
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



, FOURTH REVI ION. 

THE 

REVISED STATUTES', 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED ,AUGUST 29, 1883, AND TAKING EFFECT JANUARY 1,1884. 

BY THE 'AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

PORTLAND: 

PUBLISHED BY LORING, SHORT & HARMON 

WILLIAM M. MARKS, PRINTER. 

1884. 

FAJ:UvllNGTON STATE TEACHERS COllEGE 
LIBRARY 
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rection, or at any town farm or alms-house in the town in which the CHAP.141. 
offence was committed, and by fine not exceeding ten dollars, and in 
default of payment he shall be imprisoned for an additional thirty days. 

SEC. 24. The keeper of the jail, work-house, house of correction, or 

in case of a sentence to any town farm Ol~ alms-house, the overseers 'of 

the poor of such town, or the keeper or agent of such to"l't'lJ. farm or alms­

house, may require such convict to labor at any lawful work within the 

Such convict 
maybe 
required 
to labor. 
1876, c.H7, § 3. 

town where such institution is situated, ancl may appoint any suitable -keeper may 
be appointed. 

person keeper over him, and may collect and receive the wages, compen-

sation or profits of his labor, and at the expiration of such sentence pay -convict is 
entitled to 

to the convict such reasonable compensation, as in their judgment the tbenetpro:fits 

profits of his labor will warrant, deducting therefrom, the costs of com- ~~t~~sJ:~~~t­
mitment and any fine imposed uncleI' the preceding section. ing expenses. 

SEC. 25. Persons shall be committed to work-houses, or houses of Magistrates 
. nl .. f h fti di . !!. only shall 

correctlOn, 0 y upon convICtlOn 0 teo ences, acts, or con tlOns lor commit. 

hi h h . t b I th' db!! ., I 1876 c.H7 § 4. W C suc cOillIDltmen s are y aw au orlZe, elore some mumClpa ' , 

or police court, or trial justice. 

CH.APTER 142. 

THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. THE MAINE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS. 
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SEC. 19. 

THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 
Appointment, term of office, powers, duties and pay <if trustees. 
"Who may be sentenced to the state reform school. 
Same subject; expenses of commitment and subsistence, how paid. ' 
Residence, if known, shall be set out in the mittimus: Notice. 
Superintendent may recover expenses from the town; remedy of town. 
How boys shall be instructed and disciplined. 
Proceedings, when trustees or superintende)1t do not receive a boy, or when 

he is incorrigible. 
Costs of transportation shall be paid by the county. 
Term of commitment, and effect of discharge. 
Trustees may bind out boys on probation. When 'such boys may be 

returned to the school, to serve out alternative sentence. 
Superintendent shall prepare a list of boys suitfLble to apprentice. 
In what branches, boys shall be instructed. Trustees shall make·rules and 

specify punishments, subject to the approval of governor and council. 
Powers and duties of the superintendent. Bond. His books and accounts. 
All contracts shall be made by the superintendent, and be approved by the 

trustees. Suits thereon. 
Visits and examinations by the trustees; quarterly and annual reports. 
Governor shall draw warrants for appropriations. Treasurer of state shall 

pay forty-two dollars annually for the library. 
Inmates shall be classed. Solitary coniinement is forbidden. Exceptions, 

how regulated. Denial of food is prohibited. 
Governor shall appoint a visiting committee. Their duties and powers. 

THE MAINE L'IDUSTRllL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
Application to the' probate judge or to a magistrate, for tbe c~mmitment 

of idle or vicious girls. Notice, hearing and order. 
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CIIAP.142. SEC. 20. Trustees may bind girls to service. Duties and privileges of trustees. 

Government 
of the state 
reform school 
is vested in 
a board of 
five trustees. 
ISS0, c. 2:'11. 

,72 Me., 556. 

-their com­
pensation. 

-powers 
and duties. 

