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LAWS 
OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

l>.ASSED :By THE GENERAL COURT AT THEIR SECOND SESSION~ 

COl\OIENCED 

ON THE SECOND 'VEDNESDAY IN JANUARY, 

ONE THOUS.JlN.D EIGHT HUNDRED .!lND TWELVE~ 

CHAP. LXXXVII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to incorpod 
rate the persons herein nalned, into a company, by the 
name of The Broad-Street Association, in the town of 
Boston." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Rep'resentatives in General Court assembled, and 6y the 
authority of the same, That an act, entitled, "An act to in- . 

1 1 · d . bAct conhnua corporate t le persons lereln name Into a company Y ed. 

the name of The Broad-Street Association,in the town of 
Boston," shall be, and the Salne hereby is continued in 
force until the first day of March, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

[This act passed 22d January, 1812.] 

CHAP. LXXXVIII. 

An Act to change the name of Phillipsburgh in the County 
of York. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the ~~~e~;:ng.~ 
authority of the same, That from and after passing this cd. 



$12· 

Persons in. 
£orpol'ated. 

May hoM 
property. 

COTTON l\1ANUFACTOR'Y. Jan. 31, 1812Q 

act, th~ town of Phillipsburgh, in the county of York, 
shall be called and known by the nanle of Hollis, and by 
no other name, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 22d .Tanuary, 1812.J 

CHAP. LXXXIX. 

An Act to incorporate Thomas Seargant Baylies and 
others,by the name of The Bristol Cotton Manufacturing 
Company. ' 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted hy the Senate and House oj'" 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, 'fhat Thomas S. Baylies, Willianl 
De Wolf, Eliphalet Williams, Thomas Howe, Joseph 
Haven, Levi De 'iV olf~ George Pearce, ThOlllas I-Iill jun. 
Charles Htlrris, Richard D. Harris, Caleb Peck, Joseph C. 
Wheaton, and John Field jun. with such others as may 
hereafter associate with them, their successors and assigns, 
be, and hereby are made a corporation, by the nanle and 
style of The Bristol Cotton Manufacturing COlnpany, for 
the purpose of nlanl1facturing cotton in the town of Dighton 
in the county of Bristol, and for that purpose shall have 
all the powers and privileges, and be su bject to all the 
duties and requirements contained in an act passed the 
third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, 
entitled, "An .Act defining the general powers :imd duties, 
of Manufacturing Corporations.'" . 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That said corporation 
may be lawfully seized of such real estate, not exceeding. 
the value of fifty thousand dollars, and possessed of such 
personal estate not exceeding the value of one hundred 
thousand dollars, as may be necessary and convenient for 
carrying'\on the manufacture of cotton, in said tQwn of. 
Dighton. 

[This act passed 31st January, 1812.} 



REP'RESENTA.TIVES' PAY. Feb. 3, 1812. 

CHAP. XC. 

An Act to provide for, and direct the nlanner of paying 
the Members of the House of Representatives, in future, 
out of the public Treasury. 
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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That in future, the members of Members 0'1:' 

the House of Representatives, shall be paid for their travel court paid ,1 

and attendance to, and durin.g the session of the Legisla- from pubhc. 
. ... tl·eaSUl'y. 

ture, in the saIne manner as the Council and Senate of this 
Commonwealth are paid, any law, usage ·or eustonl to the 
contrary notwithstanding, and that the said pay shall not 
be Ghargeable to their several towns. 

[This act passed 3d February, 1812.] 

CHAP. XCI.. 

. An Act to repeal an act, entitled, "An Act supplementary 
to an act, entitled, An act, to prevent damage by mis. 
chievous dogs," passed the twenty-eighth day of Feb~ 
ruary, eighteen hundred and eleven. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That an act passed the twenty-eighth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and eleven, entitled, Act 1 " 

A 1 
. repea en, 

" n act supp ementary to an act, entItled, An act to ' 
prevent damage by nlischievous dogs," be, and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

[This act passed 3d February, 1812.] 



514 AMERICAN SEAMEN. 

CHAP. XCII. 

An Act directing the Secretary 0f this Commonwealth 
to give any certificates which may be necessary to pro ... 
cure the release of Anlerican Seanlen, free of any 
charge. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the' Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the Secretary of- this Com .. 

Secretary 1 h b d' h b d" d f d f' h directed to monwea t e, an IS ere y lrecte, rom an a ter t e 
give· certifi. passing of this act, to give free of any charge whatsoever, 
cates. any certificates that may be necessary to procnre the rew 

lease of American Semnen, inlpressed on board the ships 
of any foreign nation, any law or usage to the contrary 
notwi thstandin g. 

SE C. 2. And be it further enacted, That all fees here~ 
Fees tofore received by the said Secretary for such certificates, 
refunded. and now in his hands, be paid over to the persons who 

advanced the same, if called for within two years. 
[This act passed 3d J.lebruary, 1812.] 

CHAP. XCIII. 

An Act supplementary to the several acts establishing the 
Courts of Sessions. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That when, frOln any cause what-

cShler~ff°t" ever, all the Justices of the Court of Sessions in any county 
en pow- . 

er to adjourn shall be prevented from attendmg the same court, at any 
court. term thereof, which now is, or hereafter may be appointed 

by law for holding any such court, then and in such 
case, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the courts in 
such county, or in his absence, the Sheriff of the county, 
to adjourn such court from day to day, or to such time 
as may insure the attendance of one or Dlore Justices of 



BINGHAMp Feb~ 0, 1812~ 

the same court, and when such adjournnlent sha.ll be 
made by the Sheriff of any county, he shall give notice 
thereof, to such Clerk, that so a regular record Inay be 
made thereof. 

[This act passed 3d February, 1812.] 

CHAP. XCIV, 

An Act to establish the ~own of BinghalTI. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by tlie Senate and lfouse Qf 
Representatipes in General Court assel1Jb(ed, . andhy' the 
ah,uthfiority of the same, 1

1
'?at t~el ~owlh'1shBil~ N uhrober olze

l
, .in BiI~gham in. 

t erst range of towns lIpS WIt lIn t e ., 109 an1 pure lase cOl'poratect 

in the county of S0111erset, be, undhereby is incorpora.ted 
and established as a town, by tl)e n~nle of Bingham, within 
the following de,scribed bounclaries, viz. Bounded south 
by the town of Solon, east by number tW(1) in the range Boundarie~. 
aforesaid, Borth by number one in the second range, 
east of Kennebeck f{iver, and west by I<.ennebeck River; 
and the inhabitants of the sa,id town of Bingham are 
hereby vested with all the power-s'and privileges and sub-
jected to the like duties and requisitions of other towns, 
according to the Constitution and ~aws of this Common-
wealth. 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That any J llstice Justice to isu 
of the Peace for the county of Somerset, is hereby author. sue warrant, 

ised, upon application therefor, to isslle a warrant directed 
to a freeholder and inhabitant of the said town of Bingham, 
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof 
to meet at such convenient tinle and place, as shall be 
appointed in said warrant, for the choice of such officers 
as towns are by law empowered and required to choose, at 
their annual town meetings. 

~This act passed 6th February, 1812.J 
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CHAP. XCV. 

An Act to incorporate the district of Berlin into a town 
by the name of Berlin. 

SE ~. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House qf 
Representatives in Genefal Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, .. T'hat the district of Berlin, in the 

B 1
" county of Worcester, be, and hereby is incorl)orated into 

er 1n lllC01'-· " 
porated. a town, by the name of Berlin, ~ubject ~o the like duties 

and requirements, and vested with all the powers, privi-
leges and ilnnlunities which other. towns do, or nlay en­
joy, agreeably to the Constitution and Laws of this Com-
monwealth. ,., 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted,That either of. the 
Justice to is- Justices of the Peace for the county' of W Ol'cester' be, 
~ue w:tl'l'ant, and he is hereby authorised to issue a warrant, directed to 

a freeholder, an inhabitant of the said town of Berlin, re­
quiring him to notify and warn the freeholders and other 
legal voters thereof, to meet at such convenient time and 
place as shall be appointed in said watrant, far the choice 
of such officers, as towns are by law required, to choose 
and appoint at their annual to""n lncetings. 

[This act passed 6th February, 1812.] 

Pet'sons in­
~orpol'ated, 

CHAP. XCVI. 

An Act to incorporate a number of persons in the County 
of Franklin, by the nalne of The Franklin Glass Factory 
Company. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
autlzol'ity qf the same, 'That Ebenezer Hall, William 
Cobb, Jacob Rich, Benjaluin Tuel, SalTInel Fay, and Eb­
enezer Williams, together with such others as may here­
~fter associate with theIn, and their successors, be, and 
they are hereby made a corporation, by the name of The 
:.Franklin Glass Factory Company, for the purpose of 
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Dlanufactllring widdow glass ~nd hollow glass ware, 
in the county of Franklin, in said Comnlol1wealth, and 
for this purpose shall have all the powers and privileges, P~w:ers and 

and shall also be subject to all the duties, requirements, priVileges. 

and disabilities, prescribed and contained in an act, enti-
tled, "An act defining the 'general powers and duties of 
manufacturing corporations;" passed the third day of 
March, eighteen hundred and nine. 

SE C. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said 
eOl'pOl~ation, in their corporate capacity, shall alld may 
lawfullv hold and I)ossess real estate not exceeding thirty l\l,raythotldl'ca 

J • a es a e. 
thousand dollars, and personal estate not exceedmg sev .. 
enty thousand donal's, as ITlay be necessary and conven­
ient for carrying, on the Inanufacture of glass in' said 
county of Franklin. 

[This act passed 6th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. XCVII. 

An Act dividing the Commonwealth into Districts, for 
the choice of Counsellors and Senators. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of, the same, That frOlTI and after the passing 
of this act, the whole Comlnonwealth be, and hereby is 
formed and divided into eighteen districts, for the choice Common~ 
f C 11 ' d S '. f' 11 . , d wealth dis~ a ounse ors an .. enators, In manner 0 oWIng;- an tricted. . 

that each district be, and hereby is directed and alHhotized 
to choose the nurnber of Counsellors and Senators thereto 
respectively affixed, in manner directed by the Constitu-
tion and Laws of this Commonwealth, viz. 

The town of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, shall 
form one district, and choose five Senators. 

The towns of Salenl,. Danvel's, Marblehead, Lynn, 
Lynnfield, Andover, Salisbury, Haverhill, AmesburY'T 'Ii 

M h d M Odd . I . f E . downs orm", et uen, an 1 Ieton, In t le county 0 ssex, an ing districts. 

Chelsea in the county of Suffolk, shall form one district, 
and choose three Senators. 

The towns 0fIpswich, Newbury, Newburyport, Bever­
ly, Rowley, Gloucester, Topsfield,Bradford, :B'o:xford, 

T t t 
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,;y enham, lVlanchester and Hamilton, in the county of 
Essex, shall fornl one district, and choose two Senators. 

The county of l\1iddlesex shall, form one district, and 
choose three Senators. " 

The towns of Spr,ingfield, Brimfield, South. Brimfield, 
Longuleadow', vVilbrahmn, Holland, Monson, Ludlow, 
Palmer, vVest-Springfield, vVestfield, SO\lthwick, Gran­
ville, MontgOluery, Blanford, Chester, Russell and 'rol_ 
land, ill the county of ~ampshire, shall form one district, 
and choose, one Senator. 

The towns of I-Iadley, Northampton, vVorthington, 
'Westhampton, Cunllnington, WillimTIsburg, Ches~erfield, 
Greenwich, Easthampton, Belchertown, NOI'vvich, 
Granby, Plainfield, Southalnpton,Ware,., Middlefield, 
South Hadley, Goshen, Pelhmn, Hatfield a'nd Anlherst,,in 
the county of Hampshire, shall form one district, and 
choose one Senator. 

The county of PIYlTIOuth shall fonn one district, and 
choose two Senators. 

The counties of Bristol and Norfolk shall fornl one 
district, and choose four Senators. 

The county of Barnstable shall form one district, and 
choose one Senator. 

'The counties of Dukes' county and Nantucket, shall 
fonn one district, and choose one Senator. , 

1'he towns of W Ol'cester, Mendon, Brookfield, Oxford" 
Charlton, Sutton, Spencer, New Braintree, 'lV estborough, 
Uxbridge, Northbridge, Sturbridge, Hard\vick, 'VVestern~ 
Douglas, GraftOjl, Petershaln, Upton, Dudley, Ward~ 
Milford, Dana and Barre, in the county of Worcester, 
shall form one district, and choose two Senators. 

The towns of Lancaster, Rutland, Oakham, Hubbards­
tQn, Southborough" Northborough, Lunenburg, Fitch­
burg, Harvard, Bolton, Berlin, LeOlninster, Holden, 
Royalston, Westminster, Athol, Templeton, Princeton, 
Ashbul'nhalll, Paxton, Sterling, Boylston, Gardner, Gerry, 
West Boylston, Shrewsbury, Winchendon and Leicester, 
iil the county of Worcester, shall fonn one district, and 
choose two, Senators. 

The county of Franklin shall form one district, and 
choose one Senator. 

The county of Berkshire shall fornl one district" and 
choose two Senators. 

( 
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The county of York shaH fonn one district, and choose 
two Senators. 

The cQunties ofCunlberland and Oxford shall fornl 
one district, alld choose three Senators~ 

The counties of Lincoln, . Hancock and Wa:shington, 
shall form one distmct, and choose three Senators. 

The counties of K.ennebeck and Somerset, shall [ornl 
one district, and choose two Senators. 

[This act passeclllth l i'ebruary, 1812.J 

An Act authorising the sale of the School Land in the town 
of Baldwin, in the county of Cumberland. 

SE c. ]. BE it enacted by t1le Senate and HOllse of 
Represelltativesin General Court assembled, and by the 
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al:thority of the same, \bat J?siah Peirce, Esq. Richard Ti'ustees ap­
FItch, DavId Potter, EphranTI Bacheldor, and Joseph pointed. 

Richardson, be, and they are hereby appointed trustees, to 
sell the School Lands in the town of Baldwin, and to put 
out at interest the monies arising fron1 such sale, in rnanner 
hereinafter tuentioned, and for that purpose. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees 
be, and they are hereby inco'rporated into a body politic, 
by the nalne of The Trustees of the School Fund in the Incol'poraa 

town of ~aldwin, in the county of Cumberland, and they ted. 

and their successors shall be and continue a body politic 
and corporate by that nalTIe forever; and they may sue 
and be sued in all actions, real, personal and mixed, and 
prosecute and defend the sanle to final judgment and exe-
cution, by the name aforesaid. 

SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, "fhat the said trustees 
and their successors, shall and m.ay annually elect a Pres- Empnwered 
ident and Clerk to record the doings and transactions of to elect offia 

I 'h . . d '1" • eel's. ' t le trustees at t elr meetmgs, an a.!. reasuter to receIve 
and apply the tllonies hereinafter Inentioned, as herein-
after directed. 

SE c. 4. Be it jitrther enacted, That the number of b' 
h . b 1 fi Num eriLm· trustees, s all not at anyone time, . e more t lan ve, nor ited. 

less than three; any three of their ntllnber to constitute a 
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quorutn for transacting business, and they shall and may 
fronl tim~ to time fill up vacancies in their number, which 

Vacancies may happen by death, resignation or otherwise, from the 
supplied. inhabitants of said town, and shall also have power to re­

move any of their nUluber, who ll"luy becOlne unfit and 
incapable, from age, infirmity, Inisconduct, or any other 
cause, of discharging their duty, and to supply a vacancy 
so made by a new choice from the town aforesaid; and 
the said trustees shall annually hold a tneeting in March 

Time of 
meeting. 

or April, and as nluch oftener as nlay be found necessary 
to transact their necessary business, which meetings, 
after the first, shall be called in such way anel manner, as 
the trustees shall hereafter direct. 

SE c. 5. Be it further enacted, That said trustees be, 
Trustees and they are hereby authorised, to sell and convey in fee 
empowered simple, all the school lands belonging to said town of 
to sell. Baldwin, and to nlake, execute and acknowledge a good 

and sufficient deed or deeds thereof, which deed or deeds, 
subscribed by the f1allle of their Treasurer, by direction 
of said tru~tees, with their seal th~reto affixed, shall be 
good and effectual in law to pass and convey the fce siln­
pIe from said town to the purchaser, to all intents and 
pllrposes whatever. 

SE C. 6. Be it jitrther enacted, That the nlonies arising 
Monies red frolD the sale of said lands shall be put at illterest as soon 
ceiyed and as rnav be, and secured bv lTIOrtgage of real estate to the 
appropria. J J 

ted. full value of the estate sold, or by two or more sufficient 
sureties with the principal; unless said trustees shall 
think proper to in vest the Salne in bank stock of this 
Conl'monwealth, which they may do. 

SE C. 7. Be it jilrtizer enacted, That said trustees shall 
Trus~ees to annually apply the interest arising frot11 the fund aforesaid, 
be dlrected. 1 f 1 l' • . d . h d to t le support 0 SC 100 S 1I1 Sal town, Itl sue wayan 

manner as the inhabitants thereof in legal town meeting 
shall direct. And it shall never be in I the power of said 
town to alienate, or any wise alter the fund aforesaid. 

SEC. 8. Be itjitrther enacted, That the Clerk of said 
corporation shall. be sworn, previous to his entering on 
the duties of his office, and the Treasurer of the trustees 

Treasurer hi' b . h . 
to give S a I gIve ond faIt fully to perform Ius duty, conforma-
bond. bly to the true intent and nleaning of this act, and foraH 

negligence or misconduct of any kind in his office. 
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SE c. 9. Be it further enacted, That the trustees or 
their officers, for any service they may perform, shall be 
entitled to no compensation, out of any money arising Officers 

from the fund aforesaid, but if entitled to any, shall have c.ompensa-

d . h f 'd b 11 tlOn. an reGeiVe t e sanle 0 sal town as filay e luutua y 
agreed on. 

SE C. 10. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees 
and their successors shall exhibit to the town, at their Trustees 

annual meeting in March or April, a regular and fair dil:e~ted to 

statement of their doings, and said trustees, and each of eXlbltt ac-
. . coun s annu-

theIn, shall be responsIble to the town, for theIr personal ally. 

negligence, or misconduct, whether they be officers or 
not, and liable to a suit, for any loss or dalnage arising 
thereby, the debt or dall1age recovered in such suit to be 
for the use aforesaid. 

SEC. 11. Be it further enacted, That Josiah Pierce First meet­
Esq. be, and he hereby is, authorised to fix the tilne and ing directed; 

place for holding the first meeting of said trustees and to 
noti(y each trustee thereof. 

[This act passed Ilth February, 1812.] 

------~----. ------------------

CHi\P. XCIX. 

An Act to establish a Corporation by the name of ~rhe 
Trustees of the Baptist Selninary in West Springfield. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That there be, and hereby is es­
tablished, in the town of West Springfield, in the courHy 
of Halnpshire, ::t literary seminary by the nan1e of The Seminary e:;~ 
Baptist Seminary in 'iV est Springfield, for the purpose of tablished. 

promoting piety and virtue and for the education of youth 
in such languages, and in such of the liberal arts and sci-
ences, as the trustees thereof shall from time to ti me 
judge the most useful and expedient, for the purposes of 
the said institution, and as they ll1ay accordingly order 
and direct. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the number of the 
said trustees shall never be nlore than fifteen, nor less 
than nine, five of whom shall be a quorum for doing 
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business, and the said trustees, who are by this act cre­
ated a corporation, shall be, and hereby are dec~ared to 

Trustees in. have perpetual .succession with all the powers and privi­
corporated. leges incident and usually given to and exercised, and 

enjoyed by other institutions of the like nature and pur .. 
pose. And the said corporation may have and use a 
COlnnlon seal, subject to change or alteration when they 
see cause; and all deeds or other instruments shall be 
sealed with said seal, and when signed, sealed, executed, 
acknowledged and delivered, by the Treasurer of the said' 
corporation, shall be binding on the said corporation, and 
shall be good and valid in law. 

SEC. 3. Be. it further enacted, That the said trustees 
EmP1owel'ffied shall have power to elect by ballot, a Secretary, and Treas-
to e ect ° - d k h h . f ffi eel's. urer, an to rna ~e suc ot er appomtments 0 0 weI'S, and 

of the principal and subordinate instructors, in the said 
seminary, as they may frOln time to time judge necessary; 
to fix the tenure of their respective offices, and to define 
their several powers and duties, to vacate the place of any 
trustee, officer, or instructor, when in their opinion, by 
reason of age, resignation, ITliscondllct, or other cause, he 
has beCOllle incapable of discharging the duties of his 
office; an,d to fill all vacancies which Inay so happen, to 
fix the times and places for the meetings of the said cor­
poration, and the nl0de of notifying the members, and to 
prescribe and establish such reasonable statutes and by­
laws, as will best promote and cultivate a tenlper of sub­
ordination, and a ju~t and mild government, in the said 

Proviso. seminary, and to annex reasonable penalties, for neglect 
of duty, or a breach of the laws: Provided hOVJever, That 
such statutes and by-laws, shall never be repugnant to the 
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That all the nlonies, 
lands, or other property already su bscribed, or which may 

Monies re- be hereafter given, assigned, or transferred to the said 
ceived and trustees, for the use of the said institution, shall be re .. 
:~d.ropria- ceived and held by them and their successors in office, in 

trust; and the said trustees, in behalf of said seluinary, 
may also receive and hold in fee-simple, by gift, grant, 
demise, bequest or otherwise, any land, or other estate, 
real or personal, provided'the annual income thereof shall 
not exceed the sum of fifteen thousand dollars; and the 
sa.id trustees may sell and dispose of the sanle, and apply 
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the rents and profits thereof in sllch way as they may 
judge will be the most productive to the general interests 
of the said institution, and the promotion of literat,ure. 
And the said trustees, in their. corporate capacity, at'e 
hereby made capable in law to sue imd be sued, in all 
actions real, personal, or ,1111xed, and to prosecute and de­
fend the saine to final judgluent· and execution, by the 
name of The Trustees of the Baptist Senlinary in VVest 
Springfield. 
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That Benjanlin 
Basset, Asahil Chapin, Stephen Chapin, Samuel Gill, 
Austin Goodyear, Benjamin Hastings, Caleb I-Iumeston'T 
"I'h T] d N h WI" d h . l'tlstees ap" DOlas d.anc, an oa 0 cot, be, an t ey hereby pointed. 

are appointed and declared to be the first and present 
trustees of the said seminary~ ,And any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of Hampshire is hereby authorized, 
upon application therefor, to issue a warrant, directed to Justice to is­
one of the before named trustees, requiring him to notify sue warrant. 

and. warn a meeting of the said trustees, at such convenient 
time and place, as shall be expressed in said warrant, to 
organize the said seminary, by the election and appoint-
ment of its officers. . 

[This act passed 11th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. C. 

An Act to annex Isaac ¥lalker and Joshua Brewer, with 
their fmnilies and estates, to the town ~f Tyringham. 

BE it enacted by the Senate. and House of 
Representatives in General Court' assenibled, and by the 
authority of the same, That Isaac VV~alker and Joshua 
Brewer, inhabitants of the town of New Marlborough, Persons set 
with their polls and estates, be, and they hereby are set off to other 

off from the said town of New Marlborough, and annexed town. 

to the town of Tyringham, in the county of Berkshire, as 
described within the following limits, viz. Beginning -at 
the north.east corner of the said town of New :l\1arlbo-
rough, thence southerly on the line of Sandisfield, one 
hundred and fifty rods, to a stake and stones; thence north, 
fifty degrees west, two hundred and ~ourteen rods, to a 
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Persons in­
cdrpol'ated. 

May hold 
estate. 

MERINO WOOL FACTORY. Feb~ 13, 1812. 

stake and stones upon the line between New Marlborough 
and Tyringhanl; thence one hundred and seventy-six 
rods to the bounds first tnentioned. 

[rrhis act passed lIth .li'ebruary, 1812.] 

CHAP. CI. 

An Act to incorporate Larned Corbin and others, by the 
name of The Merino Wool Factory Company. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority qfthe same, 'fhat Larned Corbin, Jepthah Bacon, 
Aaron 'fufts, Phinehas Bemis, and William Larned, to­
gether with such others as may hereafter associate with 
them, their successors and assigns, be, and they are hereby 
made a corporation, by the name of The Merino Wool Fac­
tory Company, for the purpose of manufacturing wool and 
cotton in the town of Dudley, in the county of Worcester, 
and for the purpose aforesaid, shall have all the powers 
and privileges, and shall also be subject to all the duties 
and requirements prescribed and contained in an act en­
titled, "An Act defining the general powers of nlanufac­
tu ring corporations," passed the third day of March 
eighteen hundred ,and nine. I 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said corpora­
tion, in their corporate capacity, shall and may lawfully 
hold and possess real estate not exceeding fifty thousand 
dollars, and personal estate not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars, as may be necessary and convenient for 
carrying on the manufactory of wool and cotton in their 
various branches in said town of Dudley. 

[This act passed 13th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. ClI. 

