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or¥ THE
~ GENERAL COURT OF MASBACHUSETTS,

PASSED AT THEIR SESSION,
WHICH COMMENCED ON THE 5th AND ENDED ON THFE 20th DAY OF

OCTOBER, A. D, 1814,

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

REPRESENTATIVES’ CHAMBER, OCTOBER J, 1814,

At 12 o’clock, the Secretary of the Commonwealth came
down from the Council Chamber to the Senate and House
of Hepresentatives, with the followmg Message from his
Ewxcellency the Governor :

MESSAGE :

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Geentlemen of the House of Representatives,

SINCE your late adjournment such important chan-
ges have taken place in the state of our public affairs, and
the war in which we have been unhappily involved has as.
sumed an aspect so threatening and destructive, that the Coun.
cil unanimously concurred with me in the opinion, that an
extraordinary meeting of the Legislature was indispensible.
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At different times and for short periods, some of the troops
of the United States had been stationed within this Common-
wealth ; but most of them havmg been withdrawn for the pur-
pose of aiding in the operations against Canada, it was
found necessary in the course of the late session of the Gen-
eral Court and afterwards, to call out a number of the mili-
tia for the protection of the most exposed places on our mari-
time frontier, and to furnish their inhabitants with such oth-
er means of defence as the circumstances of the State would
authorise.

Brigadier-Gereral Oushmg, while he was Supermtend&nt
of thls Miliiary District, informed me "that he expected an
order from the Preslflent of the United States to request a
detachment from the militia of this Commonwealth for the
defence of the sea-coast, and particularly of this town ; 3 and
stated that the number of the United States’ troops in the
two forts in this harbor was not more than sufficient to man
one of them. He proposed that one of the forts should be
occupied by the mi’'tia 5 and agreed that when called out
they should be subject to the command of no officer of the
United States army, except the Superintendant of this Mili-
tary Distriet. Though it was supposed, that in ordinary ca-
ses the militia were not liable by the constitution to do gar-
rison duty in the forts of the United States, yet as the de-
fence of this town was a primary object with the government
of the State, and we pOSSeSSGd no other means of strengthen-
ing the forts at the en e of arbor, T agreed that the
proposed detachment should be made upon the ternis before
mentioned.

After T had left Boston, 1 1ecelved a letter from Ma]m—
General Dearborn, who had succeeded General Cushing as
Superintendant of this Military District, dated on the 8th of
July, in which, by order of the Presulent he requested me
to detach eleven hundred of the militia to accupy the forts
in the harbor of Boston, and otlier poiats on the sea-coast of
the State. Timmediately wrote to the Adjutant-General, re-
questing him, if he could make such arrangements with Gen-

-eral. Dearborn as had been proposed by General Cushin
to issue the necesaéry order for making the detachment. - i
‘general order was accor dmgly issued for ﬂmt pul pose on the
A8th of July. -

- On the 4th of ertember, I 1ﬁcelved a lettel of that date,
hom General Dearborn, stating that he had received infor-

o
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mation of the enemy’s having taken possession of Castine
with a formidable force, and that it was not improbable his
views might extend to our principal towns on the sea-coast,
and requesting me to order out, for the service of the United
Statés, two thousand mfantly and two hundred artillery of
the militia of this State, exclusive of the town of Boston, for
the defenee of this harhor, town and vicinity ; and the same
numbers for the defence of Portland and its v1cm1ty, and
the sea-bodrd between Kennebeck and Penobscot rivers ; and
two hundied infaitry and fifty artillery from Kitter v, Ber-
wick and Yoxk, to ald in the defence of the harbor and the
public ships in the harbor of Portsmouth, But such objec-
tions and complaints had arisen in executing the general or-
ders of the 18th of July, and the whole number proposed to
be called out was so great that the Council, whose attention
whas requested to this stleect, unanimously advised me to is-
sue thie general ordet of the 8th of September, and to place
the detacliment made by virtue of it, under the immediate
cominand bf a Major-General of the militia. The alacrity
with whieh this and other similar orders were obeyed, has
been highly honorable to the militia of the State. Measures
were also taken to call dut, for the protection of the towns on
the sea-coistin the Dlstuct of Maine, a part of the militia of
that District. T immediately addr essed a letter to Mr. Mon. -
voe, the dcting Secretary of War, inclosing the last mention-
ed ge‘h’el’al order, and requesting to be informed whether the
expetises thus necessarily incarred for our protection, would
be ultlmﬁtelv reimbursed to this State by the United States.

A copy of this létter and the Secretary’s answer to it, and of
the general order of September the 6th, with such ofﬁcml in-
formation as 1 have veceived concerning the capture of Kast-
pmt and Castine, and other hostile events, which have taken
“the ¢astern part of the State, since the capture of
Rastport, and also a letter from the Governor of Rhode
Island aud the 1ep]y to it, will be laid before you by the Se-

In the defenswe measures which have been adopted, and
whiéh for’ ‘tlie most part have been under the immediate di-
réction ‘of the Commissioners for the defence of the sea-coast,
we have been solicitous to avoid unnecessary expense. But
the apprehensmns of an attack in every part of our coast, and
the pressing calls for the means of defence from the exposed
towns through an extent of five or six hundred miles, have
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made it necessary to call out a greater number of our mlhtm
than have been in service at any former period. It is an -
obvious reflection, that the limited sources of revenue, which
the State has rvetained in its own power, bear no proportion
to the expeunses hereby incurred, and if those efforts are much
longer required, the State will find it extremely difficult, if
not nnpt)sslble, to provide even in the first instance for the
requisite expenditures.