-they may 
contract with 
the attorney 
genf'ralof 
the Unitrd 
States. for 
the support of 
juvenile 
offenders. 

Boys between 
eight and 
sixteen may 
be-sentenced 
to the 
school. and to 
al ternati ve 
plmisl1ment. 
R.S.,c.I42, § 2. 
47 Me., 484. 

21. Indenture of apprenticeship is not transferable without the consent of 
the trustees. They may cancel or assign the indenture. 

22. Parents or guardian may commit an idle or vicious girl for a limited time, 
on the certificate of the probate judge or of a magish·ate. 

23. Girl, charged with an offence punishable by fine or imprisonment, may be 
committed to the school, and shall not be tried for the offence, after her 
discharge with certificate of good behavior. 

24. If sentenced aud not received, or if discharged for misbehavior, she may 
be punished for her originai offence. 

25. Trustees may refuse to receive, or may discharge a girl after commitment; 
Refusal may be certified on the warrant. If discharged, proceedings. 

26. Precepts, how to be executed; fees of officers. 
27. Record of proceedings shall be filed with the clerk of courts. 
28. Age, parentage, birthplac'e and offence Rhall be certified on the mittimus, 

and such certificate shall charge her town with expenRes. 
29. Notice of commitment shall be given to town. Expenses, how recovered. 
30. Girls shall be insh'ucted in certain useful branches. 
31. Penalty for aiding a girl to escape. 

THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 

SEC. 1. The government of the state reform school, established for 
the instruction, employment, and reform of juvenile offenders, in the 
town of Cape Elizabeth, in the county of Cumberland, is vested in a 
board of five trustees appointed by the governor, with the advice and 
consent of council, and commissioned to hold their offices during the 
pleasure of the governor and council, but not longer than fo~r years under 
one appointment. They shu'!l be allowed aCtual expenses and two dollars 
a day for their senices when employed. They shall have charge of the 
general interests of the institution, and see that its affairs are conducted 
as required by the legislature, and such by-laws as the board may adopt; 
see that proper discipline is maintained therein; provide employment 
for the inmates, aD-d bind them out, dis~harge or remand them, as here­
inafter provided; appoint a superintendent, subject to the aprroval, and 
during the pleasure of the governor and council, and appoint such other 
officers as in their judgment the wants of the institution require; pre- ' 
scribe the duties of all its officers; exercise a vigilant supervision over 
its concerns, remove its subordinate officers at pleasure, and appoint 
others in their stead; determine the compensation of the subordinate 
officers, subject to the approval of the governor and council, and prepare 
and submit by-laws to the governor and council, which shall be valid 
when sanctioned by them. They may contract with the attorney gen­
eral of the United States for the confinement and support in the reform 
school of juvenile offenders against the laws of the United States in 
accordance with sections five thousand five hundred and forty-nine, and 
five thousand five hundred and :fi£ty of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States. 

SEC. 2. "When a boy between the ages of eight and sixteen yeai's is 
convicted before any court or trial justice, of an offence punishable by 
imprisonment in the state prison, not for life, or in the county jail except 
for the offences specified in the next section, such court or justice may 
sentence him to the state reform school, or to the other punishment pro­
vided by law for the same offence. If to the reform school, the sentence 
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shall be conditioned that if such boy is not received or kept there for the 
full term of his sentence, unless sooner discharged by the trustees as 
provided in section seven, he shall then suffer such alternative punish­
ment as the court or justice orders; but no boy shall be committed to 
the reform school who is deaf and dumb, non compos, or insane. 

