
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD 

OF THE 

Ninety-Fifth Legislature 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

1951 

DAILY KENNEBEC JOURNAL 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 



616 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MARCH 21, 1951 

HOUSE 

Wednesday, March 21. 1951. 

The House met according to ad­
jourmnent and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Howard 
H8iIIrlin of Guilford. 

The journal of ,the previous ses­
sion was read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Sen!l;te: The following 

Resolution: 
STATE OF MAINE 

In the Year of Our Lord Nineteen 
Hundred Fifty-One 

RESOLU'I'ION 
WHEREAS. the State of Maine 

has ever sought to protect from 
waste and destruction her aJbun­
dant natural reSOUIx:es; and 

WHEREAS, the .people of Maine 
with unse)[ish devotion have given 
of their time and effort to further 
the program of conserving othose 
resources which are native to Maine 
and which have hrought her fame; 
and 

WHEREAS. the Kennebec Valley 
Garden C1ub and the Augusta Na­
ture OIUb have rendered an invalu­
Sible service in the conservation of 
wild flowers. ferns. shrubs and trees 
to better preserve ,the inter-relation 
between the forces of nature, now. 
therefore. Ibe it 

RESOLVED: Tm~t the members 
of the Senate and the members 
of the House of RE!presentatives of 
the 95th Legislature. in recognition 
of the services well rendered in the 
compilation of a '\Plant Oonserva­
tion List for the state of Maine". 
Edition 1. 1951. compiled by ,the 
Kennebec Valley Garden Club and 
the Augusta Nature Club, in con­
sultation with Dr. :£i'. H. Steinmetz. 
Head of the Department of Botany 
and Entomology, University of 
Maine; Professor F"ay Hyland. De­
partment of Botany, University of 
Maine; Professor Roger GlaPP. 
Department of Horticulture. Uni­
versity of Maine; Dr. Henry B. 
Peirson. state Entomologist. state 
of Maine Forest Service; !Mr. Ed­
ward Johnson, state Horticulturist. 
State of Maine. deeply appreciate 
the service rendered by the aJbove­
named clubs and people and com­
mend the results of their diligent 

Laibors to the people of the state of 
Maine; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That a copy of this 
Resolution be transmitted to the 
Kennebec Valley Garden ClUib and 
the Augusta Nature Club. (S. P. 
510) 

Game from the Senate read and 
adopted. 

In the House, read and adopted 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: 
Bill "An Act Ratifying Town 

Meeting of the Town of Hancock" 
(S. P. 512) 

Came from the Senate received 
by unanimous consent. Under sus­
pension of rules. read twice and 
passed to be engrossed without ref­
erence to a committee. 

In the House, received by unani­
mous consent, given its three sev­
eral readings under suspension of 
the rules without reference to a 
Committee and passed to be en­
grossed in concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: We have. in the 
balcony of the House. a photogra­
pher 'who would like to have a 
picture as the House appears in 
session. It is for offiCial publica­
tion. and the Chak would 8Jppreei­
ate it very much if all of the mem­
bers would remain in the same po­
sition in which they are in at the 
present time. The House may be 
at ease for a moment until the 
picture is taken. 

----
House at Ease 

Called to order by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKiER: The Ohair. at 
this time, will appoint the gentle­
man from Limestone. Mr. Burgess, 
as Speaker pro tern. and the 
Sergeant-8.lt-Arms will please escort 
the gentleman to the rostrum. 

Mr. Burgess was then escorted 
by the Sergeant-at-Arms to the 
rostrum. where he assumed the 
Chair. amid the applause of the 
House, and Speaker Silsby retired. 

Senate Reports of Cilm.mittees 
,Leave to Withdraw 

Report of the Committee on 
Judiciary on Bill ",An Act to Pro­
vide for the Surrender Illy 'Dallas 
Plantation of Its Organization" (S. 
P. 273) (L. D. 612) reported leave 
to withdraw. 
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Came from the Senate, read and 
accepted. 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

Ought Not to Pass 
Report of the Committee on Ap­

propriations and Financial Affairs 
reporting "Ought not to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to Salaries of 
Members of Employment Security 
Commission" (S. P. 295) (L. D. 654) 
as it is covered by other Legisla­
tion. 

Came from the Senate read and 
accepted. 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
Report of the COmmittee on ,Edu­

cation reporting "OUght to pass" 
on Bill "An Act relating to state 
Aid to Towns Maintaining Eve­
ning Schools" (S. P. 229) (L. :0. 
50l) 

Report of the same Committee 
reporting same on Bill "An Act re­
lating to Authorized Amount of 
Endowment for Bridge Academy in 
the Town of Dresden" (S. P. 3'18) 
(L. D. 719) 

Report of the Oommittee on In­
land Fisheries and Game reporting 
same on Resolve Regulating Fish­
ing in Sourdnahunk and Little 
Sourdnahunk Lakes in the County 
of Piscataquis (S. P. 233) (L. D. 
5(4) 

Came from the Senate with the 
Reports read and aocepted and the 
Bills and Resolve passed to be en­
grossed. 

In the House, Reports were read 
and accepted in concurrence, the 
Bills read twice, the Resolve read 
once, and tomorrow assigned. 

Bills and Resolves Requiring 
Reference 

The following Bills, transmitted 
by the Director of Legislative Re­
search pursuant to Joint Orders, 
were received and, upon recom­
mendation of the Committee on 
Reference of Bills, were referred 
to the following Committees: 

Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary of 
Justices of the Supreme Judicial 

and Superior Courts" (H. P. 1657) 
(Presented by Mr. Carter of Bethel) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Legal Affairs 
Bill "An Act relating to a Ferry 

Between Beals and Jonesport" (H. 
P. 1658) (Presented by Mr. Hanson 
of Machiasport) 

(Ordered Printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Orders 
Mr. Spear of South Portland pre­

sented the following Order and 
moved its passage: 

ORDERED, the Senate concur­
ring, that Joint Order, H. P. 1647, 
relating to a study of the feasi­
bility of County Managers for 
Counties, be recalled from the Leg­
islative file to the House (H. P. 
1660) 

The Order was read and passed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Mr. Pierce of Bucksport presented 
the following Order and moved 
its passage: 

ORDERED, the Senate concur­
ring, that free additional telephone 
Service be provided for each mem­
ber and officer of the Senate and 
House to the number of twenty­
five (25) calls, of reasonable dura­
tion from Augusta to points within 
the limi,ts of the State of Maine, 
and that each member and officer 
of the Senate and House be pro­
vided with a card to be certified 
to by the Secretary of the Senate 
and Clerk of the House, respectively, 
charge for this service to be paid 
to the New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company at regular 
rates. (H. P. 1661) 

The Order was read and passed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Gay of Damar­
iscotta, it was 

ORDERED, that Rev. Reneel H. 
Colby of Wiscasset, be invited to 
cfficiate as Chaplain of the House 
on Thursday, April 19, 1951. 

On motion of Mrs. Moffatt of 
Bath, House Rule 25 was suspended 
for the remainder of today's ses­
sion, in order to permit smoking. 
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House Reports o.f Committees 
Ought Not to Pass 

Mr. Campbell from the Commit­
tee on Appropriations and Finan­
cial Affairs reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Bill, "An Act relating to 
State Owned Cars for State Fire 
Marshal. and Inspectors" (H. P. 
1193) (L. D. 758) 

Report was read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Mr. Campbell from the Commit­

tee on Appropriations and Finan­
cial Affairs reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Resolve Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution to 
Change the Term of Office of 
Treasurer of State (H. iP. 1073) 
(L. D. 686) 

Report was read. 
(On motion of Mr. Brown of 

Baileyville, ta.bled pending accept­
ance of Committee Report and 
specially assigned for Thursday, 
March 29th) 

Mr. Jacobs from the Committee 
on Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Resolve in favor of Fox­
croft Academy for Building (H. P. 
8(0) 

Same gentleman from the same 
Committee reported same on Re­
solve in favor of Monmouth Acad­
cmy (H. P. 802) 

Mr. Jalbert from the same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act Appropriating Moneys for 
Highway Rubbish H,emoval" (H. P. 
1072) (L. D. 680) 

Mr. Crabtree from the Commit­
tee on Education reported same on 
Resolve for the Purchase of One 
Hundred Copies of "West Gardi­
ner's Hundred Yea"rs" (H. P. 460) 

Same gentleman from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Joint Opera­
tion of Schools" (H. P. 883) (L. D. 
525) 

Mr. Fuller from the same Com­
mittee reported same on Resolve 
for the Purchase of Seventy-Five 
Copies of "History and Genealogy 
of Chester, Maine'" (H. P. 967) 

Mr. Winchenpaw from the same 
Committee reportedi same on Re­
solve for the Purchase of One Hun­
dred Copies of "Highlights of 
Westbrook History" (H. P. 819) 

Mr. Carville from the Commit­
tee on Inland Fisheries and Game 
reported same on Resolve Regulat­
ing Ice Fishing in Notched Pond 
in CUmberland County (H. P. 1163) 
(L. D. 702) 

Mr. Dennison from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Open Season 
for Fishing for Black Bass and 
Pickerel" (H. P. 627) (L. D. 379) 

Same gentleman from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Non-Resident 
and Alien Trapping Licenses" (H. 
P. 730) (L. D. 420) 

Mr. Frechette from the same 
Committee reported same on Re­
solve relating to Open Season in 
Waters of York County (H. P. 1311) 
(L. D. 864) 

Mr. Watson from the same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Revocation of Fish­
ing, Hunting, Guides' and Trap­
ping Licenses" (H. P. 1006) (L. D. 
594) 

Mr. Harding from the Commit­
tee on Judiciary reported same on 
Bill "An Act relating to Municipal 
Courts Without Judge or Recorder" 
(H. P. 1425) (L. D. 1032) as it is 
covered by other Legislation 

Mr. McGlauflin from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act Prohibiting Possession of 
Lights in Woods While in Posses­
sion of Firearms" (H. P. 1344) (L. 
D. 919) 

