
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



Of --------~-------

THE 

REVISED STATUTES 

OF THE 

S'TATE OF MAINE, 

PASSED OCTOBER 22,1840; 

TO WHICH ARE PREFIXED 

TH'E CONSTITUT10NS 

OF THE 

AND TO WHIOH ARE SUBJOINED THE OTHER 

PUBLIC LAWS OF 1840 AND 1841, 

WITH AN 

APPENDIX. 

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED IN COMPLIAl'l'CE WITH A RESOLVE OF OCTOBER 22,1840. 

, ~ugusta: 
PUBLISHED BY WILLiAM R. SMITH & Co., PRINTERS 1'0 THE S'fATE, 

1841. 



[ 
I 

t 

t 

\ 
r 
I 

I 
\ 
i 

310 
CHA..P.66. 

'l'owris to. elect
surveyors of" 
boards, &c. 
1821, 153, § 1. 

LUMBEll. 

B. How shingles shall be split or 
smved,Und packed. 

9. To·be : surveyed, ,measured and 
branded ~nder forfeiture. 

.10. Forfeiture of deficient bundles, 

. , packed as No.!., 
11: Dimensions and, quality ,of Clap-' 

boards. 
12. Also ofstaves. 
]3 .. ' Staves, how enumerated: 
14. Dimensions and qUilitj of hogs

liead hoops. 

[TI:rLE IV. 

logs: .. ' . _ ~ .. 

29. Their duties; 

SEC'rIClNJ.'Every to,;n a~d }Jlantiition, atits ~nnual m~eting, 
shall elect one or more suitable persons, to be smveyois and meas-: 
Ufers of boards, plank, timber, and slit 'work; ,v~o shall be duly 
sworn . 

• Boards; plank, : S~CT. 2. All boards, plank, timber, and slii~v(;rk, offered for 
~~::k~oa~~ ~~~_ sale, shall; previously)o deEvery;besurveyed 'by one ()f the said 
yeyed, before surveyors, and, ifhe~haveany doubt of itsdimerisibns, measured by 
~:~vge~~~~ and him., he having due consideration for the drying arid shl;inkllg there:' 
182],158, §'1. ,of; and such surveyor shallinark, on all such, their just' contents,. 

, ' making reasonable allcl\vaIicefor rots, knots and' splits. :', . . 
What de scrip- SECT; 3. No pine boai'ds, except sheathing ,boards, sball be' 
~i~!d;E:~; be shipped for exportation beyond the UriitedStates, but such as ai'e 
exported be- square edged, and not less than' seven eighths of an inch in thick..; 
~dngt!~:s,Unit- ness, and not less thim ten feet irilength, on pain of being forfeited, 
1821,158, § 2. to ,the, use of the town where'shipped.. " 
Allowance for' SECT. 4. In the surveys mentioned in tbefwopteceding sections,. 
~h~t:l~~ a proper allowance" shall be nuide for drymg and shrinking. of pine' 
1821,158, § 2. boards, and such as shall be fhree fourths of an inch in thickness, 

Towns to elect 
surveyors of 
shingles, clap
boards, staves 
and hoops, 
]821,158, § 1. 

when fully seasoned, and in the saine proportion; when partly sea-
soned, shall be considered merchantable. ' ' , 

SECT. 5. Every to"in and plantatiop, at'its annual meeting, shall 
also elect one or more persons, to be surveyors of shingles, clap
boards, staves and hoops, who shall be duly, sworn. 

SECT. 6. All shingles, packed for exportation beyond the state, 



TITLE IV.] LUl\iBER. 

shall be sixteen inches ,long, and free, from shakes and worm holes, CH~P; 66: 
and at least three eighths of an ipch thick' at the but end,whcn DimensiQnsand 

green, and if of pine, fi·ee from sap. They shall he four inches qhu.ality] of No. I 

I 
. " . - . s mg es. 

wide on an average, and -not ess than three l11ches wIde In' any part, 1821, I~8, ~ 3. , 

_ and' shall hold their ,,;idth; three fourths of the way to the thinen<;l, I32'l; 2DO, ~ 1. -

and he well shaved or sawed., -Such shall-be denominated, No.1. 
SECT. 7. Shingles, inte~ded for sale in' any place within: this Nos.2:,nd.3. ' 

