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HOUSE 

Friday, March 7, 1947. 
The House met according to arl

journment, and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Martin T. 
Storms of Gardiner. 

Journal of yesterday read and 
approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
From the Senate: The following 

Resolutions: 
BE IT RESOLVED, the House 

concurring, that 
WHEREAS, the State of Maine 

through its Legislature assembled, 
deeply sympathize with its able 
Ex-Govelnor William Tudor Gard
iner and his family in their sorrow 
at the untimelY death of Sylvester 
Gardiner, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that an expression of sympathy and 
regret be extended to the mem
bers of the Gardiner family from 
this Legislature, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that a.n engrossed copy of these 
Joint Resolutions be sent to the 
family by the Secretary of State 
(S. P. 447) 

Came from the Senate read and 
adopted. 

In the House, read and adopted 
in concurrence. 

From the Senate: The following 
Order: 

ORDERED, the House concur
ring, that the committee on wel
fare be empow2red to study the 
services of the department of 
health and welfare, especially those 
services pertaining to the welfare 
department, and to be given the 
power to subpoena witnesses, to 
hire couns·el, clerical assistance and 
other help necessary to carryon 
the study. Such expense shall be 
taken from the legislative appro
priation and shall be approved by 
the Committee on Appropriations 
anli Financial Affairs (S. P. 443) 

Came from the Senate read and 
passed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" "s follows: 

Amend said Order by adding at 
the end thereof the following: 

'The committee shall report its 
findings to the Legislature not later 
than April 15, 1947.' 

In the House, Senate Amend
ment "A" read and adopted in con
currence, and the Order as amend
ed received passage in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolve in 
favor of the George Green Estate 
(S. P. 435) (L. D. 1228) 

Came from the Senat·e referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

In the House referred to the 
Committee on Claims in concur
rence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
Creating the State Board of Educa
tion" (S. P. 436) (L. D. 1229) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Education. 

In the House referred to the 
Committee on Education in con
currence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
Providing for the Paymen~ of a 
Bonus not to Exceed $300 to Maine 
Veterans of World War II" (S. P. 
439» (L. D. 1232) 

Bill "An Act to Clarify the Mili
tary Law" (S. P. 440) (L. D. 1233) 

Resolve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Cor.stitution to Provide for 
a Bond ISSUe to Pay a Bonus Not 
to Exceed Three Hundred Dollars 
to Maine Veterans of World War II 
(S. P. 438) (L. D. 1231) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Military Af
fairs. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs in 
concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Clerk Hire in the Office 
of Clerk of Courts in Hancock 
County" (S. P. 441) (L. D. 1234) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Salaries and 
Fees. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Salaries and Fees in 
concurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolve Au
thorizing the George Green Estate 
to Sue the State of Maine (S. P. 
437) (L. D. 1230) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Judictary. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary in concur
rence. 

From the Sena'te: Resolve to 
Continue the Interim Commission 
to Study Methods to Assure Greater 
Productivity of the Forest Lands of 
the State (S. P. 442) (L. D. 1235) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on State Lands 
and Forest Preservation. 

In the House, referred to the 
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COIilmittee on State Lands and 
Forest Preservation in concurrence. 

Senate Reports of Committees 
Ought to Pass 

Report of the Committee on 
Motor Vehicles reporting "Ought to 
pass" on Bill "An Act relatmg to 
Reserved Numhers" (S. P. 263) (L. 
D. 725) 

Report of same Committee re
porting same on Bill "An Act re
lating to Lost Number Plates" (S. 
P. 323) (L. D. 869) 

Report of same Committee re
porting same on Bill "An Act re
lating to Inspection of Motor 
Vehicles" (S. P. 262) (L. D. 724) 

Came from the Senate with the 
Reports read and accepted and the 
Bills passed to be engroiSsed. 

In the House, the Reports were 
read and accepted in concurrence, 
the Bills read twice and assigned 
for third reading the nex't legIsla
tive day. 

Ought to Pass in New Draft 
Report of the Gommittee on In

land Fisheries and Game on Re
solve Providing for a Fish Screen 
at Outlet of Molasses Pond in the 
town of Eastbrook (S. P. 58) (L. D. 
35) reporting same in a new draft 
(S. P. 415) (L. D. 12(1) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass" 

Came from the Senate with the 
Report read and accepted and the 
Resolve passed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Report read and 
accepted in concurrence, the Re
solve read once, and assigned for 
third reading the next legislative 
day. 

Amended and Engrossed in Non
Concurrence 

Bill "An Act relating to Determi
nation of Valuation of Property 
With Relation to Inheritance Tax" 
(H. P. 1(69) (L. D. 700) which was 
passed to be engrossed in the House 
on February 28th. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed M amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A" in non-con
currence. 

In the House: 
Senate Amendment "A" read by 

the Clerk as follows: 
Senate Amendment "A" to H. P. 

1069, L. D. 700, Bill, "An Act Re
lating to Determination of Valua
tion of Property With Relation to 
Inheritance Tax." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
the underlined figures "30" in the 
9th line thereof, and inserting in 
place thereof the underlined figures 
'60', 

Thereupon, the House voted to 
reconsider its action whereby it 
passed this Bill to be engrossed on 
February 28th. 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the Bill was passed 
to be engrossed as amended in 
concurrence. . 

From the Senate: The following 
Order: 

ORDERED, the House concurring, 
that when the Senate and House 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday, March 11th, 1947, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon. 

Came from the Senate, in that 
body read and passed. 

In the House, read and pMsed in 
concurrence. 

