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HOUSE

Tuesday, May 6, 1947

The House met according to ad-
journment, and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Shibley Malouf
of Hallowell.

Journal of yesterday read and
approved.

Papers from the Senate
Prom the Senate: The following

Communication:

STATE OF MAINE

SENATE CHAMBER

May 5, 1947.

Honorable Harvey R. Pease
Clerk of the House
93rd Legislature
Sir:

Pursuant to Joint Rule No. 8,
the House is informed that the
“Ought Not to Pass” Report from
the Committee on Taxation on (H.
P. 1591) (L. D. 1242) Bill “An Act
Relating to a Severance Tax on
Forest Stumpage in Organized
Towns,” was today adopted in the
Senate. In the House on April 18th,
this bill was recommitted to the
Committee on TaXxation.

Respectfully,
(Signed) CHESTER T. WINSLOW
Secretary.
The Communication was read and
ordered placed on file.

Senate Reports of Committees
Ought to Pass in New Draft
Report of the Committee on In-
land Fisheries and Game on Bill
“An Act relating to Veteran’s Per-
mit to Hunt and Pish Free” (S. P.
178) (L. D. 523) which was re-
committed reporting same in a new
draft (S. P. 547) (L. D. 1484) under
same title and that it “Ought to

pass”

Came from the Senate with the
Report read and the Bill passed to
be engrossed.

In the House, Report was read
and accepted in concurrence, and
the Bill had its two several readings.

Mr. Atherton of Bangor, offered
House Amendment “A” and moved
its adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to S. P.
547, L. D. 1484, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Veteran’'s Permit to Hunt
and Fish Free.”
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Amend said Bill by striking out
in the 2nd line of that part desig-
nated “VIIL” the word “resident”
and inserting in place thereof the
word ‘veteran’.

Further amend subsection VIIIL.
by inserting after the word “dis-
charge” in the 6th line of said
subsection the words ‘of such vet-
eran’.

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out the underlined word ‘‘per-
sons” in the 1st line of the third
paragraph of said Bill and inserting
in place thereof the underlined word
‘veterans’.

House Amendment “A” was adop-
ted and the Bill was assighed for
third reading tomorrow morning.

Report of the Committee on Mo-
tor Vehicles on Bill “An Act Ex-
empting Certain Independent Con-
tractors from the Regulations in re
Motor Vehicles Used in Intrastate
Traffic” (S. P. 338) (L. D. 965) re-
porting same in a new draft (S. P.
546) (L. D. 1485) under same title
and that it “Ought to pass”

Came from the Senate with the
Report read and accepted and the
Bill passed to be engrossed.

In the House, Report was read
and accepted in concurrence, and
the Bill had its two several read-
ings and was assigned for third
reading tomorrow morning.

Orders

Mr. Perkins from Boothbay Har-
bor, presented the following Order
and moved its passage:

ORDERED, that House Rule 24

be amended by adding at the end
thereof the following:
‘While the House is in session only
members and officers of the House
and officers of the Senate on official
business shall be admitted inside
the rail, except members of the
press, who shall occupy places at
the press table.

The SPEAKER: This being an
amendment to the House Rules, it
will be laid on the table and as-
signed for tomorrow morning.

On motion by Mr, Mills of Farm-
ington, it was

ORDERED, that Rev. Harding
W. Gaylord of Farmington be in-
vited to officiate as Chaplain of the
House tomorrow, May Tth.

Passed to be Engrossed
Bill “An Act relating to Pensions
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or Annuities of Deceased Teachers”
(8. P. 233) (L. D. 644) X
Was reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed and sent up for concurrence.

Tabled and Assigned

Bill “An Act to Amend the Pen-
sion Law for Members of Police and
Fire Departments of the city of Wa-
terville” (S. P. 545) (L. D. 1472)

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Water-
ville, Mr. Muskie.

Mr. MUSKIE: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: There is a
technical error in this Lill, in the
new draft, which should be amend-
ed, and I move, therefore, that it be
tabled and assigned for tomorrow
morning pending the amendment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
state that if the bill receives its
third reading, it could be tabled
pending passage to be engrossed.

Thereupon, the bill received its
third reading and on motion by Mr.
Muskie, the bill was tabled pending
passage to be engrossed and was
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.

Passed to be Engrossed

Resolve in favor of Hugh J. An-
drews, of Waterville (S. P. 30) (L.
D. 1481)

Resolve in favor of Nora B. West
of Steuben (8. P. 39) (L. D. 1480)

Resolve to Provide Funds for Con-
struction and Improvement of Ban-
gor Airport in Old Town (H. P.
1642) (L. D. 1328)

Were reported by the Committee
cn Bills in the Third Reading, read
the second time, and passed to be
engrossed and sent to the Senate.

Amended Bill

Resolve in favor of Harold G. Wy-
man of Pittston (S. P. 119) (L. D.
1482)

Was reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the second time, passed to be en-
grossed as amended and sent to the
Senate.

Conference Report

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Mon-
mouth, Mr. Marsans.

Mr. MARSANS: Mr. Speaker, I
submit a report of a Committee on
Conference.
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The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Monmouth, Mr. Marsans, sub-
mits a Conference Report.

Report of the Committee of Con-
ference on the dissagreeing action
of the two branches of the Legisla-
ture on

Bill “An Act to Amend the Char-
ter of Winthrop Water District” (H.
P. 1640) (L. D. 1324) reporting that
the Committee is unable to agree.

(Signed)

Messrs. Marsans of Monmouth
Collins of Caribou
Carville of Eustis

—Committee on part of House.
Batchelder of York
Noyes of Hancock
Savage of Somerset
—Cominittee on part of Senate.

Report was read and accepted

and sent up for concurrence.

On motion by Mrs. Hatch of Mi-
not, House Rule 25 was suspended
for the remainder of today’s ses-
sion, in order to permit smoking.

The SPEAKER: The Chair at this
time notes in the balcony the pres-
ence of the Public Administration
Class of Bowdoin College, and on
behalf of the Members of this House,
the Chair bids you gentlemen wel-
come here this morning. (Applause)

Conference Report

Report of the Committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing action
of the two branches of the Legisla-
ture on

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
aries of Various Officers of Frank-
lin County” (H. P. 1698) (L. D.
1415) reporting that both branches
recede from their former positions
and pass the Bill to be engrossed
as amended by House Amendment
“A” submitted therewith.

(Signed)

Messrs. Mills of Farmington
Berryman of Sidney
Palmer of Nobleboro

—Committee on part of House.
Crosby of Franklin
Dunbar of Washington
Cleaves of Cumberland

—Committee on part of Senate.

Report was read and accepted.

Thereupon the House reconsidered
its action of April 23rd whereby
the Bill was passed to be engrossed.
House Amendment “A” was read by
the Clerk as follows:
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House Amendment “A” to H. P,
1698, L. D. 1415, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to the Salaries of Varlou.s Of-
ficers of Franklin County.

Amend said Bill by stnkmg out

all after the enacting clause and in-
serting in place thereof the follow-
ing:
“R. S., ¢. 79, § 269, amended. That
part of the 5th paragraph of section
269 of chapter 79 of the revised stat-
utes, as amended by section 5 of
chapter 161 of the public laws of
1945, which relates to clerk hire in
the office of register of deeds in
Franklin County is hereby further
amended to read as follows:

‘For clerks in the oﬂice of register
of deeds, $880 $1,200

“Sec. 4. R. S, c. 140 § 3, amended.
That part of sectlon 3 of chapter 140
of the revised statutes, as amended
by section 7 of chapter 161 of the
public laws of 1945, which relates
to the salary of the 1udge of probate
in PFranklin County, is hereby fur-
ther amended to read as follows:

‘Franklin, £555 $1,000, ”

House Amendment “A” was adopt-
ed and the Bill was passed to be en-
grossed as amended and sent up for
concurrence.

Emergency Enactor

An Act Providing Additional
ggg;l;way Funds (H. P. 1678) (L. D.

Was reported by the Committee
on engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed.

The SPEAKER: This bill having
had its three several readings in the
House and having been passed to be
engrossed, and having had its two
several readings in the Senate and
having been passed to be engrossed,
and the Committee on Engrossed
Bills having reported that it is truly
and strictly engrossed, is it now the
pleasure of the House that this bill
be passed to be enacted.

This being an emergency measure,
under the Constitution it requ1red
for its passage the affirmative vote
of two-thirds of the entire elected
membership of the House.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Lime-
stone, Mr. Burgess.

Mr. BURGESS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: It is not
my purpose, this morning, in rising
to discuss at any length the merits
or demerits of a tax measure. I
believe that during the nineteen
weeks, which we have spent in this
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House that we have all become
fully aware that in order to carry
out a full and well-rounded High-
way program for the next biennium
that additional revenue is neces-
sary. With your kind permission, I
would like to speak briefly on the
matter of unity.

I repeat, that we are now in our
twentieth week in the hall of this
House, and I state frankly to you
that T have no doubt in my mind
but what many of you could have
written a much better tax measure
than the one now up for discussion.

The facts are these: that there
have been introduced into this Leg-
islature several gas tax measures,
each of them have been given con-
sideration and they have fallen by
the wayside. We have none left.

I frankly admit to you Ladies and
Gentlemen that this particular
measure does not meet with my full
approval, but I have felt it wise in
the interests of the State to com-
promise to such an extent that a
workable bill that would meet the
approval of this House and the oth-
er body and the people of Maine
could be passed. And so0, this morn-
ing, I hope that you members of the
House will recognize that same
spirit of compromise that we must
recognize in solving our State’s
problem and enact this measure
with an overwhelming vote, so that
the public may know that we be-
lieved in what we did, even though
it represents some compromise on
our part.

At this time I can see no need of
putting anyone on the spot by a
yea and nay vote, and I sincerely
hope that when the vote is taken
it will be taken by a division.

I only wish to state in conclusion
that I thoroughly believe that our
citizens of Maine expect this Legis-
lature to solve our own problem
and solve it here in the hall of this
House and the hall of the other
body, without any assistance, and
I believe that we are capable of do-
ing it. T hope that this morning
we will decide one of the major
issues and decide it emphatically.
I thank you.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the passage
of this matter as an emergency
measure.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Portland, Mr. McGlauflin.

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker,
I have voted against the gas tax
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up to this time, but I have tried to
make it very clear that it is my
opinion that we should do the job
that we were sent here to do our-
selves. 1 want no referendum on
these measures. I am now going to
vote for the passage of this meas-
ure, and I hope that the men who
feel as I do will join with us and
let us put this across. .

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Rock-
land, Mr. Sleeper.

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I, too, have
voted against this gas tax up until
this time and I will continue to
vote against this gas tax from now
on until I can find one unselfish
group who are in favor of this tax.
It is very odd to me if this gas tax
is so universally demanded and if
everybody wants it, why does not
just one, single, solitary person tell
me that they want a gas tax with
the exception of a small group
around this State House. I shall
continue to vote against this gas
tax because, in doing so, I shall be
using my own mind, my own
thoughts in the matter, and I will
be following out the dictates of
everyone that I represent. I will
vote against this gas tax until I
hear differently and I hope that
when the vote is taken that we
take it by the yea and nay.

The SPEAKER,: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gerntleman from Bath,
Mr. McClure,

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, I,
also, would vote against this gas tax
if I were operating twelve trucks.
Gentlemen, I sell automobiles and I
believe that there is more wear and
tear on your car, it is more ex-
pensive than it would be by paying
a two cent gas tax and, at a mass
meeting of veterans in Bath on
Sunday, we took up many matters.
The veterans who made it possible
for us to speak our minds in this
House, today, voted in favor of
passing this gas tax.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Au-
burn, Mr. Bickford.

Mr. BICKFORD: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the House: I, too,
opposed this tax very strongly when
it was first presented and I do not
like it yet. But, on the other hand,
I think I shall go along with the
gentleman from Limestone because
I think it is the best thing we can
do under the circumstances. The
limitation of the time that is set,
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does help out quite a bit, We do
recognize the fact that if it gets on
the books, on the records, it is like-
ly to stay there but, at the same
time, we shall have to depend on
future legislatures whether they
want this tax or not. I have sald
several times that I would not sup-
port this tax until I knew what
kind of a tax we were going to have
for a general fund tax. I really
feel so now and I would like to see
the general fund tax passed first.
Because, after all, we have to ad-
mit that this tax has to be paid by
the whole people but we have to
admit that the roads are in atro-
cious condition and that some extra
work should be done, and I feel
perhaps that we had better go
along with it. Thank you.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Brewer,
Mr. Thompson.

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I
should like to have Mr. Sleeper hear
when I say I am going to vote
“Yes”! on this measure.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Chelsea,
Mr. Harris.

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I think, as
I have said before, that this is the
fairest tax measure that has been
here. I have heard some objection
to the million dollars going to the
cities and towns. Now, we have had
here, do have in the State, a High-
way Department, whose funds are
separate from the general funds.
There is not any doubt in my mind
but what we have used town gen-
eral funds to plow roads in the win-
ter. The first time that we tried
to keep our roads open in our town
was in the winter of 1934 and 1935.
It cost us twenty mills on our prop-
erty tax to keep them open that
winter. Now, it seems to me, if we
do not want to use any money from
registration of cars, or any money
from gas, for any other purpose ex-
cept roads, that we should use some
of that gas money to plow the roads
for the cars and I think that any
fair-minded person would say that
we need this gas tax for the next
three years to match the federal
funds available for construction and
that it is only fair that some of this
tax go to the cities and towns to
to help keep the roads open for the
motorists in the winter time. There-
fore, I am in favor of this tax.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
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ready for the question? The Chair
understands that the gentleman
from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper, has re-
quested that the vote be taken by
the yeas and nays. In order for
the yeas and nays to be in order,
one-fifth of the members present,
must express their desire to that
effect. Those in favor of the yea
and nay vote will please rise.

Thirty-one members arose.

The SPEAKER: Thirty-one hav-
ing expressed a desire that the vote
be taken by the yeas and nays,
thirty-one being more than one-
fifth of the members present, the
yea and nay vote is in order.