SEC. 3. When a boy between the ages of eight and six:teen years, 
is convicted, of larceny of property not exceeding one dollar in value, 
of assault and battery, malicious mischief, malicious trespass, desecra­
tion of the Lord's Day, riotous conduct, disturbance of the peace, embez­
zlement, cheating by false pretences, vagrancy, or truancy; of being a 
common rUllaway, drunkard, or pilferer; or of a violation of any munici­
paloI' police regulations of a city or town, punishable in the jail or house 
of correction; the court or justice may sentence him to the reform school, 
or to the other punishment provided for the same-offence, in the manner 
prescribed in section two; and the expenses of conveying such boy, con­
victed of any such offence, to the reform school, and his subsistence and 
clothing during his imprisonment there, not exceeding one dollar a week, 
shall be defrayed by the town where such boy l:esides at the time of his 
commitment, if within the state; otherwise such expense shall be paid by 
the State. 

SEC. 4. The court or trial justice before whom a boy is convicted of 
an offence specified in the preceding section, shall certify in the mi.ttimus 
the city or town in which such boy resides at the time of his commitment, 
if known, which shall be sufficient evidence in the first instance, to charge 
such city or town with his expense at the reform school, not exceeding 
one dollar a week.. The superintendent, upon the commitment of such 
boy shall notify in writing by mail or otherwise, the aldermen of any city, 
or the selectmen of any town so liable, of the name of the boy committed, 
the offence with which he is charged, and the duration of his sentence. 
Such written notice shall be sufficient when made, superscribed and 
directed to said aldermen or selectmen, the postage prepaid, and depos­
ited in the post office in Portland. 
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CHAP.142. 
-deaf and 
dumb, non 
compos or 
insane, shall 
not be sent. 

Boys, 
conlicted 
of certain 
offences, may 
be sent to 
the reform 
school, or to 
suffer other 
~unishlllent: 
RS.,c.H2. § 3. 
73 Me., 379. 

-expenses of 
commitment 
and subsist­
ence, how 
to be paid. 

Court or 
justice, on 
conviction of 
an offence 
specified in 
section three, 
shall certify 
the boy's res­
idence in the 
mittimus. 
R.S .. c.142, §4. 
50 Me., 585. 
-superin­
tendent shall 
notify the 
town liable. 

-notice, how 
to be given. 

SEC. 5. At any time after thr:ee months from the giving of such He may, in 

notice, the superintendent may, in his own name, in behalf of the State, ~i~felfr~~ot~l:r 
recover of such city or town the expenses of clothing and subsistence of expensesfrom 

~ such town. 
such boy, not exceeding one dollal' a week, to the time of commencing R.S.,c.142, § 5. 

57 Me., 346. 
a suit therefor; and such city or town may recover the money paid by -such town 

them, of the parent, master or guardian of such boy, or of the city or. may recover of parent. 
town in which he has a legal settlement. 

SEC. 6. Every boy, so convicted .and sent to said school, shall there 
be kept, disciplined, instructed, employed, and governed, under the direc­
tion of the board of trustees, until the term of his sentence expires, or 
he is discharged as reformed, bound out by said trustees according to 
their by-laws, or remanded to prison under the sentence of the court as 
incorrigible, upon inf~rmation of the trustees, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 7. When a boy is sentenced to said school, and the trustees 
deem it inexpedient to receive him, or he is found incorrigible, or his 
continuance in the school is deemed injurious to its. management and 

How boys 
shall be in­
strncted an d 
disciplined. 
R.S.,c.H2, § 6. 

Proceedings, 
when trus­
tees or sup­
erintendent 
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CHAP.142. 
do not­
receive a boy, 
or he is 
incorrigible. 
R.S.,c.H2, § 7. 

When trans­
portation 
shall be paid 
by the 
county. 
R.S.,c.142, § 8. 
See c. 116, § 5. 

Term of 
commitment, 
and effect of 
the discharge. 
R.S.,c.l42, § 9. 
1881, c. 56, § 2. 

Boys in the 
reform school 
may be 
commi tted on 
probation to 
any suitable 
inhabitant of 
the state. 
1881, c. 56, § 1. 

-when they 
maybe 
returned to 
the school. 

Superin­
tendent shall 
prepare a list 
oflJoys to 
apprentice. 
1878, c. 46. 

