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TITLE m.] PILOTS. 

CHAPTER 36. 

PILOTS, SHIP OWNERS, WRECKS .Al\"']) SHIPWRECKED GOODS, LIGHT­
ERS .AND HARBORS. 

SEC. 1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

PILOTS. 

Appointment, oath and bond of pilots. 
Their duty to pilot inward and outward bound -.essels, but master may pilot 

his own .essel. 
Go.emor and council to :fix their fees, and hear complaints against them, and 

suspend or remo.c. 
Liable for all damage to vessels caused by their fault. 

SHIP O"ln'Ens. 

Ship owners' liability to freighters for acts of master and crew, payment to 
same pro rata, and equity power ofeourt therefor. 

Charterer deemed the owner, and responsible to the real owner. 

WRECKS AXD SHIPWllECAED GOODS. 

Appointment, oath and bond of co=issioncrs of wrecks and the remedy on 
said bonds. 

S. Their powers and duties. 
9. Penalty for disobeying order of commissioner, and how reco.ered and appro­

priated. 
10. All property to be inventoried and delivered to owner, on payment of fees 

and expenses. 
11. Comruissioncr to decide compensation of other persons. 
12. Appeal to judge of probate allowed in certain cases, and his power to decide 

and enforce his decision. 
13. Penalty for intermeddling with such property after al"!"iTal of c6raruissioner 

without authority. 
14. Commissioner to publish all the particulars of the wreck, under a penalty. 
15. When property may be sold to pay custom house duties, and to prevent its 

perishing, and notice of sale. 
16. Property to be accounted for to the state treasurer after one year, and liabil-

ity for negleet to do so. . 
Ii. Treasurer to allow commissioner just compensation, and hOW,aseertained. 

LIGHTEns .Do"]) H.a.nnoRS. 

18. Lighters, carrying stone, sand, or gra.el, shall be marked, and marks in-
speeted and renewed yearly. 

19. Penalty for using lighters without marks, or falsely marking them. 
20. Municipal officers anuually to appoint inspectors, and regulate their fees. 
21. When capacity of lighters has been altered, they shall be inspeeted and 

marked anew. 
22. Penalty for throwing ballast into any road, port or harbor, and for taking it 

from land without consent of owner, and how recoyered and appropriated. 

PILOTS. 

279 
CHAP. 36. 

SEC. 1. The governor, with advice of cOlllcil, may appoint Appointment, 

Pilots for any port in which a maiority of the ship owners and oatil. and bond 'u of pilots. ' 
masters apply in writing therefor and recommend suitable per- R. S., c. 47, 
sons; and give to each of them branches or warrants for the ex- § 1, 2. 

ecution of the duties of their office; and they shall, before enter-
ing upon the same, De duly sworn, and give bond to the 'treasurer 
of state in the sum of five thousand dollars for the faithful per-
formance thereof. ' 



280 WRECKS. [TITLE m. 

C 9G SEC. 2. Such pilots are authorized and directed to take charge 
HAP. oJ • d b d ----- of all vessels, drawing nine feet of water and upwar s, onn 

'fR,~~e;':u';y into, and of all such vessels, except coasting and fishing vessels, 
pilot his own bound to sea ont of any of said ports, and shall pilot them into 
ycssel. or ont of the port assigned them, first showing to the master 
R. S., c. 47, ~ 
§ 3, 6. thereof their branch and informing him of their fees; but any 

master may pilot his own vessel without being subject to pay 
therefor~ 

Go.-emor and SEC. 3. The governor and conncil may fix the fees of pilot-
council to fL" if . ,. f hilt t" 't t fees hcar com- age; spec y the same 10 tlle warrant 0 eac po; ransml 0 
plah>ts, and each collector of customs in said ports a schedule thereof, to be 
;~rio~~~ or hung up by him for public inspection; hear and determine all 
R. S., c. 47, complaints against such pilots for misconduct, and suspend, or 
§ 4, 7. remove them and appoint others in their room. 
Liablc for SEC. 4. If any vessel, while under the charge of such pilot, 
~;~h~~ f~~t~d is lost, rnn agronnd, or cast away, through bis fault, he shall be 
R. s., c. 47, § 5. liable to pay the owner or insurer a just compensation for any 

Ship omlers' 
liability to 
freighters. 
R. S., c. 47, 
9 S, 9. 

damage thereby sustained. 

SHIP OW1\TERS. 

