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CHAP. 12. annual income of such lands and of the pI'oceeds of their sale 
---_- according to the terms of the grants and reservations by which 

they were so vested; and at each annual meeting for choice of 
parish officers, exhibit an aCC01lllt of their proceedings, and a 

, 
First meeting 
of trustees, 
how called. 
R. S., c. 20, 
§l5. 

Physic and 
surgery. 

Restrictions 
on certain 
practitioners. 
R. S.,c,22. 

statement of funds, receipts, and expenditures. 
SEC. 45. The first meeting of the trustees constituted by 

sections thirty-six and forty-four in any year, may be called by 
seven Ddays personal notice of the time and place tliereof, given 
by one of them to all the others. 

CHAPTER 13. 

THE PRACTICE OF MEDICTh"'E fi"'D SURGERY. 

SEC. 1. No person, except a physician or surgeon who com­
menced practice prior to February sixteenth, eighteen h1llldred 
and thirty one, or has received a medical degree at a public med­
ical institution in the United States, or a license from the censors 
of the Maine Medical Society, shall recover any compensation 
for medical or s1ll'gical services, unless previous to such services, 
he had obtaiued a certificate of good moral character from the 
municipal officers of the town where he theu resided. 

CHAPTER 14. 

PREVENTION OF CONTAGIOUS SIC1D'I""ESS. 

SEC. l. Precautions against infected persons; duty of municipal officers. 
2. Precautions against persons arrhing from infected places; same. 
3. Restrictions on such persons; .may be removed if refractory; penalty if they 

return. 
4. Precautions authorized in border towns. 
5. Process for removal or separate aceo=odation of infected persons. 
6, 7. Process for securing infected articles. 
8. Powers of officers in executing such process. 
9. Expenses, how paid. 

10. Compensation for men or property impressed. 
11. Adjournment of courts because of danger from infection. 
12. Removal of iruected prisoners from places of confinement. 
13. Order for removal, how returned. Such removal not an escape. 
14. Health committee, how chosen; their duties. 
15. If no committee chosen, selectmen to perform the duties. 
16. May order removal of private nuisances; proceedings thereon. 
17. Masters, &c., of vessels may be examined on oath in ce~tain cases. 
18. Vessels with infected. persons to anchor at a distance from towns. 
19. Penalty for violation of this provision. 
20. Selectmen may establish quarantine regulations. Penalty for breach thereof. 
21. Duty. of pilots to give notice thereof. 
22. Punishment for violation or evasion of quarantine, after notice. 
23. Selectmen to furnish signals, to be kept hoisted by master. Restriction of 

persons visiting vessels at quarantine. 
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24. Health committee may exercise authority of selectmcn relating to quarantii:te. 
25. Quarantine expenses, how paid. 
26. Hospitals may be established. Restrictions as to location thereof. 
27. Restrictions on inoculation with the small pox. 
28. Physicians and others liable to hospital regulations. 
29 .. Hospitals to be provided on breaking out of infectious diseases; regulations. 
30. Precautions to prevent the spread of such diseases. 
31. Penalty for TIolation of hospital regulations by persons subject thereto. 
32. Householders and physieians. to give notice of infectious diseascs under their 

care. 
33. Forfeitures, how recovered and appropriated. 
34. Towns may choose a board of health; their powers and duties. 
35. Vaccination may be at the expense of towns and plantations. 
3G. By-laws may be established. 

203 
CILll'. 14. 

SEC. 1. When any person is, or has recently been infected Pre~auti~ns 
with any disease or sickness dangerous to the public health, the :~a;~::o~ect~ 
municipal officers of the town where he is, shall provide for the R. S., c. 21, § 1. 

safety of the inhabitants, as they think hest, by removing him to 
a separate house, if it can he done without great danger to his 
health, and by providing nurses and other assistants and neces-
saries; at his charge or that of his parent or master, if able, 
otherwise, that of the town to which he belongs. 