Mr. Woodworth from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating :to Operating Motor 
Vehicles While License Suspended 
or Revoked" (H. IP. 1012) (L. D. 575) 

Mr. lMartin from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs reported same on 
Bill "An Act to Grant a New 
Oharter :to the Gity of Calais" (H. 
P. 1120) (L. D. 707) 

Same gentleman from the same 
Committee reported same on Bill 
"An Act Amending the Charter of 
the City of Auburn" (H. P. 1181) 
(L. D. 735) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Leave to Withdraw 
Mr. IMcGlauflin from the Oom­

mittee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act 
relating to Temporary Judges for 
Municipal Geurts" (If. P. 1421) (L. 
D. 1029) reported leave to withdraw. 
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Mr. Hand ,from the Commirttee on 
Legal Affairs reported same on Bill 
"An Act Repealing Running iHorse 
Racing" (H. P. 649) (L. D. 364) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bill 

Mr. Fuller from the Committee 
on Judiciary reported "Ought to 
pass" on Bill "An Act to Ratify and 
Confirm the Incorporation of East 
Eddington Public Hall Oompany" 
(H. P. 1051) (L. D. 631) 

Report was read and accepted 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus­
pension of the rules, and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Printed Resolve 
Mr. Patterson from the Commit­

tee on Oounty Estimates to which 
was referred the County Estimates 
of the several Counties reported a 
Resolve under title of "Resolve for 
the Laying of the 'County 'I1axes for 
the Years Nineteen Hundred Fifty­
one and Nineteen Hundred Fifty­
two" (H. P. 1659) (L. D. 1228) and 
that it "Ought to pass" 

Report was read and accepted and 
the Resolve, having already been 
printed, was read once under sus­
pension of the rules, and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Ought to Pass with 
Committee Amendment 

Mr. Woodcock from the Commit­
tee on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
to create a Town Council-Manager 
Form of Government for the 'I1own 
of Limestone" (H. P. 1116) (L. D. 
703) reported "Ought to pass" as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
"A" submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus­
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" 
to H. P. 1116, L. D. 703, Bill "An 
Act to Create a Town Council­
Manager Form of Government for 
the Town of Limestone." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the entire emergency preamble be-

ginning with the words: "The an­
nual town meeting" and ending 
with the words: "health and safe­
ty; now, therefore,". 

Further amend said bill by 
striking out entirely Section 20, 
and inserting in place thereof the 
following: 

·Sec. 20. Referendum; effective 
date. This act shall take effect 90 
days after the adjournment of this 
legislature, only for the purpose of 
permitting its submission to the 
legal voters of the territory em­
braced within the limits of said 
district at any regular election or 
at any special election called and 
held for that purpose, or at any 
election called for the purpose of 
voting upon any state r,eferendum. 
Such election shall be held not 
later than 1 year after the effective 
date of this act and shall be called, 
advertised and conducted according 
to the law relating to municipal 
elections; provided, however, that 
the board of registration of said 
town shall not be required to pre­
pare for posting, nor the town 
clerk to post, a new list of voters, 
and for the purpose of registra­
tion of voters, said board shall be 
in session 1 hour preceding such 
election. The town clerk shall re­
duce the subject matter of this act 
to the following question: "Shall 
the act to Create a Town Council­
Manager Form of Government for 
the Town be Limestone be accep­
ted?" and the voters shall indicate 
by a cross or check mark placed 
over the words "Yes" or "No" their 
opinion of the same. The result in 
said district shall ,be declared! by 
the municipal officers of the town 
of Limestone and due certificate 
thereof filed by the town clerk 
with the secretary of state. This 
lIiCt shall take effect for all the 
purposes thereof immediately upon 
its acceptance by a majority of the 
legal voters voting at said meeting; 
provided that the total number of 
votes cast for and against the ac­
ceptance of this act at said meet­
ing equ~ or exceeds 20% of the 
total v:ote for all candidates for 
governor in said town at the next 
previous gubernatorial election.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and the bill was assigned 
for third reading tomorrow morn­
ing. 
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Passed to be :Engrossed 
Table,d 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary 
of the Forest Commissioner" (S. P. 
223) (L. D. 498) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading and 
read the third time. 

(On motion of .Mr. Turner of 
Auburn, tabled pending passage to 
be engrossed.) 

Bill "An Act relnting to Group 
Life Insurance" (S. P. 451) (L. D. 
1066) 

Bill "An Act Amending the 
Charter of the City of Augusta in 
regard to Criminal Fees" (H. P. 
1109) (L. D. 689) 

Bill "An Act Amending the 
Charter of the City of Rockland" 
(H. P. 1179) (L. D. 734) 

Bill "An A!ct relating to Auto­
mobile Travel by state Fire In­
spectors" (H. P. 11H4) (L. D. 759) 

Resolve Appropriating Moneys 
for Automatic Emergency Electric 
Power for state Police Radio Sys­
tem (S. P. 246) (L. D. 548) 

Resolve in f,avor of the Maine 
Historical Society IH. P. 794) (L. 
D. 1224) 

Resolve Restoring: the Frederick 
RObie Library Fund (H. P. 80l) (L. 
D. 1226) 

Resolve in favor of Knox Memo­
rial Assoctation, Inc. for Support 
and Maintenance of "Montpelier" 
(H. P. 803) (L. D. 1225) 

Resolve in favor of Winifred 
Malloy, of Hallowell (H. P. 846) (L. 
D. 484) 

Resolve Providing for Certain 
Construction at the Maine State 
AiBlort (E. P. 957) (L. D. 569) 

Were reported Iby the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, Resolves read 
the sooond time. all passed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended Bills 
Bill "An Act re::.ating to Court 

Stenographers" (S. P. 221) (L. D. 
496) 

Bill "An Act relating to License 
Fees for Harness Horse Racing" (H. 
P. 1350) (L. D. 925) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" and sent to the 
Senate. 

At this point Speaker Silsby re­
turned to the rostrum. 

The SPEAKER: Mr. Burgess, in 
order that yoU may remember this 
occasion, may I present you with 
this small gavel. 

Mr. BURGESS: Thank yOU, Sir. 
Thereupon, Mr. Burgess was con­

ducted by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to his seat on the floor, amid the 
applause of the House, the mem­
bers rising, and Speaker Silsby 
assumed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair, at 
this time, notes the presence in the 
balcony of the Hall of the House of 
the Farmington High School Junior 
and Senior Classes of Problems in 
Democracy, under the supervision 
of Mr. Walter Reed. 

In behalf of the House, the Chair, 
at this time, 'bids yOU welcome. 
(Applause) 

Passed to be Enacted 
Emergency nleasure 

An Aot to Provide Schoolmg in 
Brunswick for Tuition Pupils from 
Oertain Other Towns (H. P. 1\150> 
('L. D. 630) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two­
thirds vote af all the members 
elected to the House ,being neces­
sary, a divisian was had. 128 vated 
in favar af same and none against, 
and accordingly, the Bill was 
passed to 'be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent ta the Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act relating ,to Adoption of 

Persons (S. P. 131) (L. D. 239) 
An Act to Clarify Certain Provi­

sions af the Institutional Service 
Law (S. P. 133) (L. D. 238) 

An Act relating ta Eligibility far 
Liquar Licenses (S. P. 325) (L. D. 
724) 

An Act relating to Serial Num­
bers of Motor Vehicles (S. P. 329) 
(L. D. 727) 

An Act Changing the Town of 
Blanchard, Piscataquis County, to 
a Plantation (S. P. 348) (L. D. 814) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills 'as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be en­
acted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 
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Ta.bled 
An Act relating to Insurance 

Agents and Brokers (S. P. 370) (L. 
D. 898) 

Was reported by the Oommittee 
on !Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Gorham, 
Mr. Sanlborn. 

Mr. SANBORN: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that Item 7, Legislative Docu­
ment 898, An Act relating to In­
surance Agents and Brokers, lie on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle­
man care to make a special assign­
ment? 

Mr. SANBORN: Mr. Speaker, I 
hope to be able to take it from the 
talble tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Gorham, Mr. Sanborn, moves 
that Item 7, An Act relating to In­
surance Agents and Brokers, lie on 
the table pending passage to be en­
acted. Is this the pleasure of the 
House? 

The motion prevailed and the bill 
was so tabled. 

----
An Act to Apportion Representa­

tives to Congress (S. P. 386) (L. D. 
912) 

An Act relating to the Practice 
of O~tometry (S. P. 465) (L. D. 
1076) 

An Act relating to Estimates for 
Taxes by County Commissioners 
(S. P. 466) (L. D. 1077) 

An Act relating to Markers 
Designating Certain Waters and 
Mountains (H. P. 463) (L. D. 283) 

An Act relating to Markers for 
Town Lines (H. P. 580) (L. D. 350) 

An Act Amending the Charter 
of Congregational-Christian Con­
ference of Maine (H. P. 648) (L. D. 
388) 

An Act Prohibiting the Procuring 
of Liquor for Certain Persons (H. 
P. 784) (L. D. 465) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the senate. 

Tabled and ASSigned 
An Act relating to Membership 

in State Board of Education (H. P. 
816) (L. D. 479) 

'Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

(On motion of Mrs. Moffatt of 
Bath, tabled pending passage to be 
enacted and speCially assigned for 
Wednesday, March 28th) 

Ta.bled Temporarily 
An Act relating to Sales of Liquor 

to Minors (H. P. 848) (L. D. 487) 
Was reported by the Commit­

tee on Engrossed Bills as truly 
and strictly engrossed. 

Mr. GAY of Damariscotta: Mr. 
Speaker -

The SPEAKER: For what pur­
pose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. GAY: For the purpose of 
moving to indefinitely postpone 
House Paper 848, Legislative Docu­
ment 487, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Damariscotta, Mr. Gay, moves 
that An Act relating to Sales of 
Liquor to Minors, H. P. 848, L. D. 
487, which is Item 16, lie on the 
table temporarily, until the other 
matters are disposed of. 

