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CONSTITUTION.
Legislative power.
II. Executive power.
III. Judicial power.
IV. Relative rights of states.
V. How the constitution may be amended.
VI. Of former debts, supremacy of the constitution und laws of the United
States, and oath reqlrired of public officers.
VII. Of the ratification of the constitution.
.AMENDMENTS.

AnTICLE

r.

I. Religious freedom und the rights of speech, the press, und of the people

.
to assemble und pctition.
II. Right to bear arms.
III. Restrictions on quartering troops.
IV. Restrictions on the right of search and seizure.
V. Rights of persons charged with crimes, und of private property.
VI. Mode of trial in criminal cases.
VII. Of trials by jury in civil actions.
VIII. Of: excessive ball, und restrictions on fines und other pnnishments.
IX. Rights reserved to the people.
X. Powers retained by the states und people.
XI. United States courts not to have jurisdiction of suits bronght by individuals against one of the states.
XII. :Manner of choosing President und Vice-President.
XIII. Slavery abolished.
XIV. Citizens and their rights; representative apportionment; disability of persons engaged in the rebellion, and validity of public debt.
XV. Right of impartial suffrage.

PREAMBLE.
WE the people of the United states, in order to form a more per- Preamble.
t blish'JUS ti" ce, lllSUl'e (omes
1
ti./...·
Wheat.
'
fiect umon,
esa
C "l'anquili'ty, prOVl'd e fior 1324.
352. 304,
the common· defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the ~ ~~~t i~6.

1

2

CONSTITUTION OF

5 Wheat. 153.
5 Crunch, 344.

THE

UNITED STATES.

blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain ana
establish this CONSTITUTION for the United States of America.
ARTICL~

1.

SECTION r.
Legislative

1. AJIlegislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con;.

~~;~~:::.ted gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House
1 Wheat. 304.

of Representatives.

SECTION n.
House of rep1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members
resentatives
al st at es, and the
how composed. Chosen every second year by the P eopIe 0 f th e sever·
11 Mass. 424. electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for electors
6f the most numerous branch of the state legislature.
Qualification
2. No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained
of a represent'
••
ative.
to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a CItizen of the
United States, and who sha;!l not, when Ellected,-be an inhabitant of
that state in which he shall be chosen.
Apportion3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be appor~ol1el3, among
ment.of
. hill. this U mon,
.
sentativesrepreand the several states which may b
e 'mcIu de.d mt
accor ding
tee~::~. to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by adding to
~~nt, art. xiv. the whole number of free persons, including thQse bound to service
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of
Census.
all ot7£er persons. The actual enumeration shall be made within
. three years after tp,e :6,rst :pleeting of the Congress· of the United
States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. . The number o~ representatives shall
not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at
least one representative; and until such enumeration shall be made,
.the 'state of New Hampshi1'e shall be entitled to. choose three, Massaehusetts eight, Rhode Island anl3, P1'ovid~nee plantations one,
Oonneetieut five, New York six, lJew Jersey four, Pennsylvania
eight, IJelaware one, Maryland sii, Virginia. ten, North Oarolina
five, South Oarolina five, and Georgia three.
Vacancies to
4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any state,
filled.
the executive authority-thereof shall issue writs of election to :fill such
vacancies.
House ~f rep5. The house of representatives
shall choose their speaker and
resentatives to
.
choose thclr
other officers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment.

be

own officers.
Power of impeachment.
Senate how
composed.

Hq'IYclassified.,

.

SECTION m.
1. The Senate of the United State shall be composed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years;
and each senator shall have one vote.
2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of
the :first election,. they shall be divided as equally as 'may be into

three classes. The seats of the senators of tlie :first class shall be 7 Peters,Z48;
vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the, second class at
the expiration of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expirationof the sixth year, so that. one third may be chosen every second
year; and if vacancies
happen by resignation, or otherwise, . .during appomtments;
Of t.ernpornry
.
the recess of' the legislature of any state, the executive thereof may
.
make temporary appointments until the n.ext meeting of the.legislar.
we, which shall then fill such vacancies ..
a. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained fu the Qnalificutions
1..! • .b,.
deen
brune
' years a Cl en 0 f the..U't
d of a senator.'
'age 0f tllll
uJ: years, an
ill e
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that
'state for which he shall be chosen ..
4. The Vice President of the United States shall' be President of Vice president
the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided:
~~ ~l~~~i~~~t
5. The Senate shall choose their other officers,and also a President President pro
. th bsence 0 f the V'Ice, P resl'dent , or wh en h e, shall
tern. andmay
other
pro tempore, mea
'officers
be
exercise the office of President of the Uilited States.
chosen.
. 6'. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. Power to try',
.When sitting for that purpose,.they shall be on oath or affirmation. ~~~~~,
When the President of the United State,! is tried, the Chief Justice
shall preside: and no person shall be convicted. without the concurrence of two thirds of the members present.
7. Judgment ill cases of impeachment shall not extend further Effect o~ judgthan to removiLl from office, and disqualification tQ hold and enjoy ~~~:.in such
any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States: but
the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indict·ment, trial,judgment and punishment, according to law.
'Uz'
•

SECTION IV.

