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CONSTITUTION 01" MAINE.

CONSTITUTION
OF THl(

STATE OF MAINE
FORMl(D IN
CONVl(NTION AT PORTLAND, OCTOBER 29, AND ADOPTED DY THl( Pl(OPLE IN
TOWN MEl(TINGS,
DECEMBER 6, A. D. 1819, AND OF THE I:!<."'IlEPENDENCE OF THl( UNITED STATES
THE FORTY-FOURTH,
TOGETHER WITH THE
XXI AMENDMENTS SUBSEQUENTLY MADE THERETO, ARRANGED AS
AMENDED, IN PURSUANCE OF A LEGISLATIVE RESOLVI': OF FEBRUARY 24,
1875, BY THE CHmF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREMl( JUDICIAL COURT, THE
HONORABLE JOHN ApPLETON, WHOSE DRAFT AND ARRANGEMENT WAS,
llY A RESOLVE OF FEllRUARY 23, 1876, ApPROVED llY THE LEGISLATURE,
AND ORDERED TO DE ENROLLED ON PARCHMENT AND TO' llE Dl(POSITED IN
THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY of STATE.
PREAMBLE.
WE, the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquility, Objects of
government.
provide for our mutual defence, promote our common welfare, and secure
to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of liberty, aclcnowledging with
grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in
affording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring
His aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves
into a free and independent State, by the style and title of the STATE OF
MAINE, and do ordain and establish the following Constitution for the
government of the same. .
33 Me. 283; 58 Me. 607, 612.
ARTICLE 1.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.
SECTION 1. All men are born equally free and independent, and have
certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among which are those
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.
2 Me. 275; 6 IvIe. 412; 27 Me. 212; 33 Me.. 283, 558; 58 Me. 594, 598,
613; 59 Me. 318, 545, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 133; 66 Me. 73; 86 Me. 498;
94 Me. IIO; 97 Me. 70; 100 Me. 351; 101 Me. 37; 103 Me. 509; 106 Me.
62; 107 Me. 249; 126 Me. 537; 1.32 Me. 148, 167; 133 Me. 293, 468; 135
Me. 5; 136 Me. 103, 291.

2
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All power is
inherent in the
people.

SEC. 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free governments are
founded in their authority and instituted for their benefit; they have
therefore an unalienable and indefeasible right to institute government,
and to alter, reform, or totally change the same, when their safety and
happiness require it.

Religions

SEC. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God accQrding to the dictates of their own consciences, and no
one shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, liberty or estate
for worshipping God in the manner and season most. agreeable to the
dictates of his own conscience, nor for his religious professions or sentiments, provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others
in their religious worship ;-and all persons demeaning themselves peaceably, as good members of the State, shall be equally under the protection
of the laws, and no subordination nor preference of anyone sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by law, nor shall any
religious test be required as a qualification for any office or trust, under
this State; and all religious societies in this State, whether incorporate or
unincorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their
public teachers and contracting with them for their support and maintenance.
See R S. c. 37, § 185, re normal schools; c. 100, § II3, re atheists as witnesses; 38 Me. 379; *120 Me. 91.

freedom.

-proviso.

-nll sects are

equnl.
-religious tests
nre prohihited.

-right to elect
religious teachers.

Freedom of speech
nnd puhlication.

-libel.

-trutb mny be

given in evidence.

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on any subj ect, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty; no
laws shall be passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the press;
and in prosecutions for any publication respecting the official conduct of
men in public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candidates
for the suffrages of the people, or where the matter published is proper
for public information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence, and
in all indictments for libels, the Jury, after having received the direction
of the Court, shall have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law
and the fact.
53 Me. 342; 62 Me. 5IO; 89 Me. 293; *120 ll-Ie. 92.

Unreasonable
searches.

SEC. 5. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and
possessions from all unreasonable searches and seizures; and no warrant
to search any place, or seize any person or thing, shall issue without a
special designation of the place to be searched, and the person or. thing
to be seized, nor without probable cause-supported by oath or affirmation.
13 Mass. 286; 33 Me. 564; 34 Me. 126, 2IO; 42 Me. 299; 47 Me. 388; 62
Me. 421; 70 Me. 466; 72 Me. 435; 78 Me. 488; 79 Me. I03; 86 Me. 146; 90
Me. 451; 94 Me. 132; 96 Me. 124; 97 Me. 276; IOO Me. 447; I03 Me. 467;
I04 Me. 56; II3 Me. 14; ~'II9 Me. 261; 121 Me. 519; 124 Me. 35, 326.

Rights of persons
accused.

SEC. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shali have a right to
be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his election;
II Me. 2IO; 47 Me. 426; 58 Me. 572; I02 Me. 3IO.
To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and have a copy
thereof;
See R. S. c. 135, § 12, re copy of indictment; 58 Me. 580; 59 Me. 140;
99 Me. 329; III 1'Ie. 457; II5 Me. 251; *II6 Me. 421; II7 Me. 364; *II8
Me. 203, 303; *II9 Me. 538; 122 Me. 22; 123 Me. 312; 124 Me. 178; 125 Me.
319; 129 Me. 28; 131 Me. 79; 132 Me. 134; 134 Me. 448; 135 Me. 423.
To be confronted by the witnesses against him;
69 Me. 401, 403; 127 Me. 236.
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To have a compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor;
39 Me. 54.
To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in trials by
martial law or impeachment, by a jury of the vicinity. He shall not be
compelled to furnish or give evidence against himself, nor be deprived of
his life, liberty, property or privileges, but by judgment of his peers, or
by the law of the land.
See R. S. c. 135, § 9, re speedy trial; I Me. 230; !I Me. 2IO; 37 Me. 156,
165; 39 Me. 258; 47 Me. 432; 55 Me. 200; 58 Me. 573, 594, 598; 59 Me. 3 18,
549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 138, 509-12; 62 Me. 37; 65 Me. 121, 242; 66 Me. 73;
70.Me. 157; 71 Me. 241; 76 Me. 326; 77 Me. 215; 78 Me. 492; 80 Me. 60;
86 Me. 50l; 90 Me. I05; 96 Me. 565; 131 Me. 260; 132 Me. 291; 133 Me.
276; 136 Me. I03, 291; 137 Me. 137.
SF.c. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in
cases of impeachment, or in such cases of offences as are usually cognizable by a justice of the peace, or in cases arising in the army or navy, or
in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
The Legislature shall provide by law a suitable and impartial mode of
selecting juries and their usual number and unanimity, in indictments
and convictions, shall be held indispensable.

No person to
answer to n cnpitnl
or infamous crime
but on indictment.
~ceptions.

-juries.

See c. I03, re selection and senrice of jurors; lIO U. S. 567; 4 Me. 439;
60 Me. 508, 509; 67 Me. 336; 84 Me. 28, 272; I09 Me. 158; *II7 Me. 337;
*121 Me. 96; 123 Me. 413; 133 Me. 276.
SEC. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put in jeopardy
of life or limb.

Nor be put in
jeopardy twice.

37 Me. 165; 59 Me. 141 ; 70 Me. 457; I04 Me. 281; 122 Me. 46; 136 Me.
127, 165·
SEC. 9. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed; all penalties and punishments shall be proportioned to the offence·; excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor unusual punishments
inflicted.

gang-uinary laws
probibited.

39 lvIe. 258; 93 Me. 420; 94 Me. 132.
SF.C. IO. No person before conviction shall be bailable for any of the
crimes, which now are, or have been denominated capital offences since
the adoption of the Constitution, where the proof is evident or the presumption great, whatever the punishment of the crimes may be. And the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in ca~es of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.
See R. S. c. II3; c. 135, § 8; 66 Me. 74.
SEC. II. The Legislature shall pass ·no bill of attainder, ex post facto
law, nor law impairing the obligation of contracts, and no attainder shall
work corruption of blood nor forfeiture of estate.
U. S. Const. Art. I, sec. IO, par. I; 2 Me. 275; 5 Me. 66; 6 Me. II2, 355;
7 Me. 474; !I :Me. I09, !I8, 284; 14 :Me. 344; IS Me. T35; 18 :Me. I09; 21
Me. 53; 23 lIle. 360; 24 Me. 520; 27 Me. 212; 42 Me. 429; 45 Me. 507; 47
Me. 91; 48 Me. 34; 49 Me. 507; 50 Me. !I4; 51 Me. 480; 57 Me. 394; 63
Me~ 269, 285, 333; 65 Me. 129; 71 Me. 383; 74 Me. 139; 80 Me. 469, 561;
!I8 Me. 371; 121 Me. 426; 129 Me. 3!I; 133 Me. 91.

Bnilnule

offences.

(Amendment 1I.)

-habeas corpus.

Bills of attainder,
etc.

SEC. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in levying ,var Treason.
against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. NO-testimony of
person shall be convict.ed of treason unless on the testimony of two wit- two witnesses.
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court.
See R. S. c. 130, § I, re punishment.
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Suspension of
taws.

SEC. 13. The laws shall not be suspended but by the Legislature or its
authority.

Corporal punisluneut
nnder military
luw.

SEC. 14. No person shall be subj ect to corporal punishment under
military law, except such as are employed in the army or navy, or in the
militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.

Ili~ht

of petition.

SEC. 15. The people have a right at all times in an orderly and peaceable manner to assemble to consult upon the common good, to give instructions to their representatives, and to request, of either department
of the government by petition or remonstrance, redress of their wrongs
and grievances.
See R S. c. 9, § II, re petitions for l~gislation.

To keep und
lJeur arms.

SEC. 16. Every citizen has a right to keep and bear arms for the
common defence; and this right shall never be questioned.

Standing nrmies
sllllll not be kept.

SEC. 17. No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace without
the consent of the Legislature, and the military shall, in all cases, and at
all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power.

No soldier to be
quartered on
citizens in time
of pence.

SEC. 18. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house
without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor in time of war, but
in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Iligh t of redress
for injuries.

SEC. 19. Every person, for an injury done him in his person, reputation, property or immunities, shall have remedy by due course of law;
and right and justice shall be administered freely and without sale, completely and without denial, promptly and without delay.

68 Me. 236; 74 Me. 27; 76 Me. 41; 90 Me. I05; I03 Me. 223; IIO Me.
384; 121 Me. 426.
TrIal by jury.

SEC. 20. In all civil suits, and in all controversies concerning property,
the parties shall have a right to a trial by jury, except in cases where it
has heretofore been othenvise practiced; the party claiming the right may·
be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his election.
See R S. c. 94, § 14, re trial without j pry by agreement; 3 Me. 97; 25
Me. 488; 35 Me. 255; 37 Me. 156, 165; 39 Me. 413; 55 Me. 193, 361; 60 Me.
43; 62 Me. 37; 65 Me. 133; 80 Me. 60; 86 Me. 58; 96 Me. 247; 98 Me. 566;
I06 Me. 430.

l!rivute property.
when to be taken.

Taxes.

SEC. 21. Private property shall not be taken for public uses without
just compensation; nor unless the public exigencies require it.
7 Me. 273; 8 Me. 365; IO Me. 447; 12 Me. 222; 16 Me. 9; 18 Me. I09;
31 Me. 172; 34 Me. 247; 43 Me. 356, 359; 47 Me. 206; 55 Me. 191; 58 Me.
590, 593, 598, 616; 59 Me. 318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122, 132, 134, 138,·295-6;
70 Me. 524; 86 Me. 498; 93 Me. 129; 95 Me. 575; 96 Me. 242, 246; 97 Me.
219; IOO Me. 360; I02 Me. 340; I03 Me. 509; I04 Me. 360; I05 Me. 413,
571; I06 Me. 363; 108 Me. 227; I II Me. 490; II2 Me. 318; II3 Me. 123;
114 Me. 150; 122 Me. 22; 126 Me. 121; 132 Me. 148.
SEC. 22. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of the
people or_ of their representatives in the Legislature.
57 1k 394; 84 Me. 215·

Titles of nobility
proWbited.
-tennre of offices.

SEC. 23. No title of nobility or hereditary distinction, privilege, honor
or emolument, shall ever be granted or confirmed, nor shall any office be
created, the appointment to which shall be for a longer time than during
good behavior.

Other rights not
impaired.

SEC. 24. The enumeration of certain rights sha\l not impair nor deny
others retained by the people.
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ARTICLE II.
Er.ECToRS.
SEC. I. Every male citizen of thl; United States of the age of twentyone years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship,
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this State for
the term of three months next preceding any election, shan be an elector
for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the town or plantation
where his residence is so established; and the elections shan be by· written
ballot. But persons in the military, naval or marine service of the United
States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained such
established residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack, or
military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall the residence of a
student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the right of suffrage
in the town or plantation where such seminary is established. No person,
however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by reason of his
absence from the State in the military service of the United States, or
of this State.

Qualifiea tions of
electors.
(Amendments
xxL"C, xliv,

~,

lvii, b:i.)

-wri tten ballot.
-soldiers or
seumen in IT.
service.

s.

-stndents at
colleges nnd
ncndemies.

See c. 6, § 2; c. 8, §§ 82-86 re soldiers may vote; c. 8, §§ 15-22 re manner
of voting; 7 Me. 492, 497; 44 Me. 507; 54 Me. 602, 605; 68 Me. 592, 593; 76
Me. 165.
SEC. 2. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or breach of
the peace, be privileged from arrest on the days of election, during their
attendance at, going to, and returning therefrom.
8 Me. 187.

Electors exemut
from nrrest on
election dnys.

SEC. 3. No elector shall be obliged to do duty in the militia on any
day of election, except in time of war or public danger.

Exemption from

milltnry duty.

