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CHAP. 20. 

FERRIES. [TITLE It 

CHAPTER 20. 
FERRIES. 

SEC. 1. County commissioners; license ferries, establish tollB, take bonds; 

2. May establish them to be snpported by towns, penalty for neglect. 

8. Penalty for neglect to keep safe boat, and to give prompt attendance. 
4. Person mjuied by neglect or default of ferry-man, may sue on his bond. 

'5. No ferry to be established within one mile of a steam or horse ferry. 

6. Penalty for keeping a ferry, or transportiilg, contrary to law; 

7. Ice to be leveled and way kept in repair in Winter. 

S. Penalty for neglect of it, liability for injmies. 

9. Licensed ferry-men not to use steam or horse-boats. 

10. At steam and horse ferries oilier boats may be nsed in tifues of danger. 

11. Obstructions of ferry ways prohibited. Penalty.' 

12, Piers may be Silllk at ferries to guide boats. 

13. J ruisdiction of Somerset county commissioners. 

C~ll1!-ty com- SEC. 1. County commissioners may license persons to keep ferries 
nusslOners . '. 
may license at such places and for such times, as are necessary, except where 
ferries, estab- h h' I II b . h db' ' , h Ush tolls, take t ey are ot ermse ega y esta lis e ; may esta lish tolls for t e pas-
bond " ' , 
R. S. ·c. 20, § 1. sage of persons and property; revoke such licenses at pleasure; and 
~ MJ~.3~~. t>hall take from the person licensed, a bond to the treasurer of state; 
Prope~ty to be with sureties, for the faithful performance of his duties. Whenever 
apprulsed on 'd . . Ii th hall . th b . removal offer- Sal COlllIIllSSlOners remove a erryman, ey s appr3JSe e oat 
i~~~: 147. and other' personal property used in running the ferry, at its fair 

value, and the person appointed shall purchase the same at said 
appraisal, if the person removed assents thereto. " , 

They may es- Sec. 2. Th,ey may establish ferries at such times and places as 
tabliSh ferries 
to be support- are necessary, and :fix their tolls. When ·no person is found to keep 
ed by towns, h h Ii h ' . hi h h bli h' d 'd penalty for t em t ere or, t e towns ill wet ey are esta s e ,are to proVl e 
neO'lect. b li d k d R,"'S. c. 20,§2. a person to e cense to eep them, an are to pay the expenses, 

beyond the amount of tolls received, for maintaining tliem. ' When 
established between towns, they are to be maintained by them in such 
proportions as the commissioners order. For each month's neglect to 
maintain such ferry or its proportion thereof, a town forfeits forty 
dollars. 

Peualty for 'SEC. 3. Every keeper of a ferry is to keep a suitable and safe 
neglect to keep • 
safe boat, aud boat, or boats for use on the waters to be passed, and gIve prompt 
for neO'lect of • h . . d 
atteud"unce. attendance for passage, . according to t e regulations establishe for 
R. s. c. 20, § 3. the ferry. For neglecting to keep such boat, he forfeits twenty dol-

lars, and for neglect of attendance, one dollar, to him who sues there
for in an action of debt; and is liable in an action on the case to the 
party injured for his damages. 
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SEC. 4. Anyone injured b:t his person or property by the negli- Cm. 20. 
gence or default of a fen'yman may commence a suit on his bond, in -A person in-

hi h th din to b . il t th . t' . th b d Jured by de- , W C e procee gs are e SIm ar 0 ose ill ac lOllS, on e on s fault ofufelTY-

of sheriffs. ~o~d~ay sue 

SEC. 5. When a ferry is established by the legislature to be R. s. c. 20, H. 
, Ferry not 

passed by a steam or horse boat, no other ferry can be established on w~thin one 

h . 'thin mil b b I" lillIe of steam t e same rIver WI one e a ove or e ow It. or horse ferry. 
. h k . . R. S. c. 20. § 5. 

SEC. 6. .A. person, w 0 eeps a ferry contrary to the prOVIsIOns Penalty for 

. of seotions one and two, or without authority transports passengers or ~~%~;eU"~~ 

Property across any licensed or established ferry for hire, or furnishes passengers or property con-
for hire, a boat or other craft for such purpose, forfeits four dollars trary to law. 

. k h' f \ . R. S. c.20, § 6. 
for each day such ferry IS ept, or for eac time 0 transportation, lS60, c.156. 

and is also liable to the party injured and keeping the ferry at or near 
the place, for damages sustained by him in an action on the case. 