The gquestion before the House is
upon the passage to be enacted of
An Act Providing Additional High-
way Punds, House Paper 1678, Leg-
islative Document 1394, which is an
emergency measure. Those mem-
bers In favor of its passage as an
emergency will say aye and those
opposed will say no, as the Clerk
calls the roll.

The Clerk will call the roll.

YEA—Adams, Allen, Anderson, Ath-
erton, Benn, Berry, Berryman, Bick-
ford, Boulier, Bove, Brewer, Broggi,
Brown, Milford; Brown, Unity; Brown,
Wayne; Burgess, Burton, Byron,
Campbell, Carville, Chase, Cape Eliza-
beth; Chase, Limington; Christensen,
Clements, Collins, Cousins, Curtis, De-
Sanctis, Dufour, Elliott, Ellis, Emer-
son, Finnegan, Foley, Fowler, Fuller,
Buckfield; Fuller, Hallowell; Gallant,
Gray, Hall, Hammond, Harris, Haskell,

Hayward, Heanssler, Hobbs, House,
Jennings, Johnston, Jordan, Saco;
Jordan, South Portland; Judkins,

Kent, Laughton, Lee, Lombard, Long-
staff, Lord, MacPherson, Marsans,
Marshall, McClure, McGlauflin, Mc-
Gown, McKeen, Meloon, Mills, Mori-
son, Nichols, Palmer, Palmeter, Pat-
terson, Payson, Peirce, Perkins, Plum-
mer, Rankin, Rich, Robbins, ROss,
Russell, Savage, Seeger, Sharpe, Smith,
Exeter; Stearns, Sterling, Stetson,
Sweetser, Tabb, Thompson, Torrey,
Turner, Violette, Webber, Wight, Wil-
liams, Auburn; Woodworth.

NAY — Bell, Bowker, Cadorette,
Carey, Cole, Cormier, Daniels, Dean,
Dostie, Lewiston; Dostie, Winslow;
Doucette, Fitch, Hanson, Hatch, Holt,
Jalbert, Kelly, Labbe, Lacharite, Leav-
itt, Legard, Lessard, Malenfant, Mar-
tin, Moreau, Moulton, Muskie, Nadeau,

Poulin, Randall, Silsby, Sleeper,
Smart, Smith, Westbrook; Snow, St.
Pierre, Thomas, Weeks, Williams,

Topsham; Woodbury.
ABSENT-—Ames, Bird, Brown, Bail-
eyville; Day, Dicker, Dorsey, Prout,
Rollins, Sargent, Tremblay.
Yes 98, No 40, Absent 10.
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The SPEAKER: Ninety-eight hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
forty in the negative, ten being ab-
sent, ninety-eight not being two-
thirds of the entire elected member-
ship of the House, the measure fails
to pass.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Chel-
sea, Mr. Harris. -

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker, I
note by today’s list and the—

The SPEAKER: For what pur~
pose does the gentleman rise.

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker, I
would like, if it is in order, inas-
much as we had some absent who
voted for the gas tax before, that
this bill be tabled until tomorrow
morning.

The SPEAKER: For what pur-
pose does the gentleman rise? There
is no matter before the House at
this time. Does the gentleman re-
quest unanimous consent to address
the House?

Mr. HARRIS: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Chelsea, Mr. Harris, requests
unanimous consent to address the
House. Is there objection?

Calls of “Yes.”

The SPEAKER: There is objec-
tion and the gentleman must be
seated.

Emergency Enactor
Tabled

An Act Imposing a Sales and Use
Tax to Raise Additional Revenue
(H. P. 1731) (L. D. 1470)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed.

The SPEAKER: This bill, hav-
ing had its three several readings
in the House and having been passed
to be engrossed, and having had its
two several readings in the Senate
and having been passed to be en-
grossed, the Committee on Engrossed
Bills having reported that it is truly
and strictly engrossed, is it now the
Igleasure of the House that it pass
0 be enacted? This being an emer-
gency measure, under the Constitu-
tion it requires for its passage the
affirmative vote of two-thirds of the
entire elected membership of the
House.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Farmington, Mr. Mills.

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I un-
derstand that debate is proceeding
on a major tax bill in the other
branch, and I request that this bill



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MAY 6, 1947 1667

lie on the table until later in today’s Rehabilitate the Atlantic Sea Run
session. Salmon (S. P. 510) (L. D. 1396)
The SPEAKER: The gentleman An Act relating to Annual Audit
from Parmington, Mr. Mills, moves of Towns (S. P. 532) (L. D. 1442)
that this matter be laid on the table An Act relating to Boards of
to be taken up later in today’s ses- Registration (8. P. 536) (L. D. 1457)

sion. Is this the pleasure of the An Act relating to Inheritance and
House? Estate Taxes (H. P. 1391) (L. D.
The motion prevailed, and the 1010 . )
matter was so tabled. An Act relating to Time of Rac-
ing Meets (H. P. 1509) (L. D. 1108)
Finally Passed An Act relating to the Fort Fair-
Emergency Measure field Municipal Court (H. P. 1653)
Resolve Providing Pensions for (L. D. 1348)
Soldiers and Sailors and Depend- An Act to Create the Penobscot
ents and Other Needy Persons (8. Valley Water Commission (H. P.
P. 511) (L. D. 1445) 1697) (L. D. 1421)

Was reported by the Committee An Act relating to the Gasoline
on Engrossed Bills as truly and Tax (H. P. 1715) (L. D. 1441)
strictly engrossed. This being an An Act relating to Aid to the
emergency measure and a two-thirds  Blind (H. P. 1732) (L. D. 1469)
vote of all the members elected to An Act relating to Eligibility of
the House being necessary, a divi- Certain Veterans for Assistance (S.
sion was had. 113 voted in favor P. 287) (L. D. 802)
of same and none against, and ac- An Act relating to Control of
cordingly, the Resolve was finally Tuberculosis (S. P. 529) (L. D. 1437)
passed, signed by the Speaker and Were reported by the Committee

sent to the Senate. on Engrossed Bills as truly and

— strictly engrossed, passed to be en-

Passed to be Enacted grossed, signed by the Speaker and
Emergency Measure sent to the Senate.

An Act relating to the North A s R
s n Act relating to Excise Tax on
I(-II?,V%’I IPB%E District (2. P. 1680) M%t}cl)r ‘szg%ﬁ%é}l% nc)h(L. B 10)
Was the Committee . TH€ R: The Chair recog-
onw%sngfc?sggsiedB?ﬁs as (t:ruly and ﬁ?vESFttéﬁegentleman from Augusta,
strictly engrossed. This being an - Towier. .
emergencygmeasure and a two- VIMr' FOWLER: Mr. Speaker and
thirds vote of all the members Members of the House: I would like
elected to the House being neces- %O tsay just a few words in regard
sary, a division was had. 121 voted .'Od'%ls .?mr and then I will move to
in favor of same and none against, m’I% ms%% Alfl’g%%)?ne—— )
and accordingly the Bill was passed |, € : IWOU  the gen-
to be enacted, siened by the Speak- eman agree to lay this matter

aside until we take care of the bal-
er and sent to the Senate. e o e pase <&
Emergency Measure Mr. FOWLER: That would be

An Act to Appropriate Monies for 2&reeable, Mr. Speaker.
the Expenditures of State Govern- —

ment for the Fiscal Year Ending Passed to be Enacted
June 30, 1947 (H. P. 1713) (L. D. (Cont’d)
1474) An Act Limiting the Weight,

Was reported by the Committee Length, Width and Height of Motor
on Engrossed Bills as truly and ,Vehicles (H. P. 1194) (L. D. 782)

strictly engrossed. This being an An Act to Create a Legislative
emersency measure and a two- esearch Committee (H. P. 1646)
thirds vote of all the members L. D. 1332)

elected to the House being neces- Were reported by the Committee

sary, a division was had. 112 voted = on Engrossed Bills as truly and
in favor of same and none against, strictly engrossed, passed to be en-
and accordingly the Bill was passed acted, signed by the Speaker and
to be enacted, signed by the Speak- sent to the Senate.

er and sent to the Senate.

— The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
Passed to be Enacted ognizes the gentleman from Anson,
An Act Creating an Agency to Mr. Sharpe.
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Mr. SHARPE: Mr. Speaker, I
move that the next item, 11F, be
passed over and taken up after this
list has been completed.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
requests that it be laid aside at this
time?

Mr. SHARPE: Yes, Mr. Speaker.

An Act to Provide for the Joining
of Towns for the Purpose of Pro-
viding Better School Iacilities (H.
P. 1733) (L. D. 1471) o, .

An Act Preventing Drinking in
Public Places (S. P. 505) (L. D. 1391)

An Act to Increase the Purposes
and Powers of Bates Manufacturing
Company and to Authorize it to Ac-
quire the Assets of Bates Company
(S. P. 531) (L. D. 1446)

Finally Passed

Resolve in favor of the Univer-
sity of Maine for Buildings (H. P.
80) (L. D. 68) .

Resolve in favor of the Maine
Distributors, Ine. (S. P. 192) (L. D.
1444) .

Resolve in favor of Leon Bemis of
Farmingdale (S. P. 540) (L. D.
1458) . .

Resolve in favor of David Peirce,
of Hudson (H. P. 638) (L. D. 429)

Resolve to Authorize a Forest
Survey for the State of Maine (H.
P. 1047) (L. D. G86)

Resolve to Provide for Repair of
Fish Screen at Porter Lake (H. P.
1574) (L. D. 1217)

Resolve in favor of Roby Little-
field, of Ogunquit (H. P. 1716) (L.
D. 1448)

Resolve Authorizing the towns of
Boothbay and Boothbay Harbor
iroMClose Certain Waterways (H. P.

0)

Were reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be
enacted, Resolves finally passed, all
signed by the Speaker and sent to
the Senate.

Resolve Permitting Fly Fishing
in Certain Waters of Franklin
County (H. P. 1171) (L. D. 847)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Hollis,
Mr. Byron.

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker, I
would ask that this Item 20 be laid
aside for the time being.
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‘Passed to Be Enacted
(Continued)
Tabled and Assigned

An Act to Effect Certain Changes
in Administrative Procedure Under
the Unemployment Compensation
Law (S. P. 533) (L. D. 1443)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. Haskell.

Mr. HASKELL: Mr. Speaker, I
would ask that this matter be tem-
porarily laid .side and specially as-
signed for tomorrow pending pas-
sage to be enacted.

Thereupon, on motion by Mr.
Haskell, the bill was tabled pending
passage to be enacted and was
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning,

Enactor

An Act relating to Excise Tax on
Motor Vehicles (H. P. 11) (L. D.

10)

‘The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Augusta,
Mr. Fowler.

Mr. FOWLER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I just want
to say a few words in regard to this
bill and enlighten the members of
the House. I don’t think you real-
ize what is in this bill. I am then
going to ask for an indefinite post-
ponement of this bill. I made a
check—a spot check, or, rather, I
requested a spot check. at the main
office of the Automobile Registration
Office here in Augusta. Two girls
were put upon that check and they
checked some 1600 registrations,
trucks and cars. Of those 1600 reg-
istrations checked, I found that
eighty-six percent of these cars or
1369 were five or more years old.
Next year those cars will be six or
more years old.

This bill provides not for one per-
cent or two percent increase, but
150 percent increase in that regis-
tration, or, rather, excise tax.

Now last year, 1946, there were
167,514 cars registered. There were
56,499 trucks registered, a total of
224,013 cars and trucks. Eighty-six
percent of this would give you a
figure of 192,651 registrants next
year,—when they go in to pay that
excise tax they are going to pay
an increase of 150 percent.

Now if you want to change a few
enroillments, put this bill through.
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And who does it hit? If I had the
money I wouldn’t be driving a car
six years old. I would have a new
car as soon as I could, and I think
the majority, or a great many will.
It is just leaving it to the farmer
and the little fellow, and I believe
this hits the little fellow.

I have been against all form of
taxation, but I will say I will go
along on a major tax bill. I am
convinced that we need some mon-
ey, but I don’t think this is the way
to get it.

I might say here at this time that
I checked at Togus last Saturday
afternoon, and I find the patients
there at that hospital in 1941 cost
the government five dollars a day,
to keep them there. That same pa-
tient today costs seventeen dollars.
No wonder we need money!

And the same thing runs right
straight up through, so I will go
along on some major tax bill. I
think we need it, and I am con-
vinced on that point. But I am
not convinced that we need this tax
for the little fellow, and when he
goes to pay his excise tax next year
and finds it has jumped 150 per-
cent. I don’t blame him if he does
holler, and I move the indefinite
postponement of this bill.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Castle
Hill, Mr. Ellis.

Mr. ELLIS: Mr, Speaker and
Members of the House: During the
war years when we were not getting
new cars, our revenue in the towns
dropped off, and we discussed with
the town officials and also car own-
ers, many and many times, why it
would not be a good idea to increase
the excise tax in the lower brackets.
The gentleman, who just spoke,
told you, I think you understand
when he said that when a car gets
five or six years old, we are down
to the low brackets most of them
two dollars. For the last couple of
years our tax has increased for
those cars that are used on the
roads the same as other cars. I
have talked with the town officials
in my town and other towns, have
talked with the boys who own the
cars, I have found some objection,
of course, but most of the objection
has come from the parents who pay
the excise tax for the boys, but not
from the boys, themselves.

This last fall in the November
meeting of the Maine Municipal
Association this proposition was
discussed. The Legislative Commit-
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tee voted to go along with it.
Again, in the first of January, we
had another meeting and they re-
newed the vote to go along with this
proposition and I introduced the
bill. Now, I can not speak for all of
the member towns of the Maine
Municipal Association but there
are three hundred and eighty-seven
member towns in this Association
and they gave them the green light
to go with this, to introduce this
measure, through the executive
committee, and that is why I intro-
duced the bill. It is a revenue mea-
sure, to be sure, but the only ob-
jection, the most objection, I found
as I canvassed in my town and the
other towns that I represent, I
found a few cases where the par-
ents pay the excise tax for the boys.
But the boys, themselves, said: “We
are willing to go along with this be-
cause we know we need some help
for the roads.” I hope that the mo-
tion which Mr. Fowler presents will
not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Milo, Mr.
Burton.