Time of state
SEC. 4. The election of Governor, Senators, and Representatives shall election.
be on the second Monday of September allll1lally forever. But citizens
of the State absent therefrom in the military Service of the United States (Amendments ~.
or of this State, and not in the regular army of the United States, being =Ili.l
nllowed
otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote on Tuesday 11ext -soldiers
to vote tor
after the first Monday of November, in the year of our Lord Olle tho!t- gOl"ernor, &e.
sand eight /utJIdred and ·si.t·ty-foHr, for governor and senators, and their
votes shall be coftnted and allowed in the same manner, and with the same
effect, as if given Oll the secolld l.{onday of September in that year. And
they shall be allowed to vote for governor, senators and representatives
on the second Monday of September annually thereafter forever, in the
manner herein provided. On the day of election a poll shall be opened -polls, wbere
at every place without this State where a regiment, battalion, battery, opened.
company, or detachment of not less than twenty soldiers from the State
of Maine, may be found or stationed, and every citizen of said State of
the age of twenty-one years, in such military service, shall be entitled to
vote as aforesaid; and he shall be considered as voting in the city, town,
plantation and county in this State where he resided when he entered the
service. The vote shall be taken by regiments when it can conveniently -,"ote. bow token.
be done; when not so convenient, any detachment or part of a regiment,
not less than twenty in number, and any battery or part thereof number- -wbo shall act
ing twenty or more, shall be entitled to vote wherever they may be. The nB supervisors.
three ranking officers of such regiment,battalion, battery, company, or
part of either, as the case may be, acting as such on the day of election,
shall be supervisors of elections. If no officer, then three non-commissioned officers according to their seniority shall be such supervisors. If
any officer or non-commissioned officer shall neglect or refuse to act, the
next in rank shall take his place. In case there are no officers or noncommissioned officers present, or if they or either of them refuse to act,
the electors present, not less than hventy, may choose, by written ballot
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enough of their own number, not exceeding three, to fill the vacancies,
and the perso~s so chosen shall be supervisors of elections. All supervisors shall be first sworn to support the constitution of the United States
and of this State, and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties of
supervisors of elections. Each is authorized to administer the necessary
oath to the others; and certificates thereof shall be annexed to the lists
of votes by them to be made and returned into the office of the secretary
of State of this State as hereinafter provided. The polls shaH be opened
and closed at such hours as the supervisors, or a maj ority of them, shall
direct; P"ovided, however, that due notice and sufficient time shalI be
given for all voters in the regiment, battalion, battery, detachment, company, or part of either, as the case may be, to vote. Regimental and field
officers shall be entitled to vote with their respective commands. When
not in actual command, such officers, and also all general and staff officers,
and alI surgeons, assistant surgeons, and chaplains, shall be entitled to
vote at any place where polls are opened. The supervisors of elections
shall prepare a ballot box or other suitable receptacle for the ballots.
Upon one side of every ballot shall be printed or written the name of
the county, and also of the city, town or plantation of this State, in
which is the residence of the person proposing to vote. Upon the other
side shall be the name or names of the persons to be voted for, and the
office or offices which he or they are intended to fill. And before receiving any vote, the supervisors, or a majority of them, must be satisfied of
the age and citizenship of the person claiming to vote, and that he has in
fact a residence in the county, city, town or plantation which is printed
or written on the vote offered by him. If his right to vote is challenged,
they may require him to make true answers, upon oath, to all interrogatories touching his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall
hear any other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his
right. They shall keep correct poH-lists of the names of all persons
aHowed to vote, and of their respective places of residence in this State,
and also the number of the regiment and company or battery to which
they belong; which lists shall be certified by them, or by a maj ority of
tl1em, to be correct, and tl1at such residence is in accordance with the
indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote. They shaH check
the name of every person before he is allowed to vote, and the check
mark shall be plainly made against his. name on the poll-lists. They shall
sort, count and publicly declare the votes at the head of their respective
commands on the day of election, unless prevented by the public enemy,
and in that case as soon thereafter as may be; and on the same day of
said declaration they shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the
number of votes for each person against his name, and the office which he
was intended to fill, and shall sign and seal up such list and cause the
same, togetl1er with the poll-lists aforesaid, to be delivered into the office
of the secretary of State aforesaid, on or befm'e the first day of December,
in the year one thousalld eight hundred and sixty-fonr, and on or before
the fifteenth day of November annually thereafter forever. The legislature of this State may pass any law additional to the foregoing provisions,
if any shaH, in practice, be found necessary in order more fully to carry
into effect the purpose thereof.
ARTICLE III.
D1STRIDUTlON OF POWERS.

Po"ers distributed.

SEC. 1. The powers of this government shall be divided into three
distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive and Judicial.
3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140

;

62 Me. 597; 70 Me. 60 9; 105 Me. 91; 109 Me. 391.
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SEC. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these departments,
shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the others,
except in the cases herein expressly directed or permitted ..

To be kept
separate.

3 Me. 372, 484; 7 Me. 14; 32 Me. 525; 64 Me. 195; 70 Me. 609, 6lO; 86
Me. 530; 95 Me. 573; 99 Me. 385; lO5 lvIe. 91; lO7 Me. 249; lO9 Me. 384;
II4 Me. 443; 123 Me. 359; 133 Me. 141; 135 Me. 57.
ARTICLE IV.-PART FIRST.
LEGISLATIVE POWER-HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

SEC. I. The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches,
a House of Representatives, and a Senate, each to have a negative on the
other, and both to be styled the Legislature of :Maine and the style of
their acts and la'Ws, shall be, "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Represelltatives in Legislature Assembled."
lO5 Me. 91; III Me. 447; 121 Me. 438, 443.

Legislative
department.
(Amendment
=I.)

SEC. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred and Number of
representatives.
fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, for one year
from the day next preceding the anll1tal meeting of the Legislature. The ~~n~":its lv,
Legislature, which shall first be cOJlvened wIder this Constitution, shall,
on 01' before the fifteenth day of Attgust, in the year of our Lord, one
thol/sand eight hundred dnd twenty-one, and the Legislatlt1'e, within every
subseq1lent period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the number of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive of
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of representatives shall, at the several periods of making such enumeration, be
fixed and apportioned among the several counties as near as may be,
according to the number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative
increase of population. The nmnber of represeHfat-ives shall, on said first
apportionment, be not less than one hmldred nor more than one lmndred
and fift~:.
3 1Ie. 477; 33 Me. 587.
SEC. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants may elect one
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and fifty
mav elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and fifty
rna;. elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundred may elect
four; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town having
twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each town having
twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but no town
shall ever be entitled. to more than seven representatives; and towns and
plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabitants, shall
be classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts containing that number, and so as not to divide towns; and each such district may elect one
representative; and, 'When on this apportionment tlle Humber of representathles shall be t'Wo hundred, a different app01·tionment shall take place·
upon the above principle; and, in case the fifteen hundred shall be too
large or too small to apportion all the representatives to any county, it
shall be so increased or diminished as to give the number of representatives according to the above rule and proportion; and whenever any town
or towns, plantation or plantations not entitled to elect a representative
shall determine against a classification with any other town or plantation, the Legislature may, at each apportionment of representatives, on
the application of such town or plantation, authorize it to elect a representative for such portion of time and such periods, as shall be equal to
its portion of representation; and the right of representation, so established, shall not be altered until the next general apportionment.
6 Me. 486; 126 Me. 149.

A.pportionment
among towns.

(Amendment
=i.:s:.)
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Qnalificatlons at
representntlve.

SEC. 4. N a person shall be a member of the House of Representatives,
unless he shall, at the commencement of the period for which he is
elected, have been five years a citizen of the United States, have arrived
at the age of twenty-one years, have been a resident of this State one
year, or from the adoptioH of this constitution; and for the three months
next preceding the time of his election shall have been, and, during the
period for which he is elected, shall continue to be a resident in the
town or district which he represents.

Meetings tor choice
of representatives.

SEC. 5. The meetings within this State for the choice of representatives shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the several
towns seven days at least before the election, and the selectmen thereof
shall preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all the
qualified electors present, sort, count and declare them in open town meeting, a~d in the presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the
persons voted for, with the number of votes for each person against his
name, shall make a fair record thereof in. the presence of the selectmen
and.in open town meeting. And the towns and plantations organized by
law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at
the same time in the respective towns and plantations; and the town and
plantation meetings in such towns and plantations shall be notified, held
and regulated, the votes received, sorted, cou~ted and declared in the
same manner. And the assessors and clerks of plantations shall have all
the powers, and be subject to all the duties, which selectmen and town
clerks have, and are subject to by this Constitution. And fair copies of
the lists of votes shall be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of
towns, and the assessors of plantations, and sealed up in open town and
plantation meetings; and the town and plantation clerks respectively shall
cause the same to be delivered into the secretary's office thirty days at
least before the first Wednesday of January anllually. And the governor
and council shall examine the returned copies of such lists, and also all
lists of votes of citizens in the military service, returned to the secretary's
office,. as provided in article second, section four, of this constitution;
and twenty days before the said first Wednesday of January, anHually,
shall issue a summons to such persons as shall appear ·to be elected by a
plurality of all the votes returned, to attend and take their seats. But all
such lists shall be laid before the house of representatives on the first
Wednesday of January annually, and they shall finally determine who
are elected. The electors resident in any city may, at any meeting duly
notified for the choice of representatives, vote for such representatives
in their respective ward meetings, and the wardens in said wards shall
preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all qualified
eJectors present, sort, count and declare them in open ward meetings, and
in the presence of the ward clerk, who shall form a list of the persons
voted for, with the number of votes for each person against his name,
shall make a fair record thereof in the presence of the warden, and in
open ward meetings; .and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the
warden and ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting, and delivered to
the city clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of the polls. And
the electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly notified and
holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they have been
required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for such officers in their
respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had by the warden
and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for representatives.
And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within twenty-four
hours after the close of the polls in such meetings, and in the presence of
the city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies from the lists
of votes given in the several wards, of which the city clerk shall make a

It

(A mendments i.
vii. x, xxiii.
,,1.11.)

-tl1eeUUg'B of
clUSBed towns.

"':UsLB or votes
sllnll he exnmined
by governor and
COllncil.

-goveruor nnd
conDcil BlmU
Sl1nllnOD persons
who nppenr to

be elected.
-lists shull be
Inid before the
honse of
representntives.

-mnnner of electing
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nml other civil
omcers in cities.
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record, and return thereof shall be made into the Secretary of State's
office in the same manner as selectmen of towns are required to do.
7 Me. 497; 25 Me. 567; 64 Me. 589, 592; 70 Me. 561, 563, 564,.565, 567,
568, 583, 585, 587, 594, 609, 610; 131 Me. 503.
SEC. 6. Whenever the seat of a member shall be vacated by death,
resignation, or othenvise, the vacancy may be filled by a new election.

Vncnncies.

35 Me. 563; 70 Me. 597.
SEC. 7. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker, clerk
and other officers.
70 Me. 588, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 610.

House to cltoose
its own officers.

SEC. 8. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of
impeachment.

Power of
impeachment.

ARTICLE IV.-PART SECOND.
SENATE.
SEC. I. The Senate shall consist bf not less than twenty, nor more than ~~r;:~o'is °lxed.
thirty-one members, elected at the same time, and for the same term, as
the representatives, by the qualified electors of the districts into which (Amendment 1111.)
the State shall from time to time be divided.
7 Me.

489.

SEC. 2. The Legislature, which shall be first convened wider this Constitlttioll, shall, all or before the fifteenth day of A1tgltSt in the 3'ear of ollr
Lord, one tholtsalld eight hltlldred and twenty-one, and the Legislatltre at
every sllbseqltent period of ten years, cause the State to be divided into
districts for the choice of senators. The districts shall conform, as near
as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned according to the number
of inhabitants. The number of senators shall not exceed twenty at the
first apportionment, and shall at each apportionment be ill creased, until
they shall amount to thirty-one, according to the increase 111 the H oltse of
Represelltatives.

Stute to be
districted once
in ten yenrs.
(Amendment !ill.)
-districts,
how formed.

18 Me. 458.

sh;I~C, b!' n!;~e:e~!~:s a~vlth;::::ed~ta!:dfO~eth~ot:lsec~~~i::d, s:::~~~~ ~fl~~~~n!:~f f~~nlltOl's.
counted, declared and recorded in the same manner as those for representatives. And fair copies of the list of votes shall be attested by the
selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors and clerks of plantations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and the
town and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into the secretary's office thirty days at least before the first Wednesday of January. All other qualified electors, living in places unincorporated, who shall be assessed to the support of the government by the
assessors of an adj acent town, shall have the privilege of voting for
senators, representatives and governor in such town; and shall be notified
by the selectmen thereof for that purpose accordingly.

(Amendment

x.)

----<!lectorB in
nnincorparn ted
plnces.

25 Me. 568; 64 Me. 592, 595, 598.
SEC. 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may be, examine Exnminntion of
returns.
the returned copies of such lists, and also the lists of votes of citizens in
the military service, returned into the secretary's office, and twenty days ~~~m~ments
before the said first Wednesday of January, issue a summons to such .
persons, as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of the votes for each
district, to attend that day and take their seats.
64 Me. 588; 70 Me. 567-9, 583, 585, 609-10.
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Senate to decide
election of its
members.
(Amendments
xiii, :x:rlii,

=.

Iiii.)

SEC. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first vVednesday of January,
amlUally, determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be senators in each district; and in case the full number of senators to be
elected from each district shall not have been so elected, the members of the house of representatives and such senators, as shall have
been elected, shall, from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on
said lists, equal to twice the number of senators deficient, in every district,
if there be so many voted for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators
required; and in this manlier all vacancies in tlze senate shall be mpplied
as soon as may be, after snch vacancies lzappen.
6 Me. 514; 7 Me. 489; 35 Me. 563; 64 IvIe. 596; 70 Me. 589.

QunlifieD. tions of
senators.

SEC. 6. The senators shall be twenty-five years of age at the commencement of the term, for which they are elected, and in all other
respects their qualifications shall be the same, as those of the representatives.

Senate sball try
impeachments.

SEC. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments,
and when sitting for that purpose shall be on oath or affirmation, and no
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the
members present. Their judgment, however, shall not extend farther
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold or enj oy any
office of honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, whether
convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial,
judgment and punishment according to law.

-limitation of
judgment.

-party is liable
to be tried and
punished In court.
Sennte to choose
its officers.

SEC. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary and other
officers.
70 Me. 588, 593, 596, 597, 609, 610.
ARTICLE IV.-P ART THIRD.
LEGISLATIVE POWER.
132 :Me. 519; 133 Me. 532.

)leeting of
legislature.
(A.mendments
:criii, .D::ti.)

-its powers.

SEC. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first vVednesday of
January, ann'llall'y, and shall have full power to make and establish all
reasonable laws and regula"tions for the defence and benefit of the people
of this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United
States.
3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 6 Me. 412; 7 Me. 273; 9 Me. 54; II Me. 208; 12
Me. 354; 16 Me. 479; 31 Me. 172, 360; 32 Me. 343, 526; 33 Me. 558, 58 7;
35 :Me. 319; 37 Me. 156; 39 Me. 258; 42 Me. 150, 299, 429; 43 Me. 202;
45 :Me. 507; 49 Me. 346, 507; 55 :Me. 190, 200; 58 Me. 594, 601; 59 Me. 85,
318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122; 68 Me. 582; 74 Me. 137- 140 ; 95 Me. 98, 575;
99 Me. 527; 100 Me. 180; 103 Me. 508; 107 :Me. 260; 109 Me. 175; I I I
Me. 429, 489; 112 Me. 8; 115 Me. 344; 116 Me. 263.

Bills to be signed
by the governor.

-proceedings, in
cnse be disapproves.

SEC. 2. Every bill or resolution having the force of law, to which the
concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on a question of
adjournment, which shall have passed both houses, shall be presented to
the Governor, and if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return
it with his obj ections to the house, in which it shall have originated,
which shall enter the obj'ections at large on its journals, and proceed to
reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house
shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent together with the obj ections, to the
other house, by which it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by twothirds of that house, it shall have the same effect, as if it had been signed
by the Goyernor; but in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall be
taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons, voting for and
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against the bill or resolution, shall be entered on the journals of both
houses respectively. If the bill or resolution shall not be returned by the -bills sholl he
hy him
Governor within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been returned
within five days.
presented to him, it shall have the same force and effect, as if he had
signed it, unless the Legislature, by their adj ournment prevent its return,
in which case it shall have such force and effect, unless returned within
three days after their next meeting.
SEC. 3. Each house shall be the judge of the elections and qualifica- Each house to
judge ot its
tions of its own members, and a majority shall constitute a quorum to elections.
do business; but a smaller number may adj ourn from day to day, and -majorily, a
'may compel the attendance of absent members, in ,such manner, and quorum.
under such penalties as each house shall provide.
35 Me. 563; 70 Me. 563, 5S5, 5SS, 593, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 610; 71
Me. 370; 95 Me. 588.
May punish and
SEC. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish 6I)el
members.
its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of twothirds, expel a member, but not a ,second time for the same cause.
1

keep a
SEC. 5. Each house shall keep a journal, and from time to time pub- Sholl
journal.
lish its proceedings, except such parts as in their judgment may require
se,crecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any -yeas nnd nays.
question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on
the journal.
1880 c. ISS.
SEC. 6. Each house, during its session, may punish by imprisonment May punish for
contempt.
~ny person, not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly behavior, in its
presence, for obstructing any of its proceedings, threatening, assaulting
or abusing any of its members for anything said, done, or doing in either
house; provided, that no imprisonment shall extend beyond the period of -proviso.
the same session.
SEC. 7. The senators and representatives shall receive such compensa- Compen"a tlon ot
members.
tion, as shall be established by law; but no law increasing their compensation shall take effect during the existence of the Legislature which
enacted it. The expenses of the House of Representatives in travelling -trn,\relling
to the Legislature and returning therefrom, once in each session and no expenses.
more, shall be paid by the State out of the public treasury to every member, who shall seasonably attend, in the judgment of the house, and does
not depart therefrom without leave.
69 Me. 596.
SEC. S. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest
their attendance at, going to, and returning from each session
Legislature; and no member shall be liable to answer for anything
in debate in either house, in any court or place elsewhere.

except ~~~:b~rrSre~[e exempt
during
of the
spoken -freedom of
debate.