-list to be 
published. 

In what 
branches. 
boys shall be 
instructed. 
Hi83, c.250, § 1. 

-trustees 
shall make 
rules, and 
specify 
punishments. 

THE STA.TE REFORM· SCHOOL. [TITLE XII. 

discipline, they shall certify the same upon the mittiinus by which he is 
held, and the mittimus and convict shall be delivered to any proper offi­
cer, who shall forthwith commit said boy to the jail, house of correction, 
or state prison, according to his alternative sentence. The trustees may 
discharge any boy as reformed; and may authorize the superintendent, 
under such rules as they prescribe, to refuse to receive boys sentenced 
to said school, and his certificate thereof shall be as effectual as their own. 

SEC. 8. The costs of transporting a boy to or from the reform 
school, shall, when-not otherwise provided for, be paid out of the treasury 
of the county where he is sentenced, as the costs of conveying prisoners 
to the jails are paid; and the county commissioners of the county shall 
examine and allow all such reasonable costs. 

SEC. 9. .All commitments of boys shall be during their minority, 
unless sooner discharged by order of the trustees as before provided; 
and when a boy is discharged therefrom at the expiration of his term, 
or as reformed, it shall be a full and complete release from all penalties 
a~d disabilities created by his sentence. 

SEC. 10. The trustees may commit, on probation and on such terms 
as they deem e2...'Pedient, to any suitable inhabitant of the state, any boy 
in their charge, for a term within the period of his sentence, such pro­
bation to be conditioned on his good behavior and obedience to the laws 
of the State. Such boy shall, during the term for which he was originally 
sentenced to the reform school, be also subject to the care and control of 
the trustees, and on their being satisfied at any time, that the welfare of 
the boy will be promoted by his return to the school, they may order his 
return, and may enforce such order by application to any trial justice or 
judge of a police or municipal court for a warrant for such purpose, 
which may be served by any officer authorized to serve criminal process. 
On his recommitment to the school, such boy shall there be held and 
detained under the original mittimus. 

SEC. 11. The superintendent, with advice of the trustees, shall, as 
often as once in six months, prepare a list of all boys under his charge 
who are suitable by age and good behavior to apprentice to farming, 
mechanical trade or other useful occupation, and shall furnish such list 
for publication in such papers of the state as will insert the same free 
of charge. 

SEC. 12. The trustees, under direction of the governor and council, 
shall establish and maintain a mechanical school, and cause -the boys 
under their charge to be instructed in mechanical trades and in the 
branches of useful knowledge, adapted to their age and capacity; also 
in agriculture and horticulture, according to their age, strength, disposi­
tion mid capacity; and otherwise, as will best secure their reformation, 
amendment and future benefit. In binding out the inmates, the trustees 
shall have scrupulous regard to the character of those to whom they are 
bound. The trustees shall establish rules for direction of the officers, 
agents and servants of the school, and for the government, instruction and 
discipline of the inmates; they shall specify the punishments that may 
be inflicted upon boys in the school, and any officer, agent or servant, 
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who inflicts punishment not so authorized shall be discharged. Such ClIAP;142. 
rules shall be approved by the governor and council, and shall not be -rules must 

be approved 
altered without their consent. by executive. 

. SEC. 13. The superintendent, with such other officers as the trustees Powers and 
duties of the 

appoint, shall have the chILrge and custody of the inmates; be a constant supelin-

resident at the institution; and discipline, govern, instruct, employ, and il:~g~~~'l42, 
use his best endeavors to reform the inmates, so as to preserve their § 12. 

health, and secure, so far as possible, moral and industrious habits, and 
regular improvement in their studies, trades, and various employments. 
He shall see that no punishment is inflicted in violation of the rules of 1883: c.250. § 2. 

