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CHAP. 21. unless it· was occasioned by hauling into a wharf, pier, landing, or 
dock, without any unreasonable delay or willful misconduct. 

Piers may)le SEC. 12. The· proprietors of a ferry, to guide their boats, may 
BUnk to gmde..· , . • '. ' 
boatsatferries. sink pIers above and below and near theIr ferry ways, on each sIde of 
R. s. c.20, § 12 •. th' t th t 1 l' t' 1 gth b dth d t 42 Me. 9. ,e nver, no more ' an ,we ve lee III en or rea ,an no so 

sunk as to injure any wharf or landing, where vessels had previously 
, taken or discharged fi:eights. 

=~~~~~s~om- SEC. 13. The commissioners of the county of Somerset have ex
{~~~~i!,7~ §of: clusive jurisdiction in all matters relating to ferries between the coun- , 

ties of Somerset and Kennebec. 

CHAPTER 21. 

WORK HOUSES. 

SEC. 1. Towns may provide work houses, Persons liable to commitment. 

2.' Towns may choose overseers of such honses. 
3. Duties of sucll overseers. 

4. Contiguous towns may unite in building work honses. 

5; Joint board of overseers, und their powers in such case. How chosen, and 

mode of proceeding. 

6. Quarterly and other meetings of such board. 

7. Choice of officers. 

8. By-laws, when ~nd how made. Duties and proceedings. 
9. Proportion in which expenses are to be paid. 

10. Mode of recovery from delinquent towns. 

11. Overseers may order commitment ~l certnin persons. 
12. Neither' town may commit more thun its proportion. 

18. Idlers having no settlement may be committed. 

14. Delinquent town may be deprived of the right to occupy the house; 
15. Either town may furnish additiouul materiuls for labor. 

16. Master to keep a registry. 

17. Controversy between master und overseers, how determined. 

lB. Each town liuble for its own commitments. J!Iode of discharge. 

19. Persons committed, to be kept employed. 

20; Work honses may be discontinued. 

Towns may SEC. 1. .Any town may erect or provide a work house for the em 
provide work 
houses. Per- ployment and support of persons of the following description: all 
sons liable to d '. di . . 
coinmitment. poor an III gent persons, mamtamed by or receiving alms from the 
R. s. c. 21, § 1. town' all able-bodied persons not having estate or means otherwise See c. 24, , 20. ' 

to maintain themselves, who refuse or neglect to work; all persons 
who live a dissolute and vagrant life and exercise no ordinary calling 
qr lawful business .sufficient to gain an honest livelihood; and all such 
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persons; as spend their time and property in public houses, to the CIiAP. 21. 
neglect of their· proper business, or by otherwise misspending what 
they earn, to the impoverishmElnt of themselves and their families, 
are likely to become paupers. 

SEC. 2. Every town having a work house, may, at its annual Towns may 
. h choose o.er-

meetrng, choose three, five, seven, or more. overseers thereof, w 0 seers of such 

shall have the inspection and government thereof, with power to ap- ~~ss.e~: 21, ~ 2. 

point a master and needful assistants for the more immediate care 
and superintendence of the persons receiyed or employed therein. 

SEC. 3. The overseers, as occasion requires, shall hold meetings Dnties of snch 

h b · f th' ffi ak c1fi~_1 d d --1 ti' overseers. on t e usrness 0 elf 0 ce; m e nee ill or ers an reg;wa ons R. S. c. 21, ~ 3. 

for s·uch house, to be binding until the next town meeting, when they 
shall be submitted to the consideration of the inhabitants; and such 
as are approved at said meeting shall remain in force until revoked 
by the town. 