SEC. 2. When any infectious or malignant distemper is known Pre~autions 
to exist in any place out of the state, the municipal officers of ~~~:;r~~g; 
any town in the state, by giving public notice therein, as they from infected 

find . t' . f h I places. convemen , may reqUIre any person cOllllng rom suc pace R. S., c. 21, § 2. 
to inform one of them or the town clerk of their arrival and 
from what place; and if he does not, within two hours after his 
arrival, or after actual notice of such requirement, give such in-
formation, he shall forfeit one hunru'ed dollars"to the use of the 
town. 

SEC. 3. Said officers may prohibit a person, required to give Restrictions 

such information, from going to any part of their town where ~~n~~c~r;rbe 
they think his presence would be unsafe for the inhabitants i and remo~ed if re­

if he does not comply, they may order" him, unless disabled by fractory. 

sickness, forthwith to leave the state in the manner and by the 
road they direct i and if he neglects or refuses so to do, any jus-
tice of the peace in the county, on complaint of either of said 
officers, may issue his warrant to any proper officer or other 
person named therein, aud cause him to be removed out of the 
state; and if during the prevalence of such distemper in the Penalty if they 

place where he resides, he returns to any town in this state, ~t~. 91 

without the license of the municipal officers thereof, he shall fOl'- § 3, 4: c. - , 

feit not exceeding four hundred dollars. 
SEC. 4. The municipal officers of any town near to or ad- Precautions 

. .. th l' f th t t . 1 . . ~ h· authorized in Jommg e me 0 e s a e, may appomt, Jy wnting unCleI' t 811' border tOWIlS. 

hands, suitable persons to attend at any places by which travel- R. S., c. 21, § .5. 

ers may pass into such town from infected places in other states 
or provinces; who may examine such passengers, as they suspect 
of bringing with them any infection dangerous to the pul)lic 
health, and if need be, may restrain them from traveling" until 
licensed thereto by a justice of the peace in the county, or one 
of said officers; and any such passenger who without such 
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CRAP. 14. license travels in this state, except to return by the most direct 
---- way to the state or province whence he came, after he has been 

cautioned to depart l)y the persons so appointed, shall forfeit 
not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

Process for SEC. 5. Any two justices of the peace may issue a warrant, 
removal or separate ac- ,directed to a propel' officer, requiring him to remove any person 
commodation infected with contagious sickness, under the direction of the of infected ~ 
persons. municipal officers of the town where he is; or to impress and 
R. S., c. 21, § 6. take up convenient houses, lodgings, nurses, attendants, and 

other necessaries for the accommodation, safety and relief of 
the sick. 

Pro.ces~ for se- SEC. 6. When on the application of the municipal officers of 
curm" infected . t .. f h 1 h .. t articl~s. a town, It appears 0 any JustIce 0 t e peace t mt t ere IS JUs 
R. S., c. 21, § 7. cause to suspect that any baggage, clothing, or goods of any 

kind within such town, are infected with any malignant conta­
gious distemper, by a warrant directed to a propel' officer, he 
shall require him to impress so many men, as the justice thinks 
necessary, to secure such infected articles, and to post said men 
as a guard over the house or place where the articles are lodged, 
who shall prevent any person's 'removing or coming neal' such 
articles, until due inquiry is made into the circumstances thereof. 

Justice may by SEC. 7. He may by the saine warrant, if it appears to him 
warrant re-
quire officers necessa,ry, require said officers under the direction of the muni-
to cause them cipal officers to impress and take up convenient houses or stores 
to be removed £ th "k . f h . £ d . 1 d th to suitable or e sale -eeplllg 0 suc 1Il ecte artIc es, an cause em to 
places. be removed thereto, or otherwise detained, until the municipal 
R. S., c.21, § 8. officers think they are free from infection. 
Pow~rs of ofli- SEC. 8. Said officers, if need be, may break open any house, 
~ers ill execut- shop or other I)lace mentioned in the warrant where infected m" such pro- , 
ce~s. articles are, and require such aid as is necessary to execute it; 
R. s., c. 21, § 9. and all persons at the command of either of said officers, under 

, a penalty of not exceeding ten dollars, shall assist in such exe-
cution. 

