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CRAP. 1. 

RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. [TITLE t. 

TITLE ONE. 
Tlie state: its sovereignty, divisions, domairi, revenue; parts 

of its civil and military administrations. 

CIllP. 1. Divisions of the state. Notice of approvlll, ;time when effective, nnd con· 

strnction of statutes. 
2. Sovereignty. Lands taken and ceded for military purposes. ' Coast snrrey. 

Expenditure of appropriations. Sinking fnnds. Seat of government. 

Organization of ilie legislature. Notice of petitions for legislation. Sec­

retary of State. Treasurer of State. State library. Tenure andqnaIifi­

cation of officer..s. 

8. Towns, their meetings; officers, powers, and dnties. 

4. Elections. 
5. Lands, their sale and settlement. Land ,agent. Location and care of lots 

for pnblic nses. 

6. Assessment and collection of tnxes. 

7. Registry of deeds. 

8. Connty trcasurers. 

9. Indian tribes. 

10. The militia. 

CHAPTER I. 
DmSIONS. OF THE STATE. NOTICE OF APPROY AL, TIME WHEN EFFEC­

TIVE AND CONSTRUCTION OF STATUTES. 

SEC •. 1. Bonnds of conn ties, districts, towns, plantations. 

2. Notice of approval of acts. 

3. Time when pnblic acts become effective, and construction of ncts repealing 

acts. 

4. Rnles of construction. 

I. Meaning of word,s. Technical terms. 

II. Singular an!! plnral. Mascnline and feminine. 

III. Majority anthorized to act. 

IV. .A.nnnlll meeting. 

Y. Grantor and Grantee. 

VI. Highway. 

VII. Inhabitmit. 

YIII. Insane. 

IX. Ibsne. 

X. Lands and Relll estate, 

XI. Month. Year. 

XII. Oath. 

XIII. Person. 

XIY. Preceding and following. 

XY. Seal. 
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XVI. United States and states. CHAP. 1. 
XVII. Town. 

XVIII. Written. Signatnre. 

XIX. Will. 

XX. I1uly sworn. Sworn according to law. Sworn. 

XXI. Acts of agents. 

:XXII. Disinterested. 

XXIII. Mnnicipal officers. 

XXIV. State paper. 

XXV. Abstracts and notes. 
XXVI. Acts of incorporation. 

SEC. 5. Persons to be sworn, may affirm. 

6. Sworn, duly sworn, as nsed in records. 

SECTION 1. The state is divid~d' into counties districts towns Bonn~s of , , , cOllnties, 
and plantations. Their bounds continue as they are established. to~s. n.nd oth-

, er dlnslOns 
SEC. 2. When a public act is approved by the governor, the sec- ~~n~nc~el·§l. 

retary of s~ate is to give written notice thereof to the presiding Secrctary'to 

ffi f th 't d h d 'b' 't b . . I d h give notice of o cers 0 e sena e an ouae, escn mg 1 y Its tit e, an t e approval of 

date of Hs approval, which is to be entered on the journal of each R:tS. c. 1, § 2. 

house. Sce c. 2, § 41. 

SEC. 3. A sta~te becomes. effective in thirty days after the Acts ~ec?me 
f h I . I .. I .3!.£!' •• d effective m recess 0 t e egIs atTIre passmg It, un ess a Ulllerent time IS name tbirty days uf-

therein. The repeal of an act or resolve passed after the fourth day ~.r ~~~~St § 3. 

of March, eighteen hundred and seventy, shall not revive any statute i5 ~~. ~~8. 
in force before the act or resolve took effect. The repeal of an act 52 Me. 158. 

shall not affect any punishment" penalty or forfeiture incurred before ~~~~~~:al­
the repeal takes effect, or any suit, or prosecution or proceeding iug acts. 

pending at the time of the repeal, for an offence committed or for l~7ile:·A~9:i07. 
the recovery of a penalty or forfeiture incurred under 'the act ~~ M~: ~gt 
repealed. Actions pending at the time of the passage or repeal of 
an act, shan not be affected thereby. . 

SEC. 4. The following rules are to be observed in the 
tion of statutes, unless such construction is inconsistent 
plain meaning of the enactment. 

construc- Rnles of con-
• struction. 

WIth the R. S. c, 1, § 4. 

T. Words and phrases are to be construed according to the com- MeadningdO! 
wor san 

mon meaning of the language. Technical words and phrases, and tecbnical 

such as have a peculiar meaning are to be considered as conveying i~lr~·. 347. . 
h t h · I uli . ( ) 49 Me. 5~5 suc ec mca, or pec ar meanmg. a 

II. Words of the singular may include the plural number; and Singnlurund 

words of the plural may include the singular number. Words of ~uii:~: 550. 

the masculine may include the feminine gender. 

(a) 47 Me. 845. 49 Me. 525. See c, 49, § 60. 



58 

CHAP. 1: 
1Ilojority may 
act. 
48 Me. 405-6. 
39 Me. 220. 
Annual meet-
ing. 
Grantor and 
Grantee. 

Highway. 

Inhabitant. 
31 Me. 369. 

Insane. 
49 Me. 36t. 
53 Me. 206. 

Issue. 

RULES. OF CONSTRUCTION. ' . [TITLE I. 

m. Words giving authority to three or more persons authorize a 
majority to act, when the enactment does not otherwise determine. 

IV. The words" annual meeting," when applied to towns, mean 
the annual meeting required by law for choice of town officers. 