SEC. 4. .A:ny two or more contiguous towns, at their joint charge Contignons 

and for their common benefit, may erect or provide such a work house ~~s~~u.ild_ 
and may purchase land for the use thereof. ~o;~~~k 

SEC. 5. The ordering, governing, and repairing of such work R .. S. c. 21. H. 

h 
. . d . t d . . Jomt board of 

ouse, apporntrng a master an necessary assIstan s, an removmg o.erseers. and 

them from office for sufficient cause, shall be vested in a joint board !~~£o~r:. 
of overseers, three of whom shall be chosen by each of said towns How chosen, 

. . un! ll' d .1! Jr I1llCl mode of at Its annual meeting, ess a sm towns agree on a lWlerent num- proceedinQ:. 

b V . b li d b th t . hi h thO h R. S. c. 21~ ~ 5. er. acanCles may e supp e . y e own rn w c . ey appen, 
at any legal meeting. The members appointed by anyone or more 
of said towns shall have power to proceed in all affairs of said house, 
notwithstanding anyone or more of the towns interested has neg
lected to furnish its proportion of members. 

SEC. 6. There shall be stated quarterly meetings of all said over- Qnarterlyand 

seers on the first Tuesdays of January, April, July, and Oct{)ber, to ~}h;~Ch'l;~~~ 
be held at the work house, to inspect the management, and direct the R. S. c. 21, ~ 6. 

business thereof; and other meetings, to be held at the work house, 
may be caUed by the overseers of any. town concerned, by giving 
notice of the time and occasion thereof to the .other members of the 
board as agreed upon at any stated meeting thereof. 

SEC. 7. The· joint board when duly assembled, may choose a Choice of ofli

moderator. At their first general meeting after their election, they P:.l's .. c. 21, ~ 7. 

shall appoint a clerk who shall be duly sworn, and record all votes 
and orders of the bom,d . 
. . SEC. 8. Said board,· at any general quarterly meeting composed By-laws, when 

of at least one-half of their whole number, may make-all reasonable Dandtihowmdade. 
. n~M 

by-laws and orders, not repugnant to the laws of the state,. respecting proccedings. 
. f h k h . h . R. S. c. 21, ~ 8. the affaIrS 0 suc wor ouse; agree mth t e master andasSlstants, .. 

and order proper allowance for their care and services; but all other 
matters relating to said work house, may be acted upon at any other 
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CIi:AP. 21. m'eeting duly no'tified, if one third part of ' the board are present. 
Proportion in SEC. 9. The yearly compensation of the master aIid assistants in which e:l..-pen-
ses nre to be any joint work house, in addition t{) the· allowance aforesaid, and the 
k~~: c. 2:1§ 9. expense of keeping the house in repair, shall be paid by the several 

towns interested, in proportion to the state tax last assessed upon them 
when the expense was incUlTed; or in such other proportion, as all the 
towns interested agree upon. 

Modeofrecov- .SEC. 10. If any town refuses or neglects to advance or reimburse 
~~~0l<'i"~~- its proportion· of such allowance or' other charges, after they shall 
fi~·c. 21, have been stated and adjusted by the joint board of overseers, it may 

be recovered of such delinquent town in an· action to be brought 
in the name of any person or persons whom the overseers in writing 
appoint for that purpose. 

Overseers mILy SEC. 11. Any two or more overseers in any ~{)wn having a work 
::fo~o~rot house, either severally or jointly with other towns, may, by order 
persons. under their hands, commit to such house, any person residing in their 
R. s. c.21, . 
§ 11. town who is liable to be sent there. Such order may be directed to 

Neither town 
mILycommit 
more than its 
proportion. 
R. S. c. 21, 
§ 12. 

and be served by any constable of their town. 
SEC. 12. No greater number of persons belonging i{) a town shall 

be received into a joint work house, than its proportion thereof can 
accommodate, when the receiving of them :will exclude or incommode 
those belonging to the other towns. 

Idlers hILvingSEC. 13. When any person, not having a legalsetilement in any 
:IL~et~e::-_t town· in this state, become~ idle or indigent, he may be committed to 
~~~~: 21 § 13 .. the work house provided for said town, to be employed, if able to 
See c. 24, § 33. labor, in the same manner, and subject to the same rules as the other 

persons there committed. 

