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838 [TITLE XI. 

CHAP. 122. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 
B. 

4. 
5, 

CHAPTER 122. 
OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE. 

PEnJURY. 

Definition and punishment of perjnry, and subornation of perjury, 

The like attempt when perjury is not comnlitted. 

Proceedings by any court, on presumption of perjury before such court; wit

nesses recognized, and papers detain cd. 

Form of indictmeut for perjury. 

Form of indictment for perjury in falsely swearing to II materiliJ. statement in 

II complaint or other writing. 

BnmERY .ll\""D CDRRUI'TIDN IN OFFICERS DF THE L.A.w .ll\""D OTHERS. 

SEC. 6. Bribery and acceptance of bribcs by public officers. 

7. Corrupt solicitation of inflnence to procure places of trust, and acceptance 

of rewards fofusing the same. 

8. Bribery of jurors, referees, masters in chancery, appraisers, or auditors, "and 

acceptance thereof by them. 

9. The party informing exempted from punishment. 

10. Attempts to. corrupt jurors or referees, and misconduct of jurors. 

11. Sheriffs and other office~s receiving bribes for neglect of official dnty. 

12. Corrupt agreements by attorneys and others, in order to obtain demands for 

collection by suits at law. 

ESC.ll'ES BY THE MISCD~-nUCT OF OFFICERS.ll\-n OTIliRS, 

SEC. lB. Officers refus~g or oInitting to execute processes, whereby criIninals escape. 

14. Voluntiuily suifeltilg criIninals to escape in capital cases; als~ in other cases. 

15; Negligen:t escapes, aud refnsing to receh:e prisoners. 

16, Forcibly rescuing, furnishing means or otherwise aiding an escape. 

CDMI'DUNDING FELDNIES. 

SEC. 17. Compounding felonies punishable with death or state prison for life; and' also 

other felonies. 

REFUSING TO. .AID OFFICERS .ll\""D OBEY M..I.GISTllTES. 

SEC. 18. Refnsing to Did officers, when required. 

19. Refusing to obey justices of the peace, when required in new of a breach of 

the peace. 

FALSELY AsSUML-;G TO. BE 11. JUSTICE DR OFFICER, 

SEC. 20. Falsely assuIning to be a justice of the peace or other officer. 

DISGUISING TO. OBSTRUCT THE EXECUTION DF THE LAWS. 

SEC. 21. Punishment for disguising to obstruct the execntion o(the laws. 

EXTDRTIDN. 

SEc.22. Penalty for officers extorting illegal fees, und for witnesses making. false cer

tificutes of traYeland uttendance. 
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PERJURY. CH.AP~ 122. 

SEC. 1. Whoever, when required to tell the truth on oath or Defi!lition and 
pnmshment of 

affirmation lawfully administered, willfully and corruptly swears or perjury, !,-nd 

affi f: Is I . I . din b fi subornation . rms a e y to any materIa matter, III a procee g e ore any of pmjury. 

court, tribunal or officer created by law, or in relation to which an :6t;'·~~:'6t:· 
oath or affirm. ~tion is authorized by law is guilty of periury' and 35 Me. 315. 

, J , 39 Me. 337. 
whoever procures another to commit perjury shall be deemed guilty 49 Me. 4

2
1
1
2
7

, 
50 Me. • 

of subornation of perjury; . and punished. in either case, if the per-
jury was committed in atrial of a capital crime, by imprisonment for 
life or any term of years not less than ten, and~if committed in any 
'other case, by imprisonment not less than two, nor more than ten 
years. 

SEC. 2. Whoever willfully and corruptly endeavors to incite or The like at

procure another to commit perjury, though it is not committed, shall ~~~~~v~e~ot 
be punished by imprisonment not less than one, nor more than five R:~~ti~~; § 2. 

years. 

SEC. 3. When any witness or party, legally sworn and examined, Proceedings 

or making affidavit in any proceeding in a court of reco,rd, testifies in ~.any court, 

such a manner as to raise a reasonable presumption. that he is guilty R. S. c.122, § 3. 

of perjury therein, the court may innnediately order him committed 
to prison, or take his recognizance with sureties fo~' his appearance to 
answer to a charge of perjury; and bind over any witnesses present 
to appear at the proper court to prove such charge, order the deten-
tion as· long as necessary of any PlYlers or documents produced and 
deemed necessary in the prosecution of such charge, and cause notice 
of these proceedings to be given to the state's attorney for the 'same 
county. 

