec. 110. Officers to weigh vehicles and require removal of excess
weight; risk of loss or damage to goods so removed.—Any police officer
may require the driver of any motor vehicle described in sections 36 and 109 to
stop and submit to a weighing of the same by means of either portable or station-
ary scales. If such scales are not available at the place where such vehicle is
stopped, the police officer may require that such vehicle be driven to the nearest
public scales capable of weighing said vehicle and load if such does not increase
by more than 5 miles the distance which said vehicle may reasonably travel to
reach its destination.

(1955, c. 14.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- reference to § 36. As the second paragraph
ment inserted in the first paragraph the was not changed, it is not set out.

Sec. 111. Weight violations.-—Any person who violates any provision of
section 109 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor on account of each such violation,
and for each violation of which convicted shall be punished by a fine and costs of
court which fine and costs of court shall not be suspended, of
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$20 and costs of court when the gross weight is in excess of the limits pre-
scribed in section 109, provided such excess is intentional and is 1,000 pounds
or over but less than 2,000 pounds, and the above provision as to intent shall
apply only to such excess as is less than 2,000 pounds;
$40 and costs of court when such excess is 2,000 pounds or over but less than
3,000 pounds;
$80 and costs of court when such excess is 3,000 pounds or over but less than
4,000 pounds;
$150 and costs of court when such excess is 4,000 pounds or over but less than
5,000 pounds;
$200 and costs of court when such excess is 5,000 pounds or over but less than
6,000 pounds;
$250 and costs of court when such excess is 6,000 pounds or over but less than
8,000 pounds;
$300 and costs of court when such excess is 8,000 pounds or over but less than
10,000 pounds;

Not less than $350, and costs of court and not more than $500 and costs of court

when such excess is 10,000 pounds or over.

(1955, c. 366.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment inserted in the first subparagraph of
the first paragraph the provisions as to

intent. As the second, third and fourth
paragraphs were not changed, they are
not set out.

Sec. 113. Speed regulations.—

I. Any person driving a vehicle on a way shall drive the same at a careful and
prudent speed not greater than is reasonable and proper, having due regard
to the traffic, surface and width of the highway, and of any other conditions
then existing. No passenger bus having a seating capacity of more than 7 pas-
sengers shall be driven or operated at a rate of speed in excess of 45 miles per
hour, except on a highway posted for a higher rate of speed. No person shall
operate any motor driven cycle at any time mentioned in section 136 at a speed
greater than 35 miles per hour unless such motor driven cycle is equipped with
a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a person or vehicle at a dis-
tance of 300 feet ahead. (1949, c. 38, § 7. 1955, ¢. 96, § 1; ¢. 125)
Effect of amendments. — The first 1955 posted for a higher rate of speed” at the
amendment deleted the words “and no end of the second sentence of subsection I.
person shall drive any vehicle upon a way Both amendments have been given effect

at such a speed as to endanger any person
or property” from the end of the first sen-
tence of subsection I. The second 1955
amendment, which set out subsection 1
without referring to or incorporating the
change made by the first amendment,
added the words ‘“except on a highway

in subsection I as set out above. As sub-
sections II, III and IV were not changed,
they are not set out.

For a new section inserted in this chap-
ter by the first 1955 amendatory act and of
similar import to the provision of this sec-
tion deleted by that act, see § 151-A.

Sec. 113-A. Speed checked by radiomicro waves.—The speed of any
motor vehicle may be checked by the use of radiomicro waves. The results of such
check shall be accepted as prima facie evidence of the speed of such motor vehicle
in any court or legal proceedings where the speed of the motor vehicle is at issue.

No operator of a motor vehicle may be arrested under this section unless signs
have been placed at the State line on the primary highway system and outside
cities and towns having over 3,500 population, on the primary highways to indi-
cate the legal rate of speed of motor vehicles may be measured by radiomicro
waves.

Nothing herein shall affect the powers of cities or towns to adopt and use such
devices to measure speed. (1955, c. 479.)

Sec. 119. Overtaking and passing school buses.—The driver of a vehi-
cle on a way, except the roadway of a dual highway divided by a median strip,
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carrying traffic in the opposite direction, upon meeting or overtaking from either
direction any school bus which has stopped on the way for the purpose of receiv-
ing or discharging any school children shall stop the vehicle before reaching such
school bus and shall not proceed until such school bus resumes motion, or until
signaled by the school bus driver to proceed. Each motor vehicle, carrying the
designation “School Bus,” shall conceal or remove such designation when such
motor vehicle is parked on any way and does not contain any pupils or used for
any purpose other than transportation of pupils. (1949, c. 385. 1951, ¢. 145. 1953,
c. 318. 1955, ¢. 85, § 2.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- ian strip, carrying traffic in the opposite
ment inserted the words “except the road- direction” near the beginning of the sec-
way of a dual highway divided by a med- tion.

