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CHAP. 137. 

INSANE - CRIMINALS. [TITLE XI. 

CHAPTER 137. 

DISPOSAL OF INSfi"'E CRIMINALS. 

SEC. 1. When 0. person is committed to j ill by a mo."oistro.te on 0. crimino.l cho.rge, nny 

justice of the conrt mo.y order him to the inso.ne hospito.l. 

2. When 0. gro.nd or trio.l jnry omits to find o.gainst o.ny o.ccnsed by renson of in-, 
So.nity, court sho.ll commit him to the hospito.l. 

3. How o.nd by whom he mo.y be discho.rged therefrom. :Bond to be given; when 

he mo.y be recommitted. 

4. How he shill be snpported o.t the hospito.l. 

5. When o.n inmo.te of the sto.te prison becomes insnne, how nnd by whom he 

may be sen t to the hospito.l. 

Wh':ll o.per-. SEC. 1. When any person is indicted for a criminal offence, or is 
son IS commlt- • t d t ··1 h th f b . 1·' . d f te~ t? j nil on 0. comIDlt e o' J al on a c ar ge ereo y a trIa JustIce or JU ge 0 

~=~~~c. a police or municipal court, any judge of the court before which he 
R. s. c.137,§ 1. is to be tried, when a plea of insanity is made in court, or he is noti. 

When o.jnry 
omits to find 
o.gainst o.ny 
accused by 
reo.son of in­
sanity. &c. 
R. S. c.137, 
§ 2. 

fied that it will be made, may, in vacation or tenn time, order such 
person into the care of the superintendent of the insane hospita1, to 
be detained and observed by him till the further order of the court, 
that the truth or falsity of the plea may be ascertained. 

SEC. 2. When the grand jury omits to find an indictment against 
any person arrested W legal process to answer for any offence, by 
reason of his insanity, they shall certify that fact to the court; and 
when a traverse jury, for the same reason, acquits any person 
indicted, they shall state that fact to the court when they return 
their verdict; and the court, by a precept stating the fact of insan-
ity, may commit him to prison or to the insane hospital, till restored 
to his right mind or delivered according to law; but he shall only 
remain in prison till provision can be made for him at the hospital, 
and then removed thereto. 

How person so SEC. 3. .Any person so committed may be discharged by any 
committed . 
mo.y be dis- judge of the supreme judicial court, in tenn time or vacation, on sat-
B~~!,etc. isfactory proof that his discharge will not endanger the peace and 
When re-com- safety of the community; or the judge may, on application, commit 
mitted. 
186?, c. 139. him to the custody of any friend, who gives bond to the judge of 

probate for the comity of Kennebec, with sufficient sureties, approved 
by said judge of probate, conditioned for the safe keeping of such 

[See chap. 24, insane person, and the payment of all damages which any person 
ofl861, uure- may sustain by his acts. And when, on satisfactory proof, he is 
peo.led.] 

again found insane, and dangerous, any judge of the supreme judi-
cial court may, by a precept stating the fact of his insanity, rccom­
mit him to the insane hospital. 
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SEC. 4. The person so committed shall be there supported at his CHAP. 138. 
own expense, if he has sufficient means; otherWise, at- the 'exPense of How snpport­

ed at hospitnl. 
the. state. . R. S. c. 131, 

SEC. 5. When an inmate of the state prison becomes insane, the ~hen an in. 

warden shall notify the governor of the fact, and he, with advice of matc Of. the 
. • • • " • state pnson 

council, shall appomt a commISSIOn of two or more skillful phYSICIanS becomes in-

t · . h d if h' t' £ d' b th' sane, proceed-o mvestigate t e case, an sue mma e 18 oun msane y elf ings. 

examination, he shall be sent to the msane hospital until he becomes f5~' c. 137, 

of sound mind; and if this takes place before the expiration of his 
sentence, he shall be returned to prison; but if after, he shall be 
discharged free. The expenses of the commission, removal, and 
support, shall be paid by the state. . 

CHAPTER 138 .. 

PARDONS, A..c'ID FUGITIVES FRO1\! JUSTICE. 

P.illDONS. 

SEC. 1. CO!lditionai pardons may be granted to persons under sentence of death. 

2. Written notice shall be given to county attorney on all petitions for pardon, 

and any other notice ordered by execntive, and he may reqnire the min­

utes of the trinl. 
8. Governor and council may commnte to' imprisonment in jail. 

. '" 
FUGITIVES FRO)! JUSTICE IN THIS ST.l.TE. 

SEC. 4. Governor to appoint an agent to demand and receive fngitives in other states. 

5.. May offer rewards for apprehending persons convicted, or charged with crimes. 

FUGITIVES FROM JUSTICE IN OTHER ST.l.TES. 

SEC. 6. May issne his warrant to surrender fugitives found in this state. 

7. When the court or magistrates may issne warrants for the arrest of fIlii-tives 
from j nstice fonnd in this state. 

S. The case to be e..'mmined, and if made ont, may be contin~ed to obtain execn­

tive warrant, and accused, bailed or committed. Results of forfeiture of 

snch bail. 

9. :e:e shall be discharged at the adjourned day unless execntivewarrant is ob­

tained, or for canse case fnrther continued, bnt these proceedings not to 

prevent arrests in the ordinary mode~ . 

10. The complainant shall be answernble}or costs of snch proceedings. 

PARDONS. 

SEC. 1. When any person sentenced to suffer the pu,nishment of Conditionnl 
• pardons may 

death, applies to the governor for a pardon, he may, by the advice be granted to 

f h · . . persons nnder 
and consent 0 t e council, grant a pardon on condition that the con- senrence of 

viet shall be impri~oned or confined to hard labor for life, or any ~:S~.138, § 1. 

• 
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