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CItAP. 78. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. [TITLE VTII. 

CHAPTER 78. 

COUNTY COIDIISSIONERS. 

THEIR ELECTION AND TENURE OF OFFICE. 

SEC. 1. Board of commissioners to consist of chnirman and two resident citizens 

elected or appoint~d. Cbnirman to be designated first of January. 

2. Vacnn( ies occurring by expiration of term, filled by election; tenure of office. 

3. Vacancies occurring othenvise are filled by appointment. 

4. Mode of election . 

. 5. M()de of deteTInining who is elected; when they enter on discharge of duties. 

THEIR REGULAll. SESSIONS AND CLERK. 

SEC. 6.· Regnlar sessions; times aud places thereof. 

SEC. 

7. Clerk of the courts to be clerk of commissioners. When he may appoint a 
clerk pro tem. His oath and duty. 

8. 

9 •. 

10 •. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 
16. 

17. 

THEIR POWERS AND DUTms. 

. Two constitute a quorum. How sessions adjourned when· only one or none at· 

tends. 

Officers to. execute precepts of the board. 

Commissioners to be financiul agents of the county; manage its business and 

and property, aud do nil the law prescribes. 

They are to proTIde and keep.in repair court honses, jails and fire-proof rooms 

for the records and papers of the county offices. 

Notify towns of intention to removEi site of county buildings; and towns to .. 
decide by vote thereon. 

To examine jail at each session, and may authorize employment of prisoll-ers. 

Their power to obtain loans restricted. 

Warrants of distress, when and howissI\ed. . 

Action of debt on a judgment of the board: 

No commissioner to be agent ~o expend money, raised by his board, 

THELRCOMFENSATION. 

SEC. 18. Compensation for services and travel, fixed. 

19. Accounts of seivices and travel, how kept and settled. Copy to be .published 

. in newspaper and returned to secretary of state. 

20. Penulty for overcharging, and how collected. 

CUMBERLaND COUNTY. 

SEC. 21. Commissioners of Cumberland, chnirman $600 and others $500 salary.. How 

'Costs to be taxed on refusing to layout .road. Annuul financiul report to 

be published. 

PENOBSCOT AND WASHINGTON COUNTms. 

SEC. 22. Commissioners of Penobscot and Wasbington, compensation for services 

$3,00 a day, and travel 12 and 10 cents a mile. 



TITLE VIII.~ COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 589 

THEIR ELECTION AND TENURE OF OFFICE. CHAP. 78. 
SEC. 1. There shall be a board of commissioners for" each county B(;la~d of coni~ " , llllSSlOners to 

consisting of a chairman and two other citizens resident in the county, be a cbnir-
. db th . h man and two elected, or, in case of a vacancy, appomte y e governor, WIt 0.tl~er resident 

d . . h h' hall b d' tab th t Cltizens elect-a VIce of council. T e c aJl'TIlan s e esrgna e y. em aed or appoint-
their first meeting on ot after the fust day of January annually, to ig'beCfet~~ 
act for one year ted first of . Jannary. 

SEC. 2. Vacancies to occur by expiration of the term of office R. s. c. 7~, §§ 1
1

, 
'. . 1862, c. 60, • 
shall be filled by election on the second Monday of September pre:- Vacancies by 
ceding. If but one is elected, he holds office for three years; if two, r=,~~ed ~y 
the one having the highest number of votes holds for three years, and electifon'fIi' ten-. nre 0 0 ceo 
the next highest, for two years; if three, two hold as last provided, R. S. c. 78, § 2. 

and the other, forone year. If two have an equal number of votes, 
the governor, with advice of council, shall designate who shall hold 
for the longer, and who for the shorter term. 

SEC. 3. When no choice is effected, or a vacancy happens by' Vacancies 
death, . resignation, or. removal from' the county, the governor, with ~&,l~~~ fill
advice of COlincil, shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy, who shall ~e~r. appoint
hold office until the first day of January after another has been R. s. C. 78, § 3. 

. 50 Me. 607. 
chosen to fill the place. 