·f f· fi . - 'I· 'f I d·· h h d ·b d 1824 250 \) I" state, ,1 0 'm enor qua Ity- or 6 ess lmenslOns, t an t ,ose escn e ,',. ., 
in the preceding section, may lie ~ui·veyed arid classed accordin-gly, 
under the_dimominations,of, lVo. 2; and, No.3. " 

SECT. 8. All shingles shall be split o.r sawed crosswise the grain, How ~hillgI.es 
~l1d ~ach }JUndle shall eontain t\\'o hund~·ed and fifty shingles; and; ~~:'t~~,eaiJ't,or 
If boundmsquare bundles, shall, contam twenty five courses, and packed: 
nieasure'twenty two inches:and a half at the lay.' 1821,.1,,8, § 3. 

SECT. 9. All shingles,before they are offered for sale; shall be Tobesurveyed, 

surveyed and measured, by a 'sworn surveyor of any to\vn in the ~~~~~3dll~d~r 
county; where made, arid the 'quality designated upon the hobp ,or forfeitu:e. 

band of the :hundle; ,and all shingles thus offered for sale, before 1821,158, §S. ' 
being surveyed; measured or branded as aforesaid,-unless the parties 
shalI-otherwise agree, shall be forfeited to the use of the town, 
where the ofience shall be committed.. ' ,_ 

SECT. 10. 'In all cases bf shingles, packed to be surveyed as F~rf~iture of 

No~ 1, and for the pUI'pose df exporta~ion, if, in. any. one bundle, ~1!~'~~~k~~Il;;" 
, there shall he found as many as five shmgles defiCient m the 'proper NQ.1. • 

d·' d' b 1 -- h .1.. d d fifi 1821 I"S 6 3 ImenslOns, soun ness, or num er, to rna {e up two unw·e an ty "'.. 
merchantable shingles, the whole bundle sha11be forfeited to the use 
of the town, where exhibited. 

SECT. 11. All clapboards, exposed to sale, or packed foi· expor.:. Dimensi?n •. 

tation, shall be made of good, sound timber; free from shakes and u1nd bqualdlty 01 
.. .. ' _ e ap Oar s. 

worm holes, and If of pme, cleat· of sap; and-they sh.allbe at least 1821,158, § 3. 

five eighths of an inclrthick, 'on the back or thickest part;five 
inclles wide, and four feet, six inches long, and straight and well ' 
shaved 'or sawed.' ' , 

, SECT. 12; Staves, packed for sale 01; exportation, shall he well AI;oo~ stayes. 

and praportionably split andofth_e following dimensions, viz: 1821, 1,,8, ~ 3. 

White oak butt staves, ~i least five feet in length, five inches 
wide, and one inch ami:. a quarter thick on theheal't or thinnest edge, 
and every part thereof;, ., . , 

-White oak pipe staves, shall be at leastfour feefand eight inches, 
in length, four inches broad, in the riarro:west part, and not less than 
three quarters of an inch thick, on tpe heart or thinnest edge; 

. White or red oak hogshead staves shaU he at least forty tW-o 
inches long, and not less than half an inch thick, on the least-or 
thinnest edge; ,'_ " ' 

White or i'ed oak barrel staves, fora market out of the United -
States, shall be thirty two inches long ;if for llse, within the United 
States, thirty inches long; and in either case, half an inch thick' on 
the heart or thinnest edge; 

All white or redmik hogshead or barrel staves shall be, at least, 
one with another, four inches in breadth; and no one less than three 
inclies in breadth in the natTO\vest part; ,and, those of the breadth 
last mentioned shaH be clear of sap. 



312 
CHAP. 66. 

Staves, how e-
o numerated. 

18:28, 4D±, § 2. 
Dimensions 
and quality of 
hogshead 
hoops. 
1821, 1511, 93. 
H6iv p~cked 
and enumerat
ed. 
1321, 158, § 3. 
1828, '104, § 2. 