}\.n Act defining the duties of Sheriffs~ Coroners and 
Constables in certain ca.ses. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, 'fhat when any person imprisoned 
for debt, or any other canse, shall die in any county of 
this Comm0l1wealth, it shall be the duty of the Sheriff or 
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deputy Gaoler to deliver the body of such deceased per.;. Deacl bodies 
son to his relatiOl'lS Of friends, if they shall request it. A.nel not attacb~~ 
if no application be made for such body, it shall be the ~e by wrIt 

du ty of the Sheriff, or deputy Gaoler, t9 bury the same in c. 
the .COln~non burying ground, and the expenses thereof 
shall be paid by the town in which such person had a le-
gal settlement, if such person had been an inhabitant of 
this Conlmonwealth, otherwise the expenses aforesaid 
shall be paid out of the treasury of this Commonwealth. 

SE c" 2. Be it further enacted, That if any Sheriff, 
Coroner, or Constable shall take the body of any deceased 
person, by virtue of any writ on rnesne process or exe­
cution, upon conviction of such offence before the Su-

J d· . 1 'c ." h ··'C· . C f C Fine for the prenle II lela ourt, or t e If CUlt . aurt 0 ammon same. 
Pleas, within the county in which such offence shall have 
been committed, he shall be fined not nlore than fi ve hun~ 
dr-ed dollar:3, or imprisoned for a tilne not exceeding six. 
tTIonths. 

[This act passed 13th Ii'ebruary, 1812.] 

CHAP. CIlIa 

An Act to establish a Cotton and "'lool Factory Como 
pany in the town of Frankfort. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
'Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That .Alexander lVlil1iken, Seth Pel'sons in. 
Kempton, Abner Bicknell, George Hight, Thomas corpol'ated. 

Uun 
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'Vhittier, Isaac Milliken, and Davis vVasgatt, together 
with such others as may hereafter associate with them, 
and their successors and assigns, be, and they hereby 
are made a corporation, by the name of The Frankfort 
Cotton and vVool Factory Company, for the purpose of 
n1anufacturing cotton and wool in the said town of Frank­
fort, in the county of Hancock, and for this purpose shall 
have all the powers and privileges, and shall also be sub­
ject to all the duties, requirernents and disabilities pre­
scribed and containe d in an act, entitled, ".l\n act de­
fining the general po~ers and duties of rnanufacturing 
'corporations," 'passed the third clay of March, eighteen 
hundred and nine. ~ 

SE C. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said proprie .. 

E 
' d tors, in tlleir corporate capacity, shall, and nlay lawfully 

mpowere h d J. h 
to hold old an possess, real estate not exceedmg twenty t ou .. 
estate. san'd dollars, and personal estate not exceeding one hun­

dred thousand dollars, for carrying on the manufacture of 
wool and cotton, in the said town of Frankfort. 

Preamble. 

Treasurer's 
duty. 

[This act passed 13th February, 1812.] 

CAAP. CIV. 

An Act making further allowance to the Judge of Probate 
for the county of Kennebeck, for his services. 

WHEREAS the allowance to the Judge of 
Probate, for the county of Kennebeck, as by law estab~ 
lished, proves to be an inadequate compensation~ for his 
services in that office. , 

BE it enacted bY,lhe Senate and House if Representa­
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, 1'hat from and after the passing of this act, the 
Treasurer of the county of Kennebeck, be, and he is hereby 
authorised and directed to pay the said J lldge of Probate 
for the time being, such sum as together with the fees of 
office shall be equal to four hundred dollars per annum" 
provided that the said Judge shall keep an account of all 
fees, by hinl taken, in said office, and shall present said 
account attested by the Register of Probate, to the Tl'eas~ 
Ul'er of said county, at the end of each year. 

[This act passed 13th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. ev. 
An Act subjecting the real estate of Banking Corpora. 

tions to be taken in execution, and sold at public 
auction, for the payment of their debts. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by ~he 
authority of the same, 'That from and after the passing of 
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this act, the lands, tenements or hereditaments of any f 
b k · . 1 . Property 0 an already ll1corporated, or "",I11ch may lereafter be 111- banking cor .. 
COl'porated by law, may be taken in execution, and sold at poi'ation 

hI ' d hI' h b'd 1 d . h maybe taken pU IC ven ue to t e JIg est 1 (er; an 111 every suc for debt, 
case, the officer who shall levy such execution shall be 
impo'vvered to e'xecute to the purchaser a good deed or 
deeds of any such lands, tenements or hereditmuents, 
having first given notice of the tilne and place of sale, at 
least fourteen days previous thereto, in two or nlore pub-
lic places, in the town or place where snch lands or tene-
Inents lie, as also in two adjacent towns; and all deeds 
and cpnveyances of any such lands, tenenlents or heredi-
tanlents duly executed as aforesaid, shall be good anel 
effectual in law to transfer to the purchaser, his heirs and 
assigns forever, all the rig'ht, title and interest therein, 
which belonged to said corporation; any law, usage or 
custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the officer who 
lTIay levy any such execution, shall be authorjsed and em- Officers' 

powered to adjourn the vendue fi'om time to time, not duty. 

exceeding seven days at anyone time, until the sale of 
such real estate shall be completed. 

[This act passed 13th Februar!b 1812.] 
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CIIAP. CVI. 

An Act to an1end an act, entitled, "An a9t to establish 
the Fifteenth l\1assachusetts Turnpike Corporation." 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by lite Senate and I-louse of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority oj'the same, 1'hat from and after the paF:ising 
of this act, so llluch of the said Fifteenth IVIassachusetts 

. .. '"rurnpike road, as lies north of where the said turnpike 
Tm'nplke d . 1 dId' f G B roa.d disCOll- roa lnt~rsects t le county roa ea 1llg 1'0111 reat ar d 

tinued. rington to Stockbridge in the county of Berkshire, being 
about three fourths of a Inile in length, be, and hereby is 
discontinued, and the proprietors of the said Fifteenth 
Massachusetts Turnpike road be, and they hereby are 
exempted and released from keeping the said three 
fourths of a mile, of the said turnpike road in repair, any 
thing in the aforesaid act of incorporation to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And it is also hereby further provided, 
'That the toll gates and the rates of toll, at the said gates, 
as established by the act aforesaid, shall be, and continue 
the same, as are allowed, in and by the act aforesaid. 

SE c. 2. And be it fitrther enacted, . That the discontin­
Shall not uance aforesaid, shall in no manner affect any county road 
affect other already laid out and established upon that part of said 
roads; turnpike road discontinued as aforesaid; but any county 

road heretofore laid out, shall be, and relnain a county 
road in future, in the same manner it would have done if 
the act establishing said turnpike corporatiOl,;1 had not 
been passed. 

[This act pal)sed 13th F~bruary, 1812.] 
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iCI-IAP. eVIl. 

An Act in addition to an act, passed the twenty-sixth 
day of February 1811, entItled, "An act to, establish 
the Baptist Society of Newbury and Newburyport. 

-BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority qfthe same, l'hat the proprietors of the 111eeting 
house of The Baptist Society in Newbury and Newburv-

.;. w Pl'opl'ieto1'S 
port be, and they hereby are authorIsed and el11pOVFered authorised 

to sell and convey by private contract or public auction to sell. 

as they n1ay think expedient, the "valls of said meeting 
house, and the land under and adjoining the same, be-
longing' to the said proprietors, and to apply the proceeds 
thereof in such 111anner as the said proprietors may think 
proper; and a deed of the prenlises aforesaid, executed 

. by sllch person or persons, as by the vote of a legal pro­
prietors' meeting Inay be appointed for such purpose, and 
duly acknowledged and recorded, shall be good and suffi­
cient in law, to convey the said land and walls} and to pass 
the title thereof in fee simple to the purchaser. 

[This act passed 13th .February, 1812.J 

CHAP. eVIIl. 

An Act to authorise the sale of the Ministerial and School 
Lands in the town of New Sharon, and to incorporate 
certain persons by the nan1e of The Trustees of the 
MInisterial and School Funds in the town of ~~ ew 
Sharon. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That A.bel'Baker, Samut:I Bradley, Pel'sons in­

Christopher Dyer, ThoD1as Fields, Daniel Gould, and corporateu. 

Francis Mayhew, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Pfrustees to sell the Ministerial and School Lands. hi Lhe 
said town of New Sharon, in the county of Kem~t:Leek;> 
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and to put out at interest the monies arising frotn such 
sale, in the lnanner hereinafter directed. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the trustees be. 
fore nanled be, and they are hereby incorporated into a 
body politic, by the name,~of The Trustees of the Minis­

Trustees terial and School Funds in the town of New Sharon, 
empowered and that they and their successors shall be, and continue 

a body politic and corporate forever, and they shall 
have and use a common seal, subject to alteration at their 
plea'sure. And by the name aforesaid they tuay sue and 
be sued, in all actions, real, personal, and lnixed, and 
prosecute and defend the same to final judgment and exe .. 
cution. 

SEC. 3. Be itfurtlzer enacted, "rhat the inhabitants of 
the said town 0fNew Sharon, who are qualified to vote in 
town affairs, shall at their annual town meetings for the 

~llOice of of. choice of officers, have the privileg'e to elect three persons, 
TIcers. as associates with the beforenamed trustees, and after the 

said corporation shall be duly organized, according to the 
provisions of this act, one of the three associates, chosen 
as aforesaid, shall annually retire by lot, and the vacancy 
so made shall be supplied by a new election, so that one 
new nlen'iber of the said corporation may be elected an-
nually forever. . 

SE c. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees 
and their successors shall annuallY elect a President and 
a Clerk, to record the doings of the said trustees, and a 

Fr~sbten~ 1'reasurer to receive and apply the 1110nies herein men­
h~w ch~s~n. tioned, as hereafter directed, and any other needful offi. 

cers for the better managing their business, and all such 
elections shall be by written votes. 

SEC. 5. Be it jitrtlzer enacted, That the nunlber of 
trustees shall never exceed nine, nor be less than six, any 
five of whom may be a quorum for doing business, and 
they shall have power from time to time, to fill up vae-an-

Trustees to cies in their number, which may happen by death, resig­
.supp}y va- nation, or otherwise, and they shall also have power to 
canCles. f h . b h f . fi . remove anyone 0 t elr num er, w 0, rotn age, In rmlty, 

misconduct, or any other cause, lllay become unfit or un ... 
able to discharge his duty, and to supply the vacancy so 
nlade by a new choice, frOtn the inhabitants of the said 
town. And the said trustees shall hold a lueeting annually 
in March, and oftener when it Jnay be found necessary, to 
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perform their business, which said meeting, after the first, 
shall be notified and called, in sllch way and lnanner as 
the trustees at any meeting may direct. 
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SEC. 6. Be it ji/,rther enacted, rrhat the said trustees 
be, and they are hereby authorised to sell and convey the Tl'tulste.es d 

.• . ." au 10 rIse 
mllllstenal and school lands belongIng to the saId town to sell. 

of New Sharon, and to ll1ake, execute, and acknowledge 
a good and sufficient deed or deeds thereof, which deed or 
deeds shall be subscribed by the Treasurer and counter­
signed by the Clerk, with the seal affixed, shall be good 
and effectual in law to convey the fee sinlple frOln the 
said town to the purchaser. 

SE c. 7. Be it jitrther enacted, That all monies arising 
from the sale of the said ministerial and school lands, in Empowered 

th "d f N 8h h 11 b to use funds, e sm town 0 'ew aron, s a e put to use, as SOOI1 

as may be, and secured by l110rtgage on real estate, to the 
full value of the property sold, or money loaned, or by 
two or more sureties, with the principal, unless the trus-
tees shall think it rl10re expedient to invest the same in 
public funded securities, or bank stock, at their discretion. 

SE c. 8. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the said fund shall give bonds to the acceptance of the Tre~sul'el' 
said trustees faithfully to perform his duty, and to be at t~;d~e 
all times responsible for the faithful application and ex pen- . 
diture of the monies which may CaIne into his hands, con­
formably to the true intent and meaning of this act, and 
for all negligence or misconduct of any kind in his said 
office: and the Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful dis-
charge of his duty. 

SE c. 9. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the said trustees to keep distinct accounts of the 
lnonies accruing from the sale of the said school lands, 
fr~l~ those of the minist~rial land~, and of the interest Dutv of 

ansmg therefrom respectIvely; whIch accounts they and trustee!::. 
their successors in office shall exhibit to the town, at their 
annual meeting in March or April; and the said trustees 
shall be entitled to no compensation frOln the funds afore-
said, but a reasonable cOinpensation Inay be Inade to them, 
the Treasurer, or other officers, by the town, at their 
discretion. 

SE c. 10. Be it further enacted, That the interest ac­
cruing on the nlonies, coming from the sale of the said 
ministerial lands shall be appro,Priated for the support of 
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the gospellninistry in the said town of l'I ew Sharon: and 
the interest accruing on the monies cOlning from the 

Monies re-· sale of the said school lands shall be apI)ropriated for the 
ceivcd and . • 
appl'opria- support of instructIOn in public free schools In the said 
ted. to,vn. And it shall never be in the power of the said 

town, to alienate or alter the appropriation of the said 
funds, provided in this act. 

SE c. 11. Be itfurther enacted, That the said trustees, 
and each of them, severallv,shall be responsible to the town. 

Twstees for their persOlial mi sconduct or neglect, whether they be 
responsible. officers or not, and liable to prosecution for any loss or 

damag~ to the said funds arising thereby, and the debt or 
damage recovered in such suit, shall be considered as be­
longing' to the said funds, and applied accordingly. 

SEC. 12. Be itfurtherenacted, rrhat any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of K.ennebeck, upon application 

Justice to is- therefor is hereby authorised to issue a warrant to one of 
Sue warrant. 1 ' b .c d ..] . 'f' d t le trustees . elore nalne , reqlllnng. UIn to notl y an 

warn the first Ineeting of the said trustees at such conveni­
ent tilne and place, as shall be appointed in the said war­
rant, to organize the said corporation, by the election and 
appointment of its officers. . 

[This act passed 13th Febr'uary, 1812.] 

CHAP. CIX. 

An Act to incorporate a nunlber of persons by the name 
of The First Baptist Society in Salisbury. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled and by the 
authority of the same, That Daniel Barnard, Joseph 

Persons in- Boardman, Thomas Boardlnan, Thomas Boardman jun. 
corporated. Stephen Brown, Aaron Clough. Jacob Currier, Benjamin 

Currier, Richard Currier, Jacob Flanders jun. Joseph 
Fland.ers, .lVloses Flanders 3d, Nathan Flanders, ~J.!nnet 
Flanders, Smnnel FoUensbe, Ezekiel Fowler, Daniel 
Fowler, Thomas Frost, Moses Gill, Williarl1 Goodridge, 
Henry Goodwin jun. Philip Gould, Allen ,Greeley, Moses 
Greeley, Stephen Greeley, William Huntington jU116 

Eliphalet Lowell) Jonathan Martin) Henry M~xfield, 
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Abrahall1 l\10rrill jun. David l'vIorriH, David Morrill juno 
Samuel Morrill, John Morrill, Jonathan lVlorrill, Brad­
bury Morrill, William lVlorrill, Benjamin Morrill, James 
Quimby, Nathaniel Ring, Jeremiah Sawyer, Jabez True, 
Salnuel A. Tucker, James 1"'ucker; and Philip \V adleigh~ 
with their fanlilies and estates, together with such as 111ay 
hereafter associate with them, and their successors, be, 
and they hereby are incorporated and established as a 

. distinct religious society, by the.natne of The First Hap;. 
tist Society in Salisbury; \vith all the powers and privi­
leges, usually exercised and eI~oyed by other religious 
societies, according to .the com>titution and laws of this 
Comlnonwealth. 

SE C. 2. Be it furtller enacted, That any pers()n be;.. 
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longing to any other religious society in the said town of... ' .~ f' 
S I, b 1 A / bId' ". I' n{ethoa 0 ~ IS ury ane , lne? ury, w:o may. eSlre ,to JOlil In re 1- becoming; r., 

glons fellowsillp wIth the sard ,BaptIst socIety, and doth member. 

declare such desire and intention in \vritipg to the minister, 
elder, committee, or clerk thereof, fifteen days at least 
prior to the annual meeting, and receive a certificate of 
ITlembel"ship signed by the said minister, elder, commit-
tee, or clerk, that he or she has actually become a n1elll-
ber of, and"doth statedly and constantly unite in religious 
:worship with the s8id Baptist society in Salisbury, such 
person" from the date of such certificate, shall b ~ consid;., 
'cred with his or her polls and estate as a melnber of the 
said Baptist society, provided always tbat every person so 
joining the said Baptist society, shall give like notice of 
his intention to the committee or clerk. of the society 

frOlll which such person luay secede. 
, SEC. 3. Be it fitrther enacted, That when any inem-
her of the said Baptist society Inay see cause to leave the 1\1ui111el' of 

s,ame, and to unite in religious worship with any other leaving. 

religious society in the said towns of Amesbury or Salis-
bury, and doth declare such desire and intention in 'vri-
ting to the minister, elder, committee, or clerk of such 
other society, fifteen days at least prior to the anpual 
,meeting thereof; and if such person doth receive a G~hifi-
catc of Inembersi1ip, signed by the minister, elder/ C01U-
11littee, .or clerk, such person fr01n the date of such cer~ 
tificate, with his or her polls and estate, shall be considered 
a nlcmber of the said society. Provided !zowever, That in 
every case of secession froDl one society and joining a11.- Proviso, 

'\tV w'v 
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other, in the manner provided by this act, such person 
.shall be holden to pay his or her tax or proportion of all 
assessments or other pecuniary pnrish charges assessed 
and not paid before 'such secession. . 

SE C. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of :Essex is hereby authorised, upon 

Justice to is- application therefor, to issue a warrant directed· toa 
sue warrant. nlember of the said Baptist society, requiring hilll to no­

tify and warn a lneeting thereof, at such convenient tin1f~ 
and place, as Inay be appointed in the said warrant, to 
organize the said society by the appointment of its 
officers. 

Act 
repealed. 

[This act passed 17th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. ex. 

An Act to exempt Nehunlkeag streanl in the town of 
Pittston, fronl the operation of all the laws for regula­
ting the fisheries in the river and county of K.ennebeyk. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the sume, T'hat the stream called Nehum. 
keag, in the town of Pittston, in the county of K.ennebeck, 
be, and. hereby is exempted from the operation of all the 
laws for the regulating the fisheries in the rivers and 
streanlS running- into the river K.ennebeck. 

[This act passed 17th February, 1812.] 

eH.A.p. ex!. 

An Act for continuing in force an act, entitled, "An act 
making a temporary alteration in the toll receivable on 
certain articles. by the Proprietors of the upper Locks 
and Canals on Connecticut river, in the county of 
Hampshire." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and llouse of 
Representatzves in General Court assembled and hy the 
authority of the $ame, That the proprietors of the upper 
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Locks and Canals on Connecticut river, in the county of 
Hampshire, be, and thev hereby are authorized to demand Propl'i~tors 

d . , ' h' f ho( 11 .. 1 autlHll'lzed an receIve erea teft e same, to , on certam artlc es pass- to receive 

ing through their works which they were authorized to toll. 

demand and receive by virtue of an act entitled, "An act 
making a temporary alteration in the toll receivable 011 

certain articles by the proprietors of the II pper Locks and 
Canals on Connecticut river in the county of Hampshire." 
Provided however, That the taU hereby authorized' to be Proviso, 
received be subject to be regulated by the General Court, 
according to the provision contained in the ~riginal act 
of incorporation, passed on the twenty-third day of Feb. 
ruary, in the year of our Lord oncthollSi.1ndseven hun. 
dred and ninet'll -two. . 

['This" act passed 17th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. eX]!. 

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the Binningham 
Factory. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House'of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority 'of the same, That Benjamin Andrews, Amos Persons ill­

Lawrence, and such other persons as may hereafter asso- corpOl'ated. 

date with them, their successorfi and assigns, be, and' 
hereby are made a corporation by the name and sty Ie of 
The Binningham Factory, for the purposes of manufac-
turing cutlery, buttons, brass and .plated furnitures, and 
various hard-wares within the town of Boston, or any 
'where within seven miles of said town, and for this pur-
pose shall have all the powers and privileges, and be sub-
ject to the duties and regulations containeq, in an act passed 
by the General Court March the third one thousand eight 
hundt"ed a,nd nine, entitled, "An act defining the general 
powers and duties of manufacturing corporations." 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That said corporatioll 
may take and hold real estate not exceeding the value of Possession. 

eighty thousand dollars,' and personal estate not exceeding ~{;,t;~~~rty 
the value of three, hundred' thousand dollars, for t~e pur~. 
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pose of establishing and carrying on the Inanufacturing of 
such wares as aforesaid. 

['This act passed 17th February, 1812. J 

CHAP. CXIlI. 

. An Act c1etenninillg the places fOf holding the Cotlrts of 
Probate, and the town in which the Register of Pro­
bate shall keep his office, within and for the county of 
Franklin. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by tlie Senate and House of 
Representatzves in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, rrhat frOlll and after the passing of 
this act, there shall be holden within and for the county 
of Franklin, in each year, a Court of Probate at the places 

Times and hereafter Inentioned, that is to say, at Greenfield eight 
h~~~i~g~Ol' times, at Charlemont twice, at vVendell hvice, and. at 

Conway twice, at such times and places in said towns as. 
the Judge of Probate, for the same county, shall appoint~ 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Register of 
Office, where Probate for said county, shall hold and keep his office in 
to he kept. the shire town of the SaIne county. 

I)ersons set 
off to othel' 
toWn. 

[This act passed 17th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXIV. 

An Act to set off that part of the estates of Samuel Carr 
and Joseph 'Vingate respectively, which is situated in 
the town of Augllsta~ fro11:l· said town, and to annex the 
same to the tow~9f 1-Iallowell, and to the first parish ill 
said Hallowell. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House· of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and. by the 
authority of the same, 'That such part of the estate of 
SalTIuel Carr, and such part of the estate of Joseph 
Wingate, as is situated in the.town of Augusta, be,.and 
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the sanle is hereby set off from the town of Augusta and 
annexed to the town of Hallowell, and to the first parish 
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in said Hallowell. Provided, That said Carr and Wingate Proviso, 

shall be holden to pay all taxes already legally assessed 
upon them respectively, in the same manlIer as if this act 
had Bot passed. 

[This act passed 17th Feb'ruary, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXV. 

An Act to extend the charter of the Worcester and FitzQ 
willianl ~rurnpike Corporation . 

. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the vVorcester and Fitzwil­
lianl 1"urnpike Corporation shall be allowed three years 
from the fifteenth day of June, one thousand 'eight hundred 
and twelve, for making and completing their said road, 
viz. fronl the north line of this Conllnol1wealth7 ilil' the 
town of Royalston, near Graves' ,1\1i11s,< so called, to. the 
dwelling'-honse of Eden-Baldwin in Templeton, near Balcl! .. 
win's lnills. 

[This act passed 17th jlebruary, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXV[ 

An Act for continuing in force an act, entitled, "An act 
Inaking a temporary alteration in the toll to be received 
by the Proprietors of the Locks and Canals on Con­
necticut river." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and. House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the proprietors of the Locks P,l'opri~torg' 

d C I C . . b d h h b authoi'lzed an ana s on onnectlCut flver e, an t ey ere yare to receive 
authorized hereafter to demand and receive the same toll toll. 

that they were authorized to demand and receive by virtue 
of the act aforesaid, passed on the eighth day of March il) 
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Proviso. 

the year of our ,Lord one thousand eight hundred and five, 
and entitled, "An act makinga'temporary alteration in 
the toll to be received by the proi)rietors of the Locks and, 
Canals on Connecticut river. Provided ;/zowever, That 
the said toll be subject to be regulated by the General 
Court according to the provision for that- purpose made,­
and contained in the original act of their incorporation. 

[This act pa~sed 17th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXVII. 

An Act to alter the name and title of an act passed Feb. 
ruary 24, 1810, incorporating Timothy Burbank and 
others by the name of The Agawam Cotton, Woollen, 
and Linen Manufactory. " 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

Name alter- authority of the same, ,That frOt11 and after the passing of 
ed. this act, the corporation aforesaid shall be allowed to take 

the name of The Agawam Manufacturing Company, and 
by that name shall hereafter be known instead of the aforea 
said name. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That all acts, engage. 
Former law ments, proluises, anq. things heretofore done or entered 
~inding. into by said corporation, shall be as binding on the same 

as though this act had never been passed, any thing in the 
original act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 18th l/ebruary, 1812. J 
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CHAP. CXVIII. 

An Act to repeal the second section of an act, entitled, 
" An act in addition to an act, in explanation of an act, 
entitled, An act in addition to an act, passed in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty­
one; entitled; An act to enable the,1'rustees appointed 
in His Majesty's High COllrt of Chancery to purchase 
houses and lands, and to improve the same for perpet­
uating the charity of the Honorable Edward Hopkins 
Esq. more effectually to secure the interest of their 
several tenants _ in possession of their Hopkinton and 
Upton lands, and the revenue of those lands to the 
College and Grammar School at Cambridge, according 
to the true intent of all parties, at the first settlement of 
that town." 

