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HOUSE 

Thursday, May 8, 1947. 
The House met according to ad­

journment, and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Charles T. 
Brown of Bucksport. 

Journal of yesterday read and 
approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Senate: The following 

Comm unica tion : 
STATE OF MAINE 

SENATE CHAMBER 
May 7, 1947. 

Honorable Harvey R. Pease 
Clerk of the House 
93rd Legislature 
Sir: 

Pursuant to Joint Rule No.8, 
this is to inform you that the Sen­
ate today adopted the "Ought not 
to pass" report of the Committee 
on Temperance, on Bill "An Act to 
Prohibit Music, Dancing or Enter­
tainment on Certain Premises Li­
censed for the Sale of Liquor," 
which, on March 12th was passed 
to be engrossed as amended by 
House Amendment "A", in the 
House. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) 

Chester T. Winslow 
Secretary. 

The Communication was read and 
ordered placed on file. 

First Reading of Printed Resolves 
Resolve in favor of Anson Acad­

emy (E. P. 1055) (L. D. 1503) 
Resolve in favor of E. E. Webber, 

of Rockland (H. P. 1271) (L. D. 
1504) 

Resolves were read twice under 
suspension of the rules, passed to 
be engrossed and sent to the Sen­
ate. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
Tabled 

Bill "An Act relating to Width of 
Trucks Hauling Forest Products" 
(S. P. 551) (L. D. 1499) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third reading, and 
read the third time. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
mzes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Cole. 

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, I don't 
wish to change this bill in any way 
but I have been advised by the Re­
visor of Statute's office that there 
is a mechanical difficulty with the 
chapter and section numbers of this 
bill, therefore I ask that this bill 
be laid on the table until later in 
today's session, so that can be cor­
rected. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Cole, moves that 
this bill be laid on the table pend­
ing passage to be engrossed. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(Cont'dl 

Bill "An Act relating to the Con­
struction, Installation, Repair, Use, 
Operation and Inspection of Eleva­
tors, Dumb-Waiters and Escalators" 
(E. P. 1754) (L. D. 1501) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Bill on Its Passage to Be Enacted 
An Act Providing Revenue for the 

Highway Fund (E. P. 1753) (L. D. 
1500) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Machias, 
Mr. Hayward. 

Mr. HAYWARD: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I under­
stand that there is a little misun­
derstanding as to what this bill 
really calls for. It calls for a 
straight two per cent tax; there is 
no kick-back. I have been informed 
that some misunderstood that, yes­
terday, and thought there was a 
kick-back in this bill; there is not. 
But, when the vote is taken on this, 
I request a yea and nay vote. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Rockland, 
Mr. Sleeper. 

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I have been 
accused of many things because I 
oppcsed certain types of taxes. I 
have been called everything from a 
renegade way down to a Democrat. 
(Laughter) Cleveland Sleeper was 
a Democrat; Cleveland Sleeper, Jr. 
is registered as a Republican and 
intends to r.:,main one. I do not 
want you to think, however, and I 
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wish to thank everYOlle in this 
House for the help and the encour­
aaement thev have given me in the 
seyeral new things that I have tried 
to do. I have really been sincere 
in everything I have ever said. 
EVerv bnl that I have had anythmg 
to do with would bring ill money 
and not cost money and that is 
I"ore tl13n a lot of members can say. 
I am still very much opposed to 
the increase in the Ga~ ~a;: for many 
and varied reasons and I shaH not 
vote for it. 

My reasons are these: Of course, 
I ~,till insist Glat this is not the time 
to embark on a great highway pro­
fTr.m ilWolYing a f'n;:ncial olitlay 
cesting tVilce as much now as It 
will in, perhaps two ye8Ts when em­
plcyment will }Je much mo~e ~le311'­
able after the reCeSSlOll sees m. I 
have been accused, as I say, 01 being 
r.n obstructionist, I have heard men 
say, and they have used my name, 
and they saId: "You have got to 
come along, Cleve Sleeper, on these 
b:lls." I came along, yesterdr.y, on 
an jnccm8 tax. That s,~me man who 
said: "You hJ,ve got to come along," 
voted No! And I hi: ve heard other 
individuals say: "We will put this 
tax EP Lo the people,"' but I notice 
that man kiUed the bill. Perhaps 
I am entitled to hang to my jEdg­
m~nt a little bit. I have yielded on 
several questions but I notice that 
when I yield that the people who 
wanteri me to yield have gone the 
other way. 

I feel that I have a right, as a 
H.epr€sentative here, to vote the 
wc,,, I want to as long as my vote is 
j115tifled and I feG! ~,hat my vote is 
justified. I am nOl voting these 
t~ir:[s to cbstl'uct uny program; I 
am 110t voting to break up the Re­
pubJ.ir:an Party, in fact, I am vot­
Ly to try to save it. 

N"w, the reason that I am not 
~~cjn~' to vat,? for this gas t,5.X is 
i'l1:lt

U

I feel th:lt they have plenty Of 
m0112Y new. VTe h~ve [l, statem2nL 
here, . JVL' .. reh 31st, 1::>l7. that the 
total b? lrmee in the Highway De·, 
l~art:nellt now is $7,041.701.02. I 
understRnd, snd 3.dmit. that about 
four to nv,e mfllion dollars of this 
is ear-Marked for highway con­
strucCon. Now, I do not See why, 
if it is necessary, that they could 
net llse scme of that money for 
matcllir.g funds. They have still 
got two million dollars of this bal­
ance left to match funds fOr these 
federal appropriations, Th~re is 
always R string to Federal appro-

priations, federal grants, rather. 
That is our money, do not forget 
that. We send down $1.30 for every 
dollar they send us. I noted in the 
pap::r the other day, the gas tax 
jumped twentY-llv'G per cent over 
last year, so that means that we 
will have an additional millicn dol­
lars of r:as tax money. with the 
existing gas tax. That is th:'ee D.lil­
liem dellars. We also notice that 
L1,2 registratio:, fees haye l',eached 
:em all time h:gh, which wEl amount 
to "bom h:tlf a million dollars Dare, 
that is $3,UOO.CO{). 

Yours t:ul~,. introduced a bill here, 
about three weeks ago, which slid 
by :::.nd nobody noticed it, relating 
to :l ;;9[oline t8x, which taxes out­
of··State trucks for the milea?e they 
::,s': t1 ~.f::tine, !ind that would bring 
to the Eighway fund an "dditioaal 
8:200,000 or 030.0,0-00. So I wcu~d s:::v 
the Highway Department llOW h8." 
:;ot three and three-quarto'" mil­
Eon dollars to match these feds:';]l 
gra'l.ts, which I don't like. Tiley 
llaye go~ that money, so why "ive 
:,;12", mor!'? They do not Eeed it, 
and here is the reason we should 
n ;:;i, g ~.'v f:' theIn any TIl01'E, : E 'ier~; 
tilD2 I have spoken h·ere. OEe of lny 
~:cod friends, IvI::'. IvlcCl~H'2 from 
B~!l1, h'~s spokEn of this handful 
2£ v<~tr::rans who had this gas mcc:­
ing aad \vent on record in favor of 
a f:a:; Lx, I would now rea,: an 
sdito:ial f:'em the Bath T2mes. The 
~0:1~.C;,t 01 it so matches ,"hat I 
i':::d[y fcel. that I want to read it. 
I don·t want you to think tl18.t I 
'.vrr:~G thJ5 cditoriul myself, because 
I Girl not. There it is right there. 
The LUe of it is "Pockets and Hi:;h-

"Mo~'e often than not, agit8tion 
for hi~,her r.Jad taxes is a deYice 
fo~~ pa1,-ing pJckets as \vell 3S high­
wayS. Th2s has been evident in 
~s1;er81 states during th2 current 
lc:-,.;,slative s'cssions where e::rtain 
inLe] ests ~bnd to Rcquire lucrativo 
fl,lalld,,; gains through limitless 
hiS'rl\va~' sper.ding, and they have 
h':2,1 8, l;usy as the proverbial bee, 
in nutting these bills through. 

"In th2 45 legislatures which have 
cOl1vened in re2(ular sC8s:on this 
ye:;:' s::me 57 bills have b2en intro­
duced that would impose UDon ths 
naticn's hi3hwa:i users an addi­
tional tax burden through increas­
ing scak levies on motor fuel. With 
but few exceptions, the proposed 
legislation has been ostensibly d·e­
signed to furnish additional mil-
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lions of cloEars for alleged high~\vay 
inll)~'·ovcn1£nl3. 

, True, 1l};1ny requests for road 
con~;,tlT:ctio:l and impl'OYCrnent are 
IneC.L:L~tcd all sincer'2 raoth'es and 
~)wulc; be gn:!1tcd with the least 
lL/~,:;:Ol[, (~(lay." 

Tlld i:; the reason I let them have 
the tllre~ ,:,;:d a halI million that 
is ~dl'2~\6"y ~-l ,,~~~~lQhle. 

W2T during which 
renair:; were let to 
n~l'[ural that thel'8 

of ~hc country's 
w llich money 

spent. But, p~l-· 
estc,blislled and 

eV8r'\~ state has 
to n1t~et the.se and oih­

e~' 1 C::n1L: ;':;H~enU-~J lhe;'c 3.1'~ tl10i32 
ydll) \\;,J~Jd c.cipitaE~8 011 this ;:;iGua-
t 1 {U;: iY ... E-ejy S(-·:.;1311 l'easo~}~,. 

"<Jut of tile legllullatc requests f01: 
a -,~_d InlprJVCL1€nts 11:-~S gTOW'~.l 

J.lno~;lts to t.hIs d:.l;{S Ino3t 
.: t-l lOUS l;,~: :':;d..t to the future cf nlO­

III the deft 
of 

Ule de~ ::;'8 G~- the citizc.:nry for ade­
cHJ.ate l'o;=tcb is HICtg;nitlcd and L\vist2d 
i!lL0 a ll[l,ClO:l-\vidc clanior fo:, end­
k'o~ ribbons of concrete through 
ever\, l"o.{l!:l and pastul"e - l'egal'd­
lc:s ~oi eo~")t so buhva.:·:{cd, the road 
cnlhv"jast3 tell LS that we can't 
ha \"8 TIl 01' 8 l'oads unless IYl.ore reve­
l:UC:S are !'aiscd frOl:;:'l lnotorist tax­
p':iyCTS. \VhEn qucstio.:led, they reply 
glii:ly thot this is 'exactly what the 
}::ecple \\'.J.l1t'. 

"Nothing could be further from 
the truth, Vl1mt the pecple WU!lt is 
more l\Jalh for their money, not 
lllore nJoncy for roads. 

"\l\Tith two or three times more 
mo!wy available for roads than in 
prewar yeors the demand for more 
roar), mODcy is at odds with the 
swing towards reduced prices, Presi­
dent Tnllnan has asked for an ovel'­
all reduction in prices and through­
out the n:H;on civic groups, busi­
llc~'se." and indivduals are setting 
plans in motion to accomplish this 
objective, 

"What the advocates of higher 
read taxes for higher priced roads 
do along this line will be interesting 
to watch, The motorist-taxpayers 
will be justifiably interested for 
they are the chief targets, They 
have paid a staggering bill. Now 
they want roads and not money." 
And that is exactly the way I feel, 
Mr, Speaker, and when this vote is 
taken, I will vote "no", 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
11ize~ the gentleman from Bath, Mr. 
r~IcClure. 

Mr. M,;CLURE: IvIr, Speaker, I 
1,\',Ju'd lil~e to answer my colleague, 
if .:: !!lay, my good friend, Mr, Sleep­
('1', of Hcckland. He iEfers that I 
l' ,d ~'ead fl'C1;l1 the Bath Times an 
;~:""lLjc-' ~:bJ_tlng ~,he stanel taken at a 

,.) rneeting of veterans ill favor 
~"!:as f:ax, I slJoke about a mass 
~ c,f v2tcriin", \\"11:oh means 

OX";, The editorial my col­
L:~q~u~: just rcad is only the opinion 

n'1(l 11, the ec~itorL;.l \\Tiler for 
Dail::' Time~, a man I high­

C)'l-1 p'ar\~ n-l·~J I "1'5 but I 
, "' h2r;1" 'hv;~e:'1 have 

c'ri"i""n o c,nr! listen"'d 
~~\~l;"i~i{Vhe (Ea~s not hid 
to do, and I think I 

pcsj'cion to vote O!l 
is, alld r belic\,'e, gen­
\ye do ne(,d this, 

!'if; Lll n:;cciving this dollar 
~;ncl~, the nolla!: thirty cents \ve 
, t,';':; the Fec1enll Government, I 
h::-t \'e SPCllt d, gl'e2~t cieal of time in 
tl1~; ,:.:soulh: '.vell) the South, \ve know, 
1- ,~s been v'erv I)crnocl'atic in all elec­
tiGi1', r,nd if VOll C"Ji,;ld see what the 
Yc;,ierai GDI't;inment tor the $1.30 we 
het ~/c ::';P211t and received nothing for 
In~ done down there. I would show 
HJU where most of it has gone, I 
;1] ink it is better to spend $1.30 and 
r;CI a dollar back than to receive 
HD~hing, Gentlemen, I would love to 
:'2e this tax put through be·cause I 
tlJink it is Ll the best interests of 
e\'e~",- ZiutomClbile 0\\'l12r in the state 
uf ~'vICline, 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec­
ognizes tl1e gentlenun from Presque 
I~leJ IVlr. Bl'ev.rer. 

Mr. BREWER: Ml', Speaker, Mr, 
Sleeper has told you that at a cer­
tain p0l'iod, thel'e was a surplus of 
ten million dollars in the hishway 
fund, and he suspected some of 
that would be ear-marked, I rise 
to tell you tha t it certainly is ear­
marked and there is no surplus, 

I had hoped l\rI1', Hayward, a 
member of your Ways and Bridges 
Committee, would submit some fig­
ures to vou at this time, I do want 
to say that there are two commit­
tees that I pay tribute to, that have 
had, to my way of thinking, much 
more of a problem than your Ap­
propriations Committee which I 
happen to sit 0;1, One is your Tax­
ation Committee, but I believe that 
your Ways and Bridges Committee 
has had much more of a headad1e 
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than any of the other two or any 
of the other committees. 

Now, I will read some figures pre­
sented to me by the Senate Chair­
man of Ways and Bridges, the fixed 
costs that you have in your high­
way program. The first thing that 
comes is your interest on your bond 
and your bond retirement whether 
anything else is paid or not. On 
your bond interest, that runs to 
$429,868; and your bond retirement, 
$1,729,000; your State Highway 
Commission general administra­
tion, $208,500; Highway Planning, 
$16,000; maintenance of bridges, 
$300,000; maintenance and better­
ment of State aid roads, they opti­
mistically raised this to $6,598,494; 
removal 'of snow from highways, $1, 
700,000; and the construction . of 
bridges under the general bridge 
act is $750,000. Now, on roads on 
North Haven, Vinalhaven, Swan's 
Island Isle au Haut, and Cranber­
ry Island according to Chapter 99, 
Private and Special Laws of 1937 
and Chapter 87, Private and Spec­
ial laws of 1939, $4,000; compensa­
tion for injuries under terms of the 
Workmen's Compensation Act, $50, 
000. Now under your State Police 
general administration is $523,426, 
State Police headquarters mainte­
nance, $7,195; motor vehicle regis­
tration maintenance is $9,700; Sec­
retary of State Motor Vehi~le pi­
vision for expense of reg1stermg 
motor vehicles and licensing driv­
ers thereof is $246,390. Contribu­
tions and transfers to other funds, 
Bureau of Taxation, for adminis­
tration for gasoline and used fuel 
tax, $21,877. Your .g.eneral fund 
for accounting, aud1tmg, purchas­
ing and legal services rendered to 
the' State Highway Commission, 
$53,526. The special revenue funds 
for auditing services rend~re.d ~o 
the State Highway Comm1ss1on 1S 
$3500' Trust and agency fund for 
Employees' Retirement System is 
$105,524. Now that with some State 
aid construction, first class con­
struction and town road improve­
ment fund, special resolve, comes to 
about fourteen million dollars. 