SEC. 4. Indictments against persons . for committing perjury 
before any court or tribunal drawn substantially as hereinafter pro
vided, shall be deemed sufficient in law, viz: 

STATE OF MAINE. 

, --, ss. At the --court begun and holden at -' -, in and for Form of in-
'd t f th Tn d f . th dictment for Sal coun y 0 --, on e -- es ay 0 --, III . e year of perjury. 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and __ . ~8;.5, c. 324, 

The jurors for said state, upon their oath present, that A. B. of 
--.' in the county of --, (addition,) at --, in the county of 
--, on the -- day of --, in the year .of our Lord one thous-
and eight hundred and --, appea,red as a witness in a proceeding 
in which C. D. and E. F. were parties, then and there being heard 
before a tribunal of competent jurisdiction, and committed the crime 
of perjury, by testifying as follows: (here set out the matter sworn 
to and alleged to be false,) which said testimony was material to the 
issue then and there pending in said proceeding, against the peace of 
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CHAP. 122 .. said state and contra:ry to the form of the statute in such case made 
and provided. . 

-- --, -Foreman. 
'-- -' -, County Attorney. . 
SEC. 5. All indictments against persons, for committing perjury 

in swearing or affirming to .any material matter in any complaint or 
other writing in ~elation to which an oath or affirmation is authori~ed 
by law, shall be deemed sufficient in law, wh~m drawn substantially 
as follows:' . 

STATE OF M:.A.INE. 

Form of --, ss. At the --' court begun and holden at --, in and 
indictment for .' f . ]lC\:iul"Y in for sUld county 0 --, on the -- day of --, ill the year of our 
falsely swear- L d' th 'd' ht h dr d' d in" to a mute- or one ousan eIg un e an --. 
rhflfac~in a The J'urors for said state upon their oath present that A B of complamt or '.' .. 
oth~r writing. __ , in the county of --, (addition,) at _. -, in the county of 
186o, c. 324, . • 
§ 2. ' --, on the day of -.-, ill the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and --, before G. H., esquire, then and there hav
ing competent authority to administer oaths, committed the crime of 
perjury, by falsely swearing (or affirming) to material matter in a, 
writing signed by the said A. B., and dated the -- day of--, 
A. D. 18-, against the peace of said state and contrary to the form 
of the statute in such case made and provided. 

-- --, Foreman. 
-- --, County J.ttorney. 

Bru:BERY AL"'D CORRUPTION IN OFFICERS OF THE LAW AND OTHERS. 

Bribery and SEC. 6. Whoever gives, offers,or promises, to an executive, legis
~~~~~st.a~;~t lative, or judicial officer, before or after he is qualified or takes his 
~~ s~~i~~, H. seat, any valuable consideratio~ or gratuity whatever, or to do any 

. act beneficial to such officer, mth intent to influence his action, vote,. 
opinion, or judgment, in any niatter pending, or that may come' 
legally before him in his official capacity, shall be punished by impris
onment not more than five years, or by fine not exceeding three thou
sand dollars; and whoever accepts such lJribe or beneficial thing, in 
the mariner and for the purpose aforesaid, shall forfeit his office, be 
forever disqualified to hold any public office, trust, or appointment 
under this state, and be punished by imprisonment not more than ten 

. years, or by fine not exceeding frve thousand dollars .. 

Corrupt solici- SEC. 7. . Whoever directly or. indirectly gives, offers, or promises 
~~~~~t~f p~!n- any valuable consideration or gratuity to any person not included in 
cure places of section six with intent to induce him to procure for him by his inter-
~u~k , . 
R. S. c.122, § 5. est, influence, or any other means, any place of trust in this state; 

and whoever, not included as aforesaid, accepts the same in the man
ner and for the purpose aforesaid, shall be forever disqualified to hold 
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any place of trust in this state, and punished by fine not exceeding CHAP. 122. 
three hundred dollars, and imprisonment less than one year. 