16 Me. 132; lIS Me. 346; 124 Me. 391.
SEC. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either house, and Either house mny
origina te hills.
may be altered, amended or rej ected in the other; but all bills for raising -re;enue bills.
a revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate
may propose amendments as in other cases, provided, that they shall not, -provi.so.
under color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which does not
relate to raising a revenue.
133 Me. 537.
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~r[>mbers not to be
nppoin ted to
certuin offices.

SEC. IO. No senator or representative shall; during the term for which
he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit under
this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which
increased during such term except such offices as may be filled by elections by the people, provided, that this prohibition shall "not e.'l:tend to the
membet's of the fit'st Legislat1we.
3 Me. 481; 32 Me. 526; 95 Me. 588.

Persous disqunlified
to he members.

SEC. I I. No member of Congress, nor person holding any office under
the United States (post-officers excepted) nor office of profit under this
State, justices of the peace, notaries public, coroners and officers of the
militia excepted, shall have a seat in either house during his being such
member of congress, or his continuing in such office.
95 Me. 585, 586.

Atljouruweuts.

SEC. 12. Neither house shall, during the session, without the consent
of the other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place
than that in which the houses shall be sitting.

Specllli
legisln tiona
(amendment xiv.)
Corporations,
·formed under
genernl In WB.

(amendment xlv.)

Constltutlonlll
conventions.
(Amendment xu.)

Governor.

Election.
(Amendment
xxiii.)

~reetillC'S for choice
of governor.

(Amendments'

x, =iv.)

-votes to be
returned to
secretury of stnte.

-prOVISIOn in

cuse there is no
ehoice.

SEC. 13. The Legislature shall, from time to time, provide, as far as
practicable, by general laws, for all matters usually appertaining to special
or private legislation.
SEC. 14. Corporations shall be formed under general laws, and shall
not be created by special acts of the Legislature, except for municipal
purposes, and in cases where the obj ects of the corporation cannot otherwise be attained; and, however formed, they shall forever be subject to
the general laws of the state.
83 Me. 440; 91 Me. 194; 98 Me. II4; 132 Me. 507; 138 Me. II 7.
SEC. IS. The Legislature shall, by a two-thirds concurrent vote of
both branches, have the power to call constitutional conventions, for the
purpose of amending this constitution.
ARTICLE V.-P ART FmST.
EXECUTIVE POWERS.
SEC. I. The supreme executive power of this State shall be yested in
a Governor.
72 Me. 546, 563; 123 Me. 362.
SEC. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, and
shall hold his office olle year from the first Wednesday of January ill each
3'ear.
70 Me. 591; IIO Me. IOI.
SEC. 3. The meetings for election of governor shall be notified, held,
and regulated, and votes shall be received, sorted, counted, declared and
recorded, in the same man~er as those for senators and representatives.
They shall be sealed and returned into the Secretary's office in the same
manner, and at the same time as those for senators. And the secretary
of state for the time being shall, on the first Vlednesday of January,
then next, lay the lists before the Senate and House of Representatives,
and also the lists of votes of citizens in the military service returned into
the secretary's office, to be by them examined, and, in case of a choice by
a majority of all the votes returned, they shall declare and publish the
same. But if no person shall have a majority of votes, the House of
Representatives shall, by ballot, from the persons having the four highest
numbers of yotes on the lists, if so many there be, elect two persons and
make return of their names to the Senate, of whom the Senate shall, by
ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the Governor.
7 Me. 4~9; 70 Me. 598.
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SEC. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his term, be not ~~:;;~~~.tioll
less than thirty years of age; a natural born citizen of the United States,
have been five years, or /-rolil the adoption of this Constitlltion, a resident of the State; and at the time of his election and during the term for
which he is elected, be a resident of said State.

of

SEC. 5. No person holding any office or place under the United States,
this State, or any other power, shall exercise the office of Governor.

Disqualifications.

SEC. 6. The Governor shall at stated times receive for his services a
compensation, which shall not be increased or diminished during his continuance in office.

Compensll tion.

SEC. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the
State and of the militia, except when called into the actual service of the
United States; but he shall not march nor convey any of the citizens out
of the State, without their consent or that of the Legislature, unless it
shall become necessary, in order to march or transport them from one
part of the State to another for the defence thereof.
SEC. 8. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and consent of the
council, appoint all judicial officers, coroners, and notaries public; and he
shall also nominate, and with the advice and consent of the council, appoint all other civil and military officers, whose appointment is not by
this Constitution, or shall not by law be othenvise provided for; and
every such nomination shall be made seven days, at least, prior to such
appointment.

C-omlUunder-in·chh.!l

of the militiu.
-not to mnrch tlJe
mili tin ou t of the
stute.

To nominate
officers.
(.Amendments

Ix. xvi.)

3 2 Me. 526; 72 Me. 547; 109 Me. 39i; II9 Me. 603, 606.

SEC'. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature information of
the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration such
measures, as he may judge expedient.
SEC. IO. He may require information from any military officer or any
officer in the executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties
of their respective offices.
SEC. II. He shall have power, with the advice and consent of the
council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures and penalties, and to
grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, except in cases of impeachment, upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, as
may be deemed proper, subject to such regulations as may be provided by
law, relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And he shall communicate to the Legislature at each session thereof, each case of reprieve,
remission of penalty, commutation or pardon granted, stating the name
of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its
date, the date of the reprieve, remission, commutation or pardon, and
the conditions, if any, upon which the same was granted.
SEC. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.
123 Me. 362.
SEC. 13. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legislature;
and in cases of disagreement between the two houses with respect to the
time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper,
not beyond the day of the next annual meeting; and if, since the . last
adjournment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene shall
have become dangerous from an enemy or contagious sickness, may
direct the session to be held at some other convenient place within the
State.
136 Me. 531; 137 Me. 337.

To give information
aDd recoIllmend
measores.

~Iay require
iutormu Uon or
any officer.

Power to ]JUl"dolJ

nnd remit
pennI ties, &c.
(.Amenamont xv.)

-contlitiollR..

-shaH l'CIHll'l to
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SEC. 14. \¥henever the office of Governor shall become vacant by
death, resignation, removal from office or othenvise, the president of the
Senate shall exercise the office of Governor until another Governor
shall be duly qualified; and in case of the death, resignation, removal
from office or disqualification of the president of the Senate so exercising
the office of Governor, the speaker o'f the House of Representatives shall
exercise the office, until a president of the Senate shall have been chosen;
and when the office of Governor, president of the Senate, and speaker of
the House shall become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the person,
acting as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclamation
convene the Senate, that a president may be chosen to exercise the office
of Governor. And whenever either the president of the Senate or speaker
of the House shall so exercise said office, he shall receive only the compensation of Governor, but his duties as president or speaker shall be
suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacancy until his duties
as Governor shall cease.
6 Me. 506; 7 Me. 489; 70 Me. 593.
ARTICLE V.-PART SECOND.
CoUNCrr..

Council shull
consist of seven.

SEC. 1. There shall be a Council, to consist of seven persons, Clllzens
of th~ United States, and residents of this State, to advise the Governor
in the executive part of government, whom the Governor shall have full
power, at his discretion, to assemble; and he with the Councillors, or a
majority of them, may from time to time, hold and keep a council, for
ordering and directing the affairs of State, according to law.
72 Me. 548, 549; 125 Me. 52 9, 533·

Councillors.
how chos~n.

(Amendments
=ill, I.)
-privileged from

arrest.

SEC. 2. The Councillors shall be chosen annually, on the first Wednesday of January, by j oint ballot of the senators and representatives in
convention; and vacancies, which shall afterwards happen, shall be filled
in the same manner; but not more than one Councillor shall be elected
from any district, prescribed for the election of senators; and they shall
be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and representa'
tives.
70 Me. 591.

Journul of their
proceedings.

Persons disquulifled
to be conncillors.

-not to be
appointed to uny
office.

SEC. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council, shall be recorded in a
register, and signed by the members agreeing thereto, which may be
called for by either house of the Legislature; and any Councillor may
enter his dissent to the resolution of the maj ority.
SEC. 4. No member of Congress, or of the Legislature of this State,
nor any person holding any office under the United States, (post-officers
excepted), nor any civil officers under this State (justices of the peace
and notaries public excepted), shall be Councillors. And no Councillor
shall be appointed to any office during the time for which he shall have
been elected.
ARTICLE V.-PART THIRD.
SECRETARY.

Election.
(Amendment
=ill.)

SEC. I. The Secretary of State shall be chosen a1t1l1wlly at the first
session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in convention.
70 Me. 591; IDS Me. ID3·
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SEC. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the office of the Records of stnte..
Secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whose conduct he shaH be -depnties.
accountable.
SEC. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, Senate and House A.ttend the governor
and council.
of Representatives, in person or by his deputies, as they shall respectively
require.
SEC. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records of all the Records of tile
executive and
official acts and proceedings of the Governor and Council, Senate and legislative
departments.
House of Representatives, and, when required, lay the same before either
branch of the Legislature, and perform such other duties as are enjoined
by this Constitution, or shall be required by law.
81 :Me. 546.
ARTICLE V.-P ART

FOURTH.

TREASURER.
See R. S. c. 15, re treasurer of state.
SEC.!. The Treasurer shall be chosen a1!1l1tall:y, at the first session of Election.
the Legislature, by j oint ballot of the senators and representatives in (A.mendments
xxiii. xxvii.)
convention, but shall not be eligible more than five years successively.
70 Me. 590; 137 Me. 350.
SEC. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties of his Bond.
office, give bond to the State, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the
Legislature, for the faithful discharge of his trust.
SEC. 3. The treasurer shall not, during his continuance in office, engage in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, nor as an
agent or factor for any merchant or trader.

Not to engage
in trude.

SEC. 4. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but by warrant
from the Governor and Council, and in consequence of appropriations
made by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at the commencement of the a1lnual session of the Legislature.

Nor drn w moneY

but by warrant.
(Amendment

=iii.)
-account of
receipts and

expenditures to
be published.

ARTICLE VI.
JUDICIAL POWER.
SEC.!. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a Supreme Courts.
Judicial Court, and such other courts as the Legislature shall from time
to time establish.
3 Me. 326; 4 .Me. 140; 86 Me. 530; II4 Me. 443, 446; 123 Me. 366.
SEC. 2. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall, at stated Compensation ot
times receiye a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their ~~~~t':es of S. J.
continuance in office, but they shall receive no other fee or reward.
SEC. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion upon important
questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when required by the Governor, Council, Senate, or House of Representatives.

To give -opinion
when required by
either branch of
government.

58 Me. 572, 573. 574; 70 Me. 583, 608, 6!O, 6u, 612; 72 Me. 544, 560;
81 Me. 602; 85 Me. 545; 95 Me. 565, 572; !O3 Me. 514; II4 Me. 557; !I8
Me. 503; !I9 Me. 603; 123 Me. 573; 124 Me. 453, 501, 512; 125 Me. 529;
126 :Me. 147; 132 Me. 491.
SEC. 4. All judicial officers 1/0W ilL office or who may be hereafter ap- Tenure of judicial
pointed shall, fronz. aJld after the first day of jJtIarch -in the 'j'ear eighteen. offices.
/mlldred and fort3', hold their offices for the term of seven years from (Amendment IiL)
the time of their respective appointments, (unless sooner removed by
impeachment or by address of both branches of the Legislature to the
Executive) and no longer unless re-appointed thereto.
21 Me. 550; 62 Me. 597; 79 Me. 439; !I9 Me. 282, 285.
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pence nnll
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Judges und

registers of
probn te, their
election nDd
tenure of office.
(Amendments

ix, xxiii.)
-vncnncies.

MAIN~.

SEC. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall hold their offices
during seven years, if they so long behave themselves well, at the expiration of which term, they may be re-appointed or others appointed, as
the public interest may require.'
32 Me. 528; 62 Me. 596; 68 Me. 594; 79 Me. 439; II9 Me. 603, 606.
SEC. 6. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall hold no
office under the United States, nor any State, nor any other office under
this State, except that of justice of the peace.
109 Me. 384.
SEC. 7. Judges and registers of probate shall be elected by the people
of their respective counties, by a plurality of the votes given in at the
allllltal election, on the second Monday of September, and shall hold their
offices for four years, commenci,ng on the first day of January next after
their election. Vacancies occurring in said offices by death, resignation
or othenvise, shall be filled by election in manner aforesaid, at the September election next after their occurrence; and in the meantime, the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may fill said
vacancies by appointment, and the persons so appointed shall hold their
offices until the first day of January thereafter.
44 Me. 388; 61 Me. 602; 64 Me. 596; 68 Me. 587; 79 Me. 439; II9 Me.
285; I37 Me. 347.
SEC. 8. Judges of municipal and police courts shall be appointed by
the executive power, in the same manner as other judicial officers, and
shall hold their offices for the term of four years; provided, however,
that the present incumbents shall hold their offices for the term for which
the::,' were elected.
62 Me. 299; 72 Me. 563; 79 Me. 439; II9 Me. 285·

.Tildges of
Illunicipnl oDd
police conrts,
their tenure.

(Amendmenh'
ix. xvL)

ARTICLE VII.
lI"fILITARY.

See R. S.
Officers, how
elected.
(Amendment

xl.)

Mnnner of
conducting elections.
(Amendment xl.)

Mnjor generals nnd
niljutnnt generals.
how elected.

(Amendments ix,
xxiii, xxviii, :xl.)

-stuff officers,
how nppointed.

Orgnniza tion of
the militia.
(Amendment :xl.)

C.

12.

Sl·;C. 1. The captains and subalterns of the militia shall be elected by
the written votes of the members of their respective companies. The
field officers of regiments by the written votes of the captains and subalterns of their respective regiments. The brigadier generals in like
manner, by the field officers of their respective brigades.
25 Me. I57·
SEC. 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner of notifying
the electors, conducting the elections, and making returns to the Governor of the officers elected; and, if the electors shall neglect or refuse
to make such elections, after being duly notified according to law, the
Governor shall appoint suitable persons to fill such offices.
SEC. 3. . The major generals shall be elected by the ·Senate and House
of Representatives, each having a negative on the other. The adjutant
general and quartermaster general shall be chosen allllltally by joint ballot
of the sellators alld representatives in convention. But the adjutant
general shall perform the duties of quartermaster general, until otherwise
directed by law. The maj or generals and brigadier generals, and the
commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by
.the Governor.
44 Me. 388; 70 Me. 591.
SEC. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, regiments,
battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now in force, shall remain
so organized, until the same shall be altered by the Legislature.
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SEC. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shakers, justices
of the Supreme Judicial Court and ministers of the gospel may be
exempted from military duty, but no other person of the age of eighteen
and under the age of forty-five. years, excepting officers of the militia
who have been honorably discharged, shall be so exempted, unless he
shaH pay an equivalent to be fixed by law.