An Act Amending the Charter of 
the City of Waterville to Provide 
an Indefinite Term for the City 
Engineer (H. P. 1053) (L. D. 633) 

An Act to Amend the Charter of 
the City of Waterville to Increase 
the Salary of the Mayor (H. P. 
1056) (L. D. 636) 

An Act to Create the Town of 
Columbia Falls School District (H. 
P. 1122) (L. D. 709) 

An Act relating to Pensions for 
Firemen of the City of Bangor (H. 
P. 1184) (L. D. 739) 

An Act relating to Tax Lien Fees 
(H. P. 1213) (L. D. 770) 

An Act relating to Public Bury­
ing-Grounds in Unincorporated 
Places (H. P. 1240) (L. D. 792) 

An Act relating to Investment of 
Trust Funds by Towns (H. P. 1242) 
(L. D. 794) 

An Act relating to Transporter 
Registration for Motor Vehicles (H. 
P. 1599) (L. D. 1140) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve Dividing the State into 

Executive Councillor Districts (S. 
P. 367) (L. D. 866) 

Resolve Regulating Fishing in 
Horne Pond in the Town of Lim­
ington, in the County of York (H. 
P. 734) (L. D. 423) 

Resolve in favor of the Town of 
Southwest Harbor (H. P. 915) (L. 
D. 1189) 
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Resolve Authori:~ing the State 
Tax Assessor to Convey by Sale 
Certain Interest of the State in 
Lands in the Unorganized Terri­
tory (H. P. 1503) fL. D. 1060) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to 
be enacted, Resolves finally passed, 
all signed by the Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

The Clerk then read Item 16 
which was temporarily tabled: 

House Paper 848, Legislative 
Document 487, ,An Act relating to 
Sales of Liquor to Minors. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Dam­
ariscotta, Mr. (Ja~. 

Mr. (JAY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Prior to the 
legislative session taking place I 
think we all received cards from 
certain agencies in the State re­
questing that we express our opin­
ion relative to certain pending leg­
islation in this session. 

I, for one, at that time, check­
marked a bill pending that I was 
not in favor of selling liquor to 
minors at that time. 

A man is only as good as his 
bond, however. When he gives his 
word prior to certain enactments, 
certain pieces of legislation which 
are worded entirely different than 
that which he would expect at that 
time, I believe that he has the 
right to break fai,th with himself. 

That is the explanation that I 
am going to giVe for arising in op­
position to this measure at this 
time. 

However, I would like to bring to 
the attention of the members of 
this House the Legislative Record 
of 1943, when this same act that 
we are now presented with today 
was brought to the floor of the 
House, taken to the Senate and 
passed out of the Senate as "in­
expedient." 
~t that time 1n the House here, 

neIther the gentlelady from Bath, 
Mrs. Moffatt, nor lliny other mem­
ber with her, raised their voice 
against such a bill.. I lli!ll somewhat 
surprised to think that after such 
a duration of time since 1943 up 
to this present moment, with con­
dritions being identically the same, 
nothing having changed the picture 
in any respect, that there should 

be such a vidous i1ght for the pas­
sage of this particular bill. 

It might be interesting to note­
and I ,ask you, when you have the 
opportunity-to turn to Page 702 of 
the 1943 Legislative Riecord, where 
you can read for yourselves the ac­
tion of both the House and the Sen­
ate, when not a single dissenting­
vote was cast for this particular 
bill. I do not know what changed 
the minds of these members. It 
certainly !has not ,been conmtions. 
Conditions are the same, as I have 
already stated, now, as they were 
then. 

I certairtly !hope that my motion 
to indef.initely postpone prevails. 

'l1he SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentlewoman from Bath, 
Mrs. Moffatt. 

Mrs. MOFFATT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: There has 
been a lot of ground covered by 
all of us since 1943. Many of us 
can look back with a great deal 
of sadness. Many of us can look 
back and say, "If I had taken such 
and such a step at that time, such 
and such a condition possibly would 
not have arisen." Yet, I was in 
the House in 1943. It was my sec­
ond term. Probably I was asleep, 
as I do not remember the discussion 
at that time. 

I will acknowledge that I should 
have done something then, but that 
is no ,excuse for me sitting dKlwn 
and allowing the same thing to 
go on now, when I have seen and 
I reali2Je what is happening. 

There !have been several years of 
the sale of liquor in between that 
period. Remember, we have not had 
liquor, we have not had beer in the 
State of Maine for too many years. 
I think that when we realize we 
have something that is not for the 
good of us all, it is up to us to try 
to remedy that. 

I ,believe the young fellows in the 
balcony are from a group of a class 
in Problems in Democracy. You 
youngsters are sitting on one side 
of the fence in the problem and 
we, on the Hoor of this House, are 
sitting on another side of that 
fence. We have the power before 
us today to try to correct the State, 
so those young people will have 
their chance as time 'comes along. 

I did not realize how serious 
this problem is until I learned over 
the week-end that it is simply my 
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bill, stopping of the sale of beer to 
people under twenty-one, that is 
causing us to have a sales tax in 
the State of Maine. I was dumb­
founded. Now I am all the more 
convinced that we should do some­
thing. If our youngsters between 
the age of eighteen and twenty-one 
are having to carry the load in the 
state of Maine, what's the matter 
with us that we don't carry it for 
a change? Must we continue and 
have those under the age of twenty­
one ,carry our load? 

I have <been told that this is a 
problem of the home. Archbishop 
Oushing had It piece in the paper 
last Sunday stating that the home 
is disintegrating, the home life is 
breaking down, and I think that 
we all realize that there is some­
thing wrong wihen we haV'e such a 
terrific load of aid to dependent 
children; there is something wrong. 
It !is up to us to try to create moulds. 
I am not going into moral legis­
lation, hut I call to your attention 
the fact that until these same people 
are twenty-one years of age they 
cannot go into a tavern, they can­
not go into a beer parlor, they 
cannot have liquor. Al'e we going 
to turn around and say: "No tav­
erns, no beer parlors: take it out 
back." That is what we are doing 
right now. It is a problem that 
is reaching proportions that are 
extremely alarming. 

There was a young gentleman in 
our State House the other day who 
<belongs to the assooiation called 
"Alcoholics Anonymous". As one of 
the phases of his work to carry on 
his part in "Alcoholics Anonymous", 
he was sent to a group of sixty 
thirteen-year-old pupils whom the 
group "AlcoholiJcs Anonymous" con­
sidered to 'be in 'a state where they 
needed adrvice. Thirteen years old! 
I do not know whether those con­
ditions existed in 1943 or not, but 
they do exist today. We are trying 
to take care of today and the 
future. 

Folks will say: "You shouldn't try 
to leglslate these things", but I do 
think that they are talking to the 
wrong people when they come to 
me and they come to you and say: 
"Don't try to legislate," because if 
there is one of us in this House that 
did not say, when we were trying 
to convince the people: "If I am 
elected .... " then we each went 

on our way. But, did any of us, 
when we were asking the oppor­
tunity to come to Augusta and serve 
the people, did we say "We will go 
for a big business", "We will go for 
a certain group"? I think each and 
everyone of us said in all sincerity: 
"If I am elected, I will do all I 
can for the majority of the people. 
That is all this bill asks, the com­
mon good of all of us. 

As I stated before, I have no 
quarrel with the business people 
who are pushing hard against this, 
also I have been in politiCS long 
E'nough to know that you do have 
red herrings; you have the issues 
beclouded just as much as possible; 
but there again, it is up to us, sitting 
here in this group, to weed it out, 
figure out, and carry out that 
which is good, that which is best 
for the majority. 

That is the question before us 
today. We decided once. We voted. 
I sincerely hope that the motion 
of the gentleman from Damaris­
cotta, (Mr. Gay) to indefinitely 
postpone will not prevail. Thank 
you very much. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Auburn, 
Mr. Maguire. 

Mr. MAGUIRE: Mr. Speaker, I 
speak in fa VOl' of the gentleman 
from Damariscotta, Mr. Gay. I 
hope that the motion does prevail. 
Passing this legislation is not going 
to prevent any boy or girl eighteen 
to twenty-one from obtaining li­
quor, beer o.r what not. 

We had prohibition in this state. 
The boys eighteen, nineteen and 
twenty-one got their beer when 
they wanted it, the same as today. 

At the last election the same 
people who sent yo.u and me down 
here also voted-a large majority­
for this same measure. 

Now the go.vernment is going to 
take the boys eighteen years old; 
they are going to Army Camps. At 
those Army Camps they are go.ing 
to be able to obtain beer. Now in 
the cities and towns where these 
camps are: In NeW" York State 
there are eighteen across the hoard. 
If your boy goes to New York, he 
can go to any place and get any­
thing he wants and I say again 
that passing this is not going to 
stop anybody from obtaining their 
liquor. 
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The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This bill 
has been presented at nearly every 
session of the House since liquor 
and malt beverages became legal 
in Maine. As the gentleman from 
Damg,rlscotta, Mr. Gay, stated, the 
measure has either been declared 
inexpedient or has been overwhelm­
ingly defeated. 

I would like to state a few rea­
sons why, in my opinion, I do not 
think this is a good piece of legis­
lation. Let us assume for a mo­
ment that a young lady, married, 
the mother of a child, and' her age 
is, we will say, nineteen and 'a half 
(If twenty years old, is told by her 
husband, when he leaves for work 
in the morning: "I would like to 
have you get me a. couple of bottles 
of ale so that I may enjoy one be­
fore my evening meal." This would 
prohibit her from doing that. The 
inevitable result is that that young 
man, who is beyond twenty-one, 
might very well stop at the neigh­
borhood beer parlor and leave part 
of his pay check j;here. 

Another issue, and I am quoting 
from Section 38-A. "Employment 
of Minors Prohibited." "No licensee 
for the sale of liquor to be con­
sumed on licensed premises shall 
employ any person under the age 
of twenty-one in the direct han­
dling or selling of liquor on the 
premises where such liquor is sold." 

"No person uncler the age of 
eighteen shall be employed in the 
direct handling or selling of malt 
liquor on premises licensed for the 
sale of malt liquor at wholesale or 
retail." 