Expenses,how SEC. D. The cha,rges of securing such infected articles and of 
paid. transporting and purifying them shall be paid by the owners 
ri~'~ c. 21, thereof, at the price determined by the mmilcipal officers. 
Compensation 
for men or 
property im­
pressed. -
R. S., c. 21, 
§ ll. 

Adjournment 
of courts be­
cause of dan­
ger from in­
fection. 
R, S., c. 21, 
§12. 

Removal of 
infected pris­
oners from 
places of con-

o finement. 
R, S., c. 21, 
§l3. 

SEC. 10. When the officer impresses or takes up any houses, 
stores, lodging, or other necessaries, or impresses any man, as 
herein provided, the pm'ties interested shall have a just compen­
sation therefor, to be paid by the town in which such persons or 
property were impressed. 

SEC. 11. When a malignant infectious distemper prevails in 
any town wherein the supre'me judicial court or court of county 
commissioners is to be held, said courts may be adjourned and 
held in any town in said county, by proclafuation made in such 
public manner as the courts judge best, as near their usual place 
of meeting as they think safety permits. 

SEC. 12. When any person in a jail, house of correction, 
or workhouse, is attacked with any disease, which the municipal 
officers of his town, by medical advice, consider dangerous to 
the safety and health of other prisoners, or of the inhabitants of 
the town, they shall, by their order in writing, direct his removal 
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to some place of safety, there to be securely kept and provided CHAP. 14. 
for until their further order; and if he reco,ers from such dis- ---­
ease, he shall be returned to his place of confinement. 

SEC. 13. If he was cominitted by order of a conrt or nnder Order for re-
. ill . '1 h h' 1 th f mo.al how a JU CIa process, t e order for IS remova , or a copy creo return'ed. Such 

attested by the municipal officers, shall be returned by them with. rcmoyal not an 

the. doings thereon into the office of the clerk of the court from ~.c~~,e~. 21, 

which such order or process was issued. No such removal shall § 14. 

be deemed an escape. 
SEC. 14. A town at its annual meeting, IDay choose a health H!,alth com­

committee of not less than three nor more than nine, or one per- :h~~~i;h~heir 
son to be a health officer; who shall remove, at the expense of duties. 

their town, all filth found in any place therein, which, in their ri ~., e. 21, 

judgment, endangers the lives or health of any inhabitant; and i). 

require the owner or occupant, when they think necessary, to 
remove or discontinue any drain or other source of filth. ' 

SEC. 15. If any town, at its annual meeting, omits to choose If no eo=it­

such committee or officer, the municipal officers shall be a health r::~e~~~'p~~: 
committee, and have all their powers and perform all their f?rm the du-

d t · ties 
U leS. , 1853. c. 4. 

SEC. 16. When any~ source of filth, or other cause of sick- May order re­

ness, is found on priv:ate property, the owner or occupant thereof ~~~a~,:i~_p:i­
shall, within twenty-four hours after notice from the said com- anccs; pro­
mittee or officer at his-own expense remove or discontinue it· ceedingsthere-, ,. , on. 
and if he neglects or unreasonably delays to do so, he shall for- R. S., e. 21, 
feit not exceeding one hundred dollars; and said comInittee or § 16. ' 

officer shall cause said nuisance to be removed or discontinued; 
and all expenses thereof shall be repaid to the town by such 
owner or occupant, or by the person who caused or permitted it. 

SEC. 17. If a master, seaman, or passenger of a vessel, in Masters. &e. 
which there is any infection or has lately been or is suspected of .esse~s may , , be exammed 
to have been, or which has come from a port where any infec- o~ o'atb in eer-
tious distemper prevails, dangerous to the public health, refuses tam case~. 
to answer, on oath, such questions, as are asked him relating to rif." e. _1, 

such infection or distemper, by the municipal officers of the town 
to which such vessel comes, which oath either of said officers 
may administer, he s1iall forfeit not exceeding two hundred dol-
lars, or be imprisoned. not more than six months. 

