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STATE RACING COllBIISSION. 

term "building" as used in this section, shall include structures intended for 
human occupation and use, and also bridges, arches, gates, walls, or other per
manent structures of any character. 

No painting, portrait, statue, or tablet shall be accepted or placed in the state 
house without the permission of the commission. The commission shall advise 
the superintendent of buildings where to hang paintings, portraits, and pictures 
and where to place statues and other works of art. 

CHAPTER 77. 

STATE RACING COMMISSION. 

Sec. 1. State racing commission. 1935; c. 130, § 1. The state racmg com
mission, as heretofore established, and hereinafter in this chapter called the 
"commission", shall consist of 3 members who shall be appointed and may be 
for cause removed by the governor with the advice and consent of the council. 
Upon the expiration of the term of office of any member, his successor shall be 
appointed for a term of 3 years. Any vacancy shall be filled by appointment 
for the unexpired term. The members shall serve until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. So far as practicable they shall be persons interested 
in the establishment and development of a Maine breed of standard bred horses 
and no member of the commission shall have any pecuniary interest in any rac
ing or the sale of pari mutuel pools licensed uuder the provisions of this chapter. 

See c. 27, § 16, re state aid to agricultural societies. 

Sec. 2 .. Organization. 1935, c. 130, § 2. The commissioners shall select one 
from their number to be chairman and another to be secretary of the commission. 
Two of the members of the commission shall constitute a quorum to do 
business. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a record of all proceed
ings of the commission and to preserve all books, maps, documenfs, papers, and 
records entrusted to its care. 

Sec. 3. Racing fund. 1935, c. 130, § 3. The treasurer of state shall keep a 
separate account, to be known as the racing fund, to which shall be credited all 
money received from the tax on contributions to pari mutuel pools as provided 
for in this chapter. Said fund shall be used for the general purposes of the state 
until otherwise ordered by the legislature: 

See §§ 6, 7. 

Sec. 4. Office. 1935, c. 130, § 5. The commission shall have an office in 
Augusta and, during the time in which racing is conducted in the state, may 
maintain branch offices elsewhere. 

Sec. 5. Assistants. 1935, c. 130, § 6. 1937, C. 221, § 25. The commission, 
with the approval of the governor and council, is authorized to employ such 
assistants and employees as it may deem necessary to provide adequate policing 
and to carry out the purposes of this chapter and fi..x their compensation on a 
per qiem basis, subject to the provisions of the personnel law. 

See c. 14, §§ 2-4, re bond of state employees. 
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Sec. 6. Compensation. 1935, c. 130, § 7. 1943, c. II9. Each member of 
the commission shall receive a salary of $1,000 a year and his reasonable ex
penses, including transportation, incu~red in the performance of his duties. 

Sec. 7. Disbursements. 1935, c. 130, § 8. 1937, c. 227. The compensation 
of the commissioners, expenses of the commissioners, compensation of assist
ants, and other necessary expenses of the commission, including suitable fur
niture, equipment, supplies, and office expenses shall be charged to and paid out 
of the fund received under the provisions of this chapter, but in no I year shall 
the total compensation and expenses aforesaid exceed $12,000. 

See § 3. 

Sec. 8. Report of the commission. 1935, c. 130, § 9. The commission shall 
make an annual report to the governor on or before the 1st day of December in 
each year, including therein an account of its actions, receipts derived under the 
provisions of this chapter, the practical effects of the application of the pro
visions of this chapter, and any recommendation for legislation which the com
mission deems advisable. 

See c. 14, § 5, re fiscal year. 

Sec. 9. Rules and regulations. 1935, c. 130, §§ 10, 19. 1937, C. 181. 1943, 
C. 41. The commission shall make rules and regulations for the holding, con
ducting, and operating of all harness horse races or meets for public exhibition 
held in this state and for the operation of race tracks on which any such race 
or meet is held. No such race or meet shall be held on Sunday. No meeting 
shall be allowed for more than 6 days in any 3o-day period, except that between 
the 1st day of July and the 1st Monday of August, a meeting may be allowed 
for not exceeding IS days on mile tracks. In the event such an IS-day meeting 
is held, no further meetings where pari mutuel betting is permitted, shall be 
allowed during the same calendar year. No part of this chapter shall be con
strued to apply to any racing whatever except harness horse races. 

Sec. 10. Races. 1935, c. 130, § II. No person, association, or corporation 
shall hold, conduct, or operate any harness horse race or meet for public exhibi
tion, if pari mutuel betting is permitted, within the state without a license from 
the commission. 

Sec. 1~. Licenses. 1935, c. 130, § 12. Any person, association, or corpora
tion desiring to hold a harness horse race or meet for public exhibition shall 
apply to said commission for a license to do so. The application shall be signed 
and sworn to by the person or executive officer of the association or corporation 
and shall contain the following information: 

I. The full name and address of the person, association, or corporation. 

II. If an association, the names and residences of the members of the associa
tion. 

III. If a corporation, the name of the state under "which it is incorporated 
with its principal place of business and the names and addresses of its directors 
and stockholders. 

IV. The exact location where it is desired to conduct or hold races or race 
meets. 

V. \iVhether or not the racing plant is owned or leased, and if leased, the 
name and residence of the fee owner, or if a corporation, of the directors and 
stockholders thereof. 
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VI. A statement of the assets and liabilities of the person, association, or 
corporation making such application. 