Sec. 125-A. Fire departments exempted.—The provisions of sections 123

to 125, inclusive, shall not apply to vehicles operated by organized fire depart-
ments, (1955, c¢. 12.)

Sec. 139-A, Name of owner or lessee displayed.—All truck tractors

shall display on both sides the name of the owner or lessee it letters not less than
214 inches in height. (1955, c. 256.)

Sec. 141. Vekhicles carrying objects extending 5 feet from rear to
be equipped with danger signals; trailers to be securely fastened.—FEvery
vehicle carrying objects which project more than 5 feet from the rear shall, dur-
ing the period of %% hour after sunset to 15 hour before sunrise, carry a red light
at or near the rear end of the objects so projecting, and at all other times such
vehicle shall carry a danger signal at or near the end of the object so projecting.
A trailer having more than 2 wheels shall be connected to the towing vehicle by
at least 1 chain, in addition to the hitch bar, of sufficient strength to hold the trailer
on a hill if the hitch bar becomes disconnected, or shall be provided with some
other adequate holding device. (R. S. ¢. 19, § 113. 1955, c. 83.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- the last sentence and deleted the words
ment substituted the words “A trailer” for “or preceding trailer” following the words
the word “Trailers” at the beginning of “towing vehicle” in the last sentence.

Sec. 141-A. Splash guards.—Every motor truck trailer operated in or
upon any way shall be equipped with suitable guards which will effectively reduce

the spray or splash to the rear of mud, water or slush caused by the rear wheels
thereof. (1955, c. 339.)

Sec. 144, Spot, fog or auxiliary lights.—There shall not be used on or
in connection with any motor vehicle a spotlight, so called, or more than 2 fog
or auxiliary lights, so called, the rays from which shine more than 2 feet above
the road at a distance or 30 feet from the vehicle, except that such spotlight may
be used for the purpose of reading signs, and as an auxiliary light in cases of
necessity when the other lights required by law fail to operate. The fog or auxiliary
light shall emit a white or amber beam of light. This section shall not apply to
ambulances, police and fire department vehicles, vehicles operated by state, city
and town fire inspectors, to motor vehicles operated by chiefs of police and by
chiefs and assistant chiefs of fire departments, vehicles engaged in highway main-
tenance, wreckers and public utility emergency service vehicles. (R. S. c. 19, §
116. 1947, ¢. 320. 1949 ¢. 147. 1955, ¢. 56, § 2.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- chiefs and assistant chiefs of fire depart-
ment inserted the words “to motor ve- ments” in the last sentence.
hicles operated by chiefs of police and by

Sec. 146. Speed of motor vehicles.
Any speed of either commercial or pleasure vehicles in excess of the limits re-
stricted or increased by the state highway commission shall be prima facie evi-
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dence that the speed is not reasonable and proper. (R. S. ¢ 19, § 118

1955, c. 57.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend-
ment added the above paragraph at the
end of this section. As the rest of the sec-
tion was not changed, only the paragraph

Sec. 147. Pedestrians on ways.

Cited in Verreault v. Lewiston, 130 Me.
67, 104 A. (2d) 538,

Enforcement and
Sec. 148. Reckless driving.

The constitutionality of this section is
unquestioned. ‘‘Recklessly,” “in a wanton
manner,” and “reckless driving” are words
sufficiently definite and certain in meaning
and descriptive of the prohibited acts to
form the basis for the establishment of
the offense. State v. Houde, 150 Me. 469,
114 A. (2d) 366.

The core of the offense of “reckless driv-

ENFORCEMENT

C. 22, § 150
. 1951, c. 6.

added by the amendment is set out.
Cited in Verreault v. Lewiston, 150 Me.
67, 104 A, (2d) 538.

