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SENATE 

Thursday, May 8, 1947. 
The Senate was called to order by 

the President. 
Prayer by the Reverend T. O. 

Akeley of Gardiner. 
Journal of yesterday read and ap­

proved. 

From the House: 
The Committee on Legal Affairs 

to which was recommitted Bill "An 
Act Creating a School District for 
the Oakfie1d-Merrill-Smyrna-nyer 
Brook Community," (H. P. 1627) (L. 
D. 1301) reported that the same 
ought to pass as amended by Com­
mittee Amendments "A" and "B". 

Comes from the House, passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Com­
mittee Amendments "A" and "B". 

In the Senate, the report was read 
and adopted and the bill was given 
its first reading; Committee Amend­
ments A and B were read and adopt­
ed in concurrence and under sus­
pension of the rules the bill was 
read a second time and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act to Create the Ashland Area 
Community School District," (H. P. 
1613) (L. D. 1279) reported that the 
same ought to pass as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A". 

Comes from the House, the report 
read and adopted and the bill passed 
to be engrossed, as amended. 

In the Senate, the report was read 
and adopted and the bill was given 
its first reading; committee Amend­
ment A was read and adopted in 
concurrence and under suspension 
of the rules, the bill was given its 
second reading and passed to be en­
grossed in concurrence. 

The Majority of the Committee 
on Labor on Bill "An Act Amend­
ing the Law Relating to the State 
Board of Arbitration and Concilia­
tion," (H. P. 1461) (L. D. 1065) re­
ported that the same ought to pass 
as amended by Committee Amend­
ment "A". 
Senators: 

(Signed) 
HOPKINS of Kennebec 
HASKELL of Penobscot 

Representatives: 
BROWN of Unity 
CHASE 'Of Cape Elizabeth 

LEAVITT of Old Town 
BROWN of Woodland 
MARSHALL of Y'Ork 
SHARPE of Anson 
COLLINS of Carib au 

Comes from the House, the report 
read and accepted, and the bill 
passed t'O be engrossed as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A". 

In the Senate: 
Mr. HOPKINS of Kennebec: Mr. 

President and membffi"s of 'tlhe Sen­
ate, it is douht1ess ()f passing in­
terest that the Senators observe we 
have before us a bill in which we 
are in agreement, except one mem­
ber who did not sign the report. 
It is 'Of especial interest to me inas­
much as the bill was offered by the 
Senator from Penohscot, Senator 
Haskell, and it indi,cates we are not 
as far apart in our thinking as I 
thaught we were. From this bill 
you will gather that the public has 
at least same interest in labor mat­
ters. 

This bill before us pravides for a 
revision 'Of the laws affecting the 
Baard of Arbitration and Ooncilia­
tion. You will remember earlier in 
the week I gave yau names 'Of mem­
bers 'Of the Baard and told you in­
sofar as the Committee was able to 
discaver, the Baard has done no 
work in the past few years and there 
is na mentian 'Of them in the report 
of the Department of Labor. 

This bill revises the law in re­
gard to the Baard of Arbitratian 
and C'Onciliation, by giving the gov­
ernor power to investigate after a 
declaration of public emergency, and 
that the Baard shall make findings 
and the decisions of the Board are 
binding 'On the parties, within 90 
days, provided the decisions are sus­
tained by the Caurts. By the way, 
I might say that the present pra­
visians of the law is that the deci­
sions 'Of the Board are binding only 
if both parties request the Board to 
act. I presume that this is 'One rea­
son it has nat been used in recent 
years, but of course the main reasan 
is because there has been na labar 
strife. After decisian by the Baard 
the Gavernar may direct the attor­
ney general ta issue a mandate and 
enforce the decision 'Of the Board 
and the Oaurt may make investiga­
tian and can sustain or set aside 
the findings 'Of the Baard. 

I think this law is 'Sufficient law 
and is desirable and definitely rec­
ognizes that public emergencies may 
exist as result 'Of labor difficulties. 
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There is a right of appeal on the 
part of either party after ten day 
notice, in the court of competent 
jurisdiction, which is desirable. 

Committee Amendment "A" is very 
minor in nature and changes just 
two words in order to clarify and 
strengthen the bill. 

I move the adoption of the report, 
Mr. President. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted in concurrence and the bill 
was 'given its first reading. Com­
mittee Amendment "A" was adopted 
in concurrence, and under suspen­
sion of the rules the bill was given 
its second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Spear of Cum­
berland, the bill as amended was 
laid upon the table pending passage 
to be engrossed. 

Passed to be Enacted 
Bill "An Act Relating to Baxter 

Park Road." (S. P. 494) (L. D. 1362) 
Bill "An Act Relating to Neglect­

ed Children." (S. P. 541) (L. D. 
1465) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Old Age 
Assistance." (S. P. 542) (L. D. 1468) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Adop­
tion of Neglected Children." (S. P. 
543) (L. D. 1457) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Aid to 
Dependent Children." (S. P. 544) 
(L. D. 1466) 

"Resolve, in Favor of L. Archer 
Weymouth of Clinton." (S. P. 177) 
(L. D. 524) 

(On motion by Mr. Cleaves of 
Cumberland, tabled pending final 
passageJ 

"Resolve, in Favor of Washing­
ton County." (S. P. 253) (L. D. 715) 

(On motion by Mr. Cleaves of 
Cumberland, tabled pending final 
passageJ 

"Resolve,in Favor of William 
Reardon, of Sullivan." (S. P. 329) 
(L. D. 974) 

(On motion by Mr. Cleaves of 
Cumberland, tabled pending final 
passageJ 

"Resolve, Providing for Mainte­
nance of a Road in the Town of 
Lamoine." (S. P. 341) (L. D. 962) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, tabled pending final passage.) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Lincoln-Chester Bridge District." 
<H. P. 499) (L. D. 354) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, t3ibled pending passage to 
be enacted.) 

Bill "An Act Giving Commission­
er of Agriculture Authority to Es-

tablish Quarantines." (H. P. 1365) 
(L. D. 987) 

Bill "An Act Creating a Sewer 
District in the Town of Sanford." 
<H. P. 1653) (L. D. 1335) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Tuition 
for Pupils from Towns Not Main­
taining a Standard Secondary 
Schoo!." (H. P. 1651) (L. D. 1349) 

(On motion by Mr. Savage of 
Somerset, tabled pending passage 
to be en3!Cted.) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Mainte­
nance of Bridges on State Aid and 
Third Class Roads." (H. P. 1746) 
(L. D. 1492) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Service 
in Divorce Ca.ses." (H. P. 1749) 

(On motion by Mr. Barnes of 
Aroostook, tabled pending passage 
to be ·en3!Cted J 

"Resolve, in Favor of Roy R. Bell, 
of Thomaston." (H. P. 328) (L. D. 
206) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final 
passage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Leola J. 
McCourt of Strong." (H. P. 417) 
(L. D. 247) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final 
passage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Mrs. Ralph 
Cooper, of Madison." (H. P. 586), (L. 
D. 359) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final 
passage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Stacyville 
Plantation." (H. P. 1018) (L. D. 650) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final pa.s­
sage.) 

"Resolve to reimburse the Town 
of Whiting for Transportation of 
State Children." (H. P. 1020) (L. D. 
652) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final pas­
sage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Carrie M. 
Brawn,. of Guilford." (H. P. 1053) 
(L. D. 692) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final pa.s­
sage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of the Town 
of Woodstock." (H. P. 1148) (L. D. 
764) 

(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final pa.s­
sage.) 

"Resolve, to Reimburse the Town 
of Strong for Fighting Fire in Salem 
Township." <H. P. 1155) (L. D. 1494) 
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(On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Penobscot, tabled pending final pas­
sage.) 

"Resolve, to Compensate Town of 
Houlton for Assisting Kingman to 
Fight Fire." (H. P. 1270) (L. D. 1483) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, tabled pending final passage.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Irving 1. 
Bates, of Moro." (H. P. 1611) (L. D. 
1277) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, tabled pending final passage.) 

"Resolve, Providing for the Pay­
ment of Certain Damages caused by 
Wild Animals." (H. P. 1738) (L. D. 
1476) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, tabled pending final passage.) 

"Resolve, Providing for the Pay­
ment of Certain Pauper Claims" (H. 
P. 1741) (L. D. 1488) 

(On motion by Mr. Savage of 
Somerset, tabled pending final pass­
age.) 

"Resolve, in Favor of Several 
Academies, Institutes and Seminar­
ies." (H. P. 1747) (L. D. 1493) 

(On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, tabled pending final passage.) 

Orders of the Day 
On motion by Mr. Batchelder of 

York, the Senate voted to take from 
the table House Report from the 
Committee on Military Affairs Re­
port "A" "Ought Not to Pass", Re­
port "B", "Ought to Pass in New 
Draft" on Bill, An Act Providing 
for the Payment of a Bonus to 
Maine Veterans of World War II 
and to Provide for the Payment 
Thereof by Running Horse Racing 
and Dog Racing (H. P. 1578) (L. D. 
1227) in a new draft under a new 
title of "An Act Providing for the 
Payment of a Bonus to Maine Vet­
erans of World War II and to Pro­
vide for the Payment Thereof by 
Running Ho'rse RaCing (H. P. 1736) 
(L. D. 1478) twbled by that Senator 
on May 6th pending consideration 
of either report. 

Mr. BATCHELDER of York: Mr. 
President, as you will recall we were 
called in special session last July 
in relation to veterans' legislation. 
At that time we were presented, I 
believe, with 26 different and vari­
ous veterans' measures, some per­
taining to cash bonuses, others per­
taining to education and various 
others pertaining to the veterans. 
Now, as I understand it, in both 
the Republican convention and 
Democratic convention at that time 

it was felt there should be some 
recognition given to our veterans 
and I believe it was a pledge made 
at that particular time, that we 
should take it into consideration. In 
the Republican convention I believe 
it was mentioned that our Governor 
had spoken in relation to that and 
that he was intending to call a spe­
cial session of the legislature for 
the purpose of giving this matter 
consideration. 

We later met in conventicon, and 
at ·that time, in j'Oint convention, 
the Governor in his message said 
-and this is our executive head, 
speaking in relation to ,the cash 
bonus, and 'this is on page 12 of 
the Special Session of ;tJhe Legisla­
'tive Recmd 'Of July 8, 1946: "On 
the other hand, Ithere are obviously 
a l'arge number 'Of vetemns wh'O 
want cash. I have conSistently said 
to Ithe 'People of the State of Maine 
and to i'ts veterans, that Maine 
would not f'all behind the other 
States in evidencing i'DS gratitude to 
its loyal sons and daughters who 
served so faithfully in World War 
II, 'and thalt 'Once the veterans made 
clear the program .they desired, 
the State 'Of Maine would, within 
its financial limits,attempt to meet 
this program. I am convinced !from 
my studies 'Of the si'tuation, from 
the reports that have come t'O me, 
and from my convers'll'tion with 
veterans, 'that 'illley feel the State 
of Maine should in some tangible 
way show to 'eaoh veteran its grat­
i'tude, 'and th'at the great majority 
of veterans believe this gratitude 
should be expressed in the form of 
a cash bonus. lit isrupparent th'llt 
our veterans do not feel differently 
on this subject tthan those of neigh­
boring states. The Legis}atures of 
New Hampshire, Mrus,sachusetts, 
Vermont and Rh'Ode Isl'llnd have 
'already voted each bonuses to their 
veterans,and iJt is well said th'llt 
these veterans are no different than 
tthe veterans 'Of 'Our State. Maine 
'Paid bonuses to the veterans of 
World War I, and veterans of 
World W'ar II 'are entitled to no 
less generous treatment. 

"It is 'rubundantly clear from the 
evidence tha'ta cash bonus ~ the 
desire of many veterans, and I 
believe the time ihas come for us 
,to recognize this desire and to fu1-
fill it as best we can. 