By a law of Congress, passed at their late session, itis en-
acted, that in addltlon to the officers of the militia, which had
befme been provided for, there shall be to each division,
one Division-Enspector, and one Division Quarter-Master,
and to each brigade, one Aid.de-Camp. But no provision
has heen made directing the manner in which those oﬂicers
shall be appointed.

The situation of this State is peculiarly dangelous and
perplexing. We have been led by the terms of the consti-
tution to rely on the government of the Union to provide for
our defeuce. We have resigned to that government the re.
venues of the State, with the expectation that this object would
not be neglected. But the government has declared war
against the most powerful maritime nation, whose fleets can
approach every section of our extended sea-coast, and we
are disappointed in our expectations of 11at10nal defence,
But though we may be convineed that the war in its com.
mencement Was unnecessary and unjust, and has been pro-
secuted without any useful or practicable object against the
inhabitants of Canada, while our sea-coast has been left al-
most defenceless ; and though in a war thus commenced we

may have declined to afford our voluntary aid to any offen-
sive operations—yet I presume there will be no doubi of our
right to defend our dwellings and possessions againstany hos-
file attack, by which their destruction is menaced.,——-Let us
then, relying on the support and direction of Providence, u-
nite in such measures for our safety, as the times demand,
and the principles of justice and the law of self preselva’lon
will justify. 'T'o your wisdom and patriotism the interests
of the State are confided, and the more valuable those inter.
ests are, the more sohcltous you will be to guard and preserve

them. :
CALEB STRONG. ’

Council Chamber, October 5, 1814.



RESOLVES.

October, 1814.

CHAP. LXXVIL

Resolve granting a county tax for the county of Oxford.
10th October, 1814

‘Whereas the Clerk of the Cirenit Court of Common Pleas
for the county of Oxford, has exhibited an estimate made by
the said Court, of the sum necessary to be raised the current
year for the purpose of finishing the Court-House and fire
proof offices in said county, and for defraying the other ex-
penses of said county :

Resolved, 'That the sum of three thousand dollars be, and
the same hereby is granted as a tax on the said county of
Oxford the present year ; to be apportioned, assessed, paid,
collected, and applied for the purposes aforesaid, according
to law. ~ ‘

CHAP. LXXVIIE

Besolve establishing the pay of the Council and General
Court. 10th October, 181

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the T'rea-
sury of this Commonwealth, to each Member of the honora-
ble Council, Senate and House of Representatives, two dol-
lars per day, for each day’s attendance during the present
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session ; and the like sum of two dollars for every ten miles
travel from their respective places of abode, to the place of
the sitting of the General Court. -

And be it further resolved, 'That there be paid to the
honorable President of the Senate and the honorable Speak-
er of the House of Representatives, two dollars per day
each, for each and every day’s attendance, over and above
their pay as Members.

COHAP. LXXIX.

Resolve authorising the T'reasurer to borrow money of the
several Banlks. 411th October, 1814

‘Whereas a vesolve passed this Legislature on the 14th day
of June last, authorising and requiring the Treasurer of this
Oommonwea]th to borrow from any Bank or Banks within
the same, such sum or sums of money for effectuating the ob-
jects and purposes of this said resolve, as he might be direc-
ted to do by his Excellency the Govelnol , Tot exceedmg the
sum of one million of dollars :

And whereas the said resolve did not authorise and requn'e
the said Treasurer to borrow any part of the said sum, after
the commencement of the then next session of the General
Court, previous to which time such engagements | Tiad been
made on account of this Commonwealth, as would absorh
a greater gnount of funds than is now in the Treasury : ,

Therefore, be it resolved, That the Treasurer of this
Commonwealth be, and he hel eby is authorised and empow-
ered, in the name and behalf of the Legislature, to require
of any Bank or Banks within the same, according to the pro-
visions of their several acts of incorporation, and upon such
terms and conditions as are therein specified, the loan of any
such sum or sums, not exceeding, with what has been already
berrowed, the said sum of one million of dollars as may be
necessary, in the opinion of his Excellency the Governor, to
accomplish the purposes of the said resolve of the fourteenth
of June last ; and that this authority shall continue in force
until the second Wednesday of the next session of this Gen-
eral Court. ,

Be it further resolved, That during the period aforesaid,
his Excellency the Governor be, and he hereby is authorised
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and empowered, from time o time, to draw bis warrants on
the T'reasurer, for such sum or sums as may be expended
for the objects and purposes aforesaid.

CHAP. LXXX.

