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electricity, and doing business in the state, shall run any railroad, or street­
car over, upon or along any street or highway within the state, unless such 
car _shall be equipped with a safety device commonly known and called a 
fender. The term fender as herein before used shall be deemed to mean 
an attachment devised to prevent accidents, and shall be of such form­
and be attached to the car or cars III a ma,nner approved by the public 
utilities commission. 
. Sec. 40. Penalty. 1915, c. 231, § 4. Any person, company, corporation 
or association failing to equip cars operated as aforesaid shall be punished 
by a fine not exceeding ten dollars a day for each and every car in service 
without said -equipment. 

Provisions for weekly payment of wages apply to street railroads, (". 49, § 34. 
Crossings of other railroads regulated, c. 56, §§ 75, 76. 
Construction and maintenance of bridges over which railroad passes, c. 56, §§ 77, 78. 
Evasion of fare, c. 57, § 8. 
Disorderly conduct or intoxication on street-car, c. 57, §§ 70, 71. 
Intoxication of conductor pr motorman, penalty; c. 57, § 64. 
Conditional sale of railroad equipment, c. 57, §§ 88, 91. 
Fraudulent issue and use of transfers prohibited, c. 128, § II. 
Injuries to fixtures of electric power line, c. 129, §§ 10-12. 

CHAPTER 59 .. 

Corporations for Navigation by Steam. Unclaimed Baggage and 
Merchandise. 

Sec. I. Treasurer's office. R. S. c. 54, § I. Treasurers of corporations 
created for navigation by steam shall keep an office within the state. 

Sec. 2. Liability for neglect and misconduct. - R. S. c. 54, § 2. Such 
corporations are liable for breach of contracts, express or implied, made 
as common carriers; for their neglect and misconduct; and for that of their 
-agents, to the same extent as owners of vessels are by the maritime law. 

57 Me. 2II. 

Sec. 3. Boats liable for loss or damage of property transported, and 
may be attached. R. S. c. 54, § 3. For loss or damage of property trans­
ported on a river, stream or bay, by boat for hire, the boat is liable, whether 
owned or not by the person undertaking such transportation, and may be 
attached on a writ against him, sued out. within sixty days after such loss 
or damage, and sold like other personal property on an execution issued 
on the judgment recovered in such suit, and any surplus shall be paid to 
the owner of the boat. Such attachment is effectual against any convey­
ance or lien after such loss or injury, and prior to the attachment. 

Provisions for Safety on Inland Steamers. 

Sec. 4. Boats navigating inland waters shall show lights; penalty. I9II, 
c. 79. Every boat navigating any lake, river, stream, pond or other inland 
waters of this state, between the hours of sunset and sunrise, whether pro­
pelled by steam or any other power, shall show either a bright white light 
of such a character and so placed as to be visible on a clear dark night, 
at least one-half mile in every direction, or instead thereof one green light 
on the starboard side and one red light on the port side, so constructed 
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as to show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of 
the compass, so fixed as to' throw the light from right ahead to two 
points abaft the beam on the starboard and port sides, respectively,. and 
of such a character as to be visible at least two thousand feet on a clear 
dark night. Whoever neglects or wilfully refuses to observe the provisions 
of this section shall be liable. to a penalty of ten dollars, and for all dam­
ages sustained by any person thereby. 

Sec. 5. Steamboats on inland waters. R. S. c. 54, § 4. I9I3, c. I36. 
All vessels propelled by steam upon inland waters are subject to the fol­
lowing provisions; and before being so employed they shall be examined 
and receive the certificate of the inspectors authorizing their employment. 
And all boats and vessels, propelled by gasoline, gas, petroleum in any 
form, or electricity, and used for the transporting and carrying of passen­
gers for hire upon the inland waters of the state, shall be subject to the 
provisions of this and the ten sections immediately following, excepting 
seven and ten, and the application of said sections seven and ten to this 
class of boats and vessels, shall be left to the discretion of the inspectors, 
who may, if they deem it advisable, cause compliance with the same. 