"Despite lihe fad that some peo­
ple think a <Dash bonus should not 
be paid, I believe it would be very 
unwise f'Or the sta:te of Maine, in 
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attempting to express its 'lI;ppre­
eiation to its veterans, to say that 
tJhey cannot have :cash but must 
,take insurance. Consequently, I 
recommend that those who do not 
wiSh to 'take adv!antage of the 
StaJte's offer Ito make payments f'or 
insurance he given a $100 cash 
bonus. In ,this way, we will be off­
ering something very valuable and 
irrepla;ooable '00 those wise and 
pa:tieIl!t enough ,to take advantage 
o:f the offer, but we will not be 
fOl'cing it upon those who would 
mther have a $100 cash bonus. Aft­
er 'careful study, one hundred dol-
1M'S, iS,in my opinion, the limit 
to whidh the state can relliSOnably 
go in making cash payments to vet­
erans considering our financial sit­
uation and Ithe desirabmty of car­
ryingout 'a ,comprehensive veterans' 
prog:ram." 

Now with that in mind, this same 
question has aPl?eared ,befpre this 
legislalture. I belreve thIS IS prob­
ably where i't should be rather than 
in special sess~on due ,to the f'act 
tha;t we hav-e :00 ,devote consider­
able time to the subject, although 
we did :spend three weeks ~t th~t 
paI'lticular time, 'and I belIeve lt 
was :the 'Opinion of a great mal!-Y 
legislators :that they should be paId 
a cash bonus. The question re­
solved itself inoo a question Oif 
how it ()Ould ,be paid. 

I helieve it isa :1'eocogrrized f'3lct 
by all veterans that if we were to 
incUTa;dditional taxes, :they would 
have ,to contl'ibUJte ag1'eoat deal, 
and 'that possibly :they would rather 
,forego 'the payment O'f a bonus un­
less it 'could be worked out some 
way that 'they would not have to 
contribute too muCih ,to vt. At the 
time many different methods of 
taxes were considered. We had be­
fore us sales !tax, cigarette tax and 
various luxury taxes. It was said 
aJt the time ,that if we were to pass 
a :cig,arebte tax much of i,t would 
fall on veterans who smoked a 
grewt deal and they would pay mme 
,than ,they would derive from the 
bonus. 

As I see it, we are faced with the 
problem of getting money from addi­
tional taxes. As it seems now, we 
are going to have either a sales tax 
or cigarette tax and the veterans 
will pay something in those taxes 
but they will not get any bonus. 

Under the bill which is before 
you, it caUs for payment of a $100 
bonus along the line mentioned in 
the statement I just read. Being a 

veteran of World War I, and having 
a son in World War II, I believe 
they should be entitled to the same 
recognition given to us immediately 
following world War I. I believe it 
is a recognized fact these boys who 
performed great service to their 
country and put in considerable 
time not only in this country but 
overseas, are owed a great deal by 
all of us. If we had lost this war 
we would have recognized this, and 
in the matter of taxes we would 
probably be contributing much more 
and the benefits we now enjoy 
would have been taken from us. 

In the payment of the bonus this 
bill would take in the boys who 
served from December 8, 1941 to 
April 14, 1945, that being the time 
we made the fateful attack on Japan 
and up to the time the Japanese 
surrendered. It excepts the boys 
who served three months or less, as 
it was felt the boys who were in 
only three months had not been 
disturbed very much except possibly 
in business and on their jobs, and 
should therefore, probably not be 
considered. 

The item of $100, it may be said, 
would not go but a short way, but 
we cannot attempt to compensate 
the boys for what they have suf­
fered and lost, due to the high wages 
being paid and loss of service being 
rendered. We recognize the fad 
the state of Maine should recognize 
the service rendered and I think it 
should be in accordance with what 
was done for the veterans of World 
War I. Now, it comes down to the 
point of finding some method of 
making the payment. I don't think 
we have the right solution for this, 
but it has been felt that the State 
of Maine is engaged in pari-mutuels, 
and some might say it affects the 
morals of our State, and I will say, 
as a matter of fact, t.hat we have 
pari-mutuels at the present time and 
they are very beneficial to the fairs, 
and also we understand there are 
various running meets held not only 
during fair time but there are 
spring meets, and meets held im­
mediately following the fairs. We 
have been asked here to grant a 45-
day period of night racing. As I 
understand it, it doesn't come when 
the fairs are actually being run but 
would be granted to some individual 
or some particular fair so the State 
would benefit a little by them. Now, 
this calls for running races. I can­
not see, if we are going to have 
horse raCing, why it would be any 
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different if we had these running 
races. I believe a great many people 
prefer running races and cannot see 
why there should be discrimination 
between running races and harness 
races. I don't see any difference 
whether the jockey is running the 
horses on the horse's back or in a 
sulky behind the horse. It may be 
that the fairs believe that the grant­
ing of these particular races might 
injure them or do some harm to 
them. 

As I understand it, the runners 
operate principally on a mile track. 
At the present time we have only 
one mile track in the state of Maine, 
and that is at Old O'rchard. It 
might be contemplated possibly at 
the time of consideration of running 
races at the last legislature, that it 
would possibly involve the building 
of another mile race track in the 
State of Maine. At the present 
time a great many of our citizens 
of this state attend meets in adjoin­
ing States, Rockingham, Suffolk 
Downs and Narragansett, and a 
great deal of money is spent. 

It may be said that there is not 
enough money to be derived but I 
will say if we consider the adjoining 
States, - for instance in Rocking­
ham, a year ago, they were deriving 
revenue frGm racing there of ap­
proximately a million and three­
quarters, and it wa.s suggested that 
they were planning to raise the 
revenue 1,6 cent so it would be equal 
to a quarter of a million dollars 
more money. 

It was said and estimated that 
the State of Maine WGuid be in a 
position to receive approximately 
half a million dollars from this 
source of revenue. I believe it is a 
very conservative figure and if we 
were allowed to have running races 
here in Maine, that 'amount of 
money could be raised from that 
particular source. At Old Orchard 
at the present time, which is a 
great summer resort, they would 
probably be attended by approxi­
mately 50,000 people. Our automo­
bile number plates carry the word 
"Vacationland" and I believe we 
should allow the people who come 
here summers to have the right to 
attend running races if they wish. 

Now, this bill calls for a payment 
over a period of 24 years. It was 
felt that with a conservative figure 
of half a million dollars, it would 
be a very easy matter to payoff 
$400,000 each year 'On the bonds 

besides taking care of interest. I 
might say the bond issue would be 
in an amount aggregating $10,000,-
000. There are about 94,000 vet­
erans of which 4,000 paid the su­
preme sacrifice and it was recog­
nized that the wives or relatives of 
these boys should receive the bene­
fits from the payment of the bonus. 

If you will refer to page 6 'Of the 
bill you will see the word "dog 
races." It was deleted from the 
original bill and is a misprint in 
the bill before us. 

NGw, I do not know whether this 
is the proper method of providing 
the bonus for veterans, 'but in this 
particular method they would not 
be called upon for the payment of 
much of this bonus as they would 
if certain taxes were imposed. We 
have pari-mutuels at the present 
time and so it is not opening up a 
new field, such as dog racing WGuld, 
and I see no rea.son why we should 
not, at lea.st, give it some consid­
eration, and I move for acceptance 
of the Committee "B" report. 

Mr. DUBE of Androscoggin: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I fought for three years in 
training and in combat and wa.s re­
leased from service a year ago and 
I never dreamed that I would be 
here today speaking to you and 
asking a little bit of something for 
the veterans in the State 'Of Maine. 

Yesterday we found a copy of 
Life Magazine on our desks which 
pointed out the evils of horse races 
and gambling. I am sure many of 
you have not turned to page 89 but 
if anybody here has that magazine 
I wish he would look at it. If you 
have not, I will read a couple of 
articles which may take five min­
utes, and I hope you will bear with 
me. It is entitled "O'n the Death 
of an Angel": 

The morning sun shone warmly 
as the long cGlumn moved down 
the road from Exeter, England. We 
were on a 14-mile training hike. and 
all of us were saving our breath for 
the finish. All wore combat fatigues, 
helmet and full field packs. The 
green English countryside made me 
want to drop out 'Of ranks and 
stretch on the gra.ss for a nap. I 
had position of rear guard, and 
several doctors and nurses whom I 
had never seen before walked ahead 
of me. I looked at them wonder­
ingly, for if I had been in their 
place I certainly would have stayed 
at home. My legs seemed to be dis-
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connected and moved by their own 
volition. I shifted my pack and 
wished I were anywhere 'but here. 
A calf bawled in a field and I 
thought of home. The peace of the 
countryside made the war distant 
and unreal. "Damn the war," I 
muttered. 

Suddenly I heard the whistling 
rush of a fast plane in the sky be­
hind me. I yelled and dove for a 
ditch. The clatter of machine guns 
tore the peaceful air. As suddenly 
as they had come, the planes were 
gone, leaving a blank silence. Then 
groans and cries of "Medic! Medic! 
started, and I knew someone had 
been hit. I crawled out of the ditch 
and checked to see if any of the 
nurses were hit. They were all on 
their feet and seemed all right. 
This must have been the first time 
for the big brunette, for she stood 
staring into the field, her fumbling 
hands brushing the dirt from her 
fatigues in an aimless sort of way. 
A little blonde, as beautiful as spring, 
had dropped on her knees beside a 
wounded doctor and was administer­
ing first aid. She took off her hel­
met and shook her head, letting her 
hair fall on her shoulders. The 
blond hair seemed to make a halo 
around her head. I watched her for 
a few seconds, thinking of a pidure 
I had seen of angels. The other 
nurses were all taking care of 
wounded men except the brunette, 
who stood beside me quietly crying. 

The officers started to blow whis­
tles and shout, "Fall in." As the 
column formed, shouts arose in the 
front, and I looked ahead. The 
three Jerries in their ME-109s were 
not satisfied and were coming back 
for more sport. White pal'achutes 
carrying their load of death blos­
somed over the head of the column 
and I knew we were really in for it. 
I had been through this particular 
kind of hell before. I shoved the 
brunette nurse into the ditch and 
leaped in after her. "Keep your 
goddamn head down," I screamed 
at her. The explosions were deaf­
ening, and I could hear pieces of 
metal whistle by overhead. 

The noise faded away until all 
was still. I looked up cautiously, 
afraid Jerry might come back to 
machine-gun what was left. No, he 
wouldn't bother us again. The three 
Jerries were high-tailing it home 
with a squadron of Spitfires after 
them. 

"Are you hurt?" I asked the nurse 
beside me. No answer. She was 

out cold. I checked, but she had not 
received a scratch. 

I came out of the ditch to get a 
medic, but stopped in horror. The 
lovely little blonde was lying on the 
road beside the decapitated and 
mutilated form of the doctor she 
had been attending. Both her legs 
were blown completely off, one ly­
ing about 5 feet from her, the other 
gone. A medic was trying to put 
tourniquets on the ragged, bleeding 
stumps. I 'stood frozen, watching 
the tourniquets slip off because the 
stumps were too short and slippery 
with blood. Each time a tourniquet 
would slip off, the red blood would • 
gush out, deepening the puddle she 
was lying in. She was fully con­
scious, trying to smile and say some­
thing. Every time she did, she would 
blowout little bubbles of blood. 

A doctor walked up and put his 
arm on the medic's shoulder. "You 
can stop now, son." He shook his 
head. The numbness left me. I 
began throwing up. I staggered 
blindly over to a tree and sat down, 
crying and vomiting. 

The ambulances came and picked 
up the wounded and the dead. We 
reformed our ranks and marched 
home. 

To my dying day I shall have 
nightmares of that blond little angel 
of mercy, lying in a pool of her own 
blood and trying to smile. 