Mr. BURTON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: Of course,
when you take a small amount of
money to begin with, to begin with
one dollar and increase it to two
dollars, why that is, naturally, one
hundred per cent. But I should like
to give you a little example of just
what is working at this time. It is
a personal matter with me and
probably with some of the rest of
you. I have a 1929 Pontiac which 1
have driven about 36,000 miles, I
think. It looks quite new because I
have tried to take good care of it
and I pay on that as an excise tax,
this year, two dollars. That auto-
mobile, today, if I wanted to sell it,
I could get and have been offered
for it several times, $1100. Now, of
course, those conditions will not
continue to exist forever but they
do exist, today. Therefore, I do not
think I or anyone else would object
in an instance like that or a similar
instance to paying a little bit more
excise tax and I do not think a five
dollar minimum is too much and
I hope the gentleman’s motion for
indefinite postponement will not
prevail,

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Fairfield,
Mr. Woodworth.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the House: There
is one point that I think should be
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mentioned in connection with this
bill. This refers to excise taxes. There
is already on your car one excise
tax, which is the registration fee,
your plates. That excise tax goes for
rvads; what does this one go for?
This tax is known to be a sub-
stitute for the property tax. So far
as I know the effects of these excise
taxes have never been passed upon
by the Maine law court but, in
Massachusetts the Supreme Court
has held that the only justification
for such a tax is that it is a sub-
stitute for the property tax. In other
words, you can not have two excise
taxes on one item of property for
the same purpose and the State
registration plates takes care of the
highway future. Since this is a sub-
stitute for the property tax, it
should bear a direct relationship
to the value of the car. It has been
said that most cars are worth a
great deal more at this time but
the question is: How long will that
state of affairs continue? If we say
that every car, regardless of its age,
is to be subjected to a five dollar tax
and if we assume, for example, that
the taxation in a given town is fifty
mills, we are placing a value upon
every car of one thousand dollars.
But, there are so many new cars
coming out, that I think the value of
these old cars is going to slump very
rapidly. While it may be true, at
this time, and I doubt this, that
every old car is worth a thousand
dollars, I doubt very much if that
will be true, for example, two years
from now. It seems to me that there
is a definite legal objection to in-
creasing these fees from their pres-
ent point and I hope that the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Augusta
will prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Chelsea,
Mr. Harris.

Mr. HARRIS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: There are
two points about this tax that I
would like to call to your attention.
Anybody fortunate enough to have
a new car or a new truck which,
before the war, had a valuation of
$1,000 and he will find that he pays
a tax on $1500, they have already
raised it fifty per cent. From now
on, as this car gets a year older,
we are going to get the high valua-
tions on the cars and trucks. If we
increase the new from twenty-three
to twenty-eight, where he paid
twenty-three dollars he would pay
forty-two dollars, approximately
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twice as much for his excise tax.
And another thing, this is just the
opposite from the gas tax. A person
pays an excise tax if he rides one
thousand miles or one hundred
thousand miles and, therefore, I
think we should not bother that
excise tax set-up, and I hope that
the motion of the gentleman from
Augusta prevails.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: As I under-
stand this excise tax it is a sub-
stitute for the property tax. The
rate in my city is fifty mills, which
is, perhaps, about an average rate.
The minimum, now, is two dollars.
I happen to be operating a 1940
Ford which is in excellent condition
and which has been driven about
75,000 miles. If the city placed a
valuation of $500 on that car, the
tax would be twenty-five dollars. I
now pay $2.36. Now, I want to
call your attention to what a hun-
dred dollar valuaticrn on a car would
produce if you were back in the
property tax field. On any car,
where you placed a hundred dollar
valuation, and the rate was fifty
mills, the tax would be five dollars,
not fifty dollars, and it does not
seem to me that this is a very
heavy burden. It seems to me that
every person who owns an auto-
mobile, under this type of taxation,
would be paying a very small tax on
on any motor vehicle, and I am
opposed to the motion of the gentle-
man from Augusta.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Fairfield,
Mr. Woodworth.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
I acknowledge that I have got too
many ciphers in my previous state-
ment, and I shall support the bill.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Augusta, Mr, Fowler, that this
matter be indefinitely postponed.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Castle Hill, Mr. Ellis.

Mr, ELLIS: Mr. Speaker, I just
want to say one word. The price
of the new cars coming out is so
much higher, to ever bring this
together for a long, long time, to
make it comparable, we would have
to bring up the excise tax, because
these excise taxes on these cars will
be low and, on the new ones, the



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MAY 6, 1947

list price from factories on which
we base our excise tax is going to
be very much higher and, as you
have heard here, it does make it
comparable for the property tax.
Mr. Speaker, I hope that the vote
will be taken by division.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Augusta,
Mr. Fowler.

Mr. FOWLER: Mr. Speaker, I
would just like to say that, in
addition to this excise tax, if you
can afford to pay twelve dollars
registration plus this five dollars is
seventeen dollars, and we are pass-
ing the gas tax, here, I believe,
putting that up six cents, then this
little fellow is going to pay well
He will pay for every mile he uses
his car and I will ask for a division
when the vote is taken.

The SPEAKER: Is the
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Augusta, Mr. Fowler, that An
Act Relating to Excise Tax on Mo-
tor Vehicles House Paper 11, Legis-
lative Document 10, be indefinitely
postponed.

The gentleman from Castle Hill,
Mr. Ellis, has requested a division.
Those in favor of the indefinite
postponement of this matter will
please rise and remain standing un-
til counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Fifty-four having
voted in the affirmative and sixty-
three in the negative, the motion
fails.

Thereupon, the bill was passed to
be enacted, signed by the Speaker
and sent to the Senate.

House

Enactor

An Act relating to Hunting, Fish-
ing and Guides’ Licenses (H. P.
1728) (L. D. 1464)

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Anson,
Mr. Sharpe.

Mr. SHARPE: Mr. Speaker, I
move that this item be tabled and
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Anson, Mr. Sharpe, moves that
this matter be laid on the table
pending passage to be enacted and
be specially assigned for tomorrow
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morning. Is this the pleasure of
the House?
Calls of “No”.

All those in favor will say aye;
those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the passage
of this bill to be enacted.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Anson, Mr. Sharpe.

Mr. SHARPE: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This State
began issuing hunting and fishing
licenses in, I am not quite sure, but
I think it was 1919. The cost of the
licenses at that time was 25 cents,
and the people were given to under-
stand, and did understand, that
that was a license which permitted
them to fish and hunt in the State
of Maine as long as they remained
a citizen of the State of Maine and
that the license was irrevocable. I
do not question the constitutionality
of the revocation of those licenses
but I do know, at the time, every-
body thought those licenses were a
life license. In 1929, they did re-
voke those licenses and they started
issuing annual licenses at a cost of
sixty-five cents each.

Now I am at a loss and that is
one reason I wanted this thing
tabled until I got a few of my
notes together. Later, they raised
the license to $1.15 for single li-
censes and $2.15 for combination li-
censes. Now, from some mysterious
source around here, there comes the
word that the Pish and Game De-
partment must be self-supporting. I
do not know what authority that
word comes from. If it is the Ap-
propriation and Financial Affairs
Committee that assumes that au-
thority, I do not know where they
get it.

If the authority came from the
Fish and Game Department, I do
not know where they got it, or, if
it came from the Inland Game
Committee, I do not know where
they got it. If the Governor says
that we have to put the PFish
and Game Department on a self-
stnporting basis, I do not know
where he got his authority. So far
as I know, that authority rests en-
tirely with this Legislature. Now
I think it should be recognized that
these hunting and fishing advan-
tages of the State are a natural re-
source of the State and I know
that there are approximately forty
thousand non-resident sportsmen



1672

coming into this State every year
to fish and hunt and I know that
they spend in the State somewhere
between four million and eight mil-
lion dollars a year and I know that
the State, as a whole, derives bene-
fits from all that money that is
spent here, and, for that reason, I
think this bill to increase the hunt-
ing licenses; to double  resident
hunting licenses, is a viclous and
unfair thing because it puts upon
the residents, the fishermen, and
others, all of the State’s portion
of the cost of operating the Fish
and Game Department.

Now, everybody in the State
benefits by this money which is
brought in here, the stores, the
inns, the filling stations, the ga-
rages, beer parlors, theaters, they
all benefit fror: that revenue, yet
you want to burden about, I will
say, one hundred thousand men in
the State with the cost of operating
the deparfment. It seems to me
that is a mighty unfair situation.
Now, I do not object, myself, be-
cause I am a spendthrift, I do not
object to paying a little additional
for a hunting license but I know
plenty of people who do obje~t to
it and I know plentv of people who
can not afford to pay even what
they are paying now for hunting
licenses.

As a matter of fact, a hunting li-
cense should not cost any resident
of the State one nickel more than
it costs to issue the license. It
should be for identification pur-
poses only with a slight fee to pay
for the cost of printing the ticket
and pay the town clerk for making
out the license. But I know of a
man, you know, everybody knows,
you have some neighbors, you know
some people somewhere, who don’t
have this—what people are getting
into the habit of calling extra
money—I have heard of extra
money ever since I was married,
that was thirty-two years ago, I
hear about it every once in a while
and I can not find out where is this
mysterious source from which comes
extra money; I do not know what
extra money is. I do know of some
men though who have to buy, that
is if they hunt and fish and their
wives hunt and fish, and there
are two or three boys who are old
enough to have to have a license
and yet are not self-supporting, if
they have to pay. I know that a
licensee under this new bill will
have to pay seventeen dollars a
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year for hunting licenses for his
family. Now, I think that this piece
of legislation is entirely on the
wrong track and I move indefinite
postponement of this bill.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Ban-
gor, Mr. Wight.

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I am going
to take just two or three minutes
here in repetition of what I said
the other night when we voted over-
whelmingly in favor of this bill.
There is nothing that I know about
that a person gets more from than
he does from a hunting or a fishing
license, even at the rates named in
this bill. The average person spends
about thirty dollars a year on mov-
ies and spends about fifty dollars
on liquor, at least the average citi-
zen does in the State of Maine. The
citizens of the State of Maine pay
a cigarette tax of $1,964,000, which
is almost three times as much as
fishermen and hunters will pay un-
der this bill. So I believe that the
people of the State of Maine can
afford to pay these licenses pro-
viding the money is going towards
our hunting and fishing facilities.
I have talked with a great many
people and there are very, very few
people who object to paying if the
money goes for that purpose which
I believe it will.

We had a group of game wardens
down here at the hearing and I can
assure you that they were all in
favor of these licenses, even to the
increases for their own licenses, the
guides licenses, they favor them.
Of course, the hunters and the fish-
ermen should pay for the game war-
dens and for the other expenses of
this department just as much as
the automobile users should pay for
the highways. The gentleman has
asked something about the figures,
or the way in which this figure was
arrived at. Last year the Fish and
Game Department spent $730,445.
We appropriated from the general
fund for that amount $200,000. If
this bill goes through, of course, that
will eliminate any need for an ap-
propriation from the general fund.
It is figured that these new license
rates will produce for the depart-
ment $762,000, which 1is slightly
more than the amount spent last
year by that department but they
will, at least, put in operation this
year five new hatcheries which will
need some money for operation, at
least $75,000, I believe, for that pur-
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pose. So, the $760,000 is not ex-
cessive. During the past five years,
we have made appropriations from
the general fund of the State for
the expenses of this department.
If this bill passes, the department
will be entirely self-sustaining. I
wish I could say that of every de-
partment here in this State House.
That is all, Mr. Speaker; I hope
that the motion to indefinitely post-
pone does not prevail.

The SPEAKER: Is
ready for the question?

The question before the House
is upon the motion of the gentle-
man from Anson, Mr. Sharpe, that
An Act relating to Hunting, Fish-
ing and Guides’ Licenses, being
House Paper 1728, Legislative Docu-
ment 1464, be indefinitely postponed.

The gentleman from Bangor, Mr.
Wight, has requested a division.
Those in favor of the indefinite
postponement of this matter will
please rise and remain standing un-
til counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Twenty-six hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
seventy-seven in the negative, the
motion is lost.

Thereupon, the bill was passed to
be enacted, signed by the Speaker
and sent to the Senate.

the House

The SPEAKER: House Paper
1171, Legislative Document 847, Re-
solve Permitting Fly Fishing in Cer-
tain Waters of Franklin County.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Hollis, Mr. Byron.

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I rise again
in opposition to this bill and, as a
signer of the majority ‘“Ought not
to pass” report, I feel that I should
support my opinion as far as I can.

Now this bill, coupled with the
existing legislation on the books, is
going to close approximately ninety
per cent of the waters in Franklin
County to all fishing except fly fish-
ing. Some of those waters, mostly
tributaries for the ponds and lakes,
particularly in this bill will be clos-
ed to all fishing. Now, we have
heard frequent reference to the
small man. What does this do to
the youngster up in Franklin Coun-
ty? He can not go out, cut his
alder pole and put his line on with
a bent pin for his hook, or what-
ever he can get and do any fishing
at all. He must fly fish. Many
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youngsters are incapable of doing
that. An instance that happened
down in my town three years ago:
a youngster of about seven or eight
years of age, another friend and
myself got him a steel telescope
pole, repaired it up, gave him a line
and hook. He goes out of the vil-
lage about a mile fishing, gets an
eight pound trout, he is tickled to
death, runs almost all the way
home, and tells his parents and his
friends what he has done. Now are
we going to take this same priv-
ilege away from the youngsters in
Pranklin County?