SEC. 18. "When a vessel arrives at a port in this state, having yess'els with 

on board any person infected with a malignant disease, the mas- ~~~~\eod !::hor 
tel', commander, or pilot thereof shall anchor it at some con- at a distance 

venient place below the town of such POl't, at a distance safe for ~om to~:. 
the inhabitants thereof and the persons on board other vessels § it' c. - , 

in the pOl't; and no person or thing on board shall be brought 
on shore, until the municipal officers give their written permit 
therefor. 

SEC. 19. FOl' the willful violation of the provisions of the Penalty for .i-

Precedin o• section such master or commander shall forfeit not olati?,: of this 
• 0'. prOYlSlOn. 

exceedmg two hundred, and the pilot not exceeding fifty dollars R. S., e. 21, 
for each offence. § 19. 

SEC. 20. The municipal officers of a seaport town may cause Selectmen may 
any vessel arriving there to perform cluarantine at such place establish quar-
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OHA,P. 14. and nnder such regulations as they may judge expedient, wlJ.en 
. I they think the safety of the inhabitants requires it; and whoever 

nntme regu a.. b . . 
tions. neglects or refuses to 0 ey such orders and regulatIOns, shall 

. P
b 

enalhtytbfor f forfeit not exceeding five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not 
rene ere a • ........ 

R. S., c. 21, exceediug six months. 
§ 20~ 21. . SEC. 21. When such officers of a seaport town think it neces-
Duty of pilots t d 11 I " h fr ti' ul to giye notiee sary 0 or er a vesse s, arnvmg t ere om any par c ar port 
tbereof. or ports, to perform quarantine, they shall give notice thereof to 
f22~" c. 21, the pilots of their port; who shall make it known to the master 

of all vessels which they board. If any pilot neglects to do so, 
or contrary thereto pilots any vessel up to said seaport town, he 

. shall forfeit not exceeding one hnndred dollars. 
Puni.shm:nt SEC. 22. When the master or commander of a vessel takes 
for YlOlatlDn or 't .. 
emsion.of 1 Up to any seaport town after notIce that a quarantme has been 
quaran~me, af- so directed for all vessels cominO' from the l)ort or l)lace whence 
ter notice. . 0 

R. S, c. 21, hIS vessel sailed, or by false declarations, or otherwise, fraudu-
§ 23. lently attempts to elude such directions; or lands or suffers to 

be landed from his vessel any person or thing, Without permis­
sion of the municipal officers, he shall be punished as provided 
in section twenty. 

Selectmen to SEC. 23. The municipal officers of every seaport town re-
furnish sig-
nals. quiring vessels to perform quarantine shall provide, at the expense 

of such town, a suitable number of red flags at least three yards 
in length; and the master .of every vessel ordered to perform 
quarantine shall cause one of them to be continually kept, during 
the term thereof, at the head of the mainmast of his vessel; and 
no person shall go on board such vessel during said term nnless 

:e~~~~~t~~i~i~! by permission of said officers; if he does, he shall be thereafter 
iog >essels at held liable to the same regulations and restrictions as those be­
ft~a~~,n~~~t longing' to said vessel; and shall there be detained by force, if 
§ 21, 25. necessary, nntil duly discharged by said officers. 
H~alth com- SEC. 24. In every seaport town where there is a health com-
mittee may eX-'t ffi h . fi 11 th d t' d . II ercise authori- llll tee or 0 cer, e may per orm a e u les an exerCIse a 
ty of selec~- the authority of the municipal officers in requirino• vessels to 
men, relating. 0 

to qlUlrantine. perform quarantrne. 
r26~·,C.21, SEC. 25. All expenses incmred on account of any person, 
Quarantine vessel, or goods, nnder quarantine regulations, shall be paid by 
e"l'dnses, how him, or the owner of the vessel, or goods, as the case may be. 
t~' s., c.21, SEC. 26. A town may establish therein one or more hospitals 
§ 27. • for the reception of persons having the small pox or other dis-
!o~~~;~tshe1. ease dangerous to the public health; or its mnnicipal officers 
Restrictions as may license any building therein as a hospital, to be under the 
to location. eontrol of said officers; but no such hospital shall be within one 
r2~'29: 21, hnndred rods of an inhabited dwellinghouse in an adjoining 