There is another short article that 
I would like to read to the members 
of the Senate: 

When does sanity end and mad­
ness begin? On many a hot morn­
ing on Guadalcanal, my fellow ma­
rines and I questioned our sanity 
as we looked out upon the corpses 
of the enemy. Why did we extract 
such extreme delight in firing a 
burst of machine-gun fire into al­
ready dead Japanese? Their bodies 
sprawled, their lifeless eyes staring 
into nothingness, their sagging jaws 
open, gold teeth gleaming in the 
sun, their sardonic grinning mouths 
-these sights somehow impelled us 
to fire volley after volley. As the 
bodies jerked and quivered, we would 
laugh gleefully and hysterically. 
Only when the bullets tore open the 
corpses, emitting a stench that stung 
our nostrils and turned our stom­
a,chs. did we snap back to sanity, 
turning our backs now on the dead 
enemy, disgusted with our behavior. 
Why did we do this? What sub­
conscious motive prompted our ac­
tion? Were we "cracking up"? Was 
this the outpouring of hatred, ac-
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cUl?ulated in three previous cam­
paIgns? Even yet I do not know. 
LIke my fellow marines, I still won­
der. what thin line, if any, divides 
samty from madness. 

Gentlemen, I went to war in the 
southern Pacific over a year. I am 
here 'today but really I don't know 
~hy. I 'Clan assure you whatever 
lrutle you ean do for the veterans 
of our state, which many 'Other 
States are dOing right now for their 
veterans, will be greatly apprecia;t­
ed. The state of Maine gave a $100 
bonus to the Worrld War I veterans. 
Iif a $100 bonus were to be given to 
the World War II veterans I can 
assurre you 'that little bi't would be 
appreciruted lalthough it would buy 
about $25 worth of the mruberials it 
wou1d have bought 'a't the time we 
left for service. 

You have seen maps 'and pic­
-tures of what we did. Aflter we had 
gone everyone said, "Le:t the boys 
'C~me home. When they come, we 
wIll~sk 'them wha,t they want and 
gIVe lt Ito them." I will say thaJt I 
have been fighting ever sinee I 
entered ,the legislaJturre to do some­
thing for the veterans and I sin­
oerely believe the bill beforre y'Ou 
on which Ithere is no form of taxa­
tion, would be about ,the best ways 
and means of raising money to 
help out the veterans which I feel 
did so much for lall of us here. I 
think and I hope sincerely that 
most of you will go along wi>th me 
on the bonus. I have tried to be 
fair and square with you people 
here and I hope you will be with 
me. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc: Mrr. 
President and members of the 
Senate, for reasons 'Only too well 
known ,to the most of you I am 
rather reluctant to speak on this 
measure. The rreasons 'that I elab­
oraJted upon ~ast summer-last hay­
in~ time-are still true today. At 
th~s tIme I ,a,sk: "Is this 'a bonus 
bill or is i't a pony bill?" I say 
again: "If ,this bill is passed either 
asa bonus bill 'or as a pony bill 
or both, it must go to the people 
by referendum." Less 'than eight 
months ago the peaple of Maine 
including ninety odd ,thousand vet~ 
erans opposed a much less objec­
tionable measure by a two ta 'One 
vote. Is that not enough? Do we 
need ,to go all through anatherr 
such ,feeble gesture? 

I said last summer 'and I say 
again taday that we can never pay 
the vetel1ans the debt 'that we owe 

them. A small cash bonus is not 
,the answer. Every benefit that ~s of 
permanent value to help the vet­
eran help himself is mos't worthy 
and I am whole-heal'tedly for it. 
. N:ow, if this is 'a pony bill, then 
lt IS 'another mauter. Two years 
a~ I voted far the pony mcing 
bIll. I don't believe in pari-mutuel 
betting. I think rt has done more 
to hurt the Strute of Maine and 
th~ State of Maine agriculltural 
faIrS than any other one thing. 
Nevertheless we have i:t <bhe ma­
jority seem to want it, 'pea pie like 
to bet and it is legal 'to do so. So 
if it is all rright for the harness 
horses, then as far as I am con­
cerned, it is all right for the pony 
horses. 

I say again, if we can do anything 
of permanent value to help the vet­
eran to help himself, I am for it. 
If we can build up some sort of re­
serve in the years to come-and I 
think the time is coming when the 
veterans, the same as many other 
citizens, are going to be more in 
need-then let us be prepared to do 
something for the veteran when 
that time comes. If this pony bill is 
the answer, all right· let us enact 
the pony bill and make some sort 
~f proviso in it that the money real­
Ized will pile up in a "Veterans' 
Bonus J!'U~d." If there are $400,000 
a year m It as the proponents esti­
mat~ let it pile up: When the pile 
IS bIg enough I thmk the time will 
have come when the veterans ,,,ill 
really appreciate a bonus. Then we 
can disburse this money to every 
v,et.eran, free and clear, with n'O 
strmgs or restrictians on it, with 
na taxes to pay and no bands to pay 
off. 

Let us not get the cart before the 
horse; let us have the horse out in 
front, bringing in these dollars. It 
w'Ould save a bond issue, samething 
we know the people will not sup­
port, and the veteran himself will 
not support it. So if we have har­
ness raeing and that is all right let 
us have pony racing and build' up 
this reserve and get this $400,0{)(} or 
mare a year. Over a ten year period 
that would amount to four or five 
:nillion dollars, perhaps more. If it 
mcreases as fa;st as they say, in 
ten years we WIll have a substantial 
sum to give to the veteran with no 
strings on it. 

I a.m not in favor of the present 
measure. I will, however, support a 
p:my bill with those provisions. 
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Mr. BARNES of Aroostook: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I arise to my feet at this time 
because when I come to vote on this 
particular measure I want my good 
friend, Senator Roger Dube, to know 
the reason why I vote as I do. 

I don't suppose there is anything 
that could be done in this world to 
compensate for the horrible expe­
rience of the little hlonde angel for 
whom there is no further help and 
for the boys who had to watch that, 
but I do not conceive it to be true 
that the payment of a $100 bonus 
apiece to all the veterans in the 
State of Maine would be any sort 
of compensation for a thing like 
that at all. 

My thoughts on the general sub­
ject of a bonus are a matter of rec­
ord. I tried to point out last sum­
mer during the months between the 
confused session that we had and 
the election, why I thought a bonus 
at this time was unsound. 

I stated that the State was faced 
with a financial picture that made 
any thought of putting the State 
into debt to pay a bonus would be 
entirely unthinkable. Since that 
time your State Budget Committee 
has met and pointed out the fact 
that they believe there would be a 
deficit of around six million dollars 
without the State of Maine spend­
ing a single cent for any new ap­
propriation. That meant it would 
be necessary to hold the line at the 
level we were holding it. 

Since that time we have come to 
Augusta. We have been here for 
the longest session on record. We 
have talked in both branches of 
this legislature and tried to point 
out the financial problem that the 
State of Maine faces. As I under­
stand it, the original budget deficit. 
by paring down on requests for 
appropriations, has been due down 
to some $3,000,000, and new mat­
ters that seem, at least, to be neces­
sary. have been suggested that 
would make an additional $6,000,-
000 per year. Those new requests 
are to my mind requests that should 
not be ignored. 

We know that for the benefit of 
veterans back here in Maine now 
there is need for compensation in 
the field of education, so that the 
educational system in our State 
the teachers that teach our children 
wiIl he good teachers, and .good 
teachers for the children of the vet­
erans as they come along. We know 

there is a program at the Univer­
sity of Maine to permit veterans, 
themselves, to take advantage of 
the educational provisions of the 
G I Bill of Rights. We know that 
although Senator Dube ,and some 
80,000 others were away it didn't 
cost the State anything for the 
National Guard, but now that the 
boys have returned, we will have to 
pay for that. 

Now, in the face of all these 
needs, what has this legislature 
done? To this date it has refused 
and rejected every tax measure 
that has been suggested except a 
tax measure on Cigarettes, to in­
crease a tax that is already high. 

I was talking yesterday down at 
the Augusta House with a returned 
veteran of this last war who is serv­
ing in this legislature and he served 
in the southern Pacific. I believe he 
fully understands the problem. I said 
to him, "If we could get together in 
this legislature and enact a sound 
tax program so that over the years 
a sufficient amount could be taken 
from that income to retire bonds 
I would be in favor of a bonus of 
$100 apiece, but I felt it would not 
in any way repay one of the veterans 
for the sacrifice he made or that 
any of the veterans made for their 
country and state, but simply as a 
token of our appreciation. 

These tax bills have been rejected. 
There are those in both branches of 
the legislature who say it would pro­
vide too much revenue. We need 
only nine million dollars and these 
tax measures would provide ten mil­
lion. 

If this legislature had the courage 
to face that problem and enact a 
sound tax program from which we 
could take money each year and re­
tire the bonds necessary to pay the 
bonus I would go along with it glad­
ly. 

A suggestion was made in a jok­
ing fashion when I was talking with 
a friend over the telephone - he 
said, "What have you done in Au­
gusta about this financial problem?" 
I said, "Apparently nothing." He 
aske~, "What are you going to do?" 
I saId, "That I do not know." He 
said, "I have a suggestion. Why 
don't you write the names of the 
officials of State government on slips 
of paper and put them in a hat. 
Have someone draw out half of them 
and cut off the appropriation for 
that half, and then let the legisla­
ture go home." It was a jokinO' 
suggestion, but fellow members, if 
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we don't do something we might 
as well do that. 

I would not have very much to 
sayan this measure that is hooked 
onto the bonus bill to pay it back. 
It is true the State of Maine has 
gone into pari-mutuel betting and 
harness racing but from all I can 
gather, harness racing and pony 
racing are entirely different. 

The article which was read in 
Life Magazine was dealing with 
pony racing. Editorials have been 
written and published in this State 
that if we had pony racing in the 
various towns and cities it would 
bring undesirable people from out­
side the State that we do not want. 
I am against pony raeing and do 
not want it and will vote against it. 

I say again, if the legislature had 
the courage to enact a vigorous tax 
program to meet the crying needs 
of this State and provide bonds that 
we can retire, I would go along with 
that. 

The only justification for my re­
marks is because I want my good 
friend, Senator Dube, when I get up 
to vote on this measure, to know 
why I so vote. 

Mr. DUBE of Androscoggin: Mr. 
President, I agree with Senator 
Barnes that it would be much nicer 
if we could find other ways and 
means to finance such a bonus. 
Other means have been tried but we 
have not decided what kind of taxa­
tion the State will take up to pay 
all the extra expenses that we here 
ha ve voted on to take care of roads 
and the care of institutions and aU 
the other expenses. 

New, then, I have this Life Mag­
azine which 'came in handy. On 
page 36 it shows a beautiful island 
which used to be la city but it 
shows what ca,n be done in a few 
short moments before they blew ilt 
up. lit could have happened to the 
Stalte of Maine if Ithe veterans had 
not gone over there to fight for 
their nation. It seems to me we 
have three or four undeclared wars 
going on such as Greece, Palesltine 
and China, and many other places. 
You might have Ito c'all on those 
boys in 'a few short years and ask 
them to give service ito the state. 
I ,feel sure many of them feel that 
they have been forgotten by the 
Strute. I kno'w the federal govern­
ment has provided many special 
privileges for certain veterans but 
they are not It'aking care of all 
Ithe veterans, and what the federal 
government is doing for !bhe state 

of M'aine 'they are doing all over 
the naltion. 

Righlt now the state of Maine 
has spent thousands of doUar:s-<ta 
be exact, they spent $35,666 a\t the 
last special session to see whrut they 
could decide on 1(,\ veterans' bonus. 
Here today it is ready to be passed 
within a few short seoonds. If it 
is not approved, as I look upon 
our possible future governor, he 
might have ,to ta:ke up the matterr 
in two years from now all over 
again, and we might possibly have 
,to have a special session. 

I feel sure, gentlemen, if you can 
ccmpensrute forr the raises of wages 
'and ,all the expenses which the 
state in undertaking for which we 
need nine million dollars for this 
biennium, I feel Ithalt we could pass 
this bill which would provide the 
bonus and which would nOlt create 
any hardship 'On us here today. 