Resolve on the petition of Samuel Gushe, Jun. and others,
Collectors of Taxes for the towns of Raynham and Eas-
ton, county of Bristol. 44th October, 1814

On the several petitions of Samue] Gushe, Jr. and George
Andrews, Jr, Collectors of Taxes for the town of Hayn-
ham, in the county of Bristol, and of John Gilmore, a Col-
lector of Taxes for the town of Easton, in the same county,
the last year, shewing that the petitioners delivered to John
Gilmore, Jr. Esq. Representative in the General Court, for
the town of Raynham, the following sums of money, being
part of the State tax of the said towns, for the last year, to
wit : the said Samuel Gushe, Jr. the sum of sixty dollars 3
the said George Andrews, Jr. the sum of one hundred and
seventeen dollars, and the said John Gilmore the sum of se-
venty dollars, to be paid into the Treasury of this Common-
wealth ; and that on the twenty-fifth day of May last, while
the said John Gilmore, Jr. was on his way to the Treasurer’s
Office, his pocket book was stolen, containing all the afore-
said sums, no_part of which has ever been regained, and
praying for velief in this behalf :

Resolved, For reasons set forth in their petitions, that the
sum of one hundred and seventy-seven dollars, part of the

tax of the town of Raynham for the last year, and the sum
of sevenly dollars, part of the tax of the town of Eas-
ton for the last year be, and the same are hereby abated,
Anud the Treasurer is hereby directed, to credit the said Sam-
uel Gushe, Jr. with the sum of s1xty dollars, and the said
George Andrews, Jr. with the sum of one hundred and se-
venteen dollars, and the said John Gilmore with the sum of
of seventy dollars, on the books of his oﬁice, as, and for the
aforesaid abatement. “

31
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CHAP. LXXXL

Resolve on the petition of Pefer Cary, 8100 granted, and
pension allowed. 12th October, 1814,

On the pelition of Peter Cary, of Phipsburg, in the coun-
ty of Lincoln, praying for compensation for the loss of. the
use of his right arm, while doing military daty :

Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that there
be allowed and paid out of the Treasury of this Common.-
wealth to the said Peter Cary, in consequence of his having
lost the use of his right arm. in manner as is set forth in said
petition, the sum of one hundred dollars, to enable him to
pay his nurses’ bills, and other expenses arising from the said
misfortune ; and an annuity or pension of five dollars per
month during his natural life.

e

CHAP. LXXXII.

Resolve, confirming the proceedings of the Inhabitants of the
town of Brewster. 43th October, 1814.

On the petition of the Selectmen and Town Clerk of the
town of Brewster, in behalf of the inhabitants of said town,
getting forth that on the eighteenth day of September last past,
a demand for the sum of four thousand dollars in specie, was
made on the said town, by Richard Ragget, Es’q. of his Brit-
tanic Majesty’s ship Spencer, commanding a British squad-
ron in Cape Cod Bay ; and that unless the said sum had
been produced in eighteen hours, he would have proceeded
tothe destruction of the saltworks and buildings of said town;
shewing also, that at a meeting of the inhabitants of said
town, which was then and there notified and held for the
purpose of consulting what measures were best-to be taken
concerning the said>demand, it was voted, that the said sum
of four thousand dollars should be assessed upon the salt-
works and buildings of every description in said town, and
upon vessels owned in said town, frequenting or lying upon
the shores thereof ; and praying that their proceedings may
be eonfirmed : ‘
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Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that the
ﬁpwceedmgs of the inhabitants of the said town of Brewster,
relating to the said demand and assessment, at the meeting,
which was held on the eighteenth day of Septemhm afore-
said, and by adjournment, on the day then next following,
be, and the same are hereby ratified, confirmed and made‘
valid ; and that the inhabitants of the said town of Brewster,
by their proper officers, be, and they are hereby authorised
and empowered to assess the said sum of four thousand dol-
lavs upon the saltworks and buildings in said town, and
upon vessels owned therein, and frequenting or lying on the
shores thereof; and to levy and colleet the .same, for the
uses and purposes aforesaid, any law, usage or custom to
the contrary nmw1thstand1ng

CHAP. LXXXITIL

Resolve on the petition of the town of Chester, authorising
the assessment of %300 towards re-building a Bridge.
14th October, 1814.

On the petition of the Selectmen of the town of Chester,
in the county of Hampden, setting forth, that a certain
Bridge across Westfield river at Falley’s village, so called,
had for several years been supported in part, by the county
of Hampshire, before its division, and that said Bridge has
been swept away by a freshet, and praying relief from said
eounty :

Resolved, For reasons set forth in said petition, that the
Justices of the Court of Sessions, for said county of Hamp-
den, be authorised and directed to add to their other county
estimates for a tax for said county, the sum of three hundred
dollars, and to order payment of the same out of the county
Treasury, for the purpose of aiding said town in re-building
said Bridge, and to appoint an ag;ent to saperintend the
laying out of the same.
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CHAP. LXXXIV.

Besolve on tke petztwn of Doane Batteshell allowmg com-
pensatfwn Jor a wound received. 14th Octobel, 181%11

On the petition of Doane Batteshell, praying compensa-
tion for the loss of time and expences incured in consequence
of a wound received at Hampden, on the third day of Sep-
tember last, while actually serving as a soldier under Gen-
eral John Blake :

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the T'rea-
sury of tlns Commonwealth to the sald Doane Batteshell
loss of time and expencee as afmesal(l and bis Excellency
the Governor is henehy requested to draw his warrant on
the Treasurer of this Commonwealth accordingly.

GHAP LXXXYV.

Repm‘t of the Commzttpe on the Governor’s Message.
15th October, 1814.