Now. I will say to you that. if you 
are willing to go along on th1S par­
ticular bill, your anticipated r~­
ceipts from your present gas tax 1S 
$7,500,{)00, and your revenue from 
reaistration and sa forth is $5,{){}O, 
000 and your revenues from ather 
saurces are $70,000, and shauld 
your additional per cent gas tax 
pass, it would give yau half 'Of the 
$7,5{)O,{)OO an your faur cents, or 

$3,750,000, 'Or a total of $16,32{)000. 
Now your 1947 and 1948 program, as 
set up by the Committee on Ways 
and Bridges is $14,685,000, and your 
net difference between the maney 
braught in and the program as set 
up by your committee an the first 
basis is $1,635,000. 

Now, your amaunt necessary to 
match your 1946-1947 federal aid 
is $3,968,667. The amount naw 
available for matching is $2,500,000, 
that is the surplus last year, and 
yaur deficit which we owe, which 
we have got to pay in for federal 
funds that we already matched last 
year is $1,468,667, 'Or a tatal of 
$3,968,667. Now, you have left over 
as part of this program $1,635,000. 
You subtract from that the money 
that you have already got to put 
in to pay far federal funds that you 
already matched last year, which 
gives you $1,468,667 and for the 1948 
program it leaves you $166,333 and 
yau are still short of money. 

Now, what I want to say to yau, 
I think the first headache given 
your Ways and Bridges Committee 
was the fact that the Supreme 
Court declared it unconstitutianal 
to issue new bonds and there, im­
mediately, was the loss of $6,811,000. 
Now, last year, as I tald you, the 
maintenance for your roads was 
around $4,600,000 and, as I say, they 
didn't do a very good job. Your 
Cammittee hoped to build this up 
ta araund $7,OOO,{)00 but they did 
get a little over $6 ,{)OO ,00, and not 
much more. Now, remember in 
years past the expense was around 
$3 500,000 for maintenance when 
thEW were paying araund thirty­
five cents an hour for labor. They 
have between 1400 and 1600 em­
ployees in the Highway Department, 
and the wage scale runs around 
seventy-five cents an haur. So you 
can see that there is quite a differ­
ence. I want to say to you that 
the person who says that they da 
not need the money reminds me a 
good deal of the man who was wan­
dering araund in the graveyard, 
reading the epitaphs an the differ­
ent tambstones and upon this par­
ticular tambstone was this epitaph: 
"Gane but not dead." The fellaw 
laoked at it a while and said: "Mr., 
he isn't fooling anybody except him­
self." 

I hape that yau will go along, be­
cause the fellow that says that the 
highway does not need the money 
is merely foaling himself and not 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MAY 8, 1947 1795 

anybody else. I hope you will ac­
cept this bill, because it is very 
vitally needed to carry out our road 
program and that is one of the 
reasons we were, I was, instructed 
to see that we got money for the 
roads. Gentlemen and Members of 
the House, the only way I can see 
that we can get it is by an in­
creased gas tax. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Caratunk, 
Mr. Sterling. 

Mr. STERLING: Mr. Speaker, I 
came, as everybody knows, down to 
this Legislature last year, myself, 
with the idea that I would not vote 
for any increase in any tax. And 
it was my belief up until the latter 
part of March. 

I was sitting on the Ways and 
Bridges Committee, and we were 
getting along fine and everything 
was going good. We did not worry 
about the program. But, when the 
Supreme Court knocked almost sev­
en million dollars out from under 
us, the members of that committee 
commenced to sit up and take no­
tice. and, from that day until now 
I have worked as hard for this in­
crease in the gas tax as any man 
in this House. 

Now do you think that I would 
have gone out and worked for this 
tax if I did not really think it was 
needed? I would be the first man 
who would vote "No," as I have 
on these other tax questions. 

But, ladies and gentlemen. this is 
serious, and. in a matter that is 
serious, I believe we should give it 
consideraticn, and of all the emer­
gency measures I have ever s·een 
passed in this House - and I have 
seen a great many of them - I be­
lieve this is an emergency measure. 
r hope that every man in this 
House will stand up and do his duty 
here and vote for this gas tax and 
go home, and nobody back home 
will criticize you for what you have 
done. I will guara'1tee that. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
rea dy for the pending question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, there 
is one other thought that I want to 
leave with the members at this 
time: In case they do not see fit to 
pa:-;s this as an emergency, what is 
gomg to happen? Your committee 
has no alternative except to accept 
the worst. And when I say "the 
worst," I am going to point out to 
you what happens when these cuts 

are made, because these figures I 
gave you in the beginning are fixed 
charges, they have to be taken care 
of. Now, when they cut, here is 
where the cut will come: From 
your State aid construction which is 
around $875,OO(), from your third 
class construction which is $350,­
()OO, from your town road improve­
ment funds which is built up to 
about $520,O{)0, and then your spec­
ial resolves, that is another one 
that goes out of the window. So you 
see that if you do not see fit to vote 
an emergency tax measure, there 
is not going to be too much road 
work done. I want to impress that 
upon you at this time. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Rockland, 
Mr. Sleeper. 

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker, I 
did not want to speak a second time 
but that special road resolve kind 
of gripes my ire. r know that is the 
reason a lot of people in this House 
voted "yes," so as to get those spec­
ial road resolves. The City of Rock­
land has road resolves in there for 
$1500 and if I have got to prostitute 
myself to get that $1500, I won't do 
it. I will bet, whether this tax passes 
or not, that Rockland will get its 
$1500, and I will bet that if every 
member in this House votes "no" 
his town will get road resolves, if 
there are any. I still say, I won't 
read all those figures for long; I 
do feel they are a real, authentic 
group of figures, a summary of the 
appropriation account of the high­
way funds, for the period ending 
March 31st. Total available, $19,110,­
GOO; expenditures necessary, $12,-
069,000: current balance $7,041,000. 
There are the figures; you can 
twist them this way or that way. It 
looks to me as if they are all right. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Shapleigh, 
Mr. Gallant. 

Mr. GALLANT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: There have 
been more or less figures scattered 
around this hall that have got us 
all confused. Fundamentally, I think 
we all recognize that costs have risen 
at least sixty per cent for cost of 
construction and cost of mainte­
nance. All we are asking for is a 
fifty per cent increase in the gas 
tax to take care of a sixty per cent 
increase in the cost of construction 
and maintenance, hoping that the 
total revenue from an increase in 
traffic will take up the slack. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
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nizes the gentleman from Brewer, 
Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to go on record as voting 
"yes" on this emergency. I want Mr. 
Sleeper to know that I am voting 
"Yes!" 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the pending question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Chelsea, Mr. Harris. 

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I have 
worked for the gas tax every time 
we have had a bill before us. I know 
that we need it, and I believe that 
the two cent gas tax will do what 
we need and give the cities and 
towns a million dollars, to help with 
our snow removal which I think the 
towns and cities need. I am sorry 
to say that we lacked two votes the 
other day for passing that bill sim­
ply because some were absent who 
had voted "yes" before. I think that 
is the kind of tax bill we want. 
Therefore, I can not vote for this 
bill this morning. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the pending question? 

The question before the House is 
upon the passage of this bill to be 
enacted as an emergency measure, 
the bill being "An Act Providing 
Revenue for the Highway Fund (H. 
P. 1753) (L. D. 1500). The gentle­
man from Machias, Mr. Hayward, 
has requested a yea and nay vote. 
The yea and nay vote shall be in 
order at the desire of one-fifth of 
the members present. Those desiring 
a yea and nay vote will please rise 
and remain standing until counted 
and the monitors have made and 
returned the count. 

Obviously more than one-fifth 
ha ving arisen, a yea and nay vote 
is in order. 

The question before the House is 
upon the passage to be enacted of 
this measure as an emergency. All 
those in favor will say aye and those 
opposed will say no as the Clerk calls 
the role. The Clerk will call the roll. 

ROLL CALL 
YEA-Adams, Allen, Ames. Ander­

son, Atherton, Benn, Berry. Berry­
man, Bickford. Boulier. Bove, Brewer, 
Broggi, Brown, Baileyville: Brown. 
Milford; Brown. Unity; Burgess. Bur­
ton, Byron, Campbell, Carville. Chase, 
Cape Eliz'1beth; Chase, Limingt:m; 
Christensen, Clements, Collins. Cou­
sins. Curtis, Day, Dicker. Dufour, 
Elliott, Ellis. Emerson, FinnegHn, 
Foley, Fowler. Fuller. Bucl.field; Gal­
lant, Gray, Hall, Hammond, Hanson. 

Haskell, Hayward, Heanssler, Hobbs, 
House, Jennings, Jordan. Saco; Jor­
dan, So. Portland; Judkins, Kent, 
Laughton, Lee. Lombard, Longstaff, 
Lord, MacPherson, Marsans, Marshall, 
Martin, McClure, McGlaufiin, Mc­
Keen. Meloon, Mills, Morison, Nichols, 
Palmer, Palmeter, Patterson, Payson, 
Peirce, Perkins, Plummer, Rankin, 
Rich, Robbins, Ross, Russell, Sar­
gent, Sava.ge, Seeger, Sharpe, Smith, 
Exeter; Stearns, Sterling, Stetson, 
Sweetser, Tabb: Thompson, Torrey, 
Tremblay, Turner, Violette, Webber, 
Wight, Williams, Auburn; Williams, 
Topsham; Woodworth. 

NAY-Bell, Bowker, Cadorette, Ca­
rey, Cole, Cormier, Daniels, Dean, 
DeSanctis, Dostie. Lewiston; Dostie, 
Winslow; Doucette. Fitch, Fuller, 
Hallowell; Harris, Hatch, Holt, Jal­
bert, Johnston, Kelly, Labbe, Lach­
arite, Leavitt, Legard, Lessard, Malen­
fant, McGown, Moreau, Moulton, Na­
deau, Poulin, Randall, Silsby, Sleeper, 
Smart, Smith, Westbrook; Snow, St. 
Pierre, Thomas, Weeks, Woodbury. 

ABSENT - Bird, Brown, Wayne; 
Dorsey, Muskie, Prout, Rollins. 

Yes 101, No 41, Absent 6. 
The SPEAKER: One hundred 

and one having voted in the affirm­
ative and forty-one having voted in 
the negative, six being absent, one 
hundred and one being more than 
two-thirds of the entire elected 
membership of the House, the bill 
has been passed to be enacted as an 
emergency measure, and will be 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

(On motion by Miss Cormier of 
Rumford, Rul.'8 25 was suspended 
for the remamder of today's ses­
sion, in order to permit smoking.) 

The SPEAKER; The Chair recog­
nizes the ~entleman from Lime­
stone, Mr. Burgess. 

Mr. BURGESS: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to inquire if it is in 
rrder to move that the document 
which we just enacted be sent 
forthwith to the Senate under sus­
pension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Limestone, requests by unan­
imous consent that the matter just 
acted en be sent fo~ thwith to the 
Senate. 

The Chair hears no objection and 
it is so ord,ered. 

The SPEAKER: We are proceed­
i'lg vncl.er bills nn their passage to 
be enacted. 
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Passed to be Enacted 
An Act relating' to Pensions or 

Annuities of Deceased Teachers (S. 
P. 2331 (L. D. 6441 

An Act. to Incorporate the Lubec 
Sewerage District (H. P. 465) (L. 
D. 2711 

An Act to Define "Distributor" in 
the Gasoline Tax Law (H. P. 16391 
(L. D. 1327) 

An Act Amending the Charter 
of the town of Dixfield School Dis­
trict (H. P. 17501 

Finally Passed 
R·2solv·e in favor of Hugh ,J. An­

drews, of Waterville (S. P. 301 (L. 
D. 1481) 

Resolve in favor of Nora B. West 
of Steuben (S. P. 39) (L. D. 1480) 

Resolve in favor of Harold G. 
Wyman of Pittston (S. P. 119) (L. 
D. 1482) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engross·ed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be 
enacted, Resolves finally passed, all 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm­
ington, under unanimous consent, 
all matters acted upon by the House 
today and passed to be engrossed 
in concurrence and all those that 
require concurrence with the Sen­
ate, were ordered sent to the Sen­
ate forthwith. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under Orders of 

the Day the Chair lays before the 
House the first tabled and today as­
si«ned matter, Senate Amendment 
"c" to Bill "An Act Relating to In­
creasing the Maximum Payments in 
Old Age Assistance" (S. P. 487) (L. 
D. 1355) tabled on May 7th b) the 
gentleman from Greenville, Mr. 
Rollins, pending the motion of the 
gen1leman from portland, Mr. Mc­
Glauflin to indefinitely postpone 
,Senate Amendment "C"; and the 
Chair recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker, 
before discussing this matter so that 
I will not have anv u.ndue influence 
on 2.nyb0dy, I wa11t to read just a 
paragraph from a letter which I 
r2'(C;';'2cl the other day from a 

"j\fy dear Mr, McGlauflin: I have 
kf'pt. tabs on your bellyaching 
Ih1'0li~h the enUre session of the 
L'>,L:Jat11l'e, and I think it is time 
E;OmO!1e pinne:i yOUl' ean hac::. Wh;') 

the hell are you to object to ques­
tions upon taxation or other sub­
jects, for that matter going to the 
taxpayers for final decision? You 
state that the legislators are sent to 
Augusta to use their best judgment 
in deciding what should be done. 
FTom some of your remarks, good 
judgment is not one of your quali­
fications." 

This matter came to my attention 
last April. It says in this amend­
ment: "An application shall not be 
considered unless accompanied by 
an individual sworn statement of 
inability to support the applicant 
made on the part of each adult 
child or spouse of said applicant re­
siding in the State and such state­
ment shall include full information 
regarding the individual income, as­
sets, liabilities and if the applicant 
is unable to obtain a sworn state­
ment from such child or spouse as 
above provided, then upon proof of 
his inability to do so and after 
hearing, the department shall de­
termine whether such inability to 
do so is real and genuine and mav 
act accordingly." At the presen"t 
time they take care of the old age 
petitioner, and if the State finds 
that the child is able to support 
him they proceed to prosecute the 
child. Under this proposition, where 
funds, they are putting the burden 
on him to prosecute his own son 
when he has got no funds to work 
with. 

I cannot see any advantage in 
this at all. The son, if he wants 
to get rid of the parent, can turn 
him right out in the cold. There is 
nothing here that can compel you 
to get the son to reveal what he 
earns or what his financial status 
may be. 

r once saw a cartoon that made 
a very strong impression upon me. 
lt represented a little boy, perhaps 
four or five yertrs old, standing in 
front of a drug store window and 
;ooking in the window. It said 
'Soda, 5c". And he had in his hand 
four pennies. Underneath the car­
toon, it said: 'Ain't it hell to be 
poor?" And, in this case,I can not. 
but think of the cld song: 
"I am old, I am helpless and feeble, 

Ani thEe days of my YOilth ha'.'e 
gone by; 

So it's Oi"2!' tte hill to the poor­
house; 
I wander alon2 there to die." 
Eere are per'ple with no funds, 

,vnh LO earnings, Vlit110Ut learning 
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in many cases; they do not know 
what their rights are. 