SEC. 4. Countj commissioners shall be elected on the second lIIode of elec
Monday of September by the written votes of electors qualified to ~~s: c. 78, § 4. 

vote for representatives. The votes shall be received, sorted, count-
ed, "and declared, as votes for representatives are; the names of the 
persons voted for, the number of vot~s for each, and the whole num-
ber of ballots received, shall be recorded by the clerk in the t{)wn 
records, and true copies thereof, sealed and attested. as returns of 
votes for senators, shall be transmitted to the secretary of state within 
thirty days. . 
. SEC. 5. The governor and council, on or before the first day of Mode of de-
D b · h hall d h d tcrmining who ecem er m eac year, s ' open an compare t e votes so returne ,is elected, and 
and may receive testimony on oath to prove that the return from any ~~~~ tfh7 ill;
t{)wn does not a",!ITee with the record of the vote of such town in the chd artige of their 

n es. 
number of votes, or the names of the persons voted for, and to prove R. S. C. 78, § 5. 

hi
· . d . 26 life. 494. 

'IV ch of them IS correct; and the return when foun to be erroneous 54 Me. 602, 

may be corrected by the record. No such correction can be made 605. 

without application within twenty days after the returns are opened, 
" stating the error. alleged, and reasonable notice thereof given to the 
person to be affected by such correction. The persons having the 
highest number of votes, not exceeding the number to be chosen, shall 
be declared elected; and shall be notified thereof by the secretary of 
state, be sworn, and enter upon the discharge of official duties on the 
first day of January thereafter. If a number of persons, exceeding 
the number to be chosen, receive an equal number of votes, no one is 
elected. . 
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CRAP: 78. THEm REGULAR SESSIONS AND CLERK. 

SEC. 13. They shall hold annual sessions in the shire town of eac?-Regular ses
sions, times 
and places county at the times following: . 
thereof. In d' . 
R. S. c. 78, § 9. the county of .An roscoggm, on the first Tuesdays of April and 
.Androscoggin. Oct{)ber. .' 

.Aroostook. In the c<?unty of Aroostook, on the third Tuesday of January. and 
the first Tuesdays of June and July. 

f8~~1:~.r1~~~·2.In the county of Cumberland, on the first Tuesdays of January 
and June. ' 

Franklin. In the county of Franklin, on the last Tuesdays of April and 
December. 

Hancock. In the county of Hancock, on the fourth Tuesday of January and 
1870, c. 122. h d T A ril d 0 t e secon uesdays of AP an . ctober. 
Kennehec. In the county of Kennebec, on the third Tuesdays of April and 
1865, c. 306. 

August, and the last Tuesday of December. 
Knox.. In the county of Knox, on the first Tuesdays of April 'and Decem-
1860,c.146,§4. b d th hird Tu d fA' 
1863, c. 174. er,an et es ay 0 AUgust. 
'Lincoln. In the county of Lincoln, on the second Tuesday of May, the first 
1861, c, 2. 11 d S b h' d . 
1863; c.177. ,ulon ayof eptem er and t e last Mon ay of December. 
Oxford. In the county of Oxfqrd, on the second Tuesday of May, and first 

Penobscot. 

Tuesday of September. . . 
In the county' of Penobscot, on the first Tuesdays of April and 

August, and the second Tuesday of December. . 
Piscataqnis. In the county of Piscataquis, on the' first . Tuesdays of April, 
1868, c. 474, 

. spec.. August and December~ 
Sagadnhoe. 

Somerset. 

In the county of Sagadahoc,on the first Tuesdays of March, July 
and November . 

. In the county or' S~merset, on the first Tuesdays of March and 
August, and the second Tuesday of December. 

Waldo. • In the county of Waldo, on the third Tuesdays of April, August 
1860, c. 126. and December. 

Washington. In the county of Washington, at Machias, on the first Wednesdays 
186~, c. 176. next after the first Tuesdays of January and October, and at Calais, 1870. c. 149. 

on the first Wednesday next after the fourth Tuesday of April. 
York. In the county of York, at Alfred,on the second Tuesdays of April 
1860, c. 155, and October. 

Clerk of the SEC. 7. The clerk of the judicial courts in each county is clerk 
coiirt to be 
clerk "?f .the or'the commi.ssioners; and when the supreme judicial court and the· 
comnnSSlOn- • • •• t th . h . 1. 
ers. When he comllllsSIOners are ill seSSIOn a e same time, e may appoill~ a 
cl:J;u~igi~~. clerk pro tempore to the commissioners, for whose doings he is 

. ~tr~Uth and responsible. Such clerk shall be sworn, and make a daily record of 
R. s. c. 78, § 10. their doings, and they shall examine it, and when correct certify it, 

and it shall be copied into their records by the stated clerk. 

i. 
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THEIR POWERS L'ID DUTIES, CHAP. 78. 