" 1. The times, places and manner of holding elections for senators Times, places
. and
state.
by the,
legisla- I1lndtiD~anner
of
, representatives, shall be prescribed in each'
.
e ec '" memwe thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make Or alter bers or'" con~ ...
gress.
such regulations, except as to the: places of choosing senators.
2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year,and Sessions anml:such meeting shall be on the first 'Monday in December, unless they ill, at least.
shall by law appoint a different day.
SECTION: V.

1. Each House. shall be the judge of the elections, returns andlllembership.
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn Qnorum.
,from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the' attendance of Adjourn, absent memb
"m such. manner, and un.der such penalties.
. as each ments.
ers,
, fiouse may provide.
__
2. Each House may determine. the rules of. its proceedings,punish ~:s~s und or-
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mo

itS members for disoi'derly behavior, and with the concurrence· of
thirds ,expeI a member.
,
JomnILls of
3. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and ll'om
ench house,
time to time pubfuh the same, excepting such parts as may in their
judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of
either. House on any question shall, at the desire of one £fih of those
present, be entered on the journal.
Limitation of
4. Neither· House, during the session of Congress, shall, without
the rio-htto ad- h
.
.
.
j(mrn.'"
t e consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to
any other place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.
Censures Ilnd
expnlsion.

6 Wheat. 204.

SECTION VI.