The have gotten to the age when 
they are in distress and they want 
some help. Now, they go to the 
town for assistance, the town offi­
cial makes their application and an 
investigator is sent out to get the 
facts. That investigator can get 
every fact that is asked for here. 
Another thing, they won't take the 
applicant's word for it anyway. 

And right here I want to say a 
word about these investigators. We 
ha ve in Portland a man, of some 
prominence, too, who was selected 
as an investigator of these old age 
cases. He was once quite interested 
in his work, his heart was sympa­
thetic to the people that needed as­
sistance, but we passed a law that 
he had to take an examination, and 
one of the questions asked him was: 
How many cords of wood were there 
in a certain woodpile, so many feet 
long, so many feet high, and the 
wood so many feet in thickness. 
Now, it so happens that I was a 
teacher of mathematics and I think 
probably I could figure that out if 
you would give me time enough, 
but what did that have to do with 
the question of human relations? 
They fired him because he could not 
answer those fool questions, and 
they took in his place a young girl 
with no human experience, with a 
heart as cold as ice, but smarter 
than white lightning. She knew all 
the answers, she was a regular quiz 
kid with her answers, and that is 
the one that took the place of the 
kind-hearted man who wanted to 
help the people. 

For thirty-five years, I have been 
a trustee of the Portland Benevo­
lent Society, of Portland. That is a 
society that has quite a large sum 
of money, the income from which 
we use to assist the people who 
have seen better days, not just be­
cause they are poor, but because 
they have seen better days. We 
have had quite a number of cases 
where some man or woman is re­
ceiving old age assistance, the max­
imum being $40 and their conditions 
are so much different from what 
they had been formerly that from 
time to time we had given some as­
sistance to those people. Apparently, 
here, if they find they are getting a 
few extra dollars on the side to help 
them, it is going to be just too bad. 

I am opposed to this measure be­
cause it puts more of a burden on 
these old people. There may be a 

few cases where some people have 
taken some advantage of the situa­
tion but I think that that does not 
offset th'O extra burden placed here. 

And right in this connection, I 
want to mention another thing. We 
have had an investigation of the 
Health and Welfare Department 
and here is the report of the inves­
tigators and, if you will look back 
through, you will find that for the 
most part the discrepancies that are 
given there are merely a matter of 
opinion. 

Here is one: The opinion of the 
investigator was that the payment 
should be reduced $26." The opinion 
of the party that granted it was 
that that $26 was needed right 
where it was, but somebody else 
comes in and figures out that thev 
could get along with $26 less. You 
follow that right through, and you 
will find that that that investiga­
tion does not amount to a Hannah 
Cook, because it is based on some­
body else's opinion from the one 
that passed upon it. And here we 
are represented in this Legislature 
as being a million dollars behind 
because the Welfare Department 
did not conduct its business right, 
when it as a matter of fact we do 
not know whether it is a million or 
fifty cents. 

Last week I was back at my of­
fice and I found a letter from the 
United States Government Depart­
ment here at Augusta. I am the 
administrator, c. t. a., so-called, of 
a certain estate. I had sent in the 
report as given to me on the income 
of tha~ man for the year 1946, and, 
accordmg to my figures, the U. S. 
Government owed him $6. This let­
ter that I found on my desk last 
week wanted to know all sorts of 
questions about the widow and 
about-I won't try to tell the dif­
ferent things-but the thing that 
particularly interested me was that 
I was not only supposed to fill out 
that paper but I was to furnish a 
certificate that I was the admin­
istrator, d. b. n., we call it, of that 
estate. That part was all right, but 
what else do you think they want­
ed? They wanted a death certifi­
cate, a death certifi-cate! when 
the estate had been administered 
upon and they are not convinced 
that the man is dead. Now, that 
is just the kind of red tape which 
we are getting into up here. I still 
move for the indefinite postpone­
ment of Senate Amendment "C". 

The SPEAKER: The question 
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before the House is upon the in­
definite postponement of Senate 
Amendment "C". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. 
Chase. 

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, it is 
the purpose of this amendment to 
get at the truth in the application 
for old age assistance in this State. 
One cannot anticipate opposition to 
a proposal in this House at any 
time and I confess I am surprised to 
find opposition to this proposal to 
get at the truth coming from the 
gentleman who has just spoken. 

On February 19th, a gentleman 
from Portland, named McGlaufiin, 
speaking' in this House on a 
measure dealing with vital statis­
tics on the matter of publication 
of vital statistics dealing with mar­
riages and illegitimate children and 
so forth. had this to say on the im­
portan:ce of the public's knowing 
the truth. He consulted the Scrip­
ture and he came out with this, 
bearing on the importance of truth. 
"Jeremiah 9 and 5: 'And they de­
ceive everyone his neighbor, and 
will not speak the truth.' And con­
tinued with another one: "And 
they bend their tongues like bows 
for lies; but they are not valiant 
for the truth upon the earth." 
Continuing to quote: "Then I found 
some that I thought applied to 
what we should do. James 3-14: 
'And lie not against the truth.' And 
another one: Zachariah 8-16: 
'Speak ye every man the truth to 
his neighbor.' John 8-32: 'And you 
shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.' Psalms 117: 
'And the truth of the Lord endur­
eth forever.' But here is the one 
that climaxes them all: 'Thy law 
is the truth.' God's law is the 
truth. Don't you see how import­
ant that is?" And continuing to 
quote the same gentleman, in the 
subsequent paragraph, he says this: 
"So help you God, and then you 
come to this Legislature and vote 
on a measure that suppresses the 
truth. Is that consistency?" That 
is what the gentleman said to this 
House on February 19th. Now, by 
this bUl and amendment, we are 
asking an applicant for old age as­
sistance and his accessible respon­
sible relative to give us the truth, 
not to publish, as was wanted in 
the case of-vital statisti·cs, but as 
a basis for the determination of 
the ability on the part of respon­
sible relatives to support that ap­
plicant. 

If we can eliminate the chiselers 
in old age assistance, and we all 
know that there are some although 
we may differ as to the number, 
and the question of how many mil­
lions of dollars are being paid out 
now that should not be paid, we 
know there are some chiselers. If 
we can eliminate those chiselers by 
this means of having the truth 
when the application is acted upon, 
we shall be able to pay more to the 
worthy applicants who really de­
serve assistance at the hands of 
the state. 

Now, as to the present procedure, 
the gentleman has told you that 
what they do now is to prosecute 
these responsible relatives who do 
net come across. Section 268 of 
the law says this: "The department 
may recover from any child, chil­
dren, or spouse of any beneficiary 
under the prOVisions of the sections 
that relate to old age assistance, 
who is able to support the said 
beneficiary but who fails to provide 
such support in an action on the 
case for the amount expended by 
the department for such support. 
This action shall be prosecuted by 
the Attorney General in the name 
of the State and the amount recov­
ered shall be credited to the old age 
assistance fund." 

At the hearing, I myself asked 
the Department of Welfare in all 
the years that that law had been on 
the books, how much money had 
been collected from responsible rel­
atives and the answer was: "Not 
one cent." And when I asked if any 
suit had ever been brought, they 
were unable to answer that they 
had, at any time, tried to collect one 
cent under that law. So when you 
compare the proposed procedure 
with the procedure which we have 
on the testimony of the department, 
itself, that under this provision 
which the gentleman has said is in 
operation, nothing has ever been 
done and not one cent has ever been 
collected. I hope that the motion to 
indefinitely postpone this amend­
ment will not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. McGlaufiin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speak­
er,. the gentleman who just spoke 
eVldently forgot that I am a lawyer. 
I still stand by every word I said 
about the truth. I don't back down 
one inch and I ask you: Have I, 
from the beginning, said anything, 
anywhere, anyhow, that even sug-
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gested that I wanted to suppress 
the truth? "No!" as Brother Jalbert 
says. I simply say, let the investi­
gators get the truth themselves. 
They won't take the word of this 
old age person anyhow; they prob­
ably would not take the word of the 
children that gave the oath. There 
is nothing inconsistent whatsoever 
in the remarks that I made on the 
former occasion and what I say to­
day. I want to say t::J this Legisla­
ture that I have been here, this is 
my fifth time, and I have not the 
sllghtest fear of ever contradicting 
anything I have said, because I 
base my statements on the princi­
ples of the truth that you were try­
ing to intimate I was going to sup­
press. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Wind­
ham, Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. NICHOLS: Mr. Speaker, one 
of the great problems of this old 
age assistance is that the people 
have gotten the idea that this is a 
pension and when a man or woman 
gets to be sixty-five years old, he is 
entitled to this amount. If they 
had to get this money from the 
towns or even from the State and 
it was published they were getting 
old age assistance and what they 
were getting and so forth, the chil­
dren would take care of a lot of 
these cases. The way the law is 
now, the way the thing is carried on 
now, they are passing the care on 
to the State in a lot of cases. And 
thn is one of the reasons for this 
necessary amendment, to make the 
ch.ldren, where they are able, take 
care of their parents. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
niz·es the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and 
MEmbers of the House: I do not 
think that any ne·edy person will be 
hu:·t by reason of this amendment. 
This amendment simply seeks to 
s~cp persons who are not entitled 
to help Lam getting it. We have 
f;-:eEt quite c., lot of money on the 
Bird report and I think Ol1e of the 
thi:1gS which Mr. Bird said in his 
re~ort here illustrates what we are 
Eseking. On P2 ge 8 in 8,,2tion 20, 
it 5","S "\Vo,kers,"-and th:,t means 
HC2lth and Welfare workers-"be­
mo:'(n tho hck of effective legal ac­
t;~n in dec,"in:; with recalcitrant re­
~pom:jble reh,tives. parti2lJarly ex­
l))"Eb!nds and the AD C. cases, 
ell:J t11:8, CGuple.d with a stcong d'2-

partment policy against checking 
relatives over the objection of the 
applicant or recipients. If the de­
partmental interpretation of the 
law that no legal action can be 
taken, suggested, or advised by de­
pa.rtment workers unless applicant 
is granted relief. This forestalls 
many golden opportunities to ob­
literate relief in the first place." 

Now, it seems that this Amend­
ment "c" will take care of that 
situation and I certainly hope that 
the . motion of the gentleman to in­
definitely postpone will not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Saco, Mr. 
Jordan. 

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to tell this House that 
for ten years I was Chairman of 
the York County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and, being 
connected with that organization, I 
have seen how hard it is to get the 
truth, and I have seen how hard 
the Red Cross works to get the 
truth; and I will make the state­
ment here that if they had not 
gone out and worked hard to get 
the truth the American Red Cross 
would not be in existence today. I 
hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Chelsea, 
Mr. Harris. 

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think 
there is one angle that has not 
been touched on on this question. 
The applicant has to be sixty-two 
years old before they can apply. 
They apply to the town officials. 
Nothing can b2 done then until a 
case worker gets to the case. 

We have a case in our town of a 
worthy lady who has been waiting 
several months for a case worker 
to get around. Now, as I under­
stand. this amendment would elim­
inate that; by filing directly, their 
case would be considered then. Be­
fore our pension committee, we had 
a resolve for a State pension until 
a person became sixty-five years 
old. We asked the social worker 
how S'1on after this person became 
sixtY-five would they get the pen­
sion? She could not say. 8he sim­
ply said this. "We are about five 
months behind now on checking 
th:'se cases." Therefore, I do not 
be:ieve this amendment will hurt 
the Dcorle entitled to a'1 old age 
pension and I think it will expedite 
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things so that some of them will 
get it much quicker. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Corinth, Mr. Elliott. 

Mr. ELLIOTT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This Legis­
lature instructed the Committee to 
cause an investigation to be made; 
an investigation was made, and 
those of you who have read the 
report know that they said that 
there were about thirty-four or 
thirty-five or thirty-six per cent of 
the cases which were investigated 
were insufficient investigation. Now, 
I think that bears out what we, as 
individuals can see, if we look over 
the lists of reCipients of old age 
assistance in our own neighbor­
hoods and I, for one, could not ex­
actly follOW my friend from Port­
land when he said, I agree with 
you, that they are discharging those 
investigators who have good judg­
ment but can not pass the examina­
tion and he says they are hiring 
some young girls who do not have 
judgment, therefore we recommend 
in this recommendation that those 
investigators have to do some of 
the things which they are not now 
doing. I sincerely hope that the 
motion to indefinitely postpone does 
not prevail. If the report we have 
of the investigation we have is nnt 
good and we want to throw it 
away. accept this indefinite post­
ponement and throw the whole 
thing out of the window. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Augusta. 
Mr. Peirce. 

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. S pea k e r, 
through the Chair I should like t:J 
ask the gentleman from Cape Eliz­
a beth if it is the feeling of the 
Crmmittee tloat this am2ndm'Cnt 
will cost additional money for the 
drn '1rtmpl't b 8 dminister? 

'T'he SPEAKER' The gentleman 
mov Y0plv if he wishes. 

Mr. CHASE: I should thin!, it 
v'culd cost less than th? investir;a­
tion as now conducted. AccQm­
panyim, the f1.1Jplicatlon, p:nt of the 
work wotlld be (lonG b,' the peonle 
t-helT.,s,:::lre.s and thrre js ~very log­
ical re::50n to believe that a savio1;:; 
woulil be wade b'i this method. 

"he SPE:'I.KER: The ChCli:- re~c;g­
nizss the gentlem:lll from AU:';U'itu. 
Mr. Peirce,. 

~vTr. PEIRCE: ~I/Ir. Sp88y.er ar'ct 
Members of the H0uce: It ap)ears 

to me that some of these amend­
ments are extremely inconsistent 
with the report of the investigators. 

The gentleman from Cape Eliza­
beth has stated that in his opinion 
the amendment now under discus­
sion will save money. That may be 
true, and, if passed, I hope it oper­
ates that way. However, that means, 
under his interpretation, that there 
will be no further investigation of 
applicants and the ability of their 
relatives to pay once these affidavits 
are in the possession of the depart­
ment. If a person will tell a false­
hood, it is my experience that he 
will write a lie, under oath. Know­
ing that, is there any reason to 
believe that people will be more 
hesitant to conceal their assets and 
ability to pay for the support of 
their parents under the present laws 
than they will be under this amend­
ment? 

Another inconsistency, ladies and 
gentlemen, is this: One of the sharp­
est criticisms in the investigators' 
report was that the department, the 
field workers, are already handicap­
ped with too much red tape, too 
many records to keep, too many re­
ports to file, too many forms to fill 
out. Here are just that many re­
ports and records which the de­
partment will have to keep in its 
files. It seems to me entirely incon­
sistent with the aims and objectives 
of the committee and with the re­
ports filed by the investigators. Now 
my interest in this matter is wholly 
unselfish, I am not and do not in­
tend to be an applicant for old age 
assistance, as far as I know I have 
no relativl.:s who are now receiving 
or who will receive old age assist­
ance. However, I do believe that the 
prinCiple of old age assistance has 
been well recog'nized in the Sta le 
of Maine, that it is a principle which 
we shall have to continue, and, as 
long as we do have it, we should 
have a fair administration of it. [n 
l1'V opinion such an amendment as 
this now under discusssion will not 
tend to giVe yoU f~lir administration 
cf the law 'L%t night, the ;;entJ.2-
l':1an frcm C2.;7e EI'.zpbeth said U13t 
ia his opln'on ther? was en,)ugh litw 
en the bC'~f's tcd".y to take C?l'C Of 
th,:~ il1\·csti~3t.~O~1 of the 8bilit-r' Of 
;,e':'~:Ji1,:'2S to' PH~l for the .'3uY)Dort cf 
~~\~lcl~ie,nt;s of~ cld 2.g9 8Ss1stanr'2, 
',I. clrlli. o~el~;:. 1 nc: c2,se, he .s1J(l:~:-este:-l_ 
L~l~ l~l,:>=,nnlt~ no~tponpJYl'2nt. cf ar. 
En~sl~!'}t11?nt ~,~-~)!C!1 ,T,-culd T('qui1'8 

~.~ r\-1 ~~,;<·e~~lt(~g~i~,~E8s~~~,~.L~~:~~r D{)?; i tl"l; 
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not prop,~r to investigate those 
now re·ceiving assistance, why 
should we go ahead and inves­
tigate the future applicants, not 
investigate, but require the af­
fidavit of future applicants for simi­
lar assistance? Mr:. Speaker, I hope 
that the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland does prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the genleman from Baileyville, 
Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker, as I 
understand the law at the present 
time, I think these same things that 
are in these amendments here are 
covered at the present time, and 
that we are only repeating ourselves. 
In fact, I know of applicants just 
recently who have made application 
for old age assistance and, in both 
cases, the blanks have been sent to 
the children requesting all of this 
information which is covered under 
these amendments here. So what is 
the need of adding more details and 
repeating ourselves in the law. I be­
lieve that if the law is carried out 
as it is now, as it is on the statute 
books today, relative to the investi­
gation of these cases it can be cov­
ered thoroughly without having any 
further amendment to the law. 

