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PARDONS.

139.

-at expiration of term of
commitmen t
if still insane,
conyict may
be removed
to insane
hospital.

the state prison such person has not become of sound mind in the opl!1!On
of the superintendent of the insane hospital at Augusta, prison physician
and warden, he shall be removed by them to one of the insane hospitals.
Persons committed by a judge of the supreme judicial or a superior court
before final conviction, or after conviction and b'efore sentence whether
originally committed or subsequently removed thereto, and insane convicts
after the expiration of their sentences, shall be supported while in the
insane hospital in the manner provided by law in the case of persons
committed by municipal officers, and the provisions of sections twentytwo to twenty-five inclusive, of chapter one hundred forty-four shall apply
to such cases.

OHAPTER 139.
PARDONS, AND

FUGITIVES FROllI

JUSTICE.

PARDONS.

Notice shall
be given to
county attorney. on all
petitions for
pardon.

R. S .. c. 13S, § 2.
IS93. c. 2UIj.

-if requirad.
he shall
attend hearing.

-judge ,and
prosecuting
officer, who
tried case.
may be
required to
furnish facts.
Wh£n state
prison sentenee may
be commuted
to imprisonment in jail.
R. S., c. 13S, § 3.

SEC. 1.
On all petitions to the governor for pardon or commutation of
sentences; written notice thereof shall be given to the county attorney for
the county where the case was tried at least three weeks before the time
of the hearing thereon, and three weeks' notice in some newspaper printed
and published In said county; and if the crime for which said pardon is
asked is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, the county attor~
ney for the county where the case was tried shall upon the request of the
'governor and council, attend the meeting of the go\rernor and council at
which the petition is to be heard, and the governor and council shall allow
him his necessary expenses for such attendance, and a reasonable compensation for his services to be paid from the state treasury out of the appropriation for costs in criminal prosecutions. The governor and council
may require the judge and prosecuting officer who tried the case to furnish them a concise statement thereof as proved at the trial and any other
facts bearing on the propriety of granting pardon or commutation.
SEC. 2.
'Vhen a person is sentenced to confinement in the state prison,
the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, may, if he deems
it consistent with the public interest and the welfare of the convict, commute said sentence to imprisonment in any county jail, there to be supported at the ch·arge of the state, at an expense not exceeding the price
paid for the support of other prisoners in said jail.

CONDITION AI.

Governor
may grant
-conditional
pardons.
R. S •• c. 1l!8, § 4.
See IConstitution. Art. v.
part I, § 11.

Conditions under which
. convict may
be again
. arrested .
.E. S., c. 138, § 5.

PARDONS.

SEC. 3.
In any case in which the governor is authorized by the constitution to grant a pardon, he may, by and with the advice and consent
of the council, and upon petition o~ the person convicted, grant it upon
such conditions, with such restrictions and under such limitations 'as he
deems proper, and he may issue his warrant to all proper officers to' carry
such pardon into effect; which warrant shall be obeyed and executed
instead of the sentence originally awarded.
SEC. 4. "Vhen a convict has been pardoned on conditions to be observed
and performed by him, and the warden of the state prison, or keeper of
the jail, where the convict was confined, has reason to believe that he has

FUGITIVES FROM JUSTIC{
violated the same, such officer shall forthwith cause him to be arrested
and detained until the case can be examined by the governor and council;
and the officer making the arrest shall forthwith give them notice thereof,
in writing:
SEc. 5. The governor and council shall, upon receiving such notice,
examine the case of such convict, and if it appears by his own admission
or by evidence, that he has violated the conditions of his pardon, the
governor, with the 'advice and consent of the council, shall order him to
be remanded and confined for the unexpired term of the sentence. In
computing the period of his confinement, the time between the pardon
and the subsequent arrest shall not be reckoned as part of the term of his
sentence. If it appears to the governor and council that he has not broken
the conditions of his pardon, he shall be discharged.
SEC. 6. "\iVhen a convict is pardoned, or his punishment is commuted,
the officer to whom the warrant for that purpose is issued shall, as soon as
rriay be after executing the same, make return thereof, under his hand,
with his doings thereon, to the office of the secretary of state; and he
shall also file in the clerk's office of the court in which the offender was
convicted, an attested copy of the warrant and return, a brief abstract
whereof the clerk shall subjoin to the record of the conviction and sentence.
FUGITIVES FRo"r JUS'rICE IN THIS STATE.
SEC. 7. In any case, authorized by the constitution and laws of the
United States, the governor may appoint an ·agent to demand and receive
of the executive authority of any other state, any fugitive from justice
charged with any crime in this state; and the accounts of such agent shall
be audited and paid from the treasury by order of the governor and
council.
SEC. 8. "\Vhenever a prisoner convicted of, or charged with, a capital
crime or other high offense, escapes from prison in this state; or there
is reasonable cause to believe that a person who is charged with such
offense and has not been apprehended therefor, cannot be arrested and
secured in the ordinary course of proceedings, the governor may, upon
application in writing, of the attorney general or county attorney for the
. county in which such offense was committed, and upon such terms and
conditions as he deems expedient and proper, offer a suitable reward, not
exceeding one thousand dollars, for the arrest, return and delivery into
custody of such escaped prisoner or fugitive from justice; and upon satisfactory proof that the terms and conditions of such offer have been complied with, he may, with the advice and consent of the council, draw his
warrant upon the treasurer for the payment thereof.

