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CONSTTTUTION

OF THE"

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

PREAMBLE.
Objects of the constitution, =~
CONSTITUTION.
ArrTIcLE 1. Legislative power.
Executive power.
Judicial power.
Relative rights of states.
Hovw the constitution may be amended. :
Of former debts, supremacy: of the constitution and laws of the United
States, and oath required of public officers. -
Of the ratification of the constitution. :

AMENDMERNTS.

Religious freedom :md the rights of speech, the preas, and of the people
to assemble and petition.,

. Right to bear arms.

. Restrictions on quartering troops.

Restrictions on the right of search and seizure, -

Rights of persons charged with crimes, and of private property

Alode of trial in criminal cases.

Of trials by jury in eivil actions.

Of- excessive bail, and restrictions on fines and other punishments.

Rights reserved to the people.

. Powers retained by the states and people.

. United States courts not to have jurisdiction of suits brought by individu-

als against one of the states. .

. Manner of choosing President and Vice-President.

. Slavery abolished.

. Citizens and their rights; replesentahve apportionment; disability of per-

sons engaged in the rebellion, and validity of public debt.
. Right of impartial suffrage.
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PREAMBLE.

'WE the people of the United states, in order to form a more per- Preamble,
fect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for 1 Wheat. 302,

the commondefence, promote the general welfare, and secure the & Wheat. 816.
1




2 ’ CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES.
5 Wheat. 158, blessings of hberf:y to ourselves and our posten’ﬂy, do - ordain and
5 Oranch, 84 stablish this CO"\ISTITUTIO"\I for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I.
- L " SECTION I. 5 ,
Legislative 1. Al legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con-

powers vested

in congress. . gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House
1 Whest. 804 ¢ Representatives.

SECTIO"\T .

House of Tep- 1 The House of Representatives shall be composed of membera
T osed, chosen every second year by the People of the several states, and the
11 Mass- £24 - olactors in each state shall have the ualifications requisite for electors
, - 6f the most numerous branch of the state le gislature.
Qualification - 2. No person shall be a representative Who ghall not have attained
ative T 4o the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the
s United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an mhabltant of
that state in which he shall be chosen.
Apportion- "3. Representatives' and direct taxes shall be appmttoned among
$§?ﬁ§§e§e§¥f& the several states which may be included within this Union, according
direct tawes. {0 their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to
faent, art. XI7. the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service
, for a term of years, and excluding Indians not. tazed, threefifths of
Census. all other persons.. The actual enumeration shall be made within
' _three years after the first meeting of the Congress- of the United
 States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such man-
. ner as they shall by law direct. The number of representatives shall
not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at
least one representative; and until such enumeration shall be made,
‘the state of New Eampskz'ré shall be. entitled to. choose three, Mas-
sachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence plantations one,
Connecticut five, New York six, NVew Jersey four, Pe?msylvam‘a
eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina
five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. o
Yacaneles to 4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any state,
o . ‘the executwe authonty thereof shall issue wnts of election to fill such
vacancies.
House of rep- ~ 5, The house of representatwes sha]l choose then- speaker and

resentatives to

choose their . - other officers ; and shall have the sole power of impeachment.
own officers.

Power of im~ .
peachment, SECTION I[I

Senate how 1. The Senate of the United State shall be composed of two sena-

composed: tors from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years ;
“and each senator shall have one vote. :

Hoy dassified, 2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of

~" " the first election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into
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three classes. The seats of the senators of the first. class shall: be 7 Peters, 248. -
vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the second class at ~ = ° :
the expiration: of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expira-

tion of the sixth year, 8o that one third may be chosen every second

year; and if vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during ggp ;&n&zruﬁs’
the recess of ‘the legislature of any state, the executive thereof may

‘make temporary appointments until the next meetmo‘ of the lemsla- »

ture, which: shall then: fill such vacancies.

- 8. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attmned to the Qualifications:
age of thirty: years, and been nine years a citizen of the United of & senntor..
States and who shall not, when elected, be an mhabﬂ:zmt of that :
state for which he shall be chosen: e

4. The Vice President of the United States shall be Premdent of Vico president
.the ‘Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided. g‘}%ﬁfﬁfﬁ?” .

5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President president pro-
‘pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall Siv.e %lgg,hﬁg
exercise the office of President of the United States. - i chosen.

_ 6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. Poser to try
‘When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affrmation. Sobeach-
When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice

shall preside : and no person shall be convicted without the concur-

rence of two thirds of the membeérs present.. ,

T. Judgment in' cases of impeachment shall not extend further et of Jud,,_
than to 1emova1 from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy mentin such”
‘any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States: but
‘the party convicted shall nevertheless be liahle and subJect to mchct-

-ﬁment frial, Judo'ment and punishment, according to law. -

: SECTIO"I IV.