, BE itl enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the second section of the act 
entitled, "An .aet in addition to an act, in explanation of 
an act, entitled, An act in addition to an act, passed in' the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty. 
one, entitled, An act to, enable. the 'Trustees appointed in 
His Majesty's High Court of Chancery to purchase houses 
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and lands, and to ilnprove the same for perpetuating the Act 
charity of the Honorable Edward Hopkins Esq. more repealed, 

effectually to secure the interest .of their several tenants in 
possession of their Hopkinton and Upton lands, and the 
revenue of those lands to the College and Gralnmar School 
at Cambridge, according to the true intent of all parties, 
at the first settlement of that town," be, and the same is 
hereby repealed. 

[This act passed 18th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP .. CXIX. 

An Act to incorporate the Truste'es of the l\linisterial 
Fund in the town of \Vatertown. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
,Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority qf the same, That Jonas ,,\rhite, Levi Tha:xter; 

Persons in- Nathaniel R. vVhitney, lohnFowle, and Peter Clark, be~ 
borporated. ,and they hereby are constituted and nlade a body politic 

and corporate, by the name of The r-rrustees of the W a~ 
tertown Ministerial Fund,: and they and their successors 
in office, shall by that name continue to be a body politic 
and corporate forever. And the said corporation sheill 
have power to have and use a COlnmon seal, subject to 
alteration when they see cause; and shaH also be capable 
in law as a corporation, to sue and be sued, in any action~ 

'real, personal, or mixed, and prosecute and defend the 
sanle, to final judgment and execution, and nlay also pur­
sue and oppose, settle and adjust, as well out of, as in any 
court of justice, all clainls and demands in favour of,or 
against theln in their said capacity, in such way and luan .. 
ner as they may think expedient. 

SE C. 2. Be it jilrtlzer enacted, That the said trustees, 
I>i>" as soon hereafter as Inay be, and forever hereafter; in the 
l.l'ustees • • 
empowered. Inonth of lVIarch or AprIl annually, shall elect one of theIr 

number as Presiden~, and whene,'er the said office shall 
become vacant, by death, resignation, or otherwise; and 
shall also in the said month df March or April annually, 
elect a Clerk, and whenever the office of Clerk shall be 
vacant, whose duty it shall be to record the doings and 
proceedings of the said trustees at their regular meetings, 
in a book or books to be kept for that purpose: and the 
said trustees shall annlmlly in said months of March or 
April, and at all other tinles, when one shall be wanting; 
choose a 1'reasurer to receh:e all tnonies and other prop.;. 
erty, and to keep and apply the ~ame, as is hereinafter 
directed. And every Clerk and Treasurer, before enter­
ing upon his said office, shall be sworn, to the faithful dis;;. 
charge of the duties thereof, and a record thereof shall be 
entered in the books of-the corporation. 
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SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, That the number of the 
said trustees shall not exceed seven, nor be less than five, 
a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum for doing 
business~: and they Inay from time to time remove any 
of their "number, who shall become unfit or incapable, 
through age~ infinnity, misconduct, or any other 
cause, of discharging his duty; and they shall within ten 
days after such rerrlOval, or after any vacancy shall hap­
pen, by death, resignation, or otherwise, give information 
thereof to the selectlnen of said to'Nll, and the town at a 
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legal meeting n1ay fill up such vacancy or vacancies Trustees to 
. l' 1 1 ~ h' fi . . d b supply va-WIt un t 1ree mont 15 alter suc 111 ormatIOn receIve : ut cancies. 

if such vacancy or vacancies shall not be filled by said 
town within three months, then the reinaining trustees may 
proceed to supply such vacancy from the inhabitants of the 
said town. And the said trustees shall annually in the 
1110nth5 of March or April, hold a Ineeting to transact 
their business, and as much oftener as they Iuay think 
propcr. . 

SE c. 4. Be it further enacted That it shall be; and it 
is hereby made the du ty of the said trustees and their suc-

d . 11 I .. . 1 Authorized cessors to use, manage an nnprove a t 1e nUlllstena to improve 
lands of said town, except that now occupied by the Rev. lands. 

Richard Rosewell Elliot, in snch way and manner as in 
their discretion and juclgmentwill best obt;:tin and secure 
the end of their iQcorporation: and also to Inanage and 
improve all such estate, real, personal, or nlixeci, as may 
hereafter come to thern in their said corporate capacity, 
by gift, grant, devise, or otherwise, by operation of law, 
and which they are hereby made capable of receiving and 
holding in their said corporate capacity; and they arc also 
hereby authorized and empowered to lease, sell, or convey, 
in fee silnple, or otherwise, all or any part of said Ininiste .. 
rialland, or, any other property which may hereafter con1~ 
to them, in their said capacity, and for that purpose to 
TIlake, execute; and acknowledge any good and sufficient 
deed or deeds thereof, which deed or deeds when signed 
by the Presjdent, and countersigned by the T'reasurer, 
and sealed with their COlnnlOl1 seal, shall bind the said 
corporation and be valid in law, to convey such land or 
other property to the purchaser, according to the condi-
tions and meaning of such instrument. 