SEC. 5. No ship owner shaH be answerable, beyond the 
amount of his interest in the vessel and freight, for any embez­
zlement, loss, or destruction, by the master and mariners of any 
property put on board of such vessel; nor for any act of theirs 
without his privity or knowledge; but if several owners of pro-
perty on the same voyage suffer damage as aforesaid, and the 
whole vessel and her freight for the voyage are not sufficient to 
compensate each of them, they shall be compensated by the 
owner of the vessel in proportion to their respective losses, and 
for that purpose, they or the owner of the vessel, or any of 
them, may prosecute a bill in eqnity for discovery and payment 
of the sum, for which said owner is liable to the parties entitl~d 
thereto. 

Charterer SEC. G. For the purposes of the preceding section the char-
deemed the 1 . . h h Omlcr, and terer of any vesse , naVlgatlllg t e same at his own expense, B all 
responsible to be deemed the owner' and if any loss haDpens to any person 
the re"l owner. f t" th" t' d 1 ·t

1
• t d fr ' R. S., c. 47, rom lle causes erem men lOne ,ane 1 IS compensa e 'om 

§ 10. the freight or vessel, the owner thereof may recover the amonnt 
from the charterer. 

Appointment, 
oath and bond 
of commis­
sioners of 
'Wrecks, and 
remedy on 
bond. 
R. S.,c.49, 
§ 1,2. 

WRECKS A}.T]) SHIPWRECKED GOODS. 

SEC. 7. The governor, with the advice of council, may appoint 
in connties where needed, commissioners of wrecks and ship­
wrecked goods, removable at pleasure; each to be duly sworn 
and to give bond to the judge of probate for his county for the 
faithful discharge of his duties; and any person interested may 
have the ,same remedy for the breach of such bond, as on admin­
istrators' bonds. 

Thd~ P?wers SEC. "8. Every such' commissioner, immediately on receiving ;: s.,:~:~:§ 3. information of a~y shipwreck, or of finding any shipwrecked 
property of any kind, to the amount of one hundred dollars on 
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any of the shores or waters within his connty, shall repair to the CHAP. 36. 
place where the property is, and in case the same is not in the 
custody of any owner or agent, he shall take charge of it, and 
secure and preserve the same for the owner. 

SEC. 9. The commissioner, in such case, may employ as many P.enaltyJor 

persons, as he thinks necessary, to assist in preserving the pro- :~~~elf~m_ 
perty; appoint guards to receive it; suppress all tumults and missioner, and 

di d d if di b f hi 1 "-.1 d howreco,ered SOl' ers; an any person so eys any 0 s awuu or ers, and appropri-
he shall forfeit for each offence a sum not exceeding ten dollars, ated. . 

to be recovered in an action on the case in the name of the com- R. S., c. 49, § 4. 

missioner, to the use of the town. 
SEC. 10. The commissioner shall, on every such occasion, Ali'propertr. to 

t k . . t filth ' ty th t t hi be m,entoned a e an lllven ory 0 a e pI opel' a com es 0 s posses- and delivered 
sion; and when required by any person interested, make oath to to owner. 

its truth; and deli vel' a copy thereof, if required, together with R. S., c. 49, § 5. 

all the said property to the person lawfully authorized to receive 
it; provided there is first paid or secured to him a reasonable 
compensation for his services, and such custom house duties and 
other charges, if any, as he has paid, or become liable to pay on 
account of the property in question. 

SEC. 11. No person interested in any such property shall be Co~ssioner 
h Id t t th th . . to deCIde com-

e 0 pay 0 any person, 0 er an a commIssIOner, any com- pensation of 
pensation for services or expenses in taking or securing the other persons: 

property, except for property taken or secured before the arrival R. S., c. 49, § 6. 

of the commissioner; in which case the commissioner shall, upon 
due hearing of all parties interested, determine the amount of 
compensation by his award in writing; which shall be final, un-
less the sum awarded to any party exceeds fifty dollars. 

SEC. 12. If the commissioner and the party interested disa- ~ppeal to 

gree respecting the charges of the commissioner, or if the award b~~~~ll~J~r 
aforesaid exceeds fifty dollars, any party aggrieved may appeal his .power to' 

h . d . f 1 t .t:' th t h th . deCIde and en-to t e JU ge 0 pro Ja e ~or e coun y were e property IS force his decis-

situated; who shall, either in vacation or term time, on due ion. 
notice, decide the case in a summary manner, and issue, under R. s., c. 49, p. 
the seal of the court, any process necessary to carry his decision 
ill to effect. 

SEC. 13. If any person, after the arrival of the commissioner ~enalty folC 

and witho~t his ~irection or th~t of some person interested, ':i~~n;~~':'J 
takes, detams, or mtermeddles WIth any such property, he shall after a.myal of 

forfeit not exceeding one thousand dollars for each offence, to ~J~:u~s~~~er, 
be recovered in an action of debt by the commissioner or any thority. 
person interested, to his own use. R. S., c. 49, § S. 

