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286 KEEPING WATCH. AND WARD IN TOWNS. [TITIoE II. 

CHAPTER 25. 

KEEPING WATCH .A},'1) WARD IN TOWNS, .A},'1) OF DISORDERS IN 
STREETS AND' PUTILIC PLACES. 

SEC. 1. Who nre liable to keep watch and ward. 

2. Power of selectmen aml jnstices to order watch and ward to be kept, and pro-

ccedings .. 
3; Charge of constable and powers of watch: 

4. Dutics of watch. 

5. Badges of constable and watch. 

6. Expense of watch othcrnise kept, how defrayed. 

7 •. Proceedings in such cuse. 

S. Penalty for neglect of dnty by a watch. 

9. Pcnalty for neglect of constable or officer. 

10. Constable and watchmen to attend justices whcn walking the rounds. 

11. Penalty for tiding with n nnked scythe. 

12. Certain pageantry prohibited in strcets in the night. Bonfires in streets 

and towns prohibitcd. 

13. Fines, how reeovered and appropriated. 

14. Masters and parents liable for minors. 

Who nre liable SEC. 1: Every male 'person except ministers of the gospel, twen­
to keep watch 
und ward. ty-one years of age or upwards, who is able bodied or has estate suffi-
R. S. c. 25, § 1. cient to hire a substitute, when duly warned, shall be liable to watch 

and ward in his town, either in person or by a sufficient substitute; 
ulliess he resides more than two miles from the place where the watch 
or ward is kept. . 

Power of se- SEC. 2. The justices of the peace and mUnicipal officers resident 
lectmen and . . 
justices to or" in any town have power, from tini.e to time, to direct and order suita-
~c~rd~~c~eand ble watches to be kept nightly therein from such hour in the evening 
kept, and pro- as they appoint until sun rises in the mornino~; and wards to be kept 
ceeclings. 
R. S. c. 25, § 2. in the day time and evening, when they think such watches and wards 
15 Mc. 155. 

Charge of con­
stable, and 
powers of 
watch. 
R. S.c.25, §3. 

necessary. They may designate the time, place, and number of per- . 
sons to be so employed; and give written orders accordllgly, signed 
by a majority of them, directed to any constable of the town, requiring 
him to warn such watch or ward, and to see that all persons so warn­
ed attend and perform their duty as required; and in the warning, to 
take care that some able householders, or other sufficient persons 
are joined in each watch or ward. 

SEC. 3. Such constable shall charge the watch to see that all dis­
turbances in the night are prevented or suppressed; and for that 
purpose ~he watch may examine all persons found walking abroad in 
the night after ten o'clock, and suspected of any ulliawful intention, 
as to their business and where they are going; enter houses of ill-
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fame for the purpose of suppressing any.disturbance or riot therein; CHAP. 25. 
and arrest ,any person there found' engaged in such riot or disturb-
ance; and all suspicious persons th~s abroad, who do not give a satis-
factory account of themselves;. and all persons so arrested shall be . 
secured until morning, and then be carried before one' of the. nearest 
trial justices for trial. 

SEC. 4. The watchmen shall walk in and about the streets, Dutiehs of 
watc . 

wharves, lanes, and principal inhabited parts of each town, to prevent R. S. c. 25 § 4. 

fires, and see that good order is kept; and suitably observe the charge 
given them as aforesaid. 

SEC -5. Each constable when attendina watch or ward shall Badges of COll-
• , 0 . 'stable aud 

carry with ~ the usual badge of' his office; a~~ the watchmen sha!l R~~~~: 25, § 5. 

carry a sUItable badge, provided by the mumClpal officers of thelr 
town. 

SEC. 6. When tlie inhabitants of a town determine to keep a Expense of 
. h' 'd d h . h watch other-watch III any other manner t an 18 proVl e erell, t e e~1Jense wise kept, how 

. d h h defrayed. thereof shall be de.fI.-aye as ot er town c arges. R. S. c. 25, § G. 

SEC. 7. When a watch is established under the preceding section, Proceedings in 

the town shall determine the number and qualifications of the persons ~~c;~~~~;§7. 
to be employed for that pUI'pose, and the municipal officers shall. ap-
point a suitable person to be captain of the watch. Every watchman 
shall be equipped as the municipal officers determine; and the powers 
and duties of the captam and watchmen shall be the same as before 
prescribed in the case of a constable's watch. . 

