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468 AQUEDUCTS. [~IrLE IV., 

CHAP. 54. such person or company shall forfeit a like sum; and if such operator 
or agent willfully divulges any part of the contents of a private dis
patch entrusted to him for transmission or delivery, he shall be pun
ished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the county jail not more than three months. 

Operator or SEC. 2. ,Nothing herein shall exonerate any operator, agent, 
other em-
ployees not , clerk, or other officer, employed on a telegraph line, from liability for 
exonerated 
for frauds, or any act. of fraud committed or attempted by means of telegraphic 
~~:~mon communication; or the company from any liabilities existing at com
if,Ws.lic~bJ~~e~: mon law for any neglect or wrong doing of such company or its agents. 
43 Me. 492,,' SEC. 3. .A. person desiring to disconnect or remove the wires of a 
Person desrr- t I h " t buildin fi' th h II ing to discon- e egrap company 0 move a g or or any 0 er purpose, s a 
:~;eo~eI~- leave a written statement of the time and place at their office, if they 
~~~~1g ;:~ees, have any in that town, twenty-four hours before the time fixed, if not 
notice to com- he shall send it by mail, post paid, to their nearest office, three days 
pany. Penalty' • 
for doing it before the time; and whoever disconnects or removes such wires 
N~~~.\40, without, first giving such notice, shan be punished by fine not exceed
~~ 1, 2. ing five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not. more than three 

years., 
How ~amages SEC. 4. When a telegraph company is authorized to locate it~ line 
for taking land hId . di 'd al • d h . ' 
nre to be esti- over t e an s of an ill VI u·· or corporation, an t e parties cannot 
mated and 
paid. agree on the damages occasioned thereby, they shall be estimated, 
1867, c. 65. secured and paid in the manner provided in case of land taken for 

railroads. 

CHAPTER 54. 
AQUEDUCTS. 

SEC. 1. Meeting of proprietors of aqueducts for incorporations, how called. 

2. Declared a'corporation; may decide how to callfutnre meetings. Choose clerk 

to be sworn, director~ and other officers. 

3. Directors to choose president, make assessments and collect same by snit or 

sale of shares. 

4. Registry of shares and transfers. 

5. Manner of voting; may impose . penalties for breaCh of by-laws; holdrenl 

estate and dig up and open roads to lay or repuir.pipes, but not to prevent 

passage of teams. 

6. Shares may be sold for debts of holders; and ~anchise, pipes, fountains and 

real interests liable to be attaehed and sold for corporate debts as personal 

property. Corporation has two months to redeem, and if not so redeemed, 

franchise and. property vests in purchaser, Exeeution satisfied by ineffec

tual sale, revived by scire facias. 

7. Penalty for injuring on aqueduct. 

S. Towns may draw water in case of firesftom pipes free of exPense. 
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SEC. 9. ' Co~porilte'powers confuiue after disso~utiori. to clos'e business; [lDCl ~ judg- CHAP. 54. 
ments are not satisfied in six months, private property of shareholders may, 

be seized and sold therefor. 
10. Proprietors,' tenants in common of property left at d'issolution. 

SEC. 1. .Any persons associated by a",!!1'eement in writin",fI' as pro- llIeeti?gts of" propne ors .or 
prietors of an aqueduct, for the purpose cf conveying fresh water into incorporation; 

• • . • how called. 
or WIthin any town, or of any funds for estabhshmg such aqueduct, R. S. c. 54, § 1. 

may apply, in writing, to some justice of the peace for the county in 
which any portion of the 'aqueduct is situated, or is proposed to be 
made, stating the name and style of their association, and the objects 
,of their proposed meeting, and, requesting such justice to issue his 
warrant to some one of the persons applying, directing him~ to call 
such meeting; aud such justice may thereupon issue his warrant 

, accordingly, stating therein the time, place, and object of such meet- . 
,ing; and the proprietor, to whom the warrant is directed, shall notifY 
such meeting, by posting up the substance of the warrant, with his 
notice annexed thereto, seven days at least before the meeting, in 
,some public place in every town in which any portion of the aqueduct 