SEC. 8. Two commissioners constitute a quorum; when only one Twoconstitnte 
. ,.' uqnorum, 

attends, he may adjourn to a convement time, and place; when no Hl?w session 
d d' 'd d . ti·.h.. ty udJonrned one atten' s, the' clerk may a Gourn as proVl e m sec on "nen - when only one 

t f h 
' or more ut-

wo, 0 c apter seventy-seven. 'tends. 
SEC. 9.. Sheriffs and their deputies, coroners, and constables, R. S. c. 78, 01. 

. b . Officers to ex-
shall execute all legal processes directed to them y the COIllIlllS- ecnteprecepts 
. , of the hoard. ' 

SlOners. R. S. c. 78, ~ 18. 

SEC. 10: They shall make the county estimates and cause the Commission-
b 'd . d 1 1 . all' d tIers to befinan-taxes to e assesse as reqUIre )y aw; examme, ow an se t e cial agents of 

. accounts of the receipts and expenditures of the moneys of ·the ;~~l c3~~Y thut 
county' represent it· have the care of its property and manaaement the. law pre-

" '" scnbes. 
of its business; by an order recorded, appoint an agent to convey its R; S. c. 78, ~ 6. 

real estate; h~y out, alter or discontinue ways, and perform all other 

duti~s prescribed by law. 

SEC. 11. They shall in the shire town of their county, provide ~~oeJ;g!;,~~ 
and keep in repair, court houses; jails with apartments for debtors keep in repair , . conrt honses, 
separate from criminals; and fire proof buildings of brick or stone jails und fjre-

. " proof rooms 
for the safe keepmg of records and papers belongmg to the offices of for records und 
register of deeds and of probate, and. the clerk of the courts, with ,~gE~~ o~~~~~ 
,separate fire proof rooms and suitable alcoves, cases or boxes for f~ ~. 7; ~~" , 
each office, and also any other necessary buildings. 

'SEC. 12. They shall not remove a county building in the shire Th~y are to 
. d f' th 'half mil fr h notify towns town, or erect a new one mstea 0 Itr-more an a· e om t e of intention to 

former location, without. first giving notice of their intentions and of ~~:;;; ~i~~~ 
the place where they propose to locate it, to the municipal officers, of ~~~~s ~~e
each town in the county; who shall present the same to the town at cide by vote . thereon. 
its next annual meeting for the choice of state or town officers, and R. s. c. 78, 

receive, sort and count, the votes of the 'Voters qualified to vote in § § 16, 17. 

town affairs, for and against the proposal; and they and the clerks . 
shall certify and return such votes to the clerk of said commissioners, 
who shall examine them and act according to the decision of a 

. majority. 

SEC. 13. At the commencement of each session required by law, ''!'l? examine 
th h 11 • h . t k . fi h Jailsuteuch ey s a examme t e prISon, a e necessary precaution or t e session, and 

'ty f' fi th ti f' fi ti' d' 1m may unthOlizc securl 0 pnsoners, or e preven on 0 m ec on an SIC ess, employment 
and for their accommodation; and may authorize the employment for ~~ §~i~~7~~§' 8. 

the benefit of the county, of prisoners committed for crime, in some 1859, c. 80. 

suitable manner not inconsistent with their security and the discipline 
of. the prison. 

SEC. 14. They have power to obtain loans of money for the use Thei! power to 
f th . ty d bli ti'th obtam louns o ell' coun ,an to cause notes or 0 ga ons, WI coupons for restIicted. " 

lawful interest, to be issued for payment thereof at such times as ~85~·,~.7:6.§21.· 
they deem expedient; but such loans shall not exceed ten thousand 
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CHAP. 78. dollars, without first obtaining the consent or the county, substantially 
as provided in section twelve. 

Warrants of SEC. 15. Warrants of distress, on judgments legally rendered 
~~:~~i,. when by the county comInissioners, may be originally issued within two 
~~s~~: 78, §19; years after judgment, and made returnable to the clerk's office 

. within ninety days from their date. New warrants may be issued, 
within two years from the return day of the last preceding warrant, 
fo-r sums remainiug unsatisfied. No warrant shall be originally 
issued against a town until twenty days after a certificate of· rendi
tion of the judgment is transmitted by their clerk to the as~essors of 
such town. Interest on the damages is to be included and collectecl 
by such warrants as in executions. 