LUMBER. [TITLE IV; 

SECT. 13. ' Two staves shall be sold" as one cast ; fifty Cll.sts; one 
hundred s'taves ;and,ten'huridred, one'thousand, ' ,,' ," 

SECT, 14. All hogshead hoops,!=Jxposed for sale,orpackedJ'Ol: 
exportation, shall be from ten to thirteen feet in length, andofwhit,t3 
mik or walnut, 'and of good and sufficient substilllce,. well shaved ; 
if of oak, atleast one inch broad,and; if of walnut, three quarters 
of an inch at the least end. ' 

SECT: ,15. Alllioop~of ten, twelve and tlll~teen Jeet,'respec,,: 
tively,'shaJl b~ made up indistinct' bundles by themselves ; each 
bundle shall consist of twenty five hoops; foUl~ bUlidles~ making:-qne 
hundred,. and. ten hundred;, one, thousand.' ,:-

Forfeitur'; of SECT. 16. ' Everybundle of hoops; packed, for salear expoFta.,. 
~i':s~ie'ut hun~ tion, found, to be deficient in the number, oi- dirnensiolJs, orits eOll-, 

1321, 15S, § 3, tents, shall be forfeited to the use,of the town, where'exhibitt3d.c ' 
Boards,&c, to SECT.n; No boatds" clapboards, nOl-shingles, spall be deliv.,. 
hesurv,:yedhe- ered on sale, nor shipped 'for exportation, until duly surveyed by 
fore deh very ou f"" 'Ii . -d' .' hI' - , 
sa!e, or being oneo the proper surveyors a oreSal ,- m, t e towII or p antatl6n, 
i~ili'~3 61 4. where sold oi-shipped, nor until such surveyors shalL have given ,a 

, ,., certificate of, the number, 'quality and quantity thereof. , 
Viewers and SECT. lB. III every 'to:wu, being a port of delivery, and,where 
cullers ofsfives , 'h ' "all'b' 11 1 ' and hoops. staves and oops are usually exported, there sh ' ' e annua y. c 10sen, 
1821,158, § 1. in addition to ·theofficers before named, two or more, suitabTe per-. 

sons" to be viewers and cullers of stayes and hoops, who shall' be 
duly sworn. . 

Of the survey of SECT, 19. ,All staves and hoops;, before being 'shipped to any 
~~a:;:. and place beyond the 'United States, shall be firstvie\ved, culled and 
1821,158,94. surveyed, by one of the officers mentioned in thepreceping: section, 

arid a proper certificate thereof, given l!J him to the mastp.l' of the 
vessel, in which the saJUemay be shipped ; and the bundles: shall 

. be stamped, with the brand~ of ' the to\Vll whence exported •. 
Forfeitu~e on SECT. 20. ' " Any person, selling and delivering any boards, plank, 
~fiu%b~~P:~ut timber 01; slit work, '01' any clapboards, 'shingles, staves or hoops; or 
surveyed. ship' pin!r off or attempting: to ship off, any o"f suclLal'ticles,' bef6re 
18q l 1'8 64 6 ,0 ~ .', ' 

-, " ,. ',' they are surveyed, measured,vi!'lwedorculled"as:- the casemll.Y 
require, shall forfeit ,nvo'dollars; a thousand, to- be reckoned by
qU;lllfity or tale~ as such articles maybe usually sold; one half ~o 
the town, where the-offence 'shall have been committed; and, the 
other half to the prosecutor. . _ ., . , 

