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action, or the making of such entry, claimed said lands or said undivided frac
tional part thereof under recorded deeds; and have, during said twenty years, 
paid all taxes assessed on said lands, or on such undivided fractional part 
thereof, however said tax may have been assessed whether on an undivided 
fractional part of said lands or on a certain number of acres thereof equal 
approximately to the acreage of said lands or of said fractional part thereof; and 
have, during said twenty years, held such exclusive, peaceable, continuous, and 
adverse possession thereof as comports with the ordinary management of such 
lands or of undivided fractional parts of such lands, in this state. 

IIS Me. 129; II9 Me. 90; II9 Me. 26g; 122 Me. 409; 126 Me. 305. 

Sections I- 7 
Sections 8--ro 
Sections II-I6 

Sections I7-2I 

CHAPTER 120. 

The Selection and Service of Jurors. 

List of Jurors; its Preparation. 
Issue and Service of Venires. 
Draft of Jurors; Their Attendance. 
Penalties. 

List of Jurors; its Preparation. 

Sec. r. Board for preparing list of jurors; action of town. E. s. C. III, § I. 

The municipal officers, treasurer, and clerk of each town, constitute a board 
for preparing lists of jurors to be laid before the town for their approval; 
and the town, in legal town meeting, by a' majority of the voters assembled, 
may strike out such names as they think proper from such lists, but shall not 
insert any others. 

See § 16. 
SeC. 2. Preparation of lists of persons qualified to serve as jurors; indorse

ment on old tickets transferred to new. R. S. C. III, § 2. 192I, c. 180, § r. 
Such board, at least once in eVery three years, shall prepare a list of persons, 
under the age of seventy years, qualified to serve as jurors; and in preparing 
such list they shall take the names of such persons only as are of good moral 
character, of approved integrity, of sound judgment and well informed, and 
qualified as the constitution directs to vote for representatives in such town, 
but no person shall be disqualified by reason of sex. When a new list is made, 
the municipal officers shall transfer from the old to the n.ew tickets of the 
same persons, the minutes of the draft made within the three preceding years. 

79 Me. 126; *125 Me. 327. 
Sec. 3. Persons exempted from serving as jurors. R. S. C. III, § 3. 192I, 

c. 180, § 2. The following persons are exempt from serving as jurors, and 
their names shall not be placed on the lists; the governor, councilors, judges, 
and clerks of common law courts, secretary and treasurer of the state, all offi
cers of the "United States, judges and registers of probate, registers of deeds, 
settled ministers of the gospel, officers of colleges, preceptors of incorporated 
academies, physicians and surgeons, nurses, cashiers of incorporated banks, 
sheriffs and their deputies, counselors and attorneys at law, county commis
sioners, constables, all persons engaged in the. unlawful traffic in intoxicating 
liquors, or who are known to be habitually addicted to the use of intoxicat-
1l1g liquors as a beverage, and constant ferrymen. . 

See c. IS, § 74; c. 35, § 3; 26 :Me. 360; 79 :Me. 120; *I25 M~. 327. 
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Sec. 4. Tickets of names kept in jury-box, liable to be drawn once in three 
years. R. S. c. III, § 4. After the list of jurors is approved by the town, the 
boarcl. shall write their names upon tickets, and place them in the jury-box, 
to be kept by the town clerk; and the persons whose names are in the box are 
liable to be drawn and to serve on any jury, at any court for which they are 
drawn, once in every three years and not oftener, except as herein provided. 

*125 Me. 325. . 
Sec. 5. Number kept in jury-box; for what causes, names may be with

drawn. R. S. c. III, § 5. 192I; c. 145. Each town shall provide, and con
stantly keep in the box, a number of names ready to be drawn when required, 
not less than one nor more than two for every fifty persons in the town, accord
ing to the census taken next before preparing the box; and the board shall 
withdraw from it the name of any person convicted of any scandalous crime 
or guilty of any gross immorality. 

See § 16; 64 Me. 549. 
Sec. 6. Counties divided into jury districts. R. S.c. III, § 6. Within one 

year after eVery new census, and oftener if a considerable change of population 
renders it proper, the county commissioners shall divide their county into not 
less than four, nor more than twelve districts numerically designated; and they 
shall place as many adjoining towns in each district, as will make the number 
of inhabitants in each, according to the last census, as nearly equal as may be, 
without dividing a town; and shall deliver a copy of such division immediately 
to the clerk of courts in their county. 
. 65 Me. 161. . 

'Sec.7. Rule by which clerk shall issue venires. R. S. C. III, § 7. The grand 
ind.'traverse jurors shall be drawn from each jury district in such manner as 
to"cause jurors, at each term of court, to come from every part of the county 
'as' equally as may be, ~nd so far as practicable, from every town in rotation, 
having regard to the number of its inhabitants, taking not more than two grand 
jurors and two traverse jurors from the same town at the same time, unless 
from necessity, or some extraordinary cause, or to equalize the service; and 
the clerk of ,courts shall issue venires to the constables of towns and organized 
plantations, and the constables, marshals and deputy marshals of cities accord
ingly. 

Issue and Service of Venires. 

Sec. 8. Venires for grand jurors; for traverse jurors. R. S. C. III, § 8. 
Venires for grand jurors to serVe at the terms of the superior court, shall 
be issued annually by each clerk for his respective county, forty days at 
least before the first criminal term to be held in said county on or after the 
first day of September; and the grand jurors shall serVe at each term for the 
transaction of criminal business, during the year. Venires for traverse jurors 
shall be seasonably issued before each term of the court, and at such other 
times, as the court orders . 