Mr. LEAVITT of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, last summer, 'as every­
body knows, I was opposed to the 
bonus. I was opposed to the bill 
we 'presented to the people. I felt 
the whole ,thing was confusing. Forr 
some reason or olther I had doubt 
whether !the people of !bhis 8'bate 
could ferret out just what was in 
that bill 'and what it meant. This 
bill here, regardress of whether y.ou 
like horse racing or pony ralCing, 
or how you feel, it is clear cut 
and I 'am perfectly willing to l!:Irust 
to 'the people at this time rIlo decide, 
and I 'think it shourd go along to 
the people for 'them to vote on it. 

Mr. BOUCHER of Androscoggin: 
Mer. President and members of the 
Senate, I itOO, was one of those who 
opposed the so-caned bonus meas­
ure laslt summer because to me that 
bill was la measure to ask the vet­
erans Ito pay 'the State a bonus for 
the privilege of eoming home. I 
fought against the bill and was 
glad to see it was bealten three to 
one, as I prediclted in this room at 
special session 'that ilt would be. 
I don't like ,the present bill. I 
don't !think the amount is large 
enough. If 'a $100 bonus was fa~r 
for 'the veterans of the first World 
War, then certainly from my view­
poinrta $1()0 honusat this time is 
a very small offer becaulle you and 
I know that since the first Worrld 
War, which has been 25 years, the 
cost of living has gone up at least 
200%. In all fairness, I think a 
bonus should bea:bout two O'r three 
hundred dollars. Neverrtheless, I 
still think Ithat a bonus should be 
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paJd. Apparently this is the 'Only 
mea.sure 'Out of the feur or five 
thwt appea.red before bhe le,gisla­
ture th'at has ,a chance of passag-e, 
and I shall vote ~n faver of 1Jhis 
bill bec'ause it will not 'tax direCltly 
<bhe vetemn. I realize probably the 
vetera.n will gamble on these horses 
but he will not be foreed to do so 
in any way, sha.pe or manner, and 
it will be his 'Own ohoice if ihe 
does. 

Now, I have heard 'a lot about the 
moral issue of running horse's. I am 
not a I1ace track enthusiast in any 
way, shape O'r manner. I guess 
proba.bly in my whole lifetime I 
have seen but 15 'or 20 horse !t"aces, 
but in my humble way I cannot see 
any difference between ihO'rses run­
ning when the man is sitting on 
,top 'Of the horse 'Or behind the 
horse in 'a sulky. It is still a iherse 
race ,to me. Where they can differ­
eDlti,a;te between the two on moral 
tUI1Pttude 'Or atJtitude I eannot see. 
I wish 'someone wille knows would 
show me the difference in riglht or 
wrong ibe'tween herses Tadng and 
ponies raiCing. 

Talking about the moral issue, 
this State is already in the booze 
business. If we were not in the 
booze business we would be a lot 
worse off today than we are in fac­
ing a financial problem. Now a lot 
of people werry in this State about 
prohibition. I have no worries about 
prohibition as long as the state 'Of 
Maine can depend upon selling the 
amount of liquor necessary to fi­
nance old age assistance and aid to 
dependent children. Whether we 
have running horses or harness rac­
es make no difference to me. It is 
still gambling and I maintain it 
weuld be no worse under running 
horses than it is now under harness 
races. Let's nDt be blind te this 
thing. Money is being bet on the 
running hDrses nDW threugh bODk­
ies who get 1Jhe benefit of the profit 
and our veterans are deprived 'Of a 
bonus. 

I, fer ene, will vDte in favDr of 
this measure because while I believe 
it is really too small an offer, at 
least it is a gesture of gratitude to 
our veterans WhD have fought and 
died for us in the last war, and I 
think before we have anDther war 
we better pay this bonus or we will 
have tWD bonuses tD pay. 

Mr. President, I hope the mDtion 
of Senator Batchelder will prevail. 

Mr. DENNY of Lincoln: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen-

ate, I know we all agree with at 
least the first part 'Of the talk which 
the Senator from York, Senator 
Batchelder gave. I knDW we all 
want to do everything we can for 
the veterans and we are all very 
reluctant, when we feel it is neces­
sary to oppose a bill, to publicly 
stand up and say "no". I have al­
ways opposed, or at least up to date 
I have opposed a bonus 'On the 
grounds that I did not like the way 
in which it would have to be paid. 
I felt too much of the burden would 
fall upon the veteran. I still think 
it is true and sound. W'e have 
something like 90,0100 veterans and 
it takes very little figuring to real­
ize these 90,000 veterans will be tax­
payers and the people who will run 
and be responsible for the State of 
Maine in the very near future. I 
do not think we should burden 
them. 

This bill, I think is unsound and 
it has for me the same 'Objection 
as the other tax measure which was 
attached tD the other bonus bill 
which the people and veterans dis­
carded. When we try tD pass a 
bDnus at referendum with pony rac­
ing in the State of Maine I believe 
we are all wrong. When a popula­
tion as great as that of greater Bos­
ton can go and pay a dollar for a 
round trip ticket tD Rockingham, 
stay fDr the races and go back at 
night, we are going to· find it quite 
different in getting any comparative 
crowd to a pony racing- meet in the 
State of Maine. We just have not 
got the people to bring in $400,000 
a year and we might as well receg­
nize it new as any time and if we 
cannot bring in meney enough te 
pay a ten milliDn dollar bond issue 
in the 25 years which I believe the 
bill calls for, certainly at least part 
of this burden of paying the bend 
issue and interest is going to fall 
back on the 90,000 veterans who are 
going to be the State of Maine of 
the future. For those reasons I 
hDpe the motiDn of the SenatDr 
from York, Senator Batchelder, 
does not prevail. 

Mr. DUBE: Mr. President, I will 
agree with SenatDr Denny that 
some of you here are reluctant to 
pass this mea.sure but I will tell Y'OU 
this much, sirs, if the veterans -
if many 'Of them had been reluc­
tant when the time came f'Or them 
tD jDin the armed forces to help 
save our country, Dr while in battIe 
were reluctant to go ahea.d and do 
what they thought was right, I 
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guarantee we might not be here 
today. I recall one little incident 
in which I was reluctant too. It 
was before Japan agreed to end 
the war and I was flying a large 
transport with 36 paratroopers de­
pending upon me and my fellow 
men to fly them to Okinawa in 
which we were grouping thousands 
of airplanes ready to fly into J'apan 
whether the Japanese accepted our 
proposals or not after we dropped 
our second atomic bomb. I hit the 
tail end of the hurricane or cyclone 
we were having. I was reluctant 
to go on or head into the sea, but 
we had to come through. I felt we 
must come through, and we did 
come through. The airplane was a 
C-47 like Governor Hildreth was 
given, and their wings were cracked 
but they were all glad to be alive 
at this particular time. I was really 
reluctant on this but I had to go 
along. So why don't we try it on 
this? 

Mr. WELCH: Mr. President and 
members of the Senate, I am a little 
mite reminded this morning of one 
time when we had a hearing before 
the Ways and Bridges Committee 
in this Senate chamber on some 
road resolves. As you know, some 
members would have in two or three 
resolves. One fellow came before 
us and addressed us and said, 
"Gentlemen, this is the worst piece 
of road in the state of Maine." He 
gave reasons to back up his state­
ment. The next article on our cal­
endar was another resolve of his 
and he said, "Gentlemen, this piece 
of road is worse than the one I 
just spoke of." 

I didn't like the bill we had the 
other day and I spoke against it, 
on night racing. They said it would 
give us a little more revenue. I 
don't like this one. I went on 
record in the special session and 
will again today, to do everything 
I can for the veterans. We have 
voted large sums for education for 
them in the University of Maine 
and we have voted sums in other 
cases, and I hope I will not fail at 
any time to vote for money which 
will provide for facilities for edu­
cation for our veterans whether it 
be in one school or another: if it 
is for veteTans, I am for it but I am 
not for this running races bill to 
provide money for as small a bonus 
as this is. I did vote last summer 
for a bonus, a measure whereby 
everybody would have contributed 

to the payment of that bonus. It 
has been mentioned here that the 
cigarette tax of last year would 
have placed an undue burden on 
the veterans. Have we any reason 
to believe that this measure would 
not be paid in large part by the 
veterans? It may not, but we have 
no assurance it will not, and I hope 
the motion of the Senator from 
York, Senator Batchelder, does not 
prevail. 

Mr. DUNBAR of Washington: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, during my three terms in this 
Senate I don't believe I have ever 
voted against any measure that 
carried a referendum to the cities 
of the State where such a refer­
endum was attached to any bill. 
This measure carries a referendum 
to the people of the State of Maine 
to pass upon this issue and we will 
have an opportunity to find out 
whether or not the people of the 
state of Maine, first, believe in a 
bonus and second, find whether or 
not a bonus should be financed by 
running horses. I am willing to 
trust the people who sent me to 
this legislature in my county, and 
if the people of the state of Maine 
vote "No" on this proposition I will 
abide by their will. I will gladly 
do so but I am not going to vote 
today or any other time in this 
legislature while I am a member 
of it, against referring a matter to 
the people if such an amendment 
is attached to the bill. I believe we 
can trust the people of this State 
to decide in this matter in the 
proper and the right way. 

Without gOing into other phases 
of the thing, either from the stand­
point of giving a bonus to the vet­
erans or how it should be financed, 
it has been very well and ably cov­
ered by those who have spoken here 
this morning both for and against 
the propDsition and I want to' gO' on 
record that I still trust the people 
of the State Df Maine and shall be 
glad to support the mDtion of Sen­
ator Batchelder and when the vote 
is taken I ask for a division. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is Dn the motion 
of the SenatDr from York, Senator 
Batchelder, to' adopt Committee Re­
port "B", "Ought to Pass". 

A division Df the Senate was had. 
Ten having voted in the affirma­

tive and eighteen opposed, the mo­
tion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the "Ought not to 



1778 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, MAY 8, 1947 

pass" report of the Committee was 
adopted. 

From the House 
(Out of Order) 

Resolve in Favor of Anson Acad­
emy CR. P. 1055) (L. D. 1503) 

Comes from the House the bill 
substituted for the report and passed 
to be engrossed. 

In the Senate: 
Mr. ELA of Somerset: Mr. Presi­

dent I move that the bill be substi­
tuted for the report. This is an 
academy which they are trying to 
rebuild at a cost of $100,000. It serves 
a considerable number of veterans 
attending this school. The local com­
munity has contributed to a large 
extent and I think it is only fair 
that the bill be carried to the same 
point where other similar legislation 
is now carried. 

Thereupon, the bill was substi­
tuted for the report and under sus­
pension of the rules was given its 
two several readings and passed to 
be engrossed in concurrence. 

Resolve in Fa,vor of E. E. Webber 
of Rockland (L. D. 1504) 

Comes from the House the report 
read and adopted and the bill passed 
to be engrossed. 

In the Senate, the report was 
read and adopted and under suspen­
sion of the rules, the resolve was 
given its two several readings and 
passed to be engrossed in concur­
rence. 

An Act Relating to the Construc­
tion, Installation, Repair, Use, Op­
eration and Inspection of Elevators. 
Dumb-Waiters and Escalators (L. 
D. 1501) 

Mr. HASKELL of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate. this new draft. 1501 is a re­
vision of L. D. 1054. to change from 
the Department of Labor and In­
dustry the administration of the 
elevator provisions. To cite briefly 
the reasons for the original bill, we 
had a very unfortunate aocident in 
Piscataquis County and the bill as 
originally submitted to the legisla­
ture was an effort to set up a com­
mission to study the elevator rules 
and regulations and set up some 
sound rules and regulations and 
then have the Department of Labor 
and Industry responsible for the 
inspection of the original installa­
tion and annual inspection of the 
elevators. The bill provided a mod-

est fee system and undoubtedly was 
good legislation. 