1. The senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation
for their services, to beascert3ined by law, and paid out of the treas-:
my of the United States. They shall in all cases, except treason,
felony and breach of the peace, be privileged ll'om arrest dUl1ng their
attendance at the session of their respective Houses, and in going to,
and returning ll'om the same; and for any speech or debate in
either House, they shall not be questioned in any other pliLCe.
To what offi2. No Senat{)r or Representative shall, dUl1ng the time for which
~~~~~b~h~ he ·was elected, be appointed t{) any civil office under the authority of
~3.tbenpPoint- the United States, which shall have been created, or the emolUments
whereof shall have been increased dUl1ng such time; and no person
holding any office under the United States, shall be- a member of
either House during his continuance in office.
Compensation
and privileges.

SECTION VII.

o~ ~ills for'
~!llSlllg

ne.

reven-

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of·
R epresentatives
. ; but the S
·
. h amendena e mayt
propose
or concUl' WIt

ments as on other bills.
2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representac en s veto, ill •
. '
cnse of bills. tives and the Senate, shall, before It become· a ~aw, be presented to
the President of the United States; if he approve he shall sign it,
but if not he shall return it, with his objections, t{) that House in .
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the obje~tions at large
on their jOUl-nal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree t{) pass the bill, it shall
be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it
shaJllikewise be reconsidered, and if app;oved by two thirds of that
House, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both
Houses shall be cleterrnined by'yeas and nays, and the names of the
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the jOUl-nal
of each House respectively. If any bill shall not'be retm-ned hy the
President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it, shall have
been presented to Jilln, the same shall he a law, in like manner as if
0I f t'the pre,;i.-"
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he had signed it, unless the Congress by then' acljomnment prevents
its return, in which case it shall not be a law.
· 3. Every order, r~solution, or vote to whi~h the concurrence of the Also in case of
.
1
. (
t
concurrent or~
Senat e and H onse 0f R epresent·atives may Je necessary excep on a ~ers, resoluquestion of adjomnrnent) shall be presented to the President of the tions or votes.
United States; and before 'the same shall take effect, shall be
approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.
SECTION VIII.
11 h
.
The C·ongress sh-,ill
ave power

Powers of can2 ernu.

gl.'CSS,

- 1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the ~~8. 15 ~;g~;
debts and provide for the common defence and general welfare of• the .11~~·
__ . 43 WDheat.
all.
United States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform·171. 5 Wheat.
1...
hout t he U'
37. 9 Wheat. 1
till'OUg
mte d States ;
5± Me. 544. .
2. To bon-ow money on the credit of the United States;
2 Peters, 449
468. 9 Wheat.
3. To regulate commerce With foreign
nations,
and
among
the
1,209. 11. Pet.
~
~
102. 2 Hall's
several states, and with the Indian tribes; (a)
~.LgwJo~.
· . 4 . ' T 0 estaul.lish an uni£orm rule 0 f nattIT.aliz ation, an d uni£orm Iaws 24
_nn.Pick.
1.Pet.
359./:..
on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the Unjted States ;
~ ~~;t~2259 ..
5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, ~ Wtl~~t 1122,
and fix the standard of weights and measmes;
~09. l~Wheat.
·
.13. ;) How.
6. To provide for the punishment of contelfeiting the secmities and 410. 9 How.
cun-ent coin of the United States;
560.
7. To establish post offices and post roads ;
8. To pl.'omote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing
for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their
respective writings and discoveries;
9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Comt;
~ ~~;~'6i~:'
. 10. To deMe and punish piracies and felonies committed on the
high seas, and offences against the law of nations ;
11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make s Crnnch, 110.
~rules concerning captmes on land and water;
.
12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to
that use shall be for a longer term than- two years;
.
13. To provide and maintain a navy;
_ 14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the land
and naval forces;
15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of 12 Wheat. 10,
the Union, suppress insurrections and repel invasions;.
16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia,
and for governing such patt of them as maybe employed -in the ser~
(a) 5 How. 504.

Gray,339.

.

13 How. 51S.

14 How. 56S.

81 Maille, 360.

32 Maine, B!3.

2

vice of the United States, reserving to the states respectively, the
appointment of the officers,and the' authority of traiillng .themilitiri.
according to the .discipline prescribed by.Congress;
17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over
such district (not exceeding ten miles square) TIS may,'by cession of
particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of
~~t:~17. the government of the United States, arid to exercise like authority
over all places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of foris, magazines,
arsenals, dock-yards, and other neeclful buildings ;-and
.

g

; ~~~h~~~'

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers
13 Wheat.
ranch, 386.
3. veste d by tllll:i
1..!_
•••
h
f h U' d S
constitution
ill t e government 0 t elite . tates, or
5 Pet. 1 1 5 . .
d'
ffi
h
£'
.
6 Wheat. 204. ill, any epartment or 0 cer't ereo.

.2 DC nn . 80\ 7

3 Wheat, 172.

V Crunch,116. 9 Wheat. 738: 5 Crunch, 2S9~ 12 Wheat. 136.
SEOTIONIX;

Restrictions

t.

The migration or :im:portation bf such persons 'as any of the

~fs°Of!~J~~~ states now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibite4

bY th e Congresspnor
. to' th e y.ear 'one'
: t housan'd'
.1- d
'd
mght hunW'e
an
!g~~~~74f; eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on . STIch importation, not
7 Wheat. 88. exceeding ten dollars for each person.
3 Pet. 193.

1R.Wash.e.
499..
'C.

il'#b~~t: 19.

3 DC nn . 3S6 '
6 rune,..
h S7
12 Wbeat',213.
17 How. 456.
• 3

Dnn.l7l.

2,. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shan not be suspended,
unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public
.
safety may require it.
.
.
.
3. No bill of attainder or e,x post facto law shall be past.
4. No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enumeration herein before directed to be
taken ..
5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state.