X x x 
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SEC. 5. Be it furtlzer enacted, That the said trustees 
and their successors in office be, and they hereby are au~ 
thorized and empowered, at the expense of said town of 

~~~~~\~~~.ed. Watertown, to establish and make any road, street, lane, 
and passage ways upon and over any part of such land, as 
they no'w hold, OlJ lllUY hereafter hold, in their said corpo­
rate capacity, and the same to alter or discontinue, as they 
may think proper: Provided, they do not thereby infringe 
or ilnpair the rights of any individufll, who may hereafter 
become interested in the same lands, or of any other per­
son whatever. 

SEC. 6. Be it jitrther enacted, That all nl0ney cOIning 
l\ronies l'€- to. the said trustees; in their corporate cal)acity, shall be 
ceived and 
appl'opria- loaned on interest, and secured by the bond or note of the 
ted. borrower with sufficient sureties, or by his bond 01' note, 

with mortgage on real estate, to double the aillount of the 
sum loaned, or they may invest all, or any part of said 
lTIOlley, in public funded securities, or bank stock, as they 
may judge best; and whenever the annual interest or in­
come of said nlinisterial fund, whether real or personal 

I estate, shall amount to the stun of two hundred dollars t 

and upwards, the same shall be applied toward the sup­
port of the lllin,ister of said town, in such manner as said 
town nlay direct; and whenever the said interest or income 
shall amount to a SU1TI more than sufficient to pay the sal­
ary of the said nlinister, the surplus, thereof shall be added 
to the principal of the said fund, unless otherwise appro~ 
priated by said town; and the said town shall never have 
power to alienate, alter, or diminish the principal of said 
fund, or to change the appropriation thereof from the 
support of the luinister of the said town. 

SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said Treas­
urer, before entering upon his said office, shall give to the 

~:~~~~~~: to said trustees and their successors, his bond, with good 
and sufficient sureties, in such sum as the said trustees shall 
require, for the faithful discharge of the duties of his said 
office, and the ,said Treasurer shall be the receiver of all 
monies and effects due} owing, or coming to said trustees, 
and he shall have the care and custody of all the money, 
effects, and all obligations, securities, and evidences of 
properiy belonging to the said trustees, to be accountable 
therefor, and shall render a fair and regular account of all 
his doin~s, and of the property and effects in his hands" 
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'Whenever the said trustees shall require it, and shall dis­
pose of the same, as they shall order and direct, and shall 
deliver over to his successor in the same office, as soon as 
may be, all the books and papers, property, and evidences, 
of property, in his hands, in good order and condit~on. 

SEC. 8. Be it fi,lJ'ther enacted, That the said trus1ees Trustees 

and their successors shall be liable to the said town !'eSDOJlsible. 

of Watertown, in their own private property and persons, 
for any negligence Dr ulisconduct in their said capacity as 
trustees. Provided however, 1~hat no one of theln shall be Proviso. 

so liable, who shall n1ake it appear, that such negligence 
-or mi~conduct did not in any way arise or happen through 
his own personal agency or olnission, and the remedy of 
said town, shall be by an action of trespass on the case: 
.and the said trustees and their successors shall in each 
a.nd every year, in the months of March or "'-~pril, at the 
annual meeting' of said town,exhibit a fair statelnent of their 
proceedings and of the state of the funds under their nlan­
agelnent : and the said trustees, or others, for any services 
performed on the behalf of the said funds, shall not receive 
any conlpensation therefrom, but such allowance may be 
made to them, from time to tilne, as the said town may see 
cause, and order accordingly. 

SEC. 9. Be it fitrther enacted, That any Justice of 
the Peace for the county of LVJiddlesex is hereby author. J- t' t' 
. d 1" 1 r . 1 . d' us lee 0 IS­lze ,upon app Icatlon t lerClor, to Issue lIS warrant, 1- sne warrant. 

rected to one of the trustees before named, requiring' 
him to notify and warn the first meeting of the said trus-
tees, at such convenient tinle and place as shall be ex· 
l)ressed in said warrant, to organize the said corporation, 
by the appointlnent of its officers. 

[This act passed 18th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXX . 

. A.n .Act to incorporate 'rhe Castine Mechanic Assoo 
ci;;ttion. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That James Scot, and all those Pel'sons iU4 
who have associated or may hereafter associate \vith him, corporated, 
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be, and they are hereby incorporated and made a body 
pC5litic, by the name of The Castine Mechanic Associa.,. 
tion, and by that name shall be known in law, and shall 
be capable of suing- and being sued, and shall have power 
to have and keep a COllllllon seal, to nlake by-laws for the 
election of the~r nlembers and officers, the collection of 
assessments, the regulation of their 111eetings, and the ap~ 
propriations of their funds, for charitable llses, but shall 
not have po"ver to nlake by-laws, or regulations, for any 
other purpose whatever. 

SE C. 2. Be it furtlzer enacted, That the said corpora­
May hold tion shall have power, and shall be capable in law, to pur­
estate. chase, have, hold, use, possess, retain, and enjoy in fee­

simple or otherwise, any personal or real estate, within 
this ComtTIonwealth, not exceeding' the value of fifteen 
thousand dollars in real estate, and fifteen thousand dol­
lars in personal estate, and the same to sell, alien, and dis., 
pose of at pleasure. 

SEC. 3. Be itji-trtlzer enacted, That the annual inconle 
Aplll'opt'ia- of sai~ c?rporatio~, shall only be employed for the F:urpose 
tion of annu- of rehevmg the dIstresses of unfortunate mechanICS and 
al income. their families, to pr01llote inventions and inlprovements 

in the mechanic arts, by grantingpremiullls for said in­
ventions and illlprovenlents, and to assist young n1echanics 
with loans of monev. 

SE c. 4. Be it ji;rtlzer enacted, That the said corpora­
tion shall be, and continue for, and during the ternl of ten 

Limitation. years, unless the Legislature shall within that time see fit 
to dissolve the sarnc. 

SEC. 5. Be it furtlze?" enacted, That James Scot be, 
and he is hereby authorized and etnpowered to call the 
first meeting of said corporation, by giving notice of the 

:-~:~ing. time and place thereof, by posting up written notices, in 
Castine and Penobscot, thirty days at least before the 
time of such Ineeting~ 

[This act passed 18th .F'eurual'Y, 1812.] 
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CtIAP. CXXI. 

An Act to annex John N uting, and others, to the town of 
Alllherst. 

SEG. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and lIouse ql 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the land belonging to the 
town of Hadley, with the inhabitants thereon contained, 
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within the boundaries hereafter mentioned and described, . 
. ' b .. I h f A h Boundarles to WIt, cgInnmg at t le sout .. west corner 0 m erst, fixed. 

thence running the course of the west line of said ,Am-
l1erst, southerly until it intersects the north line of South 
Hadley; thence easterly by the north line 0f said South 
lIadley and Granby to the line of Belchertown; thence 
northerly by said Belchertown line to the south-east corner 
of said Amherst; thence by the southerly line of said Am-
herst to the first mentioned corner or bound, be, and 
hereby are set off from the said town of Hadley, and an-
nexed to the said town of Amherst, and shall forever 
hereafter be considered as belonging thereto. Provided p . 
~evertheless, rfhat the said John N uting, and others, shali l'OVlSO, 

pay their proportionable part of all taxes, which are 
already assessed or Ievie~ on the said town of Hadley, in 
like Inanner as though thIS act had not passed. ' 

SE c. 2 . .And be it further enacted, That in all State 
taxes, which shall hereafter be granted until a new vaIn,. 
ation shall be settled, one fortieth part of the taxes which 
would have been set to the said town of Hadley, accord­
ing to the valuation adopted at the present session of the 
General Court, shall be taken therefrom, and set to the 
said town of Amherst. 
- [This act passed 18th February, 1812.J 

/ 
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BRIDGE~. ,Peb. IE, 1812~ 

CHAP. CXXII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to incof= 
porate certain persons for the purpose of building a 
bridge over Gonnecticut river, between Sunderland and 
Deerfield, in the county of Halupshire." 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assemOled, and by the 
autlzority if the same, That the Proprietors of the Sun. 
derland bridge be, and they hereby are authorized and 
empowered to purchase and hold in their corporate capa­
city, such real estate, not exceeding in value two thousand 
dollars, as may be necessary to enable them to carry into 
effect the act to which this is in addition. 

[This act passed 18th .February, 1812.] 

CHAPo CXXIIL 

An Act to authorize and empower Benjanlin Goodhue 
and others, or any, or either of thenl his associates, to 
build a bridge over the North river, in the town of 
Danvers, or to widen and repair a Dam at 1'rask's oliUs, 
(so called) in the town of Danvers, and for other pur .. 
poses. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the sm;ne, That from and after the passing of 

Persons in~ this act, Benjaluin Goodhue, and others his associates, or 
corpol'ated. any, or either of them, be, and they hereby are authorized 

and empowered to build a bridge over the North river, in 
the town of Danvers, at, or near a place called Trask's 
mills, in the town of Danvers, or to widen and repair the 
Dlill-dam at Trask's mills, so called, in Danvers~ Pro­
vided, That the said Goodhue and others his associates, 
or any or either of them, who shall build the said bridge, 
or widen and repair said dam, shall do the same at their 
sole expense, and keep the same in repair, and open, and 
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free from all obstructions to the public. Provided also, Proviso. 
That they first obtain the consent of the owner or o\vnerS 
of said nlills and dam, and do not infringe the rights of the 
owner, or owners of said tnill-dam, and that neither of the 
towns of Salem or Danvers shall ever be held to pay, or 
to be at any charge or expense in the building of the said 
bridge, or widening and repairing said dam, or keeping 
either of them in repair. . 

[This act passed 18th Feb,'ruary, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXXIVo 

An Act to establish the town of Dearborn in the county 
ef Kennebeck. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and HOllse of 
Rehresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the T . r . . own meOI'd 
authorzty of the same, That the plantatIOn heretofore called pOl'ated. 

West Pond, in the county of Kennebeck, as contained in 
the following described boundaries, shall be, and hereby 
is established a town, by the name of Dearborn, viz. east-
erly by the town of Waterville, southerly by the town of Boun~aries 
Belgrade, westerly by the town of Rome, and northerly by descrlbed. 

the south line of the county of Somerset. A.nd the inhab-
itants of the said town of Dearborn are hereby vested with 
all the powers and privileges, and subject to the like duties 
and requisitions of other incorporated towns, according to 
the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That any Justice 
of the Peace for the· county of Kennebeck is hereby J t'. . 

h . d 1"' he' us Ice to IS~ aut onze , upon app IcatlOl1 t erel0f, to Issue a warrant, sue warrant. 
directed to a freeholder and inhabitant of the said town of 
Dearborn, requiring him to notify and warn the freehold-
ers thereof, to meet at such convenient time and place as 
shall be appointed in the said warrant, fOf the choice of 
such officers as towns are by law required to choose at their 
~mnual town meetings. 

[This act passed 22d February~ 1812. J. 
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CHAP. CXXV. 

An act to establish the town of KingviUe, in the county 
of Kenne beck. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the township numbered four 
iiI the first rang'e of townships, north of the W aldo ~atent, 

_ . and in the county of Kennebeck; contained within the 
Town mcor • .r I-I . d 'I db d" , h h ' h b' 1 pOi'ated, 10 OWIng escn Je oun anes, WIt t e In a Itants t lere-

on, shall be, and hereby is established a town, by the nalne 
of King'ville, viz. easterly by the town of Dixlnbnt, south .. 
edy by the north line of of the Waldo Patent to the town 

Boundaries of U uity, westerly by the said town of Unity, and north. 
described. erly by the township numbered five in the secondrange. 

And the inhabitants of the said town of Kingville are 
hereby vested with all the powers and privileges and sub. 
ject to the like duties and requisitions of other towns, 
according to the constitution and laws of this Common~ 
wealth. And the whole of the said town of Kingville be, 
and hereby is annexed to the county of Kennebeck .. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of Kennebeck is hereby authorized, 

Justice to is- upon application therefor, to issue a warrant directed to 
sue warrant. f h ld d' I b' f h 'd f K' 'II a ree 0 er an In la 'Itant 0 t e sal town 0 mgVI e, 

requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof, 
to meet at such convenient time and place as shall be 
appointed in the said warrant, for the choice of such officers 
as towns are by law required to choose at their annual 
town meetings. . 

[This act passed 22d :February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. CXXVI. 

An Act to establish The First U ni versal Society in 
Salisbury. 
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, SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That Jonathan Morrill, Jonathan Persons in. 

Morrill jun. Jacob MorrilJ, Henry Morrill jun. Ephraim corporated. 

Brown, Aaron Osgood, Peter Osgood, John Osgood jun. 
Richard Osgood, Philip Colby, Eliphalet Wadleigh, 
Ephraim B. Wadleigh, Enoch'VVadleigh, Enoch Currier, 
Ezekiel Currier, David Currier jun. Ebenezer Jackson, 
Joseph Jewell, Benjamin Joy, Moses Carter, John P. 
Sweatt, German Senter5 John Sanborn, Thomas Sanborn, 
Jonathan King, Isaac Knap jun. John Blasdell, Lowell 
Bagley, Stephen H. Bagley, Jacob Gale, Jonathan French~ 
Edmund Barnard, Tinl0thy Collins, Winthrop Collins, 
Daniel Curtis, William Davis, 'Villiam Dennett, Isaac 
Chandler, Sargent Moody, John Hoyt, Thomas Hoyt jun •. 
Edmund Sargent, "Villianl Nichols, Moses Nichols jun. 
Joseph Tuxbury, Samuel Hoyt, Bagley Carter, Nathaniel 
Wyer, Ebenezer Whitnlore, John Bayley jun. Benjamin 
F. Russell, Enoch Smith, Joseph Hoyt jun. and John 
Eutler, with their families and estates, be, and they hereby 
are incorporated as a distinct religious society, by the 
llame of The First Universal Society in Salisbury, for 
religious purposes only, and / as such shall have all the 
powers and privileges of other religious societies, accord-
ing to the constitution and laws of this Comnlonwealth. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person whQ 
may desire to join in religious worship, and to become a 
Inember of the said Universal Society, shall have liberty 
so to do, by giving notice of such desire and intention in M h d f 
writing to the clerk of the society where such person has be~~~in~ a 

formerly attended on public worship, and also a copy of member. 

the said notice in writing to the clerk of the said Universal 
Society, fifteen days previous to the annuallneeting, and 
such person, from the date aforesaid, with his or her polls 
and estate, shall be considered a member of the said. U ni. 
versal society. 

Yyy 
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SEc.3. Be it further enacted, '"rhat when any member-
of the said UnIversal society shall see cause to leave the 

Manner of same, and to unite with any other religious society, the 
leaving. like notice and process shall be made and· given,. mutatis 

mutandis, as is prescribed in the second section of this 
act. Provided always, That in every case of secession 
fronl one society and joining to another, the person so secedo 

Pi'oviso. 

ing shall be holdelo1, in law, to pay his or her proportion of 
all parochial expenses assessed and not paid prior to leav~ 
ing the said society.. c, 

SE c. 4. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of Essex is hereby authorized to 

Justice to is- issue a warrant directed to a luember of the said Uni:. 
sue wart'ant. IS' " I . 'f d h fi ' versa OClcty" reql1U'lOg 11m to notl y an warn t erst 

meeting of the said society, to meet at such convenient 
time and place as shall be expressed in the saiel warrant, 
for the choice of such officers~ as religi!?us societies. are 
~ccustOlued to choose and appoint at dleir annual lneet~ 
logS. 

[This act passed 22d February., 1812.] 

CHAP. CXXVII. 

An Act to establish a Town by the nalne of Brewer., 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy. the 
authority, qf the same, 'That the towIl,of Orrington, in the 

Townincor- county of Hancock, laying' on the east side of Penobscot 
porated. river,- be divided, and that the northerly part thereof, 

(commonly known by the name of K.napp'& square,) with 
the inhabitants thereon, be incorporated into a town by thft 
l1ame of Brewer, by the following bounds, viz. beginning 
at Nichols' rock{so called} on the easterly bank of Penob;. 
scot river, being the COrn€f bounds behveen said, O.rring~ 
ton and Eddington;. thence south forty-eight degrees.east 

:Boundaries to the easteHy corner of said Orrington; thence south 
described, • 

forty-two degrees west on the back line of said town SIX 
miles, or to the south~easterly corner of lot number eigh~ 
teen in the third di vision of lands in said town; thenc€ 
north forty -eight degrees west to, the head of the fronL 
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'lots; thence by the head of the front lots to the north line 
of the widow Priscilla Brastow's lot; thence by the north 
line of said lot to the river; thence as the said river runs 
to the first mentioned bonnd, eKcepting three acres of land 
deeded by government to Jonathan Eddy Esq. And that 
the said town is hereby vested with the powers, privileges, 
and immunities which other towns do or may enjoy by the 
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 
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SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That any J tlstice 
of the Peace for the county of Hancock be, and he is hereby Justice to is­
authorized to issue his warrant directed to a freeholder and SUCWal'l'ant, 

inhabitant of said town of Brewer, to notify the inhab-
itants of said town to nleet at such convenient tilne and 
place as shall be appointed in said warrant, to choose such 
officers as towns are by law required to choose at their 
annual town l11eetings. 

[This act passed 22d February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXXVIII. 

An .l\ct in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to estab­
lish a Corporation by the BaIne of The Granville Turn­
pike Corporation," passed the twentieth of June, one 
thousand eight hundted and nine. 

SE c. 1. BE it e,nacted by the Senate and House of 
RejJresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority if the same, That the said Granville Turnpike 
Corporation may, and they hereby are authorized to make COl'pOl:ation 

said road eighteen feet in width, instead of twenty-four feet, authorIzed. 

as by the said act they were required, any law, llsage, or 
ellstonl to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Committee c . 
. . ommlttee 

that shall be appOInted to accegt SaId road, shall also be authorized, 

§l.uthorized to appoint the place for erecting the gate. 
[This act passed 22d February, 1812.J 
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CHAP. CXXIX. 

An Act to regulate the fishery in the town of 'Vest Caln~ 
bridge, and to empower said to",,'11 to dispose of the 
privjlege of taking the fish calJed shad and alewives 
lvithin the lilnits thereof~ 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority qf the same, That the said town of West Cam-

Town to b "d h' II I' 1 . . M h A"1 choose com- n ge s a at t leu' annua meetUlg In . arc or pn 
ll1ittee. choose a committee not exceeding seven, nor less than 

three, freeholders of said town, who shall be swprn to the 
faithful discharge of the duty enjoined upon them by this 
act, and also the act to prevent the destruction of shad ailld 
akwives in Mystic river (so called) within the towns of 
Canlbridge, Charlestown, and Medford. And it shall be, 
and it hereby is Inade the duty of the said Conllllittee to 

their dut.y. cause the natural course of the rivers and streams to be 
kept open and without obstruction during the whole ~ea­
son the said fish pass up or down said rivers or streanlS 2 

and to remove any such obstructions as lUUY be found 
therein. And the said conlmittee, or any two of them, 
paying or tendering a reasonable sum, if delnanded, shall 
have authority in discharging the duties enjoined upon 
them by this act, to go on the lands of any person bound~ 
~ng on said rivers or stremns without being considered 
trespassers; and any person who shall nlolest or hinder 

Fel19,lty. 
said committee, or either of them, in the execution of their 
duty ~ he or they so offendipg shall forfeit, for every such 
offence, a sum not exceeding ten dollars, nor less than two 
dollars, at the discretion of the Justice before whom the 
same shall be tried; and it shall be the duty of the said ~om~ 
mittee to prosecute all breaches of this act; and for either 
of thenl to. seize and detain in custody any net or seine 
found in the rivers or streaIllS c()ntrary t9 the true intent 
and meaning of this act, until the persons so offending 
make satisfaction for his offence, Qr is legally acquitted 
therefrOln; and also to seize to the use of the town all such 
~sh as they may suspect ilave been taken contrary to the 
provisions of this act~ 401ess the person in possessioq. CqIl 
,: ~ 1 
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give satisfactory evidence to the cOlnmittee that such fish 
lvere lawfully taken. 

SEC. 2. Be itfurther enacted, That it shall and 111ay be 
lawful for the town of West Cambridge, annually, at any 
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legal meeting of the inhabitants of said town, to sell or ~own may 

otherwise disp~se o.f the privilege of takil:g the fish called ~~!~~:~'eo!f 
~had and aleWIves 10 any of the ponds, rIvers, or streams taking fish: 

issuing therefrom, within the limits of said tOWIl, so far as 
said town bo'unds on both sides of said rivers and streams, 
at such times only as is already provided by law to prevent 
the destruction of shad and alewives in Mystic river (so 
called) and the emolllnlents arising from the said privilege 
shall be appropriated, by the said town, to Stl ch purposes 
as the inhabitants thereof may in town meeting from tilue 
to time detenuine. 

SE c. 3. Be it ./itrther ~nacted, That if the purchaser or 
purchasers, manager or managers, or those employed by 
them, shall presume to take any of said fishat any other place 
than the said town shall appoint, and if any other person or 
persons whatever, excep~ the p~tchaser or purchasers, nmn- Penalty fOf 
~ger or lllanagers, of SaId pnvIlege, or those employed by taking; fisq 

them, do presulne to take any of the said fish in the said fontrary tq' 

ponds, rivers, or streams within the town of West Canl- aw, 

bridge, otherwise than luay be allowed by said town, he 
or they, so offending, shall for each offence forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding thirteen dollars, nor less than two 
dollars, at the discret~on of the Justice before whonl the 
same shall be tried. 

SE c. 4. And be it further enacted, That the penalties 
incurred by any breach of this act shall be recovered by 
an action on tbe case, before any Justice of the Peace for breach of. 
within sai¢! county of Middlesex, allowing an appeal to the law, how re­

Circuit Court of Common pleas of said co'unty; and all coYel'etl. 

sums of money recovered as forfeited by this act, shall be 
for the support of the poor of sa~d town; and no person 
by reason of his being one of the fish committee, aforesaid 
or an inhabitant of the said town, shall be thereby disqual-
ified fr0111 being a witness in any prosecution for a breach 
Qf this act . 
. , [This act passed 2~d ji'ebruary, l~l~. J 
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CHAP. CXXX. 

An Act to establish the Town of Fairhaven. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives ill General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, 'That the easterly part of New 
Bedford, in the county of Bristol, as decribed within the 

TOWIl incor. following bounds, with the inhabitants thereon, be, and 
pOl'ated. they are hereby incorporated into a separate town, by the 
. name of Fairhaven, viz. beginning at the mouth of Acucha 

not river; thence northerly by said river nntil it comes to 
the north side of a bridge at the head qf said river; thence, 
westerly by the north side of the h,ighway to Swift's cor­
ner (so called); thence northerly by the easterly side of the 
highway which leads to Rounswell's furnace until it comes 

Boundaries to Freetown line; thence easterly by the line of said Free­
described. town till it comes to Peaked Rock (so called) in the north­

east corner of the town of New Bedford; thence south­
erly by Rochester line till it comes to Buzzard's Bay; 
thence by said Bay to the first mentioned bound. And 
the said town of Fairhaven is hereby vested with all the 
powers, privileges, rights, and immunities, and subject to 
all the duties and requisitions to which other towns are 
entitled and subjected by the constitution and laws of this 
COlnmonwealth. 

SEC. 2. Be it furtker enacted, That of all state and 
Hold~n to county taxes which shall be levied and required of said 
~~l~~~~~~s. towns, previous to a new valuation, the said town of Fair­

have!! shall pay three tenth parts thereof. 
SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, 'That all the expenses 

arising for the support of the poor of said town of New­
To support Bedford? with which it is now chargeable, together with 
~OOl'. such poor as have removed out of said town prior to this act 

of incorporation, but who may hereafter be lawfully re­
turned to said town for support, shall be divided bet\veen 
the two towns in proportion to the taxes which they are 
liable to pay respectively, according to this act. 

SEC. 4. Be it further enacted, That John Hawes Esq. 
'Warrant to 
b~ issued. be, and he is hereby authorized to issue his warrant, di~ 

rected to some suitable inhabitant of Fairhaven, requiring 
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him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof, qualified to 
vote for town officers, to meet at such convenient time and 
place as shall be expressed in his said warrant, to choose 
all such officers as towns are by law authorized to choose 
in the months of March or April annually_ And that the 
said· John Hawes Esq. be, and he hereby is authorized and 
empowered to preside at said meeting during the election 
of a moderator, and to exercise all the powers, and do all 
the duties which town clerks by law have and do per­
form in the elections of 111oderators of town meetings. 

[This act passed 22d February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXXXI. 

An Act to establish the 'rown of South Reading. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatzves in General Court assembled, and by the 
authorzty of the same, rrhat all that tract or parcel of land 
with the inhabitants thereon, which is within the bounds 
of, and known by the name of the first or sou tll parish in 
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Reading, in the county of Middlesex, as the same has 
heretofore been bounded and described, be, and the same Town incol'~ 
is hereby incorporated and established as a town, by the porated. 

na'me of South Reading, and the said town is hereby vested 
with all the powers and privileges, and also subject to 
all the duties and requisitions of other towns, according 
to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SE c. 20 Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of 
3aid town of South Reading shall be holden to pay all Holden to 

State, town and county taxes, which have been assessed pay taxe8, 

upon them, prior to the passing of this act, and they shall 
also be holden to contribute and pay to the town of Reading, 
their just proportion of all debts, no\v actually due and 
owing by that town, and the said town of South Reading 
shall also be holden to support as nearly as may be its 
due proportion of all paupers who are now supported by 
said town of Read~, whether the same be in whole or 
part so supported, and after the organization of South 
Reading, sllch proportion <;>f paupers shall be delivered to 
the overseers of that tOWl} to be, supported, and maintained 
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by thenl accordingly. And in case any person not resi~ 
dent in Reading, but having a legal settlement therein; 
shall hereafter be returned to that town for support, in 
case such person derives his settleluent from any person 
who has heretofore resided in that territory,now established 
as South Reading, then and in such case~ such poor per..;, 
son shall be returned to, andfibe liable to be 11laintained by 
South Reading, provided that such town shall in no case 
be chargeable with .the support of any paupers who would 
not have been chargeable to said town of Reading. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of the 

J t ' t· , Peace for the county of Middlesex is hereby authorized, 
us Ice 0 IS· 1" hr' . 

sue warrant, upon app lcaiIon t erelor, to Issue a warrant dIrected to a 
freeholder and inhabitant of said town of South Reading; 
requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof~ 
to meet at such convenient time and place, as shall be ap­
pointed in the warrant, to choose such officers as towns 
are by law empowered and required to choose at their an­
nual town 11leeting. Provided, that the said town of South 
Reading shall be holden, until the further order of the Leg.;, 
islature, to pay to the town of Reading; such proportion, if 
any, of the expenses of maintaining the bridges and cause­
ways over Ipswich river, within said town, as a commit. 
tee of the Court of Sessions for said county shall deter. 
mine, and said Court of Sessions are hereby authorized; 
on the application of either of the inhabitants of Reading 
or South Reading, fronl time to time, to appoint a com­
mittee for the above purpose, whose report, Iuade to and 
accepted by said court, shall be binding on the said 
towns. 

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXXXII. 

An Act regulating the annual allowance to the J u~ge ?f 
Probate for the county of Hancock, for his serVlceS,ln 
said office. 

WHEREAS the fees of the Judge of Pro­
bate for the county of Hancock, as by law established, 
prove to be an inadequate cOlupensation in that office. 
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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That the Treasurer of the county of Hancock TreaSl~l'el' 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to pay the a.uthorlzed. 

said Judge of Probate for the tilne being, such sum, as, 
together with the said fees, shall be equal to two hundred 
and fifty dollars annually. Provided, that the said Judge p . 
shall keep an account of all the fees by hiln taken in said rOVlS1). 

offic~, and shaH present such account, attested by the Reg-
ister of Probate, to the Treasurer of said county~ at the end 
of each year. 

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXXXIII. 

An Act to establish the Town of Phillips~ In the county 
of Somerset. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the township number three., . 
on the Sandy river, commonly called Curvo, in the county ~o~;~l'~~~d. 
of Somerset, as described within the following boundaries, -" 
with the inhabitants thereon, be, and hereby are incorpo-
rated into a town, by the nan1e of Phillips, viz. beginning 
at a hemlock tree, standing in the west line of the Bounda.rie~ 
township granted to the sufferers of Portland, and at the fixeg. 

northeasterly corner of township nu mber two; thence run-
ning south seventy-five degrees west, six miles two hun-