The committee reported a new 
draft which retains the same sub­
stantial provisions of the original 
bill but transfers the administra­
tion from the Department of Labor 
and Industry to the Insurance De­
partment. Now, it is true the Arson 
Division of the Insurance Depart­
ment do have fire inspectors but 
some of us think that the responsi­
bility for elevator inspection should 
be in the Department of Labor and 
Industry for these reasons-the La­
bor Department is responsible for 
boiler inspections and it so happens 
the boiler inspector in the state is 
an elevator man, trained and ex­
perienced in the operation and in­
stallation of elevators. It is also 
true he is eminently qualified to 
conduct examinations and issue li­
censes and certificates to others so 
that they may do the inspecting. 
If it is set up in the Insurance De­
partment it means training new 
State personnel. It means trans­
ferring to a department a 'function 
that has been carried on for many 
years by the Department of Labor 
and Industry. I am willing to con­
cede the Department of Labor and 
Industry needs additional funds 
with which to do a more complete 
job of elevator inspection and if the 
Senate accepts the motion to sub­
stitute the original bill for the com­
mittee new draft. I will offer an 
amendment to L. D. 1054 that will 
put into that bill the same revenue 
provisions that had been added to 
the new draft, providing an inspec­
tion fee for new installations and 
annual inspection fees for elevator 
inspections. 

I certainly believe the pla-ce for 
this function in the State is in the 
Department of Labor where these 
same functions are being carried 
out in industrial and commercial 
buildings. To set up another de­
partment and create another board 
and another group of inspectors in 
a department where I think that 
type of work is foreign to the nor­
mal functions. I think is unneces­
sary and expensive. 

I move. if it is in order to do so, 
the substitution of the original bill 
for the Committee's New Draft re­
port. 

Mr. BATCHELDER of York: Mr. 
President. I might say this bill was 
before us for consideration as result 
of the accident spoken of here. Be­
fore the committee appeared the 
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Insurance Commissioner and at that 
time we had someone appear from 
the Labor Department. We were 
given to understand that they had 
only one man in the Department 
of Labor making investigations at 
that particular time. We realized 
a great many mills as welJ as hotels 
have elevators which require inspec­
tion and in a great many cases they 
are covered by insurance and often 
times are inspected by insurance 
companies. We felt it was more in 
line with the duties of the Insur­
ance Department due to the fact it 
ties in with insurance. Another 
thing, it was called to our attention 
that the Insurance Department has 
eight or nine field men covering 
various parts of the State for fire 
inspections and they could, with very 
little training, take on this addi­
tional work and could give this 
service without great additional ex­
pense whi·ch would be necessary in 
the Department of Labor, to put on 
additional men which they should 
have to inspect elevators through­
out the State. Another thing, it 
was called to our attention and in­
formation was given by the Depart­
ment of Labor that there was noth­
ing at fault with the elevator in-. 
valved in the accident mentioned, 
but later information showed that 
there was. It seemed to the com­
mittee that due to the scarcity of 
people able to do the work they 
didn't have sufficient crew to take 
care of the State. I believe the 
change is a change for the best and 
that this should be changed to the 
Department of Insurance. I hope 
the motion of Senator Haskell does 
not prevail. 

Mr. HASKELL: My concept of 
this change is not that it will add 
a single employee to the Department 
of Labor. It will make one person 
in the Department of Labor respon­
sible for licensing elevator inspec­
tors, and to be licensed as an ele­
vator inspector an individual must 
pass a test and have qualifications 
set up by that supervisor, but in 
practical operation the people who 
are going to be licensed to do in­
spection work are elevator installa­
tion and maintenance men. As you 
know, one large elevator company 
does all or substantialJy all of the 
maintenance of most of the eleva­
tors in the State. There are two 
or three minor comnanies that do 
that. It will be the function of this 
one individual in the Department 
of Labor to properly satisfy him-

self that those persons are qualified 
as elevator inspectors. Having sat­
isfied himself as to their qualifica­
tions, those persons without cost to 
the State are going to do inspection 
work for the State. 

Now, on the other hand, if you 
seek to put this into the Insurance 
Department, you are going to have 
the problem of training some fire 
insurance men in the art of ele­
vator inspection work I have no 
quarrel with the desirablity of 
training fire insurance men in the 
art of inspecting elevators but I 
cannot believe they will have the 
same qualifications as the men who 
are installing and maintaining these 
same elevators. To me, those are 
the persons best qualified to do the 
job. If you go back to the original 
bill it is the system you will have. 
You will have a fee system whereby 
the elevator owner pays a fee to the 
general funds. The other bill pro­
vides the dollars shall go to the In­
surance Department and not the 
general fund. I beli'eve the Labor 
Department working with licensed 
elevator inspectors is the efficient 
way of doing the job. 

Mr. SPE'AR of Cumberland: Mr. 
President, I didn't know until a 
short time ago about this matter. 
I concur thoroughly with Senator 
Haskell in his explanation and as 
to where this administration should 
be. I think it should be in the 
Labor Department where it belongs 
and I am somewhat suspicious of 
this move as it seems to me it is 
an attempt in the Insurance De­
partment by a person or persons to 
dish out jobs and decide who they 
will dish them out to. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
. before the Senate is on the motion 

of the Senator from Penobscot, 
Senator Haskell, to substitute the 
original bill for the "Ought to pass 
in second new draft" report of the 
committee. 

A viva voce vote being had, the 
motion prevailed, and the bill was 
given its first reading. 

Mr. Haskell presented Senate 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

The Secretary read Senate 
Amendment "A": 

Senate Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1442, L. D. 1054, Bill "An Act Re­
lating to the Construction, Installa­
tion, Repair, Use, Operation and 
Inspection of Elevators, Dumb­
Waiters and Escalators." 
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Amend said Bill by adding at the 
end of that part designated "Sec. 
36-G" thereof the following under­
lined paragraph: 

'General layout plans of each new 
elevator, dumb-waiter, or escalator 
shall be submitted to and approved 
by the supervising inspector before 
the construction of same may be 
started. Fees for examination of 
plans shall be $1 per $1,000 of the 
valuation of quipment, provided, 
however, the minimum fee shall 
be not less than $5 and the maxi­
mum fee shall be not more than 
$25. Fees for annual inspection 
shall be $5. All fees collected under 
the prm,isions of sections 36-A to 
36-1, inclusive, shall be credited to 
the general fund.' 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and under suspension of 
the rules, the hill was given its sec­
ond reading and passed to he en­
grossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concur­
rence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
Emergency Measure 

(Out of Order) 
An Aot .prov~ding Revenue for 

the Hi~hway F1und (H. P. 1735) 
(L. n. 1500) 

Which bill being an emergency 
measure and having received the 
affirmative vote of 27 members of 
the Senate a.nd 3 opposed was 
passed to he enacted. 

On motion by Mr. BiShop of 
S1lJgadahoc, the Senate vOlted to 
take from the table, Bill, An Act 
Rellalting to the Salaries of the 
Officers of the Legisilliture (H. P. 
1723) (L. D. 1451) tabled by that 
Senator on May 2nd pending pas­
sa;ge to be eneoted. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagooanoc: Mr. 
President, I move this bill be re­
committed to the Committee on 
Salaries 'and Flees. I now yield to 
the Sena:tor from Aroostook, Sen­
altor Barnes. 

Mr. BARNES of Aroostook; Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, you will recall a week orr so ago 
we received a resolve to change the ' 
Constitution relaltiveto e~penses 
of membel's of1Jhe legislature. Since 
,that !time several serious objecltions 
have '1lJrisen to rtha;t measure 'and it 
is thought for the purpose of mak­
ing 'a change in the statute rather 
than ,the Oonstiturtion, s'omerthing 
might be worked out under this bill 
and 'thalt is the reason for the 
motion eto reC'ommit it. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate 1s on Ithe mo'tion 
of the Sena;tor from Sagadahoc, 
Senaltor Bishop, Ito recommit the 
bill ,to the Oommilbtee on Salaries 
and Flees. 

The motion prevailed, 'and on 
motion by Mr. Barnes of Aroostook, 
the bill was sent fm1Jhwilth to the 
House. 

On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec, all matters a,C'ted upon in 
the Senalte were sent forthwith to 
'the House. 

On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec 

Recessed until !three o'dock, EST. 
After Recess 

Senate called to order by the 
President. 

From the House, out of order and 
under suspension of the rules: 

Bill "An Act Relating to Increas­
ing the Maximum Payment in Old 
Age Assistance." (S. P. 487) (L. D. 
1355) 

(In Senate on May 7, 1947, passed 
to be engrossed as amended by Sen­
ate Amendments "A", "B" and "C". 

Comes from the House, passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendments "A" and "c" in non­
concurrence. 

In the Senate: 
Mr. HASKELL of Penobscot: Mr. 

President, I move we insist on our 
former action and request a com­
mittee of conference. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I move we recede and 
concur. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senator 
from Penobscot, Senator Williams 
moves the Senate recede from its 
action whereby the bill was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by 
Senate Amendments "A", "B" and 
"C"and concur with the House in 
the passage of the bill to be en­
grossed as amended by Senate 
Amendments "A" and "C". 

Mr. HASKELL of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I arise to oppose the mo­
tion of my colleague, Senator Wil­
liams. Senate Amendment "B" to 
this bill is the 'amendment we de­
bated at some length in the Senate 
several days ago and is the amend­
ment which, I think, says that we 
spent a substantial amount of 
money in investigating recipients in 
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the various categories in the Health 
and Welfare Department and when 
we received the report we found 
they had determined there were 
many relatives of the recipients, 
who, in the opinion of those mak­
ing the report, ought to be sup­
porting those recipients. Based on 
mathematical calculations it was 
thought two to four million dollars 
could be saved. There is either 
truth in that, or there isn't. Ap­
parently there is some sound 
thought that there is truth be­
cause if you will examine your ten­
tative budget submissions of the 
Appropriations Committee you will 
find the appropriations for each 
and everyone of the categories are 
very substantially reduced. Now, 
to justify that reduction you have 
no other choice than to make those 
reductions over in the Health and 
Welfare Department and if you 
don't make them you are going to 
have 5,000 people standing in line 
over there in the next two years. 
The only way you are gOing to 
make those reductions is to find if 
the conclusions in the report are 
correct. Senate Amendment "B" 
seeks to do that. It provides that 
the recipients shall file evidence of 
their financial responsibility and it 
seeks to have their relatives file 
evidence of financial responstbility. 

Now, if it is a good amendment 
to provide that the applicants must 
go through that procedure,-if it is 
sound and right, certainly it is 
reasonable to check the people who 
the committee says are taking dol­
lars from the State without any 
reason. If you are willing to let 
the applications pile up there with­
out that restriction, fine. But so 
long as you seek to prove the recipi­
ents are taking dollars that should 
not be taken, let's be consistent and 
let's insist this year and next year 
we satisfy ourselves that those' re­
Cipients areeligrble. Let's check 
the financial ability of their rela­
tives this year and next year. Let's 
be consistent. Let's not make two 
classes out of the reCipients over 
there, those who got under the wire 
and those who didn't; otherwise 
those who got in under the wire 
are scot free from filing this data, 
and those who come in later must 
come under those stringent regula­
tions. If it is good for those 5000 
who are going to have to stand in 
line the next two years, it is cer­
tainly good for the 15,000 who are 

in. I certainly hope the motion 
does not prevail. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Penobscot: 
Mr. President and Senators, as 
Chairman of the committee who 
believe very strongly that Senate 
Amendment "B" is not necessary, 
I think I might say a few words to 
defend that point. There are three 
amendments added to this particu­
lar bill, as you well know, as my 
fellOw senator from Penobscot and 
I debated this question here. Sen­
ate Amendment "A" took out the 
provision regarding ll!bility to work, 
which the Committee on Welfare 
was willing to go along with. Sen­
ate Amendment "B," as Senator 
Haskell told you, g,ave the same 
standing to recipients of aid as the 
bill ,asks of applicants. Now, it has 
been a policy of the department for 
a long time to make occasional 
changes in applications, and when 
they change the applications they 
do not go back and ask everyone 
who is then receiving aid to make 
out the then present application. 
They go on the one that came in 
in the first place. It is what we are 
asking the department to do today. 