General Provisions.

ing a motor vehicle, but in the manner and
circumstances of its operation. State v.
Houde, 150 Me. 469, 114 A. (2d) 366.
Complaint insufficient. — A complaint
charging merely the operation of a motor
vehicle “in a reckless manner” insuffi-
ciently informs the accused of the nature
and cause of the accusation. State v.
Houde, 150 Me. 469, 114 A. (2d) 366.

ing” plainly lies not in the act of operat-

Sec. 150. Operating motor vehicle while under the influence of in-
toxicating liquor or drug.—Whoever shall operate or attempt to operate a mo-
tor vehicle upon any way, or in any other place when intoxicated or at all under
the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, upon conviction, shall be punished
by a fine of not less than $100, nor more than $1,000, or by imprisonment for not
less than 30 days, nor more than 11 months, or by both such fine and imprison-
ment. Any person convicted of a Znd or subsequent offense shall be punished
by imprisonment for not less than 3, nor more than 11 months, and in addition
thereto, the court may impose a fine as above provided. The court may admit evi-
dence of the percentage by weight of alcohol in the defendant’s blood at the time
alleged, as shown by a chemical analysis of his breath. Evidence that there was,
at that time, 7/100%, or less, by weight of alcohol in his blood, 1s prima facie
evidence that the defendant was not under the influence of intoxicating liquor with-
in the meaning of this section. Evidence that there was, at that time, from 7/100%
to 15/100% by weight of alcohol in his blood is relevant evidence but it is not to
be given prima facie effect in indicating whether or not the defendant was under
the influence of Intoxicating liquor within the meaning of this section. Evidence
that there was, at the time, 15/100%, or more, by weight of alcohol in his blood,
is prima facie evidence that the defendant was under the influence of intoxicat-
ing liquor within the meaning of this section. All such tests made to determine the
weight of alcohol in the blood shall be paid for by the county wherein the viola-
tion of the provisions of this section was alleged to have occurred. The failure of
a person accused of this offense to have tests made to determine the weight of
alcohol in his blood shall not be admissihle in evidence against him. Whoever shall
operate or attempt to operate a motor vehicle upon any way, or in any other place
when intoxicated or at all under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, when
such offense is of a high and aggravated nature shall be deemed guilty of a felony
and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100, nor
more than $1,000 or bv imprisonment for not less than 60 days. nor more than 2
years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Any person convicted »f a 2nd or
subsequent offense of the same gravity shall be punished by imprisonment for not
less than 3 months, nor more than 3 years, and in addition the court may impose
a fine as above provided. The license or right to operate motor vehicles of any
person convicted of violating the provisions of this section shall be revoked im-
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mediately by the secretary of state upon receipt of an attested copy of the court
records, without further hearing.

If any person convicted of any violation of the provisions of this section shall
appeal from the judgment and sentence of the trial court, his license and right
to operate a motor vehicle in this state shall be suspended during the time his
appeal is pending in the appellate court, unless the trial court shall otherwise or-
der, or unless the secretary of state, after a hearing, shall restore the license or
permit pending decision on the appeal. The license of any person against whom
probable cause is found and who is held under bail pending the action of the grand
jury for the violation of the foregoing provision shall be suspended until the final
disposition of the charge.

No person whose license or right to operate a motor vehicle has been revoked
upon conviction of violating the provisions of this section shall be licensed again
or permitted to operate a motor vehicle for 2 years, except that, after the expira-
tion of 1 year from the date of such revocation, he may petition the secretary of
state for a license or permit, who, after hearing and after his determination that
public safety will not be endangered by issuing a new license, may issue such li-
cense or permit, with or without conditions thereto attached; upon a 2nd con-
viction of a violation of the provisions of this section, such person shall not be
licensed again or permitted to operate a motor vehicle in this state for 5 years
from the date of revocation, provided, however, that after 3 years from the date
of such last revocation, he may petition the secretary of state for a license or per-
mit and the secretary of state, after like hearing and determination, again may
issue a license or permit to the petitioner, with or without conditions; upon any
subsequent conviction for a similar offense, the license or permit shall terminate
and no subsequent license or permit shall be granted to such person; except that
a person who has had 3 convictions under the provisions of this section may pe-
tition the secretary of state for a special license, who, after being satisfied beyond
a reasonable doubt that the said petitioner has refrained from all use of intoxicat-
ing liquor for a period of 6 years next preceding the day of hearing on the said
petition, may issue a special permit or license conditioned upon continued non-use
of intoxicating liquor; for the purpose of this section, in case a person has been
convicted one or more times prior to the 13th day of July, 1929, of a violation of
the provisions of this section, such previous conviction or convictions shall be con-
strued as 1 conviction.

In allegations charging second or subsequent offenses, the certified copy of the
prior convictions from the office of the secretary of state shall be admitted in evi-
dence as proof of the prior convictions. (R, S. c. 19, § 121. 1947, c. 232. 1949, <.
349, § 26. 1951, c. 93. 1953, cc. 161, 222. 1955, cc. 94, 194, 322.)