the trustees, and shall immediately enter in a book kept for the pur-
pose, a particular record of all corporal punishment iliflicted, stating 
the offence, the punishment, and by whom administered; which record 
shall be open to public inspection, and be laid b~fore the trustees at 
their quarterly meetings, a majority of whom shall then certify upon 
said book whether or not such punishments are approved by them. He R. S., c. 142, 

§ 12. shall have charge of the lands, buildings, furniture, anQ. every species 
of property, pertaining to the institutiolf, within the precincts thereof. 
Before he enters upon the duties of his office, he shall give a bond -bond. 

to the State, with sureties satisfactory to the governor and council, 
in a sum not less than two thousand dollars, conditioned faithfully to 
account for all moneys received by him and to perform all the duties 
incumbent on him as superintendent; keep, in suitable books, regular -shall keep 

and complete accounts of all his receipts and disbursements, and of all accounts. 

property intrusted to him, showing the income and expenses of the 
institution; and account, in such manner, and to such persons 'as the 
trustees direct, for all moneys received by him from the proceeds of the 
farm or otherwise. His books, and all docUments relating to the school, 
shall at all times be open to the inspection of the trustees, who shall, at 
least once in every six months, carefully examine the books and accounts, 
and the vouchers and documents connected therewith, and make a 
record of the result thereof. He shall keep a register containing the name 
and age of each boy, and the circumstances connected with his early life 
arid add such facts as come to his knowledge relating to his subsequent 
history, while at the institution, and after he left it. Actions for injuries 
done to the real and personal property of the State, connected with the 
reform school, may be brought in the name of the superintendent for 
the time being. 

SEC. 14. All contracts on account of the institution, shall be made 
by the superintendent, and when approved by the trustees, if theu' 
by-laws requil'e it, are binding in law, and the superintendent, or his 
successor, may sue or be sued thereon, to final judgment and execution. 
He may, 1\l.th the consent of the trustees, submit any controversy, demand, 
or suit, to the determination of one or more referees. No such-suit abates 

-accounts 
and books, 
shall be ex­
amined by 
the trustees 
semi-annu­
ally. 

Contracts 
shall be made 
by the super­
intendent. 
and approved 
by the 
trustees. 
R. S., c. 142, 
§ 13. 

by a vacancy in the office of superintendent during its pendency; but -suits 

his successor may take upon himself its prosecution or defeU:ce, and, on thereon. 

motion of the adverse party and notice, shall be requil'ed to do so. 
SEC. 15. One or more of the trustees shall visit the school at least Visit of the 
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CIL-\,p.142. 
trustees to 
the reform' 
school. 
1876, c. 111. 
-record to 
be kept. 
-quarterly 
visit bra 
majority of 
the board, 
and report. 
-annual 
report and 
financial 
statement 
sllal! be 
laid before 
the governor 
and council 
by the sup­
in ten dent. 
Appropria­
tions; how 
paid; state 
treasurer to 

, pay forty-two 
dollars 
annually for 
library. 
R. S., c. 142, 
§ 15. 

Inmates shall 
be classed. 
1883, c. 250, § 3; 
See Resolve, 
1871, c. 284. 

-solitary 
confinement 
is forbidden. 
-exceptions. 

THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. [TITLE XII. 

once in every four weeks, examine the register and the inmates in the 
school room and workshop, and regularly keep a record of these visits in 
the books of the superintendent. Once in every three months, the school, 
in all its departments,. shall be thoroughly examined by a majority of the 

,board of trustees, and a report shall be mad'e, showing the results thereof. 
Annually; on the first day of December, an abstract of such quarterly 
reports shall be prepared and laid before the governor and council for the 
information of the legislature, with a full report of the superintendent, 
stating particularly among other things, the offence for -Ivhich each pupil 
was sentenced, and his place of residence. A financial statement furnish­
ing an accurate detailed account ,of the receipts and expenditures for 
the year terminating on the last day of November preceding, shall also be 
furnished. 