The Committee to whom was referred the Message of his
Excellency, with the documents accompanying the same,

Respectfully Reportm part, That the ruinous war, declared
against Great Britain, has assumed an aspect of great and im-
mediate danger to this Commonwealth. The persevering
invasion of Canada, has at length produced, as by natural
consequence, the invasion of our Atlantic, Frontier and Ri-
ver towns. A portion of the territory of this State is alr eady
in the actnal occupation of the enemy ;and the sea-coast, in all
such parts as may be deemed assallable, is openly menaced
with desolation. ~ To defend our soil and to repel the invader,
no force or means, bearing any proportion to the emergency,
have been provided by the national government. It was
justly to have been expected, that, before hostilities were
provoked from a formidable enemy, or at least, that at some
period subsequent to their commencement, means of defence
and protection would have been afforded to a sea-eoast so
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extended, and so exposed to the ravages of an enemy as that
of Massachuseits. But events forbid a reliance on any such
expectation. - The principal part of the regular force raised,

or at any time quartered in this State, has been W}thdrawn
for the war on the Canada border. The fortifications, until
lately strengthened by the exertions of our own citizens, were
essentially defective 5 and the navy in a situation caleulated
to invite, rather than repel aggression ; and to vequire pro-
tection, instead of affording it. Indeed, when the circum-
stances under which the war was declared, and has been
prosecuted, are viewed in connexion with the utter neglect
of the ordinary preparation for such a state, the mfelénce is
fairly warranted, that the American eabinet intended no oth-
er meauns of (lefence for this State, but such as a brave and
free people would feel themselves impelled to make, by their
own sense of danger and love of country.—That it relied
upon the passions and sufferings, incident to a state of war,

to overcome the repugnance so universally felt by our citi-
zens to the unjust and ruinous contest, and to leave them at
liberty to drain our population and our treasures, for the
prosecution of their favorite enterprises. But when the
Commonwealth was found to be in danger of invasion, the
people have not paused to consider the motives or objects of
their national rulers in leaving them defenceless ; but at the
summous of their Governor, they have repaired to the stan-
dard of their country, with a zeal and alacrity, which de-
monstrate, that the principles which unite men of every class
and description in the determination to conquer or die in its
defence, are nof enfeebled by cur party divisions. Thou-
sands of brave and hardy yeomanry, composing a part of a
well provided and well disciplined militia, have hastened,
to the post of danger ; and other thousands are ready to
follow, at a moment’s warning. The most liberal and ef-
feetual aid has heen afforded in erecting forts and batteries ;
and but one spirit animates the whole mass of our CltlZLn‘i.
with the invincible resolution of defending their native land

against the incursions of the enemy. It is, however, a fact,

not to be disguised, that while the people of this state, Vlth
the blessing of l—Ieaven, have confidence in the sufficiency of
iheir resources, for defending their own soil, if applied ex-
clusively to this objeet, yet, they cannot he supposed eqnal
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to this, and also competent to respond to the heavy and in-
creasing demands of the national government.

The state of the national treasury, as exhibited by the
proper. officer, requires an angmentation of existing taxes ;
and if, in addition to these, the people of Massachusetts,
depuved of their commerce and harrassed by a formidable
enemy, are compelled to provide for the indispensible duty
of self defence, it must soon become impossible for them to
sustain this burden. 'There remains to them, therefore, no
alternative, but submission to the enemy, or the control of
their own resources, to repel his aggressions. It is impos-
sible to hesitate in making the election. This people are
not ready for conquest or submission.  But being ready
and determined to defend themselves, and having no oth-
er prospect of adequate means of defence, they have the
greatest need of all those resources derivable from them-
selves, which the national government has hitherto thought
proper to employ elsewhere. -

Your Committee are also of opmlon, that if the war is to
continue, provision for a military force, in addition to the
ordinary militia, must be resorted to; that a considerable
force must be constantly embodied and maintained, ready
to meet the enemy in his varied and distant enterprises ;—
that the continual calls upon great bodies of militia,to march
from home at all seasons, and to remain at a distance from
their families, will be the most oppressive and least econom-
ical of any mode of defence which can be devised, in a pro-
tracted warfare.