P 1 The times, places and manner of holding elections for senators Times, places
“and representatives, shall be preseribed in each state by the legisla- e T

ture thereof ; but the Congress may at any time by law make or alter bers °f eon-
such. regulat[ons, except as.to the places of choosing senators.

" 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in. every year, and g..cons aﬁnﬁ.
.such meeting shall be on the first "Monday in December, unless they al, af least. -
sha]l by law appomt a different day.

SECTION V.

1 Each House sha]l ‘be the judge of the elections, returns and Memberahlp
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall con-
stitate a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjowrn Quornm. -
-from day to day, and may be authonzed to compel the attendance of Adjourn- - :
absent members, in such manner, zmd under such penalties. as each
“House may provide.

. 2. Each House may determine the rules of 1ts proceedings, punish R;I:S and or-
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Censures and - its members for disorderly behavior, and with the concurrende "of o
expulsion.
6 Wheat. 204, thirds, expel a member.
Jownalsof - . 3, Each house shall keep a journal of 1ts proceedings, and from
each house.
fime to time publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their
Jjudgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members of
either House on any question shall, at the desire of one- fifth of those
, present, be entered on the journal. :
Limitation' of ~ 4. Neither -House, during the session of Congress, shall; without
%ﬁrlfhm“d' the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to-

any other place than tha,t in W]chh the two Houses shall be sitting.
SECTION VI.

Compensation 1. The senators and Representatives shall receive a compensatxon

and privileges. g5 their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treas-
ury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except treason,
felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their
attendance at the session of their respective Houses, and in going to,
and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in
either House, they shall not he questioned in any other place.

To what ofi- 2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for which

ﬁgiﬁiﬁb?ﬁf he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of -

astheappoint- the [nited States, which shall hive been created, or the emoluments
whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person
holding any office under the United States, shall be a member of

either House during his contmuance in office.

SECTION " VII.

Ofpllsfor 1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of °
ae. oo Representatives ; but the Senate may pr opose or concur with amend-

ments ag on other hills.
Of the presi- - 2, Fvery hill which shall have passed the House of Representa,-

gf?: Sf"ﬁfﬁ; twes and the Senate, shall, before it become a law, he plebented to

the President of the Umted States; if he approve he shall sign if,
but if not he shall return it, with his objections to that House in '
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at large
on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such recon-
sideration fwo thirds of that House shall agree to pass the hill, it shall
be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it -

shall Jikewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that
House, it shall hecome a law. But in all such cases the votes of hoth
 Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the jowrnal
of each House respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the
President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have
been presented to him, the same Sh‘ﬂl be a law, in like manner as if
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* he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjom'nment pleven’cs
its Teturn, in which case it shall not be-a la.

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Also in case of
Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (exeept on a ders, M eson
question of adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the * tions or votes.
United: States; and . hefore ‘the same shall take  effect, shall be
approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to
the rules and limitations prescrlbed in the case of a hill. :

SECTION VﬂI :
The Confn ess shall have poter: sy Gron,

* 1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the 35 2 gggﬁ

debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare of the 137 %‘B’gﬁﬂt

United States; but all duties, Jmposts and excises shall be umiform 7. 5Wheat.
throughout the United States; A Vi
2 To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 2 Deters A0 .

. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the %67209 11}11;1613}
seveml states, and with the Indian fribes; (a) Am. Law Jour.

955. 12 Pet. 2.
4. To establish an-uniform rule of naturalization, and umform lawws 24 Pick. 850.
4 Met. 282

on the subject Qf bankruptc1es thrOucrhout the United States; " 9 Wheat, 959. :=
5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 2%11@%14122 :
and fix the standard of weights and measures ; 209. 1;%%1@“

- 6. To prowde for the punishment of conterfeiting the securities and £9. 9 How.
current coin of the United States;
7. To establish post offices and post roads;
8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securmg
for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their
respective writings and discoveries ;
9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; - 5 Wheat, 258
:+10. To define and punish piracies and felonies' committed on the
high seas, and offences against the law of nations;
‘ 11 To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make 8 Cranch, 110,
1'111es concerning captures on land and water ;
12. To raise and support armies, but no appr opmatlon of mendy to
that use shall be for a longer term than- two years ; :
18. To provide and maintain a navy;
14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land
and naval forces ; :
15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 12 Wheat, 10,
the TUnion, suppress insurrections and repel invasions ;-
©16. To prowde for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia,
“and for governing such parﬁ of them as may. be employed 'in " the- ser-