Persons exempt
from military duty.

(Amendment xl.)

ARTICLE VIII.
LITERATURE.

A general diffusion of the advantages of education being essential to
the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people; to promote this
important object, the Legislature are authorized, and it shaH be their duty
to require, the several towns to make suitable provision, at their own
expense, for the support and maintenance of public schools; and it shall
further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow, from time to time,
as the circumstances of the people may authorize, all academies, colleges
and seminaries of learning within the State; provided, that no donation,
grant or endowment shaH at any time be made by the Legislature to any
literary institution now established, or which may hereafter be established, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the Legislature of
the State shall have the right to grant any further powers to alter, limit
or restrain any of the powers vested in, any such literary institution, as
shaH be judged necessary to promote the best interests thereof.

Legislnture BhlllL
reqnire towns to
support public
schools.

-shall eudow
colleges antI
ncndewies.
-proviso.

31 Me. 272; 68 Me. 582; 109 Me. 170; 124 Me. 39; 1872 c. 56.
ARTICLE IX..
GENERAL PROVISIONS.
SEC. 1. Every person elected or appointed to either of the places or
offices provided in this Constitution, and every person elected, appointed,
or commissioned to any judicial, executive, military or other office under
this State, shall, before he enter on the discharge of the duties of his
place or office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I
- - - do swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United States,
and of this State, so long as I shall continue a citizen thereof. So help
me God."
"I - - - do swear, that I wiII faithfully discharge, to the best of my
abilities, the duties i~cumbent on me as - - - according to the Constitution and laws of the State. So help me God." Provided, that an
affirmation in the above forms may be substituted, when the person shall
be conscientiously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an oath.
The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Governor and councillors before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the
presence of both houses of the Legislature, and by the senators and representatives before the Governor and Council, and by the residue of said
officers, before such persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature;
and whenever the Governor or any councillor shall not be able to attend
during the session of the Legislature to take and subscribe said oaths or
affirmations, said oaths or affirmations may be taken and subscribed in
the recess of the Legislature before any justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court; provided, that the senators and representatives, first elected under

this Constitution, shall take alld subscribe sllch oaths
fore the president of the convention.

01'

Ontl.s nlld
suhscriptioJls.

-provisu.

Before whom
be tuken.

to

affirmations be-

3 Me. 372; 70 Me. 590, 592, 593; 123 Me. 127.
SEC. 2. No person holding the office of justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court, or of any infer,ior court, attorney general, county attorney, treas-

Olllees ineom(Jutlble
with euch other.
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---election to
congress
. disqualifies.

urer of the State, adjutant general, judge of probate, register of probate,
register of deeds, sheriffs or their deputies, clerks of the judicial courts,
shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person holding either of
the foregoing offices, elected to, and accepting a seat in the Congress of
the United States, shall thereby vacate said office; and no person shall be
capable of holding or exercising at the same time within this State, more
than one of the offices before mentioned.
7 Me. 14; 64 Me. 19S; 68 Me. 594; 71 Me. 209; 95 Me. 575; 105 Me. lO3;
lO9 Me. 384; lIS Me. lO8.

Commissions.

SEC. 3. All commissions shall be in the name of the State, signed by
the Governor, attested by the secretary or his deputy, and have the seal
of the State thereto affi.:x:ed.

Elections on the

SEC. 4. And in case the elections required by this Constitution on the
first Wednesday of January annually, 'by the two houses of the Legislature, shall not be completed on that day, the same may be adjourned
from day to day, until completed, in the following order; the vacancies
in the Senate shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if
there be no choice by the people; and aftenvards the two houses shall
elect the cOllncil.

first

Wednesday of

Jilnuary may be
adjourned from
day to day.
(Amendment
=iii.)

Removlll by
impellchment or
address.

SEC. 5. Every person holding any civil office under this State, may be
removed by impeachment, for misdemeanor in office; and every person
holding any office, may be removed by the Governor, with the advice of
the Council, on the address of both branches of the Legislature. But
before such address shall pass either house, the causes of removal shall
be stated and entered on the journal of the house in which it originated,
and a copy thereof served on the person in office, that he may be admitted to a hearing in his defence.
60 Me. 66, 67; 72 IvIe. 549;

Tenure of office.

III

Me. 428; 1I5 Me. 268; 125 Me. 529.

SEC. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or shall not be otherwise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of the Governor and
Council.
21 IVIe. 555; 72 Me. 549, 563; 125 Me. 529.

Vlllulltion.

SEC. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and estates, a general valuation shall be taken at least once in ten years.
62 Me. 73, 451; 63 Me. 277, 285; 84 Me. 215; 86 "Me. 502.

TDZlltion.
(Amendments
nil. =:I.)

SEC. 8. All taxes upon l'eal and personal estate, assessed by altth06ty
of this State, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the
jllst value thereof.
62 Me. 73, 451; 63 Me. 277, 285; 67 Me. 136; 70 Me. 522, 607; 72 Me.
518, 525; 73 Me. 526; 84 Me. 215; 86 Me. 498, 502; 88 Me. 180; 93 Me.
594; 96 Me. 522; 97 Me. 597; lO2 Me. 528; lO9 Me. 169; 1I8 Me. 503; 120
Me. 15; 121 Me. 321; 122 Me. 22; 123 Me. 121, 573; 125 Me. 140; 133 Me.
4, 525; 134 Me. 28.

Power of tlD:lltion.
(Amendment xvii.)

SherilIs, how
elected: tenure.
(Amendments

!::S:. =viti.)

SEC. 9. The Legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend or sur·
render the power of taxation.
62 Me. 62, 451; 84 Me. 215; 128 Me. I.
SEC. lO. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second Monday of
September, and shall hold their offices for two years from the first day of
January next after their election. Vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of probate.
lO7 Me. 345; 125 Me. 529; 126 Me. 147·
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SEC. II. The attorney general shan be chosen a1l1l1tally by joint ballot
of the senators and representatives in the convention. Vacancy in said
office, occurring when the Legislature is not in session, may be fined by
the appointment of the Governor with the advice and consent of the
Council.
70 Me. 591; *120 Me. 123.
SEC. 12. But citizens of this State, absent therefrom in the military
service of the United States or of this State, and not in the regular army
of the United States, being otherwise qualified electors, shal! be al!owed
to vote for judges and registers of probate, sheriffs, and al! other county
officers all the Tliesda~J' next after the first ]1,1 onday in November, in the
year aile thousand eight llHndred and sixty-four, alld their votes shall be
cOlmted alld allowed ill the same mallner alld with the same effect as if
given on the second Monday of September ill that year. And they shall
be allowed to vote for all such officers on the second Monday in September .allllually thereafter forever. And the votes shaH be given at the same
time and in the same manner, and the names of the several candidates
shaH be printed or written on the same ballots with those for Governor,
senators and representatives, as provided in section four, article second
of this Constitution.

Attorney general.
(Amendments
xvill, :o:Iil.)

ir,

Citizens who may
be Dllowed to vote
for county officers.
(Amendment "'.)

SEC. 13. The Legislature may enact laws excluding from the right of
suffrage, for a term not exceeding ten years, aH persons convicted of ~~~b~s.at
bribery at any election, or of voting at any election, under the influence (Amendment xx.)
of a bribe.
See R S. c. 5, § II2, re penalty.
SEC. 14. The credit of the State shall not be directly or indirectly
loaned in any case. The Legislo,ture shall not create any debt or debts,
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the State, which shall singly or in the
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any
one time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment
shaH not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may· be
deposited with this State by the government of the United States,· or to
any fund which the State shaH hold in trust for any Indian tribe.
53 Me. 58 7; 81 Me. 603; 137 Me. 340.

Credit of state
not to be loaned,
(Amendments vi,
xx:::I:V, xli, :xlii,
::<liB, ::<lv, Iv.)
-state debt
limited.
---e.::s::ceptions.

SEC. IS. The State is authorized to issue bonds payable within twenty- 8tn te to issue
bonds in payment
aile ~J'ears, at a rate of interest not exceedillg six per cellt. a year, payable ot municipal. war
semi-a1l1mally, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely debt.
towards the reimbw'semellt of the e,1:pellditiwes incurred by the cities, (Amendment n.)
towns and Plantations of the State for war pw'poses during the rebellioll,
UPOIl the following basis: Each city, tOWI! and plantation shall receive
from the State one lmlldred dollars for every mall fllrnished for the -basiB of
payment.
military service of the United States wider and after the call of July
second, eighteen hlllldred alld sixty-two, alld accepted by the Um'ted
States towards its quota for the term of three ,}'ears, and in the same
proportion for every man so fumished alld accepted for any shorter
period; alld the same shall be ill full pa'}'lIIellt for allY claim UPOIl the --commission
appointed to
State on account of its war debts by allY such mUllicipality, A commis- determine amount
due cities, towns
sion appointed by the Govemor alld Council shall determine the amOltnt and plantations.
to which each- cit'}" town and plantation is ell titled ; to be de7Joted to sHch
reimbursement, the surplus, if ally, to be appropriated to the soldiers who
enlisted or wel'e drafted alld wellt at allY time during the war, or if deceased, to their legal represelltatives. The isme of bOllds hereby authorized
to
shall 1I0t e,1:ceed in the aggregate three millioll five hwzdred thousand -limited
$3,500,000.
dollars, and this al1lend1llel!t shall not be constmed to permit the credit
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of the State to be directly o'r indirectZ:y loaned in any other case or for
any other purpose.
S3 Me. S87; 60 Me. IS8; 69 Me. S8S; 81 Me. 604Division of towns
into voting
districts.
(Amendments

xII. xlvI.)

SEC. 16. The Legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns
having not less than four thousand inhabitants, or having voters resident
on any island within the limits thereof, into voting districts for the election of representatives to the Legislature, and prescribe the man~er in
which the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the election
declared.
[Section seventeen, as to bond issue for state highways, added by
Amendment XXXV.]

ARTICLE X.
SCHEDULE.
La \VH now In torce
con tiuue until
reueated.
(Section 3,
orh~·ilJul.)

Constitution.
how nmended.
(Amendments x:x1.

:l.""Xiii, xxxII.
xxxvii.)
(S(lctlon 4,
ori!;i"ul.)

SEC. 1. All laws now in force in this State, and not repugnant to this
Constitution, shall remain, and be in force, until altered or repealed by
the Legislahlre, or shall expire by their own limitation.
92 Me. 244.

SEC. 2. The Legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this Constitution; and
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, ill the manlier prescribed by law, at their next annual meetings ill the mOllth of September,
to give in their votes on the question, whether such amendments shaH be
made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on
the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall become a part of
this Constitution.
12S Me. S29.

CUlislitlltiOll to be
IIrrllllJ:ed by cit Ie!
justice of S. ;T. O.
(A menomen t xxl.)
(Section 6.
ori!;illnl.)

-collstitution to
he enrolled nnd
printed witlt lnws.
-supreme law of
the titute.

Sucliutls 1, 2. 5,
of nrt. x. lJot to
lie llrinted.
(Amendment xxt)

(Section 7,
ol'iJ:::hl1lt.)
St.'etion 5 ill
fllll force.

SEC. 3. After the amendmellts proposed herewith shall have been submitted to popular vote, the chief justice of the Supreme htdicial COftrt
shall arrange the Constitution, as amellded, ullder appropriate titles, and
ill p1'Oper articles, parts and sections, omitting all sections, clauses alld
words 1Iot ill force, and making 110 other challges ill the provisions or
laizguage thereof, alld shall submit tile same to the Legislature at its lIext
sessioll. And the draft, and arrangement,. when approved by the Legislature, shall be enrolled on parchment and deposited in the office of the
Secretary of State; and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the
books containing the laws of the State. And the Constitution, with the
amendments made thereto, in accordance with the provisions thereof,
shall be the supreme law of the State.
SEC. 4. Sections one, two and five, of article ten of the existing Con. stitution, shaH hereafter be omitted in any printed copies thereof prefixed
to the laws of the State; but this shall not impair the validity of acts
under those sections; and section five shall remain in full force, as part
of the Constitution, according to the stipulations of said section, with the
same effect as if contained in said printed copies.
[The omitted sections may be found in the text of the Constitution
prefixed to the official pUblication of the laws. passed by the first Legislature of the State, which convened May 31, 1820, pages xxiV-Lxvii, and
pages xxviii-xxxi; also in the text of the Constitution prefixed to the
pUblication of the Laws of Maine, authorized by Resolve of March 8,
1821, Volume 1, pages 41-50.]

B4 Me.
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AMENDMENTS
Non;:

No.

The figures in parentheses indicate the chapter of bound volumes
of resolves where not consonant with the original, due to binding of resolves of more than one Legislature in one volume.

I

Date
Mar.

II

Mar.

III

. Resolve

7, 1834

1834-43

Amends
IV-I-5

30, 1837

1837-74

I-ro

Mar.

14, 1839

I 839-6g

VI-4 -,

IV

Apr.

16, 1841

1841-72

(181)

IV-I-2

V

Mar.

19, 1844

1844-49

(281)

IV-I-5
IV-2-3, 4, 5
IV-3-1
V-I-2, 3
V-2-2
IX-4

VI

July

26, 1847

1847-29

IX-I4

VII

Aug.

2, 1847

1847-45

IV-I-5
Amdmt I

VIII

Aug.

2, 1850

1850-54

(274)

IV-I-5
IV-2-3, 4, 5
IV-3-1
V-I-2, 3
V-2-2
IX-4

IX

Mar.

17, 1855

1855-79

(273)

V-I-8
VI-7, 8
VII-3
IX-la, II

X

Mar.

24, 1864

1864-62

(344)

II-I
II-4
IV-I-5
IV-2-3
IV-2-4
V-I-3
Amdmt I
IX-I2

Xl

Mar.

7, 1868

1868-92

(276)

IX-IS

XII

Mar.

13, 1869

1869-91

IX-I6

XIII

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IV-2-4, 5

XIV

Feb.

24, J875

1875-98

IV-3-J3, J4

XV

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

V-I-II

XVI

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

V-I-8
VI-8
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No.

Amends

Resolve

Date

XVII

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IX-8,9

XVIII

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IX-II

XIX

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IV-3-15

XX

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IX-I3

XXI

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

X-3,4

XXII

Feb.

9, 1877

1877-73

(279)

See Amdmt XXXIV

XXIII

Mar.

4, 1879

1879-52

(151)

II-4
IV-I-5
IV-2-5
IV-3-1
IV-I-2
V-I-I3
V-2-2
V-3-1
V-4-1
V-4-4
VII-3
IX-4
IX-II
V-I-2
VI-7
X-2

XXIV

Jan.

27, 1880

1880-2

(159)

V-I-3

XXV

.Mar.

18, 1880

1880-60

(217)

IV-I-2

XXVI

Feb.

21, 1883

1883-27

(93)

See Amdmt LIV

XXVII

Mar.

10, 1887

1887-80

V-4-1

XXVIII

Mar.

31, ISgI

ISgI-1OO

VII-3

XXIX

Apr.

3, 1891

1891-109

II-I

XXX

Mar.

27, 1897

1897-127 (259)

IV-2-5

XXXI

Mar.

20,

1907- 121

IV-I-I
IV-3-1
IV-3-16 to

1907

,

22

inc.

XXXII

Mar.

28, 1907

1907-238

X-2

LXXIII

Mar.

31, 19II

19II-2IO

Augusta (Article XI)

XXXIV

Mar.