town without the consent of its municipal officers. 
Res.triction~ SEC. 27. If any person inoculates himself or any other per-
on maculatIOn .. .I'/.' h' lf t b' ul t d 'th th II 1 ~ mth the small son, or sWlers lffise 0 e lnoc a e WI e sma pox, nn es:; 
pox. at some lawful hospital, he shall forfeit not exceeding one hun-
R. S., c. 21, dr d d II '" h.l'l' § 30. e 0 aI's ~or eac OllenCe. 
Physicians and SEC. 28. When a hospital is so established or licensed" the 
ot!Ie~s liable to physician the persons moculated or sick therein the nurses 
hospital re""u-. , , , ' 
lations. 0 attendants, and all persons who come within its limits, and all 
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furniture or other articles used or brought there, shall be subject CHAP. 14. 
to the regulations made by the municipal officers. 

SEC. 29. When the small pox or any other disease dangerous Hos~italstobe 
to the public health breaks out in a town, the municipal officers b~~~~~~ ~~t 
shall immediately provide such hospital or place of reception o! infectious 

. k d' . d b t.!' h d dIseases' re~-for the SIC an mfected, as they JU ge es .lor t e accommo a- ulations.' " 

tion and safety of the inhabitants; and such hospitals and places R. S., c.21, 
shall be subject to their regulations the same as established hos- § 32. 

pitals; and they shall cause such sick and infected to be removed 
thereto, unless their condition will not admit of it without im-
minent danger; in that case, the house or place where the sick 
is, shall be deemed a hospital for every purpose aforesaid; and 
all persons residing in or in any way concerned with it shall be 
subject to hospital regulations. 

SEC. 30. When any disease dangerous to the public health Precautions to 
.. h" I ffi h II ll' 'bl pre,ent the ensts m a toWil, t e mUlllCIpa 0 cers s a use a POSSI e care spread of such 

to prevent its spread and to give public notice of infected places diseas~s. __ . 

to travelers, by displaying red flags at proper distances, and by~. ~~~~.e2i;)D. 
all other means most effectual, in their judgment, for the common § 33. 

safety. 
SEC. 31. If any physician or, other person in such hospitals Pen!,ltyfor oi-

l f . din '.!- d olatIOn of hos-or paces 0 receptIOn, atten g, approacllillg, or concerne pital regula-

therewith, violates any lawful regulation in relation thereto, with tions bYb, per-

him If hi th ' h h II .!' .!'. sons su Ject respect to se or s or ano er s property, e s a .lor.l81t thereto. 

not less than ten, nor more than one hundred dollars, for each R. S., c. 21, 
offence. § 34. 

• • Householders 
SEC. 32. When a householder or phYSICIan knows that a per- and .physic!uns 

son under his care is taken sick of any such disease he shall to ~lye n?ttce , of mfectious 
immediately give notice thereof to the municipal officers of the dis~ases under 

town where such person is; and if he neglects it he shall for- ~~s.,c:~2i, 
feit not less than ten, nor more than thirty dollars. § 35. 

SEC. 33. .All forfeitures mentioned in the precedinO' sections Forfeirure, 
'" , how recoyered 

except otherwise provided, shall inure to the use of the town and appropri-

where the offence is committed. Ii~t c. 21, 
SEC. 34. A town may choose a board of health of not less § 36. 

than three nor more than nine persons, who shall have aU the ;;;~~ ~~~ard 
powers, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions, liabilities, of health; their 

and penalties of the municipal officers, and health committee or B~;.ers and du-

officer. R. S., c.21, 

. SEC. 35. A town may provide for the inoculation of its in- ~37.. ti . h dir . ,accma on 
habitants mth the cow pox, under t e ection and control of may be at the 

the health committee, health officer, or board of health; and raise ~~~S!:J' 
all necessary sums to defray the expense thereof, or such part plantations. 

th think R. S., c. 21, as . ey may proper. . § 39. 

SEC. 36. Towns may establish by-laws for the preservation By-lam; 'Pay 
of health and for protection aO'ainst infectious diseases. be _<.:stabhshC'~. 
'''' 18;);), c. H9, §_. 
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