The following Bills and Resolve, 
transmitted by the Revisor of Stat
utes, pursuant to Joint Order, were 
received, and upon recommenda
tion of the Committee on Reference 
of Bills, were referred to the fol
lowing Committees: 

Aeronautics 
Bill "An Act to Authorize the 

Maine Aeronautics Commission to 
Match Federal Airport Funds in 
Conjunction with Municipalities to 
Construct Airports Within the 
state" (H. P. 1598) (Presented by 
Mr. stearns of Hiram) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Claims 
Resolve in favor of Fox & Ginn, 

Inc. (H. P. 1599) (Presented by Mr. 
Rollins of Greenville) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Judiciary 
Bill "An Act relating to Nursing 

Attendants" (H. P. 1600) (Presented 
by Mr. Mills of Farmington) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Bill "An Act relating to Taxation 

of Joint Bank Accounts and JOint 
Tenancies in Real and Personal 
Property" (H. P. 1601) (Presented 
by Mr. Perkins of Boothbay Har
bor) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Bill "An Act relating to Penalties 

for Operating Motor Vehicles While 
Under the Influence of Intoxicating 
Liquor or Drugs" (H. P. 1602) (Pre-
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sented by Mr. Rankin of Bridgton) 
(Ordered printed.) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Legal Affairs 
Bill "An Act to Repeal the Char

ter of the Bay Point Village Cor
poration" (H. P. 1606) (Presented 
by Mr. Curtis of Bowdoin) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Public Health 
Bill "An Act Establishing a School 

for Practical Nurses" (H. P. 1603) 
(Presented by Mr. Mills of Farm
ington) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Bill "An Act relating to the Gaso
line Tax" (H. P. 1604) (Presented by 
Mr. Tabb of Gardiner) 

(Ordered printed.) 
Bill "An Act relating to the Use 

Fuel Tax" (H. P. 1605) (Presented 
by same gentleman) 

(Ordered printed.) 
On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm

ington the last two matters were or
dered sent forthwith to the Senate. 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Palmeter of 

Charlotte, it was Ordered, that Rev. 
Preston Pennell of stratton be in
vited to officiate as Chaplain of the 
House on Tuesday, April 1st. 

On motion by Mr. Burgess of 
Limestone, it was Ordered, that 
there be printed 500 additional 
copies of H. P. 1366, L. D. 988, An 
Act Increasing the Potato Tax. 

House Reports 0'; Committees 
Divided Report 

Ma.iority Report of the Committee 
on Public Utilities reporting "Ought 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
Incorporation of Kittery Water Dis
trkt" (E. P. 72) (L. D: 52) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. Batchelder of York 

Noyes of Hancock 
-of the Senate. 

Pal meter of Charlotte 
Collins of Caribou 
Desanctis of Madison 
Marshall of York 
Ross of Brownville 
Daniels of Gilead 
Wight of Bangor 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Commit-

tee reporting "Ought not to pass" 
on same Bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing member: 
Mr. Hopkins of Kennebec 

-of the Senate. 
On motion by Mr. Collins of Cari

bou, the Ma.iority Report "Ought to 
pass" was accepted, and the Bill, 
having already been printed. was 
read twice under suspension of the 
rules, and assigned for third read
ing the next legislative day. 

Ought to Pass in New Draft 
Mr. McGlaufiin from the Com

mittee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act 
to Establish the Town of Lincoln 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 839) (L. D. 
483) reported same in a new draft 
(H. P. 1592) under same title and 
that it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. Boulier from the Commit
tee on Ways and Bridges on Resolve 
in favor of the town of Patten (H. 
P. 137) reported same in a new draft 
(H. P. 1607) under same title and 
that it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. Holt from same Committee 
on Resolve in favor of the town of 
Montville (H. P. 77) reported same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1608) under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the new drafts ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

Ought to Pass 
Mr. Boulier from the Commit

tee on Ways and Bridges reported 
"Ought to pass" on Resolve to Pro
vide for Reimbursing the town of 
Hermon for Emergency Road Work 
(E. P. 218) 

Mr. Holt from same Committee 
reported same on Resolve Reallo
cating Road Resolve Money Previ
ously Allocated to Road in Dama
riscotta (H. P. 213) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the Resolves ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

On motion by Miss Cormier of 
Rumford, House Rule 25 was sus
pended for the remainder of today's 
session, in order to permit smoking. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bills 

Mr. Lord from the Committee 
on Education reported "Ought to 
pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
State Aid to Certain Educational 
Institutions" (H. P. 1374) (L. D. 995) 

Mr. Haskell from the Commit-
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tee on Judiciary reported same on 
Bill "An Act relating to the State 
School for Boys" (H. P. 1174) (L. D. 
848) 

Mr. McGlauflin from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act Amending Subsection (e) of 
Section 5 of Chapter 69 of the Priv
ate and Special Laws of 1941. rela
tive to Eminent Domain Proceed
ings" <H. P. 1181) (L. D. 897) 

Mr. Peirce from same Commit
tee reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to Unfair Sales of Cigar
ettes" <H. P. 1355) (L. D. 956) 

Mr. Williams from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act to Enforce Unfair Sales Prac
tices in Cigarettes" (H. P. 1354) 
(L. D. 955) , 

Mr. Atherton from the Com
mittee on Legal Affairs reported 
same on Bill "An Act relating to 
Circuses and Traveling Amusement 
Shows" (H. p, 450) (L, D. 266) 

Mr. Payson from Eame Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act re
lating to Sidewalk Construction in 
the city of Portland" (H. P. 1277) 
(L. D. 937) 

Mr. Weeks from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act 
Amending the Charter of the city 
of Portland" (H. P. 1276) (L. D. 946) 

Mr. Woodworth from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act to Incorporate the Town of 
Palmyra School District" (H. P. 
1287) (L. D. 948) 

Mr Chase from the Committee on 
Library reported same on Resolve 
Providing for the Purcnase of Se'l
enty-five Copies of "Maine Provinee 
and Court Records, Volume III" iH 
P. 454) (L. D. 302) 

Mr. Rankin from same Commit
tee reported same on Bill "An Act 
to Amend the Library Law" (H. P. 
1077) (L. D. 733) 

Mr. Fitch from the Committee on 
Mercantile Affairs and Insurance 
reported same on Bill ., I\n Act re
lating to the Cumberland Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company" (H. P. 
1305) (L. D. 910) 

Mr. Collins from the Commi:tee 
on Public Utilities reported same on 
Bill "An Act to Amend the Charter 
01 the Van Buren Light and Power 
District" (H. P. 508) (L. D. 'l29) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Regulation of Con
tract Carriers" (H. P. 1515) (L. D. 
1138) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 

Act relating to Fees for Permits and 
Plates for Motor Vepicle Carriers" 
<H. P. 1516) (L. D. 1139) 

Mr. Ross from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act to 
Create the Searsport Water District" 
(H P. 1470) (L. D. 1074) 

Mr. Moulton from the Committee 
on Towns reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Location of 
Children of Paupers for Sehool Pur
poses" (H. P. 133m (L. D. 923) 

Reports were read and accepted, 
and the Bills, having already been 
printed, ",:,re read twice under sus
pension of the rules and assigned 
for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

Mr. Fuller from the Committee on 
Education on Bill "An Act Instruct
ing the Commissioner of Education 
to Establish and Grant State High 
School Equivalency Certificates" (H. 
P. 1264) (L. D. 935) reported "Ought 
to pass" as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" submitted there
with. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 1264, L. D. 935, Bill, "And Act 
Instructing the Commissioner of 
Education to Establish and Grant 
State High School Equivalency 
Certifica tes." 

