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TITLE IIL] PARISHES.

© CHAPTER 18,
QF PARISHES‘ AND. MINISTERIAL-LANDS.

SecT. 1. Mode of ca.lling' a meeting, to}SEcCT. 18. l\lembershlp oflocalp:u-lshes, not

173
Cuar. 18.

form a parish. . deriving funds from the state.
2. Organization: name: declared a} 19. When a parish is set off froma
parish. - town, the remamder to constltute
3.” Power to hold property, a.hd es- -~ the-first p:u'lsh .
. tablish by laws. A 20, 21, 22. Grants and donutlons to
4. Annual and other meetmﬂs offi-j. . . pious uses, how vested.
cers. 23, 24. Power to convey such lunds
" 5. Powers of moderator. " 25. Limitation, as” to amount’ of such
6. When ineetings may be called. - 'property. . B
7. How called, if assessors refuse. 26. Records of parishes, open to in-
8. For what purposes. parishes may spection.
_ raise money. = , . 21. Parishes may uppomt their treas-
9. How assessed on pews. urer, to collect taxes.
10. Payment enforced by sile of pews. 28. May authorize abatements’ for
"11. Owner ‘may direct, as to appro- - prompt payment.
: priation of his pew tax. .29. Assessors to give awarrant to such.
12.- Manner of admission to a p:msh - treasurer.
13. Membership of local parishes, _30. Qverseers  of monthly qua.ker
deriving funds from the state. meetings, to hold grszs as a cor-
14. How to withdraw from a parish. poration.’
15, Persons leaving poll parishes, lia-| - 31. To hold grants made to qua.rterly
" blefor moneys previously.raised.] - ° .  quakermeetings. .
16. No person compelled to belong to 32. Legislature may modify thesepow-
a parish. ers.
17. Territorial panshes, nof hereby
dissolved. h

~-Secrion 1. Any persons, of the age of twenty one years or
more, desirous.of becoming an incorporated parish or religious
society, may apply to a justice of the peace of the county, in which
a majority of them reside; who shall issue:his warrant  to. one of
them, directing him to notify ‘the other. applicants to meet at some
proper place, expressed in such warrant ; and he shall give notice
of such meeting; seven-days - at least, before holding the same, by
posting a notification- thereof on the outer door of the meeting
house, or place of public worship, of such society, if any there be,
otherwise at such place as the justice-may appoint. :

SzcT. 2. Such persons, so assembled, may. choose a clerk and
other needful parish officers ; and shall thereﬂpon become, and are
liereby . declared to be, a corporation and body politic ; and shall
bear such name, as they shall assume, and have all the POW’GIS inci-
dent to parishes and religious societies..

-Secr.-8.- Every parish shall have: power: to take, by glft or
pmchase, any real or personal estate, until the clear annual income
thereof shall amount to three thousand dollars; and, at pleasure,
to sell and dispose of the. same ; and may establish by.. laws, not
repugnant .to the laws of the state.

Secr. 4. The annual, or other meetings, of such- parlsh may
be called, by the assessors thereof, to be held at the time and place
in the town, Where they are usually held ; and they'shall beinotified
in the manner, prescribed in the first section of this chapget! or such
other manner, as may be agreed on by a vote of the parish ; and,

&

"Mode of calling

2 meeting, to
form a p:u-xsh.
1821, 135, § 1.

Organization =
name : declar-
ed a parish.
1821, 135, § 1.
21 Pick. 148.

Power to hold
property, and
establish by
Iaws.

1821, 135, § 2.

Annual and
other meetings :
officers.

1821, 135, § 3-
6 Greenl. 4438.
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Powers of mod-
erator,
1821, 135, § 4.

‘When meetings
may be called.
1821, 135, § 3.

How called, if
assessors re-
fuse.

1821, 135, § 5.

For what pur-
poses parishes
may raise mon-

ey.
1821, 135, § 6.
1 Mass. 181.
3 Mass. 419.

6 Greenl. 171.-
8 Pick. 494.
How assessed
on pews.
1821, 135, § 6.

Payment en-
forced by sale
of pews.

1821, 135, § 6. .

PARISHES. [TITLE Ii.

being so assembled, the members may choose a clerk, who shall be

sworn 10 the faithful discharge of the duties of his ofﬁce, and also
two or more assessors, a collector, treasurer, standing comrmttee,
and any other needful officers.

The assessors shall manage the prudentlal concerns of the pzmsh
where no other persons are appointed for that purpose, and shall be
duly sworn. . . .