V. The word" grantol"" means the person, who conveys a free­
hold estate or interest in land; and the word, " grantee" the person 
to whom it is conveyed. 

VI. The word" highway" may include a county bridge, county 
road or county way. (a) 

VII. The word "inhabitant" means a person having an estab­
lished residence in a place. 

VIII. The words" insane person" may include an idiotic, non 
compos, lunatic, or distracted person. 

IX. The word" issue" applied to the descent of estates includes 
all lawful1ineal descendants of the ancestor. 

Lands and real X. The words "land or lands" and the words "real estate" 
estate. include lands and all tenements 'and hereditaments connected there­See c. 6, § 3. 

Month. 

Oath. 

Person. 

with, and all rights thereto and interests therein. 
XI. .The word" month" means a calendar month'; and the word 

"year" a calendar year, unless otherwise .expressed. The word 
" year" used for a date means year of our Lord. (b) 

XII. The word" oath" includes an affirmation, when an affirma­
tion is allowed .. 

XIII. The word" person" may include a body corporate. 
Preccding and XIV. By the words "precedrng" or "following," used with 
folIo\\ing. reference to a section, is meant the section next preceding or follow­

Scat 
33 Me. 427. 
aBle. 200. 
86 Me. 366 • 

United States 
and state. 

Town. 
56 Me. 31. 

Written and 
sigoatnre. 
56 Me. 390. 

Will. 

Sworn, duly 
sworn, sworn 
accordin g to 
law. 

i:lg that in which it is used, when not otherwise expressed. 
XV. When the seal of a 'court, magistrate, or public officer, is 

to be affixed to a paper, the word" seal" may mean an impression 
made on the paper for that purpose with or without the use of wafer 

. or wax. 
XVI. The words" United States" .include territories and the 

District of Columbia. The word "state,". used with reference to 
any organized portion thereof, may mean a territory or said district. 

XVII. The word" town" includes cities and plantations unless 
otherwise expressed or implied. 

XVIII. The words" in writing" and "written" include print­
Ing and other modes of making legible words. When the signature 
of a person is required he must write it or make his mark. 

XIX. The word" wiII " includes a codicil. . 
XX. When the words "sworn" "duIy sworn," or "sworn 

according to law," are applied to an officer required by the constitu­
tion to take and subscribe an oath, they mean that he shall take and 

(a) 18 Me. 409. 26Me.406. 84, 1IIe. 9. See. c.18, § 68; c.19 § 1. 
(b) 47 Me. 888. Sce c. 11, ~ 54, item 1. 
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subscribe such oath, and when applied to any other officer or person, CHAP. 2. 
they mean that he shall·make oath faithfully and impartially to per- 30 Me. 319. 

. . . d' 41 Me. 226. 
form the duties required of hIm m the case speClfie. . . 42 Me. 367. 

XXI. When an act that may be lawfully done by an agent, is Acts of a~ents. 
d d 

48 Me. 5040. 
done by one authorized to do it, his principal may be regal' e as 
having done it. 

XXII. When a person is required to be disinterested or indiffer- Disintere~ed. 
. . hi 1863, c. 16~,§ 1. 

ent in a matter in which other persons are mterested, a relatlOns p 29 Me. 531. 
. h f h b . ·t· ffi'ty 'thin th . th 30 Me. 155. to mt er· 0 suc . persons y consangrnlll y or a TIl WI e SIX 32 Me. 310. 

degree according to the rules of the civil law, or within the degree ~~4~e. 474, 

of second cousins inclusive, except by the written consent of the 52 Me. 501. 

parties, will disqualify. 
XXIII The term "municipal officers" shall be construed to Municipaloffi-• cer5. 

include the mayor and aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns, 56 Me. 31. 

and the assessors of plantations. 
XXIV. The' words "state paper" mean the newspaper desig- State paper. 

'nated by the legislature, in which public acts, resolves, advertise-
ments, and notices are required to be published. 

XXV. Abstracts of titles and chapters, marginal and other notes Abstracts and 
• • • notes. 

are not to be consIdered as legal provlSlons. 
XXVI. Acts of incorporation are to be regarded in legal pro- I!lcorporn­

ceedings as public acts, and to be in force on the date of their ~ZM~. 139. 

approval. ' 
SEO. 5. In all cases when a person required to be sworn, is con- Persons to be 

sworn, may 
scientiously scrupulous of taking an oath, he may affirm. nffirm. 

SEO. 6. When the words "sworn," "duly sworn," or "sworn Sworn, duly 

d· t I" d . d till t f th d' sworn as used accor mg 0 aw,. are use m a recor or cer ca e 0 e a mm- in rec~rds. 

istrationof an oath, they mean that the oath required by the laws, 
or the constitution in the case specified, was taken, or taken and 
subscribed in .due form. 

CHAPTER' 2. 
SOVEREIGNTY. L.A..t"WS TAKEN .AND CEDED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. 

COAST SURVEY. EXPENDITURE OF APPROPRIATIONS. SINKING FUNDS. 

SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. ORGANIZATION· OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

NOTICE OF PETITIONS FOR LEGISLATION. SECRETARY OF STATE. 

TREASURER OF STATE. STATE LIBRARY. TENURE.AND QUALIFICA· 

TION OF OFFICERS. 

SOVEREIGNTY. Iuu.'DS T..A.liEN.u.'D CEDED F,OR MILIT.!nY PURPOSES. COAST 

SURVEY. 
SEC. 1. Sovereignty ,of the state. 

2. Processes executed in places ceded to United States. 

3. Governor may cede. 
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