But while your Commlttee think, that the people of this
Commonwealth ought to unite, and that they will unite un-
der any circumstances, at the hazard of all that is dear, in
repelling an invading foe, it is not believed, that this selemn
obligation imposes silence upon their just complaints against
the authors of the national misfortunes. It is, on the con-
trary, a sacred duty to hold up to view on all occasions, the
destructive policy, by which a state of unparralleled nation-
al felicity has been converted into one of humiliation and
danger ; believing, that, unless an almost ruined people will
discar d the men and change the measures, which have in-
duced this state of peril and suffering, the day of their po-
litical salvation is past. It should never be forgotten, that
this disastrous condition of public affairs, has been forced
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apon Massachusetts, not merely against her consent, but in
oppusition to her most earnest protestations. From the mo-
ment, that the administration, yielding to its own passions
and calculations of party power, commenced its system of
commercial hostility to Great Britain, and of cenformity to
the views of the late tyrant of Krance, its tendency to in-
volve the nation in the most needless and eruel embarrass-
ments, was distinetly foreseen, and declared by former le-
gislatures. T'he insufficiency of our youthful, though flour-
ishing commerce, to cope with that of Great Britain in a
struggle of restrictions, was announeed by the united warn-
ing of those best versed in a knowledge of this subject. It
was never doubted by these persons, that a war with Great
Britain would he acccompanied by an extinetion of com-
merce ; by the banishment of our sailors ; the desolation of
our coast ; the blockade and invasion of our sea-ports ; the
failuve of national credit ; the necessity of oppressive taxes ;
and the consummation of national ruin, by an alliance with
the late despot of Europe, from which greatest of all ca-
lamities we have been pleserved only by his fall. Of all
these evils, were our rulers forewarned by Massachusetts,
whose vital interests were thus put in jeopardy ; and they
were implored, by every consideration of policy and humani-
ty, to stay their hands from the cruel and wanton sacrifice
of the interests of those, who asked from them nothing but
the privilege of pursuing their own industrious callings.
But government, deaf to this voice, and listening to men dis-
tingnished in their native state,only by their disloyalty to its
interests and the enjoyment of a patronage, bestowed upon
them as its price, have affected to consider the patriotic ei-
tizens of this great state as tainted with disaffection to the
union and with predilection for Great Britain ; and have
lavished the public treasure, in vain attempts to fix, by evi-
dence, this odious imputation. Thus dishonored and de.
prived of all influence in the national councils, this state has
been dragged into an unnatural and distressing war ; and
its safety, prehaps, its liberties, endangered.

It is therefore, with great concern, that your Committee
are obliged to declare their conviction, that the constitution
of the United States, under the "administration of the per-
sons in power, has failed to secure to this Commonwealth,
and ag they believe, to the eastern section of this union,
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those equal rights and benefits, which were the great objects
of its formatien, and which they cannot 1ehnqm«sh without
ruin to themselves and posteuty These grievances Jushfy
and require vigorous, persevering and peaceable exertions,
to unite those who realize the suﬁ‘ermgs, and foresee the
dangers of the country, in some system of measures, to ob.
tain 1ehef for which the ordinary mode of procuring amend.-
ments to the constitution, affor ds no reasonable expectation,
in season to prevent the completion of its ruin. 'The people,
however, possess the means of certain redress ; and when
_their safety, which is the supreme law, is in question, these
means should be promptly applied. The frameus of the
constitution made provision to amend defects, which were
known to be incident to every human institution 3 and the
provision itself was not less liable to be found defective
upon experiment, than other parts of the instrument.
When this deficiency becomes apparent, no reason can
preclude the right of the whole people, who were parties
to it, to adopt another ; 3 and it is not a presumptuous ex-
pectatlon, that a spirit of equity and justice, enlightened
by experience, would enable them to reconeile- conﬁlctm%
interests, and obviate the prineipal causes of those dissen-
twns, which unfit government for a state of peace and of
war ; and so to amend the constitution, as to give vigor
and duration to the union of the states. But as a proposi-
tion for such a convention from a single state, would, pro-
bably, be unsuccessful, and our dzmg;er admits not of dela),
it is recommended by the Committee, that in the first in-
stance, a conference should be invited between those states,
the affinity of whose interests is closest, and whose habits
of intercourse, from their local sifuation and other causes,
are most frequent, to the end, that, by a comparison of
their sentiments and views, some mode of defence, suited
to the circumstances and exigencies of those states, and
measures for accelerating the return of public prosperity,
may be devised ; and also to enable the delegates from
those states, should they deem it expedient, to lay the
foundation for a radical reform in the national compact, by
inviting to a future convention, a deputation from all the
states in the union. 'They therefore report the fﬂllowmg
Resolves, which are submitted.

H. G. OTIS, per order.
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Resolved, That the calamities of war, being now brought
home to the territory of this Commonw ealtlx, a portiou of it
being in the occupation of the enemy, our sea coast and riv-
ers . bemg, invaded in several places, and in all exposed to
immediate danger, the people of Massachusetts are impelled
by the duty of self defence, and by all the feelings and at-
tachments which bind good citizens to their country, to unite
in the most vigorous measares for defending the state and
expelling the invader; and no. party feehngs, ot political
dissentions can ever lntelfere Wlth the dlschal ge of thls ex-
alted duty.

Resolved, That provmmn be made by law fw mlsmg, by
voluntary enhstment for twelve months or during the war, a
number of froops, not exceeding ten thousand, rank and file,
to be organized by the Govemm‘, for the defence of the state.

Resolved, That the Governor be authorized to accept the
services of any volunteers, and to organize them as part of
the aforesaid troops, who shall hold themselves in readiness
to march at a momeut’s warning, to any part of the Common-
wealth, whe shall be entitled To full pay and rations, when
in actual service, and to a just compensation, short of full
pay, to be provided by law, during the entire term of their
enlistment.

Resolved, That the Governor be authorized to borrow,
from time to time, for the use of this bommmlWea,lth, a sumy
not exceeding one million of dollars, at an interest not ex-
ceeding six per cent; and that the faith of this Common-
wealth_be pledged to provide funds, at the next session of
this Legislature, at furthest, for the payment of the interest
on the sums borrowed.