Amend said Bill by inserting in 
line 2 of the second paragraph 
thereof after the word "veterans" 
a ','(comma) and in the same line 
aLer the words "veterans, or" the 
underlined word 'to' 
. Further amend said bill by strik
mg out the period in the sixth line 
of paragraph 2 thereof and insert
ing in place thereof the underlined 
words: 
'by the commissioner except that' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and the Bill was assigned 
for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

Mr. Perkins from the Committee 
on Judiciary on Bill "An Act re
lating to Limitation of Actions for 
Tort" <H. P. 916) (L. D. 613) re
ported "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" sub
mitted therewith. 

Report ~as rea~ and accepted, 
a:ld the BIll, havmg already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 
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Committee Amendment "A" read 
bv the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 916. L. D. 613, Bill "An Act Re
lating to Limitation of Actions for 
Tort." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
all after the enacting clause there
of, and by inserting in place there
of the following: 

R. S., c. 44, § 12, amended. Sec
tion 12 of chapter 44 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

'Sec. 12. Limitation of action. 
Actions of tort for injuries to the 
person or for death and for in
juries to or destruction of property, 
caused hereafter by the ownership, 
operation. maintenance, or use on 
the ways of the state of motor 
vehicles or trailers subject to the 
supervision and control of the pub
lic utilities commission, shall be 
commenced only within ! y;o~!" 2 
years next after the cause of '.c
tion occurs.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and the Bill was assigned 
for third reading the n~xt legisla
tive day. 

Tabled 
Mr. Atherton from the Committee 

on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Town of Strong 
School District" (H. P. 1279) (L. D. 
947) reported "Ought to pass" as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
"A" submitted therewith. 

(Report of the Committee was ac
cepted, and on motion by Mr. Jen
ninS's of Strong, tabled pending first 
reading) 

Mr. Rankin from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Brunswick Sewer 
District and to Transfer to it the 
Sewers of the Brunswick Village 
Corporation" (H. P. 342) (L. D. 215) 
reported "Ought to pass" as amend
ed by Committee Amendment "A" 
submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 342, L. D. 215, Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Brunswick Sewer 
District and to Transfer to It the 
Sewers of the Brunswick Village 
Corporation." 

Amend said Bill by inserting after 
section 4 thereof a new section to 
read as follows: 

'Sec. 5. Procedure in crossing pub
lic utility. In case of any crossing 
of any public utility, unless c9nsent 
is given by the company ownmg or 
operating such public utility as to 
pla·ce, manner and conditions of the 
crossing within 30 days after such 
consent is requested by said district, 
the public utilities commission shall 
determine the piace, manner and 
conditions of such cro·ssing; and all 
work on the property of such public 
utility shall be done under the su
pervision and to the satisfaction of 
such public utility, but at the ex
pense of the district. 

Provided, however, nothing herein 
contained shall be ·construed as au
thorizing said district to take by 
right of eminent domain any of the 
property or facilities of any other 
public service corporation or district 
used or acquired for future use by 
the owner thereof in the perform
ance of a public duty, unless ex
pressly authorized herein or by sub
sequent act of the legislature.' 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out in the 2nd line of section 10 
thereof the figure "7" and inserting 
in place thereof the figure '8'. 

Further amend said Bill by re
numbering sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 and 12 to be sections 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12 and 13, respectively. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the Bill was aEsigned 
for third reading the next legislative 
day. 

Mr. Weeks from the Committee on 
Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act Amend
ing the Charter of the Farmington 
Village Crrporation" (H. P. 1285) 
(L. D. 940) reported "Ought to pass" 
as amended by Committee Amend
ment "A" submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 1285, L. D. 940, Bill, "An Act 
Amending the Charter of the Farm
ington Village Corporation." 

Amend said bill by striking out in 
line 5 (line 4 as printed) the under
lined word "provide", and inserting 
in place thereof the underlined word 
'purchase.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the Bill was assigned 
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for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

Mr. Payson from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Town of Gray 
School District" (H. P. 1290) (L. D. 
949) reported "Ought to pass" as 
amended by Committee Amendment 
"A" submitted therewith. 

Report was re,ad and accepted, and 
the Bill, having already been print
ed, was read twice under suspension 
of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to 
H. P. 1290, L. D. 949, Bill, "An Act 
to Incorporate the Town of Gray 
School District." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the entire "Emergency preamble" 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out in line 6 of Section 5 there
of, before the "%" sign, the figures 
"2 v" " and inserting in place thereof 
the new figure '4' 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out all of "See. 9" thereof. 

Further amend said bill by re
numbering "Sec. 10" to read 'Sec. 9' 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out the entire "Emergency 
clause". 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the Bill was assigned 
for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

Mr. Snow from the Committee on 
Legal Affairs "An Act relating to the 
Town of Fort Fairfield School Dis
trict" (H. P. 1278) (L. D. 938) re
ported "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" sub
mitted therewith, 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" rf'ad 
by the Clerk 8$ follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 1278, L. D. 938, Bill, "An Act Re
lating to the Town of Fort Fair
field School District." 

Amend said bill by strikmg out 
in line 7 (line 6, as printlOo) of Sec
tion 3 before the "%" sign, the fig
ure "2' and inserting in place I~here
of the underlined figure '4', 

Thereupon, Committee Amend
ment "A" was adopted, and the 
Bill was assigned for third reading 
the next legislative day. 

Tabled 
Mr. Weeks from the Committee on 

Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act Au
thorizing Cities and Towns to Pro
vide for the Oollection and Disposal 
of Garbage, Rubbish and Refuse, 
and to Assess a Charge Therefor" 
(H. P. 1076) (L. D. 732) reported 
"Ought "to pass" as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" sub
mitted therewith. 