Action of dcbt S 16 A ty £ h b fit . d t' .- d db' ona jndgment EC. • par, or w ose ene a JU gmen IS ren ere y 
If. ~~~.~~~§dio. them, may recover the amount in an action of d~bt founded on such 
~7 Me. 29. J' udgment. 
"aMe.214 
No coinntis- SEC; 17. No commissioner shall be appointed to expend money 
~~:f ttg ~~_ assessed or raised for any purpose by the board of which he is a 
pend money, member. 
raised by his 
board. 
R. S. c. 78, § 15. THEIR COMPENSATION •. 

Compensation 
for services 
find travel, 
fixed. 
R. S. c.78, 
§§ 12,13. 
1861, c.41. 
1862, c. 97. 
1866, c. 514. 
Spec.1869, c. 
79, § 1. 

. 1870, c. 103. 

SEC. 18. Each commissioner, except in the counties of Cumber
land, Penobscot and Washington, shall have two and a half dollars a 
day and in that proportion for parts of a day, while actually 
employed in the service of the county, exclusive of the time spent in 
traveling, for which he shall have ten cents a mile for the distance 
actually traveled; but he shall not have more than one travel in the 
same case; nor for service or travel on more than one petition or 
case at the same time, nor anything for travel or attendance at the 
legislature connected with the annual county estimates, nor for any 
additional trouble or expense of any kind. 

Acc9nntshof SEC. 19. Each shall keep an accurate account of his time and 
servIces, ow 
kept and set- travel, specifying the kind of service performed each day or part of 
tied. Copy to • 
}:Ie published a day, and the places from and to which he traveled each day, and 
:'~~~=ed he shaH not be allowed for services not so specified. His account 
to secretary of shall be audited a~d examined by the county attorney and clerk to state. . , 

f§ ~2,ci~~14.· the truth. of which he shall be sworn before one of them; and th.ey 
. shall certify the amount allowed, and no further sum shall be paId. 

The clerk shall cause a copy of such account to be published in a 
newspaper printed in the county, if any, and return one to the sec
retary of state on or before the first day of January in each year. 

PeUnltyh for. SEC. 20. 1£ a commissioner charges in his account any miles not 
over~c argmg, . . 
and how cOl- actually traveled, or any time not spent, he forfeits ten dollars for each 
~~~e.~'. 78, § 18. such chaI'ge, to. be recovered in an action of debt in the name of the 

county, one-half to the complainant, the other to the county. 



.TITLE VIII.] COUNTY COMlillSSIONERS. 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY. CHAP. 78. 

SEC. 21. The chairman of the comDllSSlOners of Cumberland Commission-
•• ers of Cumber-

county shall rE;lCelve a. salary of SIX hundred dollars, and the other land to have. 

f fi h h bl th 
11 salary chaIr-

two 0 ve undred dollars eac ,paya e quarterly from e county man 8600, and 

tr hi h h II b ' full £ II ' tr I d others $500 easury; w c s a e ill or a serVIces, ave an expenses; How costs to 

in taxing costs on refusal to layout,· alter or discontinue a way, they bfe ~a.xed 0ln re-
Usm(r to UY 

shall record their time and travel as in section eighteen; and at the out r~ad. An-
, ,nnnl financial 

end of each year, shall make out a statement of the financIal. condi- repo~t to be 

ti f h ty h ' , d 'I all . d· , t d published. on 0 t e coun· ,S owmg ill etaI, moneys receIve ill 0 an 1859, c. 81, 

paid out of the treasury, and such other facts and statistics, as may UlO}~01. 
be necessary to exhibit the true state of the finances of the county; 
and publish in pamphlet form, a reasonable number of copies for dis-
tribution among the citizens of the county .. 

PENOBSCOT A.1.'ID WASHINGTON COUNTIES. 

SEC, 22. The pay of the county commissioners of Penobscot and Compensation 

W h' t 'hall b th d II· d h £ ,of commission-. as illg on counties S e ree 0 aI'S a ay eac , or serVIces ers of Penob-

while actually employed in official ~usiness, including the time neces- W~~~~~ton 
sa'rily spent in traveling and in making drafts; and the commissioners fohr servi'Ccs, 

. ' tree dollars 11 
of Penobscot shall receive for travel twelve cents, and or-Washington, day, and for 

mil £ h di II tr I d 
. travel twelve 

ten cents a e, or t e stance actua y ave e . and ten cents 
. 11 mile. 

38 

... : .. 

Special 1869, ' 
c.79,§1. 
1870, c. 103. 
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