31, 19II

19II-221

Mun. Ind. (XI-22)

XXXV

1,far.

25, 1912

1912-1

IX-I7
IX-I4

XXXVI

Apr.

4, 19 13

19 13-264

IX-8

XXXVII

Apr.

12, 1913

19 13-354

X-2

XXXVIII

Mar.

19, 19 17

1917-30

IX-1O

XXXIX

Apr.

7, 19 17

1917-II6

IV-I-3

XL

Mar.

8, 1919

1919-24

VII-I to 5 inc.
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No.

Date

Resolve

Amends

XLI

Mar.

2S, I9I9

I9I9-IIO

IX-IS
lX-I4

XLII

Apr.

4, I9 I 9

I9I9-I55

IX-I4

XLIII

Apr.

4, I9I9

I9I9-I 6S

IX-I4
IX-I7

XLIV

Mar.

2S, I9I9

I9I9- IOS

II-I

XLV

Nov.

7, I9I9

I9 I 9- I 73

IX-I 9
IX-I4

XLVI

Mar.

S, I9 I 9

I9 I 9-22

IX-I6

XLVII

Apr.

6, I92I

I92I - S7

IV-I-5

XLVIII

Apr.

3, I925

I925-7I

IX-I7

XLIX

Apr.

II, I925

I925-IIS

IX-I7

L

Apr.

IO, I929

I929- I 4 I

V-2-2

LI

Apr.

I3, I929

I929- I 47

IX-I7

LII

Apr.

I3, I929

I929- I 77

IX- I 7

LIII

Apr.

3, I93 I

I93 I - I 33

IV-2-I
IV-2-2
IV-2-5

LIV

Dec.

I6, I933

I933-2 I 9

Repeals Proh.

LV

Dec.

I6, I933

I933-222

IX-I4

LVI

Dec.

I6, I933

I933-223

IX-20

LVII

:Mar.

30, I935

I935-SI

II-I

LVIII

Mar.

30, I935

I935-96

IX-I7

LIX

Apr.

6, I935

I935-IIO

II-5

LX

Apr.

6, I935

I935-I33

IX-2I

LXI

Feb.

25, I937

I937-4

II-I
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AMENDJ\1ENTS
To the Amended Constitlttion of ~Maine, adopted in pursuance of the
second section of the tenth article of the Amended COllstitlltion.

Mm;lclll1l1
imlehteuuesB
limited.
See Art. I,
§§ I, 21.
(See AmendmeDt
x:cctv.)

ARTICLE XXII.
LIMITATION of MUNICIPAl, INDEBTEDNESS.
No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or liability, which singly,
or in the agg"egate with previolls debts or liabilities, shall exceed five per
centwll of the last reglliar valuation of said' city or tOWII; provided, however, that the adoption of this article shall not be cOllstrlled as applying to
allY /lmd received in tnlst by said city or town, nor to any loall for the
pW'pose of "enewing e.1:isting loans or for war, or to temporary loans to
be paid alit of mane), raised by taxation, dllring the year in which they are
made.
[The twenty-second amendment to the (amended) Constitution of
Maine was proposed to the people by a Resolve of the fifty-sixth Legislature passed February 9, 1877, and having been adopted by the people
at the ensuing annual election, September 10, 1877, took efIect as a part
of the Constitution January 2. 1878, according to the provisions of the
Resolve and the proclamation of Governor Connor issued December 20,
1877.]

85 Me. 518; 91 Me. 367; 92 Me. 292; 95 Me. 242; 96 Me. 239, 254; 99 Me.
SIS; lOO Me. 30; lOS Me. 517; IIO Me. 258; 134 Me. 414, 507; 137 Me. 127.
ARTICLE XXIII.
BmNNIAL ELECTIONS AND BmNNIAl, SESSIONS.
nlel1uJui

electloDfJ

sessions.
'115 Me •. 344.

nIHl

-suitable
provisioD to he
made for tenure
ot offices. &c.
(See Art. Iv,
Pnrt 1. § 2;
Pllrt 2, §§ I, 5.)
--elections to be
held ench even
yenr.

-'hlenniul'
sUhstituted for
-nJlDunl' in
twelve places.

Art. v, Purt 1. § 2.
of constitutioD.
tltlleuued.

The governor, senators and representatives in the legislature, shall be
elected biennially, and hold office hvo years from the first Wednesday in
January next succeeding their election; and the legislature, at the first
session next after the adoption of this article, shall make all needful provisions by law concerning the teuure of office of all county officers, and
concerning the annual or biennial reports of the state treasurer and other
state officers and institutions; and shall make all such provisions by law as
may be required in consequence of the change from annual to biennial
elections, and from annual to biennial sessions of the legislature. The first
electioll 1llider this Article shall be in the year one thollSand eight 1l1lndred
alld eighty; alld the first meeting of the legislature Wider this article shall
be all the first TVednesday of ] alll/ary, eighteen 111mdred aHd eightY-aile.
Section four, article hvo; section five, part one, article four; section four,
part two, article four; section one, part three, article four; section thirteen,
part one, article five; section two, part hvo, article five; section one, part
three, article five; section one, part four, article five; section four, part
four, article five; sec;tion three, article seven; section four, article nine, and
section eleven, article nine, are amended, by substituting the word "bienni.al" for the word "annual" wherever it occurs.
Section two, part one, article five, is amended, by striking out all after
the word "office" and substituting therefor the following words: 'for hvo
years from the first Wednesday of January next following the election.'
Section seven, article six, and section hvo, article ten, are hereby amended
by striking out the word "annual" and insert in place thereof the word
'biennial:
[The twenty-third amendment was proposed to the people by a Resolve of the fifty-eighth Legislature passed March 4, 1879, and having
been adopted September 8, was declared to have become a part of the
Constitution by a Resolve of March 18, 1880.]

See Amendment xx..""\:iv; 85 Me. 518; 91 Me. 367; 92 Me. 292; 95 Me.
242; 96 Me. 239, 254; 99 Me. SIS; 100 Me. 30; lOS Me. 517; IIO Me. 258
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ARTICLE XXIV.
ELECTION OF GoVERNOR BY PLURAI,ITY VOTE.

The constitution of this State shall be amended, in the third section of
the first part of article five, by striking out the word "majority," wherever
it occurs therein, and inserting in the place thereof the word 'plurality.'
[The twenty-fourth amendment was proposed to the people by a Resolve of the fifty-ninth Legislature passed January 27, 1880, and having
been adopted September 13, was proclaimed by Governor Davis to be a
part of the Constitution, Nov. 9, 1880.]

Governor to be
elected by
plurality.
(See Art. v,
part 1, § 3.)

ARTICLE XXV.
BIENNL"-L LEGISLATIVE TERMS.

Section two, article four, part first, of the constitution of this state, as
amended under the "resolutions concerning an amendment of the constitu·tion of Maine," approved the fourth day of March, in the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-nine, shall be further amended by striking out the
words "first Wednesday in January next succeeding their election," and
inserting in place thereof the words 'day next preceding the biennial meeting of the legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, if adopted,
shall determine the term of office of senators and representatives to be
elected at the annual meeting in September, in the year eighteen hundred
and eighty, as well as the term of senators and representatives thereafter
to be elected,' so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows:
'SEC. 2. The house of representatives shall consist of one hundred and
fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, and hold their
office two years from the day next preceding the biennial meeting of the
legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, if adopted, shall determine
the term of office of senators and representatives to be elected at the annual
meetillg in September, in the year eighteln hundred and eighty, as well as
the term of senators and representatives thereafter to be elected. The
legislature, which shall first be convend Wider this constitution, shall all or
before the fifteenth day of Angust in the year of ol£r Lord aile thousand
eight hundred and twent~J'-one, alld the legislature, within every subsequent
period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the number of the
inhabitants of the state to be ascertained, exclusive of foreigners not
naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of representatives shall,
at the several periods of making such enumeration, be fixed and apportioned among the several counties, as near as may be, according to the
number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative increase of population.
The 11ltmber of representatives shall, 011 said first apportionment, be lIOt
less t!zan aile 'mildred and not more t!zan one hUlldred and fifty.'

.Amendment to
§ 2. nrt. 4. part 1,
ol nU1endeu
constitution.
(Sce Art. iv,
part It § § 2, 5;
part 2, §§ 1, 5;
port 3, § 1.)

Biellniul

or

terl11H

senators and
represell tn tives.

~

-legislature to
ascertain number
of inhabitants
once every five
or ten yenrs.
-apportionment
of represen tn Uvea.

[The twenty-fifth amendment was proposed to the people by a Resolve
of the fifty-ninth Legislature passed March 18, 1880, and was adopted
September 13, as appears from the transactions of the governor and
council, preserved in the office of the secretary of state, wherein it is
recorded that the report of the committee on elections to that effect was
accepted by the council and approved by the governor, October 20, 1880.
The amendment was never proclaimed by the governor nor declared by
the Legislature, and it is not known that any public evidence of its
adoption is in eXistence.]

ARTICLE XXVI.
PROHIBITION OF THE MANUFACTURE AND S.-\LE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

The manufacture of intoxicating liquors, not including cider, and the
sale and keeping for sale of intoxicating liquors, are and shaH be forever
prohibited. Except, however, that the sale and keeping for sale of such
liquors for medicinal and mechanical purposes and the arts, and the sale
and keeping for sale of cider may be permitted under such regulations as

Munllfnctllre nutl
sale of intoxicating liqUOl's
prohii.Jitell.
-exct!ption.
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-legislature shall
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the Legislature may provide. The Legislature shall enact laws with suitable penalties for the suppression of the manufacture, sale and keeping for
sale of intoxicating liquors, with the exceptions herein specified.
[The twenty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the sixty-first legislature approved February 21, 1883, and having
been adopted September 8, 1884, was proclaimed by Governor Robie to
be a part of the Constitution. December 3, 1884, and tool< effect on the
first Wednesday of January, 1885.]

ARTICLE XXVII.
ELIGIBILITY of THE TREASURER of STATE.
Treasurer not
eligible for more
than aU- yenrs.
(See Art. v,
Part 4, § 1.)

The treasurer shall be chosen biennially, at the first session of the legislature, by joint ballot of the Senators and Representatives in convention,
but shall not be eligible more than six years successively.
[The twenty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a
resolve of the sixty-third legislature, approved March 10, 1887, and
having been adopted September 10, 1888, was proclaimed by Governor
Marble to be a part of the Constitution, December 14, 1888, and took
effect on the first Wednesday of January. 1889.]

ARTICLE XXVIII.
ApPOINTMENT OF i\DJUTANT GENERAL.
Major generals;
how elected.
Adjutant genernl
nnd quartermaster
geaernl appointed
by' governor.
(See Art. vii,
§ 3.)
125 Me. 535.

The maj or generals shall be elected by the senate and house of representatives each having a negative on the other. The adjutant general and
quarter-master general shall be appointed by the governor. But the adjutant general shall perform the duties of quarter-master general until
otherwise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals and
the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their
respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by
the governor.
[The twenty-eighth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the sixty-fourth legislature, approved March 31, 1891, and having been adopted September 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor Burleigh to be a part of the Constitution, December 13, 1892, and took effect
on the first Wednesday of January, 1893.]

ARTICLE XXIX.
EDUCATIONAl, QUAl,IFICATION of VOTERS.
Elector must be
able to rend
constitution in
English and
write his name.
119 Me. 603.
----exceptions.
(See Art. ii, § 1.)

No person shall have the right to vote or be eligible to office under the
constitution of this state, who shall not be able to read the constitution in
the English language and write his name; provided, however, that the
provisions of this amendment shall not apply to any person prevented by a
physical disability from complying with its requisitions, nor to any person
who now has the right to vote, nor to any person who shall be sixty years
of age or upwards at the time this amendment shall take effect.
[The twenty-ninth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the sixty-fourth legislature. approved April' 2, 1891, and having
been adopted September 12, 1892, was proclaimed by Governor Burleigh
to be a part of the Constitution, December 13, 1892, and took effect on
the first Wednesday of January, 1893.]

ARTICLE XXX.
VACANCIES IN THE SENATE.
(See Art. iv,
Part 2, § 5.)

Vacancies in
Senate, how
tilled.

SeCtion five, in article four, part two, in hereby amended by striking out
the words "and in this manner all vacancies in the senate shall be supplied
as soon as may be after such vacancies happen," and substituting therefor
the following:
'But all vacancies in the senate, arising from death, resignation, removal
from the State, or like causes, shall be filled by an immediate election in
the unrepresented district. The governor shall issue his proclamation
therefor and therein :fix the time of such election.'
[The thirtieth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of
the sixty-eighth legislature, approved :March 27, 1897, and having been
adopted September 12, 1898, was proclaimed by Governor Powers to be
a part of the constitution, October 25, 1898, and took effect on the first
Wednesday of January, 1899.]
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ARTICLE XXXI.
THE DIRECT INITIATIVE of LEGISLATION AND OPTIONAL REFERENDUM.

Part first of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely:
By striking out all of section one after the word "Maine" in the third
line thereof, and inserting in lieu thereof the following words, 'but the
people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and to enact or rej ect
the same at the polls independent of the legislature, and also reserve power
at their own option to approve or rej ect at the polls any act, bill, resolve or
resolution passed by the joint action of both branches of the legislature,
and the style of their laws and acts shall be 'Be it enacted by the people of
the state of Maine,' so that said section as amended, shall read as follows,
namely:

.Article iv,
part I, § I,
amended.

'The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches, a house of
representatives and a senate, each to have a negative on the other, and
both to be styled the legislature of Maine, but the people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and to enact or rej ect the same at the polls
independent of the legislature, and also reserve power at their own option
to approve or rej ect at the polls any act, bill, resolve or resolution passed
by the joint action of both branches of the legislature, and the style of
their laws and acts shall be, 'Be' it enacted by the people of the state of
Maine.'
Part third of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely:
the
By inserting in section one, after the words "biennially and" in
second line thereof, the words 'with the exceptions hereinafter stated,' so
that said section shall read as amended:
'The legislature shall convene on the first Wednesday of January, biennially, and, with the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full power to
make and establish all reasonable laws and regulations for the defense and
benefit of the people of this state, not repugnant to this constitution nor to
that of the United States.'

Legislntive
depnrtment.

-style of ncts.

Article iv,
part 3, § I,
amended.

Legislnture to
meet bienninlly.

Part third of article four is further amended by adding to said article
the following sections to be numbered from sixteen to twenty-two inclusive, namely:
SEC. 16. No act or joint resolution of the legislature, except such orders
or resolutions as pertain solely to facilitating the performance of the business of the legislature, of either branch, or of any committee or officer
thereof, or appropriate money therefor or for the payment of salaries fixed
by law, shall take effect until ninety days after the recess of the legislature
passing it, unless in case of emergency, (which with the facts constituting
the emergency shall be expressed in the preamble of the act), the legislature shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house,
otherwise cgrect. An emergency bill shall include only such measures as
are immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health
or safety; and shall not include (I) an infringement of the right of home
rule for municipalities, (2) a franchise or a license to a corporation or an
individual to extend longer than one year, or (3) provision for the sale or
purchase or r~nting for more than five years of real estate.

.Acts become
effective in ninety
days after recess.
111 Me. 448.
'116 Me: 263.
·118 Me. 251.
132 Me. 491,
502, 509.