Furthermore, this bill says to the
people of the rest of the State:
“Sure, you can come to Franklin
County but if you do you have
to fly fish in ninety percent of the
waters. If you want to bait fish,
go to some other county.” It says
to the people in PFranklin County:
“No, you can not bait fish in our
waters, you go over into Somerset
County, or to Oxford County, go
anywhere else where they have bait
fishing.” Personally, I do not think
that this is a fair bill to the people
in Franklin County, the people in
the rest of the State, and particu-
larly the youngsters. I move the
indefinite postponement of this bill
and when the vote is taken I ask
for a division.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from ¥ollis, Mr. Byron, moves to
indefinitely postpone the resolve.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Eustis, Mr. Carville.

Mr. CARVILLE: Mr. Speaker, 1
do not wish to take up any time of
this Legislature at this time on this
bill. It was very well ironed out
here some time ago and I am not
going to say a great deal, but I have
to correct a few statements that
have been made both in this branch
and the other. One that was just
made by the gentleman who just
spoke who said that ninety per cent
of the waters were being restricted.
This is just one little corner that
sits way up, one road that goes into
it. The biggest part of this water,
to get into it you have to have a
permit to go over the Brown Com-
pany’s road. There certainly will be
no little boys going up there. It is
nowhere near a town or a secttle-
ment,

I have here, I intended to read
this, but I am not going to take so
much of your time. This is an ex-
tract taken from the survey by Dr.
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Lloyd Smith, who is Supervisor of
Fisheries Research for the Minneso-
ta Division of Fish and Game. This
has been going on since 1932. They
have made extensive studies of
propagation of fish, which this all
comes back to. It is very interesting
to know what this costs. I would like
to read it all, but I am not going to.

“The cost of stocking catchable
size trout: The rearing and planting
of catchable sized trout is an ex-
pensive form of fish maintenance.
The actual cost of rearing and dis-
tribution of seven to nine-inch fish
in Minnesota is approximately fif-
teen cents each. Michigan estimates
their cost to be twenty cents; other
states have estimates ranging con-
siderably higher. On the basis of
Minnesota costs on a twenty-five per
cent return in planting trout, each
hatchery trout which eventually
reaches the fisherman’s creel has
cost the State fish and game fund
sixty cents. When planted trout
average six or eight to the pound,
then a pound of hatchery trout in
the fisherman’s creel will cost be-
tween $3.60 and $4.80. If satisfac-
tory trout fishing must depend on
each fisherman getting ten planted
fish on each trip, then we must be
present to plant six pounds of trout
for each angler for each day he
fishes.”

That is from a survey by the
State Department over a period of
years.

“It appears that satisfactory trout
fishing in the future will depend
to a large extent on the anglers
themselves. Trout fishing must be
considered as a fine sport and not
as a means for securing meat for the
table. The use of non-destructive
tackle and gear such as the fly and
fly-rod should be encouraged so that
small trout may be easily returned
to the water and trout caught but
not desired for the creel may be
released unharmed. Legislation as
to bag limit and restriction of pos-
session limit will assist in the main-
tenance of satisfactory fish popu-
lation throughout the season.”

There are a number of other parts
in here. They go on to state that
they started in as we did rearing
small fish, and they finally got into
the catchable size fish, and now
they are going back to natural
propagation. That is what we would
like up there.

The gentleman says it takes in
ninety per cent of our waters: it
does not take in ten per cent. There
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is just one stream in this whole bill
that will be closed that is actually
now fished, Horseshoe Stream. The
little brooks that go into those
ponds, I should not even have men-
tioned, but I did put in tributaries.
They refer to the little small brooks,
but there is no one fishing there.
But the idea of closing these small
brooks flowing into our larger lakes
is something we will all have to
come to before many years if we are
to have any fishing, because that is
the natural breeding ground for
the lakes.

I am not going to take any more
of your time, but I certainly hope
that the gentleman’s motion for
indefinite postponement does not
prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-

‘nizes the gentleman from Anson,

Mr. Sharpe.

Mr. SHARPE: Mr. Speaker, my
argument against this measure is,
just as it was the other evening,
based on the assumption that this
State already has discriminated too
far in the matter of setting off cer-
tain waters for fly fishing only. I
think that if any body of water does
not hold a sufficient supply of fish,
close it to all fishing, do not dis-
criminate against an angler or a
troller.

While the gentleman from Eustis
(Mr. Carville) was speaking, the
messenger came down this hall and
passed me this envelope, and I
opened it and I find it contains an
angle worm. Now, that is a very
familiar object to everyone in this
House. We have all dug them and
we have all used them and, Ladies
and Gentlemen, I have known plen-
ty of fly fishermen to keep a small
supply of these little worms in
some pocket. I hope that the
motion of the gentleman for in-
definite postponement of this bill
prevails.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the motion
of the gentleman from Hollis, Mr.
Byron.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Hellis, Mr. Byron.

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to correct a statement
made by the gentleman, Mr. Car-
ville. He says that I said this bill
would close ninety per cent of the
waters. I said that this bill, coupled
with the existing laws, would close
ninety per cent of the waters. I
think he will find that that is very
nearly correct.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Eustis,
Mr. Carville.

Mr. CARVILLE: Mr, Speaker, I
am not closing any waters, except
one stream, Horseshoe Stream, and
the inlet. That is all that I have
told you. That certainly is not
ninety per cent of the waters that
we have in Franklin County.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the motion
of the gentleman from Hollis, Mr.
Byron, that the bill be indefinitely
postponed. The same gentleman re-
quests a division.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
n}tan from Brunswick, Mr. Lacha-
rite.

Mr. LACHARITE: Mr. Speaker,
we have just enacted a bill to in-
crease the hunting and fishing li-
censes. The purpose of that bill was
to create better and more hunting
and fishing facilities for our State
residents, Now this can not start
by closing brooks and streams to
the small fisherman, those who can
not afford to go out fly fishing, I
do not think that this is a step in
the right direction. I think that our
waters should be open to the resi-
dents of this State who want to go
out and fish and I hope that the
motion will not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chalir recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr.
McClure.

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, as
my colleague from Oxford County
stated the other day, the people
from the Atlantic waters should not
take any part in this. My colleague
here on my left, Mr. Carville, is
down here to represent the people
in his county, in his district, and I
believe that they instructed him on
this matter and that we should not
take any part in it. If they want
fly fishing, I think we should go
along with them and take care of
our own counties.

The SPEAKER: Is
ready for the question?

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Wilton, Mr. Morison.

Mr. MORISON: Mr. Speaker, one
of the speakers said that this is not
the way to conserve our fishing, to
make better fishing. I think it is
just for that purpose and if you re-
strict those waters to fly fishing,
you will have fishing that will be
better and that will last longer. If
you catch out these small trout,
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which the small boy with the alder
pole would do if he had the chance,
maybe he would throw back the
small ones, but there won’t be many
of them left. Again I say, as I did
the other day, those small boys are
prouder to catch fish with flies
than any of us older fishermen. I
hope the motion does not prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from South
Portland, Mr. Jordan.

Mr. JORDAN: Mr, Speaker, as
one of the signers of the majority
report “QOught not to pass” of the
Pish and Game Committee, after
careful consideration, we felt that
we should follow along as near as
possible with the stream-lined laws
that were passed four years ago,
and as one poor, little lobster fish-
erman from Cape Elizabeth, I hope
that the motion of the gentleman,
wherever he comes from, prevails.
(Laughter)

The SPEAKER: Is the
ready for the question?

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Bangor, Mr. Wight.

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I signed
the minority report on this bill that
it should pass for the simple rea-
son that I believe that a great
many of these lakes and small
ponds should be limited to fly fish-
ing. Everybody can fly fish if they
want to; I think we would have a
lot of the small fish. Therefore, I
ho;;e that the motion will not pre-
vail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Lewiston,
Mr. Doucette.

Mr. DOUCETTE: Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of the gentleman.
I wish to say that owing to the
fact that not everyone who goes
fishing happens to be an expert fly
fisherman,—especially the young-
sters who like to go out and fish
with a worm,—they have no other
way cr means of fishing, it is de-
priving them of a chance to fish.
We, as members of the Legislature,
a few weeks back voted against a
closed shop. In pushing through
this legislation, we will be closing
another stream or another pond to
someone who would like to go fish-
ing there. I, myself, am an expert
fly fisherman; I do most of my
fishing, fly fishing. I have a guide
that guides me around. At one
time, one of my legislative friends
—he can bear me out on this—Mr.
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Jalbert, acted as my guide, one day.
I have never seen him go back fish-
ing since. (Laughter) I do not
know whether he was sick or tired
or what. So, therefore, I wish to
say that I wish to go along with the
motion of the gentleman.

The SPEAKER: Is the
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Hollis, Mr. Byron, that this
matter be indefinitely postponed,
being a Resolve Permitting Fly
Pishing in Certain Waters of
Franklin County. The same gen-
tleman has requested a division.
Those in favor of the indefinite
postponement of this Iesolve will
please rise and remain standing un-
til counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had.
. The SPEAKER: Fifty-nine hav-
Ing voted in the affirmative and
thirty-nine in the negative, the
matter has been indefinitely post-
poned.

House

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: Under Orders
of the Day the Chair lays before
the House the first tabled and to-
day assigned matter, House Report
“A” “Cught not to pass”’, House Re-~
port “B” “Ought to pass in new
draft” (H. P, 1736) (L. D. 1478) un-
der new title of “An Act Providing
for the Payment of a Bonus to
Maine Veterans of World War II
and to Provide for the Payment
Thereof by Running Horce Racing”
of the Committee on Military Af-
fairs on Bill “An Act Providing for
the Payment of a Bonus to Maine
Veterans of World War II and to
Provide for the Payment Thereof
by Running Horse Racing.” (H. P.
1578) (L. D. 1227) (In House, on
May 1st, Report “A” Accepted.)
tabled on May 2nd, by the gentle-
man  from Farmington, Mr. Mills,
pending motion of the gentleman
from Shapleigh for reconsideration.

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
irom Shapleigh, Mr. Gallant, that
the House reconsider its action
whereby it accepted the “Ought not
to pass” report of the Committee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Waterville, Mr, Muskie.

Mr. MUSKIE: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This is not
my motion, but I do think that the
House should reconsider its action
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for this reason: The vote whereby
the House Report “A” “Ought not to
pass” was accepted was, I believe,
fifty-five to forty-nine, which was
less than two-thirds of the total
members of this House. It is my
feeling that in justice to the vet-
erans, we should have a more con-
vincing demonstration of the sense
of this House with reference to this
particular bonus measure. I think
the veterans will feel better if they
know your decision is decisive, and
it will be decisive if more of us par-
ticipate in the vote on the measure.
I want to say nothing more on the
merits, aside from this particular
point: That this is a bonus measure
that is, in my mind, as unselfish a
request as could be presented on the
behalf of any group in this State.
The veterans have indicated to me
quite convincingly they would not
approve a bonus which would re-
quire a tax measure: they have ad-
vocated this by a large majority, as
far as those veterans I have con-
tacted are concerned. I would re-
quest your reconsideration so that
the House may pass upon this mea-
sure in larger number.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr.
McClure.

Mr. McCLURE: Mr, Speaker, I
concur with my colleague from
Waterville. I think it is a matter
that needs the consideration of
more than ninety-six members.
They had faith in us when they left.
We feel, some of us, anyway, from
what we read, that we may have
ancther war in the future. If we
have not kept our faith with these
boys who defended us in the past,
are the boys in the future going to
believe that we will keep our faith
with them? I only think it is fair
that we reconsider this, now that
we have many more members here,
and give it the due consideration
that it deserves. Running races, I
believe, was the heading we had—
we have deleted the dog tracks, and,
as I stated here before, if we allow
gambling in the State of Maine, why
should we make any exceptions, if
it is on horse racing?

We had a large mass meeting, as
I stated before, in our city, only on
Sunday, and, with few exceptions,
the boys unanimously endorsed even
a State lottery. There are a lot of
boys who have reached the age that
they can not go to college. It has
been a handicap to them financial-
ly to have served in this war while
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many of us at home made money.
We know our industries made money
at cost plus ten per cent. The least
we can do is give this reconsidera-
tion, and I trust that you gentlemen
will go along with that one matter.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Fort
Kent, Mr. Cousins,

Mr. COUSINS: Mr, Speaker, I
have said all that I am going to say
on this measure. I just want to say
that I am in favor of Mr. Muskie’s
motion,

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Lewiston,
Mr. Doucette.

. Mr. DOUCETTE: Mr. Speaker, I
rise in favor of the ninety-two
thousand odd veterans that served
in the last war and I say that they
should have the support of this
House in the reconsideration of this
bill. At least, we can give to those
veterans the benefit of the doubt in
giving them the reconsideration.
That is all I will say in regard to
this measure.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Shapleigh, Mr. Gallant, that
the House reconsider its action
whereby it accepted the “Ought not
to pass” report from the Committee
on Military Affairs on Bill “An Act
Providing for the Payment of a
Bonus to Maine Veterans of World
War II and to Provide for Payment
Thereof by Running Horse Racing.”

All those in favor of the motion
to reconsider this matter will please
say aye; those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,
a division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Sixty-seven hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
thirty-five having voted in the neg-
ative, the motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Water-
ville, Mr. Muskie.

Mr. MUSKIE: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I now move
the acceptance of House Report “B”
“Ought to pass in new draft.”

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Bath,
Mr. McClure.

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, and
I move that when the vote is taken,
it be taken by a yea and nay vote.

The SPEAKER: The question
before the House is upon the ac-
ceptance of House Report “B” of
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the Committee on Military Affairs
the report being “Ought to pass in
new draft” under the new title of
“An Act Providing for the Payment
of a Bonus to Maine Veterans of
World War II and to Provide for
the Payment Thereof by Running
Horse Racing”.

Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

The gentleman from Bath, Mr.
McClure, has requested that the
vote be taken by the yeas and nays.

In order for the yeas and nays
to be in order, one-fifth of the
members present must indicate their
desire.

Those in favor of voting by the
yeas and nays will please rise and
remain standing until counted and
the monitors have made and re-
turned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: One hundred
thirty-three being pljesent and
twenty-two having indicated their
consent, twenty-two being less than
one-fifth of the members present,
the yeas and nays are not in order.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Waterville, Mr. Muskie.