Now let us bear in mind that we 
have a great many-literally thou­
sands-of boys and girls who work 
week-ends in grocery stores. Now 
let us picture ourselves for a 
moment a grocery :store owner. Can 
he afford to hire an extra clerk just 
to take a couple of 'bottles of ~eer 
or one bottle of al;e from the shelf 
and put it on the (lounter and ring 
~t up in the cash :register? 

Many of our boys, in the summer­
time, work for wholesale distribu­
tors, college boys. They earn fairly 
good money; they Iikethe work; it 

is their privilege, if they want to, 
to accept the work. This law 'WO'Illd 
prohibit them. There might be the 
argument brought forward that 
these people should not hire any­
body who is under the age of 
twenty-one. 

I happen to know a great many 
of the malt beverage distributors. 
I would like to tel! you about one 
of them in particular, at home. I 
know that they all enjoy the same 
splendid reputaJtion. Bearing in 
mind that since 1933, when the law 
was enacted, only once that it hap­
pened, and only that for seven days, 
where one of the malt liquor whole­
sale distributor's license was, not 
rejected, hut suspended ,for a period 
of seven days. The one that I have 
in mind owns a malt beverage estab­
lishment and he also owns an elec­
trical plant,is a bank direotor, a 
former mayor of our city; he is a 
direotor of the Y.M.C.A. I know, 
for a fact, that same gentleman is 
helping two youngsters go through 
college, and the person that he 
hands the money to has 'been told 
for the last two years that: "The 
only credit I want is 'Don't mention 
my name; don't tell 'anybody that 
I am doing 't'his; I am doing it for 
no other purpose than for what it 
is intended for.''' 

The gentlewoman from Bath, Mrs. 
Moffatt, mentioned the fact that in 
1943 she must have had a long sleep. 
When the bill was first presented 
i't was heard before the commibtee; 
it came back here declared inex­
pedient, ,and I sometimes wonder 
just how long you can sleep. 

The gentlewoman ifrom Bath, Mrs. 
Moffatt, also mentioned the fact that 
we voted two or three weeks ago. 
I recall that two years ago they 
voted on a bill calling for the change 
of the election date ood extended 
a certain gentleman acompli­
mentary vote. They changed their 
mind two weeks later, Mrs. Moffatt, 
and they really knocked my head 
in, in reverse. 

The Christian Civic iLeague cir­
cuIated literature on the fact that 
forty-five states held the twenty­
one-year-old law. At the hearing 
they 'admitted the number was 
much nearer thirty-seven, and that 
has never been corrected. Actually 
not one state that had the present 
law has changed it since they, 
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themselves have voted the legality 
of the sale of malt beverages and 
liquor. 

Also the remark was made to the 
effect that we want to come down 
here to do all we can for the 
majority of the people. I would like 
to stllitethat over sixty-one thou­
sand majority voted on Question 4, 
which is the selling of malt bev­
erages to take out to those of 
eighteen or more and was endorsed 
by the people. 

The record of rthe 1949 Legislature 
is clear, when I arose to speak on 
this same bill, and it was over­
whelmingly defeated, when I stated 
that if the inrention was to allow 
men and women of the 8ige of 
eighteen to go into a cocktail lounge, 
a restaurant or beer parlor or a 
liquor store, I would objoot to it. 
This bill here is stopping men of 
eighteen to do what they have been 
allowed to do since 1935. I do not 
think it is good business, the en­
forcement would be tremendous, and 
why push these youngsters against 
the wall? I believe ,that everyone 
of us here knows that if you want 
to play cards, you can play cards, 
and you cannot stop a card game 
by throwing the deck away. 

The piece of literature that was 
distributed on our desks yesrterday 
in red ink, headed "Holy Week ,: 
did not impress me because in th~t 
the Holy Week reminder is on the 
first and second lines, the reminder 
of a beer bill to ,be defeated is on 
the fifth, sixth and seventh lines. 
I would prefer to 'have the Ohristian 
Civic League ddstribure a letrter on 
every desk, asking us to adjourn no 
later than Friday noon. If the 
Ohristian Civic League doesn't do it 
I will be happy to make the motio~ 
myself. No amount of literature has 
to remind me that it is Roly Week. 
I was never allowed rto forget it, and 
I never intend to forget it. I do 
not think this piece of liremture 
had any bearing wha:rever upon this 
piece of legislation. 

I hope the motion of the gentle­
man from Damariscotta, iMr. Gay, 
to indefinitely postpone this meas­
ure, prevails. 

---
The SPEAKER: The Chair at 

this time, notes the presence iY{the 
balcony of the Hall of the House 
of the American Government Olas~ 

from the University of Maine, in 
oharge of Mr. Wood and Mr. Web­
ber, and also the presence of the 
Junior and Senior Classes of Lincoln 
~cademy in Problems of Democracy, 
In ooorge of Mr. Allen Barrow. 

On behalf of the House, ,the 
Chair at this time bids you wel­
come. (Applause). 

----
The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­

nizes the gentleman from Portland. 
Mr. McGlaufiin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speak­
er and Members of the House: I 
wish to oppose the motion. I 'great­
ly admire the lady from Bath (Mrs. 
Moffatt) who has got the courllige 
to stand up here and try and help 
protect the youth. I think it is 
the duty of this Leglslature, and 
of every Christian man and woman 
in it, to support this measure and 
not try to kill it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair xecog­
nizes the gentleman from Bridgton, 
Mr. March. 

Mr. MARCH: Mr. Speaker, it 
seems to me these people who want 
to indefinitely postpone this bill 
are not very consistent. They say: 
"Wait until you are twenty-one. 
You cannot go into a State store." 
"Wait until you are twenty-one. 
You cannot go into a club or tav­
ern, hut just come in the back door 
and you can get all the !beer you 
want." In my opinion, we are sav­
ing a few of the youngsrers who 
are under eighteen !because those 
who are eighteen can get it freely; 
they fraternize sometimes with the 
younger people sixteen and seven­
teen. As I said, when we debated 
this 'before, the purpose of this !bill 
is to just simply postpone the time 
when some of the youngsters who 
perhaps do not want it, but are 
getting it from their friends eight­
een who do get it easily, it seems 
to me we are defending them a 
little, preventing it, not making it 
too easy for them. If we don't save 
any great number, we will save 
some, and I do hope the bill of 
the gentlewoman from Bath, Mrs. 
Moffatt, has passage. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Whitefield. Mr. Chase. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: When this 
bill came up for its first and sec-
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and reading, it was passed by a big 
majority. Now I don't think we 
were 'asleep at that time. What 
past legislatures have done here­
I do not feel ,that we feel obligated 
to go along 'With what has 'been 
done in the past. 

The gentleman from Lewiston, 
Mr. Ja~bert, spoke of the fact that 
if ,this bill went through that these 
boys who are over eighteen years 
of age would not be able to con­
tinue working in the stores as 
clerks. I understand that they 
would be able to oontinue to work, 
if this Ibill went through. If they 
had a job in a grocery store, they 
still could handle the beer. 

He spoke of 'breaking up a card 
game. He said that you couldn't 
break up the card game if you 
threw the deck away; but I do feel 
that perhaps it might slow up the 
game. (Laughter) 

I still feel that I have a responsi­
bility for ,the youth. We look in 
the 'balcony and we have the high 
school children. These children 
are going to high school, and on 
the 'way home from school, if they 
are over eighteen y'ears of age, 
they can stop in a 'beer parlor and 
get a 'bottle of 'beer and take it 
wherever they please without their 
parents knowing it, and I a;m going 
to be consistent-I really meant 
what I said before on the floor of 
the House, and I hope that the rest 
of you that voted that way 'will 
continue to feel tha,t 'we have some­
thing here. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Woolwich, Mr. Bailey. 

Mi". BAILEY: ll/.[r. Speaker and 
Ladies and Gentlemen: As it hap­
pens, I am proibalbly one of the 
older ones here, so far as past ex­
perience goes. I happened to be 
in the Legislature in 1933, when 
the law was changed from prohibi­
tion, as I remember. At that time 
we were a little doubtful as to the 
advisabili!ty of changing, but it was 
changea, and I think we can look 
back upon these years as 'being very 
satisfactory in the management of 
the State. But in that period we 
certainly, as in any other business, 
had a chance to see where there 
are slight iniquities whi<ch may be 
improved, and in this bill which 
the gentlewoman from Bath, Mrs. 

Moffatt, presents, I think that that 
is one of the principal iniquities lilt 
this time, that if we can change 
the age from eighteen to twenty­
one, it will help improv'e the pres­
ent law. Therefore, I hope that the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Damariscotta (Mr. Gay) will not 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
rnzes the gentleman from RoIJ>bin­
stan, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker, when 
this vote is taken, I ask for a 
division of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Eliot,Mr. 
Dow. 

Mr. DOW: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise in 
opposition to the motion of Repre­
seIl!tative Gay for this particular 
reason: That some little while ruga 
-I beliere this point hasn't been 
brought in here-noted religious 
leaders hare opposed the eighteen­
year age for taking young men in 
the Service, and the reason for it 
is because they thought they 
wasn't at maturity. I believe that 
applies the same in regard to this 
bill. 

Along with it Representative Gay 
mentioned the fact back in 1943 
what they did in reference to this 
measure, and wondered why they 
changed their minds. I find that 
Mr. Gay has changed his mind, and 
I wonder the same about him. 
Everybody has a right to change 
their mind, and I surely hope that 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Damariscotta, Representative Gay, 
will not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from BLaine, 
Mr. Bubar. 

Mr. BUBAR: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think 
it all boils down to this: Who 
wants these boys to go into these 
stores and handle liquor? Who is 
it? Their fathers and mothers? 
The Churches? Is it the Grange? 
The Chl}mbers of Commerce? The 
Town Managers? No! It is our 
foreign industry that has moved 
into OUT State and it says: "We 
are going to advise the young gen­
eration what they should! do." That 
is the sum and substance of it all. 