6. No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce
or revenue to the ports of one 'state ovei· those of another: nor shall
vessels bound to, or from, one s~te, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay:
duties in another.
7. No money shill be ill'awn D:om the treasury, but in consequence
of appropriations made by law; and a regular statement and account
of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be pub'
lishedfrom time to time.
8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the 'United States : and
no person holding a,nyoffice (jf profit or ,trust under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any present, emolument,
office, or title,' of any kind whateV'er, from any king, prince, or
foreign st~te.
.. '
"
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STATES;

7

X.

1. No state shall ,enter into any tr~aty, alliance, orconfedei'ation; Powers ,with' ,
_"
"
,,,
•
, held from the
grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; eimt bills, of individnal
credit; make any thlng but gold.aric1 silver coin a tender in payment states.
of debts; pass 3Xly bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impair- 5 Wheat. 1,
• t'h eobligation 0 f ,con"l'ac
+.: ' ts ,or grant 3Xly
'
titI
420. ,8.. Pet.
Ing
, e 0 f nobiliHr
UJ' ()
a
, 88._
,

2. No state sh'all,with()ut the consent ()f the Congress, lay 3Xly Con~'es!> m~y
imposts oi' duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely ~~~~thc:~~
necessary for executing its inspecti()n laws: ,3X1d' the net produce of fh~~~~~~~to
all duties and inip' osts , laid by any
state, on imports
12 Pick.
~~at._
419._
,
' or exports ' shall
24
3n9.
be for the use of the treasury of the United States ;3X1d all such 12 How. 299.
iawsshall be subject to the revision 3Xld control of the Congress. No
state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 3Xly duty of tonnage,
keep troops, or shipso£ war in "titrte of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with 3Xlother state, or with a foreign power, or
engage in war, unless actually in,vaMd, or in such imminent danger
as will not admit of delay ~

ARTICLE

n.

SECTION Ii

1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the President and
· d S'
A -~,'
He s
hall
'
th e t erm vice president.'
tates 0 f .t:illienca.
' h 0ld his 0 ffi ce d
urmg
U m~e
of four years, 3Xld, together with the Vice President, chosen for the
same term, he elected,' as "follows: .
Each state shall appoint, in such manner nsthe legislature Electol'sof '
thereof may direct,a Iilimberof Electors, equal to the whole nmnber those officers.
of Senators and-Representatives to, which-the state may be entitled in
the Congress: but'i:lO Senator or Reptesentative, or person holding
an office of trust 01' profit under the United States, shall be appointed
3X1 Elector.
3. The Electors shall meet in thei1' respective states, and vote by Originnl mode
b'allotjor two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant ~ie;i~~:g and
o.,fthe sarne state withthemselves~ :And they shall'malce a list ofall ,ice president.
thepersons voted for ,and of tne number of votes for eack; which list [Amendment
iheyshallsign and 'Certify and transmit sealed to the seat of thegov- }~rSUB~;in:j!i~d
ernment of. the United States, direc:ed to the Pre~identofthe Senate. §1~reina7't. 2,
!J!l£e President 'of the Senate shall, zn the presence, of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all tlte certificates,- and, the votes 8hall
then be counted. :The person Itaving the :g1'eatest number -of ,votes

2:

" (a) 2 GnU. C. C. N. 138. 3 Pete;rs, 289. 4 Peters, 481; 514, 6 Cranch, 81. :6 Pick. 440.
SWash. C; C. R. 313., 1 Peters, 248. 4 Wheat. 122,51S. 12 Whent. 218,'370.' 11 Peters"
420,251. 15 Mass. 447. 16 Mass. 245. llI1Iaine,l1S. 4 Dallas, 14. 2 DaUns, 304. S.'
'\Vhent. 1. 7 Crnnch 164. 9 Crnnch, 48. 5 Peters, 456. 6 Wheat. 131. 2 Peters, 8S0,
627. 23 Maine, 31S. 23 Pick. 360. 4 Peters, 410. 11 How. 185. 10 HoW', 511, 190, 281,
402, 1 HoW'. 311. 2 How. 60S. 3 How. 701. 6 How. 507,301. SHow; 163. 10 How.
895. 8 HoW. 133. 16 HoW. 369. B'How.534. 5 How. 295. 15 How. B04. 1 HoW.
210. 1 Cush. 5B.
'
,
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shall be the P1'esident, if such numbm' be a majority of t7le ~v7zole
mw7ibe1' of Electors appointed; and if there be 1iW1'e than one VJlw
have such maj01'ity, and have an eq~lal number of votes, tlwn the
HO~lse of Representatives shall immediately clwose by ballot one of
them f01' P1'esident; ancl if no person have a maj01'ity, then f1'om
the jive ldghest on the list the saicl House sllall in like manne1' choose
tlw P1'esident. B~lt in choosing the P1'esident, the votes shall be
taken by'states, the 1'epresentation f1'om eacll state having one vote;
a QU01'U'l7b f01' this purpose shall consist oj a member 01' members
f1'om two t7ti1·ds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be
necessa1'y to a choice. En evm'y case, after the choice of the P1'esi·
dent, the pe1'son having tIle g1'eatest mlmbe1' of votes of the Electors
shall be tIle Vice P1'esidmzt. But if tlwre slwuld 1'emain two or
'llW1'e who have equal votes, the Senate slzall choose f1'om them by
ballot the Vice President.
Time of choos- 4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the Electors,
~~~ ~~!~r~ey and tlie day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be
shall vote,
the same throughout the United States.
Qnalificntions
5. No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United
of President, States at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible
to the office of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that
office who shall not haveaitained to the age of thirty"five years, ,and
been fourteen years a resident within the United States.
Provisions for
6. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his
cns
7
s
ofTncandeath
or inability to discharge the powers and duties of
cym that of, 'resi!mation
0
,
fiee,
the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the
Congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring
what officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall act
accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a' President be
'
,
elected.
7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a
President's '
compensation,
compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during
the period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not
receive within that period any other emolument from the United
States, or any of ~em.
8. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the
following oath or affirmation:~
Ris oath,
" I do 80lerimly swear ( or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the
office of President of the United States,andwill, to the best of my
ability, preserve, protBctand defend the Constitution of the United
States,"
SECTION II.
l'l'csident to be

