
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



\ 

THE ." 

REVISED STATUTES 
OF THE · . , 

STATE OF MAINE, 
PA,.SSED JANUARY 25. 1871; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

THE CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES ilTD OF. THE STATE OF MAINE: 

WITH AN APPENDIX. 

BY AUTHORITY OF THELEGISL.!.TURE .. 

PORTLAND: 

PUBLISHED BY BAILEY & NOYES. 

------------------~----~----------------~! 



466 

CHAP. 52. 

STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANIES. [TITLE IV. 

CHAPTER 52. 

CORPORA.TIONS FOR NA.VIGA.TION BY STEAl'lL COl\1l\ION CARRIERS, 

SEC, 1. Officers to be stockholders, treasurer's office within the state, 

2. Liability for neglect and misconduct, 

3. Debts not to exceed half nmount of cnpitnl, 

4. Trensurer to publish nmount of cnpital nnd of debts, in Jnnnary nnnunlly. 

How to be published. Pennlty for neglect or publishing' fnlse statement. 

5, If debts e..xceed hill nmount of cnpital, stockholders liable, 

6. Boats liable for loss or dnmnge of property transportcd in them, nnd mny be 

a~tached and sold, 

7. Certnin sections of chapter fifty-one npplicnble to stenmbonts, stage conches, 

,and common carricrs. 

Officers to be SEC. 1. Corporations, created for navigation by steam, .are to 
Tt~e~~~~~~~s. have officers who are and continue to be stockholders, and to h~ve a 
office within t h k ffi 'thO 'th t t the state. reasurer,w 0' eeps an 0 ce WI ill e s a e. 

, R. S. c. 52, § 1. SEC. 2, They are liable for the breach of' contracts, express or 
Liable for ncg-, '.. • 
lect and mis- implied, made as common carners; for theIr neglect and IDlsconduct; 
~n:'~~t52, § 2. and for that of their agents, to the same extent f!-S owners of vessels 

are by the maritime law. 
Debts not to SEC. 3. They are .prohibited from contracting debts and incur-
'exceed half of. li b'lit' d' t ti' h 1£ th t f th . capital. rillg a lIes excee mg a anyone me a e amoun 0 en' 
R. S. c. 52, § 3, existing capital, estimated at its then actual value. 
Treasurer to SEC. 4. Their treasurer is to publish annually in the month of 
~~l~~t~~e~u- January, in a newspaper printed in the county where his office is 
:d~~t~:tnl kept, if any, otherwise in the state paper, a statemellt, under oath, of 
KC'Slty, 9 § 4 the amount of assessments actually paid in; the amount of its then 

. .c. 5~, . existing capital; the amount of debts and liquidated liabilities agam.<Jt 
it. For neglecting to do it, he is liable to a fine not exeeeding five 
hUndred dollars, or to imprisonment not exceeding six months. For 
such neglect, or knowingly publishing a false statement with intent to 
injure a present or future creditor , he is to be punished by a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, or Imprisonment in a county jail less 
than one year, or in the state prison not exceeding five years, or by 

, all of them, according to the aggravation of the offence. 
If debts ex~ced SEC. 5. If the amount of indebtedness, including liquidated lia-
halfofcapltnl; b' , . d h' h d' d' 1 f stockholders ilitIes, excee s, at t e time w en contracte , or lIDme mte yater 
~~~~~. 52, § 5. making a dividend of capital or profits, this limitation, the stockhold-

ers become individually liable for such debts, without limitation of 
amount, for the time aed to be enforced in the manner provided ill 
sections twenty-four to thirty-seven inclusive of chapter forty-six. 
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SEC. 6. For the loss or damage of property transported on a CHAP. 53. 
river, stream, or bay, by boat for hire, the boat is liable, whether Boats liable 

• ' for loss or 
owned or not by the person undertaking such transportatIOn, and may damage of 

b tt h d' .. him' d' t 'thin ixt d ft property e a ac e on a wnt agamst sue· ou WI s y ays a er transported, 
, h 1 b Id t' . d and may be suc oss or damage; and may e so 'on an execu IOn ISsue ,on a attached. 

judgment recovered in such suit as other personal property, and any :6 :te~·1~k§6. 
surplus paid to the owner of the boat. Such attachment is to be 27 Me. 132. 

effectual against any conveyance or'lien after such loss or injury, and 
prior to the attachment. 

SEC. 7. The provisions respecting payment and evading payment qertuinfsechc~ , ' , tions 0 ap. 
of fares, contained in section forty-one of chapter fifty-one, are appli- ter 51,applica. 

. ' • ble to steam-
cable to steamboats. The effects left by passengers m steamboats m;e boats, stage 

to be advertised as provided in section forty-three. of that chapter. ~~~~~~ ~~~ 
The provisions contained in sections forty-thrce, forty-four, forty-five ~~s: c.52, § 7. 

and forty-six,.of that chapter, are applicable to these corporations. 
The provisions contained in section thirty-six of that chapter are appli-' 
cable to these corporations, and to the proprietors of stage coaches~ 
and to common carriers. 

CHAPTER 53. 

TELEGRAPH cop ll.'IES. 

SEC. 1. Owners of telegraphs, liable for errors and nnnecessary delays in transmitting 
dispatches. All cfu.patches ,to be sent in the order received, nnder penalty. 

Penalty for falsifying dispatch or divulging the contents. 

2. Operptor, or other employees, not exonerated. in case of frand, or company, 

from liabilities at common law. 

3. Person desiring to diseonnect or remove' telegraph wires, first to gil'e notice to 

company. Penalty for doing it withont. 

4. How daIi:lUges for tukiiIg land ai'e to be estimated and paid. 

SEC. 1. .A. person or company owning or using a line of tele- Owners o~ tel· 

h h II tl ' thi t t fi egraphs liable grap , w 0 y or par y m S s a e, or any error or unnecessary for mol'S or 

d' 1 . 't' t t "tt' d li . "di t h '.1.:_ h' delays in send-e ay m Wl'l mg OU, ranSIDl mg or e vermg a , spa c WIWilll t ell' ing dispatch. 

delivery limits, making it less valuable to the person interested therein, ~~itt ~~~e~e 
shall be liable for the whole amount paid on such dispatch; and they receil'ed, un· 

• • del' penalty. 
shall transIDlt all dispatches in the order they, are received, under a Penalty for 

." falsifying or 
penalty of one hundred dollars to be recover~d WIth cost by the person diYnIging. con· 

h d· t h' illfull t d d if ,tents of dis. W ose Ispa C IS W Y pos pone ; an any operatoF or agent patch. 

desiglledly falsifies any dispatch, he shall forfeit not less than twenty ~·1~·2~·53, 
nor more than one hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of ~~6:, i' 140, 

debt; and in case of his avoidance or inability to pay such judgment, ,. 
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