Here is your headline (holding 
up paper) Costello! What is he 
doing? This investig,ation that has 
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been going on now for weeks and 
months, what's it about? The 
gangster crowd that wants to rule 
polit~cally the nation! 

Now what are we going to do? 
Are we going to surrender to this 
foreign institution the liquor busi­
ness, the institution that moves 
into the State of Maine and says 
"We will tell you what to do." That 
is the question you and I are going 
to settle today. Are we going to 
pass laws to help our boys and 
our girls to be good, and make it 
easy for them to be good, or are 
we going to make it difficult and 
hard? That is the question you and 
I are going to settle today. 

I have a boy, more than twenty­
one. He left college and came up 
from New Jersey because he had a 
problem to settle. He was past 
twenty-one but he didn't think he 
was capable of settling that prob­
lem. He wanted my advice and 
counsel. He w.anted to see me and 
I wanted to see him. There was 
something back of that. I tell you 
that the boys under twenty-one 
need our advice and counsel and 
they are going to get it here to­
day, in just the way you and I 
cast our vote. I am going to leave 
it right there. It is up to you to 
bear the respOnsibility. I am going 
to face mine to the boys and girls. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from LeWiston, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker, I 
want to add one word in reply to 
Mr. Chase of Whitefield. 

If, on one of my very frequent 
week-ends or vacations in Lincoln 
County, I would see that the 
thrOwing of a deck of cards would 
slow up the game, I would step 
into his store and buy a deck of 
cards and buy a couple of bottles 
of brew, because I understand he 
sells them, if I want them. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Bucks­
port, Mr. Pierce. 

Mr. PIERCE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As the 
sole signer of the report "Ought not 
to pass", I feel I should make one 
or two brief statements. I hap­
pened to hear the phrase "Every­
body has a right to change their 
mind," and I also heard the phrase 
"Somebody is asleep". 

Now when this bill came before 
us I was asleep; I was caught with 
my brief case down in the Augusta. 
House. I worked on this thing all 
of the week-end, three weeks ago. 
I called up the gentlewoman from 
Bath, Mrs. Moffatt-and she can 
deny it if she wishes-asking her 
if she would permit this bill to 
lie on the table until the follow­
ing Tuesday. Previous to that, the 
bill was taken off by the gentle­
man from Robbinston, Mr. Brown, 
on a Wednesday. I had my facts 
and figures, but they were in the 
Augusta House. I could not defend 
my position at that time. 

Everybody has a right to change 
their mind, Mr. Speaker, but, when 
you change your mind, in my busi­
ness, you should say so. I hope 
that the motion of the gentleman 
from Damariscotta, Mr. Gay, will 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques­
tion before the House is on the 
motion of the gentleman from 
DamariSCDtta, Mr. Gay, that Bill 
"An Act Relating to Sales of Liquor 
to Minors" (H. P. 848) (L. D. 487) 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The gentleman from Robbinston, 
Mr. Brown, asks that when the 
vote is taken, it be taken by a divi­
sion. All those in favor of the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Damariscotta, Mr. Gay, will please 
rise and remain standing until the 
monitors have made and returned 
the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Forty-six having voted in the 

affirmative and eighty-one in the 
negative, the motion to indefinite­
ly postpone did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the bill was passed 
to be enacted, Signed by the Speak­
er and sent to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 

before the House the first tabled 
and today assigned matter, House 
Report "Ought not to pass" of the 
Committee on Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs on Resolve Ap­
propriating Moneys for State Mili­
tary Defense Commission (H. P. 
872) (L. D. 520) tabled on March 
14 by the gentleman from Strong, 
Mr. Jennings, pending acceptance 
of report; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 
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Mr. JENNINrn::: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: As this 
resolve has to do with revenue 
of which at the present time we 
do not know the extent, and, being 
a member of the state Military De­
fense Commission, I move that this 
bill be retabled until such time as 
we know more about the revenue of 
the State of Maine. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Strong, Mr. Jennings, moves 
that this bill lie on the table pend­
ing acceptance of the report. Is 
this the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed and the 
bilI was so tabled. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the second 
tabled and today assigned matter, 
House Report "OUi~ht not to pass" 
of the Committee on Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs on Resolve 
Creating a Fund for Schoiarships 
for Vocational and Technical 
Schools CH. P. 798) (L. D. 476) ta­
bled on March 14 by the gentleman 
from Friendship, Mr. Winchenpaw, 
pending acceptance of report; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle­
man. 

Mr. WINCHENPAW: Mr. Speak­
er, I tabled this bill for Mr. Roun­
dy, who will speak for the bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Roundy. 

Mr. ROUNDY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I intro­
duced this bill which calls for per­
mission to the State Department of 
Education to assign sums up to 
$5000 as a total for scholarships in 
technical work. Presumably, these 
scholarships would not exceed in 
any single case each year more 
than $200. While the bill is in gen­
eral terms for ilndividuals who 
would be pursuing studies in these 
lines, it nevertheless makes it pos­
sible to have a use that would be 
particularly for the Maine Voca­
tional Toohnical Institute. 

I might say a few words in re­
gard to what I have learned about 
the excellencies of the service of 
this Institute. It was established 
by the Governor and Council in 
1946 by an appropriation of $135,-
000. They occupied a school build­
ing available at that time, the 
Vickery Building in Augusta. At 
the present time, the Educational 

Department-and it is under their 
direction quite largely-is appro­
priating from the sums they have 
available $35,000. The service at 
the present time is for something 
more than a hundred students, 
three-quarters of whom come from 
outside the Augusta area. There 
are four important departments 
besides the excellent academic 
work which the school pursues, de­
partments in which the young men 
get training in metal work, in the 
use of combustion engines, in in­
dustrial electricity and radio and 
television. It is not impossible that 
in the forwarcli progress of the 
school it will need larger quarters, 
that women will be admitted, and, 
for example, that will take care of 
the bill that we have passed or is 
pending about the training of 
nurses. 

I think that this is a relatively 
small sum to use in the way in 
which the Legislature, and, in my 
judgment, the national government, 
has a right to come into the field 
of education, and that is money di­
rectly to those that are gaining the 
education. 
Alrea~ this morning we have 

passed a bill not entirely different, 
whereby the state department pays 
one-half of the expenses for eve­
ning schools. I think this is a 
commendable procedure. I move 
that the bill be substituted for the 
report. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Roundy, moves 
that the Resolve be substituted for 
the Report. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Blaine, Mr. Bubar. 

Mr. BUBAR: Mr. Speaker and 
gentlemen: I have visited this 
school on various ocoasions. I was 
down there and spent half a day 
there Friday after the House ad­
journed. I have ,been amazed when 
I ,go through there and watch these 
young men that would be working 
as common, ordinary labor for 
twenty~five or thirty dollars a week, 
and here they are turning them 
out: they go in there, poor boys 
without a dollar, and they are 
turning them out, and one of them 
told me, "I am headed now for 
$70 a week, just waiting till June 
until I graduate." One young man 
told me that he came in there 
without a cent; he has worked 
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hard; his father and mother sent 
him up and good friends helped 
him. He says, "I am going out in 
June, gOing into a job at $70 a 
week. Think of it, Mr. Bubar!" 

If I could give you any advice 
that would be of benefit to your­
selves and the boys of this state, 
I would say to you that you ought 
to go down to that school and go 
through it and visit it and see what 
they are doing for the boys of the 
State of Maine who are not able 
to go to our colleges. Here they 
are preparing them, fitting them to 
go out into life and enter into the 
highest degree of repairing auto­
mobiles and radios, fitting them up 
to be respectable citizens and to 
earn a salary that they can sup­
port their families on. 

I wish, gentleman, that you would 
go down and visit this school. I 
want to do everything within my 
power that I can do to help these 
boys. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The Ohair 
recognizes the gentleman from 
Bangor, Mr. Totman. 

Mr. TOTMAN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Due to the 
fact that the sum in question is 
$5000, and in view of the fact that 
it appears to me we do not have a 
very large number of vocational 
schools, I would appreciate it if a 
member of the IAppropriations 
committee, purely for my own in­
formation before we vote on this 
question, would be willing to tell 
me-I respect the unanimous re­
port of the committee-but I am 
just a little curious in this particu­
lar instance to know the reason, be­
cause the gentlemen of the com­
mittee must have had some very 
strong general reason for the unan­
imous report that this should not 
pass. I would appreciate some en­
lightenment and information upon 
the subject. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from lAu­
burn, Mr. Jacobs. 

Mr. JIACOBS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: In reply 
to the last speaker and for your 
information in general: this resolve 
had the same usage by the com­
mittee as twelve or fifteen others 
in a like situation. All of the com­
mittee recognized the needs of the 
various schools in the state of 

Maine asking for help, but we had 
no particular funds to meet those 
requests, and up to the present 
time we have turned them all 
down. I feel sympathetic, and the 
committee did, on many of these 
bills presented to us for our con­
sideration, but we treated them all 
alike. I think that it is fair to 
do that thing, not on the amount 
of five thousand or fifty thousand 
or one hundred and fifty thous'and, 
as the case may be before us. For 
that reason, we voted "Ought not 
to pass" on this one, because, even 
if it was small, I felt and the 
committee felt that we were ren­
dering the right verdict in the sit­
uation. I think I have explained 
to you that we have turned down 
fourteen of these already on this 
same line, and we simply put this 
in the same category as the others. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Roundy. 

Mr. 'ROUNDY: Mr. Speaker, just 
a word. I talked with the gentle­
man from Auburn, Mr. Jacobs, be­
fore today's session, and I realized, 
just as he said, the reason that it 
was reported as it was. The thing 
that I wanted to remind the mem­
bers of the House about is that 
already and for a considerable 
number of years the Department 
of Education has been putting 
thousands of dollars into this In­
stitute, at the present time thirty­
five thousand dollars a year, and 
this would simply be in line with 
what is already gOing forward un­
der their direction and in Mr. 
Cates' department. It does honest­
ly seem to me to be not in the 
same category as helping individual 
academies scattered over the State. 
Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I think 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
Roundy, is correct in the distinc­
tion which he draws between this 
bm, which is part of the educa­
tional system of the State, and the 
other town bills and private school 
bills. 

