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APPENDIX.

An act for 'the admission of the State of Maine into the Union,

Whereas, by an act of the state of Massachuseits, passed on the nineteenth day of June,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, entitled *an act relating: to the sep-
-aration of the District of Maine from Massachusetts proper, and forming the same into a
separate and independent state,” the people of that part of Massachusetts, heretofore known as
the District of Maine,; did, with the consent of the legislature of said state of Massachusetts,
form themselves into an mdependent state, and did_ establish a constitution for the govern-
ment of the same, agreeably to the provisions of said act, therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repr esentatives of the Uniled Staies of America in
Congréss assembled, That, from and afier-the fifteentlr day of March, in the year-oné thou-
sand eight hundred and twenty, the state of Maine is hereby declared to be one of the
Uhnited States of America, and admitted into the Umon on an equal footing with the orwmal
states, 111 aIl respecl's whatever.

- [AI’PBOVED .MARCH 3, 1820]

Selectzons and ezlracis Jrom unrt‘pealed and unreviséd laws af Massaclmsetls and Bfame, repubhslxed in
x t}ns volume, for more com:enwnt rqfez enice.
[+ IS -

'

‘Anaet re]atmg to the sepmhon of the district of M:une from Massachusetfs proper, and forming the
. same into,a separate a.mlmdependent state.

Note The preamble and sec[zon, one, may be faund reated in thefi f ifih section of Arlicle X, of the consh-
tqttwn of .Zl[ame See page 3

Sgor. 2 Beit Sfurther enacted, That the inhabitants of the several towns, districts and
planhtlons, in the district of Mame, qualified to vote for governor or senators, shall assemble
in regular meeting, to be notified by warrants of the propeér. officers, on the fourth Monday
of. .Tuly next, and shall in open meeting, give in their votes, on this question: *Is it expedi-
ent, that the "district of Maine. shall become a separate and independent state, upon the terms
and conditions, provided in an act, eatitled, “an act relating to the separation of the District
of Maine from Massachusetts proper, and formmﬂ' the same into a separate and independent
state? - And the selectmen of the towns gnd dlstrlcts, and the assessors of the plantations,
shall,’in open meeting, receive, sort, count and. déclare, and the clerks thereof, respectively,

: shall record the votes glven for-and against the measure ; and the said selectmen, assessors
and. clerks, respectively, shall make ont an exact return thereof under their hands, and shall
seal up and transmit the saime to the.office of the secretary of thls Commonwealth, on or before
the fourth Monday of August next. And all returns, uot then made, shall be relected in the
counting; and the governorand council shall.open and examine the said returns, made as afore-
said, and shall count the votes given on the said question: And the governor shall, by public
proclamatlon. to be made as soon as the state of the votes can be ascertained, after the said
fourth Monday . of August next, make known the result, by declaring the number of votes
appearing in favor of the separation of said District, as aforesaid, and thé number of votes ap-
pearing against it. = And, if the nmnber of votes for the measure shall exceed the number of
votes atramst it by ﬁfteen ‘hundred, then, and not otherwise, the people-of said District shall be
deemed to have expressed their consent and agreement, that the said District shall hecome a
separate and independent state, upon the terms.and conditions above stated ; and, in case of
such. majority, the governor, in his said proclamatlon, shall call upon the people of sald District
to choose delegates to,nieet in convertion. for the purposes, and. in the manner hereinafier
prov1ded and in addition to publish sajd proclamation, .in one or more of the public newspa-
pers. prmted in Boston, and in the, District-of Maine, copies of the same, duly authenticated,
shall, as soon as can conveniently be dohe, after the making of the same, be transmitted to

“the office of, the clerks of the courts.of common: pleas, in the several counties of the District
of Maiae, for public examination; and one-such copy, at least, shall be transmitted to the

- convention of delegates hereinafter mentioned, when said conventlon shall be formed.
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Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That, if it shall be declared by said proclamation, that the -
said majority of fifteeri hundred votes.appeared by-the said returns to be in favor of the separa-
tion of the said District, as aforesaid, the-inhabitants of the several towns and districts, now
entitled to send.one or more representatives to the General Coiirt, and all other incorporated
towns, shall, on the third Monday of September next, assemble in town meeting, to be noti-
fied by warrant of the selectmer, and shall elect one or more delegates, not exceeding the
number of representatives which such town is now entitled to, each town, however, to be at
liberty to elect at least one, to meet delegates from other towns within the said District, in .
convention, for the purpose of forming a constitution' or frame of government, for the said
District. And, at such meeting of .the said inhabitants, every person qualified to vote for-
senators, shall have a right to vote in the choice of delegates.  And-the selectmen.shall pre-
side at such meeting, and shall, in open meeting, receive, sort, count and declare the votes,
and the clerk shall make a record thereof, in-presence of the selectmen, and in open megting.
And fair copies of the said record shall be attested by the selectmen .and town clerk, and
one such copy shall be delivered by tbe selectmen to each of the persons,-duly elected a
delegate. - ‘ ) ' Lo