Delinqnent SEC. 14. If any town jointly interested in any work house refuses 
town mILy be I 'd . '. f . il,eprivedofthe or neg ects to proVl e Its proportion 0 the necessary expeDses thereof 
~~h~~~~;.cuPY or of the materials, impliments or other means for carrying on the 
R. s. c. 21 § 14. work there required,according to their agreement, or the proper direc-

tion of the overseers, it shall be deprived of the privilege of sending 
any person there, until it complies with such l1greement or direction. 

Either town SEC. 15. In addition to the expenses and other thlligs to be fur
~ifr=~IL- nished jointly, each of such towns may furnish such other materials, 
i~~~ for implements and means of work as its overseers determine, for the em
R. s. c. 21, § 15. ployment of aily person by them committed to such ho~e; and the 

master shall receive such materials, impliments, and means of work, 
and keep them separate from those of other towns; and beaccountar 
ble to suchto;wn for the cost, and all profits and earnings made by 
the labor of the persons under his care belonging to such town. 

MILst~r to keep SEC. 16. The master of such work house shall keep a register of 
R.r~~~trr,. § 16. the names of the persons committed, and of the towns to which they 

belong, with the time of their committment and discharge, and the 
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amount of their earnings; and the s~e· shall· be open to the fuspection- CHAP; 21.
of the overseers. 

SEC. 17. .All controversies between the,master of such house and ~~~~~~~ls
the overseers of any town relatin" to his offiCial transactions ,may be ter nnd over-, ' '" 'seerB, how de-
determined by the joint board of' overseers at a, general or, quarterly termined. 
~ . R&~~§~ 

mee g. 
SEC. 18. No town shall be chargeable for the expenses of any Eaeb town lin-

'tt d t 'd h b'f ' hall' ble for its own person not COIllIDl e o'sm., ouse y 1 s: overseers~, no]) s ,,' any commitments. 
person duly committed be discharged' except by Written: order of the~~~~e~f dis

overseers of his town, by vote of the joint board at a quarterly meet- R. S. c. 21, § 18. 
ing, or by the supreme judiCial court held in. the same county upon 
application for that purpose., 

SEC. 19. Every T.lerson: committed to such, work house, if able to P~rsodns cobm-
,l' ID.Ltte to e 

work, shall 'be' kept diligentlY' employed during the' term of' his' com- kept employed. 
. t F 'ill " dis d d h b R.S.c.21,~19. ffiltmen: • or l' ' eness, 01)stmacy, or or 'erly con uet, e: may e 

punished as provided for by the lawful regulations of the house.' 
SEC. 20., :Any work hoUse may be discontinued, or applied to any !~;~~ilissce;n_ 

other use, when the town or towns concerned agree so to clo. tinused; , R .~~§~ 

CHAPTER 22'. 

FENCES, COMMON FIELDS AND DRAINAGE OF SALT MARSHES. 

DIVISION FENCES. 

SEC. 1. 'Whnt are legnl fences. 
2. To be maintained equaiIy by adjoillillg occupants. 
3. ' If eitber neglect, proceedings of fence viewers on-application. 
4. Complainant,may recover double compensation in certain cases. 
5. _ I'i:-oceedings for division of partition fences. 
6. Eacli partY bound to liuild the part assigned to him. 

'1'. To bekept ill repair. 
8. Fences may vary from the dividmgline in certilin cases. 
9. Assignment of parts before fence is' built 

to. Occupant ceasing, to'improve, not to remove his' fence ill case, the otber wi1i 
purchase: 

1'1. Liability of owner beginning to improve Innd,lyingin common. 
12. If fem;ebe'on town line, how divided. 
18. Division of fences,:when binding. 
14. Provisions not. applicable to honse lots, nor ngreements. 

• FENGEB' O}c GOMMON FIELDS., 

SEC. 1'5., mcl()silre'of lots lyingtbgeiliet byn geiuirnl fence'. 
i6. Mnnnerofcu:lling meetings 'of proprietors. 
17. How'notice'is,to be given., 
18. How they'may vote. 
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