(Report of the Committl'e was ac
cept'ed. and on motion ')y Mr. Jor
dan of South Portland, tabled pend
ing first reading) 

Mr. DeSanctis from. the Commit
tee on Public Utilities on Bill "An 
Act to Incorporate the Naples Water 
Company" ~H. P. 177) (L. D. 151) 
reported "Ought to pass" as amend
ed by Committee Amendment "A" 
submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
minted, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 177, L. D. 151, Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Naples water Com
pany." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the words "and vicinity in said 
county" which appears in the 4th 
line of that part designated as "Sec. 
3" thereof. 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out the word, "railroads" which 
appears at the end of the third 
line and the beginning of the fourth 
line of that part designated as "Sec. 
4" thereof. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
then adopted, and the Bill was 
assigned for third reading the next 
legislative day. 

Mr. Wight from the Committee 
on Public Utilities "An Act to In
corporate the Corinna Water Dis
trict" (H. P. 686) (L. D. 442) re
ported "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" sub
mitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 686, L. D. 442, Bill, "An Act to 
Incorporate the Corinna Water Dis
trict." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the word "appointed" which appears 
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in the 3rd line of Sec. 6 thereto 
and inserting in place thereof the 
word 'chosen' 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out all of the 3rd sentence of 
Se·ction 6 thereof and inserting in 
place thereof the following: 'When
ever the office of a trustee becomes 
vacant for any cause other than the 
expiration of its term, the munic
ipal officers of the town of Corinna 
shall appoint a successor to serve 
for the unexpired term.' 

Further amend said bill by strik
ing out all of the 2nd sentence in 
Sec. 7 thereof and inserting in place 
thereof the following: 'Thereafter 
one member shall be elected at 
each annual meeting of the district 
to serve for a term of 3 years.' 

And further amend said bill by 
inserting in the 3rd line of Sec. 11 
after the words "time to time," the 
following: 'not to exeeed $15-0.000,' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the Bill was assigned 
for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal

an of the Register of Deeds in 
Sagadahoc County" (H. P. 184) (L. 
D. 132) 

Bill "An Act relating to Clerk 
Hire in County Offices in Sagada
hoc County" (H. P. 185) (L. D. 133) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sal
ary of the Recorder of the Bruns
wick Municipal Court" (II. P. 187) 
(L. D. 135) 

Bill "An Act relative to the Sal
ary of the Judge of the Brunswick 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 469) (L. 
D. 303) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
al./ of the Recorder of Eastport 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 509) (L. 
D. 330) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
arv of the County Attorney in 
Sagadahoc Oounty" (H. P. 625) (L. 
D. 385) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
ary of the Sheriff of Penobscot 
County" (H. P. 687) (L. D. 443) 

Bill "An Act relating to Profits 
and ~o~ses of Loan and Building 
ASsoclatlOns and/or Savings and 
Loan Associations" (H. P. 1144) (L 
D. 744) . 

Bil: "An Act relating to Capital 
Stock of Loan and Building Associ
ations and/or Savings and Loan 
Assodations" (H. P. 1145) (L D 745) . . 

Bill "An Act relating to Inspec
tion of Motor Vehicles" (H. P. 1193) 
(L. D. 781) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Ex
cise Tax on Motor Vehicles" (H. P. 
1195) (L. D. 821) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
a~ y of the County Attorney and 
Assistant County Attorney in Pen
obscot County" (H. P. 12(3) (L. D. 
823) 

Were reported by the Committee 
0:1 Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Bill "An Act relating to the Ap
pointment, Term of Office and Re
moval of the City Clerk of the 
city of Lewiston" (H. P. 1531) (L. 
D. 1114) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Lew:ston, 
Mr. Malenfant. 

Mr. MALENFANT: Mr. Speaker, 
I offer House Amendment "A" and 
move its adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Malenfant, pre
sents House Amendment "A" and 
moves its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1531, L. D. 1114, Bill "An Act Re
lating to the Appointment, Term of 
Office and Removal of the City 
Clerk of the City of Lewiston." 

Amend said Bill by adding at 
the end thereof thL following: 

'Referendum. This act shall take 
effect 90 days after the adjourn
ment of this legislature only for 
the purpose of permibting its sub
mission to the legal voters of the 
city of Lewiston at the next mu
nicipal election to be held in 1948. 
Such meeting shall be called for 
that purpose by an appropriate 
article inserted in the call for such 
meeting. The city clerk shall pre
pare the required ballnts for the 
meeting upon which he shall reduce 
the subject matter of this act to 
the following question: "Shall 'An 
Act RelatiniS to the AppOintment, 
Term of Office and Removal of the 
City Clerk of the City of Lewiston' 
passed by the 93rd legislature, be 
accepted?" and the voters shall in
dicate by a cross placed over the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion 
of the same. This act shall take 
effect for all the purposes of this 
act immediately upon the accep
tance of this act by a majority of 



418 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-HOUSE. MARCH 7. 1947 

the leg'al voters voting at such 
meeting. 

The result of the vote in such 
city shall be declared by the mu
nicipal officers thereof and a cer
tificate thereof filed by the city 
clerk with the secretary of state.' 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair re
cognizes the gentleman from Lewis
ton, Mr. Malenfant. 

Mr. MALENFANT: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: My 
reason for offering this amendment 
is that I want to give a chance 
fDr the people of Lewiston to vote 
on a referendum and decide whether 
they would like to change the ap
pointment of the city clerk or not. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair re
cognizes the gentleman from Lewis
ton, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise this 
morning apologetic,ally. I feel there 
has been a great deal of time 
devoted to this rather minor issue. 

This bill had a hearing; there 
was one person opposing H. As I 
stated yesc.erday, everybody from all 
walks of lIfe at home appeared for 
it. Three of my colleagues, Rep
resentatIves Doucette, St. Pierre 
and Dostie, of Lewiston were for it. 
It came out of committee "Ought 
to pass." It was then tabled and 
discussed at length by some of you 
members individually and a vote 
was taken Dn it yesterday. The 
result was "Ought to pass." The 
referendum clause is a needless 
waste of money. Therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, again saying I rise apolo
getically, because if all bills were 
given as much time and as cour
teous attention as this one has been 
given we really would be here until 
Christmas, I move that the amend
ment not be adopted. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair re
cognizes the gentleman from Au
burn, Mr. Snow. 