dred and thirty -four rods, to a beach tree; thence running 
north ten degrees west, four miles one hundred and 
ninety-four rods, to a hemlock tree; thence running north 
seventy degrees east, by Conlmonwealth' s land, six miles 
and one hundred and ninety rods, to a hemlock tree 
standing in the south line of the million acres, sold to 
William Bingham Esq. ; thence running east on the line-
last mentioned, three hundred. anel si~ty-five rods, to a 
maple tree; thence running south by the township granted 
to the sufferers of Portland, five Iniles and a quarter, to the 
bounds first luentiQned. And the said town of Phillips 

Z zz 
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is hereby vested with all the powers and privileges, and 
shall also be 'subject to all the duties and requisitions, to 
which other towns are entitled or subjected to, by the 
constitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SE C. 2. And be it fitrther enacted, That any Justice of 
Justice to is- the Peace, for the county of Sonlerset is, hereby authori~ 
sue wal'rant. zed to issue a warrant, directed to some inhabitant of the 

said town of Phillips, requiring hinl to notify and warn 
the inhabitants thereof to meet at such convenient tin1e 
and place as shall be appointed in said warrant, for the 
choice of such officers as towns are by law required tQ 
choose at their annual town meetings. ' 

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXXXIV. 

An Act to annex John Harris to the Third Parish in Roxu 
bury. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House cif 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, T'hat John Harris of Brookline, 

La.nd set off'. and one acre of land with the buildings thereon, for paro. 
chial purposes only, be, and hereby are set off from the 
town of Brookline, and annexed to the third parish in 
Roxbury, there to do the duties, and enjoy the privileges 

Pl'OYiso. of a parishioner. Provided, the said John Harris shall be 
holden to pay all arrears of assessments, and all other par-­
ish charges, due and unpaid at the passing of this act. 

, . [This act passed 25th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. CXXXV. 

An Act to empower the inhabitants of the First Parish in 
Bath to raise money for parochial purposes, by taxing 
the pews in their meeting-house. 

SE C. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate an.d House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority rif the same, 'rhat the inhabitants of the first 
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parish in the town of Bath, in the county of Lincoln, be, Inhabitants 
and they hereby are empowered to raise the whole, or any empowered. 

part of any Stl m of money 'which the said inhabitants may 
hereafter vote to raise for the purpose of repairing and fin-
ishing their n1eeting-house, paying their minister's salary, 
and paying the debts and incidental charges of said parish, 
by a tax on the pews which now are, or which lllay here-
after be erected in the new meeting .. house, belonging to 
said parish, and that the said inhabitants, at their Ineet-
ing in March or April annually, shall detennine whether 
they will raise the whok an10unt voted by theln by such 
a tax, and if not the whole, what proportion they will so 
raise, and if they shall detennine to raise a part only by 
sllch tax, then the remainder shall be raised by an assess-
ment on the polls and estates of said parish as heretofore" 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the equit­
able apportionment of the taxes to be assessed on said pews, 
the inhabitants of said parish shall cause a valuation 
t.hereof, to be n1ade by a committee, to be chosen bv thelYl Committee 

• . . ". to make val· 
.for that purpose, anel the report of that commIttee, statmg nation. 

the nUlnber and value of said pews, shall, when accepted, 
be binding on all persons interested for the purposes of 
taxation as aforesaid, until a new valuation shall in like 
Inanner be illade and accepte(L And the sums voted to 
be raised on said pews, from time to time, shall be assessed 
and apportioned thereon by the assessors, for the time 
being, according to such valuation. 

SE c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the assessors of 
said parish shall nl~ke Oll t a fair list of the taxes assessed Duty of as. 
on pews according to this act, and cOlumit the said list to sessors. 

the treasurer of the parish, to receive and collect the said 
taxes; and it shall be the duty of the 'Treasurer of said 
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parish, as S'OOll aft~r receiving the said' list of taxes on 
pews as may be, to give notice thereof, by posting a copy 
of said list at the lueeting-house door, stating the number 
of each pew, and the amonnt of tax set agaillst it, with a 
notification written thereon, for all persons interested in 
said pews to pay the tax upon the sanle within thirty days 
from the date bf said notification, and if the tax on any pew 

f.ews oftde- shall not be paid to the 1~reasurer, according to his notifi­
~:~u~~ :old. cqtion as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer, 

and he is hereby empowered, to sell the pew upon which 
sllch tax, or any part thereof, shall remain unpaid, at public 
auction, to the highest bidder, and his certificate or bill of 
sale to the purchaser, recorded in the records of said parish, 
shall give to the purchaser a perfect right and title to said 
pew, and he shall afterwards be considered the lega~ own~r 

P1'DviSQ. thereof. Provided however, That the '"rreasurer, shall, 
after the expiration 'of said thirty days, give at least ten 
days notice of the time and place of such vendue, by post­
ing up one advertisement, stating the number of the pew 
to be soJd, and the amount of tax due upon it, with the time 
and place of sale,at said meeting house, a~d one other simi., 
laradvertisement at the post office in said,town. \ 

SE~. 4. And be itfurther enacted, That the assessors 
Treasurer's of said parish, for the tilne being, may order the treasurer 
duty and to receive and collect the taxes aforesaid by instalments, of 
J?ower.

0 

'\yhich It shall be the duty of the treasurer ,to give notice; but 
incase any owner or occupant shal1 neglect to pay an instal­
ment, so' that it beconle necessary to sell the pew;' the 
treasurer shall retain from the proceeds of the sale the 
whole anlount of tax assessed and due upon such pew~ 
And in case an adjournment of the sale shall appear neces­
sary to the treasurer, he nlay adjourn his sales for a time, 
not exceeding four days at atim'e, till they be cOl}lpleted ; 
and in all cases he shall pay over to the owners of pews, on 
demand, the balance in his hands arising from ,such sales, 
after deducting the taxes due, and his reasonable charge~ 
for advertising and selling the same. 

[This act passed 25th Februar:;, 1812.J 
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CHAP. CXXXVI. 

An Act autl10rizing the sale of a part of the Ministerial 
Lands in the first parish in the town of Standish. 
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SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse qf 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
auothort'ty qf the same, That Deacon Jonathan Philbrick, Trustees ap. 
Mr. Bryan Martin, Edward Thompson, I)alliel Crane jun. pointed. 

and John Sanborn, be, and they hereby are appointed trus-
tees, to sell and dispose of all the Ministerial Lands be. 
longing to said parish, except the thirty acre lot, whereon 
the m,eeting.,.house stands, and to put out at interest the 

. monies arising frOln such' sale, in Inanner hereinafter 
nlentioned.., 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said tru~tees 
be, and they are hereby incorporated into a body politic, Incorpora~ 
by the name of The Trustees of the Ministerial Fund in ted. 

the first parish in the town of Standish, in the county of 
Cumberland; and they and their successors shall be, and 
continue a body politic and corporate by that name for-
ever, and they shall have a COllunon seal, subject to be al-
tered at their pleasure, and they may sue, and be sued in 
all actions, real, personal, and mixed, and prosecute and' 
defend the same to final judgment and execution, by the. 
name aforesaid. And said trustees shall, and may annu-
ally elect a President, and Clerk to record the doings and 
transactions of the trustees at their meetings, and a "'l'reas-
urer to receive and apply the monies hereafter mentioned, 
as hereinafter directed. 

SEC. S. Be it further enacted, 1-'hat the fnumber of 
trustees shall not at anyone time be nlore than five, nor 
less than three, any three of their nllUlber to constitut~ a 
quonnn for transacting business, and they sh8.11, and may 
fron) time to time fill up vacancies in their nUlnber which 
may happen by death, resignation, or otherwise, fronl the 
lnembers of said first parish, and shall also have po\:ver to 
relnove any of the number who may become unfit and 
incapable, from age, infinnity, misconduct, or any other 
cause, of discharging t.heir duty, and t? supply a .vacancy ;~~~l~~sa.to 
sq made, by a new cijolce froln the parIsh aforesaId; and: cancies. 
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the said trustees shall annually hold a meeting in the 
month of March or April, and as nluch oftener as may 
be found necessary to transact their necessary business, 
which meetings after the first, shall be called in such way 
and manner as the trustees shall hereafter direct. 

SEC. 4. Be it furthe1' enacted, That said tru stees be, 
and they hereby are authorized to sell and convey, in fee 

Trustees • 1 II I .. . lId b 1· . d . I empowered. SImp e, a t le mlnIstena an s e ongmg to sal pans 1, 

(excepting the thirty acre lot, whereon the rneeting house 
stands); and to make, execute and acknowledge, a good 
and sufficient deed or deeds thereof, which deed or deeds 
subscribed by the name of their rrr~asurer, by direction of 
said trustees, with their seal thereto affixed, shall be good 
and effectual in law to pass and convey the fee simple 
from said parish to the purchasers, to all intents and pur~ 
poses whatever. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That the monies arising 
Monies re- from the sale of said lands, shall be put at interest, as soon 
ceived and as may be, arid secured by mortgage of real estate, to the 
appl'opl'ia- full value of the estate sold, or by two or m0fe sufficient 
ted. sureties, with the principal, unless the trustees shall think 

it best to invest the same in bank stock of this Common. 
wealth, which they may do. 

SE c. 6. Be it further enacted, That the interest arising 
Support of froll1 the sale of said ministerial lanus shall be annually 
minister. applied towards the support ofthenlinister,now settled in said 

parish, or which may hereafter be settled there, and so long 
as said parish shall remain without a settled minister, the 
interest aforesaid shall be put out at interest, and secured as 
aforesaid, to increase said fund, until there be are-settlement 
of a minister; and it shall never be in the power of said 
parish to alienate or any wise alter the fund aforesaid. 

SE c. 7. Be it further enacted, That the clerk of said 
trustees shall be sworn previous to his entering on the 
duties of his office, and the treasurer of the trustees shall 
gi ve bond to the said first parish, faithfully to perform his 

;~~~t~:tble. duty, to be at alL times responsible for the faithful applica­
tion and appropriation of the Inoney which may come 
into his hands, conformably to the true intent and mean­
ing of this act, and for all negligence or misconduct of any 
kind in his office. 

SE c. 8. Be it jitrtlzer enacted, 'That the trustees, for 
the services they may perform, shall be entitled to no com= 
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pensation out of any nloney arising fronl the fund afore-
said; but if entitled to any, shall have and receive the SaIne 
of the parish, as shall be mutually agreed on. And said 
trustees and their successors shall exhibit to the parish at Ti'ustees 

their annual meeting in March or ,April, a regular and fair dh:e~ted to 

f h · d ' d 'd d h f eXlblt ac-statement 0 t elr . omgs; an sal trustees an eac 0 counts annU:~ 
them, shall be responsible to the parish for their personal ally, 

Ilegligence or Inisconduct, whether they be officers or not, 
and liable to a suit for any loss or darnage arising thereby, 
the debt or damage recovered in such suit, to be for the use 
aforesaid. 

SEc.9. Be itfurther enacted, That Edward T'hOlnpson 
be, and he hereby is authorized to fix the time and place 
for holding the first meeting of the trustees, and to notify 
each trustee thereof. 

[This act passed 25th February, 1812.] 

CHAP" CXXXVII. 

An .l\ct for dividing the county of Hampshire, and erecting 
and forming the southerly part thereof into a separate 
county, by the name of Hampden. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
llepresentatzves in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the county of Haulpshire be, 
'and hereby is' divided; and the following towns, in the County 

southerly part thereof 'be, and hereby are erected and erected. 

formed into a county by the name of Hampden, that is to 
say, Springfield, Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Monson, 
Holland, Brimfield, South Brimfield, Palmer, Ludlow'T . 
West Springfield, Westfield, Montgomery, Russell, Bhm- cl~~~~.md' 
f,ord, Granville, Southwick, Tolland, and Chester, of which 
Springfield shall oe the shire town; and that all that part of 
said county of Hampshire, included within the boundaries of 
the towns before mentioned, shall be deemed and taken to 
compose the said county of Han1pden. And the inhabit-
ants of the said county of Hampden shall have, use, ex-
ercise and enjoy all such powers, rights, privileges, and_ 
in1!llunities, as by th~ con~titution and la"ys of this Com .. 
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monweal~h, other coun ties within the same have, use, ex~ 
ercise and enjoy. 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said county 
of Hampden shall belong to, and be cOluprehended within 
the Western Circuit of the Circuit Court of Common 

Court of Pleas, and that there shall be held and kept within and for 
Common said county of Hatnpden, a Circuit Court of Conlnlon 
Fleas estab. Pl . S' fi Id r 'd 1· . 1 lished. . eas, to SIt at prmg e aloresal, at, sue 1 tImes, 10 eac 1 

year, as shall be established by law; and the Justices which 
compose the Circuit Court of Cominon Pleas for the 
Western Circuit, shall have, hold, exercise, and enjoy, 
within said county of I-Iampden, all the powers which are 
given to, and are lawfully exercised by them in other 
counties within said ""'.,. estern Circuit; and all appeals from 
any judgment, order, or decree of said Circuit Court within 
said county of Hampden, shall be heard, and tried at the 
Supreme Judicial Courts hereafter to be holden, as by law 
shall be provided, within and for said county of Hanlpden. 

SE c. S. And be it jitrther enacted, T'hat all causes 
which may be pending by appeal, writ of error, certiorari, 
or otherwise, in the Suprelne Judicial Court within said 
county of Hampden, and which are by law required to be 
heard, tried, and decided upon, by three or more of the 

. .. Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall and may be 
~¥~l~~~~~~: heard, tried, and decided on by such Supreme Judicial 
Judicial Court, which is now by law to be holden annually in the 
Court, said county of Hampshire; and that writs of error, certiorari, 

and other suits, writs or processes, which by law are to 
be, heard and determined by three or more of the Justices 
of said Supreme Judicial Court, and which are brought 
and sued out, on any suits or proceedings in any of the 
courts of the said county of Hampden, or on any matters 
originating within the sanle county, Inay be brought and 
made immediately returnable to such Supreme Judicial 
Court, next to beholden at said Northampton" and by 
three or luore of the J llstices thereof, heard and deter­
mined; and all appeals fronl any order, decree, or doings 
of the Judge of Probate for the said county of Hampden, shall 
be lnade to the Supreme Judicial Court next to be holden 
at said Northampton by three or more Justices of said 
court. And the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, in 
the said county of Hanlpden, shall attend all such Supreme 
Judicial Courts to be holden at said Northampton, at 
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which three or more of the Justices thereof are required 
to attend, with all the papers in his office filed in, and 
reI~ting to any causes pending in the Suprelne Judicial 
Court in the county of Hatnpdefl, an~ in which any bills 
of exceptions are filed, or any 1110t10ns for new trials luade? 
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or in which any question is reserved for the opinion of 
such Supreme IJ udicial Court; and the said clerk, on the 
first day of the sitting of such court, and at the .opening 
thereof, shall exhibit to, and furnish the Justices thereof 
\vith a list of all such causes, and shall make and keep a 
record of the doings of the same conrt, relative to all such 
causes; and the J llstices of the saIne court may, and hereby J t' 

, us Ices 
are authorIzed to make such orders and decrees, and ren- authorized 

del' such j l1ugluents on all sLIch actions~ and 011 all appeals 
from said J ndge of Probate, as they tHight, had the sat'ne 
originated within the said county of Hanlpshire; and that 
such Suprenlc Judicial Court so to be holden at said 
N orthaInpton, as ctforesaid, for all such actions, appeals 
and other mattersJ may be holden there, as well for the 
said county of HUIl}pden as for the said county of Hamp-
shire. 

SE c. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Register of 
Deeds in the Southern District for the registering' of deeds . 
. h f H· h' d b h' 'I 1 l' . I Reglstel' III t e county 0 anlps Ire, an y t IS act Inc ue ee 111 Sale may hold hi!l 

county of :Hampden, shall continue to hold his said office office. 

during the term for which he was chosen; and after this 
act shall take effect, shall be Register, for the registering 
of all deeds and conveyances of lands,. and of executions 
levied on lands, and all other instnllnents requited by law 
to be registered for the said county of Hampden, duriag 
the term for which he was chosen for said Southern Dis-
trict, and shall thenceforward be holden to pay over to the 
Treasurer of the said county of Hampden, the duties by 
law payable on the registering of deeds and other conyey-
ances in the said registry; and shall, as soon as may be after 
a 'rreasurer of said county of Hampden shall be appointed 
or chosen, make and execute a bond to such Treasurer, 
according to the law in that beh8lf made. 

SE C I> 5. And be it jitrtlzer enacted, That all officers within Officers au., 

the said county of Hampden; having authority to comlnit thorize~l 
. "1 1 II b I' d.(' 1 f fi l'E'spectJO!!.' prIsoners to JaI , S 1a e aut 10nze , Jor tne term 0 ve Pl'isol;crs:' 

years, to commit their prisoners to the jaiA in the county of 
I-Iampshire; and all writs of execution, warrants, mittiluW,S" 

A aa a 
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-ses, and precepts of every kind, issued by lawful authority 
in said couqty of l-Iampden, or against any person in the 
sanle, and directed to any officer within said county of 
Hampden, and in which the place of commitment IS re­
qqiq:d to be, or is usually mentioned, shall be made COl1-

Jornlable to the authority hereby given to the officers 
aforesaid, during the said term, unless before the expira­
tion of said tenl1 of five years a jail shall have been erected 
within said county of I-Iampden, and by the proper court 
declared to be in a state fit for the reception and confine­
nlent of prisoners; and the keeper of said jail, at said 

DuLies of N orthalnpton, be required, at the opening of each Suprerflc 
jail keep.::]'o Judicial Court, and of each Circuit Court of Common Pleas 

in said county of I-Iampclen, to lay before the sarne a list of all 
prisoners then in his custody, and cornmitted to the said jail 
pursuant to the authority herein given; and that the keeper 
'of said jail be required to keep and detain all sLlch prison­
ers until delivered therefron1 by order or due course of law; 
and that the courts aforesaid, so to be holden in said county 

%eriff of Hampden, be, and hereby .He authorized to direct the 
~H\thorized. Sheriff of said county of Hampden, or his deputy, to take 

from said jail any prisoner committed as aforesaid to said 
jail, for allY crime C0l111uitted within said county of Hamp­
den, and hiin detain, keep and have before such courts, 
that such prisoner may be dealt with according to 13 W, or 
Inay order such prisoner to be discharged, where no cause 
of detaining him in jail exists; and that said courts, and 
any Justice of the Peace for said county of Hampden, 
~vhen imprisonment ITHfY be a part of any sentence passed 
on any person convicted of any crime, may order such per­
son to be imprisoned in the jail aforesaid, or that he there 
be detained until he pay any fine and cost imposed on hinl 
by any of said courts; and that said jail be, to all intents 
and purposes, for the term aforesaid, a jail, as well for saiel 
county of Hatnpden as for said county of l-Iampshire ; and 
that said county of Hampden be chargeable with all the 
expenses arising fronl any prisoners there committed frOlll 
said county, in the Salne ll1anner as other counties are, in 
regard to their O\<V11 jails. . 

Hesidence'of SE c. 6. And be it fitrtlwr enacted, That the Justices of 
.Justices. the Peace for the county of Hampshire, who shall, upon 

. the division of the same, reside in the county of Ham pelen, 
shall b~, and ate hereby declared to be Justices of the 
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Peace for said county of I-Iampden, dllring the tilue for 
which they were appointed and comluissioned, unless re­
moved from office, according to the provision in the con­
stitution in that respect. 

SEC. 7. And be itfurther enacted, That all assessments 
of county taxes already made, or which Inay be made in 
said county of I-Iampshire, and upon the several towns 
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therein, before this act takes effect, shall be paid to the 
Treasurer of said county of Hampshire; and the said 
Treasurer is hereby authorized to enforce the payment Tl'eaSUI'r:'r 

thereof, as well after this act takes effect as before, as in authorized. 

manner by law prescribed. 
SE c. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Clerk of 

the courts in said county of Hampden be, and hereby is 
'd d h' d' ,. l' J Clel'k reqUIre an aut onze to Issue veOlnes lor urors, to authorized 

such towns as he shall think: proper, in said county, until 
the said county shall be districted by the Court of Ses-
sions for said county, for that purpose. 

SE c. 9. And ue it further enacted, 'That whenever any 
person shall be committed to the jail in Northampton for 
not recognizing or finding sureties of the peace, pursuant 
to an order of any J llstice of the Peace for said county of 
Hdmpden, any j llstice of the Peace for said county of 
Hampshire n1ay take recognizance of -any such person, 
according to such order; and whenever any person is 
cOlnmitted to said jail on execution, by any officer in said 
county of Hampden, and wishes to tal~e the benefit of the 
law provided for those who are unable to support then1-
selves in prison, and pay prison charges, any Justice of the 
Peace for the said county of Hampsbire, and of the Quo- Justice, 

rn m, are hereby authorized to do and transact all matters uuthol'lzed. 

and things respecting such persons, that they are by law 
authorized to do, in case such person was committed by 
the Sheriff of said coullty of Ilampshire, or his Deputy. 

SE c. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Court of 
Sessions for said county of Hampden may, at the first term 
of the same, appoint some suitable person, being a free. Court l'f'lay 

holder in said county, who being duly q\~.alified according appoint 

1 1 11 b T f 'd '1 County to aw, s 1a e reasurer o· Sal county untl some person Tl'ea~urer. 
shaH be chosen and qualified in manner by law prescribed. 

SEC. II. And be it further enacted, That the said COUllty 
of Hampden shall be entitled to a share in all monies in 
the hands of the Treasurer of the county of Hampshire~ 
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and of all sums of l110ney due on taxes or other debts due 
to said county of Hampshire, according, to the taxes paid 
in the last county tax for said county, by the s~id towns in 
said county of Halnpd~n, in proportion to the' whole ta~ 
last assessed; and of other l110veable property belonging 
to said county of I-Iampshire, deducting therefrOlll all SUIns 

<iue from said county of IIampshire when this act takes 
effect. 

SE C \ 12. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 
take effect and be in force f1'0111 and after the first day of 
August next. 

[This act passed 25th J?ebruary, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXXXVIII. 

An Act to establish the Town of S.eekonk. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and I-Iouse. qf 
Representatives in General COllrt assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the westerly part of Reho­
both in the county of Bristol, as described within the fol~ 

'''' . lowine: bounds, with the inhabitants thereon, be, and thev 
J nwn InCOI'" u J 

:),~~·at~d. are hereby incorporated into a separate town, by the name 
of Seekonk, viz. Beg'inning at a rock in the line between 
the townsof Attleborough,andRehoboth whichis the north~ 
east corner boundary of the west preciHct in said Rehoboth;, 
thence south four (leg-rees yvest until itstrikes the line between 
the towns of Swanzey and said Rehoboth; thence westerly 
by Swanzey line till it strikes the line between said Reho-

r ~'l1\dnrlcs both and tl;e State of Rhode Island and Prov idence Planta­
i <.:.,cl'ibed. tions; thence following the line between the State of 

Rhode Island and Providence Plantations and said Reho­
both,till itcomes to the south-west cornerofthe town of At­
tleborough; thence easterly by the line bet\veen the towns 
of Attleborough and Rehoboth to the first m~ntioned 
bounds; and the said town of Seekonk is hereby vested 
with all the powers and privileges, rights and immunities, 
and subject to all the duties to which oth~r towns are 
entitled and subjected by the constitution or l.a,vs of thjs, 
COlllnlon wealth~ 
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SE C. 2. Be it fur#ler enacted, That of all state and 
county taxes which shall be levied and required of said 
towns, previous to a new valuation, the said town of See .. 
konk shall pay one half thereof. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That all the expenses 
arising for the support of the poor of said town 'of Re- To support 
hoboth, with which it is now chargeable, together 'with poor .. 

such poor as have renloved out of said town prior to this act 
of incorporation, but who may hereafter be lawfully re-
turned to said town for support, shall be equally divided 
between the towns of Seekonk and Rehoboth; and when 
the said town of Seekonk shall be organized, the paupers, 
whe~her the sa'me be supported in whole or in part only? 
shall be divided as nearly as lnay be, and one half of the 
number delivered over to the overseers of the poor of that 
town, to be by them in future supported. 

SEc.4. Beitfurther enact~d, rrhat Elkanah French Esq. 
be, and he is hereby authorized to issue his warrant, di- Warrant to 
rected to some suitable inhabitant of Seekonk, requiring be issued, 

him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof, qualified to 
vote for town officers, to nleet at such convenient time and 
place as shall be expressed in said warrant, to choose 
all such officers as towns are bv law authorized to choose 
in the months of March or AprIl annually. And that the 
said Elkanah French Esq. be, al~d he hereby is authorized 
and enlpowered to preside at said meeting during the elec-
tion ofa moderator, and to exercise all the powers,and todo 
all the duties which town clerks by law have and do per~ 
form in the elections of moderators of town mee_tings. 

[This act passed 26th February, 1812.] 
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Persons in. 
corporated. 

OXFORD AGRI. SOCIETY. II'eb. 27, 1812 .. 

CHAP. CXXXIX. 

An Act authorizing Judges of Probate in certain cases to 
alter the times appointed by law, for holding Probate 
Courts, and to continue any process or proceeding 
therein. 

BE it enacted by t~e Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That from and after the passing of 
this act, whenever the tilues appointed by law for holding 
any Probate Court shall be found to interfere with any 
other court, or whenever any Judge of Probate shall be 
prevented, by reason of sickness, inevitable casualty 
or other cause, from holding the same, at the time ap­
pointed by law, or whenever it shall appear to him to be 
for the general benefit or interest of. individuals, he shall 
be, and is hereby fully authorized and empowered to ap" 
point such other time for holding said court as he shall 
deelll expedient, by giving public notice thereof, or noti­
fying all concerned. And the said Probate Court shall, 
and lTIay be adj~)urned from time to time, and any process 
or proceeding therein may be -continued to such time and 
place as the said Judge lTIay order and direct, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 27th p'ebruary, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXLo 

An Act to incorporate a lltllnber of persons by the name 
of The Oxford Agricultural Society. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authorzty of the same, rrhat Robert Bradley, Stephen 
Chase, AITIOS J. Cook, Judah Dana, Philip Eastman, 
Oliver Griswold, Obadiah Kimbal, John M'Millan, 
James Osgood jun. Henry Young, Brown Osgood, 'rim­
othy Osgoud, Francis L. Whiting, together with such 
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others as may hereafter associate with them, and their 
successors, be, and they are hereby made a corporation, 
by the name of The Oxford Agricultural Society, and for 
this purpose, shall have the saIne powers and privileges, 
and be subject to the like duties and restrictions, as the 
other incorporated agricultural societies in this Common­
wealth; and the said corporation may lawfully hold and 
possess real estate not exceeding twenty thousand dollars, 
and the annual income of the personal estate shall not 
exceed two thousand dollars. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That any Justice 
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of the Peace for the county of Oxford is hereby authorized J t' t . 
• .. .; us lce 0 IS-

to Issue a warrariV~, dIrected to one of the members before sne warrant'. 

llalned, requiring him to notify and warn the first meeting 
of the said society, to be holden at sllch convenient time 
~md place as may 'be appointed in said warrant, to organize 
the said society; by the elections and appointments of its' 
officers. 

[This act pajised 27th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXLI. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to divide 
the County of Hampshire, and to constitute the north. 
erly part thereof intQ a new County by the narne of 
Franklin. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, rrhat the Justices of the Court , 
of Sessions in said county of Franklin be, and they hereby Jll~bcdeSt' l'C' 

qUire 0 
are authorized and required to hold a Court of Sessions at hold COllrt; 

Greenfield, in and for said county, on the first 'Tuesday of 
l\Iarch next, and at such other times as may be prescribed 
by law. 

SE C. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Court c t fEY 

of Sessions, at their said first term, shall and may appoint si~~~ t~ a;~' 
some suitable person being a freeholder in said county point Tl'eR:'i 

\vho,beingduly qualifi~d acc~rdingto law ,shall be Treasure; nrer" 

of said county, until some person shall be chosen and qual~ 
ified in m,lnner prescribed by In w; and shall also ,It said 
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Proviso. 

FRANKLIN. Feb. 27, 181f2o 

term divide the said, county into jury districts agreeably 
to law: Provided however~ That the veniries already is .. 
sued, or which tuay be issued by the Clerk of the Judicial 
Courts in said county before the said county shall be divi .. 
ded into such distdcts for the drawing and returning of 
jurors to attend the Circuit Court of Common Pleas' to be 
holden at Greenfield, in and for said county, on th€: second 
Monday of March next, shall be served and returned, and 