I. IN GENERAL. tary of state may not summarily revoke an

Effect of amendments.—The first 1955 operator’s license under this section (not-
amendment repealed the former seventh w1t}15tandmg a jury .Vel‘dICt ‘and sentence)
sentence of the first paragraph, which re- while the case is still _pendlpg before the
lated to the admissibility of blood tests in 1aW court upon exceptions since a person
evidence. The second 1955 amendment 1S not “convicted” within the meaning of

added the last paragraph. And the third the statute until the case has reached such
1955 amendment inserted the third sen- @ stage that no issue of law or fact deter-

inative of guilt remains to be decided

tence of the first paragraph. mina .

Applied in State v. DeBery, 150 Me. 38, State v. DeBery, 150 Me. 28, 103 A. (2d)
103 A. (2d) 526. 523.

Revocation is void where statutory con-
III. PROCEDURE AND PUNISH-  gitions are not met—Where the statutory

MENT. conditions upon which the secretary of
Indictment held sufficient.—See State v. state is authorized to summarily revoke an
Palmer, 150 Me. 448, 114 A, (2d) 243. operator’s license have not occurred, an

License may not be revoked while case attempted revocation is void. State v. De-
is pending before law court.—The secre- Bery, 150 Me. 28, 103 A. (2d) 523.
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Sec. 151. Manslaughter; license to be revoked.

Applied in State v. DeBery, 150 Me. 28,
103 A. (2d) 523.

Sec. 151-A. Driving to endanger.—No person shall drive any vehicle up-
on a way in such a manner as to endanger any person or property. (1955, ¢. 96,

§2)

Sec. 157. Owner and renter of motor vehicles to be jointly and sev-
erally liable for damages.—The owner of a motor vehicle engaged in the busi-
ness of renting motor vehicles, with or without drivers, who rents any such vehi-
cle, with or without a driver, to another, otherwise than as a part of a bona fide
transaction involving the sale of such motor vehicle, permitting the renter to op-
erate the vehicle upon the public ways, shall be jointly and severally liable with
the renter for any damages caused by the negligence of the latter in operating the
vehicle and for any damages caused by the negligence of any person operating
the vehicle by or with the permission of the person so renting the vehicle from
the owner, except that the foregoing provisions shall not confer any right of ac-
tion upon any passenger in any such rented vehicle as against the owner, but noth-
ing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the introduction as a defense
of contributory negligence to the extent to which such defense is allowed in other
cases. (R. S. ¢ 19, § 128, 1955, ¢. 370, § 3.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- tion to owners of vehicles rented with
ment extended the application of this sec-  drivers.

Sec. 158. Owner of rented motor vehicles to keep a record of the
renter.—FEvery person engaged in the business of renting motor vehicles with or
without drivers who shall rent any such vehicle with or without a driver, other-
wise than as a part of a bona fide transaction involving the sale of such motor ve-
hicle, shall maintain a record of the identity of the person to whom the vehicle is
rented, including a record of his license, and the exact time the vehicle is the sub-
ject to such rental or in possession of the person renting and having the use of
the vehicle, and every such record shall be open to inspection by any officer, and
it shall be a misdemeanor for any such owner to fail to make or have in posses-
sion or to refuse an inspection of the record required in this section. If the secre-
tary of state prescribes a form for the keeping of the record provided for in this
section, the owner shall use said form, which shall be carried in the vehicle at all
times during the period of lease or hire as aforesaid and while being used on the
highways in this state. (R. S. c¢. 19, § 129. 1955, c. 370, § 4.)

Effect of amendment.—The 1955 amend- lic record and” before the word “open”
ment extended the application of this sec- in line eight, and added to the last sentence
tion to owners of vehicles rented with the requirement that the form be carried
drivers. It also deleted the words “a pub- in the vehicle.

Sec. 161, Effect of revoking registration, license or right to oper-
ate; number plates not transferable; plates to be properly displayed.

Operating motor vehicle after void re- fendant could not be convicted under this
vocation of license. — Wherce revocation of section of operating a motor vehicle after
defendant’s license by secretary of state his license had been revoked. State v. De-
under § 150 of this chapter was void de- Bery, 150 Me. 28, 103 A. (2d) 523.

Chapter 23.
State Highway Department.

Objective. Rules of Construction.

Sec. 2. Ruies of comstruction.—The rules of construction in section 22
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