SEC. 7. When tidal waters, over which ferries are established, Icledto bde lev-, e e an way 
become so frozen that travelers may pass on the ice, the keepers of ~ept. in repair 

. dId . h fr III WInter. them are to level the ICe an c ear an repall't e pas~age way 'om R. s. c. 20, n. 
day to day, so that the same may at all times be safe and convenient 

,for travelers with teams, sleds, and sleighs. Such way for passage 
may be made from a public landing sufficiently near to be connected 
with the opposite' ferry landing. The commissioners are to :fix a rea
sonable compensation therefor, to be paid from the county treasury. 
Or they may contract with another person to perform such duties, and 
give notice thereof to the keeper of the ferry before the river is 
closed; and during the continuance of such contract the liabilities of 
the keeper are transferred to the person contracting; 

SEC. 8. The ferryman, or person so contracting, forfeits ten dol- Penalty for 
. - h d d' li bl' neglect and lars for each day's neglect to perform suc uty, an IS a e, ill an !i~bility for 

action on the case, to pay damages to any' person injured thereby. R!S~~·. 20, § 8. 

SEC. 9. .A. licensed ferrjman, who uses at his ferry a. boat pro- Licensedferry-

d 1 h fi fi · hi li d' . li bl men not to use pelle )y steam or or8e power, or elts s cense, an IS a e to horse boats or 

h d . d th b to ' ti steam boats. pay t e amages occaSIOne ere y any person or corpora on. R. S. c. 20, § 9. 

This provision is not applicable to a ferryman owning Ql'using such a 
boat for his ferry on March sixth, eighteen hundred ap.d thirty. 

SEC. 10. Persons required to use, at a ferry, steam or horse At horse and 

b h h b th . d' steam ferries oats, w en t e passage y em IS angerous, may use other safe other bonts 
b t used in times oa s. of danger. 

SEC. 11. Any person, who places a wier or other obstacle, or ~~t-.?;;~~t!o. 
without necessity, anchors or places a raft, vessel, or water craft, so to fe~ri.es 

. . prohibited' 
as to obstruct the ordinary passage way of any boat at a ferry penalty. ' 

licensed or established, forfeits twenty dollars to the use of the propri- R. S. c. 20, § 11. 

etor of the ferry, to be recovered in an action on the case; unless 
such obstruction was inadvertently made, and removed within thirty 
mnmtes, if practicable, after notice given of its improper position, or 
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CHAP. 21. unless it· was occasioned by hauling into a wharf, pier, landing, or 
dock, without any unreasonable delay or willful misconduct. 

Piers may)le SEC. 12. The· proprietors of a ferry, to guide their boats, may 
BUnk to gmde..· , . • '. ' 
boatsatferries. sink pIers above and below and near theIr ferry ways, on each sIde of 
R. s. c.20, § 12 •. th' t th t 1 l' t' 1 gth b dth d t 42 Me. 9. ,e nver, no more ' an ,we ve lee III en or rea ,an no so 

sunk as to injure any wharf or landing, where vessels had previously 
, taken or discharged fi:eights. 

=~~~~~s~om- SEC. 13. The commissioners of the county of Somerset have ex
{~~~~i!,7~ §of: clusive jurisdiction in all matters relating to ferries between the coun- , 

ties of Somerset and Kennebec. 

CHAPTER 21. 

WORK HOUSES. 

SEC. 1. Towns may provide work houses, Persons liable to commitment. 

2.' Towns may choose overseers of such honses. 
3. Duties of sucll overseers. 

4. Contiguous towns may unite in building work honses. 

5; Joint board of overseers, und their powers in such case. How chosen, and 

mode of proceeding. 

6. Quarterly and other meetings of such board. 

7. Choice of officers. 

8. By-laws, when ~nd how made. Duties and proceedings. 
9. Proportion in which expenses are to be paid. 

10. Mode of recovery from delinquent towns. 

11. Overseers may order commitment ~l certnin persons. 
12. Neither' town may commit more thun its proportion. 

18. Idlers having no settlement may be committed. 

14. Delinquent town may be deprived of the right to occupy the house; 
15. Either town may furnish additiouul materiuls for labor. 

16. Master to keep a registry. 

17. Controversy between master und overseers, how determined. 

lB. Each town liuble for its own commitments. J!Iode of discharge. 

19. Persons committed, to be kept employed. 

20; Work honses may be discontinued. 

Towns may SEC. 1. .Any town may erect or provide a work house for the em 
provide work 
houses. Per- ployment and support of persons of the following description: all 
sons liable to d '. di . . 
coinmitment. poor an III gent persons, mamtamed by or receiving alms from the 
R. s. c. 21, § 1. town' all able-bodied persons not having estate or means otherwise See c. 24, , 20. ' 

to maintain themselves, who refuse or neglect to work; all persons 
who live a dissolute and vagrant life and exercise no ordinary calling 
qr lawful business .sufficient to gain an honest livelihood; and all such 
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