ha ve the same, effect, to all intents and purposes, as if the 
same had been issued afier the said county shall be divided 
as aforesaid. 

SE c. 3. And be it further enactedJ That the Register 
Itegistet. of Deeds in the northern district for the registering of 
:m~y hold his deeds in the late county of Hmupshire, and which, by the 
~ffice. act before recited is included in the county of Franklin, 

shall continl,le to hold his said office during the tenn for 
which he was chosen; and shall be register for the regis~ 
tering of all deeds and conveyances of land, andexequ .. 
tions levied on land, lying and baing' within the said 
county of Franklin, during the aforesaid term; and sha1l7 

from and since the second day of December last, be hol~ 
den to pay over to the Treasurer of said county of Frank­
lin, the duties by law payable on the registering of deeds 
and other conveyances in said registry; and shall, as soon 
as may be after a Treasurer of said county of Franklin 
shall be appointed or chosen, Inake and execute a bond to 
such Treasurer, according to the law in that behalf made. 

SE c. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Western 
~hire town: Circuit does, and shall, to every intent arid purpose, in­

clude the county of Franklin, and that the Justices of the 
said Circuit Court of Common Pleas shall hold their 
courts at Greenfield, within and for said county, at such 
times as may be prescribed by law. 

[,This act passed 27th February, 1812.] 
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CI:-IAP. CXLII. 

An Act to ratify an Amendment of the Constituticm of the 
United States, proposed to the Legislatures of the sev­
eral states, by a resolve of Congress, passed N ovelnber 
twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and nine. 
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WHEREAS at the secoi1d session of the 
eleventh Congress of the United States, begun and held Pl'eambl~, 
at the city of "\lashing-ton, in the district of Colulnbia, on 
Nlonday the twentYMseventh day of November, one thou~ 
s~nd eight hundred anel nine, it was resolved as follows, 
VIZ. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of RejJresentatives of 
the United States qf Anzcrica in Congress asselnbled, two 
thzrds of both houses concurring, That the fo~lowing section 
be submitted to th<6 Legislatures of the several States, 
which, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths 
of the States, shall be valid and binding as a part of the 
Constitution of the United States: 

If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, 
receive, or retain any title of nobility or honour, or shall, Amendment 

without the consent of Congress, accept and retain any Pl'opos.ecL 

present, pension, office, or emolument of any kind \vhatso-
ever, from any emperor, king', prince, or foreign power, 
such person shaH cease to be a citizen of the United 
States, and shaH be incapable of holding any office of trust 
or profit under them, Qr either of them. 

BE it there/m'e enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the said proposed amendnlent Ratified, 

be, and the same is hereby ratified, on behalf of the Com­
lTIonwealth of Massachusetts, to becmne, when ratified by 
the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, part 
of the Constitution of the United States, 

[This act passed 27th February, 1812. J 

Bbbb 
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CHAP. CXLIII. 

An Act to incorporate the Society for Theological 
Education. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assemulnl, and by the 
authority of the same, 'rhat the Rev. John Sawyer, Eli­
phaletGillett, K.iah Bayley, Jotham Sewall, Francis Brown; 
\Vil1ia111 Jenks, Asa Rand, Edward Payson, Asa LY'nlan, 

?'ersons In-
I!::&llponned. David 'I'hurstol1 t Gen. Henry Sewall, and Ammi R. 

IVlitchell, with their associates, and such others as lnay 
hereafter be elected as such, be, and they hereby are in~ 
corporated and made a body politic and corporate, by the 
'name of The Society for Theological Edu~ation, for the 
purpose of raising a fund to assist those \-\lell disposed young 
men, that are desirolls of entering into the work of the gospel 
ministry, but by a deficiency of pecuniary resources are 
llnable to prosecute a course of regular studies necessary 
to qualify them for a station so important and useful. 
\Vhich institution may continue for the term of thirty 
years fron) the passing of this act, and by that name may 
sue and he sued, plead (;\,nd be impleaded, appear, prose~ 
cute and defend to final judgment and execution, and nlay 
ha've a common seal? which they m@.y break} change, alter 
or renew at pleasure. 

SEC. 2.- Be itfurther enacted, That said institution may 
(officers, how annually choose by ballot a President, Secretary, Treasu~ 
,~Mo.sen. reI', and such nu mber of trustees as tbey nlay deem propD 

er, never less than nine, of which the President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer shall always be three, ex officio, five of 
w hom shall be necessary" to constitute a quorum, and aU 
snch other officers as are necessary to manage its con­
cerns; and in case of the death or resignation of either of 
said trustees, or other officers, said institution, at any legal 
tneeting, shall have power to fill any vacancy or vacancies 
which may so happen, and also to remove any trustee or 
other officer, \\'ho by age, infirmity, or tnisconduct, in the 
opinion of said institution ought to be removed. Provi. 
ded however, That the officers which have been already 
chosen shall continue. to hold the offices to which they 
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have been respectively elected, until others are chosen in 
their stead, agreenbly to the provisions of this act. 

SE C. S. Be it further enacted, That said institution shall Possession 

be capable of receiving and holding any estate, real or of property 

d I b I <t d' allowed~ personal, rna e to t 1em y purc 1ase, )equest, onatlOn, or 
otherwise, to be used and improved for the purposes 
aforesaid: Provided, 'The whole of the estate of said 
institution shall; not exceed the value of twenty, thousand 
dollars, and provided the persons for whom the money 
lllay be appropriated shall be of the protestant religion, 
and in the opinion of the trustees, of reputed piety, pru-
dence, and learning. 

SE c. 4. Be it jitrther enacted, That said institution Mav sen 

may sell any of their estate, real or personal, plJ.~chased or estate 

given, in such way and manner as they may thi~1k proper, 
whenever it shall be found necessary for tl-le, purposes 
aforesaid; and all n10nies arising fronl such $~~Ie shall be 
faithfully applied by the trustees for said purposes, and 
for no other ; and all deeds, conveyances, contracts, and 
other instrtlluents, duly executed, signed, and sealed by 
the Treasurer with the seal of the institution, shall be 
binding on its melubers. 

SE C. 5. Be it furthet· enacted, That said institution be, 
and hereby is authorized, at their first meeting to be holden Authorized 

under this act, by vote of a majority of the nlembers pres- to make bye 
1 d bl· 1 1 1 .. d 1 laws &c. ent, to maKe an esta IS 1 SU C 1 ru cs, regUlatIOns an )y_ ' 

laws for their government as they may judge necessary, 
subject however to revision, alteration or addition at any 
regular subsequent meeting; and may also annex reason-
able 'penalties to the breach of such rules, regulations and 
by.laws; Provided, the same be not repugnant to the 
laws of this Commonwealth. 

SE c. 6. Be it further enacted, That particular ac-
counts of the funds, donations, and dispusal thereof shall Accounts t. 
be exhibited by the Treasurer at every annual meeting, beexhibited. 

and fair entries shall be made in books to be provided 
for that purpose, of all donations made to said institution, 
and of all the real and personal estate belonging to the 
same, and said books ::;hall be brought to said annual 
meetings and there opened for the perusal and examina. 
tion of its members, and may at any time be inspected by 
a committee of the General COllrto 
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'SEC. 7. Be it further enacted, That the Rev.Asa 
Lyman shall be, and he is hereby authorized to call the { 
first meetmg of said institution, by publishing' a notifica­
tion of the time and place 'where the same shall be held, 
in one or nlore of the papers printed in Portland, fourteen 
days at least previous to said meeting. 

SEC. 8. Be it jitrtlzer enacted, That the Legislature 
shall have power at any time hereafter to alter, amend, or 
wholly repeal this act, whenever in their opinion the pub­
lic good filay require it. 

[This act passed 27th February, 1812.] 

CHAP~ CXLIV . 

. l\n Act to apportion, and assess a tax of one hundred and 
thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-three 
donars, ninety-seven cents, and providing for the reilll­
bUl'sement of tvventv-six thousand fOllr hundred sixteen 
dollars, paid out of" the public treasury, to the mem~ 
bers of the House of Representatives, for their attendg, 
ance at the t\-vo last sessions of the General Court. 
. [This ac't passed 27th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXLV. 

J.\n Act to divide the C0111monwealth into Districts for 
the choice of Hf'prcsentatives in the Congress of the 
United States, and prescribing the mode of election. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Elouse of' 
Representatives in General (}ourt assembled, and by tlie 
authority of the same, That this COlun10nwealth be, and 
it hereby is divided into twenty districts, as in this act de­
fined and described, for the purpose of choosing Repre­
sentatives to represent this Commonwealth ~n the Congress 
of the United States, aftec the present Congress; in each 
of which districts one representative, being an inhabitant 
of the district for which he shall be elected, shall be cho'1 
sen in the manner hereinafter de$cribed. 
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SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said tvventy 
d~stricts shall be formed and limited in ll1anner following'" 
VIZ. 

The towns in the county of Suffolk? together with the fi 

town of Cambridge in the county of Middiesex, shall COl1- ~~\~i~t.l~~~~: 
stitu teone district, to be called Suffolk District. 

The towns of Salem, Marblehead, Lynn, Lynnfield, 
Danvers, lVliddleton, Andover, Methuen, Haverhill, and 
Arnesbury, in the county of Essex, shall constitute one 
district, to be called Essex South District. 

The towns and districts in the county of Essex, not in­
cluded in Essex South District, shall constitute one dis­
trict, to be called Essex' N ol·th District. 

'I'he towns and districts in the county of Middlesex, 
excepting the towns of Ashby, 1'ownsend, Shirley, Pep­
perell, Calubridge, Brighton, W atertoWll, Newton, EralTI­
inghaln, Hopkinton, Holliston, Sherburne, and Natick, 
shall constitute one district, to be called Middlesex Dis .. 
trict. 

The towns and districts in the county of Halnpden, 
together with the towns of Ware, Belchertown, Granby, 
South Hadley, Hadley, Northampton, v\r esthampton, 
Southampton, Easthampton, Norwich, 'IV orthington, and 
Middlefield, in the county of Hanlpshire, shall constitute 
one district, to be called Hanlpshire South District. 

The towns and districts in the county of Hampshire, 
not included in Hampshire South District, together with 
the towns and districts in the county of Franklin, sha11 
constitute one district, to be called Hampshire North 
District. 

The towns and distri~ts in the county of Plymouth 
shall constitute one district, to be called Plymouth Dis­
trict. 

rfhe towns and districts in the counties of Barnstable, 
Nantucket, and Dukes' County, together with the town 
ofN ew Bedfo~d, in the county of' Bristol, shall constitute 
one district, to be called Barnstable District. 

The to\vns and districts in the county of Bristol, except 
the town of New Bedford, together with the towns of 
Stoughton, Sharon and Foxborough, in the county of 
Nnrfolk, shall constitute one district, to be called Bristol 
pistrict. 



578 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. Feb. 28, 1812. 

. The following towns in the county of Worcester, to 
Wit: Worcester, Mendon, Brookfield, North Brookfield, 
Oxford, Charlton, Sutton, Spencer, New Braintree, West­
borough, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Sturbridge, Hardwick, 
Western, Douglas, Grafton, Petersham, Upton, Dudley, 
Ward, Milford, Dana, and Barre, together with the towns 
of Hopkinton and Holliston, in the county of Middlesex, 
shall constitute one district, to be called 'Vorcester South 
District. 

The towns and districts in the county of Worcester, not 
included in Worcester South District, together with the 
towns of Ashby, ':rownsend, Shirley, and Pepperell, in the 
county of Middlesex, shall constitute one district, to be 
called Worcester North District. 

The towns, districts and plantations in the county of 
Berkshire shall constitute one district, to be called Berk­
shire District. 

The towns and districts in the county of Norfolk, ex­
cepting the towns of Stoughton, Sharon, and Foxborollgh, 
together with the towns of Sherburne, Natick, Ne"vton, 
Brighton, Watertown, and Framingham, in the county of 
Middlesex, shall constitute one district, to be called N or­
folk District. 

The towns, districts and plantations in the county of 
Y ork,excepting the towns of Ell xton, Limington, Cornish, 
and Parsonsfield, shall constitute one district, to be called 
the First Eastern District. 

The following tOWllS, districts and plantations in the 
county of Cumberland, viz. Portland, Falmouth, Cape 
Elizabeth, Scarborough, Gorham, Standish, Windham, 
North Yarmouth, together with the to-wns of Buxton, LinI­
ington, Cornish, and Parsonsfield, in the county of York, 
shall 'constitute one district, to be called the Second Eas­
tern District. 

rrhe following towns, districts and plantations in the 
county ofCumberlrnd, viz. Brunswick, Harpswell, Pow. 
nal, Freeport, Durham, Pegypscot, Minot, Poland, New 
Gloucester, Gray, Raymond. Otisfield, Thompson's Pond, 
and Shakers' Settlement Plantation, together with the 
tOI.';ns of Litchfield, Lisbon, Bowdoinham, Bowdoin, 
Wales Plantation, 'I'opsh#.m, Lewi!'ltown, Bath, George­
town, and Dresden, in the county of Lincoln, shall consti .. 
tute one di::,trict, to be called the Third Ea~tern District. 
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1'he towns, districts and plantations in the county of 
Lincoln, excepting the towns of Litchfield, Lisbon, Bow­
doinham, Bowdoin, Wales Plantation, Topsham, Lewis­
ton, Bctth, Georgetown, and Dresden, together with the 
towns df Deer Isle, Vinalhaven, Lincolnville, Northport, 
and Islesb~rougb, in the county of Hancock, shall consti­
tute one district, to be called the Fourth Eastern District. 

The tOWllS, districts and· plantations in the county of 
Hancock, excepting the towns of Deer Isle, Vinalhaven, 
Lincolnville, Northport, and Islesborough, together with 
the towns, districts and plantations in the county of Wash­
ington, shall constitute one district, to be called the Fifth 
Eastern District. 

The towns, districts and plantations in the county of 
K.ennebeck shall constitute one district, to be called the 
Sixth Eastern District. ' 

The towns, districts and plantations in the counties of 
Oxford and S0111erset, together with the towns of Bridge­
ton, Harrison, and Baldwin, in the county of Cumberland, 
shall constitute one district, to be called the Se\'enth ~-:ast­
~rn District. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Selectmen of 
the several towns and districts within this Commonwealth 
shall, in manner as the law directs for calling town-tneet-
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ings, cause the inhabitants of their respective towns and Duties of 
districts, duly qualified to vote for Representatives in the Selectmen, 

General Court of this Commonwealth, to assemble on the 
first MondayofNovenlber, biennially, beginning inNovem-
ber next, to give in their votes for their respective Repre­
sentatives to the Selectmen, who shall preside at said meet-
ings; and the Selectmen, or the major part of them, shall, in 
open town-nleeting, sort and count the votes, and.shall forn1 
a list of the llames of the persons voted for, with the number 
of votes for each persoll, written in words, at length, against 
his name; and the Town Clerk shall make a record thereof, 
and the Selectmen shall, in such Ineeting, nlake public 
declaration of the persons voted for, and of the number of 
votes they respectively have, and shall, in open town~meet~ 
ing, seal up the said Jist certified by the Selectmen, and 
ex press upon the outside of the said list, the district in 
which the votes were given, and shall transmit the saIne, 
within fourteen days next after such Ineeting, to the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth, or to the Sheriff of the county 
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in which such town or district lies, who shall transn1it the 
sanle to the Secretary of the C0111monvvealth, within forty 
days next aftt:tr the tinl.e of holding such Ineeting; and th~e 
Secretary shall lay the same bd'orethe Governor and 
Counc"il; and in case of an election Jar any district, by a 
majority of the votes retnrned fr0111 such district, the Gov­
ernor shall forthwith translnit to the person so chosen, a 
certificate of such choice, signed by the Governor and 
countersigned by the Secretary; and the Selectnlen of 
such towns and districts as lie within any county in \ivhich 
there n1ay 'be no sheriff~ shall return such list to the Sec .. 
retary's office, within tl-~e san1C term. of time as sheriffs are 
required to do. 

SEC. 4. Be it furtlzej· enacted, That in case no person 
shall be chosen by a n1ajority of all the votes returned 

Pl'ecepts to f . 
he issued. rom any dlstrict~ the Governor shall cause precepts to 

issue to the Selectlnen of the several towns and distriCts 
within such district, directing' and requiring such Select~ 
men to cause the inhabitants of their respective towns and 
districts, qualified as aforesaid, to asseluble as aforesaidy 

on a day in such precept to be appointed, to give their 
votes for a Representative in Congress as aforesaid, which 
precepts shall be accompanied ,\lith a list of persons voted 
for in snch district, shevving the number of votes for each 
person, according to the first return; and the same pro­
ceedings shall be had thereon, in all respects, as before 

Sheriff to directed in this act; and the Sheriff shaH make return 
make return. thereof into the Secretary's office, on or before such day 

as the Governor shall appoint in such precept. And the 
Selectmen of sllch towns and districts, as lie within any 

! COUl:lty in which there may be no Sherifl: shall return such 
lists to the Secretary's office, within the same ternl of time 
as Sheriffs are required to do; and the Secretary shall lay 
the lists so returned to his office before the Governor and 
Council, and the Governor shall cause the person or per­
sons "vho shaH be chosen as aforesaid to be notified thereof; ., 
and like proceedings shall be again had in case any dis­
trict shall fail of completing the choice of its Representa­
tive; and the Governor shall issue his precept aceord­
ingly, to the Selectlnen of those towns and districts, 01" 

such districts wherein the choice of Representative shall 
not have been made; and like proceedings shall be had as 
often as occasion nlay require. 



CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS. Pcb. 28, 1812., 581 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, T'hat whenever any va-
cancies shall happen in the representation of this Com­
n10nwealth in the Congress of the United States, the ~;ove1'l1or to 

G 1 11 . h S 1 Issue [Fe-overnor S 1U cause precepts. to lss~e. to t e'-.: e~tm~n c"epts fl;]' the 

of the several towns and chstncts, wIthIn any chstnct In supp.ly of va· 

which such vacancy nmy happen, directing and requiring canClCS. 

thell1 to cause the inhabitants of their respective towns and 
districts, to assemble on a day in such precept to be ap-
pointed, to give in their votes for a Representative to sup-
ply such vacancy; and like proceedings shall, frOlTl tin"lE 
to time, in all respects, be had, as are herein before 
vided. 

SE c. 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the several Sheriffs of the several counties of the Com­
monwealth, on receiving copies of this act, or any precf'pt 
fronl the Governor, for the purpose herein nlentioned J to ~)~l.:i,~s,c,()t' 
transmit the same seasonably to the Selectmen of the Sl'V _ ,~LLL". 
eral towns and districts, and to the assessors of the several 
districts and plantations where there may be no Selectn1en, 
within their respective counties, to 'whom such copies or 
precepts nlay be respectively directed. ..lind the several 
Sheriffs shall, for the said service, be entitled to receive 
out of the treasury of this C0111lTlO1HVealth, fifty cents for 
each of the copies and of the precepts so by thenl distrib-
uted to the Selectmen of the tOvvns and districts, and to 
the assessors of the districts and plantations in their coun-
ties where there may be no Selectmen. Provided hmvever, l'm\'~so. 
l'hat no Sheriff who ~hall nef:rlect seasol.lably to transmit 
all and every of the copies and precepts by h1n1 received, 
in manner aforesaid, shall be entitled to any compensation 
for distributing any of such copies or precepts; ~l!1cl for 
returning the yotes fro111 all the to\VIlS \vithiil the respect-
ive counties, which may be seasonably delivered to h1rn 
as aforesaid, each Sheriff shall be entitled to receive scyen. 
teen cents per rnile, computing froln the place of abod~; 
of each Sheriff, to the Secretary's office; and, in either casC', 
the Sheriffs shall present their accounts to the ConuniLtee 
on Accounts for eXaluination and allowance. 

SE c. 7. Be it further enacted, That any Sheriff "vho s1-mU 
neglect to perform the duties which by this act he i;.;; 1'01' 

directed to perfonn, shall, for each neglect, forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding two thousand, nor less than tl'\'O bun. 
dred dollars, for nny such neglect. And if any Select" 

C c c c 
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rn~ n shall neglect to perform any of the duties which by 
tIlIS act they are required to perfofln, each Selectman, so 
neglecting, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding two 
hundred dollars, 1101' less than thirty dollars, for any such 
neglect; any of the forfeitures aforesaid to be recovered 
by indictluent before the Supreme Judicial Conrt, or before 
any Circuit Court of Common Pleas, or before the respect­
ive Courts of Common Pleas, for thc several counties of 
Nantucket or I)ukes' County, which forfeiture shall be 
to the use of the Commonwealth. 

SE c. 8. Be it fitrther enacted, That the assessors of 
A'lsessol'S' those districts and plantations, where there may be no 
power. Selectn1cn, shall have the same powers and perform the 

same duties for the purpCJses of this act, as are herein given 
to, or required of Selectlnen, and shall incur like penalties 
in case of neglect. 

SE C. 9. Be it further enacted, That this act shall be 
, . construed to extend to those plantations only 1 which shall 

L",lcnSIOn of choose assessurs to assess the public taxes which shall be 
act. set to such plantations in the tax act next preceding the 

several elections. 
SE C. 10. Be it furtlwr enacted, That this act, until a 

new apportionment of Representatives muong the several 
states shall be made, and for the purpose of supplying any 
vacancy or vacancies which may happen in the' rept esenta­
tion of this Conimonwealth in the Congress of the United 
States, which shall make such apportionments, shall con­
tinue and be in full force. 

[This act passed 28th }f'ebruary, 1812.] 

CHL\P. CXL VI. 

,A.n Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to incor­
pOl'ate a r,eligiolls Society, by the name of '"fhe First 
Parish in the Town of Charlestovvn. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and· by the 
authority of the same, That the proprietors of appropri­
ated pews in the 111eeting-hollse of the First Parish in the 
~rown or Charlestown shall, from and after the passing of 
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this act, be solely authorized and empowered to vote in, Pl'opri~tol'g 
f I 'd . d authorIzed. and manage the concerns 0 t le sm corporatIOn; an they, 

with their estates, and not the persons who occasionally 
hire pews or seats in said house, shall be liable to all as­
sessments or taxes for the charges of the said parish; and 
in all cases two votes, and no more, Inay be given in the 
right of each pew. Provided nevertheless, 1'hat no pro- Proviso. 

prietor of a pew, who is a Inember of another religious 
society, shall be entitled _to vote, or be liable to any other 
tax than the weekly assessment on his pew. 

SEC. 2 . .And be it further enacted, That all deeds and 
conveyances of, and executions extended on the pews in 
said nleeting-house, shall be recorded by the clerk of the 
said parjsh in a book to be provided for that purpose; and Dutr of 

being so recorded shall be considered valid in law; and clerc 

the parish Clerk shall be entitled to the Salne fees as are 
or may be allowed to Registers of Deeds for silnilar ser-
vices. 

SE c. 3. And be it further enacted, That in the first 
section of the act, entitled, "An act to incorporate a reli­
gious society by the name of The First Parish in the Town 
of Charlestown," the words "and such other inhabitants 
of the said town as do now attend the publick worship of 
God, and the instructions of Dr. Jedicliah Morse, their 
minister in said house," together with the second, third, 
fourth, fifth, and seventh sections of the said act, be, and 
they are hereby repealed. 

[This act passed 28th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CXLVII. 

An Act to establish a Town by the nalne of North 
Brookfield. 

SE C. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and lIouse of 
Represf'ntatzves in General Court assem,bled, and by the 
authort'ty of the same, That all that part of the town of 
Brookfield which has been heretofore ,called and known by Boundaries 
the mtnle of the Second or North Parish (excepting that descl'ibed. 

part of said territory now lying south of the post road, 
l,eading from \Vorcester through Spencer to SprIngfield,) 
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. together with the inhabitants thereon, be, and the smne. is 
Town UlGOI'~ hereby incoflJorated into a seoarate town, by the name of 
ponted. N .i. • B 

... orth Brookfield. And the said town of North rook field 
is hereby vested with all the powers and privileges, and 
shall also be subject to all the du:ies to which other. cor­
pOl'ate towns are entitkd and su bjected by the constitution 
and laws of this Commonwealth. 

SE C. 2. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of 
the said town of North Brookfield shall be entitled to hoid 

Possession 
of property such proportion of all the personal property now belonging 
aHowed. to and o\rvlled in C0111n1.0n by the inhabitants of the town 

of Brookfield, as the property of the said inhabitants 
of North Brookfield bears to the property of all the 
i11habitants of the town of Brooldield, according- to the last 
valuation thereof. 

SE C. 3. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of 
the said town of North Brookfield shall be holden to pay 
all arrears of taxes due from them, tog-ether v\lith their pro­
l)ortion (to be ascertained as aforesaid) of all the debts now 
due and owing fr01TI the said town of Brookfield, or which 
ll1ay be hereafter found due and owing by reason of any 
contrQct or other ll1attef and thing heretofore entered into, ' 
or now existing. 
, SE C. 4 • . Be zt further enacted, That the said town of 

To support North Brookfield &hall be holden to support their propor~ 
:P001'0 tion of the present poor of the town of Brookfield, "vhich 

proportion shall be ascertained by the present valuation of 
-the town; and all persons who may hereafter become 
chargeable,as paupers,Io the town of Brookfield. and :North 
Brookfield, shall be considered as belonging to that town 
on the territory of \vhich they had their settlement at the 
time of passing this act, and shall in future be chargeable 
to that t01.vn only. 

SE c. 5. Be it flirt/wI' enactrd, That the said to\vn of 
}~ orth Brookfield shall be holden to pay their proportion of 

HolJen to aU state? town, and county taxes assessed on the inhabit~ 
p!:!.y t~\:s:es. ants of the said town of Brooldield, l\ ntil a new valuation 

shall be made of tbe said towns. Provided, That the said 
town of J:~orth Brookfield shall be holden, undl the further 
order of the Legislature, to pay the to\-\'11 of Brookfield 
such proportion of any of the expenses of maintaining the 
hridttes and causeways over the rivers in the town of 
Bro~)'idi~ld, us a committee of the Court of Sessions for 
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the county of vVorcester shall determine; and said Court 
of Sessions are hereby authorized, on application of eirher 
of the inhabitants of Brookfield or North Brookfield, frOln 
tilne to tinle, to appoint a comlnittee for the above purpose, 
whose report, nlade to and accepted by said court, shall be 
binding' on the said towns. 
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SE c. 6. Be it .further enacted, That any Justice of the . . 
'Peace for the county of 'IV Ql'cester, upon application there- ~~!t~~:l~;a~~o. 
for, is hereby authorized to issue his "varrant, directed to 
any freeholder in the said town of North Brookfield, requir-
ing ,him to notifY and warn the inhabitants thereof to Ineet 
at such time and place as shall be appointed in said war-
rant, for the choice of such officers as towns are by law 
required to choose at their annual toWil Ineeting·s. 

[This act passed 28th February, 1812.J 

,~------------'--'--"- _._... . ... - -- .... -- --------._--------------

CHAP. CXLVIII. 

1\n Act authorizing a Lottery for completing the repairs 
of Plymouth Beach. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
ltutlwrzty of the same, That a lottery be granted to the Lottery 
town of Plymouth, to raise the sum of sixteen thousand granted. 

dollars, for the purpose of completing the repairs of Plym-
outh Beach, in the county of Plymouth; and the town of 
Plymouth shall appoint the rnanagers thereof, and the 
agents for expending said money, with power to remove 
the mamlFf.TS and <.lp'cnts, and to fill vacancies in the board 

<) (j 

of manngers and 8gents, either by their Selectmen, or in 
such other way as the to,vn shall direct; an(l the managers 
of said lottery, froD1 time to time, shall make and publish 
such schemes as shall, in their opinion, best promote the 
purposes of said lottery, draw the same, and transact all 
business necessarily' connected with the duties of their 
appointment. 

SE C. 2. Be it further el~acted, T~at said manag~rs, Managers tl) 

before they enter on the duties of theIr office, shall give give bOllet 

bond to the treasnrer of the town of Plymouth, with suffi-
cient suretlts, in the Slun' of fifteen thousan.d dollars, con~ 
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ditioned to pay into the hands of the agent or agents, for 
applying the money to the object of this grant, the whole 
proceeds of the said lottery, without deduction for ser. 
vices or expenses, excepting one thousand dollars, which 
bond shall remain with the Treasurer aforesaid, for and 
during the time of two years after all the classes in said 
lottery shall be drawn and completed, that all persons ag­
grieved by the doings of said managers nlay have tl~e 
benefit thereof; and said managers, before entering on 
their duties, shall give the bonds and be under oath fa.ith. 
fully to perfonn the duties of their office. 

SE c. 3. Be it further en(lcted, That the agents aforesaid 
shall give bond to the'Treasurer of the town of Plymouth, 
faithfully to appropriate the money paid" to them by the 
said managers, without deduction for their expenses or 
services, under the direction of the town of Plymouth, or 
such persons as they shall appoint; and the town of Ply­
nlollth shall be bound to the Treasurer of this Comn1on. 
wealth, in the SUln of fifteen thousand dollars, faithfully to 
appropriate the whole St.'l nl in this gTant to the repairs of 
said beach, except the sunl of one thousand dollars afore­
said; and the Iuanagers and agents, ,to be appointed as 
aforesaid, shall render an accou nt of their proceedings, 
which, being approved by the Selectmen of Plymouth, and 
by them presented to the Governor and Council for their 
approbation, and if by them allowed, the bond against the 
town shall then be cancelled. 

SE c. 4. Be it fur#ze'r enacted, That all the prizes in 
said lottery shall be paid by the managers, if delnanded, 