Sec. 6. Inspectors, their appointment and qualification; tenure. R. S. 
c. 54, § 5. The governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall 
appoint two inspectors of steamboats, of suitable qualifications, one of 
whom shall have a practical knowledge of ship-building, and the other, of 
the construction and use of boilers, engines and their appurtenances; they 
shall continue in office for five years, unless sooner removed for good cause, 
and may be reappointed at the expiration of their term. 

Sec. 7. Steamboats, mode of construction; duty of inspectors as to pro­
visions for safety. R. S. c. 54, § 6. All vessels mentioned in section five, 
except as otherwise therein provided, shall be so constructed that the wood­
work about the boilers, chimneys, fire-boxes, cook-houses, stove and steam­
pipes, exposed to ignition, shall be so shielded by some incombustible ma­
terial, that the air may circulate freely between such material and wood­
work, or other ignitible substances; and before granting a certificate of 
inspection, the inspectors shall require all other necessary provisions to be 
made throughout such vessel as they judge expedient to guard against loss 
or damage by fire. 

Sec. 8. Vessels to be supplied: with boats, life-lines, etc.; discipline of 
crews. R. S. c. 54, § 7. Every such vessel shall have at least one sub­
stantial boat, with life-lines attached, and properly supplied with oars, and 
kept tight and in good condition at all times and ready for immediate use; 
also such other boats, if any, as the inspectors, on account of the route or 
the number of passengers, deem requisite, and the master of such vessel 
shall exercise and discipline his crew in the launching, use and management 
of the boats until they become skilful boatmen. 

Sec. 9. Life preservers; floats; buckets and axes. R. S. c. 54, § 8. 
Every vessel mentioned in section five shall be provided with a good life 
preserver, made of suitable material, to the acceptance of the inspectors, 
for every passenger which she is authorized to transport, also for every 
one of her crew, which life preservers shall be kept in convenient, accessible 
places in such vessel, in readiness for immediate use in case of accident, 
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and the places where the same are so kept shall be designated in the in­
spectors' certificate, and also ·pointed out by printed notices posted in such 
places as the inspectors direct; floats may also be required by said inspectors. 
Every such vessel shall carry such number of buckets and axes for use in 
case of fire as the inspectors shall consider necessary. 

Sec. 10. Stairways and gangways; penalty for obstructing. R. S. c. 54; 
§ 9. Every such vessel shall be provided with permanent ·stairways and 
other sufficient means convenient for passing from one deck to the other, 
with gangways large. enough to alloW persons freely to pass, which shall 
always be open, fore and aft of the length of the vessel, and to and along 
the guards; and whoever obstructs said gangways by freight or otherwise 
forfeits fifty dollars. 

Sec. II. Inspectors, their duty. R. S. c. 54, § 10. The inspectors shall 
annually, or oftener if they have good cause to believe it reasonable, inspect 
every vessel of the description mentioned in section five, examine carefully 
her hull, engine, boiler, boats and other equipment, apply proper tests to 
her boilers, ascertain how long it will be safe to use the same, determine 
the pressure of steam to be allowed, and so regulate the fusible plugs, safety­
valves and steam-cocks, as to insure safety; and they may require such 
changes, repairs and improvements to be adopted and used as they deem 
prudent for the contemplated route; they shall also fix the number of passen­
gers to be transported, and no greater number shall be received or allowed 
at anyone time, under a penalty of ten dollars, to be paid by the master, 
for each passenger in excess of the allowed number, unless special permis­
sion is first· obtained from the inspectors, under such precautions as they 
deem expedient. 

Sec. 12. Certiiicate of inspection, specifications. R. S. c. 54, § II. The 
inspectors, if satisfied that such vessel is in all respects safe and in con­
formity to this chapter and their requirements, shall give their certificate, 
setting forth the age of the vessel and date of inspection, the name of the 
master and vessel, the age of the boilers, the pressure of ~team that she is 
authorized to carry, the number of boats and life preservers required, and 
the number of passengers that she can transport, one copy of which cer­
tificate and of sections five to sixteen both inclusive of this chapter shall 
be kept posted in some conspicuous place upon such vessel. 