SEC. S., Whoever corruptly gives, offers, or promises; any valua- ~libery of 

bl 'd' .' d' t d Jurors, re-e conSI eratlOn or gratUIty to any person summone , appom e ,ferees, masters 

chosen, or sworn, as a juror; arbitrator, umpire or referee, auditor, ~~~~~~~~~{;r 
master in chancery, or appraiser of real or personal estate, with auditors, and 

, ' ' acceptance 
intent to influence his opinion or decisioJ:! in any matter pending, 'or thereof by 

that may come legally before him for decision or action; and whoever ~~e&~.122, § G. 

corruptly or knowingly receives the same, in the manner and for the 
purpose aforesaid, shall be punished by imprisonment not more than 
five years, or by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

SEC. 9. Whoever, offending in the manner: described in the three .~he 1;'arty ill
precedi;ng sections, gives information, under oath, against the other ~~~t~ndgf;~~ 
party so offending, and duly prosecutes him, shall be exempt from the h~S:s~~2~§' i., 
disqualifications and punishments therein pr{)vided. 

SEC. 10. Whoever attempts improperly to influence any juror, or Attempt.s to 

d . t d ' h b' t " fi corruptJUTors one rawn, appolll e ,or sworn as suc , or any ar Itra or, or re eree, or refcrees 

in relation to any matter pendi~g, or that may come legally before ~~s. c.122: § s. 
him for action or decision; and whoever, drawn, summoned, or sworn, 
as a juror; promises or agreE;lsto give a verdict for or against any per-
soh in any case, or receives any paper, information, or e'vidence reI at-
ingto any matter, for the trial of which he is sworn, without the 
authority of the court or officer before whom such matter is pendmg, 
and without immediately disclosing it to such court or officer, shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding tw~ hundred dollars, and imprison-
ment not more than three months. 

SEC. 11. If any sheriff, deputy sheriff, coroner, or constable, Sheriffs and 
'. fr ' h 'I bl h' other officers reCeIves om any person any money, or ot er va ua e t mg, as an receiving 

inducement for omitting or delaying to sell any property on execution, fe~~~f ~~~i~
to arrest any defendant and carry him before a magistrate or to ~t~i.·c.l~2, § '9 .. 

prison, or to peiform any other official fluty, he shall be punished by 
a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, and' imprisonment not 
more than three months. 

SEc. 12. If any person loans, advances, or promises to loan or Corrupt agree-

d .. t' . d f t ments by a vance any money; gIves or promIses .0 gIve ay 0 paymen on artorneys and 

any demand left with him for collection; gives or promises any val- Rt~Sl:S~.~~2, 
uable consideration; becomes liable in any manner for the payment § 1_0' n 

- • ' , 1808, c. :>. 
of any thing; becomes surety for another for such payment, or 
requests, advises, or procures another person to become responsible or 
surety as aforesaid, with intent thereby to procure any account, note, 
or other demand -for the profit arising from its collection by a smt at 
law, he shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred,nor 
less than twenty dollars; or' 'such penalty may be recovered' by an' 
action of debt, one-half to the use of the person sUing therefor in'his 
own narrie, and the otherio the state. 
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CRAP. 122. ESCAl'ES BY THE lllISCOl\'J)UCT. OF OFFICERS AND OTHERS. 

9fficers r~fl!s- SEC. 13. If any officer, authorized to serve process, willfully and 
mgorormtttng tl fu ttl" wf~_l " t him .:1=_ t d to execute corrup y re ses 0 execu e any a U1 process 0 w!'ec e , 
proces<es &c .. him t fi h d' h . R. S. ;. 122, . reqmrmg 0 arrest or con ne any person c arge WIt or conVlC-
§ 11. ted of any offence; or thus omits or delays to execute it, whereby 

the offender escapes, he shall be punished by imprisonment less than 
one year, and by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Volu~tari1y: SEC. 14. If any jailer or other officer voluntarily suffers any 
SUffel'lllg cnm-. • his d t h h II b . h d if h" . inaIs to escape prISoner m custo y 0 escape, e s a e punIS e, suc prIs-. :s~~~~~~ oner was convicted of a capital felony, by a fine not exceeding one 
fi~' c. 122, thousand dollars, and by imprisonment for life; if charged with such 

felony, by imprisonment not less than five, nor more than fifteen 
years; if charged or convicted .of any· other . offence, by the same 
penalties and punishments that such prisoner would have suffered or 
been liable to suffer if he had not escaped. . 

Negligent es· SEC. 15. If any jailer or other officer, through negligence, suffers 
~~r~St~~~c~~e any prisoner in his custody for a criminal offence to· escape, 01' will
rrS~~:r:22, fully refuses to receive into his custody any prisoner committed to 
§ 13. him on any lawful process, he shall be punished by imprisonment in 

the county jaiJ not more than two years, and by fine not exceeding 
.five hundred dollars. 