Mr. SNOW: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I hesitate 
to take part in the affairs of Lewis
tDn, but being just across the river 
and being a member of the Legal 
Affairs Committee, I wish to say 
that I feel this bill was given a 
good hearing. There were members 
there from Lewiston who were 
members of the original charter 
c~ommittee. One member in par
tICular has always been agains't any 
changes in the Lewiston charter, 
but he thought this particular bill 
was a good bill. Both Republicans 
and Democrats agreed. 

Our Committee Dn Legal Affairs 
has spent a lot of time and effDrt 
~n the bills .that the City of Lew
IstDn or theIr representatives have 
presented. They put a lot of thDUght 
into them, because they wanted the 
City of Lewiston to go along and 
have good government the way they 
have been doing for several years. 
I believe this amendment is only 
!?ut i~ to. kill this bill, and I be
l1eve It WIll cause the citizens of 
~e'Yiston additional expense; I think 
It IS not necessary and I hope it 
does not pass. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Lewis
ton, Mr. Malenfant. 

Mr. MALENFANT: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: When 
they. had the. hEar~ng at the Legal 
Affans CommIttee It was impossible 
for citizens of Lewiston to CDme 
up here and oppose the bill be
cause, l)S I said yesterday, 95 per 
cent of the people did not know 
about it. How can they come up 
here and oppose a bill when they do 
not know about it? I want to give 
them a chance to vote on that ref
erendum. Why try to pass that 
over the heads of the taxpayers of 
Lewiston? The taxpayers have to 
pay the city clerk and they ought to 
have something to say. The only 
time that the taxpayers have got a 
chance to express their opinion is at 
the polls when they go in the booth 
and mark their ballot. I want to 
give them a chance to vote on this. 
In the other city I believe their city 
clerk is not appointed for life. I be
lieve he is appointed for so many 
years. Why should some of the rep
re~entatives of that city come to 
thIS hall and try to pass a bill to 
appOint the city clerk for life in 
Lewiston? They ought to start in 
their own city. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Hiram, 
Mr. stearns. 

Mr. ST~ARNS: Mr. Speaker, when 
the vote IS taken I ask for a divi
sion. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Lewis
ton, Mr. Doucette. 

Mr. DOUCETTE: Mr. Speaker, in 
regard to this bill, as the gentle
man from Auburn (Mr. Snow) has 
mentioned, it was presented in a 
friendly way to the Legal Affairs 
Committee and was favorably re
ported to the House here. I, as rep
resentative from LeWiston, have 
been stopped on the street by peo-
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pIe and I have seen many people 
who are in favor of this bill. But I 
cannot help getting liP to tell you 
gentleman that on Wednesday night 
I received at least one 1". undred tele
phone calls from people saving that 
this bill should go through. There
fore, Mr. SpEaker and Members of 
the House, I say that the commit
tee's favorable report should pre
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The question be
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from L,ewiston, Mr. 
Malenfant, that the House adopt 
House Amendment "A." The gentle
man from Hiram, Mr. Stearns, has 
requested a division. All those in 
favor of the motion of the gentle
man from Lewiston. Mr. Malenfant, 
will please rise and remain standing 
until the lnonitors have made and 
returned their count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Twenty-nine having voted in the 

affirmative and forty-seven in the 
negative, House Amendment "A" 
failed of adoption. 

Thereupon the bill was given its 
third reading, passed to be engrossed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Passed to be Eng-rossed (Cont'd) 
Amended Bi:ls 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Parkman School District" (S. P. 
147) (L. D. 342) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Van 
Buren lVIunkipal Court" (s. P. 208) 
(L. D. 590) 

Bill "An Act to Repeal the Incor
poration of the Norway Village Cor
poration" (S. P. 413) (L. D. 1162) 

Bill "An Act relating to Salaries 
of Judge and Recorder of the Bath 
Municipal Court' '(H. P. 182) (L. D. 
130) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
ary of the County Treasurer of 
Sagadahoc County" (H. P. 183) (L. 
D. 131) 

Bill "An Act to Increase the Sal
ary of Sheriff in Sagadahoc County" 
m. P. (25) (L. D. 3(6) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
ary of the Register of Probate in 
Sagadahoc County" (H. P. 627) (L. 
D. 387) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal
ary of the Judge of Probate in 
Sagadahoc County" (H. P. 628) (L. 
D. 388) 

Bill "An Act Authorizing Loan 
and Building Associations and/or 
Savings and Loan Associations to 

Adopt Pensions and Retirements" 
m. P. 1143) (L. D. 743) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed as amended and sent to the 
Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under Orders of 

the Day. the Chair lays before the 
House the first item of unfinished 
business, House Majority Report 
"Ought not to pass" and House 
Minority Report "Ought to pass" 
as amended by Committee Amend
ment "A" of the Committee on Ju
diciary en Bill "An Ad Relating to 
the Sanitary Water Board." (H. P. 
1068) (L. D. 681), tabled on March 
4th by the gentleman from Booth
tay Harbor, Mr. Perkins. pending 
ac'~eptan{'e of either report. The 
cl~rk will read the Oommittee Re
port. 

(Committee Report read by the 
Clerk) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Boothbay 
Harbor, Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Memhers of the House: I regret the 
ne~essHy of addressing you this 
morning on an issue which seems to 
me to be very vital. While this bill 
is entitled "An Act RElating to the 
Sanitary Water Board." it is in
tended to' redeem a pledge which 
we solemnly made to those who 
went into the service of their coun
try during the recent WO'rld War. 
At that time we made a sc12mn 
covenant that any employee in the 
State of Maine who entered the 
servi·ces of his country when he re
turned he would return and receive 
his .iob back in the same situation 
as it was when he went into the 
servi·ces of his country. 

The Sanitary Water Board was 
created in 1941, and in the Act it
self it was provided that the Chief 
Sanitary Engineer of the Depart
ment of Health and Welfare shall 
serve as Technical Secretary of the 
Board, and Dr. Elmer Oampbell 
served in that capaCity until he went 
into the service of his country. 

Two years ago there was intro
duced into this Legislature Legisla
tive Document 934, on the 20th of 
February, 1945, an Act Relating to 
the Sanitary Water Board. Now 
that bill related wholly to the pol
lution question. It was a very im
portant bill. We had a hearing be-
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fore the Judiciary Committee, and 
finally it was reported out in New 
Draft on April 5, 1945. In the New 
Draft, the words "chief sanitary en
gineer" were stricken out, and it 
said "The board shall appoint a 
technical secretary who shall be a 
sanitary engineer employed by the 
bureau of health, department of 
health and welfare." 

