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76 TEJ.""lUIlE OF,' OFFIOES. 

CHAP. 9; , , 

CHAPTERS., 

OF THE TENURE OF OFFICES. 

SECT. L Tenure, ,of. offices, when n~t 'pro-ISECT, 2. Cextain .officers exc~pted: 
. . vided for by the constitution; " ' . . : . ~ 

Tenureofoffi- SECTION L All <::iv:i1 officers; whoshalLbeappbinted. by the 
~~~~~~~nf~roty governor an~ c?uncil, whose ten~e. of office is ~ot otherwis~ provi,.. 
f!!e constitu- ded for,or limited by the constItutIOn, otherw1Se than,durmgthe 
r~24 2ai. pleasure of the governor and council, shall hold' andexer~ise their 

, re~pective offices for the term. of four years and no longer,i.mless re
appointed; subject, however, to reniovalat anytime~ within said 
term, at- the discretion of the governor and council. 

Certain officers SECT. 2. But the preceding. section shall not be' construed to 
excepted. extendJo ministers of the gospel,who are,and may be, appointed to 
1824,257. solemnize marriages; or to such persons as are or may be' cOininis

sioned by the governor, bef9re whom certain judicial, executive and 
ci.vil officers are required by law to take andsubsCl1be the oaths .01'. 

1821, 104, § 1. 

affirmations, required by the .constitution. .. 

CHAPTER: 10. 
OF QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS;. 

The justices of the s~prem~judicial comt,the attorney gene~al, 
secretary, h'easurer, adjutant· general and quarter. master general, 
sllallt:).ke and subscribe the oath or affinnationrequired,by the con- . 
stitution, before the governoi: and council,: when in sessiop" and, .in 
their recess, before any two- members of the council; Cl!ld eV81Y 
other person el~cted,or appointed, or commissioned, to any jud!cial, 
executive, or ciVil offige, shall take and subscribe: the same beforE) 
any Qne member of the council, or before anyone of the magistrates' 
commissioned by the goVel1;lOf for that purpose; excepting in cases 
where the constitution haS otherwise provided • 

. CHAPTER ·11. 
. . 

OF REGISTERS OF DEEDS. 

SEC~. 1.·Present registers to c·Olltinue. SECT. 6. Further proceedings, when no 
2. Mode of CllOice by cOllnties, Or ~hoice i~ made. 

districts. 7. Western diStrict in Lincoln county •• 
. 3. Sru:ll~ subject. Term of office. . 8. Eastern district in the same county. 

4. Oiith and bond. .' 9. Western: district in. Oxford co~tY. 
5. Bond, 'when county treasurer is IO.Cle'rk of the courts to beregiEiter, 
register.in.~ase o£vncancy. .. 

'I 



REGISTERS OF· DEEDS. 77 
SECT.U: In' certain caScs, clerk .may"p- SECT.15. Removal incase ofmisconduc~ or CH.ll'.I1. 

. _. point a substitute. .' ". . illf:,apaCity .. 
1.2. Substitute to lie sworn. Clerk to 16. Quality of paper for records. 

be responsible. . . 17. Of dqeds left to'be recorded.' 
13. How 'vacancies may be filled. . 18; Of recording attachments; . 
14. County commissioners tit e:s:amine 19. Office to be kept in shire.town. 

returns . 
. SECTION!. 'Ali registers of deeds,now rnoffice, s4all continue Presentre~is: 

therein during the residue oLthe term,for which they were respec- terstocontinue. 
ti~ely ~elected, unless sooner vacated by death, resignation or other-
WISe;' 

S:!"CT. 2. In each county in the state,and in each registry dis-Mode of choice 
trict; described in the seventh, eighth, and ninth sections of this by c'?unties, or 

. . . . b h' . districts chapter, there'shall be chosen- by ballot,. y sue persons as· are 1821 98· (i 1. 
qualified toYote for representatives ~t town and plantation meetings, " . . 

. on the second Monday of September, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and forty one; and every • five . years thence following, some 
person to be register of deeds; .' . . 

SECT. 3. The meetings for the election of register of deeds shan Same subject. 
be notified, held and regulated, and the votes received, sorted, coun- 1821, 93, 9 1. 

ted" declared and recorded, in the same maJ;mer as votes for repre-