Forciblyrescn- SEC •. 1~. Whoever forcibly rescues any prisoner lawfully detain
~~~~~Sbing ed for any criminal offence; conveys into any jailor other place of 
?therwise aid- confinement any disgu,ise, arms, instruments, or other things adapted 
Ing an escape. 
R. S. c.122,. and intended to aid, or in any way aids him to escape, though such 
§ 14. • D> d d h . h 
1869, c. 27. escape IS not ellectc or attempte ; or W oever secretes, or WIt a 

Compounding 
felonies, how 
punishable. 
R. S. c.122, 
§ 15. . 

design to aid the· prisoner in his escape, Or with such design, in any 
way assists such prisoner that has escaped, or is at large, shall be 
punished, if such prisoner was in custody for any felony, by imprison
ment not less than one, nor more than seven years; and if for any 
other offence, by imprisonment less than one year, and by fine not ex-· 
ceeding five hundred dollars. . 

COMPOUNDING FELONIES. 

SEC. 17. Whoever, having knowledge of the commission of any 
offence, takes any valuable consideration, gra~uity, or promise there
for, with an agreement or understanding, express or implied, to com
pound, conceal, not prosecute, or not give evidence of such offence, 
shall be punished, if such offence is punishable with death, or impris
onment for life, or an unlimited term of years, by imprisonment not 
more than five years, or by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars; 
but if the offence is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 
for a limited term of years, he shall be punished by imprisonment less 
than one year, and by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 
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REFUSING TO AID OFFICERS AND OBEY MAGISTRATES. CHAP. 122. 

SEC. 18. Whoever, when recluired in the name of the state, by ~elfusffiiug to 
I • file 0 cers. 

· any sheriff, deputy sheriff,coroner, or constable; neglects or refuses R. S. c. 122, 

to aid him in the execution of his office in any criminal case, in the §·16. 

preservation of the peace, in arresting and securing any person for 
· it breach of the peace, or engaged in the escape or rescue of persons 
arrested on civil process, shall be punished by imprisonment not more 
than thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 
. SEC. 19. Ifany person neglects or refuses to obey any justice of Refus~ng .to 

.1. ·h·· f b h f th . h 1r obey Justices tlle peace, wen, III VIew 0 a reac 0 e peace, or ot er Ollence of the peace, 

proper for his cognizance, he requires such person to arrest and bring ~cs. c. 122, 

the offender before him, he shaIl be punished as in.section sixteen; § 17. 

and if the justice made known or declared. his o:f?ce to such person, 
he shall not plead ignorance thereof. 

FALSELY ASSUMING TO BE A JUSTICE OR OFFICER. 

SEC. 20. Whoever falsely assumes to be a justice of the peace, Falselyassum

sheriff, deputy sheriff, coroner, or constable, and to act as such, or J~fJ~e ~~ ~he -
to require anyone to aid him in any matter pertaining to the duty of ~ffi~:r~r other 

such office, shall be punished by imprisonment less than one year, 01' ¥. S. c. 122. 
. ,18. 

by fine not exceeding four hundred dollars. 6 Me. 281. • 

DISGUISING TO OBSTRUCT THE EXECUTION OF THE LAWS. 

· SEC. 21. . Whoever disguises himself in any manner with intent Puni~hm~~t 
to obstruct the due execution of the laws, or to intimidate any officer, {~ro~:~:~~e 
surveyor,or other person, in the legal discharge of his duty, though ~~:l~~~~ of 

such intent is not effected, shall be punished by imprisoninent less fi~: c. 122, 

than one year, and ?y fine not exceeding five h\lndred dollars. 

EXTORTION. 

SEC. 22. If any person, for performing any service or official Penalo/ f~r 

d~ty, for which the pay is fixed by law, willfully and corruptly de- ~~i~~~\~e--
d d · t k 'ty fi te th· R. S. c. 122 man s an recelves, or a es securl or any grea l' sum an 18 § 20. ,. 

legal; or if any witness falsely and COl'l'UptIy certifies, that, a~£ such, 11 Me. 14ll; 

he traveled more miles or attended more days than he actually did, 
he shall be punished by a fine not exceeding thli'ty dollars for each 
offence, to be recovered, to the use of the state, by indictment found 
within one year after the offence is committed,· or by action of debt, 
commenced within the same time, to the use of the person first suing 
therefor in his own name. 
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