1, . The President shall be cotiunander in chief of the army and

. CONSTITUTION OF THE IDi'ITED STATES •
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.navy of the

United States, and of the militia of the severJll states, hi~:rer
when called into the actual service of the United States; he may 12 Wheat. 19.
require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the
.
executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their ~~~~~Iih~e of
respective offices, and he shall have power t{) grant reprieves and par- £~~~e~:n~:'
dons for offences against the United States, except in cases of Reprieves and
•
hm
.
pardons.
nnpeac ent.
.
2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Oft;eatie.sand
Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present ~~~~~~ lllterconcur'" and he shall nominate , and
by and with the advice and
con- 1 Cranch,137.
.
"
' 1 Pet. 296.
sent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers i~ ~~t ~t
and consuls, Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of
the United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise pro- Appoint,ment
. vided for, and which shall be established by law: but the Congress ~~rrblic oflimay by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers , as they 2C.Brockcnb.
C.
R. 96.
think proper , in the President
alone
in
the
courts
of
law
or
in
the
1 Pet. 511,517.
. '
.,.
13 Pet. 230.
heads of departments.
3. The President shall have power to :fill up all vacancies that Ofvacaneiesin
th e recess 0 f th e Senat e, by. grantin'g ColDllllS.
• the
·
may h appen durmg
the recess
senate.of
sions which shall expire at the end of their next session.
SECTION m.

1. He shall from time to time give to the Congress information Fnrther powof the State of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such ~rs and dnties.
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary occasions, convene lJoth houses, or either of them, and
in case of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of
adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think
proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he
. shall take care that the laws lJe faithfully executed, and shall com- .
mission all the officers of the United States.
SECTION IV.

1. The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the
United States, shall be removed fi.·om office on impeachment for, and
.,
f
b11.'b ery, or other hi ghcnmes
'
· deconVICtion
0 ,treason,
andIDlS
meanorS.

f 1'emoVfal hOf
0fli
o cerso te
u. S. by impeachment.

ARTICLE III.
SECTION.r.

1. The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one
. suce11.or
h infi . courts as the Congress may,
Supreme- Conrt, and m'
from time to .time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the
. . '
Supreme and infe11.or courts; shall hold their offices dUring good
behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their services, a com-

Jndicial powe1' how vested.