That legislated Dr. Campbell out 
of a job, because while he was gone 
one of his subordinates was appoint
ed as technical secretary of the 
board, and this bill which is now 
before this House was introduced by 
the gentleman from Hallowell on 
February 12th of this year to remedy 
the error. 

Now the reason that I am speak
ing to you this morning, and I think 
it is very fitting that I should do 
so, is because I was a member of 
the Judi·ciary Committee, and I 
think I did Dr. Campbell a great 
wrong when we reported this bill 
out of committee which legislated 
him out of office as technical secre
tary of the Sanitary water Board. 

At that time when the bill was 
reported out on April 5th in New 
Draft, the Judiciary Committee, and 
I have examined the records, had 
considered one hundred ninety bills. 
This was a very important bill, and 
I say this in explanation and not as 
an excuse, that I do not believe that 
the significance of the change made 
in the new draft appealed to any 
of us. I am here now pleading with 
yOU to remedy what I call a mistake 
by the Judiciary Committee and this 
Legislature, because I could not look 
the veterans in the eye who are here 
this morning, and my own boy when 
he returns, if I did not do what I 
could to remedy what I thought had 
been a mistake. It was unintention
al; nevertheless it has been made. 

As I have said before, we made a 
solemn covenant with those b:JVs 
and with those men when they went 
into the service that they should re
ceive their old positions back. This 
amendment, which will be offered 
if you vote with me on this matter, 
will replace Dr. Campbell to the 
same position he was in when he 
went into the service. If I have not 
already done so, I move the accept
ance of the "Ought to Pass as 
Amended by Committee Amend
ment 'A'" Report. 

Now what is the situation. Dr. 
Campbell entered the employ of the 
State of Maine on February 26, 1923, 

as Director of the Division of Sani
tary Engineering and was in fact 
the Chief Sanitary Engineer of the 
Department of Health and Welfare, 
and ex-officio was Technical Secre
tary of the Sanitary Water Board 
from July 1941, when the law went 
into effect, until June 1943, at which 
time he went into the Army at the 
age of forty-seven years. I want 
to call to your attention at this 
time that Dr. Campbell did not 
have to go. Those in the depart
ment with him down there had 
the same opportunity to serve their 
country that he had. 

He ac·eepted a commission as cap
tain to the Sanitary Board, and is 
now fifty years of age; at that time 
he was forty-seven. Not only that, 
he was a disabled veteran of the 
First World War. By carefully con
trolled exercise and good living and 
taking care of himself, he had im
proved his condition so that he was 
accepted by the Army in this war 
and given a commission as a cap
tain. 

Now what did he do. He served 
one year at various camps in the 
United States and on July 6, 1944, 
was sent overseas to the South Pa
cific. He served five months on the 
Island of New Oaledonia, one month 
on the Island of Guadalcanal, four 
months on the Island of Oahu (Ha
waiian Islands), one week in Eniwe
tock, one week at Ulithi, and landed 
on Okinawa on April 10, 1945. 

I have here a copy of the Satur
day Evening Post, and I hope some 
of you read it, the article on page 
37, entitled "The Alley Fighters of 
the 93th." 

It may be that some within the 
hearing of my voi·ce were at Okin
awa. It has been two years since 
that time and the tumult and the 
shouting has died. We are very for
getful, but I feel rather ashamed of 
myself, my friends, when I stand up 
here and look at the calendar, which 
I have taken the care to look at, 
and find that we were sitting in the 
Judiciary Room, pretty warm and 
pretty comfortable, and inadvertent
ly and without taking the care that 
we should have on the 5th day of 
April, 1945, we reported out this bill 
in a New Draft, and finally it had 
its readings, and so forth, and was 
finally enacted by this Legislature 
on April 21, 1945, eleven days after 
Dr. Campbell had landed on Okin
awa. 

Now I want to remedy the mis
take, and I had a part in it. We 
told these men and boys that if they 
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went they should come back to the 
same jobs that they had when they 
went away. 

Now Dr. Oampbell arrived at Ok
inawa on the 10th day of April, 1945, 
and was assigned to the Island Com
mand Headquarters, a branch of the 
Headquarters of the 10th Army. 
During combat he was Assistant to 
the Ohief Sanitary Officer of the 
10th Army with duties of supervis
ing the treatment of water for com
bat troops and all service troops 
supporting the combat troops, in
cluding water supplies for the 96th 
Infantry Division, the 7th Infantry 
Division. 27th Infantry Division, the 
1st Marine Division and the 6th 
Marine Division; also all Seabee 
units with a special appointment 
from the Commanding Orucer of the 
Seabee units as inspector for all wa
ter supp:ies utilized by such battal
ions. 

You should read the article in the 
Saturday Evening Post "The Alley 
Fighters of the 96th," Dr. Campbell 
had his headquarters and furnished 
a water supply, and he was within 
four miles of the headquarters of 
the Alley Fighters of the 9Hth. There 
may be some members here who re
member this outfit and who were on 
Okinawa, and if so, I do not need 
to tell you what occurred there. You 
remember the flag the boys raised 
out there. It was one of those 
things that makes everybody thril
led. Dr. Campbell was there under 
fire. Those kamikaze or suicide 
planes were coming down, and he 
served during all that battle, and I 
was sitting here in the Judiciary 
room wondering what was going on, 
and helped to legislate him out of 
office. 

I think it is very important, Mr. 
Speaker. He was subjected to artil
lery fire for many days and under 
artillery bombardment for over 
three months. His duties required 
inspecting the front line water sup
plies of all units in combat as well 
as other supplies throug'hout the 
Island of Okinawa, Ie-Shima, and 
adjoining islands. 

Now there was nothing said be
fore our committee that I have any 
recollection about the duties that 
had been performed. I am not 
going into that. I am gOing to 
say to you right here that my only 
object is to right a wrong in which 
I perhaps had a part, innocent 
though it may be, but as a result 
of that new draft and that rather 
innocent looking amendment they 

put on there Dr. Campbell was 
legislat·ed out of his job. 