is, or is proposed to be made. 

SEC. 2. The proprietors assembled under such warrant, and their Proprietors be-, come a corp ol'-
successors and assigns, shall be a corporation by the name stated in, ation,and may 

h . ,:. d I' h agree how to ,t eIr appilcahon; an may at any lega meeting, agree on t c man- call ~uture 

f llin fut . h b f dir d' meetinrrs nnd ner 0 c;t g ure meetmgs; c oo!e any num er 0 ectors an choose clerk, 

other officers to manafl'e their business and a clerk who shall be sworn ,dircctors, nnd "" , other officers. 
and record all by-laws, votes and other proceedings of the corpora- R.~. c. 54, §§ 2, 

, ,~~ 

tion in books provided and kept by him for that purpose, open to the 
inspection of any person appointed by the legislature for that purpose. 

SEC. 3. The directors shall choose one of their number president· Directors t~ , ' , choose preSl-
and may make such assessments on the ,proprietors of the shares in dent, mnh:e ns-

• • sessments, nnd 
such aqueduct or funds as they find, necessary; and If a propnetor collectthemby 
J!: il t h t £' wty d ft . h f suit or snle of ia S 0 pay suc assessmen or t ays a er notice t ereo shares. 

they may maintain an action on the case in their corporate name to ~. t 6~' ~4, 
recover the amount thereof, or may sell, at auction, so many of his 
shares, as, will be sufficien,t to pay the same, with necessary charges; 

'the sale of such shares, shall bE;l first notified, by advertising in SOme 
newspaper printed in the county three weeks successively, or by post
ing up notifications thereof, twenty days at least before the sale, in 
some public places in each of the towns wherein such aqueduct is, or 
is proposed to be made; and the surplus moneys, if any, arising from 
such sale, shall be paid to the owner of the share so sold. 

SEC. 4. At or immediately after the first meeting, the clerk shan Registry of 
. h b I h f h '. shares and enter, ill SUC 00 cs, t e names 0 t e several propnetors, and the h·ansfers. 

shares owned by each; and the subsequent transfer of shares shall R. S. e. 54, § 4. 



470 AQUEDUCTS. [TITLE IV. 

C 54 also be entered by him, "Withln three'months after it is made, in such HAP. • 
form and for such fees as the directors order; and no person shall be 
deemed a proprietor, whose share or interest is not so entered. 

Manner of SEC. 5. The proprietors have one vote for each share, and may 
i~~~f~ :e:lI- vote by proxy; they may impose penalties for the breach of their 
~n~~[a~~~aCh by-laws not exceeding thirty dollars for each offence; may purchase 
hold~ealestute and hold real estate necessary for their purpose not exceeding thirty 
and dig np and ' 
open roads.to thousand dollars in value; and,with the written consent of the muni-
lay or repaIr • di 'd al di' , d £ 
pipes; bnt not cipal officers, they or any In VI U ,may g up or open any roa or 
to prevent h fl' th' . . . t ;:]!- th' passage of t e purpose 0 aymg eIr pIpes, or repamng or ex enUlllg eIr aque-
ir~~·. 54, §§ 7, duct;' but not to 'prevent the convenient passage of teams and car-
s, 10, 11. rI'aaes 
1~67, c. 104. 0' 

Shares may be SEC. 6. Shares in such corporation are 'personal estate and may 
~~l~~~e~se.bts be attached on a writ and sold on execution for the debts ,of the hold
;i:etf~~!!se, ers like shares in other corporations; and the franchises" fixtures, 
!Ill

t
'ns ant d real pipes, fountains and interests in lands of such corporations are liable to 

10 eres s may 
be attached attachment and sale on execution, as personal property, for their cor-
and sold for • 
corporate porate debts; but the purchaser thereof at such sale, shall not mter-
~~~!~ ;~&e.r- fere with the possession of the corporation for two months after 'the 
~~t~n ~~i~o sale; and within that time, it may redeem such franchise and prop
de~~~sJ~~~- erty by paying the sum for which they were sold with interest; but if 
so red~emed, not so redeemed, the purchaser shall have the same rights under the 
franchIse and ' , , 
property vests franchise and to such property as the corporation had. Any creditor 
In purchaser. f h . h ti' h b tisfi db' J:r R-..:ecntion sat- 0 suc corporation, w ose execu on as een sa e y an mellec-
isfied by inef- tual al f h fr ~. ty . th' d b fectnal sale, S e 0 suc ancrnse or proper ,may reVIve e JU gment y 
muyl?ereviyed' 8cire 4'acias, 
by sC!Tejacws. J I 