I de not presume to advise any 
member of any committee how he 
should form his opinion within the 
committee with respect to a bill, 
but I had hoped, on my own part 
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ir. this session, that appropriation 
bills should be tested on the basis 
of essential need a,nd not on the 
question of what someone might 
think about the avaUability of mon­
ey or money to be made available. 
I do not believe that the State 
cught to spend one dollar just be­
cause it has a dollar or can g'et a 
dollar. The question, I think, ought 
to be: Is this something which 
ought to done, and is it something 
which, if it is to be done, the State 
must do? In testing this and other 
bills, I hope that. some of the 
members at least will consider es­
sential needs. If they can be 000-
f,idered on that bas'is, it is my hope 
that funds will be made available 
to meet needs deemed essential. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Blaine, Mr. Bubar. 

Mr. BUBAR: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would 
l1ke to make this plain, if I can. 
You go down there andl visit that 
school and you will verify what I 
am saying. The boys who are there 
are all poor boys. They cannot at­
tend the academies and the col­
leges, so they go in there, getting 
their pennies where they can, in 
order that when they get through 
they may go home and do more 
than a grease job. 

See those fellows, who have· not 
hardly any education, how they 
can handle those motors and those 
different parts, and see the things 
that they have learned in that 
school. I say to you, gentlemen, 
let's provide them money for this 
school. It will come back to us in 
thousands of dollars where we 
epend one. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques­
tion before the House is on the 
motion of the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Roundy, that the resolve 
be substituted for the "Ought not 
to pass" report of the Committee 
en Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs on Resolve Creating a Fund 
for Scholarships for Vocational and 
Technical Schools (H. P. 798) (L. 
D. 476) 

All those in favor of the motion 
will say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of the House was had. 

seventy-nine having voted in the 
affirmative and fifteen in the nega­
tive, the motion prevailed and the 
resolve was substituted for the 
"Ought not to pass" report of the 
Committee. 

The resolve, having already been 
printed, was given its first reading 
under suspension of the rules and 
tomorrow assigned for second read­
ing. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the third tabled 
and today assigned matter, House 
Repo'rt "Ought not to pass" of the 
Committee on Welfare on Bill "An 
Act Ltberalizing Old Age Assist­
ance" (H. P. 173) (L. D. 104) tabled 
on March 14 by the gentleman 
from Waterboro, Mr. Bradeen, 
pending acceptance of report; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle­
man. 

Mr. BRADEEN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Because of 
the interest, apparently, in this 
measure, I now move that it be 
recommitted to the Committee on 
Welfare for further deliberation. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Waterboro, Mr. Bradeen, 
moves that the bill and report be 
recommitted to the Committee on 
'Velfare. Is this the pleasure of 
the House? 

The motion prevailed, and the 
bill and report were recommitted 
to the Committee on Welfare and 
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fourth tabled 
and today assigned matter, Major­
ity Report "Ought not to pass" 
and Minority Report "Ought to 
pass" in New Draft (S. P. 350) (L. 
D. 817) of the Committee on Judi­
ciary on Bill "An Act relating to 
Liens on Insurance Policies for 
Hospitals" (S. P. 33) (L. D. 18) 
tabled on March 9 by the gen­
tleman from Auburn, Mr. Jacobs, 
pending acceptance of either re­
port. (In Senate Minority Report 
accepted and Bill passed to be en­
grossed) 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Auburn, Mr. Jacobs. 

Mr. JACOBS: Mr. Speaker, I ta­
bled this matter on behalf of Mr. 
Finnegan of Bangor, who will now 
speak. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Ban­
gor, Mr. Finnegan. 

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I would 
like to clarify the matter which is 
the subject of this bill in support 
of the Minority Report "Ought to 
pass." 

The hospitals of the State, wheth­
er large or small, have been the 
victims of people who have been 
hospitalized sometimes at very 
great expense to the hospital, cured 
cases, where they have been evacu­
ated from the hospital with the un­
derstanding that these bills would 
be paid, and then, having received 
from the insurance company the 
hospitalization charges, have failed 
to return that money to the hos­
pitals. Now the hospitals are ask­
ing nothing here except that they 
shall be sure of receiving the 
same money which the victims of 
these automobile accidents receive 
from the insurance companies and 
which is especially provided in the 
settlement of the hospital charges 
that they receive as part of their 
settlement. 

The hospitals are operating un­
der great difficulty today, as we all 
know. A very prominent hospital 
not far from here, the trustees 
stated that they had got to the 
point of considering if they should 
not surrender their charter and 
maintain themselves. 

Now these victims come to the 
hospital unsolicited; they are all 
emergency cases. The question of 
whether they live or die really is 
dependent on the attention they 
receive from the professional staff 
and the nurses of the hospital, 
even before the outside physicians 
are called. That is all included in 
the charges. There is no charge 
for that kind of service besides the 
regular hospital charge. 

Now I think as a matter of sim­
ple justice that, having taken in 
these victims unsolicited, without 
any previous notice, many times 
unconscious, maimed and man­
gled, taking them in and giving 
them the proper care--and I re­
peat, if they did not receive that 
hospital care many of them un­
doubtedly would die-it is just as 
simple as that and just as factual 
as that. 

I would like to move, Mr. Speaker, 
that we concur with the Senate in 
the acceptance of the Minority 
Report "OUght to pass." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Finnegan, moves 
that the House concur with the 
Senate in the acceptance of the 
Minority Report of the Committee, 
"OUght to pass" in new draft, on 
Bill "An Act relating to Liens on 
Insurance Policies for Hospitals." 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. McGlauf­
lin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: When 
I have studied a bill I usually 
know where I stand and I know 
why I stand there. I am definitely 
opposed to this bill, and I hope to 
be alble to tell you why. 

In the first place, in regard to 
this bill, the situa,tion does not 
meet with the requirements of a 
lien. I presume that I have han­
dled more lien cases than any 
other man in this Legislature. I 
have handled many of them and I 
know something about liens. The 
theory, gentlemen, of a lien, is 
that unless a lien is allowed some­
body gets unjust enrkhment. For 
instance, if )"Ou are ,a deal€'!' in 
lumber and you put a thousand 
dollars worth of lumber in some 
man's home, the law says thaJt UIIJ­
less you have that lien he is un­
justly enriched to the extent of Ii 
thousand dollars beoause he has 
got your material in his house; 
The same is true of a watchmaker, 
a jeweler: if he puts a mainspring 
in your watch he has a lien on that 
watch to get his pay, because he 
has added to the value of that 
watch. 

'Now here is a case where there 
is no maJterial increase in wealth; 
this is a case where la man has in­
surance and has had, an accident 
and the hospital, of course, would 
like to get their pay. I am in favor 
of our helping the hospitals, but 
we should not do foolish things 
simply out of sympathy for our 
hospitals ; and you cannot support 
this measure on any other ground. 

The doctor may save the patient's 
life, but he does not get any lien. 
There is no more reason why this 
hospital should have a lien. It is 
not a lien; it is a preference. It 
does not meet the requirements of 
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a lien, as I pointed out. But the 
hospital should not come in any 
more than the grocer who furnishes 
him food to live on, or at least to 
his fa:mily while he is in the hos­
pital. There is no reason why he 
should come ahead of the doctor 
who perha,ps saves his life. There 
is no reason why he should come 
a-head of the lawyer who collects 
his insurance for him. 

So the first point I make to you 
is ,this: We do not have here the 
qualifioations of a lien as liens are 
recognized aJt law. We have me­
chanics'liens and watchmakers have 
liens, and those are all hased on 
the idea that you are increasing 
the material wealth of the man who 
gets that benefit; but that is lli!Yt 
so in the case of the hospital. 

Now another very important 
thing I want to poi nit out to you is 
this: that in the course of the ages 
it has been for many, many years 
and still is the law that if 'a man 
dies insolvent that the .first prefer­
ence in his property is to the 
undertaker and to the expense of 
administration. Up until this time, 
the grooeryman, the hospital, a 
clothier, any person that has let 
persons have material, are known 
as general creditors. But the law 
has very wisely decided that if a 
man dies in some ~Ii'lay he ought to 
!be buried, and therefore a prefer­
ence is given to the undertaker and 
the expense of administration -
those come in at 1;he same time­
they must be taken care of first, 
and then if there is anything left 
it is divided among the general 
creditors. Now if you pass this bill 
you 'are upsetting t.hat system that 
has taken ages to develop. The 
Scripture says: "Hemove not the 
ancient landmarks." When you 
do, you may be aU at sea. And I 
am painting out to you that this 
law that the undertaker land the 
expense of administration comes 
first is an ancient. landmark that 
should not be removed and you are 
trying to remove it the minute you 
give this preference to the hospital. 

I have had cases myself where 
there were not funds enough to pay 
for the administration and the 
undertaker, in which case we had 
to dIvide: the undertaker has taken 
his proportional part of the loss 
and the administrwtor has had to 

work for less than he was entitled 
to. Now why should the hospital. 
simply out of sympathy, come in 
from a general creditor to a pre­
ferred creditor? I repeat again: 
There is no reason why ,they should 
corne ahead of the undertaker or 
the doctor or the grocer or the 
clothier or the shoemaker or any 
other creditor. 

Let me point out this: that it 
takes God Almighty a hundred 
years to grow an oak but any fool 
can cut down that tree in a few 
hours. I am telling you thalt we 
have got an established rule that 
has taken ages of wisdom to de­
velop, and we do not want to break 
it down by passing this foolish Ibill. 
I therefore move for its indefinite 
postponement. 

The SPEAKER: 'I1he gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. McGlauflin, 
moves that the Bill "An Act relating 
to Liens on Insurance Policies for 
Hospitals" be indefiIllitely postponed. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Bangor, Mr. Totman. 