I will admit our committee has 
been investigating this department 
and I think we brought out some 
facts which are the same as Senator 
Haskell has told you, but it is not 
the object of our committee to per­
secute the Health and Welfare De­
partment. It is not the object of 
our committee to place on that de­
partment a tremendous job, a job 
they are not being appropriated 
enough money to carry out, before 
J.anuary 1, 1948. 

Under the present law on the stat­
ute books, if it is sufficiently carried 
out, all recipients should be inves­
tigated and if there are relatives 
who should support them, it will be 
brought out. If the department has 
lived up to this law in the past, they 
have that data at the present time 
in their files. I don't know whether 
it is so or not, but I understand the 
Governor and Council have taken 
steps to see that those who make 
investigations in the department see 
it is brought about. 

The committee was asked by the 
department not to put in this 
amendment because it was to in­
volve a lot of work, I think. I think 
of the 15,000 recipients, regardless 
of the charges made against them, 
we know that thousands and thous­
ands of those recipients have no rel­
atives to help them and have no 
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assets themselves. It would make 
unnecessary work and probably 
would involve a hundred thousand 
statements being filed and it is 
something that under proper ad­
ministration would be covered; and 
this act, in itself, would mean a re­
vision of the applications which 
would sort out some of the facts at 
the time and our investigation shows 
it is easy to file applications without 
any pertinent facts being given as 
to the financial condition of the ap­
plicant, and consequently a lot of 
people are putting in applications 
and taking a chance that they may 
receive old age assistance. With 
those arguments, I hope we may 
recede and concur with the House 
and do away with Senate Amend­
ment "E" .. 

Mr. HASKELL of Penobscot: Mr. 
President, I am not sure we are too 
far apart on this thing. The facts 
have been recited to you time and 
again that we may save some money 
down in that department. Let's 
look at the figures in old age as­
sistance, and it is that category we 
are talking about. The department 
asks $6,335,000 for the biennium. 
The Budget Committee recommend­
ed $5,600,000 for the biennium. The 
disclosures of the Welfare Commit­
tee cut $300,000 from the Budget 
Committee recommendations, cut­
ting them down to $5,300,OOO--but I 
ask this question, where are the 
dollars coming from? I argue in 
making the cut, the Appropriations 
Committee assumed that report was 
,correct and that there were many 
appHcants and many recipients who 
ought to be denied. You cannot cut 
a dime from the applicants. You 
have got to cut from the recipients. 

It amazes me that this same com­
mittee which took pride in finding 
these facts out, say to you now, 
"Let's not try to find out facts. It 
will make work in the Welfare De­
partment. Let's not try to find the 
money they have cut from the de­
partment's request." If the money 
is there and what they say is true, 
let's go and find it SD we will have 
the dollars to give the wDrthy ap­
plicants the sums they are entitled 
to. They say that many worthy ap­
plicants are being denied because of 
the misuse of funds over there in 
the department. The Committee 
now comes and says, "Let's not CDn­
fuse the department by making the 
recipients file statements." It is not 
consistent. It is inconsistent to 
make the new applicants file state-

ments but not require thDse who 
are already in, tD file. 

Mr. DUNBAR 'Of Washin,gton: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I wDnder if you would be will­
ing to beM' with me 'a few minutes 
while 10011 you ,a true story. It 
is the reason I v'Oted for Senate 
Amendment "B" ,the other day, and 
why I'd like tD 'see for a time at 
1east, at least two years, that Sen­
aJOO Amendment "B' 'be complied 
wiJth. 

Down in my county during- the 
last two years a woman from Penn­
sylvania who 'claimed to be the 
niece 'Of the decedent, a worn,an 
f:rom the Itown 'Of 'Steuben, came to 
my 'Office in regard tD taking out 
administrati:on of her sister's ,eslbate, 
and I said, "Did she 1eave any 
estate?" She s,aid, "Yes. When I 
was home fortihe funeral I dis­
covered in her stl'ong box five bank 
books". She had ,them with her. 
Four of the bank books were pay­
able ,to her. 'I1hey were ,all on New 
York banks and one was a joint 
account descending to her husband. 
The decedent, it i:s true, was no't 
receiving 'Old age assistance, but her 
husband was, and up to ,that time 
he had been .the creci:pient of be­
tween 'eight and nine hundred dol­
lars of old age assistance, 'and those 
bank books, Senators. includin,g- the 
joint aecount 'totaled ov,er $30,.::J()(). 

I was 'appointed administrrutor of 
'the estate and I <book the matter 
up with the legal de:pM'tment .of 
Old Age ,Assistance as I believed 
'they ought Ito collect IthaJt money, 
but their position was that they 
eould not collect i,t until, at least, 
the husband had died. I said to 
him, "Where is 'the doctrine 'Of 
fra ud thait has been practiced here 
upon Ithe State of Maine? Why 
don't you go ,to the husband and 
tell him that ,there will be some 
'acltio'il un1ess he authorizes the ad­
ministrator of the estate to pay 
baJck that money?" He did,and I 
received authorization for the money 
,to he paid hack 'and thalt money 
went back to the Department to 
help "Some wOll'thy person that really 
needed assistance. 

It tstrue tt is perhrups one isolated 
()lase, but I don',t know how many 
Ithere r.re there tn the uenartment, 
and I am not bl,aming the depart­
ment or the fie}d worker for making 
that error because 'they were people 
apparently living in very Door cir­
cumstances and must have renre­
Isented to the department or tD the 
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field wor~er 'that they really needed 
assistance. But it is ,a true story 
andtt ihas happened within rthe 
Iast two years and you will find 
the record of 'the case in the Pro­
brute Court for Washing,ton County. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
is on the motion of the Senator 
cfrom Penobscot, Senato'l" Williams, 
that the Senate recede fmm its 
'action whereby Ithe bill was ~assed 
,to be engrossed and 1'urt~er recede 
fram its 'fj)otion whereby Itadoptbed 
Senate Amendment "B", and con­
cur with ,the House in the passage 
of the bill to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate 'Amendment 
"A" and Senate Amendment "C". 

Mr. LEAVITT of Cumberrand: 
Mr. President and membe'l"s of ,the 
Senate I hope we do not recede 
and concur in ,this matter. I think 
Senate AJmendment "B" is a good 
amendment. I talked for it the 
other day ,and I still think it is 
gOJd. The only abjection I have 
heard is that it will add to' the 
administrative cos'ts of ,the Depart­
ment of Health and Welfare. It 
has been ptDinted out here that we 
may save anywhere from one ta 
four millian dallars. I think per­
ihaps four million is 'Optimistic, but 
I thinkperhaDs 'the one million 
dollars is- there. I'd like ta ask 
Senatar Williams if he eould give 
some idea of what the addi'tional 
administrative 'cost would be :to 
carry out the provisians of Senate 
Amendment "B"? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. President 
and Senatars, I believe I was asked 
what the administrative cost would 
be in carrying this aut. The Appra­
priations Committee has glVen the 
Department a certain amaunt af 
maney-my calle ague may have. t):1e 
figures before him far the admmls­
tration af the Department. I be­
lieve the Welfare Committee has 
recammended, if I have the figures 
correct, $1,090,000 far ad~inistratian. 
Of that amount, they WIll na daul?t 
spend all af it. Now, if this law IS 
put into effect, I dan't knaw what 
it will cast to administer it, but if 
these sworn statements have ta be 
taken in and all this has to be dane 
befare January 1, 1948, it will take 
quite a lat of time. I think it could 
be better spent under the presE!nt 
statutes in finding out abaut reCIp­
ients and re-investigating recipients, 
and if their files are anywhere near 
complete today, they might have 
some idea as ta those people. 

r think the statement of Senatar 

Dunbar of his experience is very 
fine and that is what is needed. If 
we had had these applications in 
this form, this wife would have had 
to make out a swarn statement. It 
is exactly what we wished to get at 
fram this particular bill. 

It is just an administrative idea. 
We are nat taa anxious about it. If 
the Senate wants it, all right-if 
they want ta burden the depart­
ment. I want ta call ta your atten­
tian that the Welfare Department 
didn't make up that budget and 
some of the members didn't agree 
with the figures in the budget far 
the caming year. 

Mr. LEAVITT: Mr. President, from 
the remarks af Senatar Williams, it 
wauld seem the cost wauld not be 
increased, but anly the work and 
perhaps instead of writing up two 
reparts, they can use their time in 
finding out what the return will be 
on the qUestiannaires. I think it 
would be a goad idea to have them 
return those questiannaires and find 
haw many are receiving this maney 
that they do not deserve. 

r have had at least three cases 
given ta me which do not parallel 
exactly what Senator Dunbar said, 
but in substance they were the same 
thing, and I knaw at least two law­
yers wha will return money ta the 
department here because they found 
it had been illegally collected. I hape 
Senate Amendment "B" remains on 
the bill. 

Mr. NOYES of Hancock: Mr. 
President, the other day I sup­
ported Senate Amendment "B". I 
think it is a gaod amendment. How­
ever, I am a little bit confused right 
naw as to what I shauld do. I be­
lieve it is a case where a commit­
tee af canference is requested, Sen­
ate Amendment "B" having been 
indefinitely pastpaned in the other 
branch. I am afraid if we insist an 
Senate Amendment "B" we may get 
a conference report "unable to 
agree" and lose the whole bill. I 
think the bill is a good bill and if 
we cannot get the whale loaf let's 
get half a loaf. Therefore, I am 
going to vote with Senator Williams. 

Mr. WELCH of Aroostook: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I just want to state that I was 
opposed to this amendment when it 
was introduced, and I am still op­
posed to it. I feel that the situatian 
can be handled under the present 
laws which we have. As far as the 
original bill goes, I am in favor of 
that, and with Senate Amendment 
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"A". But I believe Senate amend.­
ment "B" is unnecessary. Therefore, 
I hope the motion of Senator Wil­
liams will prevail. 

Mr. ELA of Somerset: Mr. Presi­
d.ent and. members of the Senate 
in regard to the question raised by 
the Senator from Hancock, Senator 
Noyes, I don't think this Senate 
needs to feel that anybody who 
might b.e appointed on a commit­
tee of conference from the Senate 
and who then would represent the 
opinion of the Senate, would 
throw up this bill by failing to 
come out in agreement. I think it 
is a good amendment. I think it 
ought to be on there and the bill, 
I think, is a good bill. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Penobscot, 
Senator Williams, that the Senate 
recede from its action whereby the 
bill was passed to be engrossed and 
further recede from its action 
whereby it adopted Senate Amend­
ment "B", and concur with the 
House in the passage of the bill to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen­
ate Amendment "A" and Senate 
Amendment "C". 

A viva voce vote being had, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Haskell of Penobscot, the Senate 
vo.ted to insist and request a com­
mlttee of conference. The President 
appointed as members of such com­
mittee on the part of the Senate, 
the Senator from Penobscot, Sen­
ator Haskell; the Senator from 
Washington, Senator Dunbar; and 
the Senator for Cumberland, Sen­
ator Leavitt. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Con­
structiqn, Installation, Repair, Use, 
Opera tlOn and Inspection of Ele­
va tors, Dumb-Waiters and Escalat­
ors." CR. P. 1754) (L. D. 1501) 

(In the Senate, on May 8, 1947, 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A" in non­
concurrence.) 

Comes from the House, that body 
having insisted on its former ac­
tion whereby the bill was passed 
to be engrossed, and now asks for 
a Committee of Conference 

In the Senate: . 
On motion by Mr. Haskell of 

Penobscot, the Senate voted to in­
sist and join in a committee of 
conference. The President appoint­
ed as conferees on the part of the 

Senate, the Senator from Penob­
scot, Senator Haskell; the Senator 
from Cumberland, Senator Spear; 
and the Senator from Piscataquis, 
Senator McKusick. 