We can sit here and we can legis­
late all day and for the next year 
pertaining to the responsibility of 
the children of these applicants but 
that will not compel those people to 
come across in any way and support 
their fathers and mothers unless 
they have got the feeling right in 
their heart and soul that it is their 
obligation. We see it time after time 
where the children - we know they 
are responsible, they could support 
their families and support their 
father and mother, but they do not 
do it. And are we going to see the 
father or the mother suffer just 
because of the lack of responsibility 
of their children or their grand­
children to contribute? I can not 
see any sense of adding these 
amendments. I have read them over 
and I know the application of the 
law as it is set up, and this, to me, 
is just adding something more to 
our statute bOoks. It will not help 
the situation a particle and it won't 
save one nickel in our funds so I 
hope that these do not become a 
part of our laws. 

There is another thing that I 
heard there this morning that I did 
not know before and that is that 
our town officials in any way have 
anything to do with these applica-

tions of old age assistance. My 
thought, and what I know of what 
the law, is that a person makes a 
direct application to our Depart­
ment of Health and Welfare. The 
investigators investigate the case 
and in no way does the influence of 
any individual, whether it be a town 
official or anyone else, ever enter 
into the thing. So, that is news to 
me this morning if that is what is 
taking place with our applicants for 
old age assistance. Mr. Speaker, I 
hope that these amendments will be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker, 
may I ask unanimous consent to 
say just a word, for the third time? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. McGlaufiin, re­
quests consent to speak a third time. 
Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none, and the gentleman may pro­
ceed. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker, 
I merely want to point out this: 
That under this law, if you read it 
carefully, if a parent was kicked out 
by their child, if he makes this ap­
plication, he can't get any help. I 
was trying to find the law, but it 
says, in the first place, that the ap­
plicant has got to get a report 
from the child that he is not able 
to take care of him. And noti,ce 
thIS: If he is unable to get it, then 
after a hearing, if they are satis­
fied that they can not take care of 
him, then they can go and give the 
matter some consideration. What 
I am trying to point out is this: 
At the present time if a person is 
in need, they can get assistance. 
Under this proposed bill, they can 
not; they have got to work out their 
own salvation and, therefore, I am 
opposed to this amendment. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Monticello, Mr. Day. 

Mr. DAY: Mr. Speaker, I do not 
know that I can add anything to 
what has already been said about 
this bill but I do want to say that 
I am one hundred per cent for old 
age assistance and I would like to 
see everyone sixty-five years of age 
or over have the privilege of hav­
ing this assistance or pension but 
the funds of the State are limited 
and this amendment was added 
there to expedite things. There is 
a long waiting list and this might 
help color that waiting list so that 
the department may get at the more 
ess,ential ones first. And part of 
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this says that "if he is unable, the 
department shall determine whether 
such ability to do so is real and 
genuine and, if it decides that it 
is real and genuine, then the merits 
of the application shall be consid­
ered." So, there is a little bit there 
that might be in favor of the party 
you say is kicked out, but his chil­
dren are able to support him, and 
I believe that if children are able 
to support their parents they should 
be made to. I am in favor of this 
amendment and I hope that the 
motion of the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. McGlauflin, does not pre­
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Finnegan. 

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I have 
just listened to all the conversation 
and arguments and pleas, and I 
wonder if we are not just a little 
confused in the thinking about the 
whole matter. If the condition, 
which my good friend from Port­
land, Mr. McGlauflin, has pre­
sented to you was typical of all the 
cases under consideration, I would 
be more violent than he is on the 
very same subject. But if anybody 
in this House expects to get any 
consistency out of the administra­
tion of that Health and Welfare 
Department on any plan that you 
could say was consistent or lived up 
to in any way, the trouble, that in­
vestigation, would never have taken 
place. I would like to give you an 
example of two cases, both ex­
tremes. There is a little lady up 
in a near-by town who is receiving 
$23 a month on this old age as­
sistance. She has not a chick or a 
child or a near relative or a near 
person anywhere to add one thing 
to her support. She is absolutely 
dependent upon this money. She 
gets the magnificent sum of $23 a 
month. She is paying rent to a 
lady, $8 a month, who is receiving 
$40 a month on the old age as­
sistanc,e. Now, I had occasion to 
take this up with one of the chiefs 
of the department-I met him in 
the corridor the other day-and I 
said to him: "Isn't there something 
you can do for this woman? She 
really needs more money than $23 
a month and she is paying $8 a 
month rent to a lady who is re­
ceiving $40 a month assistance the 
maximum". "Well" he said to me 
"that case was mentioned to me 
about a year ago and I have not 

got it right in my mind but I think 
it was probably decided that she 
should get more because it cost her 
more to maintain the house." Well, 
there is one line of thought. 

In the other direction, I talked 
with a very good Senator the other 
day of the other House, who had 
occasion to handle some legal mat­
ters for a couple some time ago and 
this past fall he had occasion to 
talk with them and ask them what 
kind of a season they had and they 
said they were all right, they had 
made $3,000 last year. To his hor­
ror, he was just scanning over the 
welfare list, old age recipients of 
aid, and he glanced through his 
community to see what was going 
on there and he found this couple, 
I don't remember whether the 
amount is $39 a month or $59 a 
month, but they were receiving old 
age assistance on either one of 
those two terms, it does not matter 
anyway, whether it was $20 a 
month. But, nevertheless, that is 
the other extreme of this old age 
policy. 

Now I have heard more or less 
criticism of this department, and 
I have been criticized myself, I get 
some fan mail that I am out with 
a hatchet, that I cut the hands off 
old ladies and old men. Well, that is 
the farthest thing from my mind 
and I feel very tenderly towards 
them and I think that I will have 
demonstrated that over my life­
time, because that is the way I feel 
about it. So, there is a confusion of 
thought existing here and I think it 
is the basis of this resolution, of 
this amendment, and that is that 
these field workers are instructed as 
to what questions they shall ask, 
and the old workers, the people who 
have experience, who have a little 
common sense, in other words, are 
absolutely handicapped by the fact 
that some zealot in the Health and 
Welfare Department, who has some 
of this modernistic thinking as to 
how this aid shall be applied, in­
structs these people that they must 
not ask these embarrassing ques­
tions, These recipients of old age as­
sistance, and especially these a,d.c. 
cases, are listed as clients and they 
are not to be disturbed and their 
mental processes must not be in any 
way disturbed by asking embarras­
Sing questions. 

Now. I think that the effect of 
this directive is to see that those 
questions are asked and it is almost 
a directive to those people to keep 
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their hands off it and I do not think 
that any,~ne in that Welfare De­
partment, I am not on the Welfare 
Committee, but I think they have 
done a nnc;nificent job a!'d t1:is is 
simply a step in tryin:~ to work ,lut 
some prac;~ical, CD111illOn S2I132 no\v, 
on the applicaLons th:1t are coming 
iYl, tl1a'~ they shall at least answer 
SOll'1e questlo·ns. I do not tllh1~: t11810 
it would be any body's idea, at least 
I woald oppo3'e it violentl'i if I 
thought it was to embarrilSS :1.11y 
cld ac;e recipi,2nt. 

Of co,"''',,, there> "'ill 1,0 ')]0 005 
wi-;e:'e tl~a'~~~ xnay ~;101~i'::··-a "listie ~bit 
of ",n irritant, but the intention, I 
am 8m,e, is not to do that. So, I just 
offer this littl2 bit 8f £=~pl3.r:a~ica 
to ';°2 ~ha t we are not confused in 
our ~hinking and th9.C the ob.iecL bc­
}-:i:ld this lTIOtiJl1. is to !1~.a1:~ it n10re 
dirnclllt ior old age people, It is 
nut; I ti1ink it is to clarify the 
:J1ing and ~o keep thR;':'2 people W]10 
i:::sue these ord::L3 to the field \',Tor~\:­
C::: :lS to w'rta t quesV.ons E-:'2Y sh3.11 
8;.:1\, at least they will have to be 
~onflned to a little conln1on ,C:8'>.152. 
~lhJ_t is my lr'.1der3t~l.nding nd, fnr 
til;} ~ reason, I am voting for this 
amendment, 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes tl1.8 gentleman from Bucks­
port, Mr. Sargent, 

Mr, SARGE~.JT: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the previous question, 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
fl'om Bucksport, lVIr, f"argent, has 
moved the previous question, In 
order fer the Chair to entertain 
the motion for the previous ques­
tion, the consent of one-third of 
the members present is necessary, 
TDose in favor of the Chair enter­
taining the motion for the previous 
question will please rise aad re­
m:lin standing until counted and 
the r!1c;l'itors have made and re­
turned the i2ount. 

A surncient number arose. 
The SPEAKER: Obviously more 

than one-third having arisen, the 
question is: Sh8011 the main ques­
tion be put now? All those in favor 
will say aye; those opposed no, 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed, and the main 
question was ordered. 

Mr. CHASE of Cape Elizabeth: 
Mr, Speaker, I ask for a division, 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr, Chase, 
has requested a division, The ques­
tion before the House is upon the 

motion of the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr, McGlauflin, that the 
House indefinitely postpone Senate 
Amendment "c" to Senate Paper 
439, LeGislative Document 1355, Bill 
"An Act Relating to Increasing the 
Maximum Payments in Old Age 
A<;sistance," All those in favor of 
the inc'efinite postponement of Sen­
ate Amendment "c" will please rise 
:: l'lj remain standing until counted 
;11"; the monitors have mace and 
l'etm').v~d the count. 

,~, division was had, 
Th~ SPEAKER: Twenty-two hav­

ing voted in the arnrmative and O~1e 
In:nclred in the negative, the motion 
is lost, . 

Therrupol1, Senate Amendment 
"C" I',go 8dcpted, and uncler Sll.o­
p<;)]<;iol1 of the rules the bill was 
g'lv"n i~,s third reading and \\·a~~ 
o ".;:,';r:1 to be engrossed in nen-con­
currence and sent up for C01'lCUr­
rene,=,. 

011 motion by Mr, Mills of Farm­
ington, 

Recessed until 2:00 P. M, E. S, T. 

AFTER RECESS 
2:(}0 p, M, E. S. T, 

The House was called tel order 
by ('.18 Speaker, 

The following papers from the 
Senate wue taken up out of order 
under sllspem;ion cif the rules: 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to the Construction, In­
stallation, Repair, Use, Operation 
and Inspection o~ Elevators, Dumb 
Waiters and Escalators" (H, p, 
1754) (L. D, 1501) which is a sec­
ond new draft and was reported by 
the Committee on Legal Affairs and 
passed to be engrossed in the House 
:::n May 8th, 

Came from the Senate, in that 
body the Original Bill, H, p, 1442, 
L, D, 10M, substituted for the Re­
port of the Committee on Legal 
Affairs and amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" and passed to be 
engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concur­
rence. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­

ognizes the gentleman from Fair­
field, Mr, Woodworth, 

Mr, WOODWORTH: Mr. Speak­
er, I move that the House insist 
and ask for a Committee of Con­
ference. 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD--HOUSE, MAY 8, 1947 1805 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Fairfield, ;\1r. Woodworth. 
mO'iE'S tInt the House insist upon 
i:"s 10::n1;21' act,ion and request a 
Conlluit, e2 of Conference. Is this 
llw pl('asll"e of the House? 

The molio:l prC'vailed. 

Bill ., An Act 
of the O;\~Pl'S 

(fl. P. 17231 IL. 
·\;r·}~; p:Ls~~pd to ~J€ 21:.­

}I;-)us'.; 0:'1 ~\Il:l 1';~ ~~~E~. 
in t 1,18 Hense 

p :'~~;"-2d 
I ~ b~ "~, ~~·os:·.::<l '1-:'11- re;.li)::': the 
l:~~1. W2S r -::~:nlnlltL'2G iG the Corn­
!i~i~ l O~-'- .s?~~:l:'i:':-:: a1.1d Pe?s in (c:.·~, 

'The SPEAKEIl: The Chair Y\".:shes 
to Sl~~ ~~l':)t t Cl t,hL2 Inembers of ~Le 
}-IO:lSR lh_l"C i1'0111 rF)\V on until this 
Legidatu]'(' stands llnally a"ijoUlTl.-­
eel. e\-c:·~.T 52SS' on is of utrnost ilij-
1~ ':'~(~llCP t: c_~ch and '8·\-~'::y Plcm·-
b,:': 'me' i,~, importunt that all 
rn,.-~rnts :~ in their scats at the 

recEssed. 

After Hecess 
4:25 p, lU. E. S. T. 

Ml". SA. V.,\GE of Mt. De,;ert: NIl'. 
Speaker - -

The SPEAKER: For \vhat purpose 
do,;" the gentleman rise'! 

Mr. SAVAGE: To move reconsid­
eration. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
lllay pfc::.:ced. 

MI'.3AVAGE: 1\11'. Speaker, I 
move thHt we re,~onsider our a~tioll 
of Y'esterday whereby we failed to 
enQct Houce Paper 1731, Legislative 
Document 1470, "1\:1 Act Imposing a 
Sales and Use Tax to Raise Addi­
tional. Revenue." It will be my in­
tention also, Mr. Speaker, to move 
that the matter lie on the table. I 
have t.he feeling that we shouldn't 
allow this ma tter to expire. It is 
evident that many people here think 

::a\'ol'atly of it. I therefore move 
thQt c·ur actio:,1 be reconsidered at 
this lime. 

The SFEAKEH: The Chair would 
:.nqllil'e of tb.c i;-entlen1311 if h'e voted 
in t~} '':l ne;:;.J tl1.'c ~vhell this 111utLer 
\,-as up for e~1actr1l8n:. 

iiI,'. SA VAG", : I voted against the 
~Jil i. 

j ',0 ?,PEA-I~FR: 'The ?-cn::l('~~lli:Ul 

f:::C:'.d Iv:Ini:nt De~<;r~, I\=l', Sa 
: h:--~" t-!.12 I-Iollse n2ccin~;~c1el' 

\vhe~'phy '"A.l1 
and U:,,, Tax 

,~'2n~c- f>?l1~}".TLln 
rnoti:::li"l b2 'r'1kl on 

1.:'~~!: '" 1",-, l~,j~:;::l Lll : Oi.liO:TCl\\'. 