'

T'
f
enme of 0-fice.

Compensation~
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pens~tion, which shall not :be -d.i.i:nIDlshed duiing their continuance iii

office.
SECTION II.

1. The juclicial power ~hall extend to all cases, ill law and equIty,
Cons tituti"on, th e 1aws' 0f th e U·ill'ted S't a""s,
'J."
and"
~t:~;::o. treaties made, or which shall be made, under theu' authoi.1.ty ;:-to all
,
cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls; - to
g
Crunch, 61. all cases of adniiralty and maritime J' urisiliction ; ~ to con:L'i:oversies to
~ Gull. C. C.
' . ,.,. "
,
R. 398, 474, 5. which the United States shall he a party; ---:: to controversies lJetweel1 .
3 Wheat. 336.
. ,
9 Wheat. 738. two or more states; - (a) between a state ana citizens of another
state; - between citiZens of ilifrerentstates, - between citizens ofthe
[See Amencl-,
,
'
ment 11.]
saine state' claiIb.i.ng lands liIider grants of difi'erentstates, and be.;
tween a'state, or the Citizens ther'eof, ana, foreigrrstates; citizens or
subjects.
Origul!ll' and
2. in all cases affecting ambassadors, other pl.lblic ministers and
~~~J~~ ~f" consuls, and those in which a state shall be party, the Supreme Court
~~f.preme shaUhave original jurisdiction. (b)' In all the other cases before:
5 Pet. 1.
7 mentioned, the Supi'eme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both'
11 Wheat. 46 .
, h
.
as to law and 'f:'act, mt
suc'h exceptions,
an d un der such regul'
atiollif
as the Congress shall make. (c)
Of triui by ju_3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall, be
ry.
by jury; and such trials shall be held in the state where the said
Where to be crimes shill have been comInitt'ed; but when not committed within
held.
any state, the trial shall be at such place or places as 'the Congress
may-by law have directed. .

~x~e~t of the
JudiclIllpower.1 Wheat. 304.

"
--under'this
ansmg

SECTION
Definition of
treason and
mode of proof.

Its punishment.

m.

1. Treason against the United' States, shill consist oniy in levying
'. t th
. adh'
. ene1llles,
.
.. th em aJ.'d'
war agams
em, or ill
ermg to th ell'
gIVIDg
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the
testimony of two witnesses' to the same overt a:ct, or on confession in'
open court.
. 2. The Congress ~hall have power' to declaJ.·e the p~hme.nt ~f'
treason, but no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or,
forf'eiture except during the life of. the per'son attainted.
(a) 12 Peters, 657-:-:672. 11 Peters, 167. 1. Cranch,187.. 5 Peters), 190. 9 Peters, 704.
9 Crunch, 292. , 7 Wheat. 38. 2 Wheat., 369. 3 Dallas, 17,411. 4 vr!lI1ch, 75. 8 Peters
193.- 5 Peters, 1. 6 \Vheat. 264. 11 Wheat. 467.- 7 Criuich, 108.
.

(b)7 Whent.-S8, 534. 2 Wheat.8S9. 3 D~llris,17, 411. S-Peters, 193. 5 peters,1,.
190; 284. 2 Dill. 207. 7 Peters, 627, 12 Peters, 657-755. 6 Wheat. 264. 9 Wheat.·
738.
. _ '.
.

(e)7 CrUnch, 108.3 Dall. 321. 3 cranch, 159, 268.9 Wheat:73B. 5 Cmnch,3!l4.
1 Wheat. 304: '7 Wheat. 38,164.. ·2·Wheat. 363: 3·Wheat.246,433. 1 Peters, 562. '8
Wheilt.312. 4 Wheat. 311. 12 Wheat 117; 129. 6 Wheat. 448. 2 Peters, 449.
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,ARTICLE'IV.
SECTION I.

"Full faith 'and credit shall be b"
mven in each state to the public acts,
records" arid judicial
proceedings
of every
other state. And tpe Con,
' . ' . .
gress,may by general laws prescribe the ,manner in which such acts,
recor an-d ,procea dings shall
' b e prove d,and the ,effect t h ereof '. ( a)

as,

'SECTION

Mntnril credit

to be given to
thfe pnblic acts,
0 the states.
JlIode. of.a~"
thenticatin".
5-3
Me. 347~

n.

1. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and Recipl'Ocal ..
•
·tios 0 fCItizens
' .
. hal'
.
right of citi·
mrrnum
ill t e sever ' states.
zenship.
-2. A. person charged in any state with treasDn, felony, or other ~b~~:s9from
crime, who shall Hee from justice,and be found in another state, shall inM~~~ 536.
Qndemand of the executive authority of the state from which hefted,
be delivered up, to be removed to the state having jurisdiction of
the crime.
3..N 0 person held to serVice or labor in one state, mider the laws Fugitives from
'"
to .anoth er, shall"
service or. la- •
t :t.
,11ereo-f,escapmgm
. , i l l consequence 0 f . any .Iawol' bol'o
regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor ,but shall k.':9~~h. C. C;.
be delivered up on claim of the party t{) whom ,such serVice :01' labor 16
2 P iCk. !1.
p et,539.

.

~h~

SECTION' ill.

. 1. New' states 'may be admitted by "the' Congress int<> this Union ; Admission of
but no new state shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of new states.
any other state-jnor any state be formed qy the junction of two or
more states, or parts of st.ates, without the consent of the legislatures
of the states concerned as wen as of .the Congress.
2. The Congress shall have power·to dispose of'and make all need- Power of conful rules and regulationsrespecting·theterritory or other property be- fe~~o~t~~he
longing to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall ~~h~£lu~Pi.rty
be so construedas:to prejudice any claims of .the United States, or of 1 Pet. 511; 546.'
any particular state.
.
SECTION IV•

. 'TheUillted ·States shallguaranteet{) 'every state in this 'Union a Obligation of
. . t . the
n. States.
t ,and' shall·
republican. fiormof governmen,
. pro t ect each.0··f·them agams
to protect
the.
invasion,':and on application 'of the legislatUre; or of the executive several states.
(when the legislature cannot be ·convened) against domestic violence.

A.RTICLE Y.
: 'The tlollgl'ess,wh~neve~ two tlili·dS of both Houses shall deem it. Row the connecessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on the ~~~~~de~ar'
application ·of the legislatures of two thirds of the several states, shall
call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case,
(a) 7 Crunch, 481. 17-lIfass.521.

9 Mass. 462.

1 Caines, 460. 10 Me. 21.8. 3 Wheat.

21)4. 4l1£etc. 333, 343. 1" Peters, 1112. 9 How. 522. 11 How.165.·

,

,12

CONSTITTJ'l'ION OF THE l'JNITED STATEg.

shall be valid t{) all intents and purposes, aft part of this Oonstltritlol1~
when ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the several stateS',or T)y conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one, or the otheI~
Proviso>
mode 6f ratification may De proposed oy the Congress; P1'ovidedtliat
no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousancT
eight 1:m:i:ulred and eight shall in any manner affect tile first and fourth
clauses in the, ninth ~rection of the :first article; and that no state,
without its consent, shall be, deprived of its equal suffrage in the>
Senate.
ARTICLE'VL
Debts nnder
1.
All
debt&
cORtracted
and encracrements
entered into before the
the eonfederu0'
tiOD assumed 'adoption of this Constitution, shall be as 'valid against the United'StateSl
by the U. S. .
d ,.=_ C
.
d',
_1:' d
.
un 'er tlill:!' onstitrition, as· un er tile COllie eration.
Supremaey of
2. This Constitution, and the laws ofthe United States which sha:IT