Resolved, That twelve pel sons be appomted as Dele.
gates from this Commonwealth, to meet and confer with
Delegates from the other states of New England, or any of
them, upon the subjects of their public grievances and con-
eerns, and upon the best means of preserving our resources
and of defence against the enemy, and to devise and suggest
for adoption by “those respective states, such measures ag
they may deem expedient; and also to take measuves, if
they shall think proper, for proenring a convention of Dele-
gates from all the United States, in order to revise the Con-
stltutlon thereof, and more effeetually to secure the support
and attachment of all the people, by placing all upon the
basis of fair representation.

39
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Resolved, That a circular letter from this' Leglslature,
signed by the President of the Senate, and Speaker of the
House of Representatives, be addressed to the executive
government of each of said states, to be commumcated to
theu Legislatures, explaining the objects of the pwposed
conference, and inviting them to concur in sendmo‘ Delega,tes
thereto. - ~

Besolved, 'That, on the elghteenth day of OGtObel mstant :
this Lewxslatuxe will by joint ballot elect twelve persons to
meet such Delegates as may be- appointed by the said states,
or either of them, at Hartford, in the state of Connectlcut,
on tbe ﬁfteenth day of Decembel next -

CHAP LXXXVI

Czrculcu' Letter to the Gowrnors of the JV'ew Engl(md
States on a Convention to be holden at Hartford, wkzch
his Excellency the Governor is requested totransmit.

: 17th OCtober, 181‘1! ‘

Sm,

Your Excellency W111 her ew1th receive certa,m 1esolut10ns
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, which you are respect-
fully requested to take the earliest occasion to lay before the
Legislature-of your state, together with this letter, which is
intended as an invitation to them to appoint' Delegates, if
they shall deem it expedient, to meet such others as may
be appointed by this and other states at the tlme and place
expressed in these resclutions. :

'The general objects of the proposed confel ence are first,
to deliberate upon the dangers to which the Eastérn sectlon
of the Union is exposed by the course of the war, and which
there is too much reason to believe will thicken round them
in its progress, and to devise, if practicable, means of secu-
rity and defence, which may be consistent with the preserva-
tion of their resources from total ruin, and adupted to their
local situation, mutual relations and habits, and not repug.-
nant to their obligations as members of the Union.

When convened for this object, which adwmits not of de-
lay, it seems also expedient to submit to their consideration,
the enquiry, whether the interests of these states demand,
that persevering endeavours be used by each of them fo pro-
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cure seuh amendments to be effected in the national consti-
tution, as may secure to them equal advantages; and wheth-
er, if in their judgment, this should be deemed. impracticable
under the existing provisions for amending that instrument,
an experiment may be made without dlsadvantage to the
nation, for obtaining a Convention from all the states in the
Union, or such of them as may. approve of the measue,
with a view to obtain such amendment

It cannot be necessary to anticipate 01)JBG£1011§ to the mea.-
sure which may arise from jealousy or fear. This Leglsh-
ture is content, for its justification to repose npon the purity
of its own motives, and upon the known attachment of its
constituents to the national union, and to the rights and in-
dependence of their country.

Read and accepted in both Houses, and thereupon

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be request-
ed to tlansmlt letters of the foregoing form, signed by the
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives, to the several Governors of the States of
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Vermont,
and also a copy of the 1esolut10ns to which it refers 3 ; with a
request that the same may be laid before the Leglslatures of
their several states

CHAP. LXXXVII

Resolve appropriating the Land Office for the Baard of War
17th Qctober, 81d.

Resolved, That from and after the first day of November
next ensuing, the apartment at the north-east corner of the
State House, on the lower floor, now occupied as the land
office, be, and the same is hereby appropriated as an office
for the Commissioners for the defence of the Commonwealth,
or to such board as may by law succeed to them in that de-
partment ; and the said Commissioners, or their suecessors
as aforesaid, are hereby authorized to provide suitable desks,
shelves, and furniture, for the said office, if any may be
wanted, in addltlon to those already in the 'qmrtment afore-
said.

And be it further resolved, That from and -after the
said first day of November next ensuing, the apartment call-
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ed number eleven in the north-west comer ‘of the
House on the second floor be, and the same is hereby appro-
puated for t‘he 1and office, instead of the room now occupied

for that purpose. —And that the agent for East nds be,
and be hereby is suthorized and empowered, to pro
able desks, shelves, and furniture for the said*room'number
eleven, if any additional articles of that description shall be
necessary therefor. And the Commissioners aforesaid, and
agent for Eastern lands aforesaid, shall la,y theu accounts
befme the Committee of Accounts. i J

- CH AP LXXXVHI

Resolve refering. all ovders af notch and papers, refe ed at;
the Ia:s*l‘ session, to the neat session of the General Comt
\ 18th October, 1844, o stdbng e b B

P ]s‘.eeolvod That all mattets and thmﬁ's Wlmtever, thh
were referred by the Legislatare at the last session of the
General Court to this session or any particular day therein,
be further referred to the next session of the Geeneral Court,
and to such day therein as was appointed therefor in this ses-
sion 3 and that all orders of notice which were issued at the
last session and have not been served, are hereby revived
and may be served and returned to the next session and to
such day therein as was appointed therefor in this session ;
and all persons, who, in the last session, were directed to
shew cause against granting_ the prayer of any petition at
ihis session or any particular day in this session, shall have
the same day in the next session as was appointed therefor
in this session; any thing in any resolve of the General
Court, at the last session thereof to the contlary ‘notwith-
standmg And the Qecletaly is du ected to publish this re-
solve in the newspapers in which the laws 0 thls OQmmen-
wealth are published, as soon as may be.