"j: ~.~~LI -=-; of l';al'Pl:n?; ~)~1: I'·';r. 
th;:~j-, it .~e ta.~:('n l'p 

r; 'he ~p~-=,~'.I::E-.'~· 'rhe gl:;ntl~l;'1an 

{\'I:':. :vlills. ha.s 
: i:, ~c-:cl:eu UlJ iate:' in 

'The E::nL~e \V,j} clccidl: first the 
n"")r:tlel· (Ii' IJ.~~~;~'';' thn 1" .... ",+-1011 ·"n <-he 
t ab12. .k.l1 tj~~);'r in ~ i'~:~~T~~ ~'"f 'laying' 
~bjs nlotiol1 on thE"' tatle will sa~ .. 
a~ ~:: t.hose oPl~,o::ed no 

A Y> a \0:'2 YLlrC beir.g doubted, 
A di~,-L:ic~l o~· the IIouse "vas had. 
The SFEAf<:ER: ,(~event1 .. -thrce 

havil;.g' "T.i(Jted ill tile allirmatlve nnd 
fiJLY-<'ight In tilt' r~ebative, the rno­
:JUll tu 13.:v on t~le table P.L'c\,-'dls. 

All thc.se ~n f3VOT of laying this 
L:l: ",::1 ,'or l'~con&icleratiol1 011 the 
tab,le, to be ta::en up at tomDlT()W'S 
;;es"ion w;ll riay aye: thooe opposed 
no. 

A ':iva Y()ce vot8 being double:!, 
A division of the House was had. 
'The SPEAKER,: T\'I:,renty-six ha'v-

ing Yotfd in the aliirmative and 
eighty-three in the negative, the 
motion is lost. 

The matter has been laid on the 
table. to te ta::en up later ill to­
clay's session. 

The following Bills on their pas­
.oa:;e ~o be enacted and Resolves on 
their final passage were taken up 
out of order, under susp,ension of 
the l ules: 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act to Change the Charter of 

'he City of Calais (S. P. 490) (L. 
D. 13b61 
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An Act relating to the Payment 
of Fines and Costs and the Salary 
of the Judge of .he Municipal Court 
in the town of East Livermore, now 
Livermore Falls (H. P. 950) (L. D. 
555) 

An Act relatir. to the Salaries 
of Various Officers of Franklin 
County (H. P. 1698) (L. D. 1415) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve in favor of Bridgton 

Academy (S. P. 416) (L. D. 1202) 
Resolve in favor of Portland 

Junior College CR. P. 414) (L. D. 
244) 

Resolve to Provide Funds for 
Construction and Improvement of 
Bangor Airport in Old Town (H. 
P. 1642) (L. D. 1328) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be 
enacted, Resolves finally passed, all 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Enactor 
An Act Protecting the Right of 

Members and Non-members of 
Labor Organizations to the Oppor­
tunity to Work CR. P. 1652) (L. D. 
1346) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Greenville, 
Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that Item 3, "An Act Protect­
ing the Right of Members and Non­
members of Labor Organizations to 
the Opportunity to Work" be in­
definitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Gardiner, 
Mr. Tabb. 

Mr. TABB: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am not 
going to bore you with any speech. 
I have naturally got to get up to de­
fend my own bill. I just want to 
say a few words with reference to 
the bill because you all have heard 
on the floor of this House, and also 
in the committee, what my reasons 
were in presenting this bill. I just 
want to mention one or two small 
things, and to bring to your atten­
tion the closed shop. 

First, I want to say that you all 
know that the closed shop has 
brought misery to the people of our 
country, and if we had had some 
law on the books at Washington 
John L. Lewis would not have been 
able to do what he has done, defied 
the government of this country. 

I want you to recall that I said 
that Communism begins in a closed 
shop. Those are the only things I 
am going to mention to you. I ask 
you to vote on the merits of the bill. 
It is a very simple bill. I make this 
statement to you again that I am 
not opposed to unions nor does this 
bill bar unions. It bars closed shops 
only. The opposition will tell you 
that they do not need such legisla­
tion. I will make my last remark as 
I said in the committee: the time 
to lock the door is now before the 
horse is stolen. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
for a division. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland" 
Mr. Meloon. 

Mr. MELOON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As you 
probably all know by this time, I 
have a keen interest in labor legis­
lation. I hope that the motion of 
the gentleman from Greenville does 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Lewiston, 
Mr. Dostie. 

Mr. DOSTIE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As you all 
know, I am a laboring man. I have 
worked in the mills and the fac­
tories of Maine for many, many 
years. During the last ten years, 
we have had direct contact with the 
Textile Workers Union of America. 
The great majority of my fellow 
workers agree that the union has 
benefitted us and has fought for 
our rights to the end that we are 
now receiving a fair wage for our 
labor. I have been associated with 
this union directly because I be­
lieve in it and I can honestly say 
that the officers are good, American 
citizens, and I am not in any way 
associated or tainted with what my 
friend. Mr. Tabb, calls Commun­
ism. I stand to make my position 
clear and in defense of those who 
can not answer Mr. Tabb, merely 
because of a feeling that might 
lead to serious trouble. 

Last month, a delegation of work­
ers waited on our Congressional 
delegation in Washington. They all 
met in the office of Congresswoman 
Margaret Chase Smith and it was 
the unanimous opinion of our dele­
gation that labor conditions in 
Maine were very satisfactory and if 
the same situation existed nation­
ally there would be no need for 
restrictive labor legislation, what­
ever. At the present. labor and 
management are enjoying peaceful 
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relations. I beseech you, Members, 
to let well enough alone by voting 
for the indefinite postponement of 
this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Cole. 

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, several 
times I have heard in this House 
reference made to a member of this 
Legislature who, being a member 
of the Portland city government, 
and the Public Works Department 
of the City of Portland being out 
on strike, had some labor difficulty. 
Well, I happen to be that gentle­
man. 

The night before that happened, 
the Portland paper stated that I 
was the only member of the City 
Council in Portland who would even 
discuss with them terms of set­
tlement of that strike. The next 
morning at seven o'clock, the dis­
patcher called me and said, "The 
boys won't go to work today; there 
is a picket line out front." I said: 
"Why?" "Well," he said, "they want 
to settle that Public Works Depart­
ment strike and the quickest way 
for them to get you to vote them an 
increase in the Public Works De­
partment is to picket your place of 
business so we are picketing your 
place of business and there is not 
any work today." If that is not labor 
trouble and if that is not attempt­
ing to strike at the root of gov­
ernment, in order to gain their 
ends, I do not know what is. 

I received, yesterday, from my 
dad, who is in Washington, attend­
ing a National Labor Relations con­
ference of the American Trucking 
Association, some information from 
that same American Trucking As­
sociation. 

At the present time, nineteen 
states have passed some form of 
anti-closed shop bill. There were 
seventy-four bills proposed to pro­
hibit the union shops introduced in 
the following State legislatures, I 
will not read all, I will only read 
those who passed it during this pre­
sent session: Arizona, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Iowa, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia. 
In addition Colorado and the South 
Dakota legislatures passed bills 
memorializing Congress to propose 
right-to-work amendments to the 
Federal Constitution. 

I also would like to get into the 
record a report of what is being 
done in the unions that represent 

the trucking companies all over the 
Atlantic Coast, the whole length of 
the Atlantic Coast. This is from an 
A.T.A. Labor Relations bulletin. 

"Last month saw the development 
of a permanent federation of one 
hundred and thirty-five teamster 
locals in fifteen states stretching 
from Maine to South Carolina. Ac­
cording to union spokesmen the 
newly formed Atlantic Coast Con­
ference of teamsters is an outgrowth 
of last year's New York City team­
sters strike. It is primarily designed 
to provide perman en t machinery 
for mutual aid in labor-management 
disputes. John O'Rourke of Local 
282, New York City, temporary 
president of the body, declared that 
we could not have won the New 
York strike without combined effort 
and we want to make sure that any 
of the local members in the eastern 
states area can obtain the support 
of 300,000 teamster members on 
short notice. Dan Tobin spoke to 
that same meeting, and I will quote 
from what he says: "Such a body 
as this will be able to counteract 
the pressure on labor and soften the 
impact of pending legislation." 

Now, what this means, gentle­
men, is this: That when another 
union contract for truck drivers is 
negotiated we will not negotiate 
with anybody in the State of 
Maine, we will negotiate with the 
representativ'es of those locals, the 
whole length of the Atlantic Coast 
and when there is a strike called, 
gentlemen, there will be a strike 
called the whole length oOf the .AIt­
lantic Goast in oOrder to enforce 
their demands. At the present 
time the truckmen in the State of 
Maine have no unioOn contract. Our 
contra'ct ran out the first day oOf 
April and because oOf the fact that 
this Legislature was in session we 
have been unable toO effect any 
kind of a negotiation or settlement 
in this contract. I hope the mo­
tion does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Unity, 
Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker, when 
this bill was before this body before, 
as I recall it, there seemed' about a 
two to one majority "Ought toO 
pass." Since that time, I have not 
heard anything to cause the 
majority of this House to change 
their minds in regard to it. I do 
not believe that there are very 
many members in this House but 
what agree that the union shop 
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might be all right, but I think the 
majority is opposed to a closed 
shop. I hope the motion does not 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Baileyville, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speake! and 
Members of the House: I dId not 
rise this afternoon to speak on this 
matter that is before you except 
for one reason: Ever since this leg­
islation has been before this House, 
we have heard that all we wanted 
to do here was to outlaw the closed 
shop. All the people have been led 
to believe here that all this meas­
ure, in the new draft which has 
passed the House and has passed 
the Senate, does is to outlaw the 
closed shop. 

Now, let us get it straight. This 
measure goes far beyond outlawing 
the closed [hop. It hits right at 
the very heart of the most impor~­
ant industry that we have got III 
the State of Maine, the paper in­
dustry. It hits our union shop 
which you people, here, figure that 
under this bill is protected. It 
outlaws our union shop and it out­
laws maintenance of membership. 
Now, let us recognize that fact. 
Had it only been the,closed shop, I 
would have hesitated to speak on 
it but it goes far beyond that and 
you can take it from anyone who is 
familiar with the law and he will 
tell you that it goes way beyond the 
closed shop. For the life of me, I 
can not see why the Legislature of 
the State of Maine, during this 
whole session, has been so con­
cerned with a matter that bothers 
the State of Maine so very little. 
And I only wish that every member 
of this House could have been with 
me during the past three or four 
weeks when we sat down to nego­
tiate with our paper companies here 
in the State of Maine, and see the 
way that negotiations are carried 
on. 

Only the day before yesterday, I 
had the pleasure of conducting 
negotiations with the St. Croix 
Paper Company, one of the finest 
industries that we have in the 
State of Maine, and I was asked 
by that management: "What are 
they trying to do to us who have 
held contracts for some thirty-five 
or thirty-eight years where there 
never has been one minute of lost 
time due to any labor dispute that 
has ever arisen?" Every case that 

has arisen has been settled around 
the conference table. The same is 
true of every other paper company 
in the State. The same is true of 
our public utilities, the electrical 
industry here in the State. It has 
been over thirty years since any­
thing has ever come up between the 
employees and the employers in that 
industry here in the State of Maine. 
And yet. if this bill becomes a law. 
what does it do? It destroys the 
relationship between that union 
and those companies in the electric 
industry. 

There is one thing in this bill 
that I want to pOint out it is COll­
tinually placing the employer on 
the spot because the first time that 
he refuses to hire a person under 
the law as it is today he is subject 
to the penalty of one thousand 
dollars and let me say that that 
is one thing that the employers are 
afraid of at this present time. 

It is true there is a wave of this 
legislation coming into all the States 
over the United States. but there 
are a lot of them that are throw­
ing that legislation out. In our 
sister State of New Hampshire only 
a week or so ago, they allowed the 
closed shop to come in if it can be 
negotiated by three-fourths of the 
employees of the union and the 
company. If three-fourths of the 
emloyees can agree that they want 
a closed shop and the company is 
willing to sit down and bargain 
with them. then the closed shop is 
recognized. 

I hope that you people will de­
cide here today that our labor rela­
tions between employees and em­
ployers in the State of Maine is 
the best and we want to maintain 
it that way. Let us, today say to 
the rest of the nation that labor 
and industry can travel along to­
gether in the State of Maine and 
we do not need any repressive leg­
islation cluttering up our statute 
books here in the State of Maine. 
And I trust that you will sustain 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Greenville. Mr. ROllins, and put 
this legislation where it belongs­
out the window. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Gardiner. 
Mr. Tabb. 

Mr. TABB: Mr. Speaker. I would 
like to answer the gentleman on the 
question of New Hampshire. He 
says that they are to have a closed 
shop providing they can get sev-
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enty-five per cent of the members. 
I agree that is an true but he goes 
no further. I would like to read 
you now the provisions of that: 
"Burdens on Unions. As the bill 
was passed, any union that quali­
fied by the necesary two-thirds 
secret vote, secret vote (get that) 
for a closed shop would still have 
to meet other rigid requirements 
before such an agreement would be 
in effect. A union would have to 
file in detail a financial statement 
with the State Labor Department 
listing all income and all disburse­
ments, salaries, and other expendi­
tures and any donations made for 
non-union purposes. In addition, 
initiation fees would be limited to 
not more than twenty-five dollars 
and would be ordered at a lesser 
level at the discretion of the Labor 
Commissioner. " 

I think you will agree with me 
tha t New Hampshire has a more 
rigid closed shop bill than what 
I am trying to get this Legis­
lature to accept. There it is, gentle­
men, in black and white. You can 
decide for yourselves which is the 
better bill, the one in the state of 
Maine for labor or the one in New 
Hampshire. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr. 
McClure. 

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would 
like to have any of us answer the 
question that my colleague, Mr. 
Tabb, just stated, the secret ballot. 
We were all elected here by a secret 
ballot. That is why we have the 
booths. 

Gentlemen, I have been associated 
with you since the first of the year. 
We have met two representatives of 
labor here, one a Democrat, Mr. 
Leavitt of Old Town, who also rep­
resents that district in the House, 
and Mr. Brown. I ask you, in fair­
ness to the rest of the labor in 
Maine, if that is an example of 
what labor stands for, gentlemen, I 
also hope that all of you will move 
for the indefinite postponement of 
this measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Old Town, 
Mr. Leavitt. 

Mr. LEAVITT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I want to 
speak very briefly because I believe 
that my colleague, Mr. Brown, over 
there, covered the conditions here 
in the State very aptly, the situation 
that we now face. 

• After sitting here for very many 
weeks, watching this House give 
consideration and reconsideration, 
I have come to the conclusion, 
somewhat, that a whole long speech 
does not make any particular dif­
ference as to how you state your 
position. However, I can see why 
the gentleman from Portland, my 
good friend, Mr. Cole, who has had 
difficulty with the union, can rise 
and speak against it because in 
stating his position perhaps he had 
justification for doing so. But I 
can not see why a man who claims 
that he is a farmer and a raiser of 
chickens could be so thoroughly set 
against the closed shop. That par­
ticular thing I have not yet resolved 
in my own mind satisfactorily to 
my own feelings as to why he should 
do it. 

As I said a minute ago, my col­
league has presented the case as 
to how we stand in the State of 
Maine. I believe that practically 
every man in this House, alone 
realizes that fact, because our labor 
relations here in Maine are really 
outstanding. 

Only two weeks ago, I attended a 
meeting where our newly appointed 
Labor Commissioner spoke before 
our group and she paid tribute to 
the fine relationship and the way 
that we conducted our relationship 
regarding labor and industry in this 
State. I am not going to say any 
more: I think that you people have 
a mind of your own: I know that 
you do and I believe that you are 
going to use a very fair division in 
your mind as to how you will settle 
this, and I only hope that you will 
decide to go along with the gentle­
man from Greenville to not vote 
for this measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Chelsea, 
Mr. Harris. 