Sger. 5. - The moderator of any meeting . shall have power to
preserve order, and manage the business, and may adrmmster the
oath of office to the clerk and the aSSessoIs. = - .

Sect. 6. When five members of any parish shall, “in Wntmg,
request the assessors to call a meeting, or insert any partrcular arti-
cle in the warrant for calling a parish meetmg, it shall be theu duty
so to do. : -

Secr. 7. When assessors unreasonably 1efuse to call a meeting
of the parish, or insert an article requested, as stated in the preced-
ing section, any justice of the peace in' the county, 'on the written
apphcatlon of -five or more members thereof, may issue his warrant
to one of the apphcants, who shall notify such meeting, in the man-
ner prescribed in the first section, or the manner - agleed on by vote,
if any such exists.

Secr. 8. - Every pansh may, at a lecral meeting, vote and glant
such sums of money, as may be necessary, for. the support of the
public ministry of religion, and for building, repaiting or removing
houses of public worship, and other necessary parish charges’; and
such sums may be assessed and collected by the same 1ules, as
state taxes.

Secr. 9. - Where any house of worship belongs to the members
of the pansh, or where the same and the fee of the land, on which
it stands, is vested in trustees, for the use of- a parish, such parish
may, it ‘they see cause, assess any moneys voted as aforesaid,
wholly, or in- part, on the pews.or seats of-individual owners,
whether members of such parish or religious society, or not ; and
they may be present and ‘vote in grantmn' all sums to be assessed
on-such pews or seats.. . - o

Sect. 10. When taxes; so assessed on pews and seats, shall
remain unpaid, for six months ‘after the-assessment thereof, the
treasurer shall sell- the same-at auction, first posting: notice of such

- intended -sale at the. principal outer door of :such house of worship,

Owner may di-
rect, as to ap-
ropriation of
Eis pew tax,
1821, 135, § 7.

three weeks before the time of sale, stating the numbers, if any, of
the pews or seats, and the amount of the tax due on each; and
shall execute and deliver to.the purchaser of any pew or seat, a
deed thereof ; paying over to the owner the overplus, if any, of the
money arising from -the sale, after deductmg the amount-of tax and
the incidental charges.. '

Sect. 11. Al monéys pa1d by an)r person, for the support of
public worship, by a tax on any pew or seat,  as above mentioned;
shall be paid.over to such teacher of his'own religious sect; as he
may designate, he leaving a written notice of such desrgnatlon with'
the clerk of such parish, on or before the annual ffeeting, unless

- sach owner shall use such pew or seat, himself, or by his family, or

other person occupying it under him ; and it shall be sufficiesit; that

E
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such teacher be ordained or qualiﬁed, according to the usages of his
particular sect or communion.

Sect. 12. - Any person may become a- member of any pa_ush
or religious society, now existing, or hereafter created, by being
accepted, as such, by the parish, of which he W]shes to become a
member, at a legal meeting of the same.

Secr. 18.  Any person armiving to the age of twenty one years,
and residing within the - limits of any local ‘parish holding funds,
derived from the state, or the -commonwealth of Massachusetts, or
removing into such -parish after being of age, shall be deemed a
member thereof, until he voluntarily dissolves the connexion.

Sect. 14. Any person may dissolve his connexion’ with'a par-

ish or religious society, by leaving, with the clerk thereof, a certificate |

of his intention so to do ; and he shall thereby cease to be a mem-
ber of the society, with whose cletk it is left, or liable to pay any
part of any future expenses which may be mcurred by such pansh
or society.

Secr. 15. Every person ceasmg to b‘e- a member of any-pansh
except by removal from the limnits of a local parish, shall be Liable
to be taxed for all moneys raised by such pmlsh bef01e he ceased to
be a member of it.

Secr. 16. No person shall be compelled tojoin, or be classed
with, any-religious society or parish, without his consent. - -

Secr. 17. No territorial parlsh shall be dissolved by the prows—

-lons of this chapter. .

‘Sect. 18. Any person becoming of age, oOr monng into the
limits of any local-parish, not denvmg funds from the state, may
become a member thereof, by giving notice, in writing, to the clerk
thereof] of his intention so to do, within one year after his becommu
of age, or removal thereto, as the case may be.

Secr. 19.  When one or more parishes shall be set off from a
town, or.incorporated, within its limits, in the manner prescrlbed In
this chapter, the remaining part of ‘the town sha]l constitute the first
parish. - - . -

Secr. 20. The deacons of all protestant chmches, not belng
episcopal churches, and the church wardens of episcopal churches,
are, and shall be deemed; so far bodies corporate, as tc take in suc-
cession .all grants -and donatlons, whether real or . personal, made
either to their several churches, or to-them and their successors.