Sec. 13. Officers to be licensed; penalty for acting without license. R. 
S. c. 54, § 12. Every person employed as master, pilot or engineer on board 
such vessel, shall be examined by the inspectors as to his qualifications, 
and if satisfied therewith they shall grant him a license for the office for 
one year; said license shall be framed under glass and posted in some con­
spicuous place on board such vessel. Whoever acts as master, pilot or 
engineer without having first received such license, shall be fined fifty 
dollars for every day that he so acts; and such license continues in force 
for one year, unless revoked by the inspectors for intemperance, incom­
petency or wilful violation of duty. But any master, pilot or engineer 
holding a license for any such vessel on any line owning or navigating 
more than one vessel, may under such license be employed on any vessel 
owned or navigated by the persons ownirig or navigating the vessel for 
which said officer obtained his license. 
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Sec. I4. Compliance with this chapter compulsory; penalty for viola­
tion; investigation in case of damage by collision, :fire or steam. Deficiency. 
of licensed officers temporarily supplied; owners and master not liable in 
certain cases. R. S. c. 54, § I3. All vessels ~escribed in section five shall 
comply with all the .terms and provisions of sections five to sixteen both 
inclusive, of this chapter, and with all orders, regulations and requirements 
of the inspectors; and if any such vessel is navigated without complying 
therewith, or without the certificate of the inspectors, the owners and maste~ 
severally forfeit to the state five hundred dollars for each offense, half 
thereof for the informer, unless otherwise provided, for which sum the 
vessel ·so engaged is liable, and may be proceeded against in a qui tam 
action by attachment commenced within sixty days after the commission 
of the offense, or said penalty may be recovered by indictment. In case 
of damage by fire or by explosion of steam or by collision, the inspectors 
shall forthwith investigate the cause thereof, and if found by them to have 
been occasioned by a violation of any of the aforesaid provisions, ot of 
the orders, regulations and requirements of said inspectors, they shall so 
certify to the governor, and to the county attorney in the county where 
the offense was committed, together with the names of the parties and wit­
nesses, and prosecution shall forthwith be instituted against all parties 
liable. But if any such vessel is deprived of the services of any licensed 
officer, without the consent, fault or collusion of the master, owner or any 
person interested in the vessel, the deficiency may be temporarily supplied, 
until another licensed officer can be obtained; provided, however, that if 
the owners and master of such vessel seasonably notify the inspectors of 
the expiration of her certificate, and request a new. inspection and certifi­
cate, and said inspectors fail to make said inspection and issue said certifi­
cate, if the vessel is entitled thereto, such owners and master are not liable 
for any of the penalties provided in this chapter on account of navigating 
said vessels without a certificate of inspection. 

Sec. IS. Rec()very of damages for death by collision, explosion or :fire; 
persons damaged in person or property entitled to remedy; liability of oWl.!­
ers, limited. R. S. c. 54, § I4. If the death of any person is caused by 
such collision, explosion or fire, his executors or administrators may recover 
therefor from the owners or master of the vessel, for the benefit of the 
widow and children, if any, of the deceased, othenvise for the benefit of 
his estate, such damages, not exceeding five thousand dollars, as the jury 
assess; and for the damages so recovered, a lien is created upon such vessel, 
which takes precedence of all other liens, claims, rights or interest therein, 
and may be enforced by attachment against her on the original writ; any 
party claiming an interest in said vessel may intervene, and on proof of 
any right, claim or interest therein may be allowed to appear and defend 
the same; any person damaged in his person or property by such explosion 
or fire, is entitled to like remedies to the same extent and effect and with 
thl~ l:-ame proceedings for the rrcovery of his damages; if any of the crew 
of said vessel, or persons in her employment, thus sustains injury, his ex­
ecutors and administrators are entitled to all the benefit· of this section, if 
the jury are satisfied that the negligence of the party thus injured did not 
occasion or contribute materially to the injury; the liability of the owners 
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shall not exceed twice -the value of the vessel at the commencement of the 
trip _ upon which the injury is sustained, and if the damages assessed in all 
the cases exceed such sum, the same shall be apportioned pro rata by the 
court in which the suit wherein the earliest attachment was made, is pend­
ing, and judgment shall be rendered in the several cases against the owners 
for the proportionate amount of double the value of such vessel. 