sentatives, and fair copies of the. lists of votes shall be attested by '. 
the selectmen and clerks of towns, and 'assessors and clerks of plan-
tations, and sealed up in open.town 01: pla.ntation meeting; and the 
town a.~dplantation clerks, respectively, shall cause the same t()be 
delivered into the office of the clerk of the county commissioriers,on 
or before the first day of the meeting of said commissionerS next after 
the said month ofSeptertlber, Wbe by them opened and compared 
with the like-returnsfrom the several towns andplai:rtations in such 
county~ or registry' distriCt; and the person, having a majority 6f the 
votes~. shall be declared register of deeds for said cOunty or registry 
district, andshallhold his office" for th.e term of five years, and untiL Term of office. 
another shall be chosen and· dUly qualified; . 

SECT. 4. Said register shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of "Oath and bond. 
the. duties orhis office, and give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the 1321,98, § 1. 

treasurer of the county, in the sUm of two' thousand dollars,' for the 
faithful discharge of the t1.1]st. .. . . :; " 

SECT; 5.· When the register of needs shall 'be treasurer of the Bond when 
county, such bond shall be. given to the "clerk of the corinty commis- cO'!"ty ~easur-
• fc th' f h' er IS regIster. SlOners, . or e use 0 t e county. ." . ' . 1821, 98, (i 1. 

SECT. 6. When, in a.ny county, there shall be no choice of a Further p~o
register of deeds,the eO!lntycommissioners shall issue their warrants ceedin~, ~·hen 

1 I f h d · f h "1 . . . no chOIce IS to t 1e se ectmen 0 t etowns, an assessors 0 t. e p antau()ns, m made. 
such cOllnty, to call meetings:of the qualified'Yoters, to vote for a 1821,98,§2. 

register of deeds, and thevot~s shall be re.ceiyed, sorted, counteg 
and certified, and the same procf:)edings be had, as mentioned in the 
third section of this chapter.> . 

SECT. 7, Ali the towns in the county of Lincoln, lyll;ig west of Westem dis
Kennebec river, shall" continue to compose and constitute a district mct in Lincohl 
for the regisuy 0[- deeds,. and be called th~ western district of Lin- r~~~6]§1,2. 
coIn county,a,ndtheregmter shalL keep hIS. office at Topshap1. 

SECT. 8.. The towns 01 St. Ged"rge, Thomaston, Cushing,Friend-~astern district 
ship; Warren, Union and Washington; in said county of -Lincoln, ~01~';y~ame 

1836/t20,9 1,2.· 
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78 REGISTERfi •. OF DEEDS. [TITLE I; 

CHAP. 11. shall continue to ~c()mpose and' constitute a,district for,the registlyof 
deeds, andbecailed the eastei'n distr~ct of Lincoln county, and the 
register shall keep his office at 'Thomaston. '. 

"Vestern dis
trict iu Oxford 
county. 
lVIass. laws. 
Feb. 26,1806. 

SECT. 9. The toWns of Hiram, Porter, Brownfleld; DeIllliark, 
Fly~burg; Sweden, Lovell, Ston'eham anci Stow, in the <::ountyof 
Oxford, shall continue to compose and constitllt~ a district for .the 
registty of deeds, and be called thewesteni district ofth8 coun1yof 
Oxford; and the register shall keep his officeatFryebui·g~~.· ',' 

Clerk of the SECT. 10; In'caseofvacancy,in thEl,office of regi~ter,~ iii any 
co~rts to. be. county or registly dish'ict, the clerk of the judiciaL courts· of the' 
register ill case, • hi l' h' . h .' b' fu·.' h' . 
of vacancy. county, WIt n WlIC suc vacancy may be, .emg ·stSW0l11tOt. e 
1825, 287,§ 1. faithful discharge of llisduty, ;;haU perform all th~duties 'and services' 

required of a register of deeds,during such vacancy; ,and be E;lntitled 
to, the same compensation, and subject. to the like IiabilitiEls;' as a 
register of deeds; . . . ' . , ,. ' 

In certain cases, SECT. 11., In any county;_ where there, are or may be,tWo or 
~~~~:rb~1i- m?re !'egistJy districts, s.uch,clerk shall have power to appoint .so~ue 
tutc. • swtable personuuder hlffi"totalm.charge ofiand perform We Quhes 
1825, 287, ~ 2. of said office, in the dish'ict or districts; in which the iegistry: is.not 