Mr. MUSKIE: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask for a division.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Waterville, Mr. Muskie, has
requested a division.

Those in favor of the acceptance
of the “Ought to pass” report of
the Committee will please rise and
remain standing until counted and
the monitors have made and re-
turned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Sixty-four hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
fifty-two having voted in the nega-
tive, the “Ought to pass” report of
the Committee has been accepted.

This being a printed bill, under
suspension of the rules it was giv-
en its three several readings and
passed to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the first unas-
signed matter pursuant to the
House Order heing House Report
“Ought not to pass” of the Com-
mittee on Taxation on Bill “An Act
Relating to Tax on Cigarettes.” (H.
P. 635) (L. D. 415) tabled on May
1 by the gentleman from Rockland,
Mr. Sleeper, pending acceptance of
the committee report.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Rockland, Mr, Sleeper.
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Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: Today ap-
parently is a d-y of changing con-
victions, when blocs crumble and
ideas fade and pass away. This
might not be, however, the case
later ,in today’s session: it might
not be the case tomorrow or the
next day. I still feel that there are
some pending measures before this
House that are worthy of consid-
eration. I will not name them but
among them, of course, is the teach-
ers’ pay raise, the employees’ pen-
sion fund, and the cost of living
raise to State employees. These
will, undoubtedly, demand a little
money. Now, as to whether this
House will yield on the sales tax or
the income tax, is a question for
you to decide, I have been here six
- or seven terms; perhaps one of the
reasons I keep coming back so eas-
ily is that I never change my mind,
and I always go by what I am told
by the people I represent.

If they tell me that they do not
favor this tax or that tax, I do not
vote for it. If they tell me that they
do not favor a sales tax, I do not
vote for it. If they tell me that
they do not favor a gas tax, I do
not vote for it, and I never will
If they tell me that they do not
favor an income tax, I do not vote
for it and I never will. I do not
know how the rest of you feel,
perhaps your ideas run differently
than mine, but that is the way it
stands with me and I hope that
is the way it stands with the ma-
jority of the members of this
House. So I would think, perhaps,
it is safe to say that the House will
not pass with a two-thirds vote
either a sales or an income tax and,
apparently, the powers that be do
not wish these taxes to go before
the people. Why, I do not know,
because if they are necessary, if
they are filling an urgent need, of
course the people will vote for them.

However, I do feel and I have
found out that the majority of the
People do favor an increased ciga-
rette tax. I would like to read this
letter, which is well written, and I
will say right here that this is per-
haps just one out of one hundred
or more letters that I have received
during this last three or four months
of turmoil and strife. That same
turmoil and strife does not bother
me one bit because I like it.

“Dear Mr. Sleeper:”

(I will read the whole letter be-
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cause it is the gist of most of the
letters that I get)

“You are doing a wonderful job
in holding the “No Tax Line” (at
Augusta).

“If your constituents are like
ours in opinion you are gaining
prestige that means an interested
backing.

“There is only one way to force
economy at Augusta. That is to deny
them. Otherwise we’ll have to build
another State House to hold the un-
necessary employees; talk about
people on the Welfare and the in-
efficiency of the Welfare Dept.—
well, no doubt all that is true. But
most of us know that the Welfare
jobs start right in the state house
with jobs given and created to last
many years, for political purposes
only.

“The recession already here, and
the coming depression will not allow
new taxes; to create them will mean
economic disaster to the State. We
have people now coming in to the
State to become local taxpayers who
are coming for the principal reason
that they feel Maine is a conserva-
tive State; that we won’t have these
new taxes. We need them to take
up our old farms, and so forth.
Let’s not drive them out.

“However, if in the last analysis,
our Legislature feels that we must
have some new revenue, then just
add on a percent to cigarettes and
liquor. The summer people will
have to pay a good part of this in-
crease, but they’re used to high pri-
ces for the same things in their
states mostly. Then, at least, the
Republican party can state truth-
fully that they ‘created no New
Taxes’.”

“But if we can do fairly and just-
ly without any new revenue then
continue in the good job youre
doing; hold the line for ‘No New
Taxes.” ”

So, with that thought in mind, I
feel we will still have to hang onto
the cigarette tax. I feel we do need
some new revenue, not toco much. We
can issue the bonds for these build-
ings, the insane asylums, colleges,
and Pownal. That will fill the bill,
and for the ready cash, an added
cigarette tax will easily do it, and,
with that thought in mind, I have
had prepared for me a very large
and comprehensive amendment
which will bring in about $4,500,-
000 in revenue to the State. In ad-
dition to the two cent extra tax on



LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MAY 6, 1947

each package of cigarettes, this
amendment will also tax cigars and
that will get me because I do not
smoke cigarettes, and that will tax
tobacco products of all kinds. For
that reason, Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, I would like
to substitute the bill for the “Ought
not to pass” report, lay it on the
table pending reproduction of this
amendment, which provides for a
tax on cigars and other tobacco
products and which will yield the
State $4,500,000.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper, moves
that the bill be substituted for the
“Ought not to pass” report of the
Committee.

Is the House ready for the ques-
tion?

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Bangor, Mr. Wight.

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I wish to
rise in support of Mr. Sleeper’s mo-
tion. We were told here, yesterday,
that a sales tax would cost to col-
lect $240,000 the first year; after
that $150,000 a year. That means
more expenses for the State, and I
do not think we want that. The
cigarette tax will yield $2,000,000
and I believe the tobacco tax, which
Mr. Sleeper proposes, is something
like $2,500,000 more. I was talking
with our friend Dave Stevens this
morning, and he tells me that to
collect the cigarette tax will cost
practically nothing for his depart-
ment. He figures that one extra
clerk will take care of the expense
of collecting that extra cigarette
tax. So I hope that Mr. Sleeper’s
motion will prevail and that we can
consider this bill as amended.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Farming-
ton, Mr. Mills.

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, at the
present time, these two giants, the
income tax and the sales tax appear
to be hors de combat. Both are
resting on the respective tables of
this Legislature. Because of the
fact that the suggested solution of
the gentleman from Rockland, Mr.
Sleeper, may prove to be the an-
swer, at least, it may prove to be
one which should be given serious
consideration, I hope that his mo-
tion will prevail in order to keep it
alive and in order to keep it be-
fore us, as it may be a resort which
we need, since the other two great
tax measures may beat themselves
out and fall to the ground. There-
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fore I hope that the motion of the
gentleman from Rockland, Mr.
Sleeper, will prevail.

The SPEAKER: Is the
ready for the question?

The question before the House
is upon the motion of the gentle-
man from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper,
that the House substitute the bill
for the “Ought not to pass” report
of the committee.

All those in favor will say aye;
those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed.

This being a printed bill, under
suspension of the rules it was giv-
en its two several readings.

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker, 1
now offer House Amendment “A”
and move that it be tabled pending
printing, because it is large and
comprehensive.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper, pre-
sents House Amendment “A” and
moves its adoption., The Chair un-
derstands that the gentleman from
Rockland, Mr. Sleeper, now moves
that this matter be laid on the table
pending adoption and be specially
assigned for later in today’s session.
Is this the pleasure of the House?

Thereupon the matter was tabled
and specially assigned for later in
today’s session, pending adovtion of
House Amendmnt “A”.

On motion of Mr. Mills of Farm-
ington, the House recessed until
1:30 P. M, E. 8. T.

AFTER RECESS
1:30 P. M., ES.T.

The House was called to order by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Farm-
ington, Mr. Mills.

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, out of
order and under suspension of the
rules, I present an order and re-
quest its passage.

The SPEAKER: The genfleman
from Parmington, Mr. Mills, pre-
sents an order out of order and
under suspension of the rules and
moves its passage. The Clerk will
read the order.

Orders Out of Order

On motion by Mr. Mills of Parm-
ington, out of order and under
suspension of the rules, it was
.ORDERED, the Senate concur-
ring, that H. P. 1708, L. D. 1434,
“An Act relating to State Normal
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Schools’ Reserve Accounts”, be re-
called to the House from the Gov-
ernor, for further consideration.

On further motion by the same
gentleman, the order was ordered
sent forthwith to the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Byron of Hollis,
out of order and under suspension
of the rules, it was

ORDERED, the Senate concur-
ring, that H. P. 1722, L. D. 1454,
“An Act Relating to Hunting and
Trapping Seasons,” be recalled to
the House from the Governor, for
further consideration.

On further motion by the same
gentleman, the order was ordered
sent forthwith to the Senate.

Mr. LORD of Camt;en: Mr. Speak-

er — —

The SPEAKER: For what purpose
does the gentleman rise?

Mr. LORD: Mr. Speaker, I should
like to have action on the recalled
matter that we have here.

The SPEAKER: Upon the request
of the gentleman from Camden, Mr.
Lord, the Chair lays before the
House the first recalled matter, An
Act Relating to Closed Time on

callops (H. P. 471) (L. D. 276).

Mr. LCRD: Mr. Speaker, I move
that we reconsider our action
whereby we passed this matter to
be enacted.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Camden, Mr. Lord, moves that
the House reconsider its action of
April 22nd, whereby this measure
was passed to be enacted.

Is it the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the same gentleman.

Mr. LORD: Mr. Speaker, I now
move indefinite postponement.

The SPEAKER: The same gentle-
man now moves that this matter be
indefinitely postponed.

Is it the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chalr lays
before the House the first today as-
signed matter, An Act Imposing a
Sales and Use Tax to Raise Addi-
tional Revenue. (H. P. 1731) (L. D.
1470), tabled by the gentleman from
Farmington, Mr. Mills. This bill
having had its three several read-
ings in the House, and having been
passed to be engrossed, and having
had its two several readings in the
Senate, and having been passed to
be engrossed, and the Committee
on Engrossed Bills having reported
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that it is truly and strictly en-
grossed, is it now the pleasure of
the House that it pass to be en-
acted? This being an emergency
measure, under the Constitution, it
requires for its passage the affirma-
tive vote of two-thirds of the entire
elected membership of the House.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman
man from Fairfield, Mr. Wood-
worth.

Mr., WOODWORTH: Mr. Speak-
er, I had intended to make a motion
for indefinite postponement of this
bill, but now the question is before
the House I do not think it is
necessary. I move the vote be taken
by a division.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the passage
of this bill to be enacted. The Chair
recognizes the ' gentleman - from
Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I do
not think this bill yet has had a
fair chance as a revenue raising
measure. As I understand it, it
still stands as a two per cent sales
tax, as an emergency measure, and
it seems to me that it is very un-
likely that it will ever pass in its
present form. If the vote is taken
in its present form, I shall vote for
the enactment of the measure, but
it raises more money than the State
needs and I believe it would be
more favorably received if it were
amended to be an emergency with
a one per cent sales tax. Having
this in mind, I considered the pre-
paration of an amendment for that
purpose and was advised that such
an amendment had already been
written; and, for that reason, as-
suming that such an amendment
would be offered, I did not, myself,
proceed to duplicate the work which
I was told had been, or was being
done. Unless that amendment is to
be offered, it would be my intention
to ask that consideration be defer-
red until someone else will offer
such an amendment or until I can
have one prepared. I do not know,
Mr. Speaker, whether I should
make the motion now unless I see
some signs that someone is going to
present such an amendment, so I
move that the motion lie on the
table for later consideration.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase,
moves that this matter be laid on
the table pending passage to be en-
acted and to be taken up later in
today’s session.
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Is it the pleasure of the House?

All those in favor will say aye;
those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed and the matter
was so tabled.

The SPEAKER: The House may
be at ease.

At Ease

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Cape
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I move
that we take from the table L. D.
1470, An Act Imposing a Sales and
Use Tax to Raise Additional Rev-

enue.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Cape Elizabeth, Mr. Chase,
moves to take from the table An
Act Imposing a Sales and Use TaXxX
to Raise Additional Revenue (H. P.
1731) (L. D. 1470) tabled on May 6,
by the gentleman from Farmington,
Mr. Mills, pending passage to be
enacted.

Is it the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I now
move the pending question.

The SPEAKER: The pending
question is the passage of this act
to be enacted as an emergency mea-
sure.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Bangor, Mr. Finnegan.

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr, Speaker, if
1t is in order at this time, I would
like to state my objections to the
enactment of this bill.

. The SPEAKER: It is in order,
sir.

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker, It
is simply to restate my position
which I have outlined on these em-
ergency tax measures. I have no
idea that I will change anyone’s
vote but I want to be sure that at
least I am recorded on the basis on
which I object to an emergency tax
measure of any nature which neces-
sitates a major change in our tax-
ation program in this State.

Any change as radical as this or
the other tax which has been pro-
posed deserves a lot of considera-
tion. The possibilities of this tax
in_future operations should be care-
fully considered. I am not so much
concerned as to whether this tax is
one per cent or two per cent,
whether it includes certain com-
modities or excludes certain com-
modities; I think that is relatively
unimportant. But this does provide

1681

a vehicle for some future Legisla-
ture to harness up a spending pro-
gram. Now whatever this tax is
that we have to start with, it will
either do the job or it will not. No-
body can tell with any certainty; it
is a fluctuating affair. The result of
this tax must necessarily depend
upon the ability of the people to
purchase goods and it does affect
the people in this way, inasmuch as
it does not in any way affect or
eliminate the cause of most of our
concern, that is, extravagant and
unwarranted spending, it fails, in
my estimation, to do the work that
we should do.