SEC. 17. Upon written petition of not less than ten thousand electors,
addressed to the governor and filed in the office of the secretary of 'state
within ninety days after the recess of the legislature, requesting that one
or more acts, bills, resolves or resolutions, or part or parts thereof passed
by the legislature, but not then in effect by reason of the provisions of the
preceding section, be referred to the people, such, acts, bills, resolves, or
resolutions or part or parts thereof as are specified in such petition shall

Proceedings for
referendum.
112 Me. 328.
111 Me. 448.
126 Me. 620.
132 Me. 491,
512.

-e:tception.
---emergency
bill defined:
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not take effect until thirty days after the governor shall have announced
by public proclamation that the same have been ratified by a majority of
the electors voting thereon at a general or special election. As soon as it
appears that the effect of any act, bill, resolve, or resolution or part or
parts thereof has been suspended by petition in manner aforesaid, the
governor by public proclamation shall give notice thereof and of the time
when such measure is to be voted on by the people, which shall be at the
next general election not less than sixty days after such proclamation, or
in case of no general election within six months thereafter the governor
may, and if so requested in said written petition therefor, shall order such
measure submitted to the people at a special election not less than four nor
more than six months after his proclamation thereof.
SEC. 18. The electors may propose to the legislature for its consideration any bill, resolve or resolution, including bills to amend or repeal emergency legislation but not an amendment of the state constitution, by written
petition addressed to the legislature or to either branch thereof and filed in
the office of the secretary of state or presented to either branch of the
legislature at least thirty days before the close of its session. Any measure
thus proposed by not less than twelve thousand electors, unless enacted
without change by the legislature at the session at which it is presented,
shaH be submitted to the electors together with any amended form, substitute, or recommendation of the legislature, and in such manner that the
people can choose behveen the competing measures or reject both. When
there are competing bills and neither receives a majority of the votes given
for or against both, the one receiving the most votes shall at the next
general election to be held not less than sixty days after the first vote
thereon be submitted by itself if it receives more than one-third of the
votes given for and against both. If the measure initiated is enacted by
the legislature without change, it shall not go to a referendum vote unless
in pursuance of a demand made in accordance with the preceding section.
The legislature may order a special election on any measure that is subj ect
to ·a vote of the people. The governor may, and if so requested in the
written petitions addressed to the legislature, shaH, by proclamation, order
any measure proposed to the legislature by at least hvelve thousand electors.
as herein provided, and not enacted by the legislature without change, referred to the people at a special election to be held not less than four or
more than six months after such proclamation, othenvise said measure
shaH be voted upon at the next general election held not less than sixty
days after the recess of the legislature, to which such measure was proposed.
SEC. 19. Any measure referred to the people and approved by a majority of the votes given thereon shaH, unless a later date is specified in
said measure, take effect and become a law in thirty days after the governor has made public proclamation of the result of the vote on said measure,
which he shall do within ten days after the vote thereon has been canvassed and determined. The veto power of the governor shaH not extend
to any measure approved by vote of the people, and any measure initiated
by the people and passed by the legislature without change, if vetoed by
the governor and if his veto is sustained by the legislature shaH be referred
to the people to be voted on at the next general election. The legislature
may enact measures expressly conditioned upon the people's ratification by
a referendum vote.
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SEC. 20. As used in either of the three preceding sections the words
'electors' and 'people' mean the electors of the state qualified to vote for
governor; 'recess of the legislature' means the adjournment without day
of a session of the legislature; 'general election' means the November election for choice of presidential electors or the September election for choice
of governor and other state and county officers; 'measure' means an act,
bill, resolve or resolution proposed by the people, or two or more such, or
part or parts of such, as the case may be; 'written petition' means one or
more petitions written or printed, Or partly written and partly printed, with
the original signatures of the petitioners attached, verified as to the authenticity of the signatures by the oath of one of the petitioners certified
thereon, and accompanied by the certificate of the clerk of the city, town
or plantation in which the petitioners reside that their names appear on
the voting list of 4is city, town or plantation as qualified to vote for governor. The petitions shall set forth the full text of the measure requested
or proposed. The full text of a measure submitted to a vote of the people
under the provisions of the co~stitution need not be printed on the official
ballots, but, until othenvise provided by the legislature, the secretary of
state shall prepare tile ballots in such form as. to present the question or
questions concisely and intelligibly.

Meaning of words
"electors, "
"people,"
"recess of
legislnture. u
Hgeneral election, U
"measure" and
"written petition. U
111 Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.

SEC. 2I. The city council of any city may establish the initiative and
referendum for the electors of such city in regard to its municipal affairs,
provided that the ordinance establishing and providing the method of exercising such initiative and referendum shall not take effect until ratified by
vote of a majority of the electors of said city, voting thereon at a municipal
election. Provided, however, .that the legislature may at any time provide
a uniform method for the exercise of the initiative and referendum in
municipal affairs.

City conncil of
any city may
establish initiative
nnd referendum.
111 Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.
135 Me, 459.

SEC. 22. Until the legislature shall enact further regulations not inconsistent with the constitution for applying the people's veto and direct initiative, the election officers and other officials shall be governed by the provisions of this constitution and of the general law, supplemented by such
reasonable action as may be necessary to render the preceding sections self
executing.

Election omcers
and officials, bow
J::overned.
111 Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.

[The thirty-first amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the seventy-third legislature, approved March 20, 1907, and having
been adopted September 14, 1908, was proclaimed by Governor Cobb to
be a part of the constitution October 30. 1908, and took effect on the
first Wednesday of January. 1909.]

ARTICLE XXXII.
ADOPTION OF Ar.IENDlIIENTS

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty-eighth
legislature passed :March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and
adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, is hereby
further amended by striking out the words: "in the manner prescribed by
law, at their next biennial meetings in the month of September," and
inserting in place thereof ilie words: 'to meet in the manner prescribed by
law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the
election of senators and representatives on the second 110nday in September following the passage of said resolve;' so that said section as amended,
shall reag. as follows:
'SEC. 2. The legislature, whellever two-thirds of both hOllses shall deem
it necessarj', may propose amendments to this constitution; alld, when allY
amelldmellts shall be so agreed lIpon, a resolution shall be passed and sent
to the selectmen of the several tOWIIS, and the assessors of the several
plalltations, empowering alld directing them to notify the inhabitants of

A.rticle x.

Q

lImentle!l.

Amendmen ts to
constitution.
See Amendment
xxxvii.
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their respective towns and plantations, to meet in the manner prescribed
by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for
the election of senators aHd representatives, on the second Monday in September following the .passage of said resolve, to give in their votes on the
question, whether such amendments shall be made; and if it shall appear
that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of
sItch amendment, it shall become a part of this constitution.'
[The thirty-second amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the seventy-third legislature, approved March 28, 1907, and having
been adopted September 14. 1908, was proclaimed by Governor Cobb to
be a part of the constitution October 30, 1908, and took effect on the
first Wednesday of January, 1909.J

ARTICLE

XXXIII.

SEAT 01' GoVERNMENT.
Seat of
government.

Augusta IS hereby declared to be the seat of government of this State.
ARTICLE

XXXIV.

LIMITATION OF MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS.
Article =Ii
amended.

Municipal
indebtedne ••
limited.
120 Me. 15.
127 Me. 18.
134 Me. 329.

Article twenty-two of said constitution, limiting municipal indebtedness,
is hereby amended by inserting after the word "town" in the first line
thereof, the following words, 'having less than forty thousand inhabitants,
according to the last census taken by the United States,' and by inserting
after the word "however" in the fourth line, the following words, 'that
cities having a population of forty thousand or more, according to the last
census taken by the United States may create a debt or liability which single
or in the aggregate with previous debt or liability, shall equal seven and
one-half per centum of the last regular valuation of said city, that cities of
forty thousand inhabitants or over, may, by a maj ority vote of their city
government, increase the present rate of five per centum by one-fourth of
one per centum in anyone municipal year until in not less than ten years,
the maximum rate of seven and one-half per cent is reached, that any city
failing to take the increase in anyone municipal year then the increase for
that year is lost and no increase can be made until the next year as provided above, and provided further,' so that said article as amended, shall
read as follows:
'No city or town having less than forty thousand inhabitants, according
to the last census taken by the United States, shall hereafter create any
debt or liability, which single or in the aggregate, with previous debts or
liabilities shall exceed five per centum of the last regular valuation of said
city or town; provided, however, that cities having a population of forty
thousand or more, according to the last censns taken by the United States,
may create a debt or liability which single or in the aggregate, with
previous debts or liabilities, shall eqnal seven and one-half per cent of the
last regular valuation of said city, that cities of forty thousand inhabitants,
or over, may, by a maj ority vote of their city government, increase the
present rate of five per centnm by one-fonrth of one per cent in anyone
municipal year, until, in not less than ten years, the maximum rate of seven
and one-half per cent is reached, that any city failing to take the increase
in anyone municipal year then the increase for that year is lost and no
increase can be made until the next year as provided above, and provided
further, that the adoption of this article shall not be construed as applying
to any fund received in trust by said city or town, nor to any loan for the
purpose of renewing existing loans, or for war or to temporary" loans to
be paid out of the money raised by taxes during the year in which they
were made.'
[The thirty-third and thirty-fourth amendments were proposed to the
people by resolves of the seventy-fifth legislature, approved March 31,
1911, and by a resolve of the seventy-sixth legislature, approved January
23, 1913, were declared to have been adopted September 11, 1911, and by
said declaration became a part of the constitution.]
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ARTICLE XXXV.
BOND ISSUE FOR STATE HIGHWAYS.

Article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by adding the following section:
SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceeding two million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within forty-one
years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per annum,
payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted
solely to the building and maintaining of state highways; provided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of this section
shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two million dollars; the expenditure
of said money to be divided equitably among the several counties of the
state.
Section fourteen of said article is amended by adding after the word
"except," in the fifth line thereof, the follo\ving \vards: 'For the purposes.
of building and maintaining of state highways,' so that said section fourteen, as amended, shall read as follows:

Bonds for state
highwnys
authorized.
(See Amendment
x!iii.)

'SEC. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities; on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment shall not be construed
to refer to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this state by
the government of the United States, or to any fund which the state shall
hold in trust for any Indian tribe.'

Credit of stnte
not to be lonned.

Article b:. § 14.
nmended.

-stnte debt
limited.
(See Amendments
:tivii! nnd :s:lb:.)

[The thirty-fifth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the seventy-fifth legislature, approved March 25 1912. and by a resolve
of the seventy-sixth legislature. approved January 23, 1913. was declared
to have been adopted September 9. 1912. and by said declaration became
a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XXXVI.
CLASSIFICATION of PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAXATION.

Section eight of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by
adding to said section the following words: 'But the legislature shall have
power to levy a tax upon intangible personal property at such rate as it
deems wise and equitable without regard to the rate applied to other classes
of property,' so that said section as amended shall read as follows:

.,uticle b:. § 8
nmended.

'SEC. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority
of this state, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the
just value thereof; but the legislature shall have power to levy a ta.... upon
intangible personal property at such rate as it deems wise and equitable
without regard to the rate applied to oilier classes of property.'

Tax may be levied
on intnngible
property.
'120 Me. 21.
125 Me. 27.
134 Me. 414.
138 Me. 195.

[The thirty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people bya resolve
of the seventy-sixth legislature approved _<\.pril 4. 1913. and by a resolve
of the seventy-seventh legislature approved March 31. 1915 was declared
to have been adopted September 8. 1913, and by such declaration became
a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XXXVII.
ADOPTION OF AlIrENmrENTs.

Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty-eighth
legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and
adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, as amended
to the resolve of the seventy-third legislature passed March twenty-eighth,

Article X, § 2,
ns nmended,
further nmended.
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nineteen hundred and seven, and adopted September fourteenth, nineteen
hundred and eight, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
"plantations" in the seventh line of said section two the following words:
'in the manner prescribed by law at the ne.xt biennial meetings in the month
of September or,' so that said section as amended shall read as follows:
A.lIIc~dments

to

c011stitution.

(See Amendment

xxxiI.)

'SEC. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem
it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, when any
amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent
to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the several
plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of
their respective towns and plantations in the manner prescribed by law at
the next biennial meetings in the month of September or to meet in the
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said
inhabitants for the election of senators and representatives, on the second
Monday in September following the passage of said resolve, to give in
their votes on the question, whether such amendments shall be made; and
if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the question
are in favor of such amendment, it shall become a part of this constitution.'
[The thirty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a
resolve of the seventy-sixth legislature approved April 12. 1913. and by
a resolve of the seventy-seventh legislature approved March 31, 1915
was declared to have been adopted September 8, 1913, and by such
declaration became a part of the constitution.]

... rlielc

Ix.

~ 10,

!l1IlP.lHled.

Tenure of sheriff'B.
125 ~!e. 5211.

ARTICLE XXXVIII.
TENURE of THE O}"FICE OF SHERIFF.
Section ten of article nine of the Constitu"tion is amended by striking out
all that part of said section after the word "election" in the fourth line of
said section as printed with the revised statutes of nineteen hundred and
sixteen and inserting in place thereof, the following: 'unless sooner removed as hereinafter provided. Whenever the governor and council upon
complaint, due notice and hearing shall find that a sheriff is not faithfully
or efficiently performing any duty imposed upon him by law, the governor
may remove such sheriff from office and with the advice and consent of the
counciL appoint another sheriff in his place for the remainder of the term
for which such removed sheriff was elected. All vacancies in the office of
sheriff, other than those caused by removal in the manner aforesaid, shall
be filled in the same manner as is provided in the case of judges and
registers of probate,' so that said section as amended shall read as follows:
'SEC. ro. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second Monday oJ
September, and shall hold their office for two years from the first day of
January next after their election, unless sooner removed as hereinafter
provided.
'-\'henever the governor and council upon com pIa int.- due notice and
hearing shall find that a sheriff is not faithfully or efficiently performing
any duty imposed upon him by law, the governor may remove such sheriff
from office and with the advice and consent of the council appoint another
sheriff in his place for the remainder of the term for which such removed
sheriff was elected. All vacancies in the office of sheriff, other than those
caused by removal in the manner aforesaid shall be filled in the same
manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of probate.'
[The thirty-eighth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the seventy-eighth legislature, approved March 19. 1917. and
having been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election
held September 10, 1917, was by proclamation of the governor, declared
a part of the constitution, September 25, 1917.]

See R. S. c. 79, § 158 et seq., re sheriffs.
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ARTICLE XXXIX.
APPORTION:1.IENT OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Section three of part first of article four is hereby amended by inserting
in the eighth line of said section after the words "but no town shall ever
be entitled to more than seven representatives," the words, 'except that in
the event of the merger of towns or cities, the new town or city shall be
allowed the combined representation of the former units,' so that said
section as amended shall read as follows:
'SEC. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants, may elect one
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and fifty
may elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and fifty
may elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundred may elect
four; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town having
twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect SLX; each town having
twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but no town
shall ever be entitled to more than seven representatives; except that in the
event of the merger of towns or cities, the new town or city shall be
allowed the combined representation of the former units; and towns and
plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabitants, shall be
classed as conveniently as may be into districts containing that number, and
so as not to divide towns, and each such district may elect one representative; and when on this apportionment the number of representatives shall
be two hundred, a different apportionment shall take the place upon the
above principle; and in case the fifteen hundred shall be too large or too
small to apportion all the representatives to any county, it shall be so
increased or diminished as to give the number of representatives according
to the above rule and proportion.; and whenever any town or towns, plantation or plantations not entitled to elect a representative shall determine
against the classification with any other town or plantation, the legislature
may, at each apportionment of representatives on the application of such
town or plantation, authorize it to elect a representative for such portion
of time and such periods, as shall be equal to its portion of representation;
and the right of representation so established, shall not be altered until
the next general apportionment.'

Article i '-,
part I. § 3,
nmended.

