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TITLE XII.] HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 737 
the subordinate officers, overseers, and guards, at a price, to be CRAP. 140. 
fixed by the governor and council, not to exceed two dollars and ----
fifty cents per week, to be deducted from their·salaries. 

SEC. 46. The O'overnor with advice of council is authorized 4-ppropria-

d o f h . -C: f th tions to be to raw warrants on the treasury 0 testate ill iavor 0 e paid to tbe 

warden for all such sums of money, as they, from time to time, "arden. ~_ 
deem proper, which are appropriated by the legis1ature for the ~\f" c. 11/, 

support of the state prison. 

CHAPTER 141. 

HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

COUSTY HOUSES OF ConnECTIO~. 

SEC. 1. County commissioners to pro.ide bouse of cOlTection, appoint master, sup
ply tools and materials for "ork, and establish rules. Jail to be used till 
such is pronded. 

2. Appointment, po"ers, duties and compensation of o.erseers. 
3. Supernsion by o.erseers. 
4. Description of persons liable to be sent to house of correction, and the term. 

of their confinement. 
5. Conditions of discharge at the end of the term. 
6. Provision for extension in case of paupers. 
7. Master to gi.e notice to the oYerseers of the poor "here the house of cor

rection is, and they to the oYerseers of the to"l"l"ll "here the prisoner has his 
settlement. 

S. Employment and restraints of prisoners. 
9. Punishment by abridgment of food. 

10. Allo"ance to prisoners from their eamings. 
11. Provision for the sick and disabled. 
12. Master to render account of prisoners' eamings. Special allowance to him 

in certain cases. 
13. Master may demand sums due him of the prisoner, his parents, master or 

guanlian, or the overseers of the to"l"l"ll. 
14. Suit therefor against such parties within two years. 
15. Kindred of the prisoner liable to master or town. 
16. Expenses of prisoners committed by court, how paid. 

To'WX HOUSES OF CORnECTIO~. 

17. To'I'I'D. houses of correction and their object. 
lB. Overseers thereof. 
19. Of work houses appropriated to the like uses. 
20. Compensation of overseers and master. 
21. Duties of the overseers. 
22. Support of the prisoners. 
23. Powers of o.erseers to commit persons to such house. 
2.!. Form of the order for commitment. 

COUNTY HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

SEC. 1. The comity commissioners in each county shall erect. County com

OI' otherwise provide, at the expense of the county, a convenient miss~donehrs to 
• '. pron e ouse 

house of correctIOn, where not aheady done, WIth suitable ad- of correction, 

joining accommodations, to be used for the custody, reform, aud R&:c·
S 

_ 

I t f .tr d 1 full . d h . ., c. 1,S. emp oymen 0 Ollen ers aw y commItte t ereto; . procure § 1, 2, 3, 4, if. 
93 



738 HOUSES OF CORRECTION. [TITLE XlI. 

CRAP. 141. and keep suitable. materials, implements, and o the:' neces~aries 
---- sufficient at all tImes to keep them at work; appomt a sUItable 

master of such house to hold his office during their pleasme; and 
establish such rules and orders, not repugnant to law, as they 
deem necessary for the pmposes aforesaid, and for managing the 
prudential concerns of the institution; but until such house is 
thus provided, the county jail may be used for that pmpose. . 

Appointment, SEC. 2. Where circumstances require it, they shall annually 
powders, duties appoint three or five suitable and discreet persons of their coun
an compensa- li' h h f . b h f 
tion of o,er- ty, vmg near t e ouse 0 correctIOn, to e overseers t ereo, 
seers. who shall see that the rules and orders, established for the 
R. s., c. 178, f h h d th fi d h . § 5,6,7. government 0 suc ouse an e persons con ne t erell, are 

duly observed; examine the master's accounts relating to the 
earnings of the prisoners and expenses of the institution; keep 
a fairly written register of all their official proceedings; make 
contracts for work to be done in the house with any person dis
posed to supply the materials therefor, and for letting out any of 
the prisoners to employers living near enough, in their opinion, 
to the house of correction, for the overseers or master to have a 
general inspection of their conduct and treatment; and receive 
from the earnings of the prisoners, or if they are insufficient, 
from the county treasmy, a reasonable compensation, to be al
lowed by th~ commissioners. 

Supcrvision by SEC. 3. The commissioners may remove the overseers, and 
oyerseers.. fill all vacancies happening by removal, resignation, or otherwise; 
R. s., c. 178, d I f ul' . . . h § s. an at east as 0 ten as every reg ar seSSIOn, lllqUIre llto t e 

Persons liable 
to be sent to 
house of cor
rection, &c. 
R. S., c. 178, 
§ 9,10. 

Conditions of 
discharge at 
the end of the 
tcrm. 
R. S., c. 178, 
§ 11. . 

Pro,ision for 
extension in 
case of pau
pers. 

state of the house of correction, examine the register and ac
counts of the overseers and master, and make any legal altera
tions in the treatment and government of the prisoners that they 
deem expedient. 