Senate Committee Reports 
Mr. Morrill from the Committee 

on University of Maine on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Trustees of the Uni­
versity of Maine," (S. P. 466) (L. 
D. 1311) reported that leave be 
granted to withdraw the same. 

Which report was read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Barnes from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees to which was 
recommitted Bill "An Act Relating 
to Automobile Travel by State Em­
ployees," (S. P. 299) (L. D. 794) 
reported the same in a second new 
draft (S. P. 552) (L. D. 1502) under 
the same title, and that it ought 
to pass. 

Which report was read and 
adopted, the bill read once and a 
motion by Mr. Bishop of Sagadahoc, 
tabled pending assignment for sec­
ond reading. 

Orders of the Day 
On motion by Mr. Williams of 

Penobscot, the Senate voted to take 
from the table, Bill, An Act Re­
lating' to Control of Tuberculosis (S. 
P. 59) (L. D. 1437) tabled by that 
Senator on May 7th pending pas­
sage to be enacted; and on further 
motion by the same Senator the 
bill was passed to be enacted. ' 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair has 
in his possession a telegram from 
Honorable William T. Smith which 
he will request the Secretary to 
read. 

The Secretary read the following 
telegram: 

"Thomaston, Maine, May 8, 1947. 
Chester T. Winslow, Secretary of 
the Maine State Senate State 
House, Augusta, Maine. 'To the 
Honorable Senate. Had hoped to 
return to the Senate before ad­
journment but find I shall be un­
able to do so. Therefore I take this 
opportunity to thank you all for 
the much appreciated visits, flowers, 
telephone messages, letters and 
cards during my illness. With kind­
est rel!a~ds and best wishes. Sena­
tor Wlll1am T. Smith." 

Mr. Denny of Lincoln was grant-
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ed unanimous consent to address 
the Senate. 

Mr. DENNY: Mr. President and 
members of the Senate, as there 
have been no bilLs which have come 
as far, at least, as the Senate, hav­
ing to do with the Bangs disease 
program, and as many of the Sen­
ators are not interested in live­
stock and probably have not kept 
in touch with the Bangs disease 
program, and as many of you have 
probably been asked questions 
about it and have heard many wild 
stories, some with foundation and 
some probably without foundation, 
it seemed that before this session 
adjourned it might be well to make 
an effort to bring some of the Sen­
ators up to date on the program. 

I have no doubt you have often 
voted on this Bangs disease pro­
gram in a way that was described 
the other day as .iust holding your 
nose and voting, not knowing ex­
actly what the program was. So I 
think a little explanation might be 
in line. 

First, to review the financial his­
tory of it. Back in 1941 the legisla­
ture authorized a bond issue of 
$450,000 which it was hoped at the 
time and expected at the time 
would be the one and only large 
appropriation necessary for the 
eradication of Bangs disease. How­
ever, in 1945, the last legislative 
session, another $400,000 was appro­
priated. The reason for this was 
during the war the lack of federal 
veterinarians delayed the progress 
of the plan and it was impossible 
to cover the State as was anticipat­
ed originally. This legislative ses­
sion was asked, or rather the Ap­
propriations Committee was asked 
for $40,000 for the first year of the 
biennium and $100,000 for the sec­
ond year. They .granted $40,000 for 
the first year and cut the second 
year to $50,0{)0. So in two years 
th·ere is a total appropriation of 
$90,000. 

Now, if you have referred to the 
Appropriations Committee report 
you will find it calls for $100.000 for 
the first year and $120,000 the sec­
ond year, with a title attached to 
it, "For the Eradication of Bangs 
Disease." Just a littl-e note about 
this: Before we had the Bangs dis­
ease problem, we had the tubercu­
losis problem in cattle which in 
many ways was similar to the 
Bangs disease program and was 
handled in cooperation with the 
federal government, similar to the 

way the Bangs dise,ase program is 
handled. Due to lack of veterinari­
ans during the war, the federal gov­
ernment was unable to send them 
to the State to do the necessary 
testing. 

Up to 1941 most of the herds were 
tested at least once in three years 
and tuberculosis was IDept under 
control and something like 12 head 
in the State was the total number 
of reactors found, requiring very 
little money for indemnity, which 
came out of the money appropriated 
for the program called "Eradica­
tion of Bangs disease." However, 
because of lack of facilities to check 
the herds during the war, it was 
found tuberculosis was getting a 
start again and instead of an aver­
age of something less than 12 cases 
in a year up until the present mo­
ment in 1947, 100 cases or more 
have already been found. This is 
gOing to require, of course, con­
siderable more money, so the Ap­
propriations Committee was asked 
for $60,000 for the first year of the 
biennium and $60.000 for the second 
year for indemnity on tubercular 
cattle. It is the reason you will 
note in the report that the amount 
has been increased from $40,000. the 
first year to $60,OOO,and from $60,-
000 to $120,000 the second year. 

Now, to go back to Bangs disease 
again, hack in 1940 before the pro­
gram was inaugurated a commit­
tee got together, a group of men, 
mostly livestock breeders in the 
State, representing each of the well 
known breeds in the State ·and in­
cluded on the committee were rep­
resentatives from the Department 
of Agriculture and from the Uni­
versity of Maine and from the Ex­
periment Station, from farms. live­
stock farms in general, who did not 
have pure herds, and also several 
representatives from the state Vet­
erinarians' Association. These peo­
ple got together to try to deter­
mine some way to control Bangs 
disease in cattle in the State. As 
result of this committee getting to­
gether, the program which we have, 
almost in its entirety, was proposed 
to the legislature and has been fol­
lowed since then. Briefly. it is a 
program of testing and slaughter­
ing. It means testing of herds and 
sl[l;ughtering infected animals, and 
there was also a provision in there 
for those who wanted to vaccinate 
calves. It was believed it was a 
program of interest and value to 
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the State, the livestock breeders 
and consumers, of milk. 

There wa.s set up three classifica­
tions of herds. The first classifica­
tion was where a herd was tested 
and infected animals were taken out 
and slaughtered, leaving a clean 
herd, not vaccinated. The second 
classification or HB" herd is one in 
which calves four to eight months 
of age were vaccinated in the hope 
they would be immune from disease 
and the herd could be continued 
a.s a clean, vaccinated herd. The 
third classification is classification 
"C" which wa.s used and is used 
in other States for herds in which 
the State and the veterinarians 
found a large percentage of recur­
ring animals in such proportion it 
would probably bankrupt the farm­
er or put him out of business if the 
animals were slaughtered. In that 
case a provision is made for the 
farmer to keep the herd. The State 
would not pay indemnity on recur­
ring cattle. The cattle in that 
herd would be quarantined and 
could be sold only for slaughter. 
In that way it wa.s hoped to con­
trol it. There are many herds in 
the State in that classification. It 
is believed all those herds are 
harmless in spreading disea.se. 

Another feature of the plan I 
should have mentioned before was 
that instead of doing what was 
called "spot testing" as wa.s (!ar­
ried on before in the program, 
testing here and there all over the 
State, the State was divided into 
areas where entire counties were 
taken and every cow on every farm 
on every road was tested, and then 
they would move on, and the gen­
eral plan was to go back and re­
test between 60 and 9{) days ,and go 
on to another county and clean it 
up and come down the State, with 
the hope of cleaning up the entire 
State. 

Lack of funds was, of course, a 
serious difficulty. The plan in co­
operation with the U. S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture provided that 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture would supply the veteri­
narians needed for testing. The de­
partment would supply the labora­
tory and some of the facilities and 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture would supply the tech­
nicians. The State would participate 
fifty-fifty with the federal govern­
ment in indemnities paid for losses 
to reactors. There were times during 

the war when instead of having sev­
en, eight or nine federal veterina­
rians in the State it got down, I be­
lieve, as low as one veterinarian, so 
you could see that progress was 
pretty slow and a good many herds 
were not retested when they should 
be. As a matter of fact, it was only 
possible to go back and test again 
and retest the reacting herds rather 
than all the herds. 

Another reason it is hard to get 
veterinarians is because it is a diffi­
cult and rather nasty job to do this 
testing. To those of you who have 
never seen it done, it is necessary 
for the farmer or someone on the 
farm-very often requiring two men 
-one man to hold the animal's head 
and the veterinarian gets under the 
neck of the cow and he has a test 
tube in which there is a cork and 
inserted in the cork is a large hy­
podermic needle. The veterinarian 
pushes up under the neck of the 
cow and enlarges the jugular vein 
and jabs the needle into the jugu­
lar vein and collects blood. The test 
tube is cooled and sent to the labo­
ratory here in Augusta for testing. 

One point may have given rise 
to some wild stories you have heard 
-you may have heard the test is 
not accurate and some animals have 
not feacted, but they had the dis­
ease and didn't show reaction to 
the disease. I can tell you very 
frankly because it is on good auth­
ority, and recogniz,ed authority, that 
if an animal has Bangs disease his 
or her blood will react to the test. 
However, one cause for some of 
these stories is that it is still a 
question of how long it takes after 
exposure for an animal to become 
contaminated enough with the dis­
ease to show blood reaction. It 
might be three or four days or might 
be three or four months. So there is 
a possibility of leaving an animal 
in the herd that is a reactor. 

Undulant fever is a disease human 
beings get from using milk from 
cattle which have Bangs disease. 
There are currently between thirty 
and forty cases of undulant fever 
recorded in the Health Department 
of this State. This, however, is very 
low because although doctors are 
supposedly required to report cases 
of undulant fever they admittedly 
do not. I know of two cases of undu­
lant fever near where I live which 
have never been reported at any 
time to the State department. Un­
dulant fever is a serious disease. I 
doubt if anyone in this room doesn't 
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know of someone who has had it 
and been pretty badly inflicted with 
it. On good authority we are told 
that the four most serious diseases 
in human beings are gonorrhea, 
syphilis, tuberculosis and undulant 
fever, and it is because of that that 
State and federal appropriations are 
justified for eradication of this dis­
ease. It is certainly a public health 
program. 

Other stories you might hear is 
that the farmer is getting some­
thing out of this. I can assure you 
in the average case-there may be 
irregularities and some cases may 
be exaggerated-but the farmer 
cannot possibly with the indemnity 
and salvage he gets from an ani­
mal, replace the animal. It is es­
timated it is about one third the cost 
of the animal. 

Just to give you an idea of rtJhe 
magnHudeof ,the job-there are 
1:l8,O(}() CCIWS in the Sta,te of Maine. 
Now in the year 1941 if all the 
128,000 cows could have been tested 
at one time 'it would have been 
fine but it took two or 'three years 
to get ,all the cows tested and you 
perhaps realize 'the 128,000 cows in 
1941 are not the same 128,000 cows 
we have on our farms rut the present 
,time. There is 'a tremendous turn­
over and the cows aTe now 90 
percent diffel'ent cattle. 

The Department of Animal In­
dustry have records at the present 
time, up to date, of 37,000 herds 
with each 'animal thwt has been 
tested in each of the herds and 
can oheck ,those animals. A herd, 
of course consi,sts of from one cow 
to three or four hundred. There 
are sometimes four or five thousand 
samples 'sent to the laboratory every 
week. 

There have been some leaks in 
the program. There is no question 
about it. One of the worst is the 
practice of unscrupulous eattle delal­
ers-and when I say unscrupulous 
cattle dealers I think you must re­
member the older cattle dealers of 
today are the horse traders of yes­
terday. I think they have a pretJty 
good reputation. There are many 
of them who are just as straight 
a:s 'anY 'Other type of business man 
but there are still many tricky, 
unscrupulous 'cattle dea1ers who 
have Bangs disease cattle and 
spread it over Ithe State. There is 
hardly a day but what letters come 
Ito the Department, complaining 
that some farmer has taken a cow 
from some dealer and the dealer 

has said it is clean, and then find­
ing when tested that it reaclts-tlhe 
damage is done and it is too late. 
Speaking of being too late, it is 
something like the story of the 
bee who was gathering honey from 
a clover blossom. A cow was graz­
ing nearby and 'chewed off the 
clover blossom and it made the bee 
pmtty ma,d and 'On t·he way Ito the 
cow's stomach ,he decided he would 
sting the C'ow, but it was warm and 
comfmtablethere so the bee went 
to sleep---<took a little doze. When 
he woke up the 'Claw had gone. 