SEC. 8. If any person liable to watch and ward is duly warned Penalty for . 
• • • neglect of duty 

by such captarn or constable, or by any person appoillted by eIther, by a watch. 

and refuses or neglects to appear and perform his duty, by himself or R. S. c. 25 § S. 

a sufficient subs'titute, without a just and reasonable excuse, he shall 
forfeit, for each offence, not less than one, nor more than ten dollars 
to the use of the town. . . 

SEC; 9. If a constable or captain of the watch neglects or refuses Penalty for 

b h d . .. him h hall.!! r£ . I h . d neo-lect of oill-·to 0 ey t e or ers gIven ,e s ' 10 elt not ess t an ten ollars ce~ 
to the use of the town. R. S. c. 25, § 9. 

SEC. 10. When said justices of the' peace and municipal officers Constable ~nd 
think fit to walk by night to inspect the order of their town, or depute :~!~~j~~J~es 
any . portion of their number for the purpose, ~such constables and ~I~e~::~g 
watchmen as are required shall' attend them or said deputation, and R. S. c. 25, § 10. 

obey their lawful commands. 
SEC. 11. If any person rides in the highways with a naked ~e~alty for 

yth h d d h · h' I ndingwlthn sc e, s arpene an . ung III a snat , or III any anes, streets, or naked scythe. 

alleys; he shall fOlfeit two dollars for each offence. . R. S. c. 25, 911. 

SEC. 12. If three or more pers()ns"between sunset. and sum-ise, Certain pa- . 
'bl . . . '. geantry pro-asse,m e III any street or lane III a town and have. any lDlagery or hibited in 

try fi bli h h h d dis · d' . sh'eets in the pagean or a pu c s ow, w et er arme or gUIse, PI' reqUll'- night. . 

ing or receiving IDoney, or other valuable things or not,.on account 
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CHAP. 25. thereof; and whoever sets fire to .3; pile of combustible stuff, or is 
Bonfires in concerned in making or causing a bonfire in any street, lane or other 
streets and ·thin ds . • . 
t?wns prohib-part of the town WI ten ro of any building, each shall fOlfmt 

R~~\. 25, § 12. eight dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one month for each 

offence. 
Fines, how SEC. 13. The fines provided for in this chap{er shall be recovered . recovered and 
approp~..ated. with costs; the one-half of any fine for the use of the town where 
R. s. c. ~;), § 13. h ..m h . 

t e ollence s all have .been comnutted, and the other half to the use 

of any person, who shall sue for the same. 

~:e~f:li~gle SEC. 14. Masters shall be liable to pay the several fines mention-

for minors. ed in this chapter for the offences of their· servants or apprentices, if 
R. S. c. 25, §14. 1 all h' 

eg . y bound to them, at t e election of the prosecutor; and parents 

shall be liable at the like election for the offences of the minor chil­

dren, unless such children are bound to other persons as servants or 

apprentices. 

CHAPTER "26. 

ENGThi'E MEN, FllmS, M.T}) THE PREVENTION OF FIRES. 

ENGINE lliN .Alm FIRES. 

SEC •. 1. Cities and towns may.prescribe mIes for care and management of fire engines 
and apparatus, for employment of men and appointment of officers. 

2. Officers have power of fire wards. Towns liable for their aets and powers. 
Privileges and dnties of men employed. 

·3. Engine mene.~crised·from setving as jurors; tenure of office; annnalmeeting 
to choose officers, make mIes and· regulations, and nflL-.;: penalties. 

4. Engine companies to meet once a month, and ·promptly endeavor to extin­

guish any fire that may occur in their town. 
5. . Discharge of negligent engine men, and selection of ·engine men for other dn­

ties at fires. 
6. Election of fire wards, notice to same, and penalty for not entering acceptance 

or refusal of office in three days. 
7. Dnty cif fire "aras, itudin the absence of other civil andinilitnry officers to 

direct proceedings at fires. 
8. Powers of fire wards to·require aid, appoint gnards and snppress tumults; and 

penalty for refusing to .obey them. 
9. Offieers appointed nuder special laws to have the same po"ers as fire "ards; 

towns snbjeet to same liability for damages; firemen to have same privi­
leges and dnty as other firemen, bnt their election not hereby controlled. 

10. Compensation to owner of. building' demolished, whereby fire is stopped. Ex­
ception. Person dissatisfied may apply to county commissioners. rheir 
powers. 

11 •.. Parties may appeal from deci..-ion of county commissioners to snpreme jndicial 
·courton qnestion of damages. 
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