kept in the shire town; during such vacancy., ,,' '. • 
Substitute to be SECT. 12. The person so. appointed.,shall be swom to the' fait)l~ 
swo;n. • ful discharge of the duties ofhis'appoIDtment,arid said clerksha11 
1825, 287, ~ 2. b . 'b'l" all' fc h d' f'- h' . ' .' . 
Clerk to he reo e reSPOnSl e, m . cases or t e· Olngso. suc . person. . . 
sponsible.. SECT. 13. For the purpose: of supplying such vficancy, by; a 
!!,~;\~afiu.:d~es new ~Iectio~ of aregister, the chairman of tgecounty comlnissioners 
1821, 98, ~ 5. shall Issue his warrant to the selectmen' of the towns; and assessors 

ofthe]]Iantations, in said county, or registry dish'ict in ~uch county, 
wherein the vacancy may-exist, directmgthem to convene. the qual
ified voters in the towns and plantations in such. county ,or 'district, 
to proceed to the. choice of some suitable person to filL the vacancy; 

County eOill- SECT. 14. Thechainuan of the cOlmmssioners shall make his 
missioners to warrants l:etllll1ab.Ie at a day certairi.,. aiid notif. y' the' either coimty: 
examine rc- ' 
turns. coIIID;Jissiorien; to. attend at the retllmday, who shall eX~l.n;tinethe. 
11121,98, § 5. retUll1sniade, as directed, ,and the person having the. lllaJori:ty of 

votes, after being duly' swom;and having given bond as, aforesaid; 
shall be the registeruutil the time, by !aw appointed, for the next 
election' of register throughout the state; ... 

Removal in SECT; 15. 'Whenevel:, on presentInent of the. graJ;ld jmy,or 
case of.miseou- information of the attorney general, to the supreme judiciaL 'court, 
ductonncapae- , •. 'f d 'd h 11' b' d r. 1 fc" d" . ity. anyregrster 0 ee s sa,. y elau t, con eSSlon, emurrer, o~ 1'er-
1821, 98, 9 <1. dict, after due notice, be found guilty of misconduct in his office, or 

incapaple of. discharging its duties; said' comtshall enter judgment, 
. that he be removedfromoffice, and issue a writ to the 'sheriff, to 

takepossession of alltheboo!ts'andpapers beIOl'lgingtcithe office; 
arid deliver'thymto the clerk of said court, thafhe. may'perfqrm the 
duties of register of geeds, in the. manner prescribed ,in the tenthand 
eleventh sections of this chapter. . . . . ,.' . . 

Quality of paper SECT. 16. "The l'e<;:ords, in each regishy office, shall be made. 
fOJ: records:. and entered on paper; of 'a fum textllre, well sized.and finished, the 
1821, lO9, ~ 2. •• 1" . di fl' h h 11 b l' . ptmclpfl. mgr'e ent O.W.lIC s a e men, '. 
Of deeds left to 'SECT, 17. Every register: shall,at the time of receiving auy deed 
be recorded. or instrument to be recorded,make a meniol.'aIldu.m t11ereon; of the 
1821, 98, ~ 6. 
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TiTLE I.] REGIST~RS OF "DEEDS. '79 
day, and the time of the day, when it was' so reteived and filed; CHAP. II. 
arid every such deed or insh'llment shall be considered as recorded, 
at the tiine such memorandlllll isinade; and he shall sUffer rio deed 
orinshumlmt for the conveyance oheal estatetob~ altered, amend~ 
ed~ or withdra\\'11, until it is fully recorded 'and examined. ." 