Farmers aren't all sympathetic, of 
COUl'se, ,to this test. There ar,e a 
good many objections to it just as 
there were to the tuberculosis tests. 
In many cases .farmers drove the 
veterinarians from their farms when 
they came to test for tubecrculosis, 
so we get some wild stories on that 
score ,too. 

I think 'the prDof of success or 
failure Df this program t'oday is the 
fad we have nine counties tDday 
in which there is less than one 
percent reaators in 't,hose counties 
in less than five percent of the 
herds, and when 'this DIan was 
stal'ted some of the countIes in the 
State showed reaetions of over seven 
percent. 

The work is being carried 'On now. 
There are more veterinarians in the 
stalte. I helieve Ithere ,are five a,t 
the present time land every indica­
tion that 'a good many can be kept 
in the service Df the sta'te. 

The point I want to bring out 
more than anything is 'thrut tills 
program in which we have prac­
tically one million dollars invested 
should not be stopped and inter­
fered with anv more than is a;b­
solutely necessary. I Ithink 'the best 
argument in support of that is the 
experience we a,re Ihaving t'Oday in 
the lack Df systematk or continuous 
testing for tuberculosis when in the 
past several years we had an av­
erage of twelve reactors or less and 
so 'far in four months this year 
we have over a hundred. Probably 
it is due to lack of systematic test­
ing. I know it is going to be 
impossible for anyone to. say when 
the livestock industry of the De­
partment of Agriculturre of the 
Stalte is going to stop asking for 
money for the eradication of Bangs 
drsease. We cannot stan wi'th thrut 
and cannot stop with 'the tubercu­
losistesting. 

That, I Ithink, covers and brings 
up to d9Jte the Bangs disease pro­
gram pretty well. In clDsing, I want 
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to say in ,the words of Theodore 
Rooseve1t, Calvin Coolidge, Harry 
Truman 'and Robert Cleaves, "You'll 
never miss the milk till the cow 
goes dry." 

On motion by Mr. Barnes of 
Aroostook 

Recessed until seven-1bhirrty o'­
clock, Eastern Standard Time. 

After Recess 
The Senate was caned to order 

by the President. 

From the House 
(Out of Order) 

The Oommibtee of Oonference 
on the disagreeing action of the 
two branches of the legislature on 
bill, An Act Relating to Tax on Cig­
arettes (H. P. 635) (L. D. 415) re­
ported that the Senate recede from 
its action whereby it passed the bill 
to be engrossed and further recede 
frDm its !!IctiDn whereby it adopted 
Senate Amendments A and B to 
House Amendment A and CDncur 
with the House in the adDptiDn of 
House . Amendment A to' House 
Amendment A and the passage Df 
the bill to be engrossed. 

Which report was read and adopt­
ed in concurrence. 

From the House 
(Out of Order) 

Bill, An Act Relating to' Width of 
Trucks Hauling Forest Products (S. 
P. 551) (L. D. 1499) 

(In the Senate previDusly passed 
to be engrDssed.) 

Now comes frDm the House, hav­
ing been passed to be engrossed as 
amended by HDuse Amendment B 
in nDn-concurrence. 

In the Senate, on mDtiDn by Mr. 
CrDsby of Franklin, the Senate vDt­
ed to' recede frDm its former actiDn 
whereby the bill was passed to be 
engrossed, House Amendment B was 
read and adopted in concurrence 
and the bill as so amended was 
passed to be engrossed in CDncur­
rence. 

Mr. BARNES of AroDstoDk: Mr. 
President, I arise to make inquiry 
as to the actiDn which I think the 
'Senate just tDDk. We are at some 
disadvantage in not having calen­
dars. Did we adDpt the cDnference 
cDmmittee repDrt on Legislative Doc­
ument 1498, An Act Relating to' a 
Tax Dn Cigarettes? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
will state the Senate adDpted the 
conference cDmmittee repDrt Dn L. 
D. 415, An Act Relating to' Tax on 
Cigarettes. The Ohair will state for 
the infDrmatiDn Df the Senator that 
the Chair understands that 1498 is 
now in SUbstance in the form Df an 
amendment to' L. D. 415. 

On mDtiDn by Mr. Barnes of 
ArDostDok, the Senate voted to' re­
cDnsider its action whereby it adopt­
ed the cDnference committee repDrt 
on Legislative Document 415. 

Mr. HASKELL Df PenDbscDt: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, I express my apDlogies for not 
recDgnizing that bill when it ap­
peared. I suppDrt the motion of the 
SenatDr frDm AroostoDk, Senator 
Barnes, because I am thDroughly 
convinced of the inadequacy Df the 
cigarette tax to solve the problem 
faced by this legislature. You have 
in your books Legislative Document 
1475 which is the preliminary ap­
propriation bill. That bill, I submit 
to you, is cut to the bone-the basic 
appropriations with which the State 
is operating. You have taken from 
many departments dollars set up on 
'a budget that ,cuts seven million 
dollars from the requests of those 
departments, and even with the dol­
lars you have in that budget you 
are still two million dollars short of 
the dollars necessary to run the 
basic services of this state. YDU 
are two million dollars short because 
they are omitted and correctly omit­
ted from the document. 

You have estimated income of a 
million dollars more than the basic 
bill provides for but in this Senate 
you have had evidence from the 
Committee on Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs that income from 
liquor revenue is overstated by at 
least a million dollars, so on that 
bill alone the general fund is $2,-
000,000 short. NOW, what have we 
got beyond that? Assume for a mo­
ment that you are willing to accept 
the SUbstantial cuts that have had 
to be made by the Committee on 
Appropriations; assume you are 
willing to make appropriations 
which will form a line of 5,000 in 
the Health and Welfare Depart­
ment; assume we are proud of it 
and willing to do that - what else 
do we face? Piled up on the Senate 
table are $10,000,000 worth of ap­
propriation bills. Some of them are 
going to be sluiced and probably 
should be sluiced, but many are 
sound appropriation measures the 
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people of the state want. Who has 
the courage to stand up and cut the 
teachers' bill? If you pass it, it is 
$3,000,000. Added to the basic defi­
ciency, it is $5,000,000. Who has the 
courage to say we want to cut down 
the appropriation at Brunswick? 
Who wants to cut Orono? It is an­
other million dollars. Who wants 
to leave the legislature without ap­
propriating $900,000 to take care of 
the contingency fund? The surplus 
is nearly gone and you need an 
appropriatian. Who is gaing to' 
leave the legislature without ap­
propriating the maney, $400,000 the 
Recess Cammittee tells us it de­
cided was a fair and equitable basis 
far our state pensian plan. Assume 
you cut aut all of them - yau need 
$90,000 to' run this legislature - cut 
out University af Maine Building 
program, cut aut A. D. O. - cut 
them all and yau are still $7,000,000 
behind. 

Here in this legislature tanight 
we vate far a twa cent Cigarette 
tax, thinking we are daing the 
thing the peaple sent us here to dO', 
and solving the problems af the 
State. I am willing to' vate for a 
tax on cigarettes and cigars and 
tabacca, but when you vote for it 
dan't think far one moment you are 

. salving the financial affairs of this 
state or this legislature. If it is all 
you are .going to' pass, you might as 
well gO' aut of here and come back 
in special sessian and pass a basic 
tax measure to' take care of the 
financial needs af the state. 

Yau can add up thase bills twa 
ar three times and you will still be 
lacking the dollars to run this 
state. The two cent cigarette tax is 
nat the answer. If we should pass 
this back to' the Hause where these 
revenue measures should praperly 
originate, fine; but in passing it 
back I think the Senate shauld 
understand it isn't salving the 
problems af the state af Maine. I 
certainly hope the matian to recan­
sider prevails. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state that the Senate has recansid­
ered its vate whereby it adopted 
the repart af the Canference com­
mittee. The questian befare the 
Senate is on the adaptian of the 
Conference Cammittee repart. 

Mr. LEAVITT of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, I ask far a divisian. 

Mr. CROSS of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, I do not intend to' argue 
the merits af this cigarette tax 
because I dan't think there are taO' 

many things to say about it except 
it daes praduce same new revenue. 
Only a short few hours ago Sen­
atar Haskell in canjunctian with 
myself spoke to' keep the tax alive 
and send it back to the house of its 
arigin far further action. I will say 
that even if this solves anly part 
af aur problem we should keep this 
tax alive by acceptance of this con­
ference cammittee report, and send 
it back to' the Hause for what ac­
tian they see fit to take. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahac: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen­
ate, we have heard a vast list of 
figures and I dan't question the 
exactness af anyone of them. If 
we pass this, as has been suggested, 
there will still be $7,000,000 needed. 
In a statement in this Senate yes­
terday morning it was stated that 
if we passed a major tax bill we 
would still be $2,000,000 short. This 
bill will pravide that revenue and 
just because we cannat have every­
thing we want, we say we don't 
want anything. That isn't reason­
able or gaad judgment. We all grow 
fram infancy. This biU has same 
merit - perhaps nat all it ought to' 
have. My original idea was that 
it wauI.d be a stap-gap and bridge 
over and take care of same of the 
majar prablems that face us, and 
I think one af the major problems 
is minimum salaries far teachers. 
Without recagnizing that, and if 
we get pig-headed and kill all these 
bills if we cannat have everything 
we want, we will be back where 
we startedfram. The future suc­
cess and prasperity af the State de­
pends upan our yauth. The pros­
perity af aur State and cammunity 
depends an haw well we train the 
youngsters to' take the place we have 
sa badly jumbled aver the years. 

I believe this bill has merit. I 
believe we ought to accept this can­
ference cammittee repart and let it 
gO' back to' the House to' be dis­
cussed an the merits and demerits. 
If we need mare we are still in a 
position to' enact mare. I don't 
think we ought to' get in a panic 
because when you do that you ac­
camplish nO' thing. I believe we 
aught to' adopt this report. It is a 
start and ance we see the thing 
growing, the folks who are opposed 
to' something else may begin to' 
change their thinking a little bit 
and may wish to campromise a little 
bit, and if we keep our heads then 
I think this legislature can adjourn 
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with what we need, and with a good 
record. Let's not be pigheaded. 

Mr. BARNES: Mr. President and 
members of the Senate, I quite 
agree with the sentiments expressed 
by the Senator from Kennebec, 
Senator Cross, and if necessary to 
keep this bill, which I believe is 
totally inadequate, alive, I shall 
vote for it, but I hope it won't get 
a majority of more than one. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state for the information of the 
Senate that the question before the 
Senate is one of concurrence or 
non-concurrence with the House, 
the House having originally passed 
this bill to be engrossed as amend­
ed by House Amendment "A." The 
Senate at a later date passed it to 
be engrossed as amended by House 
Amendment "A" and by Senate 
Amendments "A" and "B" thereto: 
following which a committee of 
conference was suggested and .ioined 
in by the House. The conference 
committee now reports that the 

senate recede from its action where­
by it passed the bill to be engrossed 
and further recede from its action 
whereby it adopted Senate Amend­
ments "A" and "B" to House 
Amendment "A" and concur with 
the House in the adoption of House 
Amendment "A" to House Amend­
ment "A" and the passage of the 
bill to be engrossed as amended. 
The Chair will further state that 
adoption of the conference commit­
tee report simply pla·ces the two 
branches in agreement as to the 
form of the bill but does not pass 
the bill. The question before the 
Senate is adoption of the confer­
ence committee report. 

A viva voce vote being had, the 
conference committee report was 
adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Cross of Ken­
nebec 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn­
ing at ten o'clock, Daylight Saving 
Time. 