Swcr. 1. Whenever the ministers, elders or vestry shall, in
such grants or donations, have been joined with sucl. deacons, or
church wardens, as donees-or-grantees in. succession, in such cases,
such officers and their successors together with the deacons, or
church wardens, shall-be deemed the corporanon for such purposes.

Sect. 22. The minister or ministers of every parish, or religious
soclety, of every - denomination, and . the -deacons, elders, trustees,
stewards and -other: presiding officers of every religious society, or

- church, having, by its usages, no settled minister, shall be capable

of: takmg in succession any estate, granted to the  minister and his

successors, or for the-use of the mlmsn'y, or the poor.of the church,

and of prosecuting-and defending all suits respecting the same.
Secr. 23. No alienation of any such estaté, by any minister,
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1821, 135, § 8.
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2 Greenl. 67.

7 Greenl. 411.
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1821, 135, § 8.

"

Per:ons  leaving

ploll parishes,
able for mo- |
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raised.

1821, 135, § 8.

6 Greenl. 264,

448.

No person com-
pelled to belong
to a parish.
1821, 135, § 8
Terntorml par-
ishes, not here-
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Membership .
of local parish-
es, not deriving
funds from thé
state.

‘When a parish

*is set off from a

town, the re-’
mainder to con-
stitute the first
parish.

1 Greenl. 208.
6 Greenl. 353.
Grants and do-
nations to pious
u(sies, how vest-

18é1, 42,4 1.
3 Greenl. 243.

Same suhbject.
1821, 42, 9 1.

Same sunbject.
1821, 42, Q 1
1821 135, §

Power to con-
vey such lands.
1821,42, 4 1.
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Same subject.
1821, 42, § 1.
1821, 135 § 10.

to amount of
such property.
1821, 135, § 10.
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ishes open to
inspection.
1821,135,8 9.
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1825, 296, § 1.
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1825, 296, § 2.
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1825, 296, § 3
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1825,298, § 1.

To hold grants,
made to quar-
terly quaker
~meetings.

1825, 298, §:2 2.

Limitation, as . -
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shall be valid any longer, than during such alienor’s contmumg in
the ministry.-

Sect. 24. No alienation of such estate by such elders, deacons,

trustees, stewards--or p1es1dmg officers, shall be valid any loncrel,
than the continuance.in office_of such alienors, if .made, without
consent of the church; or, if made by chmch wardens, without
the consent of the vestry.
Secr. 25. No-minister, deacons eldels, trustees, stewards .or
presiding officers’ shall be deemed capable of taking any estate,
granted as aforesaid, so long: as the clear .annual income of prior
grants to such officers, or to the church shdll be equal to the sum
of three thousand dollars.

Secr. 26. The records of every pansh shall be open to the
inspection of every member, and to the clerk of every-other parish ;
and each clerk shall furnish  attested copies: of ‘records,, on request
for a reasonable compensatlon. o

Sgcr. 27. . When any parish or religious somety, at any legal
meeting, shall vote, for any legal purpose; any sum of money; and
assess the same on the polls and estates of the members thereof,
such parish or.society’ may appoint -their tredsurer, a ¢ollector of
taxes, with like power as is provided for a treasurer of a town; who
has been appointed a collector of said town, . according  to the pro-
visions contained in the one hundred thu'ty fourth section of chapter;
fourteen.

Sect. 28. Such pansh or society may, by vote, authorlze sim=
ilar abatements upon taxes to be paid to such collector and treasurer,
or his deputy, within such periods, as the parish or society may, in
. legal meeting, establish; and the treasurer shall give like- public
notice of the parish votes; and such taxes, as shall not be paid
within the periods above mentioned; or others agreed -upon, shall be
collected by ‘the t1easu1e1', in the same way, as .town taxes in such
circumstances. . -

Sect. 29. The assessors, Who shall reo'ulate the collect1on of
thenr taxes agreeably to the provisions of. this act, shall . deposit: the
same in-the hdnds:of the treasurer.and collector,- for colléction, with
a warrant for that purpose; after-hie shall have been’ duly quahﬁed

-Secr. 30. The overseers of each monthly meeting. of: the peo-
ple,'called quakers, shall-be:deemed so -far a:body corporate, as.to
takeand ‘hold, in-succession, all grants and donations of estate,redl,
personal or mlxed made, or hereafter to:be made, to their respectlve
monthly meetings, or to’ ‘their’ preparative’ meetings ‘constituting * the