Now, I am not at all afraid to re-
fer this matter to the people. I
think it takes more courage to ad-
minister a little financial surgery to
our present administration’s spend-
ing departments than it does to re-
fer a major tax change to the peo-
ple who, in the years to come, will
be saddled with this for good or for
evil. They are going to pay the
tax; I believe they have a right to
pass on it. Now I am not saying
that with the hope that this tax
may not pass a referendum vote; it
may very well do that. I think it is
the only tax that would pass a
referendum vote. But I say that
the people back in the homes who
are going to be saddled with it and
who are going to assume the bur-
den of it, I believe they have a
right to be heard and I, for one,
will not under any -circumstance
vote an emergency tax measure
without having it referred to the
people, which, of course, means that
I will not vote for an emergency tax
measure,

Now, as to this tax itself; there
are tremendous administrative prob-
lems involved. An area as large as
the State of Maine must necessarily
have a terrific lot of policing. I do
not know who is going to do that
policing but it is certainly going to
cost somebody some money; it is go-
ing to entail a burdensome crew to
see that the tax is collected and
paid. The opportunity for evasion
which is prevalent in every state
where this tax is established, where
they buy the goods in New York and
ship them to New Jersey, or some
place to avoid the resident tax, that
iIs a problem and who is going to
police that? And, last but not least,
of all these objections I believe that
the terms which we are imposing
upon the people who are going to
ultimately pay this tax, that is the
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little fellow with the small or larger
family, who can least afford to pay
it, he will have to pay it. As I see
it, it does not seem to me whether
it is one per cent, one-half of one
per cent, or two per cent, whatever
the tax, it must of necessity do the
job that is required, and, to that
extent, these rates will be changed
and there is no denying that fact.
So, this being a plain statement of
facts, I would like, at least, to have
them considered as real objections,
that I am not affiliating myself with
any bloc, I am not lobbying the
House as to what any one would do
with this.

1 believe there is another alter-
native for this tax and I would like
to just suggest it at this time: The
cigarette tax, which Mr., Sleeper
has tabled this morning. I do not
know whether or not it contains
all the tobacco products or whether
it is just confined to cigarettes, but
on the basis proposed it will, ac-
cording to the Tax Commissioner,
provide us $2,000,000 worth of reve-
nue. A very slight adjustment in
the mill tax, which seems to be a
horror when we talk about it to
anybody, that nobody must touch
that property tax. They seem to
be utterly confused and their minds
have been so—I believe, distorted,
as to the importance of what this
tax entails, that I believe that a
little bit of enlightenment, per-
haps, should be given at this time.
A two mill tax, which seems to be
the top that would be required,
maybe less than that, but a two
mill tax on the property now sub-
ject to taxation under the State
taxation program, a two mill tax,
according to the Tax Commission-
er. would provide approximately $1,-
500,000. Now, in this cigarette tax,
and in this mill tax, you have a
total of $3,500,000 per year, which is
$7,000,000 for the biennium. Now,
if you contrast the administration
of this type of tax, which does not
necessitate more than one em-
ployee, I believe, according to the
Commissioner, the machinery is all
set up, there is nothing to be add-
ed, there is no policing, there are
none of the objections which I have
mentioned to this proposed sales
tax. I say that that, to me, is the
simplest and the surest way of ac-
complishing the results we are af-
ter and enable us to go home and
provide sufficient funds to do the
job that is required.

In this connection, as I say, I
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want to be understood that I am
not trying to set up myself as a
Communist. I am just a freshman
in this hall of statesmen and I de-
fer to the wiser counsel of people
who have been here many years but
this is the way it occurs to me so I
fffer my solution to the tax prob-
em.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Port-
land, Mr. McGlauflin.

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker,
I take very opposite view from that
of the gentleman who has just
spoken. I have tried to make it
clear and I think I have that my
feeling is_that this job is up to us.
To me, it seems like a cowardly
thing to be passing the buck back
to the people after they chose us
to do this job. If we can not meet
this situation, I, for one, shall go
home ashamed of the fact that we
were not big enough to measure up
to the standards that we were
called upon to fill.

Just a word on this latest prop-
osition about cigarettes. That is a
measure that does not meet with
my approval at all because you are
putting the tax on just one class
of people and that is the men who
smoke. The tax now is so big that
you are paying more for taxes than
you do for tobacco. Cigarettes are
up out of sight in price. I do not
use them. I smoked everything that
is smokable in the past to some ex-
tent. Just now I am not using to-
bacco so that does not affect me but
I do say it is a totally unfair tax
for a major tax.

Now, coming back for a moment
to this sales tax. - We had in mind
when we came here that we might
do some pretty good chores. One
of the propositions was to take off
the 7% mills from real estate tax-
ation and pass that back to the
towns. We have found that not
only the State needed money but
that the towns needed money, too.
The State has ways of getting mon-
ey, the towns have very few ways
of getting money except to increase
the already intolerable rates on real
estate. Now, it has so happened,
that there is not any possible pros-
pect of getting that real estate tax
taken away from the State and
passed on to the towns. We have
had up for consideration three pos-
sible methods of raising the neces-
sary money. I say necessary, I, at
least, am convinced that we do need
some more mohey. We need it to
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take care of the school teachers;
we need it to take care of the Uni-
versity of Maine; we need it to take
care of Pownal; we need it to take
care of general expenses, and, being
convinced that money is needed,
then the question comes as to
where we are going to get it.

We have definitely turned down
the combination sales and income
tax. I, myself, am thoroughly con-
vinced from the interviews I have
had in the City of Portland and
with many members of this Legis-
lature that you are never going to
get to first base on the income tax
no matter how good it is, you are
not going to get it across and that
leaves the only feasible and the most
practical way of raising money, as
it seems to me at this time, is by
passing the sales tax. A good many
of you do not like the sales tax.
We do not, any of us, want addi-
tional taxes unless they are ahbso-
lutely necessary. The situation that
we are facing right now is that we
can pass a tax as an emergency, in
that case we can go home being
secure in the fact that all of the
measures we have passed will be
taken care of. If we merely pass
any tax, no matter what is is, with-
out an emergency, we do not know
today and we won’t know for months
whether we have accomplished any-
thing at all in the nineteen weeks
we have spent up at this State
House.

This measure that is before you
now provides something for the
towns. If we accept the one per
cent tax, the towns are going to get
nothing. Now there are many of
you people from all over the State
of Maine that realize the fact that
your towns need some more money.
It is just as plain as a,b,c, that if
we have to adopt the one per cent
tax, you are going to get nothing,
Now, the measure that will be be-
fore you in just a minute is: will
you go ahead with the two per cent
tax, pass it as an emergency, pass
it so that you know the towns are
going to get something, you know
that the schools are going to be
taken care of, you know that Pow-
nal and the University of Maine
will be cared for and we can go
home proud of the fact that we
have accomplished something worth-
while. Unless we do that everything
is left in the lap of the gods as to
what will happen in the future. I
am voting for this tax measure now.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?
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The question before the House is
upon the passage of an Act Im-
posing a Sales and Use Tax to Raise
Additional Revenue (H. P. 1731) (L.
D. 14'10) as an emergency measure
and, under the Constitution, it re-
quires the affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the entire elected mem-
bership of the House.

Those in favor of its passage as
an emergency measure will please
rise and remain standing until
counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Sixty-seven hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
sixty-two having voted in the nega-
tive, the measure fails of passage
as an emergency measure.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I
now move that we reconsider our
action whereby this bill “An Act
Imposing a Sales and Use Tax to
Ralise Additional Revenue” failed of
passage as an emergency measure,
for the purpose of offering an
amendment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
inquire how the gentleman voted on
the previous question.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, 1
voted no.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Williams, moves
that the House reconsider its action
whereby it failed to enact this mat-
ter as an emergency measure.

All those in favor will say aye;
those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,
a division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Seventy-six hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and
forty-four having voted in the nega-
tive, the motion prevails.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the same gentleman.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I
now move that we reconsider our
action whereby we passed Legislative
Document 1470 to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: The same gentle-
man now moves that the House
reconsider its action of yesterday
whereby this measure was passed to
be engrossed.

Is this the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the same gentleman.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I now pre-
sent House Amendment “E” to
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Legislative Document 1470, Bill “An
Act Imposing a Sales and Use Tax
to Raise Additional Revenue. This
amendment has been distributed
under filing number 416.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Williams, pre-
sents House Amendment “E” and
moves its adoption.

The Clerk will read the amend-
ment.

House Amendment “E” to H. P.
1731, L. D. 1470, Bill “An Act Im-
posing a Sales and Use Tax to Raise
Additional Revenue.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
the figure “2%” wherever it ap-
pears therein, and inserting in place
thereof the figure ‘1%’ .

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out all that part designated
“Sec. 356” and inserting in place
thereof the following:

‘Sec. 356. Disposition of proceeds.
The entire proceeds of this tax shall
be credited to the general fund.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: It has be-
come apparent that it is roing to
be difficult to pass any tax measure
to cover the items that have previ-
ously been passed by this House.
This bill, as orignally reported from
the Committee, calls for a two per
cent sales tax. This amendment,
as you will note, proposes reducing
that to one per cent. If the esti-
mates are correct, this will produce
about three and one-fourth million
dollars and we need approximately
one-half million to balance our ap-
propriations, which would leave a
little less than three million dollars
to cover new legislative matters
calling for appropriations. This
would not be enough to cover all the
matters that have been passed
through this branch of the Legisla-
ture and are now tabled In_ one
branch or the other. But by elimi-
nating some of them, it would cover,
I believe, the essential matters. You
will note the amendment, in sec-
tion 356, disposition of proceeds pro-
vides that the entire amount raised
be paid into the general fund. I,
with many other members of this
House, and with members of our
respective communities, would like
to relieve the municipalities to
some extent from the property tax.
However, that is not possible unless
we pass a major tax bill that would
raise nearly ten million dollars. It
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does not seem to me that we will
really be relieving the situation in
the towns to any considerable ex-
tent unless we eliminate the State
property tax, which would not be
posmtble under this bill, in any
event.

Therefore, I believe we would do
well to consider amending this bill
and raising merely one per cent.
The cost of administration would
obviously be as great raising one
per cent as it would be raise two.
I understand that that would cost
approximately $125,000 per year.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Cape
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I hope
that the House will adopt this
amendment.

Speaking on the general situation
of the tax program, the other day,
I suggested to the House a program
by which we would raise by sales
tax $3,500,000 and use the income
tax bill with a referendum as a
substitute for the property tax to
give the people of the State an op-
portunity to relieve themselves by
substituting one tax for another.
We are talking now about $3,000,000
but half a million dollars is noth-
ing for me to concede. We fall
half a million dollars short in rais-
ing the additional revenue which
we need to pay our bills. I would
go along with Mr. Sleeper on part of
this cigarette tax if it develops that
we need a little more money.

1 claim no following here, how-
ever, and, although the other day
a substantial number were good
enough in rising with me in endors-
ing a program which I suggested,
as I have just outlined, and I should
like to say that if this amendment
is adopted and if, with this amend-
ment this sales tax is due to pass
as an emergency measure, then I
shall be very glad to cooperate with
the friends of the income tax in an
effort to pass that with a referen-
dum clause by which the people,
themselves, can relieve themselves
of the property tax if they see fit
to so do. I hope the amendment
will be adopted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Meloon.

Mr. MELOON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: During the
three or four months I think it is
five now, that we have been asso-
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ciated here together, we have come
to know each other pretty well and
I think most of us have learned to
like the other fellow pretty well and
have quite a lot of respect for his
judgment. I think I am expressing
the sentiment of this House because
I feel it myself that I am, personally,
very proud to have been a member
of this Ninety-third Legislature. I
have made some very fine acquain-
tances and many of them have de-
veloped into what I believe will be
firm friends throughout the coming
years. . .

I realize that we owe a certain
amount, a considerable amount, of
loyalty to our leaders of the various
parties and to the people back home.
Now, the people back home, I should
just like to speak about them a
moment, as I find them, and I think
my community is not too far dif-
ferent from other communities in
the State. They have been following,
during the last four months, our
doings down here, sometimes by
contact with the members of the
Legislature and sometimes daily
through the newspapers, and their
minds are pretty well made up, I
mean the thinking group, the people
that you and I know that are busi-
ness men, that are taxpayers, and
are professional men back home.
They have not had the opportunity
that we have had to hear the merits
of the various requests for funds
discussed. In other words, they have
not been attending a session of
school as we have, to have those
things brought up to us, and we
could make our individual decisions.

I think that when we accepted
this job down here, we took the re-
sponsibility of our acts for the best
interests of the folks back home
and the best interests of the State
of Maine squarely on our own
shoulders and, I think, in that ca-
pacity, we have to act and we have
to act with courage. Never mind
where the fault-finding may arise
from; never mind where things may
seem to go haywire when you get
back home, if it is your own firm
conviction that it is for the best
good: of the people of the State
of Maine that we should vote so
and so, I certainly hope that we
will do it; that we will be very
united in doing it. I am not asking
anybody to change his vote or do
differently, but I am asking you
to give very serious consideration to
the responsibility that each and all
of you share.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bangor,
Mr. Finnegan.

Mr. FINNEGAN: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I do not
intend to develop my objections
to this one per cent tax any further
than I have already done in my
previous remarks. I arise, this time,
to sort of clarify it, in the minds
of some people whose minds need
clarifying, 1 intended to previously
but I got off on another tangent,
%nd that is in reference to this mill
ax.

That is a bugaboo that we talk
about and it is a terrific burden
which the towns are assuming,
which the cities are assuming, but
it resolves itself to me in this fash-
ion: A town or a city has a tax
rate of seven per cent, $70 per
thousand, and that 1is probably
higher than most and maybe small-
er than some others. Of that $70,
$63 remains for local use. $7 of
that, or approximately $7.25, to be
exact, of the present mill tax goes
to the State. If a town has a rate
of six per ceut, or $60 per thousand,
the town retains $53 for its own
use, $7.25 is retained by the State.
Now from that general fund, the
State is expected to take care of
the relief rolls, the administration
of all State affairs, all of the things
that the State does for the towns
and does for the cities, and I think
that if anybody ver proposes that
we step out of that very modest as-
sessment and substitute for that
any form of income or sales tax,
they will be taking a step off the
greatest precipice that they have
ever taken, This is fixed, it is sim-
ple, it is inexpensive and two mills
added to that would simply mean
$2.00 added to that tax. That is, if
the tax was nine mills, the town
would still retain $61 and the State
would take $9 for all these things
we are expected to furnish.