SEC. 16. The 'governor and council may, from time to time, as they 
think proper, draw warrants on the treasurer of state in favor of the 
trustees, for the money appropriated by the legislature for the state 
reform school; arid the treasurer of state shall, ann~ally, in February, 
pay to the treasurer of said school forty-two dollars for support of its 
library, being six per cent. on the Sanford legacy of seven hundred dollars. 

SEC. 17., The inmates shall be separated into classes, regard being 
had to their ages, character and conduct, and the offences for which they 
have been committed. The boys of each class shall, so far as practicable, 
take daily out door exercise and be employed in some outdoor labor. 
Each shall be provided with his own clothing and be taught to care for 
it. Solitary confinement is not allowed except for grave offences speci­
fied in' the rules of the trustees; and the apartment where it is inflicted, 
shall be suitably warmed, lighted, and provided with a bed and proper 
appliances for cleanliness. All the boys shall l:eceive the same quality 

-denial of food and in quantities to satisfy their appetites. They shaH not be 
. ~~;~~ted. punished by a denial or short allowance of food. 

Governor SEC. 18. A committee of the council, consisting of three, with whom 
~~~li~~Oint shall be associated one woman, shall be appointed by the governor alUlU­
committee. ally, to visit the school from time to time, and examine into the treat-
1883. c.250, § 3. 

-duties and 
powers. 

Application 
to the pro­
bate judge or 
to a magis­
trate, for 
commitment 
of idle or 
vicious girls. 
1879, c. 87. 

'ment of its inmates, their condition and progress. They shall maintain 
therein, a letter box, to which the inmates shall at all times have free 
access, without the knowledge or scrutiny of the officers. They shall 
hear complaints of ill treatment, and make such suggestions to the super­
intendent and trustees as they think proper, and severally make a yearly 
report to the governor and council concerning the condition and wants 
of the school. 

THE MAINE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 

SEC. 19. A parent or guardian of any girl between the ages of seven 
itnd fifteen years, the municipal officers, or any three respectable in­
habitants of any city or town where she may be found, may complain in 
writing to the judge of probate or any trial justice in the coUnty, or to 
the judge of the municipal or police court for such city or town, alleg­
ing that she is leading an idle or vicious life, or has been found in circum-
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stances of manifest danger of falling into habits of vice or immorality, 
and request that she may be committed to the guardianship of the 
Maine Industrial School for Girls. The judge or justice shall appoint a 
time and place of hearing, and order notice thereof to all persons 
entitled to be heard, and at such time and place, may examine into the 
truth of said allegations, and if satisfactory evidence thereof is adduced 
and it appears that the welfare of such girl requires it, he may order her 
to be committed to the custody and guardianship of the officers of said 
school during her minority, unless sooner discharged by process of law. 

SEC. 20. The trustees of said school may bind to service or appren­
ticeship any girl committed to their charge, for a period not exceeding the 
term of her commitment, upon such conditions as they deem reasonable 
and proper, to be set forth in the articles of service, and in said articles 
may require the person to whom she is bound to report to them as often 
as once in six months her conduct and behavior, and whethe~ she re-
mains under his or her care, and if not, where she is. The trustees, as 
guardians of any girl so bound, shall take care that the terms of the con-
tract are fulfilled, and the girl well treated; and the trustees, master or 
mistress and apprentice, shall have all the rights and privileges and be 
subject to all the duties and penalties provided in case of children appren­
ticed by overseers of th~ poor. 
o SEC. 21. .A. person receiving an apprentice under the last thirteen sec­
tions of this chapter, shall not assign or transfer the indenture of appren­
ticeship, or let out the services of the apprentice, without the written con­
sent of the trustees. The trustees, at the request of the master ru' mis­
tress, may cancel the indenture and resume charge of the gil'l, with the 