FUGITIVES FRo"r JUS'rICE IN OTHER STATES.
SEC. 9. "\iVhen such demand as is mentioned in section seven is rrmde
on the governor of this state, and he is satisfied, on examination of the
ground~ thereof, that it is according to law and ought to be granted, he
shall issue his warrant, under the seal of the state, authorizing the agent
making the demand, at his own expense, to take and transport such fugitive to the line of the state at the time designated in the warrant, and
shall therein require the civil officers of the state to afford all needful
aid in its execution.
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COlWNERS' INQUESTS.

CHAP. 140.

SEC. 10. '¥hen such fugitive from justice in another state is found
in this state, any court or magistrate authorized to issue warrants in
criminal cases, may, on complaint under oath, setting forth the offense
and other facts necessary to bring the case within the provisions of law,
grant a warrant and have the accused arrested for examination as in
other cases.
How such
SEC. II. On such examination, if the court or magistrate believes that
case shall be
examined.
the complaint is true, and that the accused can lawfully be demanded of
R. S., c. 138, § 12.
the governor, the case shall be adjourned long enough to obtain an executive warrant; and if the offense is bailable, the accused may recognize
with sufficient sureties to appear at the adjournment; and if he does not
so recognize, or the offense is not bailable, he shall be committed; and if
any such recognizance is forfeited, the same proceedings shall be had as
in case of other recognizances.
SEC .. 12. If th~ accused appears at the adjournment, he shall be disWhen such
prisoner shall .charged, unless some person is authorized to receive him by an executive
be discharged
at the adwarrant, or another adjournment is ordered for sufficient cause, and in
journed day.
R. S., c. 138. § 13. that case the s-ame proceedings shall be had as at the first adjournment;
but nothing in this, or the two preceding sections, shall prevent the arrest
of any accused by an executive warrant, and such arrest discharges any
such existing recognizance.
SEC. 13. The complainant is answerable in -all such cases for the actual
The complainant is
costs and charges and the support in prison of the accused when coma.nswerable
for costS.
mitted, to be paid as a creditor pays for his debtor committed on execution;
R. S., c. 138. ~ 14.
and if his support in prison is not so paid, the jailer may discharge the
SeE! c. 114, § 81.
accllsed 'as if he were committed on execution for debt.

When the
court or magistrate may
issue a
warrant for
the arrest of
a fugitive.
R. S., c. 138, § 11.

CHAPTER 140.
,Vhen an
inquest shall
be taken.
R. S., c. 139. § 1.
See c. 52, § 68.

-form of
coroner's
warrant.

CORONERS' INQUESTS.
,sEC. I. Coroners shall hold inquests on dead bodies of such persons
only as appear or are supposed to have come to their death by violence,
and not when it is believed that their death was caused by ca;ualty; and
as soon as a coroner is notified of any such dead body in his county, he
shall make out his warrant in the following form, directed to any of the
constables of the same or an adjoining town in said county, requiring
him forthwith to summon a jury of six good and lawful men of their
towns to appear before him at the time and place fixed in the warrant:
"[L. s.] To either of the constables in the town of - - , in'the county
of - - ,
GREETING.
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required immediately to summon six good and lawful men of said town of - - , to appear
before me, one of the coroners of said county of - - , at the dwellinghouse of - - -'-," (or "at the place called _ _,") "within said town
at the hour of - - , - M., then and there to inquire upon and viyw the
body of - - - - , there lying dead, how and in what manner he came
to his death. Fail not herein at your peril.
Given under my hand and seal, at - - , the - - day of - - , A. D.,
19-.
S. F."