(a) 5 How. 504. 13 How. 515. 14 How. 568. 81 JMaine, 860. 3 DMaine, 845, 2
Gray, 339. ) - :
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vice of the United States, reserving to the states respectively, the

- appointment of the officers, and the “authority -of training the militia

according to the: discipline prescribed by Congress; o

A7, To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over

such c'hstrlct (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of

+ : particular states, and the acceptance: of Congress, become the seat -of
$ %f;g;;n the government of the United States, and to exercise like authority
T over all ‘places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines,

arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful buildings ;—and R

2 Cranch, 828, 18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and ploper for

2Dall 04, carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and ‘all other powers

g;ﬂtmla{; 836 vested by this constitution in the government of the Umted States, or
CL, . N

6 Wheat, 204, 'in any department or officer thereof.

8 Wheat. 172~

¥ Cranch, 116, 9 Wheat: 738," 5 Cranch; 289. 12 Wheat. 136.

'SECTION IX. )
* Restrictions 1. The migration or importation of such. persons ‘as any of the

upon the pow-

ersof congress. states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohihited

R & ¢ by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred "and
3 Cranch; - 448;

4 Cranch, 75. eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on’ such mportahon, not

T Whest.55.  exceeding ten dollars for each ‘person.

gf%ggi'w 9. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus sha]l not be sus-

& Comcnsy, pended, unless when in cases of rebe]hon or invasion, the public

12 Wheat, 213,
12 Wheat, 314 safety may require it.

* 3Dall171. 8, No bill of attainder or ex post facto law ghall be past.

4. No capltatlon, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in pro-
porhon to the census or enumeratlon herein before dJrected to be '
taken. "

5. No tax or duty shall be 1a1d ‘on articles exported from &ny state.

6. No preference shall be given by any regulation” of* commerce’
or revenue to the ports of-one state over those of another: nor- shall
vessels bound to, or from, one state, be obliged to enter, clear, or payf
duties in another. - : » T

> 7. No money shall he drawn from the {:reasury, but in consequence:
of approprlatrons made by law; and 2 regular statement and account
of the receipts and expend1tures of all pubhc money sha]l be pub-.
lished from time to time. . * i

- 8. No title of nobility sha]l be gra:nted by the “United Sta,tes a.nd
1o person holding any office of profit or 4rust under them, shall, with-
out the consent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument:

' oiﬁce, or title, of any lnnd whatever, from any kmg, prmce, or:
foreign state ' -
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" SECTION X

" 1. No state shaJl enter-into - any tréaty, alliance, or mnfedemtmn Powers with-
- 7. held from the
grant letters of mirque and réprisal ; coin money; emit bills of individual
credit; make any thing but gold ‘and silver coin & tender in ‘payment states
of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto Taw, or Taiy i impair- 5 Whent. 1,

ing the obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobilify. (a) =% 3P .

- 2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any Congress may‘
mnt certain
imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what may be a,bsolutely acts, otherwise

b
necessary for executing its inspection laws: and the met produce of {gg];lt;tg;d:“’

all duties and imposts, laid by any state on imports or exports, shall 12 ggf“gagm
be for the use- of the treasury ‘of the United States; and all such 12 How. 200.
laws shall be subject to the Trevision and control of the Congress No

state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage,

keep troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agree-

ment or compact with another state, or with a- foreign power, or

engage in war, unless actually ‘invadéd, or in such 1mmment dangel

’as will not admit of delay.

ARTiCLE I1.
SECTION I

1. The executive -power- shall be vested in a Pres1dent of the President and
United States of America. He shall hold his office during the term ' president,
of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the
same term, be elected, as follows: . : ’

2. Each state- sha]l appoint, in “such manwer 8- the leglsla,ture Electors of -
thereof may direct, a number-of Hlectors, equal to the whole mumber 0% Ofeers: © -
of Senators and Representatives to which- the state may be entxtled n
the Congress : ‘but no Senator or Representative, or person holding
an office of trust or profit-under the United. States, shall be appomted’
an Elector.