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I spoke for 
this measure when it came up be­
fore. I wondered what reaction I 
would get, not in my town but in 
the industrial towns around here. 
Just three people stopped me about 
it, no one of the three knew what 
the closed shop was, they thought 
we were voting against the union 
shop. Now, I have heard here, 
today, many employers quoted, but 
only one speech. If the laborers 
of Maine are so against this closed 
shop proposition, why haven't we 
been lobbied, why isn't there some­
body here? And, if the employers 
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want it, are they so modest that" 
they hesitate Ito come here and tell 
us that they would like to have a 
closed shop and not have tt barred? 

Now, there is a misunderstand­
ing over this bill. I heard the gen­
tleman say that it prohibited main­
tenance of membership. Now the 
bill I have in front of me does not. 
The original bill did and that was 
taken out. I could not support the 
bill if it prohibited maintenance of 
membership and I think, as you are 
probably sick of hearing me say 
here that I like to vote for a fair 
bill and I think this is a fair bill. 
Anyone, in this bill, can work where 
they have a union. wit~out j~iniI?-g 
it. There is nothmg m thIS bIll 
that prohibits the employer from 
taking out the union dues. Now, 
the only thing this is, in my under­
standing, it prohibits some union 
from saying who you or I can hire 
if we are running a place. That is 
the principal part of this bill. The 
union does not say who we hire but 
whoever works for us must join the 
union. Now, I do not know if I 
have made my understanding of 
this clear. As the gentleman, Mr. 
Brown, said here, it was upheld ap­
proximately two to one and I have 
not heard anything here, today, to 
make me change my mind and I 
wonder who has. Therefore, I hope 
that the motion does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portl:md, 
Mr. Cole. 

Mr. OOLE: Mr. Speaker, there 
seems to be some confusion as to 
what a closed shop means. I told 
you, a few moments ago, that we 
have not any union contract at the 
present time although we are main­
taining and paying our help and 
are continuing on the same basis 
that the old contract that ran out 
the first day of April provided. 

Now that contract and all of the 
labor contracts that we have had 
in the trucking industry since I 
have been associated with it, pro­
vided for a closed shop and also al­
lowed the union to maintain a 
closed membership. Now that means 
that a man comes to me and wants 
a job driving a truck. I say: "No, 
I can not hire you; there is no use 
for me to hire you. Under the pro­
visions of the contract, you can 
work seven days but the union won't 
take you in. You go and get into 
the union and come back and I will 
put you to work." Now, it does not 

make any difference how good the 
man is or how badly I need him. 

I hired one man during the war, 
who was a very good workman, my 
men were perfectly willing to work 
with him, he got along with them 
well, he worked for me for seven 
months. At the end of seven 
months, they had continually tabled 
his application, at the end of seven 
months, they sent another man 
down to take his place who I had to 
hire and tell this man: "I am sorry 
but I can't keep you, they won't 
take you into the union." 

Now, when you couple a closed 
shop to a closed membership, you 
have nothing but a union hiring 
hall. If I want a man, I call the 
union hall, they send a man down. 
I try him and if I don't like him, I 
fire him and they send another man 
down, I try him, until I find a man 
that is reason!llbly suitable to put 
onto my equipment. Now, this 
equipment that we are operating on 
the highways has been very hard to 
maintain and it is expensive. If 
you had an investment of $10,000 
in your passenger car and you had 
nothing to say about who was go­
ing to drive that passenger car, I 
wonder how many nights you would 
sleep. We have been in the posi­
tion of having the union tell us who 
we will hire, when they will work, 
when they won't work, how long we 
can keep them, if they do not pay 
their dues they get fired. I say that 
we need some protection and I say 
that this bill is little enough. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Bangor, Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I move 
the previous question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Wight, moves the 
previous question. In order for the 
Chair to entertain the motion for 
the previous question, the consent 
of one-third of the members pres­
ent must be indicated. Those in 
favor of the motion for the previous 
question will rise and remain stand­
ing until counted and the monitors 
have made and returned the count. 

A sufficient number arose. 
The SPEAKER: Obviously more 

than one-third having arisen, the 
motion for the previous question is 
entertained. 

The question before the House 
now is: Shall the main question be 
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put now? All those in favor will 
say aye; those opposed, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
main question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER: The question be­
fore the House is upon the motion 
of the gentleman from Greenville, 
Mr. Rollins, that "An Act Protect­
ing the Right of Members and Non­
members of Labor Organization to 
the Opportunity to Work (H. P. 
1652) (L. D. 1346) be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The gentleman from Gardiner, 
Mr. Tabb, has requested a division. 
Those in favor of the indefinite 
postponement of this bill will please 
rise and remain standing until 
counted and the monitors have 
made and returned the count. 

The SPEAKER: Forty-eight hav­
ing voted in the affirmative and 
eighty-two in the negative, the mo­
tion is lost. 

Thereupon, the bill wa.s passed to 
be enacted, signed by the Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

The following paper from the 
Senate was taken up out of order 
under suspension of the rules: 

Bill "An Act relating to Increas­
ing the Maximum Payment in Old 
Age Assistance" (S. P. 487) (L. D. 
1355) which was passed to be en­
grossed in the House earlier in the 
day as amended by Senate Amend­
ments "A" and "C" in non-concur­
rence. 

Came from the Senate with the 
Senate insisting on its former action 
whereby it was pa.ssed to be en­
grossed as amended by Senate 
A~endments "A", "B" and "C", and 
WIth the following Conferees ap­
pointed on its part: 
Messrs. Ha.skell of Penobscot 

Dunbar of Wa.shington 
Leavitt of Cumberland 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­

nizes the gentleman form Corinth, 
Mr. Elliott. 

Mr. Elliott: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that we insist and ask for a Com­
mittee of Conference. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Corinth, Mr. Elliott, moves 
that the House insist and join in a 
Committee of Conference. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair will 

paint on that committee: The gen-

tleman from Corinth, Mr. Elliott, 
the gentleman from Cape Elizabeth, 
Mr. Chase, and the gentleman from 
Bangor, Mr. Wight. 

The SPEAKER: At this time, on 
the disagreeing action of the two 
branches of the Legislature on Bill 
"An Act Relating to the Construc­
tion, InstalIation, Repair, Use, Op­
eration and Inspection of Elevators, 
Dump-Waiters and Escalators" (H. 
P. 1754) (L. D. 1501) the Chair will 
appoint as Conferee:: on the part 
of the House: The gentleman from 
Fairfield, Mr. Woodworth, the gen­
tleman from New Sweden, Mr. An­
derson and the gentleman from 
Gr·eenville, Mr. Rollins. 

On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm­
ington, 

Recessed until 7:45 E. S. T. 

After Recess 
7:45 P. M., E. S. T. 

The House was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the g.entleman from Farm­
ington, Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to present a Conference Re­
port. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Farmington, Mr. Mills, pre­
sents a Conference Committee Re­
port. The Clerk will read the re­
port. 

Th·e CLERK: (reading) 
Report of the Committee of Con­

ference on the disagreeing action 
of the two branches of the Legis­
lature on Bill "An Act relating to 
Tax on Cigarettes" (H. P. 635) (L. 
D. 415) reporting that the House 
adopt House Amendment "A" to 
House Amendment "A" and pass 
the Bill to be engrossed; and that 
the Senate recede from its action 
whereby it adopted Senate Amend­
ments "A" and "B" to House 
Amendment "A" and concur with 
the HOUse in the adoption of House 
Amendment "A" to House Amend­
ment "A" and pass the Bill to be 
engrossed. 

(Signed) 
Messrs. Sleeper of Rockland 

Mills of Farmington 
Marsans of Monmouth 

-Committee on 
part of House. 

Ela of Somerset 
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Noyes of Hancock 
Haskell of Penobscot 

-Committee on 
part of Senate. 

Report of the Committee was ac­
cepted. 

The SPEAKER: The House may 
be at ease while the amendment is 
being distributed. 

House at Ease 
Called to order by the Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair as­

sumes that all the members have 
read the amendment. 

Thereupon, the House voted to 
reconsider the passage of this bill 
to be engrossed. 

The House then voted to recon­
sider the adoption of House Amend­
ment "A". 

House Amendment "A" to House 
Amendment "A" was then adopted, 
and House Amendment "A" as 
amended by House Amendment "A" 
was adopted, and the bill was 
1)assed to be engrossed as amended 
md was sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair will 
state that the House is now pro­
ceeding under Orders of the Day. If 
any member has a matter which he 
wishes to dispose of, now is the time 
to do so. 

The Ohair recognizes the gentle­
man from Portland, Mr. Cole. 

Mr. COLE: I move to take from 
the table Senate Paper 551, Legis­
lative Document 1499, tabled by me 
earlier in today's session pending- an 
amendment. I believe Mr. McKeen 
has the amendment ready. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Cole, moves to 
take from the table Bill "An Act 
Relating to the Width of Trucks 
Hauling Forest Products." Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 
Mr. McKeen of Lovell, presented 

House Amendment "B" and moved 
its adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lovell, Mr. McKeen ,presents 
House Amendment "B" and moves 
its adoption. The Clerk will read the 
amendment. 

House Amendment "B" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "B" to S. P. 
551, L. D. 1499, Bill "An Act Relat­
ing to Width of Trucks Hauling 
Forest Products." 

Amend 
all after 
inserting 
lowing: 

said Bill by striking out 
the enacting clause and 
in place thereof the fol-

"K. S., c. 19, § 85, amended. The 
1st sentence of section 85 of chapter 
9 of the revised statutes, as repealed 

and replaced by section 4 of chapter 
348 of the public laws of 1947, is 
hereby repealed and the following 
enacted in place thereof: 

'No motor vehicle or trailer which 
with or without load is wider than 
96 inches over all shall be operated 
upon any way or bridge; except that 
motor vehicles or trailers hauling 
firewood, pulpwood, logs or bolts 
may be operated on any way or 
bridge if the width of the load does 
not exceed 102 inches; provided, 
however, that a strip 3 inches thick 
shall extend along the sides of the 
platform securely fastened to the 
platform of the vehicle or trailer 
in order that the load shall pitch 
to the center of said vehicle or 
trailer; and p,rovided further, that 
each vehicle or trailer shall carry a 
solid-boarded tailboard or 5 stakes 
evenly spaced of sufficient strength 
to maintain the weight of the load, 
and such load at no place along its 
length shall be higher than the 
tail board or stakes." 

House Amendment "B" was 
adopted. 

Mr. Rollins of Greenville offered 
House Amendment "A" to House 
Amendment "B" and moved its 
adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, pre­
sents House Amendment "A" to 
House Amendment "B" and moves 
its adoption. 

Is it the pleasure of the House 
to reconsider the adoption of House 
Amendment "B"? 

Calls of "No." 
The SPEAKER: All those in favor 

of reconsidering the adoption of 
House Amendment "B" will say aye; 
those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, 
A division of the House was had. 
The SPEAKER: Twenty-eight 

having voted in the affirmative and 
seventy-seven in the negative, the 
motion fails. 

Thereupon, the bill was passed to 
be engrossed. as amended in non­
concurrence and was sent up for 
concurrence. 

The SPE.\KER: The Chair would 
consent agreement, the papers will 
be sent forthWIth to the Senate. 
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The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

Mr. Hayward of Machias was 
granted unanimous consent to ad­
dress the House. 

Mr. HAYWARD: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: In these 
closing days of the present Legisla­
ture a matter of grave concern to 
the town of Leeds has come to my 
attention, and without delaying leg­
islation, a resolve passed at this time 
will remedy the situation. 

I have seen the House members 
of the Committee on Ways and 
Bridges and explained to them the 
situation. This resolve which I am 
about to present simply means a re­
allocation of money in this town. It 
will give them an opportunity to use 
the money this year. I have been 
informed that this will in no way 
delay legislation and it will not be 
necessary to refer the resolve to a 
committee. The matter pertains 
only to the town of Leeds, and of 
course it isn't controversial in any 
way. 

After unanimous consent for its 
introduction is received, I will move 
that the resolve be given its two 
several readings and be passed to 
be engrossed without reference to 
a committee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Machias, Mr. Hayward, re­
quests unanimous consent for the 
introduction of a resolve. The Clerk 
will read the title. 

The CLERK: (reading) "Resolve 
in Favor of the Town of Leeds" (H. 
P. 1756) 

The SPEAKER: Is there objec­
tion to the introduction of this re­
solve? 

The Chair hears none and it has 
been received by unanimous con­
sent. The Chair understands that 
the gentleman from Machias, Mr. 
Hayward, moves that the resolve be 
given its two several readings at 
this time and passed to be engross­
ed without reference to any com­
mittee under suspension of the rules 

Thereupon the resolve was read 
the first time in its entirety. 

Under suspension of the rules the 
resolve had its second reading and 
was passed to be engrossed with­
out reference to a committee and 
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The House may 
be at ease at this time until the 
sound of the gong. 

House at Ease 

9:45 P. M. E. S. T. 
The House was called to order 

by the Speaker. 

Enactor 
An Act relating to Taxation of 

Cigarettes, Cigars and Tobacco 
Products (H. P. 635) (L. D. 415) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Farm­
ington, Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, In order 
to give the proper background to 
this picture, to this bill, it would 
be necessary to go back and review 
the whole struggle that we have 
had during the last two weeks in 
regard to taxes. I will not do that, 
of course, because it is all so famil­
iar to all of you. 

It became very apparent, yester­
day that it was· perhaps impossible 
to get a two-thirds vote for either 
a sales or income tax. It is also 
very apparent that the State of 
Maine needs some money to operate 
on during the next two years. If 
the Maine Legislature does not ac­
cept its responsibility and provide 
that money, the end of the bien­
nium will come, the 30th of June. 
and there will not be sufficient funds 
to operate the State government. 

Among the items which it is es­
sential to provide for, it seems to 
me, is the item known as the cost 
of living increase of pay to the 
state employees. That is a mis­
nomer because it is not an increase 
at this time. it is merely continu­
ing an increase which the Special 
Session gave last year. I am sure 
that none of us want that to expire 
on the 30th of June. There are 
other very essential things which 
this Legislature should. and must. 
it seems to me, provide. 

A group met with the Governor 
last evening until two o'clock this 
morning, met again twice today, 
and it was the feeling of that group 
that the only thing that could be 
put through this Legislature by a 
two-thirds vote to take care of 
these expenditures was this tobacco 
tax bill. 

Now we are not pointing with 
pride to this tax. We think. many 
of us think. that the job should be 
done fuller and better, but you have 
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got to accept the reality that the 
two major tax bills have beaten 
themselves out. You have got to 
turn and find another loophole in 
the fence and the State of Maine 
has got to have some funds to 
operate on in the next biennium. 
Now, we want action on this and 
we want it tonight and I am speak­
ing as a Republican, I am calling 
on the Republican members of the 
Legislature to make sure that we 
get that action. 

Under this bill. the State Tax 
Assessor tells us· we can provide 
$4,311,881 for the biennium. Cer­
tain major essentials can be taken 
care of with that amount of money. 
budget adjustments for the running 
of the government for the next two 
years, which will be $1,056.948. can 
be provided for. 

It seemed to the group that met 
with the Governor, and I want to 
say that the Governor joined the 
group it was the feeling of the 
group, with the Governor having 
one vote, an equal vote with the 
rest. it was the feeling of that group 
that the first consideration would 
be the teachers' salaries, and the 
next should be the University of 
Maine, Pownal State School, fire 
protection for the Augusta State 
Hospital, the Brunswick campus of 
the University of Maine, and sev­
eral others, all could be provided 
for. Teachers' salaries to the amount 
of $2,000,000, for each year. That 
is not all. of course, that this Legis­
lature wanted to do but it does 
come up to the program as enunci­
ated by the Governor in his budget 
message earlier in the session. I 
may say that the program based on 
this amount of money does meet his 
budget requirements and requests 
and goes some beyond. 