Surveyor's cer- SECT. 21. The master or; owner of, any vessel,having any· of 
tificate to be the lumber cll'otlwr artiCles, inentioned in the ,preceding' sectio, n, on, produced be-
fore clearance. board for exportation as aforesaid, shall, before 'tlle vessel shall. be 
~~~1ss.ffida_ cleared' at the custom house,produce to tllecollector a ·certificate 
vito from the proper officer, that_ the same -have been duly surveyed, 
1821,158, § 5. measured, viewed or culled; as the case . may require; and such 

master ot owner. shall; like\V1Se, make 'oath ,before the, collectoi:-; or 
any justiceqf the peace; whosece11ificate' shall be-returned to. the 
collector, that the articles, so shipped for e:s:portation, are the same 
articles thus surveyed, measui'ed, Vie"red or culled, . that he has no 
others on board of the like description, and that he, shall not take 

Forfeiture for 
neglect. 
1821, 158, ~ 7. 
1824, 250, § 2. 

any 6t11ers. 
SECT. 22. In additiQn to thepenalty, mentioned in thetwenti;

eth section, whenever it shall app~ar, that any of the articles enu-

·1 



TITLE IV.] LUMBER. 313 
merated in said section shall have been exported beyond the limits CHAP. 66. 
of the United States, contrary to the provisions of this chapter, in 
any vessel, the master or owner of such vessel' shall, for the first 
offence, forfeit two hundred dollars, to the use of the town 01' plan-
tation, whence the same were exported. 

SECT. 23. ,If, after conviction and the recovery of the penalty, For second of-
, d' h d' , 'h h II b fence yesse! al-mentlOne III t e prece mg sectlOn, suc master or, owner s a e so forfeited, 

guilty aaain of exporting any such articles in the same vessd, con- 1S'-21 , 15S, ~ 7. 
o h' , , f h' h . h 1'1 1 1 II b ,13:l4 250 ~ 2. traryto t e proVlslOns 0 ,t IS C apter, tel (e pena ty s la ' e agam ' , 

incurred, and the vessel, if found in tlns state, shall be 'forfeited to 
the u~e of the town or plantation,where such,subsequent offence 
,may have been committed. 

SECT; 24. If any person, duly elected a surveyor, measurer, 
viewer or culler of any of said articles under the provisions of this 
chapter, shall neglect or refuse to take the oath of his office, and to 
serve therein, he .shall forfeit three dollars to the use of the town, 
and another person shall be elected to his place, who'se duty it shall 
be to.take the oath and serve, as aforesaid, under, the lilre penalty; 
and the like proceedings may be had, until the office shall be filled. 

Provision, in 
case surveyor 1 

&c. on elec
tion, refuse the 
oath of ollice. 
1821, 158, ~ 9. 

SECT; 25., If any sueh officer, ~uly qualified, shall unnecessarily Penalty for 

refuse or neglect to attend to the duties of his office, whell requested, n~1!ect .of olli

he shall forfeit three dollars, for each offe~ce, to the u~e of the town, ~~~l?~~~,s~ 10. 

by which he was appointed. . 
SECT. 26. If he shall connive at, or willingly allow, any breach For ~ra.ud or 

f 1 ' , f till h 'h 'f h I II connIvance. o t 1e p1'OvlslOns 0 S c apter, m anot er person, or I e s la 1321,158, § 10. 

be guilty of any other fraud or deceit in the exercise of his offi<,::e, 
he sh?-ll forfeit thirty; dollars, to the use of s!lch town. 

SECT. 27. All pecuniary penalties mentioned in tbis chapter Recov~ry of 

b d b ' d' b" I' f ' b b' penaltws and may e recovere y m lctment, or y ,compamt 0 'anym a ltaIJt forfeitures. 

of the tow.n, interested therein; ot by an action of debt, brought by 
th"e treasurer of suchtoWTI ; and all otber forfeitures shall be pros-
ecuted 'for" andi'ecovered,by a libd filed by a,ny iI;lhabitant of such 

'town, or the treasurer thereof, under the p~'ovisions of chapteL', one 
hundred and thirty two. 

SECT. 28. The selectmen of any town, or the assessors of any Ofsur:.eyors 

plantation, m~y, if they deem it necessary, annually appoillt any ~to~s~a::urers 
nun)ber of suitable persons, not exceeding seven, to be surveyors 1329,4.17, 9 1. 

and measurers of logs, who shall be sworn., ~, 
SECT. 29 .. Any such suryeyor and measurer may mspect a,nd Their duti,:s. 

survey, and measure all mill logs floated or brought to market, or 13~9,.{47, 9 1. 

offereil .for sale, in tbeir respective towns or plantations, lind diviqe 
them illto sev~'al classes or denominations, 'corresponding 'to th~ 
different'qual~ty of boards and other sawed hl!Ilber, which' may be 
manufactured fron;L them; and they shall give certificates ,under 
their hands, of the quantity and quality thereof, to' the person, at 
whose request the same sha)l be so measured and surveyed. 
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