8. _Z%e Electors shall éneet in tﬁez’r réspective‘ states, and, '60t‘e by Original mode
ballot for two persons, of whom dne dt least shall not be an inhabitant gfe‘if{éﬁg and
of the saime state with themselves: ~And they shall make a list of qll Vice President.

the persons voted for, and of the numibér.of votes for each; which list | Amendment
they shall sign and certify and transmit sealed to the sedt of the gov- }zrs"tl}fémf}"{fd

ernment of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. glmi"‘”“ art. 2
The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Sendte and
House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and. the votes shall
tﬁen be counted. The person having the .greatest number -of votes

(a)" Gall. C. C R 138 3Peters "89 "4 Petars, 481 514 BCrauch 87. GPlck 440
8 Wash. C: C. R. 813. 7Peters,.48 -4 'Whent: 122, . 518. 12 Wheat. "18 370.>11 Peters,.
490, 257, 15 Mass. 447. 16 Mass. 245. 11 Maine; 118." 4 Dallas, 14. 2Da11ﬂ5 304. 8.
‘Wheat. 1. 7 Cranch 164. 9 Cranch, 48. . 5Peters 456. -6 Wheat. 131. 2Peters, 380,
627. 28 Maine, 818." 23 Pick. 360. 4Peters, 410. 11 How. 185. - 10 Hovw, 511, 190, 281,
402, 1 How. 811.. 2 How. 608. 3 How.707.. 6 How. 507,301. 8 How. '163." 10 How.
. 3}57’5 'TSCHOﬁV.GIaSS. .16 How. 369, 8 How.534. 5 How. "93 15 HOW 804, THOW
270, ush. 53,
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shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of Electors appointed ; and if there be more than one who
have such majority, and have an equal number of wotes, then the
- House of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one of
them for President; and if no person have a magjority, then from
~ the five highest on the list the said House shall in like manner choose
the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be
taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote ;
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members
from two thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be
necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of the Presi-
dent, the person having the greatest number of wotes of the HElectors
shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or
more who have equal votes, the Senate shall choose from them by
B -~ bollot the Vice President.
Time of choos- .~ 4. The Congress may determme the time of choosing the Hlectors,
;‘;ﬁ?ﬁgﬁ‘ihey and tlie day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be
shallvote. . the game throughout the United States.
Qualifications .~ O. N0 person except a natural born citizen, or a cﬂnzen of the United -
of President. ~ States at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible
' to the office of President; neitlier shall any person be eligible to that
office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five yeats, and
been fourteen years a resident within the United States. V
Provisions for = 0- In case of the removal of the President from office, or of hlS
e of vacan- Jeath, reswnatlon, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of
flee. the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the
Contness may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resigna- -
tion, or inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring
what officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act
accordingly, wuntil the dasabﬂlty be removed or a  President be.
elected.
President’s ° 7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a
compensation. . pensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during
the period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not
receive Within that period any other emolument from the Umted
States, or any of them. , '
8. Before he enter on the execution of ]JJS office, he shaJl take the
, following oath or affirmation :~—
His oath. T do solemmnly swear (or affirm) that T will falthfu]ly execute the
- office of President of ‘the United States, and -will, to the best of my
ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States it
SECTION II.

President to be 1 ‘The Presmlent shall be commander in chief of ‘the army and ‘
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.n'wy of the United States, and of the militia of the several states, gommander-
when called into the actnal service of the United States; he may EE) Wheat 19.
‘require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the )
executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their %ﬁg{,{,‘;’gﬁe of
respective offices, and he shall have power to grant 1ep1'1eves and par- e heads of
dons flc;;n offences aﬂ'amst the United States, except in cases of i){g&jofses and
impeachment.

- 2. He shall have power, by and with the admce and consent of the 0Of treaties ana
Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present omagr imter
concur 3 and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and con- 1 Grunch, 137.
sent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers 12 Ft. 234,
and consuls; Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of

the United Sta,tes, whose. appointments are not herein otherwise Pro- Appointment
" vided for, and which shall be established by law: but the Congress of public offi-
may by laW vest the appbintment of such inferior officers, as they 3Brogkend- C. -
think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of laW, or in the 1P1§gt°110f17
heads of departments. ,

8. The President shall have power to &1 up all vacancies that Ofvacaneiesin

may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commis- fhe recess of

sions which shall expire at the end of their next session.

SECTION IIT.

1. He shall from time to time give to the Congress information Further pow-
of the State of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such ers and duties.
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary occasions, convene hoth houses, or either of them, and
in case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of
adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think
proper ; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he -

-shall take care that the laws he faithfully executed, and shall com- -

ission all the oﬂicem of the United States.

. SECTION IV.

1. The President, Vice President and all cml officers of the Oéefgg%vfﬂltﬁg’
United States, shall he removed from office on Jmpeachment for, and T. 5. by im-
conviction. of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misde- peachmen

meanors. ,
‘ ARTICLE III.