Secr. 4. Be it further enacted, That the persons, so elected delegates, shall meet in-con-.
vention, at the court house in Portland in the county of Cumberland, on the second Mon-
day of October next, and they shall be the judges of the returns and elections of their own
members, and may adjourn from time to time, and sixty of the persons elected shall ‘copstitute
a quorum for the transaction of business; and the said delegates shall, as soon as inay be,
proceed to organize themselves in convention; by choosing a president, and such other offi-
cers as they may judge expedient, and estahlishing proper rules of proceedings ; and it shall
be the duty of the said convention, to apply to the congress of the United States, for its
assent -to.be given, before the last day of January next, that the said District should be
admitted into the Union, as a separate and independent state. And it.shall also be the duty
of the said convention, to form a constitution, or frame of government, for said new state,
and to-determine the style and title of the-same; and such constitution, when adopted, .and.
ratified by the people of said District, in.the manner hereinafter- mentioned, shall, from and
after the fifteenth day of March; in the year of our Lord@one thousand eight hundred and
twenty, the consent of the congress of the United States then being first had as aforesaid,
he the constitution of said new state. And the said convention shall, as socn as may be, .
after'having formed such constitution or frame of government, for such new state, cause the
same to be published, and sent to the several towns, districts and plantations, within the said
District of Maine ; and there shall be a meeting of the inhabitants, in each of said towns,
districts and plantations, to be called and warned by the selectmen and assessors, respectively;
in due course of law, and, on_the day named by said convention ; at which meeting every
male inhabitant, having the personal qualifications, herein declared requisite in the-election
of delegates to said convention, shall have a right to votey and the people,so assembléd,
shall give in their votes in wiiting, expressing their approbation or disapprobation of the.
constitution, so prepared and proposed by said convention. And- the selectmen of the sey-"
eral towns, and the assessors of the several districts’and plantations, respectively, shdll-pre-
side at such meetings, and shall receive the votes of all the inhabifants duly qualified as
aforesaid, and shall sort and count them in open meeting of the town; district-or plantation;
and the same shall be, then and there; recorded in the books of the town, district or planta-
tion; and = fair copy of such record shall be attested by the selectmen or asséssors, and the
clerk of ‘the town, district of plantation) réspectively, and shall-be, by-the said selectmen or
assessors, transmitted and delivered to the said convention, or to the president thereof for the
time being, or to any committee appointed to receive the same, on.or before the first day of
January nextj on which‘day, or within ten days thereafter, the said convention sball be in
session, and sball receive and count all the votes returned, and declare and publish the result; -
and, if a majority of the votes so returned shall be in favor of the constitution proposed; as
aforesaid, the said constitution shall go into operation, according to its'awn provisions'; oth-
erwise the constitution of Massachusetts, with the addition of the terms and conditions herein
provided, shall be, and'be considered as tbe constitution of the said proposed state, in-mari-
ner as hereafter provided. "And, to the end that no’ period of anarchy may happen to- the
people of said proposed state, in case a new constitution shall not be so adopted 'and ratified
by the people of said District of Maine, the present constitution of the Commorwealth of
Massachusetts, shall, with the terms and-conditions aforesaid, and with the exeeption herein-
after made, be provisionally the constitution or frame of government, for said District} except
only such parts of said constitution of Massachusetts, as relate to the style or title'of said
state, or may be otherwise inconsistent with, or repugnant to tbe situation and condition of
said new state ; and except, that the peopleé of sald District sball choose’ in their senatorial
districts, as now established, three times the number of senators now allowed them,and that .
the legislature shall choose such a number of counsellors, not exceeding nine, as they shall
determine to be proper. ~And the said convention shall designate the place for the first meet-
ing of the legislature of said new state, and for the organization of its government, and sball
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-appoint a secretary pro tempore, for said new state ; and the said convention shall regulate the
pay of its members; and the person, authorized by said convention, may draw upon the
treasury of the Commonwealth for the amount of the pay roll, not, however, to exceed the
amount of the money paid into the treasury by the several banks within said District, for the
tax upon the same, due and payable on the first Monday of October next; and-the sum or -
sums, so drawn for and paid ont of the treasury, shall be a charge upon the new state in the

division-of the property, provided for in the fourth article of the terms and conditions, stated

in the first section of this act. o :