SEC. 4. Any justice of the peace in his county, on complaint 
under oath, for a term not exceeding thirty days, and thesnpreme 
judicial comt, on indictment, for a term not exceeding six months, 
may commit to said house all rogues, vagabonds, and idle per
sons going about in any town in the county begging; persons 
using any subtle craft, jugglery, or unlawful games or plays, or 
for the sake of gain pretending to have knowledge in physiog
nomy, palmistry, to tell destinies or fortunes, or discover lost or 
stolen goods; common pipers, fiddlers, runaways, clrunkards, 
night-walkers, railers, brawlers, and pilferers; persons wanton or 
lascivious in speech or behavior, or neglecting their callings or 
employments, mis-spending what they earn, and not providing 
for the support of themselves and their families. 

SEC. 5. At the expiration of the term, the prisoner shall not 
be discharged, until he pays all arrears of costs and expenses at
tending his commitment, support, and employment in such house; 
unless the overseers of the poor, where the house is, or of the 
town to which he belongs, pay such arrears, and in writing cer-
tify to the master, that, in their opinion, the public good will 
not require his longer confinement. 

SEC. 6. Notwithstanding the payment of such costs and ex
penses, if the prisoner has actually received relief as a pauper, 



TITLE XIL] HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 739 
the ove:'se~rs of the poor in either of said towns! on complaint ORAl'. 141. 
to the JustICe or court by whom they were commItted, may pro- ~ 
cure an extension of the confinement, of not more than thirty ril' c. 1(8, 

days at a. time, by the justice, nor more than six months, by 1846, c. 211, p. 
the court; and such application may be renewed, if occasion re-
quires it, on like complaint; and in all cases the prisoners shall 
be brought before the justice or court to answer to the com-
plaint. 

SEC. 7. Such masters, within ten days after the commitment Master to gi,e 

of any person to such house of correction, shall give notice there- notice to o,er-

f h f h h ··· d seers of the of to the overseers 0 t e poor 0 t e toWll were It IS SItuate ; poor where the 

and if the prisoner has actua11y received relief as a I)auper, hQut~e of c~~-. rec lOn IS, L~C. 
said overseers shall give the same notice thereof to the overseers 1844, c. no, ¢ 1. 
of the poor of the town of his legal settlement, as is required 1846,c.211,91· 

in other cases in which paupers become chargeable in places 
where they have no legal settlement. 

SEC. 8. The master of such house may set to work a11 per- Employment 

sons committed to his custody, so far as they are able, during and r!,straints 
• '. '. of pnsoners. 

the tIme of theu' confinement; and if theIr deportment renders R. S., c. 178, 
it expedient, he may put shackles or fetters on them to prevent § 15. 

resistance or escape, without unnecessarily inflicting pain or in
terrupting labor. 

SEC. 9. If any prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refrac- Punis~ent 
tory, or refuses to perform his appointed task in a proper man- ~f tobad~gment 
ner, the master may abridge his supply of food until he complies R. S., c. 178, 
with the reasonable requirements of the master and overseers. § 16. 

SEC. 10. The prisoners shall be allowed two-thirds of their Allowance to 

net earninO"s for theIr support and the residue shall belonO" to pri~oners [rom 
o . , 0 theII eamlD as 

the master, unless they are heads of families; then the whole R. s., c. 17S~ • 
net-profit of their labor, or so much thereof as the county com- § 17. 
missioners order, shall be for the relief and support of them and 
their families. 

SEC. 11. If any prisoner, from sickness or other cause, is Pro,!sion for 

unable to work so as to support himself from his share of earn- tl?-e SICk and . disabled. 
ings, the master shall provide for him comfortably, and be reim- R. S., c. 178, 
bursed as hereinafter provided. § 18. 

SEC. 12. The master shall keep an exact account of all profits Master to ren

and earninO"s of prisoners and of his disbursements for their de: account of 
o 'f . 'h . . Ii' pnsoners' support, speCl ymg the times of t eu' commItment and beration, earnings, &c. 

and present it, on oath, to the commissioners of his connty, annu- fi~" c.178, 

ally and oftener if directed, and they may make him such further . 
allowance, as they think r~asonable, in special cases, for his care, 
labor, and services, besides the third of the earnings as before 
provided. 

SEC. 13. When a sum of money is due the master under the Master may 

provisions of this chapter from any prisoner, and his account is ddemah",d sufmths 
. . . ue lID 0 e 

duly allowed and certified to be conect by the commlSSIOners, prisoner, &c. 

he may demand it of the prisoner, if of age, otherwise, of his f.; s., c. 17S, 

parent, master, or guardian; and if the party liable is not able _0. 

to pay, he may demand it of the overseers of the town where 
such prisoner has his legal settlement. 
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CHAP. 141. SEC. 14. At any time within two years from the date of the 
---- certificate of allowance, and fourteen days after such demand in 
Suit therefor •• if th " d th t .. ithin two wntlllg, e money remams unpal, e mas er may commence 
years. his action for it, declaring as on an implied promise, and recover 
22 Naine, 385. what is found justly due, of the prisoner, his parent, master, 
R. S., c. 178, 
§ 21. guardian, or town, as the case requires, with legal interest from 

the date of demand, and costs; if the party respondent was duly 
notified by the commissioners before the allowance of said ac
count, their certificate shall be presumptive evidence of the cor
rectness thereof; and, in either case, it may be disproved by 
evidence on the part of the respondent. 