: .. SECTION.IL . _— -

1. The Juchmal pOWGl of the United States sha]l be vested in one Judicial pow--
Supreme Court, and in- such inferior courts as the Congress may, how vested.
from time fo time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the , .~ o

Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good fice.
behavior, and shall, at stated times; receive for their services, & com- Compensation.-
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D‘:tent of the
Jjudicial power.
1 Wheat. 304,
G Pet. 515.

13 How. 40.

5 Cranch, 61. .
2 Gall: C. C.
R. 398, 474, 5.
8 Wheat. 386
9 Wheat. 738:

[See - Amend-
ment 11.]

Original ‘and
appellate ju-
risdiction of
the supreme
court.. .

5 Pet. 1.
11 Wheat. 467.-

Of trial by ju-
ry. oo

‘Where to be
held.

Definition of
treason and
mode of proof.

CONSTITUTION . OF -THE -UNITED STATES.. -
pensation, which shall not e diminished duiing their continuance ii
office. :

SL‘CTION o

1 The Juchmal poer shall extend to all cases, in laW and equlty,
arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United States, and

' treaties made, or which shall be made, under their authority ;—to all

cases affecting ambassa.dors, other public ministers, and consuls ;—to
all cases of admiralty and maritie jurisdiction ,—to controversies to
which the United States shall be a party ;—to controversies. hetweer -
two or more states;— (a) between a state and citizens of another
state ; — between citizens of differetit’ states,-—-between citizens of the
saie state clajmmg lands under grants of different ‘states, and be-
tween 4 state, or the citizens thereof, and, foreign states, citizens or'

subJects.

2. In all ‘cases aftecting ambassadors, other pubhc ministers zmd
consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, the Supreme Court
shall ‘have original jurisdiction. .(3) ~In all the other cases hefore
mentioned; the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both
as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations
as the Congress shall make. (¢)

8. The trial of all crimes, except in ¢ases of impeachment, shall be
by jury; and such trials shall be held in the state where the said
crimes shall have been committed ; but when not committed within:
any state, the trial shall be at such- place or places as the Congress

may by la,w have dlrected , v L 12

,  SECTION IT. S ;
1. Treason against the United States, shall dorisist only in levying
war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid’
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the

- testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confessmn n

Its - punish-
ment,

‘open court.

~ 2. The Concrress shall have power to declare the pumshment of’
treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or:
forfeiture except during theilife‘:othhe p"er'so‘n- attainted.

-(a) 12 Peters, 657—F672. - 11 Peters; 167.- 1 Cranch, 187. 5 Peters, 190. 9 Peters, 704,

709 Cranch, 292. 7 YWheat. 38. ‘2 Wheat. 369. 3 Da].las, 17, 411 érrmch 75. 8 Peters
7. 198; 5 Peters, 1. GWheut 264, 11 Wheat 467 TCmnch s

“(5)7 Whedt. 38, 534, 2 Wheat. 869. ~ 3 Dullas, 17, 411, . 8 ‘Péters, 193, 5 Pétéis, 1,
13(8), 284, 2 Dall. 207. 7 Peters, 627. 12 Peters, 657—755. 6 Wheat. 264, 9 Wheat.~

0] 7 Crcmch 108 3 Dall. 321, 3 Crnuch 139, 965. 0 Wheat. 738. 5 Cranch, 844

1 Wheat. 304."*7 Wheat. 38, 164.. 2 Wheat. 363.” 3 Wheat. 246,433, 1 Peters, 562.'8
Wheat. 312, 4 Wheéat. 311, . 12 Wheat 117;129. 6 Wheat. 448.. 2 Peters, 449, AT
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~ ARTICLE IV.
SECTION I
“Fall faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts, Mumﬂl credit

0 be given to
records -and judicial proceedings of every other state. And the Con- ”mﬂi’;lsﬂjfée}“?
gress.may by general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, Mode C?lt;lgg' '
records and proceedmgs shzﬂl be proved, and the -effect thereof (a) 53 Me. 847,

“SECTION II. Coan B
1 The cltlzens of each state shall be entitled to all prmleges and Reti,lxcpmcfal .
mmumtles of citizens In the several states: : lzjenshxpo. o

2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or-other goiivec from
crime, who'shall flee from justice, and be found in another state, shall g)“ﬁﬁ“tg‘ U
on demand of the executive authority of the state from which he fled, o
be delivered -up, to e removed to the state having jurisdiction of
the ‘crime. : “

.8, No person held to. service or labor i in one state, under the 1aws Pugitives from-
theleof escaping into ‘another, shall, in consequence of any law or foriceoria -
regulation therein, he dischar ged from such service or labor, but shall § a<B- C. G.
be delivered up cn claam of the’ part'y to Whom such ‘service .or Iabor "1’1{,01& 3,319 :
may be due. : ,

SECTIO\T T,

- 1. New states may “be admitted by ‘the Condress into this Union ; Admission of
'but no new state shall ‘be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of mew stafes.
any other state; nor any state be formed by the junction of two or
more states, or: parts of states, without the consent of the Ieglslatures
of the states concerned as:well as of the Congress.