Mr. TOTMAN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: It might 
seem a rather foolishly courageous 
thing for a young layman to get up 
here and dispute a lawyer. How­
ever, with my limited amount of 
intelligence, I am a Uttle surprised 
to hear ilhe gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. McGlaUfiin, try to per­
suade you ,that a hospital has no 
more reason to receive preference 
than a doctor or a grocer or a 
funeral director or any other person 
who has a legitimate claim. 

The basis of my confusion is this: 
I think the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Finnegan, mentioned it-this 
bill is not near and dear to my 
heart, it is not one of my pets-I 
think 1"!here is a question of justice 
here. We have countless automobile 
accidents, accidents in the home, in 
which you call for anambuIance, 
private or public, and rush a person 
to a hospital and the person is 
brought into the hospttal in either 
a seriously injured state-they may 
not be near death or they maybe 
near death, but they are seriously 
injured. I don't believe t;hat I have 
ever heard in my experience of a 
hospital saying: "Just a minute, 
gentlemen, let's check into this per­
son and see if he can pay his bill." 
I maintain this : A grocer does not 
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have to sell you groceries if he 
·thinks your credit is poor; a doctor, 
technically, could turn the case over 
!lo anDther person if he didn't think 
ihe was going to get paid, and I am 
sure a lawyer ·could refuse the case 
or find some excuse if he thought 
·the person's hank account was poor. 
But a hospital has got no choice. 
If you need blood plasma, as a man 
on the battlefield needs it to save 
him from a wound thaJt is going to 
let his life flow away, Dr take an 
automobile accident, that can make 
your life flow a:way, a hospital has 
no choice, it gives you the blood 
plasma. It doesn't say: "Can you 
pay for it?" 

I appreciate the comments orf the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Mc­
GIauflin, about the funeral director, 
we must bury the man, hut I might 
call your attention to the fact that 
I would be a little hit more inclined 
to go along with this bill to give 
preference to ,an organization that 
is trying to save a life, trying to 
keep you on this earth, an organiza­
Hon that has no choice. I still main­
tain, in spite of what the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. McGlaufiin, 
has said, that the doctor has a 
choice, the grocer has a choice, the 
shoemaker has a choice of extend­
ing his credit but a hospital has no 
such choice, they open their doors 
and you walk in and you are ad­
mitted to first aid as soon as you 
can get it. I think it is a rather 
simple observation. 

If you will read the report of the 
argument in the Senate, you will 
hear the same arguments that we 
are :listening to night now. I, per­
sonally, read the report of the 
argument in the Senate and I be­
lieve in the minority report which 
was accepted by the Senate and I 
move tha,t report be accepted hy the 
House as Mr. Finnegan has moved. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Fuller. 

Mr. FULLElR: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As the 
signer of the minority report, so 
far as the House Members are con­
cerned, I feel that there is enough 
involved here to take a few minutes 
to clarify my line of reasoning and 
the line of reasoning of the others 
who signed the minority report. 

As you know, real estate, per­
sonal property, bank accounts, 
wages or debts in general can be 
tied up by creditors so as to insure 
the paycment of 'a claim. Now, that 
is not so wtth a tort claim arising 
out of an accident such as an auto­
mobile accident. That sort of thing 
cannot be tied up by a creditor 
until it has gone to judgment and 
has been settled between the parties 
and that is the reason why it is, in 
most cases, the injured in an auto­
mobile accident can insist on having 
the settlement money paid over to 
them in full and that is why it is 
in too many of these cases the vic­
tim, we will say, never does get 
around to paying the hospital. These 
things accumulate and then the 
next legislature is asked to com­
pensate the hospitals by an appro­
priation to keep the hospitals in 
operation. Of course, the ihospitals 
lose money on state cases and the 
total amount is large. In 1949, the 
financial report shows thaJt there 
was an appropriation that year of 
$578,000 for aid to public and private 
hospitals, likewise for the year end­
ing in 195{) and likewise for the 
present year. 

The item which was in the budget 
recommendation was $1,000,000 for 
aid to public and private hospitals; 
that was reduced by the committee 
to $750,000. I wish I could tell you 
that the passage of this bill would 
save all of that but of course it 
wouldn't, it would only save a part 
of it but at least it would be a step 
in the right dil'ection. This bill, 
if it is passed, will enable the hos­
pitals to collect a sizeable amount 
whkh has been escaping year by 
year due to the operation of the 
law relative to tort claims and 
Whatever amount is saved in this 
way will be saved to the taxpayers. 

I recognize the logic of the argu­
ment that doctors and nurses and 
la\\ryers are not included but, of 
course, as has been brought out, 
they are not obligated to care for 
the people in the same way that 
the hospital is obligated. I would 
say that if nursing is furnished by 
the hospital, the nurses are em­
ployees of the hospital, and I be­
lieve that their 'compensation is 
protected by this bill. 

It will be necessary, under this 
bill, in some cases, for attorneys 
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who wish to bring suits to get to­
gether with the hospitals and it 
will be necessary for the hospitals 
to cooperate with the attorneys. 

Now, on the quesUon of liens, of 
course it is not rpossi,ble for the 
hospital to have a lien on the per­
son of the victim so this bill is de­
signed to give the hospital, instead 
of that, a lien on the victim's prop­
erty that is on the proceeds of this 
tort claim and if it isn't a lien of 
the same type as the others, it, at 
least, is a preferenee which is for 
a just cause. 

As this bill was originally pro­
posed, it did not meet with my 
own approval, but you will notice 
that in the last three or four lines 
of the bill there is a provision 
whIch deals with what happens jf 
a patient dies as a result of the 
injuries and his estate is insolvent. 
What it says is that the lien be­
comes ,co-extensive with the ex­
penses of the funeral and admin­
istration. That was designed and 
added in the amendments so that 
the hospital will not come in en­
tirely ahead of the undertaker. 

This matter is a matter of policy 
and I hope that you ladies and 
gentlemen will 'accept the minority 
report and that the House will take 
the same action as has been taken 
by the Senate. 

The SPE~: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Water­
ville, Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. THOMAS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: It has al­
ways been my understanding that 
the theory of the llien is not new. 
As far as I can remember, in the 
common law of England, they have 
always had the lien, and we have 
extended the lien in this country to 
the written law, what we call stat­
utes. Now we hav·e, as the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. McGlaufiin, 
mentioned, quite a few liens. We 
have the warehouseman, the me­
chanic, the builder, the jeweler 
and so forth. Now all those liens, 
as I understand it, are representing 
.and helping priV'I~t.e individuals. 
Now, this particular lien, this bill, 
will help the hospitals here in the 
state to collect money which is 
actually due them. It is helping a 
public institution. 

It is my firm belief that we 
should do all in OUI power to help 
public institutions. This is not 

costing us a cent. This is money 
that is already due them for serv­
ices rendered. They are perform­
ing a service. They may save a 
man's life, that is worth some­
thing. The hospitals of this State 
are running a tremendous deficit. 
In the Kennebec Journal of yester­
day, I noticed that the Augusta 
General Hospital had a deficit of 
over $11,000. I ,am a director of 
the hospital in Waterville which 
had a deficit of over $25,000 last 
year. Now, we also have an addi­
tional problem in our town con­
nected with Civilian Defense. I 
cannot speak for the rest of the 
state, but in the medical staff of 
Civilian Defense in northern Ken­
nebec County, the hospitals in 
Waterville-there are three-have 
heen asked to double their inven­
tory on certain essential medicine 
and drugs. The particular hospital 
that I am a director of its going 
to have to spend $30,000 this year 
to put in the additional supplies 
which Oivilian !Defense require­
ments require. 

I urge the p,assage of the minor­
ity report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Finnegan. 

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker, 
I have profound respect and ad­
miration for the speaker, my dis­
tinguished colleague from Portland, 
Mr. McGlauflin. I wish that he 
might have been employed as a 
trustee of a hospital to present this 
case for the hospital. I am sure 
that by this time we wouLd all be 
crying. I haven't the mental facili­
ties to argue both sides of the case 
with equal alacrity so I have to 
confine myself to the issue at hand. 
Now, all we are asking here is 
that the amount of money which 
has been recognized as payable to 
the hospital, which is part of the 
settlement of the insured person, 
the victim of the accident, on which 
he gets a check, for which a check 
is returned for out-of-pocket ex­
pense, that the hospital be assured 
that it shall receive that ,amount of 
money which has been agreed upon 
between the victim and the in­
surance company or whoever it may 
be. 

Now, the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. McGlaufiin, in his ca-
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pacity as legal adviser, could walk 
in and look over the patient and 
if he decided he would like to de­
fend him he could do it, or if he 
decided he did not want to repre­
sent him, he could walk out. The 
doctor may also take the case 
under treatment or he could aban­
don it. I will go along with you in 
either one of those two professions, 
if they want to have a lien on this 
thing here or get some other pre­
ferred way of handling their claims. 
I have no objection to their getting 
their money. But the thing here is 
that these hospitals are presented 
with these cases without any warn­
ing, without anything at all. They 
arrive there because they are emer­
gency cases. If they could be treat­
ed in the home or on the sidewalk 
or the street, they wouldn't be 
rushed to the hospital. So, if, hav­
ing accepted these victims and 
nursed them through the danger 
period, through the period of con­
v,alescence, which sometimes takes 
weeks and requires reglliar nurses, 
specialists are assigned, the hos­
pital staff takes over, they have 
the facilities of the X-ray, the 
laboratories and all the things that. 
go with the hospital and I know 
that the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. McGlauflin, has too much sense 
to even suggest seriously that the 
hospitals should be bypassed when 
the money is given to this man to 
distribute as he sees fit. I simply 
reiterate that I hope that we will 
concur with the Senate in accept­
ing the minority report "Ought to 
pass". 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. McGlauflin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speak­
er, I have been hospitalized several 
times and what did I get? I got my 
room and my board. The opera­
tions were done by doctors. The 
saving of the life, if there is any 
such thing, has been done by the 
doctors. The hospital gives you 
room and board. Why should they 
have preference over the landlady 
who gives you room and board? 

I am saying to you, members, 
that the argument that I have put 
up is sound and you can't get 
around it logically to save your 
soul. Now, you have got the power 

to pass this thing but it is all 
wrong. 