SecT. 5. Be'it further enacled, That until a governor of the proposed state shall be chosen
and qualified according to the constitation, which may be in operation in said sthte, the per--
sor, last chosen president of the said convention, shall; from and after the fifieenth day of
March nexst, have all the power of the governor and council under-the constitution.of Massa-
chusetts, until a new governor shall be cliosen and qualified in the said proposed state ;
excepting only, that the said president shall not have the power to remove from office any offi-
cer, who. may-be duly-qualified, and executing’the duties of his office, according to the intent
and meaning of this act. . . Lo .

And, in order that there may be no.failure of justice, and that no, danger may arise to the
people of the said District of Maine, after the fifteenth day of March next, and before the
government of the said state shall be fully organized ; therefore, =, . . .

Sect. 6 Be it further enacted, That all the laws. which shall be in force within said Dis-
trict of. Maine, upon the said fifteenth day of March next, shall still remain and be in force,
within the said proposed state, until altered or repealed by the government thereof, such parts
only excepted, as may be inconsistent with the sitnation and condition. of -said new state, or
repugnant to.the constitution thereof. .And all officers, who shall, on the said fifteenth day
of March next, hold commissions, or exercise any authority within the said District of Maine,
under the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or by virtue of the laws thereof, excepting: only
the governor, lieutenant governor and council, the members of the legislature, ‘and the jus-
tices of .the supreme judicial court of the said Commonwealth of .Massachusetts, shall con-
tinue to have, hold, use, exercise and enjoy -all the powers and aathority to thet respectively
granted or committed, until othér persons .shall be appointed in their stead, or until their res-
pective offices shall be annulled by the goveinment of said proposed state. And all courts
of law, whatsoever, within the said proposed. state, excepting only the supreme judicial court,
shall procecd to-hear and -determiné all causes, matters and things, which are or may be
commenced or depending hefore them, respectively, upon the said fifteenth day of March
next, or at any time afterwards, and before the: government of the said proposed state shall
establish new courts within the same ; and shall continue, from and after the sajd fifteenth
day of March, next, to exercise.the like power and authority, and in like manner as they
now by law may do, until such new courts shall be so established in their stead.. L

SecT. 7. Be it further enacted, ‘That'all actions, suits and causes, civil and criminal, and
all matters and things whatsoever, that shall, on the said fifteenth- day of March next, be in
any manner depending in the supreme judicial court of the sajd Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, then last holden within: any county in the said District of Maine, and all .writs,
recognizances and other processes whatsoever, that may be then returnable to the said
supreme judicial court, shall bé respectively transferred, and returned to, have day in, and be
heard, tried and determined in the highest court of law, that shall be established in-the said
new state, by the government thereof, and at the first term of such court, that shall he held
within the county in which such action, writ, process, or other matter or thing, mdy be so
pending or returnable. And, in all cases of appeals from any circuit court of common pleas,
or probate or other court, which shall be nade after the said fifteenth day of March next, in
any action, cause, or suit. whatsoever, and which would by law be made to the said supreme
judicial court thereof, it shall be sufficient for the appeliant to claim an appeal, without nam-~
ing or desigpating the court appealed to; and such appeal shall be entered at the supreme
or superior judicial court, or highest court of law, to be established by the government of the
said new state, which shall first thereafter be held within or for the county in which such
action, cause or suit may be pending, and shall . there  be heard, tried and determined,
according to'law. i . . o

Provided howeber, That nothing contained in this section shall be understood or construed
to control, in any degree, the right of the people of the said new state, or the government
thereof, to establish judicial courts, in such manner, and with such authority as they shall
sée fit; nor to prevent the said people or their government from making any other provisions,
pursaant to their constitution, and not repugnant to the terms and-conditions above set forth,
respecting all the said actions, suits, processes, matters and things, herein above mentioned,
as they.shall think most proper, to prevent the discontinnance thereof, and to avoid any delay
or failure of justice. ' BT :

. [Passep Jowe 19, 1819.]
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