SEC. 14. The commissioner shall, as soon as practicable, pub- Commi~sioner 
lish all the facts and particulars of the shipwreck and of the ~heP~~~~ul~~s 
property found, in such manner as shall be best for the informa- of the wreck, 

tion of all parties; and in case of neglect, shall forfeit fifty ~~~r a pen­

dollars to the interested party first suing therefor in an action of R. s., c. 49, § 9. 

debt. 
SEC •. 15. He may dispose of so much of the property by pub- When proper­

lic auction within thirty days after taking it, as is necessary to tyt maydbeti·sold 
. ~ 0 pay u es, 

pay the duties thereon to the custom house; and whenever neces- !,nd to.pr;,ent 
. "t . th 11 h . . h bl Its penshinD'. SIty reqmres 1, may, m e same way se suc as IS pens a e, 0 

36 
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CRXP. 36. giving reasonable public notice, and if practicable, in a public 

R. s., c.49, 
§ 10, 11. 
Property to be 
accounted for 
to state treas­
urer, after one 
year, and 
liability for 
neglect. 
R. S., c. 49, 
§ 12, 14. 

newspaper. 
SEC. 16. If no persou interested appears within oue year 

after such property is taken into custody, and establishes his 
claim thereto, the commissioner shall preseut, uuder oath, to the 
treasurer of state, au inventory of the property; and .if sold, 
an account of the sales, with au account of all moneys paid by 
him as duties and expenses thereon; and pay and deliver to the 
treasurer the balance of such accounts, with all the property 
remaining in his hands for the use of the state; aud if he ueg-
lects to do so for sixty days after the expiratiou of said year, 
the treasurer shall cause a suit therefor to be commenced for the 
use of the state. 

TreasUrer to SEC. 17. The treasurer may make to the commissioner 'on 
allow compen- th ttl t f hi t t' ·d . t t· sation, and e se emeu 0 s accoun as aloresal , a JUs compensa Ion 
h~w ascer- for his services and expenses, to be ascertained in case of dis-
it:ns~· c. 49, agreement between them, as provided in section twelve. 
§l3. 

LIGHTERS .A}.T]) HARBORS. 

Li,ghters, car- SEC. 18. Every boat or lighter employed in carrying stones, 
~~l oS;::~el, sand, or gravel, shall be marked at light water mark, and at least 
~~a~n\e~~k~- at :five othl~r pllac~sb'lwithd:figuresh four, twedlve, sixteen, twenty­
in~pected and four, and t llrty, egl y rna e ou t e stem au stern post thereof; 
renewed expressinO" the weight such boat or HoMer is capable of carrmuO" yearly 0 0 J - 0' 

R. S.,~. 48, § 1. when the lower part of the respective numbers touch the water 
in which it floats; aud such marks shall be inspected yearly, and 
when found illegible in the whole or in part, they shall be re~ 
newed. . 

Penalty for SEC. 19. The master or owner, who uses without such marks; 
11Sino- lio-hters d h f: 11k h b 1· h 1 with~ut~arks, an any person, w 0 a se y mar rs any suc oat or 19hter, sal 
or fal;;ely forfeit fifty dollars, to be recovered by any person suing therefor 
marking them. . ti· f d 1 t 
R. S., c. 48, m an ac on 0 e). 
§ 2, ~. • SEC. 20. The municipal officers of every town, where boats 
~~~~l~~~~!t and lighters are employed for the purposes aforesaid, shall an­
inspectors, and nually appoint, in April or May, some snitable person to exam-
reo-illate fees.. d t· th . . f 11 h b t d 1· h R 0 S 48 me an ascer am e capaCities 0 a suc oa s an Ig tel's, 
§ 4, 6: c. , . and mark them as above prescribed, who shall be duly sworn ; 

and said officers shall establish and regulate the fees therefor. 
Wh~n capacity SEC. 21. When such inspector thinks that the burden or ca­
~~e~g~~~~~.t's pacity of any such boat or lighter is altered by repairs or other­
&:c. wise, he shall forthwith ascertain the same anew, and mark it ac­
E. S., c. 48, § 5. cordingly. 
Pcnaltyfor SEC. 22. No master of any vessel shall throw overboard any 
i:~~~ ;:j.- ballast in any road, ,port, or harbor, on penalty of sixty dollars; 
road, port or and no person shall take any stone or other ballast from any 
harbor &c. . d 1 h th 1 d . h f h R. S., ~. 48, lslan, )eac ,or 0 er. an ,WIt out consent 0 t e oWller, under 
§ 7, s. a penalty not exceeding seven dollars for each offence, to be' 

recovered in an action of debt by any person suing therefor, 
one-half to his own use, and the other to the use of the town, 
where the offence is committed. 
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