SECi'. 18. Every I~egister shallTeceive all copies'of'special at- Of recording 

!achillerit, made a~d ~ttestedbfilllyo~eer,.of"'real1?roperty situate 1~~~,h;r::§3. 
m the county or dish'Ict, ofwhlCh he IS regIster; and llllllute on the 

. same the time ",hell they are received, and keep the same on file 
f6i' the inspection of those; ",ho·' may be interested; and shall enter 
t1i~salllein a book kept forthat purpose. " ..." 

SECT. 19; . The registei: of deeds in each county ,in which there is office to be 

but one register; shall keep his office in 'the shire to,\'11 of the county.' kept in shire 
. .:' '. . ..' . town •. 

. CHAPTER.12. 

·OFTHE.CHOICE: P~WERS AND'iniTms OF COUNTY TREASURERS. 

SECT~ 1. Present ireasurers to continue in SEc;. is. oi- dutles poria on the admission of' 
'. '. . office.' . . attorneys. " .' . 

. '2,3. Time an'd mode of choice. 19; Registry of all. fines and hills' of 
. 4. bath, hond,-and ten;"'" of office. ' costs •. 

5 .. 'In· certain cases to he appointed 20: Penalty for 'ileglect· of rendering 
by. the couoty commissioners. accouotS to the governor "'ld 

6, PersOlis disqual.ified'from h(tlding '. council. .." . 
the' office. 21.."Schedul';s 'of secu:rities taken for 

7. Of 'the treasurers disbu~eril<in~, fine~, &c: on liberation of poor 
accounts a:I1d cOlilpensatiori. . convicts: " . 

. 8. To enforce c~uoty ta-,.:es. . 22. Copy. ofc. sheriffs' . accouot to he 
.9; 10 .. His duty, as to" hills. of cost tra:I1smitted' .to the. sec!etai-y of 
. a"crainst the state." . state. 

il •. Of Ills . commissiolls.~ Balance.to !:!2 •. Treasurcr'Baccouot to' lie trans-
" be paid to the state treasUrer. mitted to 'the "secr!'ta,yof state, 

12. Penalty for Ills neglect of duty. with the' county' estimates .. 
]3., Balance still'to he pilla over. '2'1. To accouot for money: or. effects 
14-, 15. Annual accouots to b~ re'nder- ofthe comity, annually. 

ed to the governor and council. " 25. Experises of keeping poor COUe 

'16. Ac~ouot to inciude commissions. victsiii prison. , ' 
1'i. Statement of financial'concerns of ,26; Treamrer to accoUnt for money 

the couoty to' be 'puhlished,im- " received of the Umted State~ for 
nually. use of jailS'. -"' 

SECTION 1. Each county treasurer. now moffice shall continue 
h ld' . ' ill' l' '. h . . d ' Present treas-to 0 It; t US successors all be appomte ,01' chosen, and' qual- urers to con tin-

ified according to law. " / ue in office. 

SECT. 2. In" each coiJhty, there shall be animally'. chosen'onthe T' d d \ ,. .' Imeanmoe 
second :Monday 9f' September, by the ballots of such, persons, as' of choice._ 

are by the constitution alithorized to vote for repres.entatives in the 1821,99,9 1. 

several to\\'llSi some person' resident in such county, for a'cOlmty 
treasurer. . . .". . . . 
-:SECT. 3; . The meetingsJor the election 'cifcounty h'easurers Same suhject.

shall. be notified" held, and all proceedings therein regulated, retlll'ns 1821, 99, ~ ]. 

made, and proceedings thereon, had, "as provided 'in section three of " 
chapter eleven, for the election of register of deeds~ . - . 
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