A.llvortionment
of represen tn tives
among towns.

[The thirty-ninth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the seventy-eighth legislature, approved . April 7, 1917, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 10. 1917, was by proclamation of the governor, declared a
part of the constitution, September 25, 1917.]

ARTICLE XL.
RELATING TO THE MILITIA.
Article seven of the constitution is hereby amended by striking out ·all
of sections one, two, three, four and five of said article and substituting
therefor the following sections:

Article ,ii,
amendecl.
)Ulitin.

'SEC. 1. All commissioned officers of the militia shall be appointed and
commissioned by the governor, from such persons as are qualified by law
to hold such offices.

appointed.

SEC. 2. The legislature shall, by law, designate the qualifications necessary for holding a commission in the militia and shall prescribe the mode
of selection of officers for the several grades.

Quulificatiolls nnd
selection of
officers.

SEC. 3. The adjutant general shall be appointed by the governor.. But
the adjutant general shall also perform the duties of quartermaster general
and paymaster general until otherwise directed by law.

Adjutan t general,
appointment and
duties.

SEC. 4. The organization, armament and discipline of the militia and
of the military and naval units thereof shall be the same as that which is
now or may hereafter be prescribed by the laws and regulations of the

3

Officers. how

Standard of
orgunizu tiOD,
armument und
discipline.
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United States; and it shall be the duty of the governor to issue from time
such orders and regulations and to adopt such other means of administration, as shall maintain the prescribed standard of organization, armament
and discipline; and such orders, regulations and means adopted shall have
the full force an effect of the law.
Persons exempt
from military
duty.

. SEC. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shakers, justices
of the supreme judicial court, ministers of the gospel and persons exempted
by the laws of the United States may be e.xempted from military duty, but
no other able-bodied person of the age of eighteen and under the age of
forty-five years, excepting officers of the militia who have been honorably
discharged, shall be so exempted unless he shall pay an equivalent to be
fixed by law.'
[The fortieth amendment to the constitution of the State of ~Iaine was
proposed to the people by a resolve of the seventy-ninth legislature,
approved March 8, 1919, and having been favorably voted upon by the
people at a special election held September 8, 1919, the result of the vote
was proclaimed by the Governor September 24, 1919, and the amendment,
as proposed. became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XLI.
BOND ISSUE FOR PUBLIC \NHARVES AND ADEQUATE PORT FACILITIES.
Article 13:. further
amended by
ndding sections.

Bond issue
providing for
port facilities.

Article 1::<, § 14,
further nmended.

Increasing
debt limit ..

First: Article nine of the constitution of the state is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following section:
'SEC. IS. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not tq
exceed the amount of one million one hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
payable within twenty years at a rate of interest of four per centum per
annum' payable semi-annually; which bonds shall be issued serially under
the direction of the governor and council. The said bonds' or their proceeds shall be devoted exclusively to the building and maintaining of public
wharves and the establishment of adequate port facilities in the state of
Maine.'
'
Second: Section fourteen of said article nine, as amended by article
thirty-five, is hereby further amended by adding after the word 'war' in the
seventh line the words 'or for the purposes of building and maintaining
public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port facilities in the
state of Maine;' so that said section fourteen, as amended, shall read as
follows:
'SEC. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war, or for the purposes of building and maintaining public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port facilities
in the state of Maine; but this amendment shall not be construed to refer
to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this state by the
government of the United States, or to any fund which the state 'shall hold
in trust for any Indian tribe.'
[The forty-first amendment to the constitution of the State of Maine
was proposed to the people by a resolve of the seventy-ninth legislature,
approved l\1arch 28, 1919, and having been favorably voted upon by the
people at a special election held September 8, 1919, the result of the vote
was proclaimed by the Governor September 24, 1919, and the amendment," as proposed, became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XLII.
INCREASING THE STATE DEDT LIMIT..
Article ix, § 14,
furtber amended.

Section fourteen of article nine of the constitution, as amended by article
thirty-five of the constitution, is hereby further amended by striking ont
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after the word 'exceed' in the fifth line thereof the words 'three hundred
thousand dollars' and inserting in place thereof the words 'eight hundred
thousand dollars,' so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows:
'SEC. 14- The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time,
exceed eight hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel
invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this
state by the government of the United States, or to any fund which the
state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.'

Increasing
debt limit.

[The forty-second amendment to the constitution of the State of
Maine was proposed to the people by a resolve of the seventy-ninth
legislature, approved April 4, 1919, and having been favorably voted
upon by the people at a special election held September 8. 1919, the
result of the vote was proclaimed by the Governor September 24, 1919,
and the amendment, as proposed, became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XLIII.
STATE HIGHWAYS, INTRASTATE, INTERSTATE, AND INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES.

First: Section fourteen of article nine of the constitution as amended
by article thirty-five of the constitution is hereby further amended by striking out the words 'and maintaining of' in the sixth line thereof and by
adding after the word 'highways' in the sixth line thereof the words 'intrastate, interstate and international bridges' so that said section, as amended,
shall read as follows:
'SEC. 14- The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
state highways, intrastate, interstate, and international bridges, to suppress
insurrection, to repel invasion or for purposes of war; but this amendment
shaH not be construed to refer to any money that has been or may be
deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.'
Second: Section seventeen of said article is amended by striking out
after the word 'exceeding' in the first and second lines thereof the word
'two' and inserting in place thereof the word 'ten' and by striking out after
the word 'exceeding' in the third line thereof the word 'four' and inserting
in place thereof the word 'five' and by striking out in the fifth line thereof
the words 'and maintaining' and by adding after the word 'highways' in
the fifth line the words 'and intrastate, interstate, and international bridges,'
and by- striking out after the word 'exceed' in the seventh line thereof the
word 'two' and inserting in place thereof the word 'ten,' so that said section, as amended, shaH read as follows:
'SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceeding ten million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within forty-one
years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per annum, payable semi-anually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to
the building of state highways, and intrastate, interstate, and internationaJ
bridges; provided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the

Article ix, § 14,
furtber

'lmended.

Providing for
bridges.

Increasing
debt limit.

Article ix, § 17,
furtber

mnended.

Higbway nnd
bridge bonds.
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authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate, exceed ten million
dollars; the expenditure of said money to be divided equitably among the
several counties of the state.'
[Tl1e forty-tl1ird amendment to tl1e constitution of tl1e State of Maine
was proposed to tl1e people by a resolve of the seventy-ninth legislature,
approved April 4, 1919, and having been favorably voted upon by the
people at a special election held September 8, 1919, the result of the vote
was proclaimed by the Governor September 24, 1919, and the amendment, as proposed, became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XLIV.
CONTINUATION OF THE RIGHT OF SuFFRAGE.
Article ii, § 1,
:;amended.

Continuing rigbt
of suffrage on
removnl from
town.

Section one of Article two is hereby amended by inserting after the word
'established' in the sL-...:th line of said section, the following words: 'and he
shall continue to be an elector in such town or plantation for the period of
three months after his removal therefrom, if he continues to reside in this
state during said period', so that said section, as amended, shall read as
follows:
'SEC.!. Every male citizen of the United States of the age of twentyone years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship,
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this state for the
term of three months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for
governor, senators and representatives, in the town or plantation where his
residence is so established, and he shall continue to be an elector in such
town or plantation for the period of three months after his removal therefrom, if he continues to reside in this state during said period; and the
elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in the military, naval or
ma'rine sen'ice of the United States, or this state, shall not be considered
as having obtained such established residence by being stationed in any
garrison, barrack, or military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall
the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the
right of suffrage in the town or plantation where such seminary is established. No person, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by
reason of his absence from the state in the military service of the United
States, or of this state.'
[The forty-fourth amendment to the constitution of the State of
Maine was proposed to the people by a resolve of the seventy-ninth
legislature, approved March 28, 1919, and having been favorably voted
upon by tl1e people at a special election held September 8, 1919, the
constitution was proclaimed by the Governor September 24, 1919 to be
amenued as proposed, said amendment to take effect and to become a
part of the constitution upon the first Wednesday of .January, 1920.]

ARTICLE XLV.
AUTHORIZATION OF CREATION OF STATE DEBT FOR PAYMENT OF SOLDIERS'
BONUS.
Article ix, further
amended by
nddinlf section.

Pro\~iding for
soldiers' bonus.

Article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:
SEC. 19. The legislature may authorize the issuing ~f bonds not to
exceed the amount of three million dollars, payable within ten years, which
bonds or their proceeds shalI be devoted exclusively to paying a bonus to
Maine soldiers and sailors in the war ,vith Germany.
Section fourteen of said article nine, as amended by articles thirty-five,
forty-one, fotty-two and forty-three, is hereby further amended by adding
after the word "war" in the seventh line thereof the words 'to provide
for the payment of a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with
Germany,' so that said section fourteen, as amended, shall read as follows:
'SEC. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
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with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time"
exceed eight hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
state highways, intrastate, interstate, and international bridges; to suppress
insurrection, to repel invasion; or for purposes of war; to provide for the
payment of a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with Germany; or for the purposes of building and maintaining public wharves and
for the establishment of adequate port facilities in the state of Maine; but
this amendment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has
been, or may be deposited with this state by the government of the United
States, or to any fund which the state shall holq in trust for any Indian
tribe.'
[The forty-fifth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the seventy-ninth legislature, special session, approved November 7,
1919, arid having been favorably voted upon by the people at the biennial election held ,September 13, 1920, was, by proclamation of the governor, declared a part of the constitution, September 22, 1920.]

ARTICLE XLVI.
AUTHORIZATION OF MORE THAN ONE VOTING PLACE FOR STATE AND
NATIONAL ELECTION IN TOWNS.

Section sixteen of article nine is hereby amended by striking out all of
said section and substituting in place thereof the following:

Article ix, § 16,

'SEC. 16. The legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns
into voting districts for all state and national elections, and prescribe the
manner in wllch the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the
election dclared.'

Voting districts.

nmended.

[The forty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve'
of the seventy-ninth legislature. approved March S, 1919, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at the biennial election held
September 13, 1920, was, by proclamation of the governor, declared a
part of the constitution, October I, 1920.]

ARTICLE XLVII.
ABsENT VOTING ACT.

Section five, article four, part first, of the constitution of Maine as
amended by the twenty-third amendment, is hereby further amended by
striking out the word "present" in the fifth and thirty-fourth lines thereof,
so that said section as amended shall read as follows:
'SEC. 5. The meetings within this state for the choice of representatives
shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the several towns
seven days at least before the election, and the selectmen thereof shall preside impartially at such meetings,' receive the votes of all the qualified
electors, sort, count and declare them in open town meeting, and in the
presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for,
with the number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a
fair record thereof in the presence of the selectmen and in open town meeting. And the towns and plantations organized by law, belonging to any
class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at the same time in the
respective towns and plantations; and the town and plantation meetings in
such towns and plantations shall be notified, held and regulated, the votes
received, sorted, counted and declared in the same manner. And the assessors and clerks of plantations shall have all the powers, and be subj ect
to all the duties, which selectmen and town clerks have, and are subject to
by this constitution. And' fair copies of the lists of votes shall be attested
by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors of plantations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and the town
and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into
the secretary's office thirty days at least before the first vVednesday of
January biennially. And the governor and council shall e..'{amine the re-

Article iv.

part 1, § 5,

nmended.

Permitting nbsent
Toting.
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turned copies of such lists, and also all lists of votes of citizens in the
military service, returned to the secretary's office, as provided in article
second, section four, of this constitution; and twenty days before the said
first vVednesday of January, biennially, shall issue a summons to such
persons as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of all the votes returned, to attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be laid
before the house of representatives on the first \Vednesday of January
biennially, and they shall finally determine who are elected. The electors
resident in any city may, at any meeting duly notified for the choice of
representatives, vote for such representatives in their respective ward meetings, and the wardens in said wards shall preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all qualified electors, sort, count and declare them
in open ward meetings, and in the presence of the ward clerk, who shall
form a list of the persons voted for, with the number of votes for each
person against his name, shall make a fair record thereof in the presence
of the warden, and in open ward meetings; and a fair copy of this list shall
be attested by the warden and ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting,
and delivered to the city clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of
the polls. And the electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly
notified and holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they
have been required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for such
officers in their respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had
by the warden and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for
representatives. And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within
twenty-four hours after the close of the pools in such meetings, and in the
presence of the city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies from
the lists of votes given in the several wards, of which the city clerk shall
make a record, and return thereof shall be made into the secretary of
state's office in the same manner as selectmen of towns are required to do.'
[The forty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the eightieth legislature, approved April 6, 1921, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 12, 1921. was by proclamation of the governor, declared a
part of the constitution, October 29, 1921.]

ARTICLE XLVIII.
AutHORIZAtION of BOND ISSUE FOR tHE CONSTRUctION OF A BRIDGE
BEtWEEN BAtH AND WOOLWICH.
.article 1::1:, § 17,
further nmended.

Providing for
bridge between
Buth und
Woolwicb.

.additionul bond
issue.

Section seventeen of article nirie of the constitution is hereby amended
by adding to said section the following: "The legislature may authorize, in
addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of bonds not
exceeding three million dollars in amount at anyone time payable within
fifty-one years at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be
devoted solely to the building of a highway or combination highway and
railroad bridge across the Kennebec river, between the -city of Bath and
the town of vVoolwich," so that said section, as amended, shall read as
follows:
'SEC. 17. The Legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceedinging ten million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within
forty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, :which bonds or their proceeds shall be
devoted solely to the building of state highways, and intrastate, interstate
and international bridges; provided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate,
exceed ten million dollars; the expenditure of said money to be divided
equitably among the several counties of the State. The Legislature may
authorize, in addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of
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bonds not exceeding three million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within fifty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds
shall be devoted, solely to the building of a highway or combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec river between the city of
Bath and the town of vVoolwich.'
[The forty-eighth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of the eighty-second legislature, approved April 3. 1925, and having been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 14, 1925, was proclaimed by the governor, September 29, 1925.
and the amendment as proposed became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE XLIX.
AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL BOND ISSUE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF STATE
HIGHWAYS AND INTERST.-I.TE, INTRASTATE, AND INTERNATIONAL BRIDGES.
Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution as amended by Article ix, § 17,
further nmended.
article forty-three of the constitution, is further amended by striking out
all of said section and inserting in the place thereof the following, so that
said section, as amended, shall read as follows:
'SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceeding sixteen million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within
forty-one years, except that all bonds issued under authority of this resolve
during and after the year nineteen hundred twenty-five shall be payable
within fifteen years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds, shall be
devoted solely to the building of state highways and interstate, intrastate
and international bridges, provided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate,
exceed sixteen million dollars, which said bonds issued during or after the
year nineteen hundred twenty-five shall be serial and when paid at maturity,
or otherwise retired, shall not be reissued; the expenditure of said money
to be divided equitably among the several counties- of the state.'

Pro,lding for
additional bond
issue.