Again, to straighten out any mis-
apprehension that may be existing
in anybody’s mind that the substi-
tution of the cigarette tax and the
adjustment of the mill tax would
hecessitate an emergency vote; that
iIs not necessary, they are auto-
matic, these taxes are already in
effect. It simply means adjusting
the rates so you can go home with
your job well done if in the course
of our voting and our deliberations
here we fail to pass any of these
emergency tax measures that are
now proposed. I just want to clari-
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fy that, that some way or other
there has been built up in the
minds of the people that the State
is responsible for this terrific tax
load. It is responsible just to the
extent I have mentioned, the extent
of seven mills, and if your tax is
six per cent, or seven per cent, or
eight per cent, or five per cent, this
stays fixed at seven mills and let
us not let anybody take that out of
our mind because those are the
facts. Now, with that explana-
tion, I certainly want to conclude
my remarks.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Rock-
land, Mr. Sleeper.

Mr. SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: Since it
appears that this vote might be on
a division, I would like to, on the
record for what few friends I have
left, say that I will not vote for this
amendment; I am still not in favor
of the sales tax in any form what-
soever. It is still a sales tax; it is
still unwarranted and still un-
called for. In my opinion, the only
saving grace that the tax had was
a kick-back to the cities and towns.
Now that that is gone, there is no
justification at all for this tax.

I will not build up the good points
of the next tax measure, the cig-
arette tax, but this one per cent
sales tax will not net as much as
the cigarette tax would and, there-
fore, would not accomplish the
same purpose. It has been opti-
mistically stated that the adminis-
tration of this tax would be $125,-
000; yet I see that the Committee
on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs are asking for Legislative
Document 1470 for administration
of the sales tax, $422,000, that is
quite a difference, that is $300,000
more than the optimistic advocate
of this amendment stated, $300,000.
Take $422,000 from the pitiful pen-
nies that you will wring from the
people on this sales tax, and you
won’t have too much left, and I
still say that you are still wringing
those pennies., If this tax is so
wonderful, so justified, why not put
this tax to a referendum, or pass
the income tax as an emergency
measure, or better still put both
taxes out to a referendum? We
will get along, until the people
have returned their verdict, on this
cigarette tax; there is no crying,
vital need for these things. No
one is starving.
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I would not vote for this amend-
ment.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the adop-
tion of House Amendment “E”.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Limestone, Mr. Burgess.

Mr. BURGESS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I rise to
voice myself in favor of the adop-
tion of this amendment and the
sales tax if this amendment is
adopted.

I would like to point out to you
something which- you already know,
but allow me to call your attention
to it. We have passed here the so-
called teachers’ bill, which, if my
memory is correct, would put back
into the various communities of
the State $1,400,000 the first year
and $2,000,000 thereafter. I agree
that if the tax measure this Legis-
lature passes is scaled down some
that might have to be. But there is
a fund that goes to the community
and it is an ample fund. It is an
accepted statement of fact that the
State does need from three to three
and a balf millions of new money
to carry along the necessary func-
tions of State in addition to the as-
sistance to the towns under the so-
called Williams bill. I hope that
you will accept the amendment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr.
McClure.

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, I
have gone along with my colleague
on many occasions and, on this
particular measure, I feel that we
were sent here by the people to act
as their jurors. After weighing the
evidence, I feel that for the good of
all the sales tax is not the right
measure, therefore I shall vote “no”
on the amendment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from South
Portland, Mr, Jordan.

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the passage of this
sales tax measure. And, if for no
other reason than for one, that we
trusted the people who elected us
as members here, they trusted us
to do what was right. Therefore, if
we pass a sales tax measure, I see
no reason in the world why we
should send it back to the people
again to vote on it as my good
friend from Rockland, Mr. Sleeper,
suggests should be done. It is a
good deal like when you hire a per-
son to work for you, you send him
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out to do a certain job and you ex-
pect him to do it. If he runs back
and asks you how shall I do that
and why shall I do that, the obvi-
ous answer is you discharge the
gentleman. Therefore, if we do not
do our job down here, the general
public has a perfect right, and they
should, discharge us which I think
probably they will. But I certainly
do believe that we must have some
additional revenue. You can not
run things in the way you did in
the horse and buggy days. As one
of my good friends said this morn-
ing, when he referred back to 1919:
Good heavens; I worked for fifty
cents a day in 1914. Still most any
one of us could go out today and
get himself seven or eight dollars
a day. Therefore, that does not
make sense. I think we should as-
sert ourselves and pass a tax meas-
ure that would pay our teachers
somewhere near what they are
worth and, at least, adjourn if we
do not do anything else.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Caribou,
Mr. Collins.

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I am
very definitely in favor of the sales
tax. I would have preferred the
two per cent sales tax but I believe
that this measure, the one per cent
measure, will be fully acceptable
to the people.

In my own community, I have
had only two people who said they
were against the sales tax. One of
those, I went to see personally and
he said that while he did not like
the sales tax, that he was for an
income tax, he definitely would
accept the sales tax if the revenue
to be provided was necessary. I
think there is a general acceptance
of the principle of the sales tax and
I believe the people are in favor
of us passing a tax measure here,
I certainly think we should pass it
as an emergency. I do not like the
cigarette tax because that is only
a selective sales tax, and is a sales
tax just as much as this is, but it
So, I hope
that this amendment will be ac-
cepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Brewer,
Mr. Thompson.

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, as
I have said before in the House,
I represent about eight thousand
people, I have been home about
sixteen different week ends, and
during the sixteen weeks that I
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went home, one man called me up
on Sunday and I lost my dinner
while I listened to him against the
sales tax. That is the only person
who did not want the sales tax.

I was sent over here to use my
best judgment. I do not know why
we should send it back to the
people when they sent us over here
to do our duty. I, for one, want
an emergency on the sales tax and
I shall vote for it.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: There has
been quite a lot of discussion as to
who would pay the tax and upon
whom the burden will fall most
heavily as between a one per cent
sales tax and a tax on cigarettes
and tobacco. So far as I am con-
cerned, I would be exempt from
the tax under the bill proposed by
the gentleman from Rockland be-
cause it happens that I do not use
tobacco. So, from a purely selfish
point of view, I should vote for that
bill instead of a sales tax.

However, I would like to call your
attention to this: It seems to me
that the ordinary man with a small
income, working in a mill or shop,
stops his work and runs out for a
brief smoke and that he will prob-
ably pay a larger percentage of the
tax, under such a tax as that, than
he would under a general sales tax.
This is because the man with the
larger income would buy more ex-
pensive food, more expensive cloth-
ing, and in so doing he would pay
a higher tax. I ask for a division
when the vote is taken.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Williams, that
the House adopt House Amendment
“BE”, and the same gentleman has
requested a division.

All those in favor of the adoption
of House Amendment “E” will please
rise and remain standing until
counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Seventy-five hav-
ing voted in the affirmative and fifty
in the negative, House Amendment
“BE” has been adopted.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Corinth, Mr. Elliott.
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Mr. ELLIOTT: Mr. Speaker, I will
present House Amendment “D” and
move its adoption.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Corinth, Mr. Elliott, presents
House Amendment “D” and moves
its adoption.

The Clerk will read the amend-
ment.

House Amendment “D’ was read
by the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “D” to H. P.
1731, L. D. 1470, Bill “An Act Im-
posing a Sales and Use Tax to Raise
Additional Revenue.” .

Amend said Bill by striking out

a117 of that part designated “Sec.
357.”
Purther amend said Bill by

changing the reference “sections 284
to 357, inclusive,” wherever it ap-
pears in said Bill to read: ‘sections
284 to 356, inclusive,

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Corinth,
Mr. Elliott.

Mr. ELLIOTT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: If you are
not familiar with this bill, section
357 is the one that makes it four
per cent for the first year and after-
wards two and one-half per cent
for the collection of this tax. In
striking out this Section 357, the
Appropriations Committee will take
care of the collection of the tax
which the State Tax Assessor says
would only be one hundred and
twenty-five thousand dollars instead
of four hundred thousand dollars.

Thereupon House Amendment
“D" was adopted and the bill was
passed to be engrossed as amended
in non-concurrence and sent up for
concurrence,.

. On motion by Mr. Mills, of Parm-
ington, the bill and accompanying
papers were ordered sent forthwith
to the Senate.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the second tabled
and today assigned matter House
Amendment “A” (which has been
printed as L. D. 1498) to Bill “An
Act Relating to Tax on Cigarettes.”
(H. P. 635) (L. D. 415), which was
tabled earlier in today’s session by
the gentleman from Rockland, Mr.
Sleeper, pending adoption.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Rockland, Mr, Sleeper.

Mr, SLEEPER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: Recognizing
the need for some money, at least,
I introduced the cigarette tax. The

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, MAY 6, 1947

amendment to the existing cigarette
tax, which will result in bringing to
the State $2,600,000 of new money,
and there will be no additional cost
in the collection of the same be-
cause the set-up already exists and
the machinery is already in motion.

I will not argue too much for the
cigarette tax. Any tax is a nuisance,
but, at least, the cigarette tax is not
a tax on bread, or butter, and it can
be dodged. If you wish, you can
avold it, you can smoke one less
cigarette. Of course you can come
back and say if that is the case
there will be no additional revenue,
but I doubt that, because I do not
think that will make too much dif-
ference in the sales. Cigarettes run
now from eighteen cents in the
chain stores to nineteen cents in the
drug stores and twenty cents in
hotels and inns.

This will apparently solve the
crucial part of the situation. We
need, as near as I can find out, only
about from three to three and a half
millions of new money. This bill
will bring $2,600,000 of new money,
and another measure which I in-
troduced—and you will note that
the bulk of the measures I have
introduced result in money coming
into the State and not money going
out—the other measure, the night
harness racing, should result in two
to four hundred thousand dollars in
new money. That is up to pretty
near the three million dollar figure.
If you need a few hundred thousand
dollars more, you can further amend
this bill and add on some other
thing, such as additional taxes on
liquor, which I do not advocate too
much—I am not talking of myself,
because I understand I am being
wined and dined by other people
—but if you put the liquor tax up
too much—-I think it is better to get
a dollar a bottle on ten bottles
than to get a dollar and ten cents
on eight bottles—but if you think
we can stand more taxes on liquor
you can amend that and get a few
thousand more, or you can tax mov-
ing pictures and other things.

However, I do not think there is
need for any more taxes at this
time other than the cigarette and
obacco tax. That will give us $2,600,-
000, and all we need is in the neigh-
borhood of three million in new
money.

If you want to revamp the entire
tax structure, which is not an ab-
surd idea, because many people are
for it, put out your tax measures on
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a referendum for the people. I
have quite a lot of respect for the
people who sent us here. I think the
majority of the people must be in-
telligent or we would not be here.
(Laughter) I think if I can be sold
the problem they can. I think if
there are enough people in the State
who, if they are convinced that
this State needs to embark on some
new financial set-up, you can sell
that to them on referendum prob-
lems. However, our problem here at
this time is to find about three
million dollars of new money, prin-
cipally to take care of the teachers’
pay raise, retirement fund of the
State employees and other vital
things. This cigarette tax will do
it, and I hope that this House will
go along with me and adopt this
amendment.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Presque
Isle, Mr. Brewer,

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, as
far as this cigarette tax goes, I am
perfectly willing to go along with it
but I do feel that is one thing that
is over-taxed. I do want to point
ouat to the House that two per cent
of your cigarette tax which is
turned into the general fund al-
ready is tied in to old age assist-
ance. Now you will get on the one
per cent tax about one million dol-
lars on cigarettes and, with your
two cent increase, that would give
you your two million dollars. But
I do object to this amendment on
tobacco for the simple reason that
it involves about thirty-five differ-
ent stamps. The fact that it could
not be administered is one reason
that the tax has escaped so far on
tobacco and cigars and I feel that
it would be a very, very costly thing
to enforce. In fact, I do not think
anybody, as yet, will hazard a guess
as to what it would involve on your
tobacco and cigars. Mr., Sleeper
tells you that it will bring in ap-
proximately $600,000 a year; that
would be a very optimistic guess, if
we believe the figures submitted to
us. I would rather go along on
$500,000 or less but I do want to
noint out to you that you will have
to have a lot of investigators, where
vou collect the cigarette tax with-
mit tco much effort. and I wonder
if the amount it brings in is worth
the effort to try to enforce it and
collect it. For that reason, I ob-
ject to Mr. Sleeper’s amendment to
your cigarette bill.

1689

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Bath,
Mr. McClure. .

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to go along with my
colleague, Mr. Sleeper, on his bill.
I opposed the creation of all new
departments before every commit-
tee. We have now a fine depart-
ment collecting our cigarette tax.

I also have faith enough in the
merchants and people of Maine to
think that the amount of money
that they will try to get away with
will be nil. And this is a bill that
will tax me because I use many
cigarettes during the day. I think
it is a fair tax. I think it will help
us in all that my colleague, Mr.
Sleeper, has said. I will go along
Witlg that bill one hundred per
cent.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Fairfield, Mr. Wood-
worth.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
we have as yet enacted no revenue
act and the House has followed the
policy of keeping its tax bills open
until we know that we have ar-
rived somewhere., I hope that this
amendment by the gentleman from
Rockland may be kept alive.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. Allen.