Now. as I said before, this is not 
a perfect bill, and that has been 
said of every tax measure that has 
been up here. There has not been 
a tax measure placed before this 
Legislature which, when reviewed 
after its critics had finished with 
it. did not look pretty weak, if all 
the arguments were taken as full 
and true. I say that this is prob­
ably the best that we can do at this 
time and it will run the State for 
the biennium. 

Now. there is nothing, absolutely 
nothing, to preclude further action 
on tax measures after this bill has 
gone through, if it does indeed go 
through. There is nothing to pre­
clude us from considering other 

measures and providing for the 
other bills which have passed 
through this House and have gone 
through the Senate, nearly through 
the Senate. I hope that you will 
accept your responsibility and will 
pass this bill tonight. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Allen. 

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: On two pre­
vious occasions, I have risen in this 
House and perhaps in rather sharp 
words I have expressed my personal 
opinion on a miscellaneous tax such 
as this. I have attacked the mis­
cellaneous tax as a patch-work 
proposition, the kind of legislation 
we were not sent down here to pass. 
I have read to you a resolution 
passed by the Young Republicans of 
the State of Maine at Waterville, 
last summer, stating that they felt 
the State should broaden its tax 
program and take steps to improve 
a system which for one hundred 
years, practi·eally, has resisted any 
modernization. My personal opin­
ion. tonight, is the same as it has 
always been. 

We are comng down, as has been 
said many times before in the last 
week. to our nineteenth or twentieth 
week of the longest session in our 
State history. My primary concern 
and yours has been that the State 
should function; my primary con­
cern is that our bills should be paid 
as I would pay my own and as you 
would pay your own bills. I am 
concerned. first, naturally, with 
some such items as have been men­
tioned by the gentleman from 
Farmington. 

What about this bill before us? 
I would like to point out, at this 
time, that this tobacco tax before 
you has quite a few loopholes. I 
understand that in the State of 
New Hampshire, the dealers buy a 
box of cigars and pay their tax and 
then they come down to the State 
of Maine to buy cigars to fill up 
that box. It is a very difficult tax 
to collect. I understand that if this 
tax goes into effect here in Maine, 
the vending machines, which are 
built only up to carry the twenty 
cent load, could not carry a twenty­
one cent load. Vending machines 
are impossible to get. I question, 
and I know the proponent of this 
measure probably has checked his 
figures, but I consider them very 
very optimistic. ' 

What shall we do here tonight? 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE, MAY 8, 1947 1815 

That is our question. This cigar­
ette tax, I shall have to vote for 
if it means that We are not going 
to get revenue from anything else, 
but let me tell you that I do not 
intend to go home from this Leg­
islature wj'hout accepting more of 
a program than this and I accept 
the cigarette tax as perhaps half a 
program. 

Editorials in our newspapers, let­
ters, and individual calls make me 
believe that the people of this 
State would respect us more if we 
have the courage, and I have said 
this before and I say it again, to 
face our problems squarely and not 
duck because we are afraid of the 
political consequences in the next 
election. They would have more 
respect for this Legislature if it 
will brace up, instead of being a 
weak-kneed group, and pass some 
major tax legislation. How can this 
be done? That remains to be seen. 
We might pass the sales tax with­
out the emergency and print on the 
ballot some of the milllons of dol­
lars worth of bills which are lying 
in the other Branch and which will 
die tonight under the axe if we pass 
only the cigarette tax. 

Gentlemen, I still think this is 
bum legislation, a patch-work prop­
osition. I shall vote for it because 
we need the money and we have got 
to have it, but I do not think any 
of us can be too proud of it. I think 
it is like putting a tire on your car 
that has had four or five different 
patches and hoping it will take you 
a thousand miles and it might bust 
down in five. This will get us 
through the emergency, but legis­
latures in the State of Maine for 
years have been passing the buck. 
I say to you, yes, gO along with this 
cigarette tax, tonight, but our job 
is not through. We can not go 
home until we do something. This 
is only half a loaf. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am not 
willing to go along on this tobacco 
tax as an answer to the problem 
which those who met decided that 
they would hand out as a Republi­
can policy, for the simple reason 
that they tell us it will embrace 
four million dollars. It will; it may, 
but remember, already, two cents 
of that tax is already tied into your 
old ag·e assistance. So there is two 
million dollars. 

I have told you that I have been 
in this Legislature four sessions and 
that we have patched the roof every 
time by sliding a shingle up in to 
stop the leak, and I am tired of 
that. I would rather go home with­
out any revenue whatsoever and let 
those who did not have the courage 
of their convictions sweat it out 
when they rub elbows with their 
constituents back home. As far as 
I am conc·erned, if this is the best 
that the Republican Party can of­
fer us in the way of tax revenue, 
you can count me as a Bolshevik 
or anything you want, but I cer­
tainly won't be a member of the 
Republican Party that cannot offer 
anything better than that. 

So far as I am concerned, this 
thing has sold everybody short; it 
has sold your State employees 
short; it has sold your teachers 
short; it has sold your citizens at 
home short and, in fact ,it has sold 
your Legislature short because you 
have not the courage of your con­
victions. 

Now, the bills that you have on 
your table, on our tables, probably 
involve around $10,000,000. I will 
say to you that I do not feel that 
all of those are necessary to pass 
but, if you pass this tax and go 
home satisfied that you have done 
a job, I want to tell you the things 
that are gOing to happen. 

In the first place, you have not 
got too much money for your teach­
ers, all your military and National 
Guard are washed out, the Univer­
sity of Maine program is cut in half, 
which compels the UniVersity of 
Maine to close Brunswick. You will 
cut out your fire protection for the 
Augusta State Hospital; your aid 
to your blind, all of your institu­
tions. In fact, there are very few 
things that are not going to take a 
cut across the board. 

Now, as I have said to you, if this 
is the best program that is to be of­
fered, I would much rather go home 
and do with what we have until you 
have contacted your constituents 
and are ready to come back to do 
the job that yOU are expected to do. 
To me it seems a good deal as if 
you had four panes of glass out 
of the house; you put two in and 
you leave the other two out and in 
two years time you will then raise 
revenue to put the other two in. 

I told you the other day that dur­
ing the war the Federal Government 
extracted from the citizens of Maine 
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$150,000,000 for four years, yet when 
they ask you, today, to raise any­
where from four to six million dol­
lars a year, you shudder at the 
thought. A very short while ago, the 
Democratic party leader offered to 
sit across the table and compromise 
or at least talk the thing over. So 
far as I know, no offer has been 
made to take this offer of theirs 
up. I believe that they do not con­
sider themselves as party Democrats 
to obstruct everything but I feel 
that they, with you and me, as 
citizens, are interested in the wel­
fare uf the State of Maine. I say 
to you that that is one bet we have 
overlooked so far. 

Now, as far as I am concerned, I 
am willing to compromise up to the 
point where everything is sabotaged, 
so far as I am concerned this does 
nothing but sabotage the whole pro­
gram. 

So, I say to you, so far as I am 
personally concerned, if this is the 
best that we have to offer, I am 
perfectly willing to go home and let 
things rest as the budget recum­
mended them, and I feel sure that 
when we are called back that we will 
vote the necessary funds. By that 
time those uf you whO' have said 
that if you felt that there was suffi­
cient reason to raise these funds, 
-and we on the Appropriations 
Committee have tried to show you 
that many of these funds are neces­
sary - by that time you will have 
found that you have a hole so big 
that this Cigarette tax will nut fill 
it and you have got to go out in the 
tax field and broaden the tax. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I under­
stood my colleague, Mr. Brewer, to 
say that part of the money which 
would be collected under this bill 
would be available for old age as­
sistance. I fear that the gentleman 
has not read the bill. If he will read 
Section 205, it says: "Allocatiun of 
tax: The revenue derived from the 
tax controlled by the Provisions of 
Sections 186 to 205, inclusive, shall 
be credited to the general fund of 
the state." I think we should all go 
along with this measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Mon­
mouth, Mr. Marsans. 

Mr. MARSANS: Mr. Speaker, I 
also feel it necessary to correct one 
or two impressions left by the gen-

tleman from Presque Isle, Mr. 
Brewer. 

Although I am not very proud of 
this particular tax, this is no time 
for us to be scolding others. and 
this is the only thing we can seize 
upon at the present time to carry 
the necessary load. 

The University of Maine has been 
taken care of in two different in­
stances, in one case to the amount 
of $350,O()0 for general operations, 
and, in the other instance, for their 
Science and Engineering building, 
$400,000; one from this measure and 
the other from the post-war re­
serve. The fire protection for your 
State Hospital is included in this, 
and some of our institutions -
Pownal construction is taken care 
of for $400,000 out of the post-war 
reserve. 

So there are many items that are 
definitely taken care of, more than 
we can tell you at the present time, 
because we do not know to what 
extent the measures calling for 
money will be passed. It will be a 
guess. Naturally some will have to 
fall under the axe, and others will 
pass. We are not raising enough 
to take care of all of them. That 
has been our feeling in the past -
those who fonowed through and 
voted for all tax measures wanted 
to see the feelings of the Legisla­
ture. Apparently they have been 
expressed, and this is the only way, 
apparently, that we can go along 
with it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Mount 
Desert, Mr. Savage. 

Mr. SAVAGE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I feel that 
we should pass this bill at this time, 
that is, enact it as an emergency 
measure. I have not much enthu­
siasm for it. Nevertheless, it is the 
only tangible thing we have in 
sight. We may consider something 
else later, if we wish, but I think 
it will be a grave mistake not to 
enact this, tonight. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from portland, 
Mr. McG~auftin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speak­
er, I expect to go along with this 
bill because it seems to be the only 
thing in sight at the present mo­
ment but I want to say that I think 
we are only half doing the job. I 
am amazed that a bunch of intelli­
gent men, such as we have here,­
and you are intelligent gentlemen-
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can nat agree to' pass a tax that will 
meet the situatian. The reasan we 
can not dO' it is because same af 
you will not lay aside your preju­
dices, and it is purely prejudice, 
against the sales tax. If we had a 
mind to' naw, we cauld pass a twa 
cent sales tax and take care of this 
whale propositian. :r am very much 
disappainted that with the brains 
that we have gat here and the caur­
age that I knaw yau have, that 
we can nat agree an samething that 
will salve this prablem. As it is, if 
all we pass is this measure, then 
we are going hame to' tell the peaple 
that, as I illustrated the ather day 
in my talk an the sales tax, "we 
did not have backbane enaugh to 
gO' any further than Pittsfield; we 
cauld not gO' to' Bangor." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman fram Bath, Mr. 
McClure. 

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, what 
my calleague fram Partland, Mr. 
McGlaufiin, has said is true alsO' an 
the incame tax. Yesterday, we 
defeated an income tax and a sales 
tax. We have been here aver faur 
manths and aur leaders, during that 
time, were unable to give us a pro­
gram far these tax measures. Yet, 
in less than twenty-four haurs, we 
have it salved, apparently. If we 
can nat present a better tax bill 
than this, perhaps came together a 
little bit an an income tax and a 
sales tax, cambine them in such a 
way that it will be easy an bath 
sides, let us divide it. I will gO' alang 
with my calleague fram Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer, whO' has served 
an these cammittees and has been 
here over faur years and warked 
hard. I think, gentlemen, that we 
have been called a Hause af re­
cansideratian. This bill can be 
recansidered if we can not find a 
better ane. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman fram Rackland, 
Mr. Sleeper. 

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Hause: Unfartu­
nately, ar fartunately, any way yau 
want to' laak at it, this bill has 
been called the "Sleeper Bill." The 
bill was nat canceived by me ar 
even spawned by me, it was rescued 
by me on its way to' oblivian. I felt 
that we shauld have same farm af 
taxatian to' meet the pressing needs 
af the State until we cauld arrive 
at this great pragressive financing 
of the State's expenses. 

I have maintained fram the start 
that I wauld nat vate far any bill 
that would nat gO' back to' the 
peaple far a vate, and I still feel 
that way with the passible excep­
tian af this ane bill. I have yielded 
to' the oratary af the gentleman 
fram Partland, whO' said that we 
have gat to' dO' something and I 
vated far an incame tax; I was left 
alone in that. Naw, I am willing to' 
gO' alang with this to' fill the gap. 

If the Members of this Hause 
still feel that the people of this 
State want a sales tax, pass the 
sales tax with a referendum clause 
to' it. If everyane wants it, there is 
nO' harm in trying it. We can pass 
a two per cent sales tax with a 
referendum clause, put it to' the 
peaple and, after they adapt it and 
the incame starts arriVing from it, 
we can drap this fool measure. But 
until that time arrives, the leaders 
af the Legislature, same minds in 
anather body say, "We can make 
the Hause pass the sales tax," but 
I daubt it very much under the 
twa-thirds vate. We are willing to' 
caaperate; we are willing to' try. 
I have said and I knaw athers have 
felt that they did nat want to pass 
any tax, but I feel that the State 
is entitled to' same cansideratian. 
I think the teachers are entitled to' 
same cansideratian; the emplayees 
certainly are entitled to that cast 
af living increase; the pensian fund 
should be kept an and many ather 
warthy measures we have here. So 
I am willing, and I feel that others 
are willing tao, to' go alang with 
this cigarette tax. It is a tax but 
it is taxing a habit; it is nat taxing 
the baby's milk ar bread, it is a 
tax an tabacca and can easily be 
carried. 

Sa, Mr. Speaker and Members of 
the Hause, I hope that this Hause 
will go along an this measure and 
give it the twa-thirds vote. I am 
perfectly willing and I think many 
af the rest af us are, if other peaple 
feel that we shauld embark an a 
program af a sales tax ar an incame 
tax, I will forget all my pramises 
far the future and gO' along with 
thase as lang as they gO' back to 
the pea pIe and, further than that, 
I will nat pass bills here and then 
go and scuttle them afterwards; I 
will try to' get them passed an the 
referendum. 

Mr. Speaker, I move that when 
this vote is taken, it be taken by 
the yea and nay. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
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nizes the gentleman from Anson, 
Mr. Sharpe. 

Mr. SHARPE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Several 
members have inferred that they do 
not like this bill yet they are going 
along with it. Now, I, for one, am 
not going along with it. I am not 
going along with it because I do 
not like it. I do not like it because 
it is no good. I am willing to go 
along with my vote to partiCipate 
in the enactment of an adequate tax 
measure. I am just as anxious to 
go home as anybody else here, but 
I am willing to stay here another 
month or another two months if it 
is necessary in order to pass a con­
structive tax measure. I am will­
ing to help do a good job but I am 
not willing to be a party to the 
doing of half a job. I will not be 
a party to it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, in 
answer to my friend, Mr. Wight, of 
Bangor in saying that I did not read 
the bill, I happen to have read the 
bill, but I do want to call to the 
attention of the House that in this 
particular bill it has crossed out. 
I said two per cent of the cigarette 
tax was already allocated for your 
old age assistance and I still main­
tain that it is right even though 
it is turned into the fund, because 
you have already depended upon 
that and that amount, anyway, will 
have to be used for old age assist­
ance. And I will say to you that 
that is where a cent of your cig­
arette tax has gone, because in the 
bill it is crossed out, and it says 
"provided, however, that there shall 
always be available for old age as­
sistance State money to an amount 
not less than the revenue derived 
from the cigarette tax." 