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-notice and 
hearing. 

-may order 
!!irl to he COID­
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Trnstep.s may 
hind to spr­
vicH any lfirl 
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1873, c.l41, § 2. 

-dntiHs and 
privileges of 
trustees. 
SeA c. 24, 
§§ 21-26. 

Indent11l'eof 
annrp.ntice­
ship is not 
transferable, 
without 
consent o~ 
thp. trustees. 
1873, c.l41, § 3. 

same powers as before the indenture was made. On the death of a per- . -trustees 

son to whom the gil'l is bound, his executor or administrator, with the nmy cancel 
indenture. 

Wl·itten assent of the trustees and of the girl, may assign the indenture 
to some other person, and the assignee shall have all the rights.and be sub­
ject to all the liabilities aIj.d dutie~ of the original master or mistress. 

SEC. 22. .A. parent or guardian, upon complaint and hearing as afore­
said, and certificate of any judge or justice named in section nineteen, 
that a girl of the age herein limited is a proper subject for conimitment 
to said school, may commit her to the custody and guarclianship thereof 
for a term to be agreed upon by the parent or guardian and the trustees, 
upon condition that the parent or guardian shall pay her expenses at a 
reasonable uniform rate to be fixed by said trustees; and the trustees 
may enforce such agreement. 

SEC. 23. On complaint to a trial justice or municipal or police court 
of the county, that a girl of the age herein limited has been guilty of an 
offence punishable by fine or imprisonment, other than imprisonment for 
life, such justice or court may so far examine into the case as to satisfy 
himself whether she is a suitable subject for commitment to said school, 
and if he so decides, he may thereupon suspend the case and certify 
accordingly, and o'rder her to be committed to the guardianship of said 
school during her minority, unless sooner discharged by process of law. 
No gil'l so committed, if she remains under the guardianship of said 

-may assign 
indenture, in 
certain cases. 

Parent or 
gliardian may 
eommitan 
idle or vicious 
girl, for a 
term of time. 
on th e certifi­
cate of a pro­
bate judge or 
magistrate. 
1873, c.141, § 4. 

Girl charged 
with an 
offenee pun­
ishable by 
fine or im­
prisonment, 
may 11.e 
commltied to 
sllid school. 
1873, c.141, § 5. 
-shall not be 
tried for the 
offence, after 
her discharge 
with a 
certifica te 
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of good 
behavior. 
-maybe 
tried, if dis­
charged for 
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and not 
received, or 
if discharged 
for misbe­
havior, how 
punished. 
1873, c.l41, § 6. 
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THE MAINE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. [TITLE XII. 

school ,during the term of her commitment, or is sooner discharged with 
a certificate of good behavior, shall thereafter be examined or tried on 
the suspended complaint or for the oifence therein charged. But if dis­
charged for misbehavior, or if she escapes from said school, she may be 
be tried therefor, and punished according to law. 

SEC. 24. If a girl of the age herein limited is found guilty of an 
oifence punishable with fine or imprisonment, other than imprisonment 
for life, she may be sentenced in the alternative to the aforesaid school, 
or if not received therein, or if dischai'ged therefrom for misbehavior, to 
such punishment as the law provides for like offences. 

SEC. 25. The trustees may refuse to receive any girl committed to 
said school under the two preceding sections, or may discharge any girl 
whose continuance, by reason of her vicious example and in:fl.uence, or 
other misconduct, is in their opinion prejudicial to the school, or who for 
any reason ought not to be retained therein. Their refusal may be certi­
fied on the warrant of commitment, and she shall remain in the custody 
of the officer having the same, to be disposed of as prescribed in said 
sections. If they discharge her, they shall set forth their reasons there­
for in a warrant of discharge, and any proper officer may retUl"ll her to 
the court which committed her, or commit her as provided in the alter­
native sentence. 

SEC. 26. Precepts issued in pursuance of the last thirte~n sections 
of this chapter may be executed by any officer who may execute criminal 