VII. Such other information as the commission may require. 

Sec. 12. Issuance of license. 1935, c. 130, § 13. 1937, c. 187. 1943, c. 40~ 
If the commission is satisfied that all the provisions of this chapter and the rules 
and regulations prescribed by the commission have been and will be complied 
with by the person, association, or corporation applying for a license, it may 
issue a license which shall expire on the 31st day of December; but between 
the dates of the 1st Monday in August and October 20, no license shall be 
issued to anyone but an agricultural fair association. The license shall set forth 
the name of the licensee, the place where the races or race meets are to be held, 
and the time and number of days during which racing may be conducted by said 
licensee. Any such license issued shall not be transferable or assignable. Said 
commission shall have power to revoke any license issued at any time for good 
cause upon reasonable notice and hearing. The license of any corporation shall 
automatically cease upon the change in ownership, legal or equitable, of 50% or 
more of the voting stock of the corporation and the corporation shall not hold a 
harness horse race or meet for public exhibition, without a new license. 

Not more than 3 licenses shall be issued authorizing the holding of harness 
horse races or l"!1eets for public exhibition, with pari mutuel pools, on any I 

track in I year. 
No license shall be granted to any person, firm, association, or corporation 

to hold harness horse races or meets for public exhibition, with pari mutuel 
pools, between the dates of November 30th and May 1st. 

The commission is directed to assign such dates for holding harness horse 
races or meets for public exhibition, with pari mutuel pools, as will best serve 
the interests of the agricultural associations of Maine and may accordingly re
fuse to issue a permit if the issuance of the permit would in the opinion of the 
racing commission be detrimental to the interests of said agricultural associations 
or any of them. 

Sec. 13. Bond. 1935, c. 130, § 14. Every person, association, or corporation 
licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall, before said license is issued, 
give bond to the state in such reasonable sum, not exceeding $50,000, as may be 
fixed by the commission, with a surety or sureties to be approved by the com
mission, conditioned to faithfully make the payments prescribed by this chapter 
and to keep its books and records and make reports as herein provided, and to 
conduct its racing in conformity with the provisions of this chapfer and the rules 
and regulations prescribed by the commission. 

Sec. 14. Penalty. 1935, c. 130, § IS. Any person, association, or corporation 
holding or conducting, or any person or persons aiding or abetting in the hold
ing or conducting of any harness horse race or meet for public exhibition with
in the state without a license duly issued by said commission, or any person, 
association, or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this chapter 
or who violates any of the rules and regulations prescribed by the commission 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000, or by imprisonment for 
not more than I year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. IS. Pari mutuel pools. 1935, c. 130, § 16. Within the enclosure and on 
the grounds of any race track where is held a race or race meet licensed and 
conducted under the provisions of this chapter, but not elsewhere, the sale of 
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pari mutuel pools under such regulations as may be prescribed by said commis
sion is permitted and authorized. Commissions on such pools shall in no event 
and at no track exceed 10% and the odd cents of all redistribution to be made 
on all mutuel contributions exceeding a sum equal to the ne:>...i: lowest multiple 
of 5. Said maximum shall include the 30% tax hereinafter prescribed. 

Sec. 16. Tax on pari mutuel pools. 1935, c. 130, § 17. Each person, associ-, 
ation, or corporation licensed to conduct a race or race meet under the provisions 
of this chapter shall pay to the treasurer of state for the use of the state a sum 
equal to 30 % of the total contributions to all pari mutuel pools conducted or 
made at any race or race meet licensed under the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. Payment. 1935, c. 130, § 18. The payment under the preceding 
section shall be made not later than 7 days after each race and shall be accom
panied by a report under oath showing the total of all said contributions to pari 
mutuel pools covered by such report and such other information as the commis
sion may require. 

Sec. 18. Records. 1935, c. 130, § 20. Every person, association, or c~rpora
tion conducting a race or race meet under the provisions of this chapter shall so 
keep its books and records 'as to clearly show the total number of admissions 
and the total amount of money contributed to every pari mutuel pool on each 
race separately and the amount of money received daily from admission fees, and 
within 60 days after the conclusion of every race meeting shall submit to the 
commission a complete audit of its accounts certified by a public accountant quali
fied to practice in this state and approved by the commission. 

Sec. 19: Minors. 1935, c. 130, § 2I. No minor whether attending a race or 
employed in any manner on or about a race track shall be permitted to partici
pate in any pari mutuel pool or be admitted to any pari mutuel enclosure. 

Sec. 20. Supervision. 1935, c. 130, § 22. The commission shall have the 
power and authority to regulate, supervise, and check the making of pari mutuel 
pools and the distribution therefrom. Said commission shall have the further 
power and authority to investigate as to the direct and indirect ownership and 
control of any licensee and any expense incurred by the commission in so doing 
shall be at the expense of such licensee or of the applicant for a license. 

Sec. 2I. Standard bred horses. 1935, c. 130, § 23. The commission shall 
also encourage and promote the breeding of a strain of Maine standard bred 
horses and make provision to encourage donations of the same by licensees or 
others to persons or institutions within the state for breeding purposes. 

Sec. 22. Enforcement. 1935, c. 130, § 25. It shall be the duty of the attor
ney-general with the aid of the county attorneys of the several counties to en
force the provisions of this chapter upon notification from said, commission of 
any violations thereof. 
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