u:
St!ltes
eODbe
made in pursuance
all treaties made , or which shall
StituttOll and
'thereof'
, and
'
'
~ament. 264, be made, under the authority of the' Unite~l States-, shall be the su9 Wheat. preme law of the 1'lJld; and the judges in every state· shalllile bounclJ
4: Wlieat. 316. thereby, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any. state to the conrocJ: C. C. R. trary notwithstanding.
,
1.'rg~~· c. c.
3. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned,and the'
6 Pet. 515.
members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and judi1 Wheat. 304.
•
.
Oath n;quired CIal officers, both of the United States and of the several states, shall
of public ofli- b b
1:
_1Y!..'
'
. ~=- C
.•
1)ut, n(}
eel's.
e ound 1.uy oatll
or 1illil'Illation,
to support
tlW.; onstitution;
n uirec1 as a qualification to any' office
No rcligious
relifrious,
test shall ever be re ':l
tcst.
0
public trust under the Uillted States.
1:)

.

,

gn:

or

ARTICLE VII.
Ratification of
ihis constitution.

The ratification of the conventions of nine states', shall be sufficient
for the establishment of this ConStitution between the stfLtes· so ra';~Cli-J'
ing the same.
DO~TE IN CONv'E,..;,[TION, by the unanimous consent of the states pres-ent the seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven and of the illdependence ·of the United States of America, the twelfth. In
mmess whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names.
, GEO.

WASHINGTON-

P1'esident and depnty from Vi1·yini,(c.
NEW :EI.A.MPSHffiE.
NICHOLAS

JOHN LANGl>ON,

GILMAN.

MASSACHUSETTS.

RUFUS KING.
CO~TNECTICUT.

War. SAir'L

JOHNSON,

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED SUTES.

NEW yo:jllr.
ALEXi\NDER" HA.mLTON.

NEW JERSEY.
WIL: LrTINGSTON,

DAvID BREARLEY,

Will.

JONA. DAYTON.

PATTERSON,
PE:NNS'YLV.!.1ru..

!B. FR.A.t."'lJITJ:N,

"THOMAS :MiFFLIN,

ROBT. MORRIS,

GEO: CLYMER,

THos. FITZSIMONS,

J.ARJID INGERSOLL.,

JAMES" WILSON,

GOUV:

Monms.

DE-LA..WARE.

READ,

GEO:

GUNNING BEDFORD, JR.,
RIC lIARD BASSETT.

JOliN" DICKINSON,

J ACO:

BROOM,

M.A.RYLAND.

DAN: <DF Hr. THUS. J ENIFER.

.JAMES McHENRY,

DANL.

C.ARROLL,
VIRGINIA.

JAMES ~I.mISON, JR •

.JOliN BLAIR,
N0RT.II CAROLINA.

WM.

Ru.

BLOUNT,

RICH'n DOBBS SPAIGHT.

WILLIAMSON,
SOUTH CAROLINA.

3.

RUTLEDGE,

ClIARLES COTESWORTH PINClL.'IEY,

ClIARLES PINcrr:irnY,

PIERCE BUTLER.

GEORGIA.
"WILLIAM

Fmv,

Attest:

ABR. BALDWIN.

WILLIAi\I

JACKSON.,

88m·etarl!'

The Constitution was adopted on the 17th of Septem.ber, 1787., by
the Convention appointed in pursuance of the resolution of the Congress of the Confederation, of the 21st February, 1787, and was ratified by the Conventions of the several States, as follows, viz :
By Convention of Delaware, 7th Decem.ber,
1787.
"
"H
~'Pennsylvania,12th"
1787.
"
"
" New Jersey, 18th "
1787.

1
"a
(;1
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By Convention of Georgia, 2d January,
" Connecticmt, 9th "
-"
"
" JYIassachusetiE, 6th February,
"
"
"
Maryland, 28th April,
"
"
"
South Carolina, 23d May,
",,"c,
" New Hampshire, 21st June-,.
" Virginia,_ 26th June;
"
"
" New York, 26th July,
"
"
" North Carolina, 21st November,
"
"
,," Rhode Island, 29th l\fay,
"

1788.
1788.
1788.
1788,.
178S.
1788.
1788.
n88.
1789.
1790'.

N oTE.-The foregoing- constitntion '\l1lS,. by the Totes of nine states represented in Congress, on the thirteenth day of Septemoer, one thousand seven hundred. and: eighty:eight, declared to have oeen ratified in the manner therein prescnoed, and the first;
Wednesday of Murch, then next, was- designated as the time for commencing proceedingsunder the s a m e . , -

ARTIOLES
IN ADDITION TO, AND- AMENDMENT OF

THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA.
ARTICLEI.
Congress shall make no law respecting an estaoIishment of religion,
"thereo;
f 01" ahTI"d'
or prohib''':'':
llJillg th e ~
!..L:ee exerCISegrog the fre-e dom 0 f
ir~;~~n~~eti- speech, -or of the pre..~; or 'the- right or the- people- peaceably t{} assemtion.
ble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Religious freedom aud
rights
of the

ARTICLE II.
Right to bear
:trms.

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free
state, the right of the people tl} keep, and beaJ; arms~ shall not be
infringed. _

ARTICLE III.
'Restdctions on

'fro~~~ng

No soldier shall, in time of peace be qp.arterecl in any- house, without
the consent of the owner, nor in time
war, but. in a manner to, be
prescribed by law.

of
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ARTICLE YV.
The ricrht of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects acrainst unreasonable searches and. seizures, shall n,ot be
violated, ~d ~o walTants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirrriation, and particularly describing the place to
be searched, and the ':persons or things to be seized.
.

I:)

.

.

RestrictiodllS on
search an
seizure.
3

.Cranch~

448.

A.:B/CIQJdil Y!
No person shall be h~ld to answer for a capital, or otherwise'infar Rights of per.
unl·
. di
't f
d .
sons charged
mOUS cnme,
ess on a presentmen~ or ill ctmen 0 a gran Jury, with crimes
. cases al'lSillg
. . .ill the Iand or naval. 10rces,
2.
•
the mili'ti' a, and
of private
excep t ill
or ill
property. ..
when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any
.
person be subject for the same offence to b~ twice put in jeopardy of
life or linib; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case, to be a wit- 4 Wash. C. C.
ness against hlmself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property with- :s~~er's C.
out due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public fp~i.l~43.
•
. •
. '
..
...
q Dal 304
use, WIthout Just compensation.
2Pet: 380; 657.

A.RTIOLE VI,
In all criminal prosecuti~ns, the accused shall enjoy the right to a !ll0d~ Of ~al

speedy and public trial, by aD. impartial jury of the state and district :s~~
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature
and cause of the' accusation; to be corif'ronted With the witnesses
against him; tD have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in
his favor, and to h,ave the assistance of counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VII.

In suits at common
law, where
the
. . ..
...
.
twenty dollars, the right of trial by
f~ct tried by jury shall be otb.erwise
United States, tllap. according to the

value in controversy shall exceed
9f~vil':uactions.
by.}ury
.
.
ill Cl
jury shall be preserved, and no 1 Gall. C. C•.
re-examined in any Court of the :Ie~: 523.
rules of the common law.
~4p~~~3~2.

ARTICLE

V~II!

-- Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed,
. lim
.. d
.
nor crneI an.d 1;illusual
.. ' pums ents iJ;tflicte .
..

Of bail. Of
fines or ollier
punishments.

ARTICLE IX.
. The eI).umeration in ~he Constitution, of. certain rights, shall not be r~1~t~~:s;~:
C()ll.strued to de:r;ty or disparage others retamed by the people.
pIe.·

ARTICLE X.
The powers not delegated tD the United States by the Constitution,
.nor prohib't
I ecl b