~dred of SEC. 15. If .there is kindred, obliged by law to maintain the 
i;:~~~rl~~ble prisoner, as provided in chapter twenty-four, such master or the 
tOWIl. town, obliged to pay his acconnt, may have the same remedy to 
R. S., c.178, recover it of such kindred, as is provided in that chapter for § 22. 

towns, which have incurred expense for the relief and support of 
paupers. ' 

E:;penses of SEC. 16. When any person, convicted before the supreme ju
~i:t~aS;~ com- dicial court fo'r an offence punishable by imprisonment or fine, is 
co,;!rt, how committed to the house of correction, the expenses of keeping, 
i:l~. n supporting, and employing such offender, after deducting the net 
§ 23:' c. {, amount of his ea'Tnings, shall be allowed by the commissioners 

To'trn. houses 
of correction 
and their 
object. 
R. S., c. 178, 
§ 24. 

O,erseers 
thereof .. 
R. S., c. 178, 
§ 25. 

of the county, and be paid to the master of such house out of 
the county treasury, with the same right of reimbursement from 
the treasury of the state, as the accounts of jailers for prison 
charges forpersolls confined for offences against the state. 

TOWN HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

SEC. 17. Any town, at its own expense, may build and main
tain a house of correction, or may appropriate in part or in whole 
any work-house owned by such town for such purpose; and any 
person belonging to or found in such town, liable to be sent by 
a jnstice of the peace to the county house of correction, may be 
sent to such town house by any justice of such town, and by the 
like process; but the provisions of this section shall not restrain 
such justice from committing any person so liable to the county 
house of correction; and the respondent party may appeal as in 
other cases. 

SEC. 18. The selectmen of any such town shall annuallyap
point three, five, or seven discreet persons, overseers of such 
house, and may establish, from time to time, such rules and 
orders not repugnant to law, as they deem necessary for govern-
ing and furnishing persons lawfully committed thereto. 

Ofworkhouses SEC. 19. When any work-house is so appropriated for a house 
for like uses. of correction, the master thereof shall be master of the house of 
R§ 9 s. c. 178, correction; but in other cases the overseers thereof shall ap-_u. 

point a suitable master, removable at their pleasure. 
Compensation 
of OYerseers 
and master. 
. R. S., c. 178, 
§ 27. 

SEC. 20. The overseers and master of such town house of 
correction shall have such compensation for their services as is 
annually voted by their towns . 
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SEC. 21. The overseers, from time to time, shall examine in- CHAP. 141. 

to the prndential concerns and management of such house, and . h 
see that the master faithfully discharges his duty. ~,~~::e~!. t .e 

SEC. 22. Every person committed to such town house of cor- R. S., c. 178, 
rection shall be supplied by the keeper with a suitable quantity ~~:~ort of the 
of bread and water, or other nourishment, as the overseers prisoners. 
order' and all expenses incurred for commitment and main ten- R. S., c. 178, 
ance, ~xceeding the earnings of the person confined, shall be paid § 29. 

by the parties liable for similar charges in the case of persons 
committed to a county house of correction. " 

SEC. 23. The overseers of any such town house of correc- Powers of 
tion may commit thereto for a term not exceedino' forty-eio'ht o'ferse.ers to 

. , to to commIt per-
hours, any person publicly appearing intoxicated, or in any man- sons. 
ner violating the public peace, when the safety of the person ril~" c. 178, 
intoxicated, or the good order of the community requires it, till . 
such person can be conveniently carried before a magistrate and 
restrained by complaint and warrant in the usual course of crim
inal prosecutions. 

SEC. 24. The form of the order for commitment may be in Form of order 
substance as follows: for commitment. 

To A. B., master of the house of correction in the town ?f rilf." c.178, . 
--: Yon are hereby required to receive and keep C. D. ill 

said house of correction for the term of -- hours, unless 
sooner discharged by our order. 

E. F., (I Overseers of said house 
G. H., S of correction. 

And any sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, or other person, to 
whom such order is given by said overseers, shall forthwith ap
prehend and convey such person to said house of correction, and 
deliver him to the master thereof, to be taken and kept agreeably 
to the order; and shall be entitled to receive from the town 
such fees for service and travel as are allowed for service of 
warrants. 

SEC. 1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
S. 
9. 

CHAPTER 142. 

THE STATE REFORM SCHOOL. 

Appointment, term of office, 'powers and dunes of the trustees of the reform 
school. 

"Who may be sentenced thereto. 
How they shall be instructed and disciplined. 
Proceedings when trustees or superintendent do not recei,e him or he is in-

corrigibl e. 
Costs of transportation paid by the county. 
Form of commitment and effect of discharge. 
Trustees may bind out boys. 
IIi what branches they shall be instructed. 
Powers and dunes of superintendent. 
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