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make-all need— Power of ‘con-
ful rules and regulations respecting the termtory or other property be- %;gii::ytgnghe
longing to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall 9ther property
be so construed as:to PreJudlce any. claJms of the United: States, or of 1 Pet. 511, 546.-
any particular state : : S

- SECTION. IV

The United States: shall guarantee”to every state in‘this” Umon a Obhu-nnon of
republican form of government, and shall protect each of them against § pn;teif“f;j:t
invasion, and on ‘application” of the legislature, or of the executive scveral states: -

(when the Ieglslatme cannot be-convened) agamst domestic wolence

_ v ARTICLE V.
““The  Congress, whenever two thirds of hoth Houses shall deem it.How the con-

necessary, shall propose amendments to- this' Constitution, or, on the %‘;‘fﬂgﬁdeﬁ‘,ﬂ’“
application of the leglsla,tures of two thirds of the several states, shall

call a conventmn for propoqmg amendments which, in elther case,

(a) 7 Cmnch 481 17 Mnss 521,09 Mnss 467 1 Cames, 460 10 Me 2718. 3Wheat
234, 4 Mete: 333 '843.. 13 Peters, 812, 9 How. 522...:11 How. 1
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shall be valid to all intents and pwposes, as part of this Constititior,
“when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several states,
or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other
mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress ; Provided that
10 amieridmert which may be made prior fo the year one thousand
eight hundred and eight shafl in any manner affect the first and fourth
clauses in the ninth section of the firsi article; and that no state,
without its consent, shall he deprived of its equal suffrage in the
Senate

Proviso:

ART I CLE VI .
B,‘;‘”;J#}g{fém_ 1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the
%yorhlnsslljlmse.d adoption of this-Constitution, shall he as valid acramst the United States
under this Constitution, as under the confederation.

Supremacy of = 2. This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall
0. States o™ be made In pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall
ﬁ‘{fbeﬂt 964, be made, under the autherity of the United: Staﬁe&, shall he the su-
oL 9 Wheat. preme law of the land ; and the judges in every state shall be bound
£Wheat, 51¢. . thereby, any thing in the Constltuhon or laws of any.state to the con-

Pet.C. G oy nobyithstanding, :
LWah. C. C. 8, The Senators and Representatwes hefore menﬁoned and the:

§ Fet. 015, members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and judi-

Oath required cial officers, hoth of the United States and of the several states, shall

oere P T e hound by oath or affirmation, to support this Constitution ; but no

No religlous - yeligious test shall ever be required as a quallﬁc&ﬁon to any office or
pubhc trust under the Urited States.

ARTICLE VII.

Rqﬁﬁ;éaﬁqn of  The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall be sufficient
'E,F:j;.m“?“' for the establishment of this Conshtutmn between the states 50 1at1fy—:
: ing the same.

Doxe ¥ COVVENTION, by the tnanimous consert of fhe states pres-
ent the seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven and of the inde-
-pendence of the United States of America, the twelfth. In

- witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names.

- GEo. WASHTNGTON—
President and deputy Srom Virg g,
NEW HAMPSHIRE,
Jomy LANGDON, S NICHOL.AS Griarax.
V R MASSACHUSETTS, - i
NATHANTEL Gomim, ' C  Ruros Kixe.
: ' GONNECTICUT, '
War, Sairn Jomsso¥, . - RoGER SHERMAY,
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: NEW YORK.
ALEXANDER HaMIUTON. ,
:  NEW JERSEY. ; ,
WiIL: LIvINesTON, DAVID BREARLEY,

Wi, PATTERSON, V : , " 'JONA. DAYTON.
PENNSYLVANTA, ‘
B. FRANELIN, , R  Tgouas MIFFLIN,
RopT. MoRRIs, S ’  Guo: CLyaER,
Tros. Frrzsnrons; ' JARED INGERSOLL,
Javes Wrisox, ' Gouv: MORRIS.
B DELAWARE, '

GE0: READ, GuNNING BEDFORD, JR.,
JOEN DICKINSON, + BicHARD BASSETT. ‘
Jace: Broo, '

: , : MARYLAND. ‘
Javes McHENRY, : ~ Daw: orF St. THOS. JENIFER.
Dawr. CARROLI, ' . DS '

: " VIRGINIA.