Sec. 16. Compensation of _inspectors; fees for inspection and license. R. 
S. c. 54, § 15. Ig0g, C.225. IgII, c. 58. The inspectors shall each receive 
from the state, the sum of four dollars a day for the time they are actually 
employed under this chapter, and shall also be paid their -actual expenses 
incurred in performing the duties imposed upon them by this chapter. The 
owners of each vessel' inspected and certified under this chapter, shall pay 
to the inspectors the sum of five dollars, and each person licensed under this 
chapter shall pay to the inspectors the sum of two dollars for each original 
license, and two dollars for each renewal of the same; provided, that in 
the case of vessels of five tons of mea~urement or -less, no fees, either for 
inspection or for licenses, shall be required .or paid; provided, also, that in 
cases where the master is also pilot of the vessel he shall not be required to 
hold two licenses, but may act in either or both capacities under one· license, 
such license stating on its face that he is authorized to do so. The inspectors 
shall account for all such sums and pay the same into the state treasury. 

Note. Penalty for disorderly conduct on .steamboat, c. 57, §§ 70, 71; for evading 
payment of fare, c. 57, § 8; for loitering without right, c. 57, §§ 9, 10; for negligent 
management of steam-boiler resulting in loss of life, c. 120, § 6. 

Unclaimed Baggage and Merchandise. 

Sec. 17. Merchandise unclaimed for six months, may be sold to pay 
charges. R. S. c. 54, § 16. Ig13, C. 71. VVhenever baggage, goods, mer­
chandise, packages or parcels, transported by any railroad, steamboat, ex­
press or stage company, existing by virtue of the laws of this state, remain 
unclaimed for six months after its arrival at the point to which it shall have 
been directed, the same may be sold at auction in the city or town where 
said railroad, steamboat, express or stage company has its general or prin­
cipal office, or any freight house; and whenever baggage, goods, merchan­
dise, packages or parcels transported by any railroad, steamboat, express or 
stage company, not existing by virtue of the la-ws of this state, and having 
no office of president, treasurer, clerk or general superintendent within this 
state, but doing business in this state, remain unclaimed for six months 
after its arrival at the poi-nt to which it shall' have been directed, the same 
may -be sold at auction, to pay the charges thereon and the expense of 
advertising and selling. -

See c. 39, § 10. 

Sec. 18. Notice of sale; -disposal of proceeds. R. S. c. 54, § 17. Any 
company existing by vi-rtue of the laws of this state holding any such ar­
ticles or merchandise, shall before selling the same, give thirty days' notice 
of the time and -place -of sale, in four public newspapers, one published at 
Portland, in the -county of Cumberland; one_published at Augusta, in the 
county of Kennebec; one published at Lewiston, in the county of Andros­
coggin; and one published at Bangor, in the county of Penobscot; said 
notices shall contain a brief description and list of all such property, and 



984 
CHAP. 59 

UNCLAIMED BAGGAGE AND MERCHANDISE. 

shall describe such marks thereon as may serve to identify them, together 
with the name of the consignee and the place to which said articles were 
billed. Any company not existing by virtue of the laws of this state, and 
having no office or president, treasurer, clerk or general superintendent, 
within this state, but doing business within this state, before selling any 
such articles or merchandise, shall give thirty days' notice of the time and 
place of sale, by publishing notice in some public newspaper, printed in the 
county where such merchandise is so held, thr~e weeks successively, the last 
publication to be at least seven days before the day appointed for the sale; 
if no newspaper is published in the county where such articles or merchan­
dise are so held, such notice shall be published in some newspaper in an 
adjoining county. Such articles or merchandise shall be sold at the place 
where held. The proceeds of all goods so sold, after deducting the costs 
of transportation, storage, advertising and sale, shall be placed to the credit 
of the owner, in the books of the company making the sale; and shall be 
paid to him on demand; and such company shall not be liable to said owner 
of such property for any grea~er sum than so received from said sal~. 