[The forty-ninth amendment was proposed -to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-second legislature, approved April II, 1925, and having,
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 14. 1925, was proclaimed by the governor. September 29; 1925,
and the amendment as proposed became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE 1.
FILLING OF COUNCILLOR VACANCIES.
Section two of part two of article five of the constitution, as amended, Article v,
part 2, §
is hereby further amended by striking out all of said section after the word amended.
"filled" in the third line and inserting in place thereof the following: 'in
the following manner: The governor with the advice and consent of the
council shall appoint within -thirty days from said vacancy a councillor
from the same district in which the vacancy occurred, and the oath of
office shall be administered by the governor; said councillor shall hold
office until the next convening of the legislature; but not more than one
councillor shall be elected or appointed from any district prescribed for the
election of senators; they shall be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and representatives,' so that said section, as amended, shall
read as' follows:

2,

'SEC. 2. The councillors shall be chosen biennially, on the first vVednes- Councillors, how
day of January, by j oint ballot of the senators and representatives in con- chosen: vacancies,
vention; and vacancies, which shall afterward happen, shall be filled in the how filled; privileged from nrrest.
following manner: The governor with the advice and consent of the
council shall appoint within thirty days from said vacancy a councillor
from the same district in which the vacancy occurred, and the oath of
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office shall be administered by the governor; said councillor shall hold
office until the next convening of the legislature; but not more than one
councillor shall be elected or appointed from any district prescribed for the
election of senators; they shall be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and representatives.'
[The fiftieth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve ot
the eighty-fourth legislature, approved April 10, 1929, and having been
favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held September
9, 1929, was proclaimed by the governor, October 25, 1929. and the
amendment as proposed became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE LI.
AUTHORIZATION of BOND ISSUE FOR THE BUILDING of A BRIDGE ACROSS THE
PENOllSCOT RIvER, TO DE KNOWN AS WALDO-HANCOCK BRIDGE.

Article ix, § 17,
further amended.

Providing for
"Walda-Hancock
Bridge."

Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended
by adding to said section the following: 'The legislature may authorize, in
addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of bonds not
exceeding one million two hundred thousand dollars in amount at anyone
time payable within thirty years at a rate of interest not exceeding four per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds
shall be devoted solely to the building of a highway bridge across the.
Penobscot river from either the town of Prospect or the town of Stoch.1:on
Springs to eithe~ the town of Bucksport or the town of Verona, to be
known as the "Waldo-Hancock Bridge,'" so that said section, as amended,
shall read as follows:
'SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds nof exceeding sixteen million dollars in amount at anyone time, payable within
forty-one years, except that all bonds issued under authority of this resolve during and after the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five shall be
payable within fifteen years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds,
shall be devoted solely to the building of state highways and interstate,
intrastate and international bridges, provided, however, that bonds issued
and outstanding under the authority of this section shall never, in the
aggregate, exceed sixteen million dollars, which said bonds issued during
or after the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five shall be serial and when
paid at maturity, or otherwise retired, shall not be reissued; the expenditure of said money to be divided equitably among the several counties of
the state. The legislature may authorize, in addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of bonds not exceeding three million dollars
in amount at anyone time, payable within fifty-one years, at a rate of
interest not exceeding four per centum per annum, payable semi-annually,
which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to. the building of a
highway or combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec
river between the city of Bath and the town of 'Woolwich. The legislature may authorize, in addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the
issuance of bonds not exceeding one million two hundred thousand dollars
in amount at anyone time payable within thirty years at a rate of interest
not exceeding four per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which
bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to the building of a highway bridge across the Penobscot river from either the town of Prospect or
the town of Stockton Springs to either the town of Bucksport or the town
of V,erona, to be known as the "vValdo-Hancock Bridge.'"
[The fifty-first amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve of
the eighty-fourth legislature, approved April 13, 1929, and having been
favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held September
9, 1929, was proclaimed by the governor, October 25. 1929, and the
amendment as proposed became a part of the ,constitution.]
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ARTICLE LII.
ADDITIONAL ISSUE OF HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE BONDS.

Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution as amended by the
f9rty-eighth and forty-ninth amendments to the constitution is hereby
amended by striking out all of said section and inserting in place thereof
the following, so that said section as amended shall read as follows:
'SEC. 17. The state, under proper enactment of the legislature, may issue
its bonds not exceeding in the aggregate thirty-one million dollars in
amount at anyone time, and all bonds issued during and after the year
nineteen hundred and twenty-nine shall be payable serially within twentyfive years from date of issue, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually. The proceeds of bonds hereafter issued and outstanding under authority of this section to the extent
of ten million dollars shall be devoted solely to the construction of the
present system of state highways designated prior to April first, nineteen
hundred and twenty-nine; provided, however, that not exceeding two million five hundred thousand dollars of such proceeds may be used for the
reconstruction of state highways forming a part of that system heretofore
constructed, and provided further that not exceeding one million five hundred thousand dollars of such proceeds may be used for the construction
of state highways hereafter to be designated. The proceeds of bonds hereafter issued arid outstanding, under authority of this section, to the extent
of fiye million dollars shall be devoted solely to the building of interstate,
intrastate, and international bridges. Said bonds when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired shall not be reissued. All bonds issued under the authority of this section of the constitution shall be in addition to the bonds
heretofore authorized and issued in the amount of three million dollars,
the proceeds of which were devoted to the building of a combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec river between the city of
Bath and the town of vVoolwich.'

Article ix, § 17,
further amended.

Pro"l'lding for
ndditionnl Issue
of highwny nnd
bridge bonds.

[The fifty-second amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-fourth legislature, approved April 13, 1929, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 9, 1929, was proclaimed by the governor, October 25, 1929,
and the amendment became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE

LIll.

PROVIDING FOR THE NUi\IJJER OF SENATORS.

Section one of part two of article four of the Constitution as amended,
is hereby further amended by striking out all of said section and inserting
in place thereof the following:
'SEC. 1. The senate shall consist of the members to which the seyeral
counties are entitled, on the following basis of representation according to
the Federal Census: each county having a population of thirty thousand
inhabitants or less shaH have one senator; each county having a population
of more than thirty thousand inhabitants and less than sixty thousand
inhabitants shaH have two senators; each county haying a population of
more than sixty thousand inhabitants and less than one hundred and
twenty thousand inhabitants shaH haye three senators; each county haying
a population of more than one hundred twenty thousand and less than two
hundred forty thousand inhabitants shall haye four senators; and each
county haying a population of more than two hundred forty thousand
inhabitants shaH have five senators. For the purpose of representation,
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed shall not be counted as
inhabitants. The members of the senate shall be elected at the same time
and for the same term as the representatives by the qualified electors of the
counties which they shall respectiyely represent.'

Article iv.
pnrt 2, § I,
further amended.

~umber
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A.rticle iv,
pnrt 2, § 2,
repealed.

Section two of part two of article four of the Constituti~n
repealed.

A.rticle iv,
part 2, § 5,
further amended.

Section five of part two of article four of the Constitution as amended
is hereby further amended by striking out the word "district" wherever it
occurs and inserting in place thereof the word 'county' so that said sec'"
tion, as amended, shall read as follows:

Sella te to decide
election of its
members.

IS

hereQY

'SEC. 5 The senate shall, on the said first vVednesday of January, biennially, determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be senators in
each county; and in case the full number of senators to be elected from
each county shall not have been so elected, the memb~rs of the house of
representatives and such senators, as shall have been elected, shall, from
the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on said lists, equal to twice
the number of senators deficient, in every county, if there be so many voted
for, elect by j oint ballot the number of senators required; but all vacancies
in the senate, arising from death, resignation, removal from the State, or
like causes, shall be filled by an immediate election in the unrepresented
county. The governor shall issue his proclamation therefor and therein
fix the time of such election.'
[The fifty-third amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-fifth legislature, approved April 3, 1931, and having been
favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held September
14, 1931, was proclaimed by the governor, October 7. 1931. and the,
amendment became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE LIV.
REPEAL OF PROHllJITION OF THE, MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF INTOXICATIN,G
LIQUORS.

Amendment xxvi.
repenled.

The 26th amendment to the constitution is hereby repealed.
[The fifty-fourth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-sixth legislature, in special session December 4-20, approved December 16, 1933, and having been favorably voted upon by the
people at the biennial election held September 10, 1934, was proclaimed
by the governor, October 1. 1934, and the amendment became a part of
the consti tu tion.]
,

ARTICLE LV.
INCREASING'THE STATE DEBT LIllI IT.
Article ix, § 14,
further nmended.

Credit of stnte
not to be lonned.

Section 14 of said Article IX, as amended by articles XXXV, XLI, XLII,
XLIII, and XLV, is hereby further amended to read as follows:
'SEC. 14. The credif of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt, or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anyone time,
exceed $2,OOO,~, except 'for the purposes of building state highways, intrastate interstate and internatio~al bridges; to suppress 'insurrection, to
repei' invasion, or for the purposes of war; to provide for the payment of
a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with Germany; or for the
purposes of building' and m~intaining public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port facilities in the state of Maine; but this amendment shall not be construed to :re£er to any money that has been, or may
be deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.'
[The fifty-fifth amenq.~nent wa.s prop~sed to ~he peol:>le by a resolve
of the eighty-sixth legIslature, In speCIal seSSIOn, December 4-20, approved December 16, 1933, and having been favorably voted upon b~ the
people at the biennial, election held September 10, 1934, was proclaImed
by the governor, October 1, 1934. and the amendment became a part of
the constitution.]
, '.'
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ARTICLE LVI.
BOND ISSUE FOR CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENT AND EQUIPMENT OF STATE
BUILDINGS.
Article, IX of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:
'SEC. 20. The state under authority of proper enactment of the legislature may issue its bonds not to exceed the amount of $2,000,000 payable
within 20 years, at a rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum, payable
semi-annually, the proceeds to be disbursed for the construction of state
buildings and equipment for same, or remodeling or extension of any
plant which is part of state-owned property. Said bonds shall be designated "State of :Maine Improvement Bonds," and when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired, shall not be reissued.'

Article lr.
nmended.

State of Mulne
Improvement
Bonds.

[The fifty-sixth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-sixth legislature, in special session December 4-20, approved December 16. 1933. and havIng been favorably voted upon by the
people at the biennial election held September 10. 1934. was proclaimed
by the governor. October 1. 1934. and the amendment became a part of
the constitution.]

ARTICLE LVII.
LENGTHENING PERIOD OF RESIDENCE TO QUAl,IFY AS A VOTER.
Section I of Article II of the constitution, as amended in Articles XXIX
and XLIV, is hereby further amended to read' as follows:
'SEC. I. Every male citizen of the United States of the 'age of twentyone years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship,
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this state for the
term of six months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for
governor, senators and representatives, in the town or plantation where his
residence is so established, and he shall continue to be an elector in such
town or plantation for the period of three months after his removal therefrom, if he continues to reside in this state during said period; and the
'elections shall be by written ballot. Hut persons in the military, naval or
marine service of the United States, or this state, shall not be considered
as having obtained such established residence by being stationed in any
garrison, barrack, or military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall
the residence of a student, at any seminary of learning entitle him to the
right of suffrage in the town or plantation where such seminary is established. No person, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by
reason of his absence from the state in the military service of the United
States, or of this state.'

Article iI. § 1.
furtiler amended.

Qualifications
of electors.

Written ballot.

[The fifty-seventh amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-seventh legislature, approved March 30, 1935, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 9, 1935, was proclaimed by the governor, October 8, 1935, and
the amendment became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE LVIII.
AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAl, ISSUE OF HIGHWAY BONDS.
Section 17 of Article IX of the constitution. as amended by Article LII
of the constitution is hereby further amended by striking out all of said
section' and inserting in place thereof the following, so that said section,
as amended, shall read as follows:
'SEC. 17. The state, under proper enactment of the legislature, may
issue its bonds not exceeding in the aggregate $36,000,000 in amount at any
one time, and all bonds issued after the year 1935 shaH be payable serially
within IS years from date of issue, at a rate of interest not exceeding 4%
per year, payable semi-annuaHy.

Article L", § 17.
further amended.
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The proceeds of bonds hereafter issued and outstanding under authority
of this section to the extent of $5,000,000 shall be devoted solely to the construction of the system of state highways heretofore designated or to such
as may hereafter be designated. Said bonds, when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired, shall not be reissued. All bonds issued under the
authority of this section shall be in addition to the bonds heretofore issued
in the amount of $3,000,000, the proceeds of which were devoted to the
building of a combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec
river between the city of Bath and the town of vVoolwich, and in addition
to the bonds heretofore issued in the amount of $900,000, the proceeds of
which were devoted to the building of a highway bridge across the Penobscot river between the towns· of Prospect, Verona and Bucksport. Provided further, that in case it becomes necessary in the judgment of the
governor and council to match available federal funds for the construc"
tion of state highways, the state may issue its bonds up to $1,000,000 per
year, the proceeds thereof to be available for the aforesaid purpose after
July I, 1936.'
[The fifty-eighth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-seventh legislature. approved March 30, 1935, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 9, 1935, was proclaimed by the governor, October 8, 1935, and
the amendment became a part of the constitution.]

132 Me. 502.

ARTICLE LIX.
AUTHORIZATION of USE OF VOTING MACHINES IN ELECTIONS.
.!.rtlcle ii,
further amended.
Voting machines.

Article II of the constitution, as amended, is hereby further amended
by adding thereto the following section:
'SEC. 5. Voting machines, or other mechanical devices for voting, may
be used at all elections under such regulations as may be prescribed by law;
provided, however, the right of secret voting shall be preserved.'
[The fifty-ninth amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-seventh legislature, approved April 6, 1935, and having
been favorably voted upon by the people at a special election held
September 9, 1935, was proclaimed by the governor October 8, 1935, and
the amendment became a part of the constitution.]

ARTICLE LX.
AUTHORIZATION OF BOND ISSUE IN FAVOR OF DEER ISLE-SEDGWICK BRIDGE
DISTRICT.

article ix,
fUrther amended.

Bond issue for
Deer Isle-Sedgwick
hridge.

Article IX of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:
'SEC. 21. The state under authority of proper enactment of the legislature may issue its bonds· not to exceed the amount of $500,000, payable
within 30 years, at a rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum, payable
semi-annually, the proceeds to be disbursed for maintenance of a bridge
between the towns of Deer Isle and Sedgwick, and for interest charges on,
and retirement of bonds issued by the Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge District;
said bonds to be issued only at such times and in such amounts as .may be
required to furnish funds additional to the receipts of the Deer IsleSedgwick bridge for maintenance, interest and the retirement of bonds
issued by the Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge District.'
[The sixtieth amendment was proposed to .the peo1,!le by a r~solve of
the eighty-seventh legislature, approved April 6, 193n, and havmg been
favorably voted upon by the people at a special electi~n held September
9 1935 was proclaimed by the governor October 8, 193n, and the amend~ent became a part of the constitution.]
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ARTICLE LXI.
PROVIDING FOR LoNGER RESIDENCE TO QUALIFY AS A VOTER.

Section I of Article II of the constitution, as amended by Article XLIV,
is hereby further amended to read as follows:

Article ii, § 1,
furtller amended.

'SEC. 1. Every citizen of the United States of the age of 21 years and
upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship, and Indians not
taxed, having his or her residence established in this state for the term of
six months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for governor,
senators and representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his or
her residence has been established for the term of three months next preceding such election, and he or she shall continue to be an elector in such
city, town or plantation for the period of three months after his or her
removal therefrom, if he or she continues to reside in this state during
such period; and the elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in
the military, naval or marine service of the United States, or this state,
shall not be considered as having obtained such established residence by
being stationed in any garrison, barrack, or military place, in any city, town
or plantation; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the right of suffrage in the city, town or plantation where
such seminary is established. No person, however, shall be deemed to
have lost his residence by reason of his absence from the state in the
military service of the United States or of this state.'

Qualifications
of electors.

[The sixty-first amendment was proposed to the people by a resolve
of the eighty-seventh legislature, approved February 25. 1937, and having been favorably voted upon by the people at the State election held
September 12, 1938, was proclaimed by the governor October 3, 1938, and
the amendment became a part of the constitution.]
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