Now while we were doing that. 
Dr. Campbell received the approba
tion of his Government. I want to 
just read to you, if I may, a cita
tion: "Headquarters United States 
Army Forces Western Pacific. ("e~
tificate of Commendation. By DI
rection of the Secretary of War. 
Captain Elm e r W. Campbell, 
0522151, Sanitation Corps, Army of 
the United States, is hereby award
ed The Army Commendation Rib
bon. Citation: For meritorious 
s·ervice at Okinawa, Ryukyu Is
lands, as Sanitary Engineer of the 
Okinawa Base Command during 
the period 3 September 1945 to 10 
March 1946. (signed) W. D. Styer, 
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army 
Commanding. 13 June 1946." 

When he returns to take up his 
job in his old department, he, Dr. 
Campbell, is no longer technical 
secretary of the Sanitary Water 
Board because one of his subordi
nates had been appointed in his 
place. 

This bill and amendment will re
store Dr. Campbell to his position 
as technical secretary of the Sani
tary Water Board.' I think the 
contrast to me is tremendous when 
vou think 'hat his Government said 
he had done a good job, a meritori
ous service at Okinawa. I do not 
have to tell you in two years what 
happ·ened at Okinawa. We lost 
thousands of men and perhaps one 
hundred thousand Japanese were 
killed. 

He comes home and we have 
taken this job away from him. It 
is a matter of pride. Of course he 
felt hurt, and I hope Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House, that we 
will try to remedy it as well as we 
can, the act of injustice which I 
at least had a part in perpetrating. 
I hope, Mr. Speaker, when the vote 
is taken it will be taken by a di
ri:;ion. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair re
cognizes the gentleman from Au
gusta, Mr. Fowler. 

Mr. FOWLER: Mr. Speaker, I 
speak simply as a veteran of World 
War I in the interests of fair play 
and the rights of the veterans of 
World War II. I must agree with 
my colleague, the gentlem:m from 
Boothbay, Mr. Perkins. that there 
has been an unjust deal in this 
matter. It is my belief that there 
were several draft dodgers con
nected with this State in some de-
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partments. Dr. Campbell did not 
seek refuge as cne of these draft 
dodgers. As a matter of fact, he 
was some fifty-one years of a~e and 
he would not have been drafted. 
He went on his own, to defend 
your rights and mine. 

Now I do not know about the 
inter-dep.1rtmental workings of this 
particular depm"tment. I simpiy 
speak for fair play. I believe this 
gentleman held a certain pOSition 
when he went into the service wilich 
was gIven to another while he was 
gone, and I believe it should be 
gIven baCK to rum now tha,t he has 
returned. I trust that we will all 
support this bill. 

'Ine Sl'EAKER: The Chair re
cognizes the gentleman from Fort 
Kent, Mr. Ccusins. 

Mr. COUSINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I believe 
I should not speak on this measure 
because I am a veteran of this war, 
but. after hea,ring what has gone 
on I feel I should get up and say 
something. I am not going into it 
to any aegree, but it comes down 
to one or two points. The first 
point is that the federal govern
ment and the State of Maine said 
that when the men went Il1to the 
service of the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coa,slt Guard they could 
come back and have the jobs they 
had when they went. The other 
paint is that he was working fOT 
the State of Maine and went into 
the service, and when he came 
back his jcb was not open to him. 
It leads me to one cDnclusion: the 
Legislature of the state of Maine 
in 1947 has to give him back his 
job. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Ch3ir re
cognizes the gentleman from Farm
ington, Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker, I only 
wish to make a brief remark in 
this regard. I wish to say that 
no one appeared before the com
mittee against this bill. We did 
receive four letters. The only op
pOSition to this bill was through the 
United States mail, and none of 
the gentlemen who cared to express 
their opposition to it saw fit to 
walk on their own two feet to the 
committee room and give their tes
timony to us nor did they see fit 
to confrcnt Dr. Campbell. I trust 
this morning we will give them an 
answer to these four letters and 
that it will be an emphatic one. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The question is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Boothbay Har
bor, Mr. Perkins, that the House 
accept the minority "Ought to pass" 
as amended by Commit.tee Amend
ment "A" report of the committee. 
The same gentleman requests a 
division. 

All those in favor of the motion 
will please rise and remain standing 
until counted and the monitors 
have made and returned 'their 
count. 

A division of the House was had. 
One hundred and one having voted 

in the affirmative and two in the 
negative, the motion prevailed and 
the minority "Ought to pass" as 
amended by Committee Amend
ment "A" report was accepted. This 
bemg a printed bill, the rules were 
suspended and the bill was given 
its two several readings. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Cemmittee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 1068, L. D. 681, BJI "An Act Re
lating to the Sanitary Water Board." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
in the 8th line from the end there
of, the underlined words "chief 
sanitary engineer," and inserting in 
place thereof the underlined words 
'director of the division of sanitary 
engineering' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the bill was assigned 
for third reading on the next legis
lative day. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second item of 
unfinished business, Bill "An Act 
to Incorporate the Kenduskeag De
velopment District." (H. P. 924) (L. 
D. 560); in the House the bill was 
read twice and tabled on March 5th 
by the gentleman from Bangor, Mr. 
Webber, pending third reading; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle
man. 

Mr. Webber offered House Amend
ment "A" and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
924, L. D. 560, Bill "An Act to In
corporate the Kenduskeag Develop
ment District." 

Amend said Bill by adding at the 
end of Section 5 the following two 
paragraphs: 

'In case of any crossing of any 
public utility, unless consent is given 
by the company owning or operat
ing such public utility as to place, 
manner and conditions of the cross-
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ing within 30 days after such con
sent is requested by said district, 
the public utilities commission shall 
determine the place, manner and 
conditions of such crossing; and all 
work on the property of such public 
utility shall be done under the sup
ervision and to the satisfaction of 
such public utility, but at the ex
pense of the district. 

Provided, however, nothing here
in contained shall be construed as 
authorizing said district to take by 
right of eminent domain any of 
the property or facilities of any oth
er public service corporation or dis
trict used or acquired for future use 
by the owner thereof in the per
formance of a public duty unless 
expressly authorized herein or by 
subse(Juent act of the legislature.' 

House Amendment "A" was adopt
ed and the bill was given its third 
reading, passed to be engrossed, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the third matter 
of unfinished business, "An Act 
Guaranteeing Loans for Veterans." 
(S. P. 77) (L. D. 104) tabled on 
March 5th by the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Meloon, pending pass
age to be enacted. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Bowker. 