process; and the ~ees of judges, justices and officers are the same as for 
similar services in criminal cases, and shall be audited by the county 
commissioners and paid from the county treasury. 

SEC. 27. The judge or justice before whom a girl is brought under 
this chapter, shall make a brief record of his proceedings, and transmit 
it with all the papers in the case to the clerk of the COUTts for the 
county, who shall file and preserve them in his office. A girl committed 
to the school may appeal from the oreler of cqmmitment in the manner 
and to the court provided in. case of appeals from trial justices, and the 
case shall be entered, tried and determined' in the appellate court. 

SEC. 28. The court or justice by whom a girl is committed shall cer­
tify on the mittimus, her age, parentage, birthplace, the charge on which 
she is committed, and the city or town where she resided at the time of 
her arrest, so far as he can ascertain such particulars; and this certifi­
cate shall be evidence of her true age until otherwise proved, and shall 
be sufficient in the first instance to charge such city or town with her 
expenses at said school, at a sum not more than one dollar, nor less than 
fifty cents a week; but if she has no residence within the state, such 
expenses shall be paid by the State. 

SEC. 29. The officers of said school, upon the commitment of any 
such girl, shall, in writing, notify the municipal officers or overseers of 
the poor of the city or town so liable, by mail or otherwise, of her name, 
the charge on which she is committed, and the duration of her sentence. 
Such notice, addressed to such municipal officers or overseers, and de­
posited, postpaid, in the post office at Hallowell, is sufficient; and at 
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any time after three months from the giving of such notice, the officers of 
said school may sue for and recover of such city or town, a sum not 
exceeding one dollar, nor less than fifty cents a week, for the expense of 
the clothing and subsistence of such girl to the time of suing therefor; 
and such city or town may recover the same of the parent or guardian of 
such girl, or of the city or town where she has her legal settlement. 

SEC. 30. The officers of said school shall cause the girls under their 
charge to be instructed in the brap.ches of useful knowledge adapted to 
their age and capacity, and in household employments, needle-work, and 
such other modes of industry as are suited to their sex, age, strength 
and disposition, and best adapted to secure their improvement and 
future welfare; and in binding them out, the trustees shall have regard 

.to the character of those to whom they are bound. 
SEC. 31. Whoever aids or abets any girl committed to said school 

to escape therefrom, shall forfeit not exceeding one hundred, nor less 
than fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding sixty days. 

. CHAPTER 143. 

THE INSANE HOSPITAL. 

ApPOINTMENT A.J."!D DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 

SEC. 1. Gove=ent is vested in sh: trustees,one a woman; their appointment and 
tenure of office. 

2. Trustees shall have the general management, hold property, make by-laws, 
commence and defend suits. 

3. Appointment of superintendent, steward and treasurer, and assistants. 
4. Examinations, and records of them; their pay and pay of officers. 
5. Accounts of steward and treasurer, how audited and settled. Governor 

and council shall inquire into the financial affaiTs of the hospital. 
6 •. Their annual meetings, and reports to the governor and council. 

DUTIES OF SUPERINTENDENT. 

SEC. 7. Duties and powers of the superintendent; his annual report. 
8. Same subject; apportionment of patients. 
9. Same subject; unlawful commitments; how idiotic inmates may be 

discharged. 

DUTIES OF STEWARD. 

SEC. 10. Duties of the steward and treasurer. 

SALARIES. 

SEC. 11. Compensations, not established by law, shall be fixed by trustees. 

DUTIES OF PARENTS .A:ND GU.ARDLI..1<S OF INSANE MINORS. 

SEC. 12. Duties of parents and guardians of insane minors. 

DUTIES OF MumcIP AL OFFICERS. 

SEC. 13. Municipal officers shall hear and decide cases, and commit to the hospital 
with a certificate; and shall keep a record of their doings. 

14. May certify inability of relatives to pay for a patient's support, and, in such 
case, the steward may charge the State one dollar and fifty cents a week. 
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