Now, I say that that money is 
set up; you are not going to be able 
to duck that issue; it will be used 
for that. In answer to Mr. Mar­
sans on the $350,000, I think, if you 
will remember rightly, that that was 
the bill that I signed the minority 
report on, and when it came be­
fore the House, I voted for the in­
crease of $700,000 which was twice 
$350,000. The reason that I voted 
for that bill was the fact that when 
that bill came into committee-I 
am not defending myself, but I am 
going to tell you what I told you 
before, what I think it was-that 
bill laid in committee probably 

nearly two months signed before it 
was put out, and at that time we 
decided that we were not gOing to 
have any money so we were going 
to use the axe. And at a little later 
date we decided that we were going 
to sell the bill on the merits of the 
thing. I will admit that I was wrong 
in not telling my committee that I 
was going to reverse my position 
but, neverethless, under that set-up 
I felt justified in doing it. And I 
do want to say to you that the 
$350,000 for the Brunswick campus 
is about half what they need and I 
will say to you that under your tax 
you will find that that probably will 
be cut out because I do not believe 
they can operate on it. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Noble­
boro, Mr. Palmer. 

Mr. PALMER: Mr. Speaker, if my 
memory serves me correctly, ap­
proximately two weeks ago we had 
in this House, in the evening, a 
mock session. At that time, two 
gentlemen from the House came in 
as hunters and they were seeking 
big game and after a lengthy trip 
through the fir trees in the well of 
the House, they shot a mouse. 

About four months ago, we came 
to the Legislature to provide money 
for essential services to the citizens 
of the State of Maine, which is 
what government is for and we 
have fooled around, as did those 
gentlemen, in the forest of con­
fusion and, tonight, we are going 
to take home our mouse. 

r think we have another lesson, 
too. When the first vote on the 
gasoline tax was taken, it did not 
have much more support than two 
of the ma.ior tax bills for the gen­
eral fund. But with proper support, 
it passed this morning by one hun­
dred and one votes. I simply call 
to your attention those two lessons, 
which I think we have learned in 
this session. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Meloon. 

Mr. MELOON: Mr. Speaker, I 
also am not satisfied with half a 
loaf. I think that we are evading 
the responsibility with which we 
were charged and which we accept­
ed when we were elected to a seat in 
this House and I, like many others, 
feel that. if this is the only thing 
and the best thing that we can do, 
I shall return to my people in deep 
humiliation. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Fort 
Kent, Mr. Cousins. 

Mr. COUSINS: Mr. Speaker, I am 
a young Republican, in this House 
the youngest Republican. I came 
down here this winter and I was 
told that during your first term you 
were to take it easy, look around for 
leadership, and things would go 
well. I have looked around. Evi­
dently the fog in the City of Au­
gusta is very, very thick. I can not 
see anything. I am not going to 
vote for this cigarette tax. I will 
vote for a sales tax; I will vote for 
an income tax and, if we finally de­
feat both of them, then I will vote 
for a cigarette tax, as a last resort, 
but I will hold my nose when I do 
it. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Chelsea, 
Mr. Harris. 

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker, it has 
seemed to be the intent of some of 
the speakers here to put the blame 
of not passing legislation on the op­
ponents of the sales tax. I was 
pleased that the gentleman from 
Presque Isle mentioned the fact 
that the Government collected 
$150,000,000 a year from the State 
of Maine. They did not do it with 
the sales tax. Now, there are many 
of us here who oppose a sales tax 
and want an income tax and I think 
if the opponents of the income tax 
would go as far as we opponents 
of the sales tax would go, we could 
have a revenue tax from the two. 
But I can not see any prospect of 
us getting either, and, rather than 
go home with nothing, I will vote 
for this cigarette tax. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Monticello, Mr. Day. 

Mr. DAY: Mr. Speaker and Mem­
bers of the House: I have tried to 
make it my policy if I could not 
speak good of anything or any per­
son, I would say nothing, so that 
is what I am saying about this bill. 
I am saying nothing, but I am say­
ing to the Members of this Legis­
lature, I am disappointed in them, 
some of them, and I think that the 
finger of shame is pointing at us to­
night and, if we go home with 
nothing more than this tax to take 
care of the expenditures of this 
State, I say to you, Members of this 
Legislature, may God have mercy 
on your poor souls. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Finnegan. 

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am going 
to be very, very brief. I have stated 
my objections to both the major 
sales tax measures which have been 
introduced, and let no man question 
my courage as to whether I dare 
to pass either one of those two meas­
ures. I have no political aspirations 
and my decision not to go along with 
either one of them was. based on 
the conviction that they are both 
unsound at this time. 

We are asking a major change in 
our system of taxation with some 
bills that have not been read, really; 
they have not been read through. 

That income tax bill was never 
read through until they discovered, 
yesterday, that it was not operative 
until 1949. So let us not quibble 
about not passing that one. 

And in the matter of the sales 
tax, we are not in the plight that 
many of us are talking about. I am 
not ashamed of passing this ciga­
rette tax. Your have another alter­
native, too: you could put a couple 
of mills on here but it has been lob­
bied by the municipal associations 
to the effect that they attribute a 
couple of mills, which costs practic­
ally nothing, which you can not 
figure in your property tax, as 
though that is the burden that you 
are bearing on this property tax 
proposition. To me it is so simple 
and so stupid that it should be fed 
only to adolescent minds and it is 
about time that we woke up and 
figured that out for ourselves. 

Two mills on a thousand dollars 
is two dollars

i
' it is not one hundred 

and two dol ars; it is not eighty 
dollars, it is not these high taxes 
that we are talking about. For the 
love of beans, let us do something 
about this thing and pass out of this 
adolescent stage. We are holding a 
mock session here; we have been 
holding it. We move today for one 
thing; we reconsider it tomorrow. 
It is about time we made up our 
minds and either adjourn and go 
home or pass this. I go along with 
this cigarette tax and I also hope 
that we will have courage enough 
to debunk those people who have 
been telling us that this mill tax is 
such a mill-stone that we should 
not consider it and if we go home 
we will be shot. I will take a chance 
on being shot on that one. So I go 
along with this cigarette tax. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr. 
McClure. 

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to say that I hate to 
argue again with my friend, Mr. 
Finnegan, but I feel that the real 
estate taxpayer in the State of 
Maine is paying enough. In all our 
small towns they keep adding mills; 
they do in our cities. This bill has 
been changed and that bill has been 
changed, why can not the Taxa­
tion Committee change the income 
tax bill? Or the sales tax bill? I 
would definitely be against any ad­
dition of real estate tax in the 
State of Maine. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Green­
ville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I do not 
speak as a novice in this House. I 
have been here four sessions and 
I have probably put in as many tax 
bills as any man sitting in this 
House. I had no tax bills this time. 
Some of them asked me where was 
my tax bill. I said: "No, boys, that 
is your problem." Figure it out. 

Gentlemen, if there is any finger 
pointing anywheres, it is on the 
Committee on Taxation. After four 
months of deliberation, they bring 
out the concoction of bills that we 
have had before us. Four months, 
and then they bring out something 
that is unreadable, unworkable. We 
should have had those bills out here 
two months ago. We could have 
amended them; we could have 
tabled them; we could have taken 
them off again; turned them 
around, and reconsidered a half a 
dozen times, and perhaps we could 
have got a bill. And, gentlemen, 
as far as I stand on the cigarette 
tax, you can read the record. I 
was here when we first adopted the 
Cigarette tax and when we in­
creased it; I opposed it every time, 
down to the last ditch. But, tonight, 
as a last resort, I am going to vote 
"yes" on the Cigarette tax and I 
hope the House will go along and, 
Mr. Speaker, I now move the previ­
ous question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, has 
moved the previous question. In 
order for the Chair to entertain the 
motion for previous question it re­
quires the consent of one-third of 
the members present. All those in 
favor of the Chair entertaining the 

motion for the previous question 
will please rise and stand in their 
places until counted and the moni­
tors have made and returned the 
count. 

A sufficient number arose. 
The SPEAKER: Obviously more 

than one-third having arisen, the 
motion for the previous question is 
entertained. 

The question before the House 
now is: Shall the main question be 
put now? 

Mr. MILLS of Farmington: Mr. 
Speaker, may I address myself to 
this question. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may do so. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I hope 
that the main question will not be 
put now. If there is another man 
in this House who wishes to be 
heard on this subject, I hope that 
the House will give him the chance 
to be heard. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Lewiston, 
Mr. Doucette. 

Mr. DOUCIETTE: Mr. Speaker, 
before the main question is put be­
fore the House, I would like to be 
given permission to address the 
House. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may debate whether or not the 
main question shall be put now and 
not the main question. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr. 
McClure. 

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, not 
many weeks ago I heard my col­
league, Mr. Rollins, get up on his 
feet and defend a man's oppor­
tunity to speak in this House. I 
am a novice in this House, and I 
believe that if any man wants to 
speak on this, it is important 
enough to hear him. That is what 
his people send him here for. Mem­
bers, I believe he should have that 
opportunity. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Green­
ville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I have 
brought this question up several 
times when it has been brought up, 
the motion to move the previous 
question. I have fought for a man's 
right to speak and then voted 
against him. I may do the same 
tonight. I trust that the motion 
before the House does not prevail. 
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The SPEAKER: Does any other 
Member wish to debate the ques­
tion? 

The pending question is: Shall 
the main question be put now? All 
those in favor will say aye; those 
opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Lew­
iston, Mr. Doucette. 

Mr. DOUCETTE: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: This 
cigarette tax bill which you are, this 
evening, at the present time, trying 
to pass-if you will go along with 
me as I speak to you, you are go­
ing to find that about eighteen 
months ago this same question was 
put up to the people of the State 
of Maine in regard to paying a 
bonus to the soldiers, and the peo­
ple practically defeated this ciga­
rette tax, two to one, because of the 
fact that the soldiers, themselves, 
would have to pay back two or 
three times what they would have 
received from this tax. This morn­
ing, in the Senate, they defeated a 
bonus bill. I am just giving to you 
an illustration of what would hap­
pen if you put this bill on a refer­
endum vote in front of the people. 
What they would do to it? You 
have the power; you have the pow­
er in this House. I am a Democrat 
but, nevertheless, I did present this 
bill for the interests of the service 
men. You have power to enact, 
through legislation, a sales tax, an 
income tax. Why don't you do it? 
Are you going to keep us here for 
two more months. Buck up! Work! 
Do something for your people, be­
cause of the fact that they are 
working and they are waiting for 
your actions, ladies and gentlemen. 
That is all. (Applause) 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The question before the House is 
upon the passage of this matter to 
be enacted. This bill, having had 
its three several readings in the 
House and having been passed to be 
engrossed, and having had its two 
several readings in the Senate and 
having been passed to be engrossed, 
and the Committee on Engrossed 
Bills having reported that it is truly 
and strictly engrossed, is it now the 
pleasure of the House that it pass 
to be enacted? 

This being an emergency measure, 
it requires for its passage the af­
firmative vote of two-thirds of the 

entire elected membership of the 
House. 

The gentleman from Rockland, 
Mr. Sleeper, has requested a yea and 
nay vote. In order for the Chair 
to entertain the yea and nay vote, 
the desire of one-fifth of the mem­
bers present must be indicated. 
Those in favor of a yea and nay 
vote will please rise. 

A sufficient number arose. 
The SPEAKER: Obviously more 

than one-fifth having arisen, the 
yea and nay vote is in order. 

While the Clerk is calling the roll 
it will be necessary for the members 
and the guests to be quiet so that 
the correct vote may be recorded. 

The question before the House is 
upon the passage of this measure to 
be enacted as an emergency, An 
Act relating to Taxation of Ciga­
rettes, Cigars and Tobacco Products 
(H. P. 635) (L. D. 415) 

All those in favor of its passage 
to be enacted as an emergency will 
say aye and those opposed will say 
no as the Clerk calls the roll. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

YEA-Adams, Allen, Ames, Ander­
son, Atherton, Bell, Benn, Berry, 
Berryman, Bickford, Boulier, Bove, 
Bowker, Broggi, Brown, Baileyville; 
Brown, Milford; Brown, Unity; Brown, 
Wayne; Burgess, Burton, Byron, 
Campbell, Carville, Chase, Cape Eliza­
beth; Chase, Limington; Clements, 
Collins, Curtis, Daniels, Dean. De­
Sanctis. Dicker, Elliott. Ellis. Emerson. 
Finnegan. Fitch, Foley, Fowler. Fuller. 
Buckfield; Gallant. Gray. Hall. Ham­
mond, Harris. Haskell. Hatch. Hay­
ward. Heanssler. Hobbs, Holt. House. 
Jennings. Jordan. Saco; Jordan, So. 
Portland; Judkins. Kent, Laughton. 
Lee. Legard, Lombard. MacPherson, 
Marsans. Marshall. McGlauftin. Mc­
Gown. McKeen. Mills. Morison. 
Nichols. Patterson, Payson. Peirce. 
Perkins, Plummer. Randall. Rankin. 
Robbins. Rollins. Ross. Russell. Sar­
gent. Savage. Seeger. Silsby. Sleeper. 
Smart, Smith. Exeter; Snow, Stearns. 
Sterling, Stetson. Sweetser, Tabb, 
Thomas, Torrey. Turner, Wight, Wil­
liams. Auburn; Williams. Topsham; 
Woodbury, Woodworth. 

NAY- Brewer. Cadorette. Carey. 
Christensen, Cormier, Cousins, Day, 
Dostie, Lewiston; Dostie, Winslow; 
Doucette, Dufour, Fuller, Hallowell; 
Hanson, Jalbert, Johnston, Kelly, 
Labbe, Lacharite. Leavitt, Longstaff. 
Lord, Malenfant, Martin, McClure, 
Meloon, Moreau, Moulton, Muskie, 
Nadeau, Palmer, Palmeter, Poulin, 
Rich. Sharpe, Smith, Westbrook; 
Thompson, Violette, Webber, Weeks. 
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ABSENT-Bird, Cole, Dorsey, Les­
sard, Prout, st, Pierre, Tremblay. 

Yes 102, No 39, Absent 7. 
The SPEAKER: One hundred and 

two having voted in the affirmative 
and thrity-nine having voted in the 
negative seven members being ab­
sent, the bill has been passed to be 
enacted as an emergency measure, 
and will be signed by the Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. BYRON of Hollis: Mr. Speak­
er - -

The SPEAKER: For what purpose 
does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. BYRON: For the purpose of 
reconsideration, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may proceed. 

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that we reconsider our action of yes­
terday whereby we indefinitely post­
poned House Paper 1742, Legislative 
Document 1489, and I further move 
that my motion be laid upon the 
table. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Hollis, Mr. Byron, move that 
the House reconsider its action of 
yesterday whereby it indefinitely 
postponed "An Act Imposing a Per­
sonal Income Tax to Raise Addi­
tional Revenue" House Paper 1742, 
Legislative Document 1489, and the 
same gentleman moves that his mo­
tion be laid on the table, 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker - -

The SPEAKER: The motion to 
lay on the table is not debatable, 
Sir. 

Mr. MILLS: In regard to assign­
ing a time, I would like to make 
the motion that this be assigned 
for later in today's session so it will 
be exactly in order with the last 
reconsideration which was request­
ed. 

The SPEAKER: The first gentle­
man must assign a time for his mo­
tion to reconsider. 

Mr, BYRON: Until later in to­
day's session, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The same gentle­
man moves that it be assigned for 
later in today's session. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

Calls of "No" and "Yes". 
The SPEAKER: All those in favor 

of the motion of the gentleman 
from Hollis, Mr. Byron, that his 
motion be laid on the table and be 
specially assigned for later in to­
day's session will say aye; those 
opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken. the 
motion prevailed. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm­
ington, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to­
morrow morning, E. S. T. 