* same, or to either of them, to 'said- overseers, ‘or to-the:use ¢f -any

of said meetings, 0r to thé poor thereof; and-to. aliene, or manage,
the 'same according to' the ‘terms 'and ‘conditions, on which- the same
may have been made ; -and in*the name of ‘said overseers, for the

" time-being; to’ p1osecute or sue'for any right, that may have vested

in said overseers, the poor of-said” meetings; or in ‘any: of said meet-
_ings, in consequence of such grant or ‘donation. -

~Secr. 31.. ‘Such overseers:may also take and -hold, as 2’ corpo-
ration, in succession; all- ‘grants “and- donations-of Teal: estate; situ-
ate withinthe' territorial limits of theirrespective: monthly meetings,

-and’all grants-and ‘donations of ;personal estate made by any person,
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‘dwelling within such bounds, made or hereafter to be made, to any ‘CHAP.18.

of the: quarterly meetings of said quakers; to said overseers for-their
use; or to the use-of any of said quarterly meetings, or to tlhie poor

thereof ;

‘and-to aliene and manage thé:same, according to the.con~

ditions, i [on] which the same may have been made ; -and sue for
any right, that may have vested in" any of the before' named gran-,
tees or, donees ;- provided, ‘that ‘the income thereof, to-any one of-
such meetings, for the uses aforeszud shall not exceed five thousand

dollars -per annum. -
SECT. 32.

legxslatule. _

- The po“’ers, crlauted m- the two PlECe(lme sectlons,
may be’ enlarged restlamed of 1epea1ed at the pleasure of the

Lenxslnture
may modify
these powers.
. 1825,298,4 3.

i -

CHAPTER 19 e

N

OF NIEETWG HOUSES

SECT 1. Persons may mcorpnrnte them— SECT 6 I\Inn.ueroforgamzmga;udbecommﬁ
© 7 incorporated: - :

selves, t6 build-a meetmg house.
', Qwiiers of 2 meeting house may
incorpomte themsel¥es, ‘for re-
pairing or enlarging it.
.3. Owners of decayed or unnccupxed
- 'mesting houses may be authonzed .
10 sell them. i
4. Owners-of meeting houses, a.nd of}
pews - therein, - may -incorporate|.
themselves. R )
5. IVIode, of* calhnn a meetmn for that

purpose. R

SEcTION ‘1

of repairing,
parishes may incorporate themselves

1in ‘them.:. -
Sect: 3.

.

8.1

Corporate nghts andpowers Pro-—
viso.
"\Imnnty, of a different denommn-

s tmu, may have a.dwxsmn of txme,

Any numhel of mdwlduals may- mcmpomte thern-
selves, for- the purpose -of erecting a meeting - house, in the same
manner; ‘and with “the> same: eﬁ'ect as paushes may. by law incor-
‘porate: themsélves-; -and . may choose. all officers, ‘and -do  all those
acts, which a parish may do, in-the exercise of its lawful. authouty
" Smer. 2. The owners of -any meeting house, not. constituting a
-parish, shall have power to incorporate themselves, for-the purpose
enla1g1ng and ‘removing the same, in:like: nianner as:
and may, choose officers, raise
and assess taxes-for the sole purposes aforesaid, and may do all those
things, which a pansh can, in-virtue of the authonty leaally vested

Wheu any meetmff house becomes decayed orrermnains
unoccupled for two years, the owners thereof, having so determined -
at any legal meeting, may apply to the district  court- for.leave to
sell the same, “with, or without, the land belongmcr thereto ; and the
judge,-after giving such pubhc notice, -as"in his. opinion- the case

and-how obtained: °

. Mode onrnceedmn

. -Proportion. of mmnnty, to he dp-
pr:used ) .

. Expenses, howp:ud.

x Minority may occupy, theif pro- -
.portion of the time,’ uuless ‘the :

magonfy will purchuse —

Persons may
mcorpomte .
themselves, to
build a meeting
house.

1828, 377.

Ovmers of 2
meeting house,
may incorpo-
ratethemselves,
for repairing or
enlarging it.
1834, 198,

3 Pick, 344,

Owners of de-
cayed or unoc-
cupied houses
may be author-
ized to sell
them. ~ -

1834, 128.

may require, at - his discretion, may order. the :same. to- be:sold-at -
auction, by such agent-as he may appoint, and on such notice; as is
3
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