within sixty days after the drawing of any class shall be 
completed; and all prizes not demanded in one year next 
after the drawing of any class, shall be considered as gen­
erously given for the purposes for which this lottery was 
granted; and the managers aforesaid, after each class in said 
lottery is drawn, shall pay, within sixty days, to the agents 
aforesaid, fifteen sixteenth parts of the proceeds of each 
class; and no class in said lottery shall be drawn ilntil 
four fifths of the tickets are sold; and said managers shall 
be holden to account to the town of Pl~\mouth for the pro~ 
ceeds of all tickets sold, and all prizes drawn to the credit 
of the lottery, and all prizes not claimed within one year 
as aforesaid; and the managers shall be jointly holden to 
pay the prizes drawn against any 1l\ln1ber, though the 
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ticket drawing such prize be signed by one of them only; 
and said managers lnay sell fractional parts of tickets, but 
not at an ad vanced price. 
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SE c. 5. Be it further enacted, That said managers Duties o~ 
h f' . . bl' h ' f h managers. s all, rom tune to tune, pu IS 111 one or more 0 t e 

pu blic newspapers printed in this Comtnonwealth, the 
scheme of each class in said lottery, the time and place of 
dra wing, and list of prizes; and shall keep a book in which 
they shall charge themselves with the amount received for 
each ticket sold, numbering the same, and also with the 
amount of the prizes drawn against any number not sold, 
and likewise such numbers sold as are not claimed in one 
year; and they shall credit themselves with the amount of 
the prizes paid to the purchasers of tickets; and the whole 
business of the lottery shall be completed in five years, at 
which time the managers of said lottery shall nlake up and 
exhibit, to the Selectmen of Plymollth, a fair account of 
their whole proceedings, which, if approved and accepted 
by said Selectnlen, the said managers shall be entitled to 
the return of their bond, at the time specified in this act; 
and the managers and agents, upon the request of the 
Selectmen of the town of Plymouth, shall exhibit an ac-
count of their doings, from time to time, when required. 

[T'his act passed 28th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CXLIX. 

An Act to establish the town of Sebec, in the county of 
Hancock. 

SEC.!. BE it enacted by the Senate and HOllse of 
Representatzves in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, ~rhat the township numbered four, 
in the seventh range, north of the Waldo Patent, in the . 
countv of Hancock be and hereby is established as a Town ll1CO~'-

,; " ' k. porated, 
town, by the name of Sebec, and by the followlllg boun-
daries, viz. east by number three in the same range; 
south by the river Pascataquies; west by number five in Boundarie! 
the same range, now incorporated Foxcroft; and north by described. 

number six in the eighth range. And the said town of 
Sebec is hereby vested with all the corporate powers and 
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privileges, and subjected to the like duties and requisitions 
of other towns, according to the constitution and laws of 
this Commonwealth. 

SE c. 2. Be zt ,further enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace, Jor the county of Hancock, is hereby authorized,: 

Justice to is. upon application therefor, to issue a warrant, directed to 
sue warrant. a freeholder and inhabitant of the said tpwn of Sebec, 

requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof to 
nleet at such convenient time and place as shall be ap­
pointed in said warrant, for the choice of such officers as 
towns are by law required to choose at their annual town~ 

Persons in­
l1;orporatecl. 

meetings. . 
[This act passed 28th February, 1812. J 

----------------------------------------------~ 

CHAP. CL. 

An Act to incorporate a nnmer of persons by the nalue of 
The First lTniversalist Society in Salem. 

SEC. 1. BE z't enacted by the Sellate and House f!f 
Re/Jresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That Jonathan Beckford, Na­
thaniel Frothinghatu, Robert Leach, Jeduthan Upton, 
Henry Rust, vViHiatu Meriam, Thomas Newhall, Henry 
Tibbets, Zachariah Burchmore, Jecluthan Upton jun. 
Charles Steel, Nathan Luther, Samuel C. Pope, John 
Snethen, James Moody, Abraham VVendell, l-Ienry Grant, 
Andrew Morgan, J oseph Newhall, Moses Thomas, Jethro 
1'homas, Seth Saltmarsh, John Ferguson, SamuelK .. Put-
nam, Daniel Dutch, Willianl Cleaveland, Ebenezer Burp 
l'ell, VVard Chipman, SalTIne! Wilson, Hero Nichols, 
William Fabens, Joseph Ropes jun. Joseph Mansfield, 
Samuell\lansfield, Benjamin Cox jun. Willianl vVoodbu. 
ry, Nathaniel Archer, George Ward, Jonathan Howard, 
Peter Hodson, Joshua Beckford, Thomas Driver, Ellis 

. ~lansfield, Stephen Driver jun. Richard Hay, Henry 
Archer, Nathaniel Fowle, and Letuuel Horton, wittl their 
families and estates, together with such others as l11ay 
hereafter associate with them, and their Sllccessors, in the 
manner provided by this act, be, and they are hereby in­
corporated as a religious society by the name of The First 
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Universalist Society in Salem, with all the powers and 
privileges, exercised and enjoyed by other religious soci­
eties, accordirlg to the constitution and laws of this COln­
monwealth. 

SE C. 2. Be it further enacted, That any person living 
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in Saieln, or in any of the neighbouring towns, who nlay Metho~ of 

desire to become a member of the said Universalist sod- becollllng' a 

h 11 d 
.. k . member. 

ety, s a eclare such IntentIOn to the cler T or conlnl~t-
tee of said society, fifteen days at least previous to their 
annual Ineeting, and if such person do receive, and can 
produce a certificate of hdmission, signed by the clerk 
or committee, that such person has united with and actu-
ally become a member of the said society, such person, 
from the date of said certificate, shall be considered, with 
his or her polls and estate, a m~lnber of the said Universal-
ist society. Provided however, That every such person Provis.oo 

shall be holden to pay his or her,propOI'tii:lt1 of all parochial 
expenses in the society to which such person belonged, 
assessed and not paid, previous to leaving such society. 

SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, That when any melU-
ber of the said Universalist society may see cause to leave Manner of 

the same, and unite with any other religious society, he leaving. 

or she shall give not' ~. of such intention to the clerk or 
committee of such Ol r society; fifteen days at least pre-
vious to the annual lueeting, and if such person receive 
and can produce a certificate of admission, signed by the 
clerk or com mittee of such other religious society, that 
such person has united with and actually become a nlelU~ 
ber of the said other society, such person having paid his 
or her proportion of all monies voted to be raised in said 
Universalist society, previous thereto, shall be considered 
from the date of said certificate, with his or her polls and 
estate, as melnbers of said other societv. 

SE c 4. And be it further enacted, ;fhat any Justice of JU!:ltice to i:1-
the Peace for the county of Essex be, and hereby is au- :iUe wal'l',~nt· 
thorized to issue a warrant, directed to SOTne member of 
said society, requiring him to notify and warn the nlem-
bers thereof to nleet at such time and place as shall be apQ 
pointed in said warrant, to choose all such officers as 
religious societies have a right to choose at their <;111nmtl 
lueetings. 

[This act passed 28th ,February, ] 812.J 
D ddd 
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.1; state. 
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CHAP. CLI. 

An Act to incorpora te the Housatonuck l\1anufacturing 
Company, in Pittsfield. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House if 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
autlwrzty of the same, That Richard S. Chappell and 
John B. Root, together with such others as may hereafter 
associate with them, and their successors and assigns, be, 
and they hereby are nlade a corporation, by the nan1e of 
T;he HOll~atOi1l1ck Manufacturing Company, for the pllr­
po!:)e of mail ufiwturing wool, cotton, flax, and helnp, in 
the town of Pitt~fie1d, in the county of Berkshire, land for 
the purpose afore~flid shall have all the powers and privi­
leges, and shall be also su bject to all the duties and restric­
tions prescribed and cOD/tained in an act, entitled, " An act 
defining the general powers and duties of lllanufacturing 
corporations," passed the third day of March, eighteen 
hundred and nine. 

SEC. 2 . .And be it further enacted, That the said cor­
poration, in their corporate capacity, lnay lawfully hold 
and possess real estate not exceeding thirty thousand dold 
lars, and personal estate not e~ceeding fifty thousand dol­
lars, as nlay be necessary for carrying on the manufactures 
of the said com pany in the town of Pittsfield. 

[T'his act passed 28th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. eLII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act jncorpoc 
rating the proprietors of the Norfolk Cotton l\1anufac~ 
tory. " 

BE it enacted by tIle Senate and House of 
Rep~entatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authorzCy., if the same, 'fhat the corporation created and 

Corpol'atron e::;tablish~(l.by the act, to \vhich this act is an addition, be, 
;)mpowcred, and the sanle hereby is vested with full power and author~ 
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ity to carry onthe manufacttlre of wool,. in. its various bran ... 
ches, subject however to the san1e restnctlOns, and entitled 
to the same privileges to which the said corporation is now, 
by the aforesaid act, subjected and entitled, in the manu~ 
facture of cotton. 

[This act passed 28th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLII!. 

An Act to exempt the county of Norfolk from building 
and keeping in repair certain bridges, and for other 
purposes. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House 0/ 
l1epresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
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authorz'ty of the same, r-rhat' from and after the' passing _ 
~f t?is act, So lnuch of the sixth section of the act, estab. Act in pal't 
.hshmg the county of Norfolk, passed the twenty-sIxth of repealed. 

March, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
three, as subjects the said county to build and' keep in 
repair certain bridges,therein Inentioned, be, and the same 
is hereby repealed. 

S-E C. 2. Be it further enacted, That the several towns 
in the county of Norfolk, in which the said bridges are sit­
uated, shall hereafter" be obliged to build and keep in re­
pair the same, in the same, manner as towns are required, 
by law, to build and keep in repair town bridges. 

[This act passed 28th .F'ebruary, 1812.J 

CHAP. CLIV. 

An Act in' audition to an act, entitled, "An act to regu­
late the taking of the fish called alewives in Manatiquat 
river, in the town of Braintree." 

WHEREAS by an act passed on the . 
first day of March one thousand seven hundred and ninety_preamble. 
nine, the town of Braintree were authorized to f~u'm (Jut, 
and dispose of the fish called alewives, and as it appears by 
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representati6n fr0111 said town, that other fish, have and do 
run inthe river in said town, which proves injurious tathe 
alewive fish. I 

SEC.!. Be ,it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep­
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the au-

llestrictions. thorzty of the same, That the taking of all fish, which do 
or may run from the salt water in the aforesaid river in the 
town of Braintree, excepting eels, smelts and tom cod, 
shall be forever hereafter subject to the same restrictions 
as the taking of ale wive fish is by the act, entitled, "An 
act to regulate the taking of the fisp called alewives in 
Manataquat river, in the town of Braintree.", 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Select,men of 
Committee the town of Braintree, for the time being, shall be the com­
to farm out. mittee to farm out and dispose of the aforesaid fish, agree­

ably to their best judgment: Provided nevertheless, 'I'hat 
the fish call,ed alewives shall be disposed o£"agreeably to 
the act to whiyh this is in addition, any thing in the act 
to which this is in addition to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 28th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. eLVa 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, ".An act. for incor­
poratillg certain persons, for the purpose of building a 
bridge over Deerfield river (so called), where Williams' 
ferry is now kept, and for supporting- the same. 

BE it enacted by the Senate. and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority if the same, That the proprietors of I)eerfield 

~ropriet01"s river bridge, or corporation, be, and they are hereby au­
t:'mpowel'ed. thorized and empowered to purchase, hold, possess; use 

and occu py 'real estate, in their corporate capacity, not ex-
ceeding the value offive thousand dollars, for the purpose 
of erecting a toll-house and such other convenient build­
ings as said corporation, in their said capacity, tuay thin~ 
proper. , 

[This act passed 28th February, 1812. ] 
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CHAP~ eLVI. 

Feb. 29, 1812. 

.An ,A.ct to continue in force an act, entitled, "An act to 
establish the Second Brush.hill Turnpike Corporation." 
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BE it enacted by the Senate and Ho~se of 
Representatives in . General Court assembled, and. by the, 
fftuthority qf the same, That the act elltitled, "An act to Act contimt Q 

establish the Second Brush .. hill Turnpike Corporation" ed infol'ce" 

shall be, and hereby is continued in full force and effect, 
for and during the term of four years, from and after the 
first day of June next, any thing in said: act of incorpora .. 
tion, or in an act defin,ing the general powers .and duties 
of turnpike corporations, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 28th .February, 1812.] 

._----------------------,...,.".; 
CHAP. CL VII. 

An Act to repeal an act, entitled, "An act to alter and 
anlend the Constitution of the Board of Overseers of 
Harvard College, and to regulate certain Ineetings of 
that Board. 

SEC: 1. BE it' enacted bytlze Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same,: That' an 'act rrIade and passed 
the seventh day of March, in the vear of our Lord one Act 

thousand eight"hundred and ten, entitl'ed, "An act to alter repealed. 

and amend the Cons~itution of the Board of Overseers of 
Harvard College/' be, and the same is hereby repealed; 
and the Board of Overseers, from and after the passing of 
this act, shall be constituted in the same way and manner, 
and be composed of the salne persons, and no others, that 
it would have been, had the SaIne act never been made or 
passed. 

SE c. 2. Be it jitrther enacted, That there shall be a 
meeting of the Board of Overseers of I-Iarvarc1 College, Ann~al 

1 <. 'II b . d Ii h . f . meetlllg'. as t Je same WI e constItute a ter t e passmg o. thIS 
act, on the second 'iV ednesday of the first session of the, 
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General Court, annually, in the Senate chamber, at tpree 
o'clock in the afternoon (ui1less otherwise ordered by the 
said Board of Overseers,) if the General Court 'shall re­
main so long in session, and at such other times and pla­
ces as the said Board shall order; at which annual Ineet-

Duty of sec- ing it shall be the duty of the Secretary of said Board, at 
retary. the firsttneetingthereof,to lay before them the records and 

proceedings of the corporation of Hatvard College, and of 
the said Board of Overseel's, which have fjeen. had since 
the passing of the act aforesaid, which isheteby repealed, 
and in like manner, all the pioceedi11gs which Inayhave 
been had, by said corporation and Board of I 0 \Cerseers, 
shall be laid before them at their next succeeding meeting, 
to be held agreea.bly to the provisions of this act. ' 

8et oft', 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. eLVIII. 

An Act to annex Daniel Foot to the town of Pittsfield. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted br the Senate and House qf 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, rrhat Daniel Foot, with his fam. 
ily and estate, be, and hereby is set off from the town of 
Dalton and annexed to the !first parish in the -town of 
Pittsfield, for parochial purposes only, there to do the 
duties and enjoy the privileges of a parishioner. 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That the s'\id Daniel 
Holden to Foot shall be holden to pay all legal taxes that have been 
It)·a

y 
Pfrtop'lr- assessed upon hin1 by said town of Dalton, prior to the 

lOU 0 axes, • 
passing of thIS act. . 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. CLIX. 

An Act to establish the Worcester and Leicester Turn" 
pike .Corporation. 

SEC. I. BE it enacted by the Senate flnd House of 
Representatives in General ~ Court assembled, and by the 
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authorzty of the same, 1'hat Thomas Denny, Nathaqi~l . 
Paine, Reuben Sy kes,Austin Flint, and Alpheus Diluond, ~::;~~~!t;~t 
with such other persons as may hereafter associate with 
them, and their successors and assigns, shall be a corpora .. 
tion, by the name of The Worcester and Leicester Turn. 
pike Corporation, for the purpose of making a turnpike 
road between the towns of \Vorcester and Leicester, viz, 
Beginning-at the foot of a hill between the dwelling-houses 
of Asa Ward and Phineas Jones, in vVorcester, to or 
nearly opposite the meeting-house in Leicester, and for the 
purpose aforesaid shall have all the po\vers and privileges, 
and shall be also subject to all the duties, requirements 
and penalties pn~scribed and contained in an act passed the 
sixteenth day of March, eighteen hundred and five, eRti-
tlt'd, "An act defining the general powers and duties of 
turnpike corporations," and of any acts \vhich have been, 
or may be made in addition thereto. And no county, 
town, or private road or way shall be opened into, or con-
nected with the aforesaid turnpike road, without the con-
sent of said corporation first had and obtained; except 
such county, town, or private road or 'way, as may be 
laid out crossing the said turnpike road, and leading in. 
different directions therefrom. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That when the said 
turnpike road shall be made and completed, to the accep- Authol'.izect 

tance of the Court of Sessions for ,the county of Worces- '~~lr~('en'~ 
tel', or a committee by then1 appomted, the saId corpora-
tion may erect one half toll gate, and shall have liberty to 
demand and recei ve half the usual rates of toll, according; 
to the general turnpike law. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 

/ 
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County line 
altered. 

I(ENNEBECK AND LINCOLN. . , 
Feb. 29, 181~. 

CHAP. CLX. 

An Act altering the line between the counties of Kenne- . 
beck and Lincoln. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That frOln and after the passing of 
this act, the county line between the counties of I(enne­
beck and Lincoln be, and it is hereby altered, so as to in­
clude the town of lVIalta wholly within the said county of 
Kennebeck, and the town of Whitefield wholly within the 
"Said countv of Lincoln. W 

(rhis act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLXI. 

An Act authorizing the sale of School Lands in the town 
of Sumner, to raise a HInd for the support of Schools in 
said town, and for appointing- trustees for those purposes . 

. SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, l'hat Isaac Sturtevant, Calvin Bis­

'fl'.ustees ap- bee, Stephen Ellis, Joseph Barrett, John Briggs, Mose~ 
pomted. Buck jun. and James Hearsey jun. be, and they are hereby 

appointed trustees of the School lands in the town of 
Sumner, in the county of Oxford; and they, and their 
successors in said office, are hereby incorporated by the 
Di:Une of The Trustees of the School Funds in Sumner, 
and by that nanle shall be capable, in law, to sue and be 
sued to final judgment and execution, and shall possess, 
hold and exercise all such powers and privileges as are 
incident to, and llsually given to similar corporations; and 
the number of the said trustees shall never be less than 

,five, nor exceed seven, any five of whom may be a quorum 
for doing business, and shall have power to supply any 
vacancies which may happen in their nU111ber, whether by 
death or resignation, rernoY,11, or any other disqualification, 
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and shall also have power to rernove any of their n111nber, 
who from age, infirmity, misconduct, or any other cause, 
shall hecome unfit or incapable of dischargmg their duty, 
and fill up such. vacancies by a new election from inhabIt­
ants of the said town of Sumner; and the said trustees, at 
their first Ineeting, shall appoint, and afterwards annually 
appoint, a Secretary, Treasurer, and such other officers as 
n1ay from time to time appear to be necessary, who shall 
be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty; and the 
said Secretary shall procure books, and keep a fair and 
faithful record of all the proceedings of the said trustees, 
which shall at all times be ready for inspection of the said 
trustees, and also of the Selectmen of the said town of 
Sun1ner. 
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SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said trustees 
be, and they are hereby authorized to sell and convey the ~~~J;~zsed. 
said school lands, and to use their discretion, both as to the 
tilne and manner of the sale, and taking security for the 
paymentofthe same,and to 111ake,execute,and acknowledge 
good and sufficient deed or deeds thereof,in fee simple,frOlu 
the said town to the purchasers of such lands, which deed 
or deeds shall be signed, executed, and acknowledged by 
the Treasurer in the name and by the direction of said 
trustees, and the conveyance so Inade shall be valid and 
effectual in law, and the monies arising froin the sale of 
the said lands shall be put out at interest, as soon! as con~ 
veniently may be, and secured by mortgage on real estate, 
to the full value of the estate sold or money loaned, or by 
two or nlore sufficient sureties with the principal; or the 
said trustees may invest the said school funds in public 
securities of this state) or of the United States, or in bank 
stock of the State Bank, as they Inay judge will be lllOst 
for the interest and security of the said town, in the use 
and ilnprovement of their said school fund; and the said 
fund shall be inviolably appropriated and used for the sup-
port of schools in the said town of Sumner, and no vote of 
the said town shall have any force or effect, to alienate qr 
alter the appropriation of the said school fund. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of T t 

the said school fund shall give bonds to the said trustees, gi~:n~~~l~: 0 
in the sum of three thousand dollars, for the faithful per-
formance of his duty, and to be at all times responsible for 
the faithful application and expenditure of all monie-s 

E e e e 
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authorized. 

NEWTON WIRE MANUF ACT. 

which may be deposited with him, conformable to the true 
in tent and meaning of this act, and rnay be removed for 
negligence or misconduct in his office; and the said Treasu­
rer and his successors in office ~hall be required by the 
said trustees to exhibit annually to the said town a fair and 
reglliar 8ccount of his doings, of the expenditure of the 
:monies, and the present state of the funds; and the said 
Trustees, Treasurer, and Secretary shall receive no COlll­

pensation for their services out of any monies arising from 
the said school fund; but sllch compensation may be made 
to the said Trustees, Treasurer, and Secretary, for their 
services, as the town Inay, from tilne to time, judge-rea­
sonable. 

SE C. 4. Be it filrther enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of Oxford is hereby authorized, upon 
application of any three of the trustees herein named, to 
appoint the time and place for the first meeting of the 
trustees; and at the said first meeting the said trustees shall 
fix and settie the tilTle and mode of calling futnre ITleetings; 
and may also, at the salne time, or at any subsequent 
Ineeting, establish such rules and by-laws for their regular 
l)roceedings, as may, fron1 time to time, appear necessary, 
and to annex reasonable penalties for the breach thereof. 
Provided such rules and bv-Iaws shall, in no case, be con­
trarv to the constitution aJ~d laws of this Commonwealth. 

of [This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CLXII. 

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the Newton ,\Vire 
1\1an ufactory. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

11>el'sona in~ authority of the same, ''[hat Samuel Brown, William 
.GQl'pol'ated. "Vard, Hendrick 'V. Gordon, Sylvanus Gray, Benjamin 

Andrews, and such other persons as nlay hereafter associate 
with them, their successors and assigns, be, and they 
hereby are made a corporation, by the Balne and style of 
The Newton Wire 1\1anufactory, for the purpose of manu­
facturing wire and wire work~ in aU their kinds and 
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branches, and for this purpose shall have all the powers 
and privileges, and be subject to all the duties and regul\l­
tions contained in an act passed by the General Court on 
the third day of March, in the year of our Lord one tbou. 
sand eight hundred and nine, entitled, "An act defining 
the general powers and duties of Manufacturing Corpora­
tions. " 

SE c. 2. Be it furtlzef enacted, That said corporation may 
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take and hold real estate not exceeding the value of twenty Possession 

thousand dollars, and personal estate not exceeding the of pt'oreL'ty 

value of fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of estab. allowed. 

lishing and carrying on the manufactory aforesaid. 
SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, That said corporation 

may locate saiel manufactory in the town of Nevvton, in 
this state, or in any place vvithin twenty Illiles of said to\Vll 
of Newton, at the pleasure and discretion of the stock~ 
holders in said corporation. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLXIII. 

An Act to incorporate the Proprietors of the Ministerial 
Fund in the Parish of Byfield. 

SE C. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the inhabitants of that part 
of the parish of Byfield which lies in the town of Newbury, !nhabitant~ 
b 1 h 1 l ' I b d 1" mCOl'pOI'atc({ e, ane t ey 1el'e)y are ll1corporatec as a 0 _ Y po HIC, 

forever, by the name of The Proprietors of the Ministerial 
Fund in the Parish of Byfield, for the purpose of managing 
such funds as now belong to the said inhabitants hereby 
incorporated, and sllch other funds as n1ay hereafter accrue 
to them, for their proportional part of the support of the 
minister of said Byfield Parish; and the saiel corporation, 
by the said name, are hereby declared and rnLlde capable, 
in law, to sue and be sued in all actions real, personal and 
nlixed, and prosecute and defend the same to final judg-
ment and execution. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted, That all the voters in 
said corporation, qualified by law" to vote in pari~h affairs, 
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Voters be, and they hereby are authorized, at their first meeting, 
authorized. 

,,,,hich shall be holden, by virtue of this act, to choose a 
clerk, a treasurer, and three or five trustees, all of whom 
shall be chosen annually; and the said trustees and treasu­
rer shall have the care and management of all funds and 
interest of the said corporation; and the annual meeting 
of the said proprietors shall be holden in the month of 
Decelnber, anclother special n1eetings nlay be called in 
the manner, '\vhich the said proprietors may direct and 
order, and the n10derator of any of said meetings is hereby 
authorized to administer the oath of office to the clerk; 
and the clerk and treasurer may receive reasonable com­
pensation for their respective services. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer of 
'1:reasul"erto said corporation shall give sufficient bonds (in the opinion 
gIVe bond. of the trustees) for the faithful perfonnance of his trust, 

and he shall, under the direction of the said trustees, be 
empowered, and hereby is authorized, to receive and let 
ou t any or all the money or interest of said corporation, on 
bond or D10rtgage; and, when it shall be necessary, to 
execute a deed or deeds of sale of any lands belonging to 
said proprietors. 

SE c. 4 Be it further enacted, That the interest arising 
~ppl'op.l'iag fron1 ~mid funds shall never be appropriated to any other 
'bon ofmter- use than that for which they were given; and the said 
test. interest may be applied, by the said proprietors, towards 

payment of their proportional part of ministerial taxes, as 
they may, frOlu time to time, order and direct~ 

J 
. t' SE c. 5. And be it jitrther enacted, That any Justice of 

ustwe OlSg h P . h f' E h 1" f ~ue wal'rant. t e ~ace III t e county 0 ssex, on t e app IcatlOn 0 

fi ve members of said corporation, shall issue a warrant for 
calling the first n1eeting, and the corporation may agree 
upon the method of calling future meetings. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 
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CHAP. CLXIV. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, C~ An act to estab .. 
}ish The Hingham and Quincy Bridge and Turnpike 
Corporation. " 

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
c([.uthority of the same, That Joseph Bemis of Canton, in c . 
the COl] nty of Norfolk, Esquire, be, and he hereby is con- Si~~=l~dOll. 
stituted and made a commissioner, jointly with Jonathan stituted. 

Hunnewell of Boston, and Samuel Bass of Ratldolph, 
Esquires, heretofore appointed commissioners, as appears 
in the act whereto this act is in addition; and the said 
Joseph Bemis is hereby authorized and empowered to do 
and perform all the duties and services which are incum-
bent" upon and required of any- commissioner aforesaid, in 
said act named, as though the said Joseph Bemis had been, 
by said act, appointed in the place of Aaron Hobart of 
Abington, who was appointed a conl1nissioner in and by 
said act, and who has since deceased. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLXV. 

An Act provid ing for the safe keeping of the records in 
the offices of the Register of Deeds, and of the Register 
of Probate, in the several counties within this Common­
wealth. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and lIo~se oj' 
Represrntatzves in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That it shall be the duty Gf the Duty of, 

Court of Sessions, in each county in this Comll1onwealth, ~OUl:t of 
to provide in the same building, which has been or may' es~nons, 
be pr'lvided for the safe keeping of the judicial records 
and files, separate fire proof rooms with suitable alcoves, 
cases, and boxes, for the safe keeping of all the rec9rds, 
files, pap~rs, and dOCUlnents which now renlain or shaH 
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hereafter accumulate in the office of Register of Deeds, 
except in those counties where there' is already provided 
~ fire-proof building, or rooms for the registry of deeds; 
ul.which case the records, files, papers, and documents 
which are required by this act, shall be ~eposited in said 
building or rOO1l1S, for the registry of deeds, which is kept 
in the shire town in each county, and also in' the office of 
the Register of Probate, where the Register shall reside 
In such town. . 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That it s-ha11 be' 
the duty of the Court of Sessions, in each county, to pro. 
vide the building or office required by the "Act provid­
ing for the appointment of clerks of the courts in the 
several counties, and for the safe keeping of the judicial 
records, and for other purposes," within two years frOln 
the passing of this uct. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CLXVI. 

.l\n Act to establish the town of Foxcroft, in the county of 
Hancock. 

SEC. 1. BE it enac ted by the Senate and House of 
. Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authorzty oj' the same, That the township numbered five, 