Jomy Brartg, . Jaums MADISON, JB.

NORTE CAROLINA.
Wu. BLouxT, : ' , B1ce’p DoBBs SPAIGHT.
Hu. Wiriamsow, . SRR SRR E
' : SOUTH CAROLINA.

J .'RUTLEDVGE, CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCENEY,
CHARLES PINCENEY, ' » Prerce BoTrEs.
: GEORGIA. »
- Wozray Few, .. ADR. BALDWIN.
Attest: - Wruzam Jackso, Secretary.

The Gonstltuhon was adoptecl on the 17th of eptembel 1787, by
the Convention appointed in pursuance of the resolution of the Con-
gress of the Confederation, of the 21st February, 1787, and was rati-
fied by the Conventions of the several States, as fo]lows,

By Convention of Delaware, Tth December, 1787

e £ « Pennsylvania, 12th ~ ¢« 178
é & - © New Jersey, 18th ¢« © 1787,
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By Conventmn of Georgia, 2d January, . 1788.
S ¢ Connecticut, 9th ¢ oo 1788,

€ & ¢ Massachusetts, 6th February, - 1788.

€ e ¢ Maryland, 28th April, 1788.
e e« Qapth Carolina, 23d May, 1788.
€ ¢ New Hampshire, 2tst June, -~ 1788..
« « « Virginia, 26th June; 1788.

« ¢« ¢« New York, 26th July, 1788.
e “« - ¢« North Carolina, 21st November, = 1789.

« .« .« Rhode Island, 29th May, 1790.

Norte.~The foregoing constitution was, by the votes of mine states represented in Con-
gress, on the thirteenth: day of September, one thousand sever hundred and’ eighty-
eight, declared to have Deen ratified in the manmer therein prescribed, and the firsy
Wednesday of March, then pext, was designated as the time for commencm.__, proceed-
ingsunder the same.: Ty ; ;

, ARTICLES |
IN ADDITION T0, AND AMENDMENT OF
THE CONSTITUTION

OFTHE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

o ARTICLET.
Religions free- Cong’i-ess shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,

%%’i‘;s“;‘fd the - op prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
gﬁ:ﬁg{}%en_ speech, or of the press; or ‘the right of the people peaceably to assem-
tion. ble , and to petition the government for a redress of grlevancea
ARTIC L EIT.
Right to bear . A well ren'ulate(l militia, bemo' necessary to the security of a fiee
s, state, the right of the pe0p1e to keep and bear a.rms, shail not be
infringed. - - ,

ARTICLE IITI.

Restrictionson N0 soldier shall in time of peace be quarter: ed many house, mthout

g;;‘:};;% the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner fo. be

prescnbed by law.
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ARTICLE Iv.

Restrictions on
The right of the people to be secure in their persons houses, papers Restriction

and effects, against unreasonable sealches and- seizures, shall not be sexé;ﬁch s
violated; and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, Sup-
ported by oath or affirmation, and partlcularly descmbmg the place to

be searched, and the “persons orthings to he se1zed

ARTICLE V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capltal or otherwise infa- Rights of per-
sons charged

mous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a'grand jury, with crimes
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, ;Ir‘gpgrfty?m“te
when in actual semcem time of war or public danger nor shall any
"person be. subject for ‘the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of
life or limb ; nor shall be compelled in any “criminal case, to be a wit- 4Wush c.c
ness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or. property with- 5 Sumner‘s .
out due process of law ; nor shall pmvate prope1ty be taken for public 7 P%t 213,

use, without just compensahon . - 3P 335 B5T:

ARTICLE VI. - :

Tn all eriminal prosecutlons, the accused shall enjoy the right to a Mode of trinl
speedy and pubhc trial, by an impartial jury of the state and dlstmct cases.
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature
and cause of the aécusation ; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in

his fzwm and to have the assastance of counsel for lus defence

ARTICLE VII

Tn suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed Of héﬁl,ﬁﬁﬂﬁ

twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no 1 Gal. . C,

fact tried by jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the 2 > Bet. 523,

United States, than according to the rules of the common law. . %452:{5 2533410

"ARTICLE VIII.

"~ Excessive bail shaJl not be reqmred nor excessive ﬁnes mlposed 0f bail: Of
nes or other
nor cruel and unusual pumshments mfhcted B : pumshments

ARTICLE IX

The enumeradnon in the Constltutlon, of certam 1'10'hts, sha]l not be R&"htiﬁgsegg:
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people . ¥

ARTICLE X.