The SPEAKER: It the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Albee. 

Mr. ALBEE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think 
these arguments are full of holes. 
This bill is a little bit deeper and 
has a moral issue attached to it. 
If you will read this particular 
part: "Liens on proceeds of acci­
dent and liability insurance poli­
cies in favor of hospitals. Any 
hospital which shall furnish medi­
calor other service or materials 
to any patient injured by reason 
of any accident not covered by the 
workmen's compensation act ... " 
Let u~ assume that an individual 
here, and I consider myself an in­
surance man, I specialize in this 
particular type of insurance, if you 
have a personal accident and health 
policy that you bought to protect 
your family in case you are dis­
abled, the hospital can attach it 
with a lien. Perhaps some of you 
members here have purchased life 
insurance back thirty or twenty­
five years ago, when there was $10 
per thousand attached as a liability. 
That can be attached, it can be 
a lien by the hospital. I don't 
think that any man knows just 
what this means, this bill, and I 
do not think the members who 
signed the minority report, if they 
would just go into this just a little 
deeper, they could attach any bit 
of liability. Now, just to prove 
that, Mr. Carroll Perkins of Wa­
terville, who took exceptions to this 
bill, he brought me this morning a 
redraft of it and he agrees with 
me one hundred per cent that the 
language is wrong. If this bill was 
written to take casualty insurance 
of automobile accidents while they 
are entered in the hospital, that is 
perfectly fine, I would go along with 
it. But this is not. This is tak­
ing a personal life insurance policy 
with liability attached and I say, 
Mr. Speaker and Members of this 
House, that you are going just a 
little too deeply to give them a 
chance to attach an individual's 
accident and health policy for lia­
bility, or attach life insurance, and 
I move that this bill be indefinitely 
postponed. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Fairfield, 
Mr. Woodworth. 

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speak­
er and Members of the House: I 
rise in support of the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
McGlaufiin, that the bill be in­
f'efinitely post.poned. 

This bill was presented to your 
committee, argued before your com­
mittee by a very able corporation 
lawyer. There was no opposition 
and, as many times happens, the 
work of your committee started 
from that point. The public was 
not represented. 

The idea behind this bill is that 
if a man is disabled and goes to a 
hospital and has some sort of an 
accident policy, whether it is a dis­
ability clause in a hfe policy or any 
other kind of an accident policy, 
the hospital has to be paid in any 
event. The hospitaJ is given what 
the statute calls a lien which re­
sembles no other type of lien which 
I have ever heard of. If the man 
Escapes from the hospital alive, 
the money is paid to the hospital 
somehow, I don't know just how 
yet but they have what the statute 
calls a lien. In the meantime, since 
the hospital has the lien, the man's 
wife and children could not gain 
any benefit from the policy. So 
far as this statute is concerned they 
could starve to death. If the man 
dies, the hospital ~,till has its lien, 
t,here is nothing in the man's es­
tate Fntil the hospital has collected 
its due. There is no money avail­
able to bury the man or pay any 
other lawful bills. There is noth­
ing available to pay the widow her 
allowance. How is this lien en­
forced? The statute, this bill, says 
that the hospital may file a bill of 
interpleader. Now, a bill of inter­
pleader is a process of law whereby 
a man holds a smn of money to 
which there are several claimants 
and the bill of interpleader is 
thereby brought by the holder of 
the stake to find out to whieh of 
these claimants the money should 
be paid. The bill of interpleader in 
ihis case is brought by one of the 
cleditors against t.he stake holder 
for what? I don't know. He starts 
a bill of interpleader. Under a bill 
of interpleader you pay your stake 
into court and let the people take 

their pick. In this case, there is 
no stake to be paid in. 

I think it is practically impos­
sible to enforce such a bill as this. 
'l1he bill ex:pressly says, "directly 
or indirectly". I would assume that 
that means that ·even if the policy 
is payable to a man's wife, the 
lien of the hospital is still attached 
to it because it is indirectly payable 
to the man on account of his wife. 

If you think that a hospital 
should be paid even though the 
wife and children starve to death, 
you will like this hill. If you don't, 
I hope you will vote for indefinite 
postponment. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
reaJClly for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Bangor, Mr. Fuller. 

Mr. FULLER: Mr. Speaker, and 
Members of the House; The words 
of the bill are "accident and lia­
bility insurance poHoies for dam­
ages." I hope tihat that isn't goillg 
to take money away from the wife 
and ·children of any person who is 
injured. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

(Cries of "Question") 
The SPEAKER: The question be­

fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland, Mr. 
McGlaufiin, that the two Reports of 
the Judiciary Committee on Bill "An 
Act relatillg to Liens on Insurance 
Policies for Hospitals" be in­
definitely postponed. Those in favor 
of the motion will say aye; those 
opposed, no. 

A viva voice being doubted, 
A division of the House was had. 
Eighty-six having voted in the 

wffirmative and twenty-four in the 
neg'ative, the motion prevailed and 
the Reports and Bill were indefi­
nitely postponed in non-concurrence 
and sent up for concurrence. ' 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the 
Day. 

The Ohair recognizes the gentle­
man from Cape Nlizaibeth, Mr. 
Chase. 

On motion of Mr. Oha,se, the 
House voted to take from the table 
the fourteenth tabled and unas­
signed matter. Resolve in favor of 
the Town of Hartland (H. P. 1405) 
(L. D. 1190) tabled by that gentle­
man on March 13 pending second 
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reading; and on further motion of 
the same gentleman, the resolve 
was given its second reading, pass­
ed to be engTossed 'and sent to the 
Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Chase of Cape 
Elizabeth, the House voted to take 
from the table the thirteenth tabled 
and unassigned matter, House Re­
port "Ought to P8J8S" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" of 
the Committee on Appropriations 
and F}nancial Affairs on Resolve 
Appropriating Moneys to Effectuate 
Salary Plan for State Employees 
(fl. P. 804) (L. D. 477) ta;bled by 
that gentleman on March 13 pend­
ing acceptance of the report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Cape 
Elizabeth. Mr. Chase. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I now 
move that this matter be assigned 
for consideration on March 28, by 
which time, I hope the financial 
situation will be clarified. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase, 
moves that the thirteenth tabled 
and unassigned matter, House Re­
port "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" of 
the Committee on Appropriations 
and Financial AHairs on Resolve 
Appropriating Moneys to Effectuate 
Salary Plan for State Employees 
be retabled and specially assigned 
for Wednesday, March 28. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed and the 
Report and Bill were so tabled and 
so assigned. 

On motion of the gentleman 
from Bowdoinham, Mr. Jones, the 
House voted to take up a recalled 
matter in the hands of the Clerk. 
Bill "An Act relating to Motor Ve­
hicles Parking in Dangerous 
Places" (H. P. 95) (L. D. 40). 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Bow­
doinham, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Jones: Mr. Speaker, in order 
to correct an error, I now move 
that the House reconsider its ac­
tion under suspension of the rules. 
whereby the bill was passed to 
be engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bowdoinham, Mr. Jones, 
moves that the House reconsider 
its action of March 6, under sus­
pension rules, whereby Bill "An 

Act relating to Motor Vehicles 
Parking in Dangerous Places" was 
passed to be engrossed. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed and on 
further motion of Mr. Jones, the 
House voted to reconsider its ac­
tion under suspension of the rules. 
whereby House Amendment "A" 
was adopted and on further mo­
tion of the same gentleman, House 
Amendment "A" was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. Jones then offered House 
Amendment "D" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "D" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

HOUSE AMENDMENT "D" to 
H. P. !l5, L. D. 40, Bill "An Act 
Relating to Motor Vehicles Parking 
in Dangerous Places." 

Amend said Bill by inserting at 
the beginning of the first para­
graph thereof after the enacting 
clause the following': 

'Sec. 1.' 
Further amend said Bill by add­

ing at the end thereof the follow­
ing: 

"Sec. 2. R. S., c. 19, §108, amended. 
The 4th paragraph of section 108 
of chapter 19 of the revised stat­
utes is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

'This section shall not apply to 
the driver of a vehicle which is 
disabled while on the paved, im­
proved or main traveled portion 
of a highway or within 10 feet from 
the nearer outside line of the trav­
eled way of a public highway in 
such manner and to such extent 
that it is impossible to avoid stop­
ping and temporarily leaving the 
vehicle in that position nor shall 
it apply to the driver of any vehicle 
while the same is employed in con­
nection with the construction, main­
tenance or repair of pipes and wires 
of a public utility in, upon, along, 
over, across and under a highway.''' 

Thereupon, House Amendment 
"D" was adopted and the bill as 
amended by House Amendment "0" 
and House Amendment "D" was 
passed to be engrossed in non­
concurrence and sent up for con­
currence. 

On motion of the gentleman from 
Baileyville, Mr. Brown, the House 
voted to take from the table the 
sixth tabled and unassigned mat-
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ter, senate Report; "OUght nm to 
pass" of the Committee on Judici­
ary on Resolve Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution 
Changing the Tenure of Office of 
the Governor to :E'our-Year Terms 
(S. P. 34) (L. D. 1'1) t!l;bled by that 
gentleman on March 1 pending con­
sideration; and on further motion 
of Mr. Hrownthe matter was re­
mbled and specially assigned for 
Wednesday, March 28. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the 
Day. 

On motion of the gentleman ;from 
Caribou, Mr. Bearce, the iHouse 
voted to <take from the table the 
sixteenth tlllbled ,and unassigned 

matter, Bill "An Act relating to 
Bulldozing of Streams" (H. P. 1643) 
(L. D. 1211) tabled by that gentle­
man on March 14 pending ref­
erence; ,and, on further motion of 
Mr. Bearce, the Hill was referred 
to the Committee on Inland Fish­
eries 'and Game and sent up, for 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the 
Day. 

If there is no further business 
to come before the House, the 
Clerk will read the notices. 

On motion of Mr. Chase of Cape 
Elizabeth, 

Adjourned until 10:00 o'clock to­
morrow morning. 