Sec. 19. Common carriers may sell perishable goods which owner neg­
lects 01: refuses to receive. R. S. c. 54, § 18. When a common carrier has 
transported property of a perishable nature, which cannot be kept without 
great deterioration or substantial destruction, to its place of. destination, 
and has notified the owner or consignee of the arrival of the same, and the 
owner or consignee, after such notice, has refused or omitted to receive 
and take away the same and pay the freight and proper charges thereon, 
said carrier may, in the exercise of a reasonable discretion, sell the same 
at public or private sale without advertising, and the proceeds, after deduct­
ing the amount of said freight and charges and expenses of sale, shall be 
held for the persons entitled thereto; and if the owner or consignee cannot 
be found on reasonable inquiry, the sale may be made without such notice. 

Se~. 20. May sell livestock after owner has been notified and refused to 
take away; proceedings, when owner or consignee cannot be found; notice 
of sale. R. S. c.· 54, § 19. When a common carrier has transported live­
stock which can be kept only at continual expense, to its place of destina­
tion, and has notified the owner or consignee of the arrival of the same, 
and the owner or consignee after such notice has refused or omitted to 
receive and take away the same and pay the freight and proper charges 
thereon, said carrier may cause the same to be sold at auction to pay the 
freight and charges thereon, including the cost of keeping, and the expenses 
of. advertising and selling; and if the owner or consignee cannot be found 
on reasonable inquiry, the carrier may cause the same to be adverti.sed and 
sold as aforesaid without such notice. Before selling any such livestock, 
the common carrier holding the same shall give two weeks' notice of the 
time and place of sale in a newspaper published in the place where said 
livestock is held, if any; othenvise in a newspaper published at a place 
nearest thereto. Said notice shall reasonably describe said livestock; and 
the proceeds of sale, after deducting the amount of freight and charges, 
including the cost of keeping, and the expenses of advertising and sale, 
shall be held for the persons entitled thereto. 
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Sec. 21. All sales shall be recorded. R. S. c. 54, § 20. All sales under 
the foregoing provisions, shall be recorded in a suitable book, open to the 
inspection of claimants, in which the articles sold shall be correctly de­
scribed, and the charges and expenses thereon, and the price at which they 
were sold, shall be entered. 

Transportation of Property in Dispute. 

Sec. 22. Transportation of property, when the title is in dispute. R. S. 
c. 54, § 21. When property is delivered to a common carrier, for trans­
portation, and any person other than the consignor or consignee shall claim 
the title to such property and shall forbid its transportation, he shall forth­
with give written notice to the carrier forbidding its transportation, and 
thereupon the carrier shall be authorized to delay the transportation .for 
the space of five days, and unless within such five days such claimant shall 
repievy such property, or if he shall fail to give such written notice, the 
carrier is authorized to proceed with the transportation of such property 
and shall not be liable for so transporting. 

Note. Supreme Judicial Court has jurisdiction in equity, of bill of interpleader 
where a common carrier is plaintiff, c. 82, § 6, n viii. 

CHAPTER 60. 

Telegraph and Telephone Companies, Gas, and Electric Light and 
Power Companies. 

Sections 1-18 The Organization of Electric and Gas Companies; their 
Powers and the Restrictions thereon. 

Sections 19-22 Inspection of Meters. 
Sections 23-25 Duties of Telegraph Companies. 
Sections 26--37 Regulation of Poles and Wires. 

The Organization of Electric and Gas Companies; Their Powers and the 
Restrictions Thereon. 

Sec. I. Transmission of electric power beyond limits of state, prohibited. 
1909, c. 244, §§ I, 3. No corporation, unless expressly authorized so to do 
by special act of the legislature, shall transmit or convey beyond the con­
fines of the state for the purpose of furnishing power, heat or light, any 
electric current generated directly or indirectly by any water power in this 
state; nor sell or furnish, directly or indirectly, to any person, firm or cor­
poration, any electric current so generated to be transmitted or conveyed 
beyond the confines of the state for any of such purposes. Nothing in this 
section, however, shall prevent any railroad corporation doing business in 
this state from transmitting electric current, however generated,beyond 
the confines of the state for the purpose of operating its road between some 
point in this state and any point or points beyond its· confines ; nor shall 
this section apply to any corporation engaged OIJ. the third day of July, one 
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