in the seventh range, north of the Waldo Patent, in the 

. county of Hancock, be, and hereby is established as a 
Town lllcor· town by the name of Foxcroft and by the following bOUll= pOl'ated. ,~ , ~ 

daries, viz. east by the town~hip nu mber four in the sallIe 
range; south by the river Pascataquies; west by number 
six in the same range; north by llU mber seven in the 
eighth range. And the said town of Foxcroft is hereby 
vested with all the corporate powers and privileges, and 
subjected to the like duties and requisitions of other towns, 
according to the constitution and laws of this Common­
wealth. 

SE c. 2. And be it ,further enacted, That any J llstice of 
. . the Peace, for the county of Hancock~ is hereby authorized, . 

JustIce to IS· 1" I f" d' 1 sue warrant. upon app IcatlOn t lere or, to Issue a warrant, lrectec to 
a freeholder and inhabitt-mt of the said town of Foxcroft, 
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requiring him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof, to 
Ineet at snch convenient time and ,place as shall be ex­
pressed in said warrant, for the choice of such officers as 
towns are by law required to choose at their annual town­
meetings. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J ' 

CHAP. CLXVII. 

An Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act to regu-
late Prisons within this Commonwealth. ' 
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SEC. l'.BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 

h ' if h 'fh h 'h . Libel·ty of aut orzty 0 t e same, at w enever any person w 0 IS prisoners. 

or may be imprisoned for debt, on mesne process or ex­
ecution, shall give bond with one or lllore sureties, 
approved by the creditor, or two Justices of the Peace, to 
the creditor, in double the atnount for which he is impris-
oned, conditioned, that froll1 the time of executing such 
bond, he will not depart without the exterior bounds of 
the debtors'liberties until lawfully discharged, the gaol 
keeper shall release him frorn close confinement, without 
requiring any other conditipn in such bond. 

SE c. 2. Be it further 'enacted, That nothing done 
since the passing of the act to which this act is an addi. Breach of 

tion, shall be considered a breach of any bond which has bond. d 

b b · b' h I' b f 1 I explame . een or may e gIven to 0 tam tel erty 0 t le gao 
yard or debtors' liberties, except the passing over and 
beyond the exterior limits and bounds thereof, as by law 
established for the time being. 

SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, That any bond which has C d" 

b b · b' h II, b f h I on Ibons een or 11lay e gIven, to 0 tam tel ertv 0 t e gao of discharg~ 

yard or debtors' liberties, shall be discharged and void ing the bond, 

whenever the principal therein shall surrender himself, or 
be surrendered by his surety, to the keeper of the prison 
where the bond was given, reserving however the right of 
the creditor to recover for a breach thereof before such 
surrender, by suit cOlnmenced within one year from such 
breach; Provided however, That after such surrender, 
said principal shall be entitled, on giving bond anew, to 
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the same privileges as he ,vas or would be, befor~ such 
&urrender. 

HE c. 4. Be it further enacted, That any principal sur. 
rendered by his bail, either on nlesne process or action of 
scire facias against the bail, shall, on giving bond similar 
to that in the first section of this act prov ided, be released 
from close confinement, in the Salne manner as if he had 
given such bond after commitment on the original writ 
or execution. 

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted, That this act, and the 
act to which this act is an addition, shall be and continue 
in force and operation until repealed,. any limitation thereiq. 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLXVITl. 

An Act to continue in force the Charter of the Plym,euth 
Bank. 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House qf 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That an act made and passed the 
twenty-third day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and three, entitled1 ".A.n act to 
incorporate sundry persons by the name of The President 
and Directors of the PIY1TIouth Bank," be, and the same 
is hereby continued in force until the first Monday in 
October next, any thing in the act aforesaid to the contrary 
not withstanding. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 



COURT 011' SESSIONS. Feb. 29, 1812. 

CHAP. CLXIX. 

An Act to fix the tin1es of holding' the Court of Sessions 
in the respective counties in this Commonwealth. 

605 

, SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assenlblec/, and by the T' f 
authority oft-he same, 'That fronl and after the first day ofh~~~~I~g~ 
April next, the times and places for holding the sevel'ai COLlL'tB, 

Courts of Sessions shall be as fo110ws, that is to say, 
"\tVithin and for the county of Suffolk, at Boston, on the 

first Tuesday of January, on the third rfuesday of April, 
on the first Tuesday of July, and on the first Tuesday of 
October. 

\Vithin and for the county of Essex, at Ipswich, on tl,1e 
second Tuesday of April, and on the second Tuesday of 
October. 

Within and for the county of Middlesex; at Cambridge, 
on the first T'uesday of January; and at Concord, on the 
second Tuesday of 1\1ay, and on the third 'l'uesday of 
September. 

VVithin and for the county of 'V arc ester, at vVorcester, 
on the second Tuesday of lVlnrch, and. on the second 
IVlonday of September. 

VVithin and for the county of I-Iampshire? at Northamp~ 
t011, on the first lVlonday in September, and on the third 
~1onday in January. 

Within and for the county of Hampden; at Springfield, 
on the second Monday in .April, and on the second Mon­
dayin September. 

'Vithin and for the county of Franklin, at Greenfield, 
on the first 1'uesday of 1\1;rch, on the third Tuesday of 
August, and on the third Tuesday of N overnbcr. 

'''ithin and for the county of Berkshire, at Lenox, on 
the last 1\1esday of April, and on the last Tuesday of 
Septenlber, 

Within and for the county of 1:,J orfolk, at Dedham, 'on 
the third Monday of April, and on the fourth Monday of 
September. 

:F f f f 
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Within and for the county of Plyl110uth, at PlYl11oUth, 
on the third Tuesday of ~4arch, and on the first Tuesday 
of Augu~t. 

Within and for the county of Bristol, at 'r'aunton, on 
the fourth 'Vednesday of March, and on the fourth 
Wednesday of Septen1ber. 

Within and for the county of Barnstable, at Barnsta~ 
hIe, on the last Tuesday of l\Iarch, and on the third Tues~< 
day of September. 

Within and for the:county of Dukes' County, at Edgar­
ton, on the third Monday of l\lay, andon the first Monday 
of N ovel11ber. 

Within and for the county of Nantucket, at Nantucket, 
on the third Monday of April, and on the second Monday 
of October. 

Within and for the countv ofY ork,at York, 011 the Tues­
day next preceding the thfrd Monday of April; and at 
Alfred, on the 'Tuesday next preceding the second Mon­
day of September. 

Within and for the county of Oxford, at Paris, on the 
third Tuesday of March, and on the first 'Tuesday of 
September. 

Within and for the county of CUluberland, at Portland, 
on the fourth Tuesday of lVlarch, and on the first Tuesday 
of Septen1ber. 

'i\lithin and for the county of Kennebeck, at Augusta, 
on the last 'Tuesday of April, and on the first 'ruesday of 
December. 

Within and for the county of Somerset, at N orridge­
wock, on the second 1'uesday of March, and on the second 
Tuesday of Septel11ber. 

"Vithin and for the county of Lincoln, at 'lVt-iscasset, on 
the third Monday of l\1ay; at Topsham, on the Monday 
next after the fourth Monday of August; and at "Vanen, 
on the third l\1onday of January. 

VVithin and for the county of Hancock, at Castine, on 
the fourth Tuesday of Marob, on the fourth Tuesday of 
Septen1ber, and on the third Tuesday of December. 

'Vithin and for the county of Washington, at Machias, 
on the second Tuesday of March, and on the second 
'Tuesday of Septclnber, annually, in each, and all of the 
respectiv~ cOllnties aforesaid. 
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SE c. 2. Be it enacted, That all petitions, C0111-

plaints, motions, matters, things and process, o~ what na­
ture or description soever, which lllay on the saId first day 
of April next be pending in, or returnable to any Court of 
Sessions which would have been held, had not thIS act been 
passed, shall stand continued to, be entered at, have day 
in, and be proceeded upon, at the next ternl of the Court 
of Sessions which shall be holden in any county next after 
the said first day of April next. 

SE C. 3. .Be 'it enacted, That fr01ll and after the 
said first day of April next, aU the laws heretofore nlade 
alld passed, and now in force, determining the tilnes, and 
places for holding the Courts of Sessions, within and for 
the several counties in this Comlllonwealth, so far only as 
respects the titues and places of holding the same courts, 
be, and the same hereby are repealed. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 

CHAP. CLXX. 

An Act to change the names of certain persons hereillJ. 
mentioned. 

607 

BE it el1acted by the Senate aml HOllse qf 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, 'That from and after the date of _ 
passing this act, that William Andrews, the third son of ~~~:d. 
John Andrews, of Boston, shall be allowed to take the 
name of VVillialll Barrell Andrews; that J Oh11 Brown, of 
Boston, sun of John Brown of Sterling, in the county of 
Worcester, shall be allo,ved to take the nmne of John 
George Brown; that Elijah Clark, son of H.umphry 
Clark, shall be allowed to take the narne of Elijah Pope 
Clark; that 'Villialn Jarvis shaH be allowed to take the 
name of William Charles Jarvis; that Obadiah Johnson 
shall be allowed to take the name of vViliiarn Henry J ohn~ 
son; that Susan Ann Lovell, daughter of .Tanles Lovell) 
shall be allowed to take the name of Ann Bethune Lovell ; 
that Willianl Machett shall be allowed to take the name of 
vVillianl P. lVlatchett; that J Oh11 Marston shall be allo\ved 
to h1ke the nmne of John 1\1t'1chel' IVlarston; that Henry 
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ParIonan, son of Salnne! Park11'lan, shall be allo\ved to take 
the name of Samuel Parlnnan,-all of Boston in the county 
of Suffolk; that John Buckminster, of Hamilton, shall be 
allowed to take the name of John Butler; that Elisha 
Hogg, of !)anvers, shall be allowed to take the name of 
Eli~ha Dana; that Asa Fletcher, of Danvers, shall be 
allowed to take the name of VV illiam Asa Fletcher; that 
Polly Snlith, of Salem, Sh;:l11 be allo\ved to take the name 
of l\1ary Larkin Smith,-all of the county of Essex: ; that 
Samuel'T'ubbs, of Pembroke, shall be allowed to take the 
name of Samuel Tubbs Angier; that Calvin Damman, of 
Scituate, shall be allowed to take the name of Calvin 
Damon vVilder,-all of the county of PlYlTIOuth ; that Ab­
ner Grifford, of '\lVestport, shall be allowed to take the name 
of Abner Browner Gifford; that Raiman Castino (alias 
Salisbury), and A.bigail Castino (alias Salisbury), of 
"\IVestpoI't,shall be allowed to take the names of RaimanCas­
tina, and Abigail Castino, only,-all of the county of Bris­
tal; that Baxter Olds, of Brookfield, shall be allowed to 
take the name of Baxter Olds Minot; that Polycarp Put­
nam, of Sutton, shall be allo\ved to take the name of John 
lVlilton Putnaln,-aJl of the county of vVorcester; that 
Richard Lyman, ofN orthampton, shall be allowed to take 
the mune of William Cornelius Lyman; that Chase Page 
VVedgwood Griffin, of .. t\lfred, in the county of York, shall 
be allowed to take the name of Charle~:; Griffin; that John 
_Kimbal, of Augusta, in the county of E:ennebeck, sl~ail 
be allowed to take the name of John Sawyer K-imball; that 
Ebenezer M'Intosh, of Portland, in the county of Cum­
ber1and~ shall be allowed to take the name of Henry P. 
!vI'Intosh; that Moses Chase jun. of Newburyport, shall 
be allowed to take the name of Moses James Chas.e; that 
1\10ses Chase the third, of N e'ivbu ryport, shall be allowed 
to take the name of Moses Bailey Chase; that Benjamin 
Gould jun~ of Newburyport, shall be allowed to take the 
name of Benjanlin Apthrop GoUlcl,-aIl of the county of 
Essex. And the said se,-eral persons,from and after the pass~ 
ing of this act, be called and known by the names which 
by this act they are respectively allowed to tnke as afore~ 
;;;aid, and the same shall be considered as their only proper 
fl.l1d legal names. 

~This act passed 29th Febntary 1812.] 
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CHAP. CLXXI. 

An Act to confirm the proceedings of the Justices of the 
. Courts of Sessions for the several Counties of Lincoln, 
Vvashingtol1 and SOlllerset. . 
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SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
autlzorzty of the same, That the proceedin~s of the J us- Proceeding 

tices of the Court of Sessions holden at 'IV arren, w lthin ~f C?U1't of 

and for the county of Lincoln, on the third Nlonday of eSSlOllS. 

January last, be, and the same are hereby made valid in 
law, in as full and complete a munner as though a ternl of 
said coud had been holden at Topsham, within and for 
said coun,ty, on the first IVlonday of Septelnber last, any 
thing in the law establishing said court to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

SE C. 2. Be it furthe14 enacted, 1'hat the proceedings of 
the Justices of the Court of Sessions holden at Machias, 
within and for the county of Washington, on the twenty­
fourth day of December last, so far as it relates to their pas­
sing upon the county treasurer's accounts and making an 
estimate for a county tax for said COUDty, be, and the same 
are hereby nlade valid, any law to the contrary notwith­
standing. 

SEC. 3. Be itfurtlzer enacted, That the proceedings of 
the Justices of the Court of Sessions holden at N orridge­
\vock, within and for the county of SOlllerset, in the month 
of September last, and at the adjournments of said court, 
since that time, be, and the same are hereby made valid in 
la"w, any irregularity in the nH~eting or adjoUrIUl1ent of said 
!;ourt by the Sheriff notwithstanding. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 
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CH.AP. CLXXII. 

An Act to empower Solomon Towne to construct a Lock, 
and open a Canal, froln Stiles' Panel in the town of 
Boxford, in the county of Essex, to the cotton factory 
of said Towne in Boxford. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House oj' 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority qf the same, That Solomon Towne, of Saleln, 
in the county of Essex, his heirs and assigns, be, and 

perso~s em- they are hereby authorized and empowered to construct a 
poweled. 1 S "I P . " 1 B l' d I' lock at the sout 1 end of tl es' and In salC OXior, Jor 

the purpose of raising a head of waters in said podd, and 
to open a canal of convenient width and dimensions to 
conduct and dra w off the waters of said pond, to the cotton 
mill or factory, belonging to said 'I'owne, in said Boxford; 
and that said Towne, his heirs and assigns, shall have lib­
erty to maintain said lock and ~(eep open said canal, and 
to pass and repass to and frOln the same, for the purposes 
of keeping the same in repair and of heading the waters of 
said ponel, and drawing the same at all times forever. 

SE C. 2. ANd be it further enacted, r-fhat if any person 
or persons, through whose lands the said canal shall pass, 
shall sufFer an'I.T damage bv m.eans of the sanl<:', and the 

D~tn-g' s. J l. '" 

pl:ovi::dfor. parties cannot agree upon the amount or yalue of the dam .... 
ages thus caused, nor upon some suitable person or per­
sons to estilnate the same, then and in such case, some 
disinterested person or persons shall, on petition therefor 
by the party clailning dan1age, be appointed by the Cir­
cuit Court of Comlnon Pleas, holden within and for said 
county, after notice t~ the adverse partv; and the deter­
Inination and report of the referee or refe"rees,so appointed 
Inade in writing and returned by theln to the next Circui~ 
Court of Comn10n Pleas for said county, shaH be the 
Ineasure of ~uch damages; and the said court, if they 
see no suffiCIent reas~n to the con~rary, shall render judg­
ment thereon, and Issue executIOn therefor. Provided 
nevertheless, That the said court, on application and 
request of either of the parties, shall issue a warrant to the 



ANDROSCOGGIN RIVER. Feb. 29, 1812. 

Sheriff of said county, or, in case he is interested, to som'e 
Coroner of the same county not interested~ naluing such 
Sheriff or Coroner, directing hinI to sumn10n and in1pan­
nel a jury of twelve good and lawful men, who shall be 
sworn to n1ake a true and faithful appraisement of the dam­
ages sustained) and their verdict shall be returned by the 
officer to said court, and when there allowed and record­
ed, judgment shall be ren'dered thereon and execution 
issue accordingly. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CHAP. CLXXIII. 

~n Act in addition to an act, entitled, "An act for incor­
porating of certain persons for the purpose of making, 
l~ying and maintaining side booms in Androscoggin 
flver. 

611 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the proprietors of side booms Proprietol'~ 
in Androscoggin river be authorized and empowered. to authorized. 

extend side booms above the lower faUs in Andro~coggin, 
at any suitable place or places within the limits of Topsham 
and Brunswick. 

SE c. 2. Be it further enacted) That the said corporation 
shall be entitled to and receive of the respective owner or 
owners of logs and other lumber by them stopped in their 
side booms, above said falls, rafted and properly secured 
for the owner, the following respective fees, viz. for each Rate offees. 

mast, fifty cents; for each log or logs sufficient to Iuake a 
thousand feet of boards, thirty cents; for each bOOlll, fifty 
cents; for each bow-sprit, fifty cents; for each ton of oak 
tiluber, twenty-five cents; for each ton of pine tilnber, 
eighteen eents; for each hundred feet of ranging- timber, 
twelve cents; for eacb thousand of staves, twelve cents; 
for each thousand of clapboards, twelve cents; and for any 
other kind of lumber in the sanle proportion. Provzded Pl'ovlSf). 

nevertheless, That the fees aforesaid shall at all times be 
subject to the revision and alteration of the Legislature, 
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SE C. 3. Be it Jurtlzer enacted, That if any owner or 
owners of any interval or other lands ill the towns of Bruns­
wick or Topsham, shall receive qan1age by the layi ng and 
making any side booms, either above or below the lower 
falls in Androscoggin river, such person or persons so 
damaged may apply to the Circuit Court of Common Pleas 
to be holden for the county in which such dan1age may 

Court accrue, within one year next ~'lfter such dam:1ge arises, 
authorized. 

which courts are hereby authorized and empovvered by 
warrant under the seal of said court, to appoint three dis­
interested and discreet freeholders of the same county, to 
appraise the yeady dalnage done to the owner or owners of 
any lands,by making and laying of any side boom or booms 
within either of the towns aforesaid; and said comrnission­
ers, or a majority of them, shall make return of their doings 
to the next court to be holden for the saBle county, which 
being returned, allowed, and recorded, and judgment 
therein rendered, shall be a sufficient bar to any action to 
be brought for any dan1uge by reason of the laying of said 
side bOOln or booms. 

SE c. 4. And be it fitrther enacted, That the commis­
Commission- sioners appointed as aforesaid, sllall, before they proceed 
ers to be . 1 d !' 'd b 1 .c.' 1 swor11, to appraIse t le mnage as alOreSal, e sworn to t le lUlt 1-

ful discharge of their trust and give ten days notice at least 
to all persons known to be interested; and their result 
and juc1gnlcnt thereon shall be the yearly damage until 
the owner or occupant of such land, or the proprietors of 
the side booms aforesaid, shall, on a new complaint to the 
said court, in manner aforesaid, obtain an increase or de~ 
crease of said damage; a.nd the party entitled to such 
yearly damage, on the non-payrnent thereof, annually, by 
said proprietors, whether he be party to the record, his 
heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, may have an 
action of debt, grounded dn such record, to recover the 
same; and the party prevailing in any complaint or action 
aforesaid shall be entitled to his full legal costs. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.J 
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CI-IAP. CLXXIV. 

An Act to incorporate the Christian Monitor Society. 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That 10hn Lathrop, Eliphalet Porter, Persons in. 
J Ohl1 Prince, Thaddeus Mason Harris, John Bradford, corpol'ated, 

Horace Holley, Sailluel Carey, Jacob Flint, Henry Colman, 
James Morrill, Elisha Clap, and those who may associate 
with them, be, and they hereby are erected into a body 
corporate, by the name of The"Christian Monitor Society, 
and by that name shall have all the rights of a corporation, 
during the pleasure of the Legislature. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Christian Empowel'e(1 

Monitor Society, shall have power to choose such officers tffichoosc 

as said society lnay think necessary, for the well ordering 0 eel's. 

of the affairs of said society, and to establish such rules, 
regulations, and by-laws, as may be necessary and proper 
for the adn1ission of n1elnbers, and carrying into effect 
the objects of their il~stitl1tion, provided the saIne be not 
repugnant to the constitution and laws of this Conllnon~ 
wealth. 

SEC. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said society Limitation 
shall never own or possess property to a greater alTIOunt ofpl'opertr· 

- than ten thousand dollar~. 
SE c. 4. Be it further enacted, That the only po\;v'er and 

authority hereby vested in said society, besides the power . 
and ,authority hcr~in before given, is, t~ pu bl~s~ from titne ~~~~~~'lty 
to tune one or more volumes, conta1llll1g ongmal and se-
lected tracts, infonnation, and essays, on the nature and 
evidence of divinereve1ation, and the duties which it incul-
cates; ~nd to 111anage and appropriate the- funds which 
said society nlay possess, for the above Inentioned pur-
poses. 

SE c,, 5. Be it further r:nacted, That any- Justice of the .Tustice 

Peace, In the county 9£ Suffolk,be, and he hereby is author. authorizeu. 

ized to call a Ineeting of the melnbers of the society, by 
notice in one or more newspaper~ printed in the town of 
Boston, on request of any two of the persons above named; 
and the, per~ons who Inay convene, in virtue of such 
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~10tice, nlay proceed to organize said society, at thilt nleet­
mg, or at any adjourmnent of that meeting . 

. [This act passed 29th ,February, 1812. ] ' 

CHAP. CLXXV. 

An Act in further addition to an act, entitled, "An act to 
regulate the catching of salmon, shad, and alewives, and 
to prevent obstructions in Merrimack river, and in the 
other'rivers and streams running into the same, within 
this Commonwealth, and for repealing several acts here­
tofore made for that purpose." 

SE c. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of 
IlejJresentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
allthorzty of the same, 1"hat any person who shall be con­
vlcted of catching any salmon, shad, or alewives in Mer­
rimack river,or any river or stremn centering to, or running 
into the same, or shall drag any seine Of drag-net, or set 
any net or pot, or use any other machine for the purpose 
of catehing any of the said fish in the said rivers or streams, 
within this Common\vealth; at any time or place other 
than is allowed by the act to which this is in addition, 
shall forfeit and pay, for each offence, a fine not less than 
seven dollars, nor more than thirty dollars, at the discre­
tion of the court before which trial shall be had, according 
to the aggravation of the offence, any thing in the act to 
which this is in addition to the contrary notwithstanding. 

SE c. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passing of this act, every town in this Conlmonwealth, 
bordering on Merrimack river, and in which there are any 
ponds, rivers, or streanls, centering to, or emptying thelll­
sd ves into, Merrimack river, where salmon, shad, or ale­
wives do or would (if not obstructed) go up to cast their 
spawn, shall, at their annual meeting in the month of March 
or April annually, choose by ballot, at least six suitable 
3'ncl fit persons as fish-wardens, any law Of usage to th,e 
contrary nOhvithstanding. 

SE c. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
be fonnd in any way aiding or assisting in unlawfully fish .. 
ing, on conviction thereof he shall be adjudged guilty of 
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a breach of the act to which this is in addition, and shall Penally ~Ol' 
fi J'.' ·h fi ' 'I l' h' .c breach at !\.c.I; orle-It and pay t e sallie ne as IS proVIC ec In t IS act lor 
actually fishing on unlawful days. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the powers 
given to fish-wardens,in the act to which this is in addition, 
shall be transferred to the Selectnlen of the several towns, 
where this law can operate or have force, so f~H as relates 
to the opening and preventing obstructions in or across 
the said Merrimack river, or any of the rivers or streams· 
running into the same; and it shall be the duty of the Duty of 

Selectmen of the three nearest or next adjoining towns, Selectmen" 

where any obstructions are or may be formed in or across 
said rivers or streams, or the maj or part of such Select. 
men, to remove or cause to be removed, after twenty -four 
hours notice given to the owner, builder, or occupier, all 
obstructions to a free and suitable passage of said fish up 
and down the said rivers and streams: and if the owner, 
builder, or occupier of any dam or other obstruction shall 
refuse or neglect, for the space of twenty -four hours after 
notice given as aforesaid, to reluove such dam or ob­
struction, or such part thereof as the Selectmen shall direct, 
the Selectmen shall cause the same to be reulOved at the 
expense of the owner, builder, or occupier thereof. 

SE c. 5. And be it further enacted, That all fines· and ~i.nes, fQI', 

forfeitures incurred by any breach of this act, or the act fl:itUl'l:.':l; 

to which this is in addition, and not exceeding ten dollars, 
shall inure wholly to the fish-warden complaining; and 
all fish found. taken on unlu\vful days, shall be the prop-
~rty of the fish- "varden finding' them. 

['This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CI-IA.P. CLXX\TI. 

.An Act e.stahlishing an Academy in the town of New 
Bedford, in the county of Bristol, by the nan1e of 
Friend!)' Academy. 

WHEREAS the encouragement of litera-
tlure in the rising generation, has been considered by the PN!ambk 

wise and good, as a basis upon which the safety and hap-
piness of a free people greatly depend. A.nd whereas 
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vVilliam Rotch has built a convenient house for an acad~ 
emy in New Bedford, in the county of Bristol, for that 
purpose, and he and his associates have subscribed up­
wards of ten thousand dollars, for a fund thereto, and 
haye petitioned this court for an act of incorporation. 

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse oj'Rep­
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the au­
tlwrity o.f the same, T'hat there be, and hereby is estab­

Academy in- lished in the town ofN ew Bedford, in the county of Bris­
corporated. tol, an academy, by the nalne of Friends' Academy; for 

the purpose of, promoting piety and virtue, and for the 
education of youth, in snch languages and in such lib­
eral arts and sciences as the' trustees hereafter provided 
shall order and direct. 

SEC. 2. And be ,itfurtller enacted, That vVilliam Rotch, 
Tryst~3 ap- Elisha Thornton, Thomas Arnold, San1uel Elam, Samuel 
poxnte . Rodman, Willian1 Rotch jun. vVilliam Dean, Abraham 

Shearman jun. and lanlcs Arnold, be, and they are hereby 
appointed trustees of said academy, and they are hereby 
incorporated into a body politic, by the name of The 
r-rrustees of Friends' Academy; and they) 'and their suc­
cessors shall be and continue a body politic and corpo .. 
rate by the sanle name forever. 

SE c. 3. And be it further enacted, rrhat the said 
trustees, and their succ;essors, shall have one conUTIon 

Seal of office, seal, which they nlay break, change and renew, from time 
to tilne, as they shall see fit; and they may sue and be 
sued in all actions real, personal and mixed, and prosecute 
and defend the same to final judgnlent and execution; by 
the naIne of T'he 'rrllstees of Friends' Academy, and lTIay 
appoint an agent or agents to prosecute or defend such 
suit or suits. 

SE c. 4,. And be it jlirtller enacted, That the said Willialn 
:Empowel"ed Rotch and otbers, the trustees aforesaid, and theIr SUcces­
to elect offi- sors be and thev are hereby nlac1e the visitors trustees 'Cers j, J ,~ 

. and governors of the said academy in perpetual succession 
forever; to be continued in the way and manner hereinaf~ 
ter specified, with full pow'er and authority to elect such 
oHicers of the sllid academy as they shall judge necessary 
and convenient; and to make and ordain such hnvs, orders 
~nd rules, not repugnant to the laws of this Common­
'wealth, for the good governn1ent of said academy as to 
thenl shall seem fit and requisite, 
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SEC. 5. And be itfurther enacted, That the number of Number 
the trustees aforesaid shall not at any tilne be more than limited. 

fifteen nor less than nine, four of whom,at least, shall be 
l}ecessary to constitute a quorunl for transacting business. 

SE c. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
one or .more of the trustees aforesaid shall die or resign, vacal~c~es 
or in the judgment of the major part of the trustees shall sUPP Ie • 

be rendered incapable, by age or otherwise, of discharging 
the duties of his office, or disqualified by any rule or order 
they may have established; the trustees then surviving may 
elect one or more persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies. 

SE C. 7. And be it further enacted, That the trustees 
aforesaid, and their successors, be, and they are hereby 
rendered capable in law, to take and hold, by gift or grant, 
devise, bequest, or otberwise; any land, tenements, or other 
estate, real or personal, which have heretofore been given, 
or subscribed, or which 111ay hereafter be given or sub­
scribed, for the purpose aforesaid. Provided, The annual Pl'oviso. 

~ncome of said real and personal estate shall not exceed . 
the sum of ten thousand dollars; and all deeds and in­
struments which the said trustees 11lay lawfully make, 
shall be sealed with their seal, and bind the trustees and 
their successors, and be valid in law. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That Samuel Rod- Fil'st 

man be, and hereby is authorized and empowered, to ap- meeting" 

point the time and place for holding the first 111eeting of 
said trustees, and notify them thereof. 

[This act passed 29th February, 1812.] 

CI-IAP. CLXX~VII. 

An Act appropriating certain fines for the repairing of 
Highways and Bridges. 

SEC. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House oj' 
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, T'hat all fines which shall hereafter 
be imposed by the Supreme Judicial Court, or by the ~rpropl:ia" 
Circuit Court of Conlmon Pleas, within this Comnl0n. bon of fine:> 

wealth; on any town, for any neglect in making or repairing 
any highways or bridges within the same, shall be appro~ 
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priated and disposed of for the making' and repairing the 
highways and bridges so defective as aforesaid. 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Justices 
of the Supreme Judicial Court, or of the Circuit Court of 
Common Pleas, shall at the session; when any such fine 
shall be imposed as aforesaid, appoint one or more person 
or persons to superintend the collection and appropriation 

bcollecpt~rStto of the same for the purposes aforesaid; whose duty it shall 
e ap om - • 

ed. be to attend to the collectIon of such fine, and the appro-
priation thereof in nlanner aforesaid; and shall make return 
of his or their doings therein to the court that may have 
imposed said fine, whenever thereto by them required. 

[This act passed 29th ]iebruary, 1812.J 

END OF J.!1NU.!1RY SESSIOJY, 1812. 