CHAP. LXXXIX.
Rpsolvp authorizing the Quarter .Master General to furmsh
Cavalry with trumpets and bugles. — 18ih October, 1814«

Resolved, That in all cases, in which the Quarter Master
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General is by law authorized to furnish a trumpet for the use
of any troop of Cavalry in the Militia of this Common-
wealth, the said Quarter Master General be, and he is here-
by authorized to furnish such troop of Cavalry with a trum-
pet or bugle, as may be most convenient.

- CHAP. XOC.

Resol've go'rfovulfmcb Jor the pay of the Page of the House.
19th October, 18144

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this Commonwealth, to the Messenger, to be
paid by him over to Joseph Blauus, one dollar and twenty-
five cents per day, for each day he the said Francis shall
have attended as Page, the present session of the General
Court.

CHAP. XCL
Resolve respechnﬂ’ the removal of prisoners in the County
_of Berkshire. 19th October, 1814.

Resolved, That the Shexiff of the County of Berkshire be,
and he hereby is anthorized and empowered to remove such
of the Criminals as now are, or may hereafter be confined
in the Goal at Lenox in said County, as he may think their
safe keeping may require, to the Goal in Northampton in the
County of Hampahne and the Goaler in said County of
Hampshire, is hereby empowel‘ed and directed to receive
said prisoners, and safely to keep the same; and the said
Goal in Northampton, is hereby made the Goal, as well for
the County of Berkshire, for the purposes afmesmd as for
the County of Hampshire.

And be it further resolved, That all the expenses attend-
ing the removal of said Criminals and the keeping and sup-
porting of the same at the Goal in Northampton, shall be
defrayed by the County of Berkshire.

Be it further resolved, That this resolve shall be, and
remain in force for, and during the term of one year, and
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from thenece to the end of the then next session of the Gren-
eval Court, and no long,el i ~

CHAP. XCIL

Resolve allowing to the Secretary 8100 to pay fm' extm
writing in his department 19th October, 181@

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
public Tleasury to the Secretar y of this Commonwealth, in
his said eapacity, the sum of one hundred dollars to defray
the expenses of extra writing in his depmtment, and to be
accounted for by him. - ; ~

CHAP. XCIII.
Resolve on the petition of Captain James‘Hunnewell, direct-
ing Ium therein. 19th October, 1814.

. Whereas a lesolve passed the Legislature of this Gom-
monwealth , on the twenty.first day of February last, allow-
ing to the officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and
privates, under the command of Captain James Hunnewell,
the sum of sixty-four dollars and twenty-six cents, and no
provision was made in said lesolve, specifying to. Whom the
same should be paid by the Treasurer ; therefore =~

Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and he is heleby au-y
thorized to pay the sum aforesaid, to the said Captain James
Hunnewell, to be by him, the sald Hunnewell, apphed f01
the purposes mentioned in the aforesaid resolve. ‘

CHAP. XCIV.

RBesolve relative to Courts in Hancock and Washington
~ Counties. 19th October, 1814,

The Committee of both Houses appmnted to consu]el the
expediency of altering the times and places for holding the
Circuit Court of Oommon Pleas, in the Oounties of Han-
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cock and Washington, report the following reselves, which
are submitted. Per Order,
JACOB ABBOT.

Resolved, That if, at the next term of the Cireuit Court
of Common Pleas to be holden at Castine, within and for
the County of Hancock, on the first Tuesday of November
next, none of the Justices of the said Court shall attend, so
that it shall be necessary to adjourn said Court, the Sherift
of said County, or any of his Deputies, by him specially au-
thorized, shall adjourn the said Court without day.

And it is further resolved, That, if such adjournment
shall be made, all writs and processes, and all other pre-
cepts original or judicial, which are, or may be returnable to
the said Circuit Court of Common Pleas, to be holden by
law at Castine, shall, and may be entered at the next’term
of said Court, for said County, to be holden at Bangor, on
the first Tuesday of January next; and the same proceed-
ings shall be had thereon, as if the same were originally
made returnable to said last mentioned Court, and all at-
tachments shall have the same effect as they would have
had, if said Court had not been adjourned.

Resolved, That the Sheriff of said County, or either of
his Deputies, or any Constable of any town, in said Oounty
is hereby authorized to commit to the Goal in Aungusta, in
the County of Kennebee, any person who may in duL course
of law, be in his or their custody ; and the said Goal in Au-
gusta, shall, in case of such eommitment, be considered {o
all intents a lawful Goal therefor; and it is hereby made
the duty of the keeper thereof to receive therein, and deal
with such person accordingly.

Be it further resolved, That all deeds aud other instru-
ments for the conveyance, security, or defeasance of real
estates, and all executions levied apon real estate, ov upon
the rents and profits thereof, and all depositions taken in
perpetnam rei memoriam, which ought by law to be record-
ed in the registry of deeds, for the Countles of Hancock and
Washmgton, may be diled in either of the offices of the regis-
ter of deeds of the north district of the County of H'mwck
or of the County of Kennebec, and a cerlificate of the regis-
ter of such office, that they ave so filed, shall have the same
effect from the day of the date thereof, as the due filing and
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recording of the same would have had before the passmg of
this 1eso]ve .