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I would
just add a word in view of my re-
marks last week in regard to the
cigarette tax. The gentleman from
Rockland said a few moments ago,
and the gentleman from Bangor
said a few moments ago, in their
reference to the tax situation that
they “were opposed to any sales
tax.” As has been mentioned here
by another one of my colleagues,
on the right, it seems to me that
any tax that takes the figures that
the gentleman from Rockland is
talking about, the figures which he
claims are even in excess of this
amended sales tax, certainly it must
hit somebody. I say, do we want to
go to the front door and say:
“Gentlemen, may we have one per
cent on your sales,” or, do you want
to continue with what the Maine
Legislature has done for years, go
to the back door and swipe four
million bucks from the baby’s bank
in the back room. That is what
you are going to do. In other words,
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you are taking the money from
the people anyway. Or, are you
going to the front door and say:
“We need the money and we are
not afraid to vote it; we think the
one per cent sales tax will meet
the bills that we have to pay and
will not be in excess of the amounts
needed,” or are you going to con-
tinue by putting another tax on
cigarettes? And I maintain that
a tax on cigarettes will be. a Iot
harder to get off than a sales tax
because the people are very con-
scious of the sales tax and if they
feel that the money is needed, they
will come down, themselves, or send
their representatives down here,
two years from now, and they will
take it off. Once you get a cigar-
ette tax on or any other selective
sales tax, and I repeat a sales tax,
you will not get it off. Not only
that, last July, or last year, it was
mentioned in the House, and wheth-
er or not you agree with the point
—I1 haven’t any figures from the
Gallup pcll or anyone else, as to
who smokes the cigarettes. I main-
tain that more young people smoke
cigarettes than any other group. If
you want to talk about veterans.
you are hitting the veterans when
vou put another tax on cigarettes
because I will wager that the vet-
erans smoke more cigarettes than
any other group because young
people smoke more cigarettes than
any other group.

And I maintain that a miscel-
laneous selective sales tax, is not
the answer and I certainly hope
that the House does not go along
with this amendment presented by
the gentleman from Rockland.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bath, Mr.
McClure.

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker, how
long since have cigarettes and to-
bacco been a necessity. I say that
we are not taking it away from the
child.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Portland,
Mr. McGlauflin.

Mr. McGLAUPFLIN: Mr. Speaker,
the other day, Representative Mec-
Keen told me a story, and I thought
it was a very good one.

A man had a horse to sell, and
another man came along and said:
“How much do you want for that
horse?” He said: “$105”. The other
fellow said: “I will give you $5”. The
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first man said: “That is a heck of a
drop but I will take it.” (Laughter)

It strikes me that you drop about
the same way when you jump from
’ghe sales tax to this fool cigarette
ax.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Augusta,
Mr. Peirce.

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: There are
two reasons why I oppose the cigar-
ette tax and the amendment cover-
ing tobacco. The first reason has
been ably demonstrated by the
gentleman from Presque Isle, when
he showed that the amount of reve-
nue to be obtained is very uncertain.
The second reason I am opposed to
it is what we are already demon-
strating here in this session of the
Legislature, namely, the difficulty of
the entire tax structure of the State
of Maine.

If you have a house resting on
old, rotting, cedar posts, sometime
or other, you will have to remove
those rotting, cedar posts and put
in a solid cement foundation. I
think it is about time the State of
Maine put a solid foundation under
its financial structure and the only
way, at the present time, this can
apparently be done is through the
enactment of some major tax legis-
lation such as a sales tax or an in-
come tax. .

Last summer, in special session,
we were put in the embarrassing
position of having to accept a tax
program offered by a minority
group. I hope we will not have to do
that again. I hope that we can build
up support for a major tax program,
a tax program of the majority party
that will be acceptable to all the
people in the State of Maine.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The question before the House is
upon the adoption of House Amend-
ment “A”, which has been printed
as Legislative Document 1498.

All those in favor of the adoption
of the Amendment will please say
aye; those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being doubted, a
division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Sixty-six having
voted in the affirmative and fifty-
six having voted in the negative,
House Amendment “A” has been
adopted.

Thereupon the bill was given its
third reading, under suspension of
tge rules, and passed to be engross-
ed.
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On motion by Mr. Mills, of Farm-
ington, the bill and accompanying
papers were ordered sent forthwith
to the Senate.

The following paper from the
Senate was taken up out of order
and under suspension of the rules.

Senate Committee Report

“QOught to Pass in New Draft”

From the Senate: Report of the
Committee on Public Utilities on
Bill “An Act Creating a Sewer Dis-
trict for Town of York” (S. P. 450)
(L. D. 1254) reporting same in a
new draft (S. P. 550) (L. D, 1497)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass”.

Came from the Senate with the
Report read and accepted and the
new draft passed to be engrossed.

In the House, Report was read
and accepted in concurrence and
the Bill was given its two several
readings and tomorrow assigned for
third reading.

House at Ease
4:45 P. M, E. S. T.

House called to order
Speaker.

by the

Report of the Committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing action of
the two branches of the Legislature,
on BIill “An Act relating to the
Salary of the Judge of the Lisbon
Municipal Court” (H. P. 186) (I.. D.
134) reporting that the Senate re-
cede and concur with the House in
passing the BIill to be engrossed
without amendment.

(Signed)

Messrs. Plummer of Lisbon
Williams of Auburn
Bickford of Auburn

—Committee on
part of House.
Haskell of Penobscot
Barnes of Aroostock
Boucher of Androscoggin
—Committee on
part of Senate.

The Report was read and ac-

cepted.

Report of the Committee of Con-
ference on the disagreeing action of
the two branches of the Legislature
on Bill “An_ Act relating to the
Payment of Fines and Costs and the
Salary of the Judge of the Muni-
cipal Court in the town of East
Livermore, now Livermore Falls” H.
P 950) (L. D, 555) reporting that
the Senate recede and concur with
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the House in passing the Bill to be
engrossed without amendment.
(Signed)
Messrs. Moulton  of
Falls
Williams of Auburn
Jalbert of Lewiston
—Comumittee on
part of House.
Haskell of Penobscot
Barnes of Aroostook
Boucher of Androscoggin
—Comumittee on
part of Senate,
The Report was read and ac-
cepted.

Livermore

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker——

The SPEAKER: For what pur-
pose does the gentleman rise?

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker, to ask
if House Paper H. P. 1722, L. D.
1454 “An Act Relating to the Hunt-
ing and Trapping Season” is in
possession of the House.

The SPEAKER: It is.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Hollis, Mr. Byron.

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: During the
week that I was absent here, this
bill “An Act Relating to the Hunt-
ing and Trapping Seasons” came
out of the Committee with an
“Ought to pass” report. Needless to
say, had I been here, I would have
signed the minority “Ought not to
pass” report. This bill divides the
trapping season on muskrats. At
the present time we have a good,
fiexible law regarding the trapping
of muskrat, which is in the spring.
Some counties in the southern part
of the State are limited to one
month, those counties farther north
have additional time. At the hear-
ing, the proponents of this bill, for
fall trapping, were very nearly
evenly divided, about fifty per cent
wanted fall trapping and about
fifty per cent wanted spring trap-
ping. And this is the result of that
hearing.

I would like to read you this
section of the bill;: “There shall be
an open season on muskrat in the
Counties of Pranklin, Hancock,
Pencbscot, Piscataquis, Somerset,
Oxford from November 17th to No-
vember 30th and from April 10th
to April 15th, inclusive.”

Now in these northern counties
along about November 15th to 20th,
you begin to get the real cold
weather in your streams, and your
streams and ponds begin to freeze
over. When that happens, the

’
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trappers pull up their traps. They
know there is no use in trapping
the moment the ice begins to form
in your ponds. Then from April
10th to April 25th, in those northern
counties the ice is not out, so, there-
fore, they can not trap in the
spring. It seems to me that this
bill just legislates the trapper out
of business, the trapper who traps
for business; it is his business. I
would move the indefinite postpone-
ment of this bill and when the vote
is taken, I ask for a division.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the motion for indefinite
postponement is not in order at
this time. The gentleman may
move for reconsideration under sus-
pension of the rules.

Mr. BYRON: Mr. Speaker, I do
that.

The SPEAKER: The Chair under-
stands that the gentleman from
Hollis, Mr. Byron, moves that the
rules be suspended and that the
House reconsider its action of May
1st, whereby it passed to be enacted
“An Act Relating to Hunting and
Trapping Seasons” (H. P. 1722) (L.
D. 1454).

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Bangor, Mr. Wight.

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: We have
gone over this bill quite thoroughly
before, I believe, and I have ex-
plained that this is a compromise
bill. We had people appear before
that committee, as I explained be-
fore, they came from different parts
of the State of Maine and many of
the proponents were roving trappers
from Massachusetts, who operate in
Massachusetts in the fall while the
open season lasts and they go to
Maryland in the winter, in Decem-
ber and January. and when the
season is over they come to Maine
at the end of the season.

This is a compromise bill; the
Committee was unanimous in its
report and, therefore, I hope the
motion of the gentleman will not
prevail.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is upon the suspen-
sion of the House rules in order
that the House may reconsider its
action whereby the matter was
passed to be enacted.

All those in favor of suspending
the House rules will please rise and
remain standing until counted and
the monitors have made and re-
turned the count.

A division of the House was had.
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The SPEAKER: One hundred and
thirty-two being present and thirty-
two having voted for the suspension
of the rules, and thirty-two not be-
ing two-thirds of the members pres-
ent, the rules have not been sus-
pended.

Thereupon the Bill was returned
to the Governor.

On motion by Mr. Christensen of
Calais, it was voted to take from
the table the first tabled and unas-
signed matter, House Amendment
“A” to Committee Amendment “B”
(L. D. 1490) to Bill “An Act to
Change the Charter of the City of
Calais, (S. P. 490) (L. D. 1356) tab-
led by that gentleman on May 5,
pending adoption of House Amend-
ment “A.”

Mr. Christensen offered House

Amendment “A” to Committee
Amendment “B” and moved its
adoption.

Under suspension of the rules, the
House voted to reconsider its action
whereby it adopted Committee
Amendment “B.”

House Amendment “A” to Com-
mittee Amendment “B” as amend-
ed by House Amendment “A” was
adopted, and the bill was passed to
be engrossed as amended in non-
concurrence and sent up for con-
currence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House Bill “An Act Im-
posing a Personal Income Tax to
Raise Additional Revenue” (H. P.
1742) (L. D. 148%) which was passed
to be engrossed in the House on
May 5th.

Came from the Senate passed to
be engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment “A” in non-concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
oghizes the gentleman from Fair-
field, Mr. Woodworth.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
I move that we do now recede.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Fairfield, Mr. Woodworth, now
moves that the House recede from
its former action.

Is this the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the same gentleman.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speaker:
I am about to offer two amend-
ments, being House Amendment
“B” and “C” bearing Filing num-
bers 419 and 420. The first of these
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strikes out two sections which im-
pose a lien on real estate.

The SPEAKER: The Chair would
remind the gentleman that the
pending question, at the present
time, is the adoption of Senate
Amendment “A”. Will the gentle-
man permit us to dispose of that
amendment first?

Thereupon Senate Amendment
“A” was adopted in concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the same gentleman.

Mr. WOODWORTH: Mr. Speak-
er, I am about to offer two amend-
ments, being House Amendments
“B” and “C”. The first of these
simply strikes out two sections which
impose a lien on real estate. This
lien is not essential to the collec-
tion of the tax and it does confuse
the title very much. The second
one strikes out the emergency pre-
amble, which is not necessary to the
tgffg because there is no tax until
1948.

Mr. Speaker, I offer House Amend-
ments “B” and “C” and move their
adoption.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Fairfield, Mr. Woodworth, pre-
sents House Amendment “B” and
moves its adoption. The Clerk will
read the amendment.

House Amendment “B” to H. P.
1742, L. D. 1489, Bill “An Act Impos-
ing a Personal Income Tax to Raise
Additional Revenue.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
all of sections 278 and 279.

Further amend said Bill by re-
numbering sections 280 to 283, in-
clusive, to read sections 278 to 281,
inclusive.

Further amend said Bill by chang-
ing the figures “244 to 283" wher-
ever they may appear to read ‘244
to 281
; (Ii-Iouse Amendment “B” was adop-
ed.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Fairfield, Mr. Woodworth, now
offers House Amendment “C” and
moves its adoption. The Clerk will
read the amendment.

House Amendment “C” to H. P.
1742, L. D. 1489, Bill “An Act Im-
posing a Personal Income Tax to
Raise Additional Revenue.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
all of the BEmergency preamble.

Further amend said Bill by strik-
out out all of the Emergency clause.

House Amendment “C” was
adopted.
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bangor,
Mr. Atherton.

Mr. ATHERTON: Mr. Speaker,
1 offer House Amendment “A” and
move its adoption.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Bangor, Mr. Atherton, pre-
sents House Amendment “A” and
moves its adoption. The Clerk will
read the amendment.

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1742, L. D. 1489, Bill “An Act Im-
posing a Personal Income Tax to
Raise Additional Revenue and
Equalize the Tax Burden.”

Amend said Bill by adding after
subsection III of that part desig-
nated “Sec. 249” of section 1 there-
of a new underlined subsection to
be numbered IV, to read as fol-
lows:

‘IV. In the case of a veteran who
has served in the armed forces of
the United States during the feder-
ally recognized period of World War
I, who was henorably discharged,
or who was separated from such ser-
vice under conditions other than
dishonorable, $1,500.

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure
of the House to adopt House Amend-
ment “A.” All those in favor will
say aye; those opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,
a division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Twenty - eight
having voted in the affirmative and
forty-five in the negative, the mo-
tion does not prevail.

Thereupon the bill was passed to
pe engrossed, as amended, in non-
concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Farming-
ton, Mr. Mills.

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I would
like to inquire if the Clerk has in
his possession Bill “An Act Relat-
ing to State Normal School Reserve
Account,” recalled from the Gov-
ernor’s office early in today’s ses-
sion.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the papers are here.

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I move,
under suspension of the rules, re-
consideration of our action where-
by this bill was passed to be enacted.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Farmington, Mr. Mills, moves
that the rules be suspended and
that the House reconsider its action
of April.29th, whereby Bill “An Act
Relating to State Normal School
Reserve Account” (H. P. 1708) (L. D.
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1434) was passed to be enacted. All
those in favor of suspending the
rules will please rise and remain
standing until counted and the
monitors have made and returned
the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: One hundred and
twenty-seven members being present
and seventy-two having voted for
the suspension of the rules, and
seventy-two not being two-thirds of
the members present, the rules have
not been suspended.
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Thereupon the bill was returned
to the Governor.

The SPEAKER: The House is
proceeding under Orders of the Day.
If there is no further business to
come before the House, the Clerk
will read the notices.

On motion by Mr. Dostie, of Wins-
low,

Adjourned until 9:00 A.M.,, ES.T.