The powers not delecated to the United States by the Constitution, Powers retain-
1 ed by the states
nor prohibited by it to the states, are 1eserved to the states respect- and people.
ively, or to the people. - , o 8 Wash. C..C.

. 11 Pet. 257,
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’ ARTICLE XTI.
U. 8. courts The judicial powe1 of the United States shall not be construed to

. not to have ju- -,
risdiction of _ extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against

suits bhrought -
by individuas one of the United States by 01t1zens of anothe1 state, or by cﬂnzens or
against one of

tiie states. subjects of any f01 elgn state
3 Dal. 378. , e
ARTI C LE X1II.
Mannerof - The FElectors sha]l meet in their respec’mre states, and vote by

choosing pres-
ident and vice hallot for Pr esident and - Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall

president- 5t be an inhahitant of the same state with themselves ; they shall
- name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct

ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and they shall make
distinet lists of all persons - voted for as President, and of all persons’
voted for as Viee P1651dent and of the number of votes for each,
which Tists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of
the Senate ; —the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of .
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and
“the votes shall then be counted ;—the “person having the greatest
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number
be a majority of the whole number of Electors ‘appointed ; and if no
person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest
numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as Presi-
dent, the House of Representatlves shall choose, immediately, by
ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall

Choice by De taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote ;-

house of rep-

resentatives m & quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from

fion ﬁﬂﬁg’l"“f two thirds of the states, and a majority of all the ‘states shall be rieces-

electors. sary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not
choose a President, whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon
them, before the fourth day of March next fo]lomncr then the Vice
"President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other
constltutlonal disability of the President.

The person having the geatest number of votes 2§ Vice President,

Sfeziigl%n%fb‘;ice shall be the Vice President, if such number be a majority of the whole
the senate, in number of Electors appointed, and if-no person have a majority, then
‘tion by the  from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the
electors. Vice President ; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds -
of the whole numbel of Senators, and a maJomty of the whole number

shall be necessary to a choice.

‘ . ~But no person conshtuhona]ly meh:rlble to the office of P1e<1dent
His qualifica- shall be eligible to that of Vice Pr esident of the United States.

Hons.
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ARTICLE XIII.

Sec. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary selvﬂ:ude, except as 2 Siavery abol-
pumshment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly con- =¢%-
vieted, shall exist within the United States or any place subject to
their jurisdiction.

Sec. 2. Congress shall have powe1 to enforce this article by Congress pow-
er to enforce

appropriate legislation. - S this article,

ARTICLE XIV

~ SEc. 1. Al persons born or naturalized in the United States, Who are citi-
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United %}ﬁf‘té’g tléfntes

States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or g‘tl[‘llté’sf the |

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of pmﬂut;‘:fe;nd

citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person

of life, liberty or property, without due process of law, nor deny to

any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. :
Sec. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the. several Apportion- -

states according to their respective numbers, counting the whole num- ;‘;:3&&{;‘32‘

ber of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when

the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for Presi-

dent and Vice President of the United States, representatives in Con-

gress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the members of

the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such

state, being twenty-one years of age, and cifizens of the United States,

or in any way abridged except for participation in rebellion or other

crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the pro-

portion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole

number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state. ,

. Smc. 3. No person shall b2 a senator or representative in Con- Certain per-

gress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, fou°, disquali-

civil or military, under the United States, or under any state, who, ing office.

having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an ’

officer of the United States, or as a member of any state legislature,

or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the Con-

stitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or

rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies

thereof. But congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each house,

remove such disability.

SeC. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, Validity of the
authorized by law, including debts incwred for payment of pensions fo lﬁlécqiiggggﬁ
and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall °%
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection
or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or

‘) R

-l
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emancipation of any slave ; but all Such debts, obligations and claims
shall be held illegal and void. .

Spc. 5. The congress shall have power to enforce, by appropn—
ate lemsla,hon, the provisions of this article. )

ARTICLE XV.

- Sge. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any state on,
account of race, color or previous ¢ condlhon of servitude.

Skc. 2. The congress shall have- power to ‘enforce thls artncle by
appropriate leglslatlon. :

NoTE.~The first ten of the foregoing amendments were proposed at the first session®
of the first congress held under the constitution; the eleventh amendment was proposed.
at the second session of the third con'ness the twelfth, at the first session of the eighth’
congress; the thirteenth, at the seeond session of the thirty-eighth congress; the four-:
teenth, at the first Session of the thirty-ninth:congress, and the fifteenth, at the third,
session of the fortieth congress, and were all adopted by the’ number of states. reqmred
by the fifth article of the original constitution. ’ )

v
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