R
1S

'
6
S
2

, c. 54, § 9, SEC, 7. Whoever maliciously injures any such aqueduct or any of 
,c. 80, , • • . 

§§ 1, 2, a. Its appurtenances, forfeIts a sum not exceeding twenty dollars to the 
fnj~~~ ~~ ac- use of the town, to be recovered by indictment; and is liable in a civil 
i~~~~~~'4, § 12. action, ,brought by the corporation, to pay treble the amount of the 

, damages sustained thereby. , 
Towns may SEC. 8. A town where such aqueduct is located may put conduc-
draw water to . t 't' , d dr t fr f' t . . h h from pipes rs mOl S pIpes an aw wa er, ee 0 expense, 0 extmgrns t e 
i~e~~~ e~Pfie:re:e fire of a burning building, if they are so secured that water shall be 
R.S.c.54,§13. draWn for that purpose only. 

Corporate SEC, 9. All contracts made by or with such corporation, are in 
po~;rs cdio.ntin- force after its dissolution; and the last shareholders shall have a cor-
ne u.Lter so- ' 
lnti?n to close porate capacity and may prosecute and defend suits respecting such 
bnsmess; and t t d . h" aft h' . ' 
ifjndgmen!s con rac s, commence WIt m SIX years er t e dissolutIOn, or after 
are not satis- th f t' d d 'f fied in sL~ e cause 0 ac IOn aCCrue ; an I no corporate property can be 
~~~~r~te~~ found to satisfy such judgments, and they are not satisfied withln six 
~:ss~a:; g~ld- months, the cre!litors may satisfy them from the private property of 

, seized and sold the shareholders as if the judgment had been against them in their 
therefor. " , ' 
R. S. c. 54, pnvate CapaCIty. 
§§ 14, 15. 
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SEC. 10. If such corporation owns any estate at its dissolution ORAl'. 55. 
the proprietors.shall be tenants in common thereof in proportion to Proplie~ors, 
h h . hi h h h I'd' ',. t k tenantsm t e s ares or mterest w c t ey 0 m loS s oc . common of 

, property left 
at dissolution. 
R. S. c. 54, § 16. 

CHAPTER 55. 
LIBRARms, CHARITABLE SOCmTmS, .A..t'ID PUBLIC CEMETERmS. 

SEC. 1. Application to ajnstice of the peace to call the first meeting. 

2. Notice of the meeting how given. 

3; Manner of organizing into a body corporate. Powers, dnties, and liabilities 

incident thereto. 

4. What estate real and personal it may hold, and for what purpose. 

5. Corporations for chalitable and benevolent purposes not to sne their members, 

or be sued by them, for dnes or benefits. 

6.Connty law library association, how organized. 

7,8. Dnties of treasnrer and clerk thercof. 
9. Towns may cstablish public libralies, and raise money therefor. 

10. Towns and plantations may receive gifts for public librmies; mid' when snch 

plantation is incorporated, they vest in the town. 

11. 'How proplietors of public cemetmies may be incorporated. Their property 

and stock exmupt fromattachmcnt and taxation. 

S 1 Wh ~ d' t b . t d Application to EC.. en seyen or more per:;ons eSll'eo e mcorpora e as ajnsticeofthe 

the proprietors of a social, militar~ literary, scientific, or a county ~~~~!~ call 

law library; as a masonic lodge, or chapter of any' order 01', degree; meesting:_ 

d f h . d d d f d 1 fi II ' . di" f R. . c. 00, § 1. as a 10, ge 0 t e m epen ent 01' er 0 0 ( e ows; as a VlSlon 0 

the sons of temperance; as a tent of Rec~abites; 01' as a society to 
promote in any way the cause of tempEVance; 01' for any literary, 
scientific, musical, charitable, or benevolent purpose whatsoever, they 
may apply in writing to any justice of the peace in: the coUnty, and 
he may issue his warrant, directed to one of said applicants, requiring 
him to call a meeting of the applicants, at such time and place as the 
justice appoints. ' 

SEC. 2. He ma-v call it by readinu the walTant in the presence Noti~e of the 
~ '0 meetinO' how 

and hearing of each, or by leaving an attested copy thereof, at his given. '" __ ~ 
I d b d d b fi d

R. S. c. 00, §:.. 
ast an usual place of a 0 e, at least fourteen ays e ore the, ay 
of meeting, or by publishing an attested copy thereof in some news-
paper printed in said county, two weeks successively, the first publi-

, cation to be at least fourteen days before the day of meeting. 
SEC. 3. When assembled pursuant to the walTant, they may Mann~r. of 

orgnruzmg 
organize themselves int{) a corporation, with such name as they then into a body 

d d h h' . . d h' al corporate, &c. a opt, an t ey, t ell' aSSOCIates', an successors may ave .continu R. S. e. 55, § 3. 

succession; have a common seal; elect all necessary officers'; adopt ... . 
by-laws, not inconsistent with the laws of the state, and enforce the 
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