y 'It to the states, are reserved tD the states respectIvely,
or to the.
p. eople.
.

.

-

Powers retained by the states
and people.
3
Wash. C.C.
R.313.
. 11 Pet. 257.
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. ARTICLE XI.
U .•S. courts.
. no. to have.Jnlis.diction of
SUltSindividJ.'lls
brOllo-ht
llY
ao-mnst one of
thc states.

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to
'.
• •
.•
....:.
•
extend to any smt ill law or eClmty, commenced or prosecuted agamst
. . 0 f anot h
one 0 f th e U·
mte d Sta tes by ."
CItizens
er 'state,or by Cl'tiz'ens or
b'
f
£
.•
BU aects 0 any orergn state.

3 Dill. 878.

ARTICLE XII.
Mhan~er of
. The Electors shall meet in their respective
c oosmg presidenp Ilnd 1ice ballot for President and Vice President, one of
presIdent. .
b"
.

states, and vote by
whom, at least, shall
not e an inhabItant of the same state mth themselves; they shall
.
name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct
ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and they shall make
distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons'
voted for as Vice President, and of the numbeI' of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat
of the government of the United States, directed to the President of
the Senate; -the President of the Senate shall, in the presence of .
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and
the votes shall then be counted; -the 'person having the greatest
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number
be a majority of the whole. nuinber of Electors' appointed;' and if no
person have. such majority, then from the persons having the highest
numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose, immediately, by
ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall
Choice by
be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote;
housc of r e p - .
..
resentatives in a quorum for this pmpose shall consist of a member or members from
case by
of no
t and'"
f'all the .st·at·es s.hall
'.
tion
theclec-. tw0 thir'.ds 0f the staes,
a maJOl'i.'ty' o·
. 1)e neceselectors.
sary to a choice. And if the Honse of Representatives shall not
choose a President, whenever the I~ght of choice' shall devolve upon
them, before the fourth day of March next' following, then the Vice
. President shall act as President, as in the case of the death' or other
constitutional disability of the President.
The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice President,
Cho~ce of vice shall be the Vice President if such number be a maiOl1.ty 'of the whole
preSIdent by
,
"
the senate, in number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majOl1.ty, then
case of no c l e c - . .
•
tion by the
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the
electors.
Vice' President.; a cluorum for the pmpqse shall consist of two thirds
of the whole number of Senators, and a majOl1.ty of the whole nUlllber
shall be necessary to a choice.
-:~s. qnlllifica-

But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of Presic1ent,
shall be eligible to that of Vice Pre siclent of the Unitec1 States.
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ARTICLE XIII.
SEC. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a Sluvery nbol.
. h d.
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly con- 15 e
victed, shall exist within the United States or' any place subject to
their jurisdiction.
SEC. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by Congress power to enforce
appropriate legislation.
tllli; nrticle.

ARTICLE XIV.
SEC. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, Who nre citi-.
· t t 0 the JUl'lS
. . di ction thereo,
f are CItizens
..
d zens of the
and sub~ec
0 f the U't
ill e United Stntes
States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or s~~~s~\t~ir
enforce any law which shall abridge the plivileges or immunities of ~~~es~d
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person
of life, liberty or property, without due process of law, nor deny to
any person within its jUlisdiction the eClual protection of the laws.
SEC. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the. several Apportion. respective
. numbers, counting
. the woe
h I nUlll- ment
of rept
sates
according to then'
rescntnti,es.
bel' of persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when
the right t{) vote ,at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, representatives in Congress, the executive and judicial officeI.:s of a state, or the members of
the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such
state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States,
or in any way ablidged except for participation in rebellion or other
Clime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state.
SEC. 3. No perSJn shaH be a senator or representative in Con- Certain pergress, or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, ~~~sfr~b~:
civil or military, under the United States, or under any state, who, iog offiee.
having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an
officer of the United States, or as a member of any state legislature,
or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall ha:ve engaged in insurrection or
rebellion against the same, or given aid or cOlnfort to the enelnies .
thereof. But congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each house,
remove such disability. '
SEC. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, Validity ofllie
. dbyaw,
I
. I udin g debts mCUl~'e
.
d £or payment 0f
'
public debt not
authorlZe
mc
penslOns
to be questionand bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall cd.
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insulTection
or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or
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emancipation of any slave; but alI snchdebts,' obligations and claims
shall be held illegal and v o i d . ,
c?ngress powSEC. 5. The congress shall have power to enforce, by approprier to enforce,
. lation,
'
..
f t1..!•1
thi.s article.
ate l'egls
t h e prOVISIons
0
,J.J.J1j artic e.

ARTICLE XV.
Rig1Jtof impartial snffrag~.
Congress pow-

ili!s0~~~~:e

SEC. 1.: The right' of citizens of the United States to vote shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any state on:
account of race, color or previous condition of servitude:
SEC. 2. The congl'ess,shUll ha~e power to 'enforce this article by
'appropriate legislation.,
NOTE.-The first ten ot: the foregoing amendments were'proposed I1t the first session~
of the first congress held under the constitution; the eleventh amendment was proposed,
at the second session of the third' congress; the twelfth, at the first session of the eighth'
congress; the thilieenth, at the second session of the tlility-cighth congress; the fonr-'
tpenth, at the first session of the thirty-ri.inth congress, and, the fifteenth, ,at the third.
session of the fortieth congress, and were all adopte~ by the nUlllber of states, reqnired
by the fifth article of the original constitution.

,>