. 66 Me. 148; *67 IVIe. 332. 
Sec. 9. Distribution of venires and notice of meetings to draw jurors. R. S. 

C. III, § 9. The constables of the towns and organized plantations, and the 
constables, marshals, or deputy marshals of cities, on receipt of such venires, 
shall notify the voters of the town, organized plantation, or city, and especially 
the municipal officers and town, plantation, and city clerk, by posting notices 
in two public and conspicuous places therein, and by delivering to at least two 
of the municipal officers and the town, plantation, or city clerk written notice 
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of said meeting at least four days before such meeting to assemble and be 
present at the draft of jurors called for, which shall be fourteen days at least 
before the time when they are ordered to attend court. 

64 Me. 533; *67 Me. 335· 
Sec. 10. Grand jurors irregularly drawn or incompetent to be discharged 

by court; vacancies, how :filled. R. S. C. III, § 10. When any justice of the 
court in term time or vacation, is satisfied that any persons returned or act
ing on the grand jury, were irregularly drawn, or are otherwise incompetent 
to act thereon, he ~hall discharge them, and send a certificate stating their 
names, to the clerk of courts for such county, which shall be recorded by him, 
and ordering him to issue venires for such number of new jurors, as the justice 
deems necessary. The clerk shall issue venires as directed. which shall be 
served ten days at least before the time when such jurors are ordered to attend 
court, and the jurors thus drawn shall serve, with those not discharged, for 
the remainder of the year. VVhen the number of grand jurors is reduced by 
death or otherwise, such justice shall direct venires to be issued and served as 
aforesaid, for the additional number that he deems necessary to serve for the 
remainder of the year. 

Draft of Jurors; Their Attendance. 

Sec. II. Mode of drawing jurors. R. S. C. III, § II. The town clerk, or, 
in his absence. one of the municipal officers, shall carry the jury-box into the 
meeting, and it shall there be unlocked, and the tickets mixed by a majority of 
said officers present; one of them shall draw out as many tickets as there are 
jurors required; and the persons whose names are drawn shall be returned as 
jurors, unless they have served on the jury within three years, or, from sick
ness, or absence beyond sea, or without the limits, or in distant parts of the 
state, they are considered by the tmvn unable to attend. 

See § 16; 125 Me. 326. 
Sec. 12. Completing draft. R. S. C. I II, § 12. In either of said cases, or 

if a person is drawn who has been appointed to an office exempting him from 
serving, others shall be drawn in their stead; but any person thus excused, or 
returned and attending court, and there excused, shall not be excused on an
other draft, although within three years; and when all the persons, whose 
names are in the box, have served within three years, or are not liable to serve, 
the selectmen shall draw out the required number of those who have not served 
for eighteen months; and the clerk shall certify on the venire, that all persons 
whose names are in the box have served within three years, or are not liable 
to serve. 

*125 :Me. 326. 
Sec. 13. Date of draft to be indorsed on ticket. R.- S. C. III, § 13. When a 

juror is drawn and not excused by the town, the municipal officers who drew his 
ticket shall indorse thereon the date of the draft and return it into the box. 

Sec. 14. Notice to jurors, and return of venires. R. S. C. III, § 14. A con
stable of a town or organized plantation, or the constables, marshals, or deputy 
marshals of cities, shall notify the persons thus drawn ten days at least before 
the sitting of the court by giving them in hand, or leaving at their usual place 
of abode a written notice that they have- been drawn, and of the time and place 
of the sitting of the court where they must attend; and shall make a seasonable 
return of the venire with his doings thereon. 

5 Me. 335. 
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Sec. IS. Attendance by jurors. R. S. C. III, § IS. The grand and traVerse 
jurors shall attend on the first day of the term for which they are drawn and 
summoned, unless the court designates a different day; and if so, the venire 
shall specify such day. 

Sec. 16. Selection of jurors in organized plantation. R. S. C. III, § 16. 
The provisions of this chapter in relation to the selection and service of jurors, 
shall apply to organized plantations as well as to towns and cities. 

Penalties. 

Sec. 17. Penalty for neglect of town officers and clerk. R. S. c. III, § 17. 

If the municipal officers or town clerk neglect to perform their duties herein 
required, so ti1at the jurors called for from their town are not returned, they 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars, nor more than fifty. 
dollars each. 

Sec. 18. Penalty for neglect of constable, or of town. R. S. c. III, § 18. 

Any constable, neglecting to perform his duties herein required, shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than twenty dollars; and any town for a like 
neglect of its duties shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hun
dred dollars. 

Sec. 19. Penalty for neglect of clerk, or of sheriff. R. S. C. III, § 19. If 
the clerk of courts or sheriff, neglects to perform his duties so as to prevent a 
compliance with any of the proVisions of this chapter, he shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars. 

*67 Me. 335. 
Sec. 20. Penalty for neglect of juror to attend. R. S. C. III, § 20. Any 

juror, ·who, after being notified and returned, unnecessarily fails in his atten
dance, shall be fined as for contempt, not more than twenty dollars. 

Sec. 21. Penalty for fraud by town officers. R. S. C. III, § 21. Any tO\vn 
clerk or municipal officer, who commits a fraud on the box previous to the draft, 
in drawing a juror or in returning a name, which had been fairly drawn, into 
the box, and drawing another in its stead, or in any other mode, shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars. 
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