And be it further vesolved, That this resolve shall bo i in
- foree, until the end of the next sesswn of this General Gomt
and no longer. ,

CHAP. XCV.

Resolve appointing Hon. Lothrop Lewis and others, & (‘om—
mittee to examine into the aoings of the several Bank’s,
in the District of .Mazne. ’ 19th October, 1844, :

Resolved, That the Hon. Lothrop Lew1s, James Neal, and -
Samuel Coney, Esquires, be a Committee, for the purpose
‘of examining, in the recess, into the doings of the several in-
corporated Banks in the District of Maine, with fall power
of access to all their books and vaults ; and that said Com-
mittee report at an early day of the next qesslon of the ple-
sent Geeneral Court.

CHAP. X(OVI.

Resolve allowing compensation to Jacob Ié'uhn, for taking
care of the Adjutant and Quarter Master General’s Qﬂice
19th October, 1814,

Resolved, That there be allowed and pmd out of tbe pub
lic Tleasury, to Jacob Kuhn, eighty cents for each day he
may be employed in taking care of the offices of the Ad_]utant
General, and Quarter '\lastm Geencral, agreeably to an order
of the General Court of the 13th of June last, the same to be
certified by the Adjutant General, and Qualtel Master Gen-
eral.

CHAP. XCOVIL.

Resolve graniing $300 to the Messenger of the General
 Court to purchase fuel. 19th October, 1844.

Regolved, That there be paid out of the Treasury of this
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Commonwealth, to Jacob Kuhn, Messenger of the General
Court, the sum of three hundred dollars, to enable him to
purchase fuel, and such other articles as may be necessary
for the use of the General Court, together with the Governor
and Council Chamber, the Secretary’s, Treasurer’s, Adju-
tant General’s, and Quarter Master General’s offices, he to
be accountable for the expenditure of the same.

XCVIIL

Resolve pfoviding Jor the "pay of JAssistants to ﬂvié Messen-
ger of the General Court. 20th October, 1814.

 Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
public Treasury of this Commonwealth, to Warren Chase,
Henry Bacon, and Lewis Low, Assistants to the Messenger
of the General Court, one dollar per day each, during the
. present session of the Legislature, in addition to the usual
- allowance to them, of two dollars per day.

CHAP. XCIX.

Resolve providing for the pay of John Low, jun. Assistant
to the Messenger of the General Court.
20th October, 181, ‘

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
Treasury of this Commonwealth, to John Low, jun. Assist-
ant Messenger of the House of Representatives, forty-one
dollars, for his services, in that capacity, during the present
session of the Greneral Court.

CHAP. C.

Resolve establishing pay to Ward Locke, Assistant to the
Messenger of the Governor and Council.
20th October, 1844, -

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the

Treasury of this Commonwealth, to Ward Locke, Assistan
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to the Meswnger of the Governor and Council, two dolars
and fifty cents per for each day he may haVe been em-
ployed, since the session of Couneil, in June last, and the
same ‘sum for each day his Excellency the Govemoi' and
the Honorable Council may Judg% 1t nébessary to ‘mploy
him in f’utule : o ‘

CHAP CIL.

.Resolve to pay to Thomas Wallcut, $60.
20th October, 1814~

I?esol’ued That thele be allowed and pald out of the pubq
fic 'l‘xeasuly to Thomas Walleut, a Clerk in the Lobbies,
for the assistance of the wmembers of the Leglsla%ure, fifty
dollars, in full for his selvlces, during the present sessmn of
the Genelal Coﬂrl

CHAP. CII.

Resolve authorizing the Treasurer to delay issuing war-
rants of distress, as he may deem proper.
20th October, 1814,

Resolved That the Treasurer and Recelvel Genelal be,
and heleby is authorized to delay, when in his judgment
such delay is proper, issuing warrants of distress against
the several Collectors of the State tax, for the year eighteen
hundred and thirteen, until the next session of the present
Greneral Court. \

GHAP. CI1I.

Resolve providing for the pay of the Clerks of the General
Court. 20th October, 1814.

Resolved That there be allowed and paid out of the pub-
lic Treasury, to Samuel F. McCleary, Clerk of the Senate,
and Benjamin Pollard, Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, one hundred and twenty dollars each; and also to
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Robert C. Vose, Assistant Clerk of the Senate, seventy-five
dollars, in full for their services in said offices, the present
session of the General Court,

CHAP. CIV.

Resolve giving the consent of the General Court to march
the forces of this State to the assistance of a neighbouring
State, if the Governor shall think it expedient.

20th October, 1814.

‘Whereas during the present calamitous war, a common
danger threatens the safety of this, and the adjacent states,
and the Governor and Legislature of Rhode Island have
expressed their readiness to render to this Commonwealth
all the aid in their power, in cooperating to avert the same :

Resolved, That the consent of the General Court agree-
ably to the Constitution, is hereby given to his Excellency
the Governor, to order to march out of the limits of this
Commonwealth, any portion of the military force of the
same, to the assistance of any adjacent State, whenever in
his judgment it shall be expedient so to do.
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Secretary’s Office, May 20th, 1515,
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and appear to be eorreat,
ALDEN BRADFORD,

Secretary of the Commenwealtl:,
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