Mr. BOWKER: Mr. Speaker, at 
the request of Mr. Meloon, who was 
called out-o:-state yesterday after
noon on business. and who asked 
me to have this bill retabled, I move 
that this bill be retabled and spec
ially assigned for next Wednesday. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from portland. Mr. Bowker, moves 
that this bill be tabled pending 
passage to be enacted and specially 
assigned for next Wednesday, March 
12th. Is this the pleasure of the 
House? 

The motion prevailed and the bill 
was so tabled, and so assigned. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the first today 
assigned matter, House Report 
"Ought to pass" as Amended hy 
Committee Amendment "A" of the 
Committee on Public Utilities on 
Bill "An Act Creating the Ashland 
Water and Sewer District." (H. P. 
683) (L. D. 439) tabled on March 
4th by the gentleman from Castle 
Hill. Mr. Ems, pending acceptance 
of report and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Ellis. the 

"Ought to pass" as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" report 
of the committee was accepted. 
This being a printed bill, under 
suspension of the rules, it was 
given its two several readings. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 683, L. D. 439, Bill "An Act Cre
ating the Ashland Water and Sewer 
District." 

Amend said bill by striking out all 
of Sec. 7 thereof and inserting the 
following: 

'Sec. 7. Procedure if public util
ity must be crossed. In case of any 
crossing of any public utility, unless 
cons.ent is given by the company 
owmng or operating such public 
utility as to place, manner, and con
ditions of the crossing within 30 
days after such consent is requested 
by such district, the public utilities 
commission shall determine the 
place, manner and conditions of 
such crossing: and all work on the 
property of such public utility shall 
be done under the supervision and 
to the satisfaction of such public 
utility, but at the expense of the 
district.' 

And further amend said bill by 
striking out the words "two hundred 
thousand dollars" in the 14th and 
15th lines of Sec. 8 thereof and 
inserting the following: '$100.000.' 

And further amend said bill by 
a.dding after the figures "1947" in 
the 8th line of Sec. 14 the follow
ing: 

" but if and only if the total 
number o.f votes cast for and against 
the acceptance of this act in said 
election equals or exceeds 20% of 
the total vote for all candidates for 
governor cast in said district at the 
next previous gubernatorial elec
tion' 

Mr. Ellis then 
Amendment "A" 
Amendment "A" 
adoption. 

offered House 
to Committee 

and moved its 

House Amendment "A" to Com
mittee Amendment "A" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Ho.use Amendment "A" to Com
mittee Amendment "A" to H. P. 
683, L. D. 439, Bill "An Act Creat
ing the Ashland Water and Sewer 
District." 

Amend Committee Amendment 
"A" bv striking out the figures 
"$1(){l,{)0{)" in the 3rd line of para
glaph 2 thereof and inserting in 
rlace thereof the figures '$150,000' 

House Amendment "A" to Com-
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mittee Amendment "A" was adopt
ed and Committee Amendment "A" 
as' amended by House Amendment 
"A" was adopted, and the bill was 
assigned for third :-eading on the 
next legislative day. 

On motion by Mr. Boulier of 
Stacyville, the House voted to take 
from the table the 9th tabled and 
unassigned matter, House Majority 
Report "Ought to pass" with Com
mittee Amendment "A" and House 
Minority Report "Ought not to 
pass" of the Committee on Public 
Utilities on Bill "An Act to Incor
porate the Lubec Sewerage District." 
(H. P. 465) (L. D. 271) tabled on 
February 21st by that gentleman 
pending acceptance of either report. 

Mr. BOULIER: Mr. Speaker, I 
move acceptance of the Majority 
Report "OUght to pass with Com
mittee Amendment "A." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Stacyville, Mr. Boulier, moves 
acceptance of the Majority Report 
"Ought to pass with Committee 
Amendment "A". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Caribou, Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, in 
consideration of the fact that this 
was a divided report, I think per
haps there should be a brief ex
planation. I will try to be brief. 

We have the town of Lubec with 
a population of approximately three 
thousand people, without adequate 
sewerage. The district that will be 
created comprises all of the built
up section of the town and a popu
lation of approximately two thou
sand people. It includes an area 
which has approximately 73 per 
cent of the real3state of the town. 
In addition to this the corporations 
and industrial outfits of the town 
within the proposed district are 
valued at over $200,000, and the 
report of the Bureau of Ta,xation 
shows that the entire valuation of 
the town is $1,171,315, and there is 
no debt. The town is in excellent 
condition. The value of the prop
erty in the proposed district is over 
$777,000 and the proposed initial 
construction cost of the sewerage 
plant is .$164,000. 

Now this cost is fourteen per 
cent of the total valuation of the 
town and twenty-one per cent of 
the valuation of the proposed dis
trict. It was upon this point that 
the committee disagreed. While a 
majoriy of the committee favored 
the bill, they did recognize the fact 

that in some instances creating 
these special water and sewer dis
tricts might endanger the future 
solvency of a town. So the com
mittee tried to arrive at some per
centage basis that could be figured 
on the town's valuation. However, 
I do not believe that a fixed per
centage can be arrived at that will 
apply right down the line, and I 
think that each case must be de
cided on its merits. 

In Lubec, I think the situation is 
such that a district can be created 
and the debt can be serviced accord
ing to the provisions of the bill. 
Included in this district are such 
concerns as the American Can Com
pany, Booth Fisheries, Sergeant 
Packing Co., Seaboard Packing Co., 
R. J. Peacock Canning Co. Included 
also in this district is the high 
school, grammar school, three 
churches, town hall, Masonic Hall, 
rooming houses, apartment houses, 
a theater, twenty-five stores and 
approximately four hundred separ
ate dwellings. 

It seems to me that is an impres
sive list of buildings that would be 
serviced, and it seems not only prop
er but necessary for Lubec to have 
a sewerage system. From a point of 
health and sanitation, there is no 
question but what a district is bad
ly needed, and for the point of view 
of taking care of the matter finan
Cially I see no reason why people 
will have any difficulty in meeting 
their obligations. Accordingly, I feel 
the majority "Ought to pass" report 
should be adopted. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques
tion is on the motion by the gentle
man from Stacyville, Mr. Boulier 
that the House adopt the majority 
report "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A". Is 
this the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed, and the 
majority report of the committee 
was accepted, and the bill, having 
already been printed, was given its 
two several readings under suspen
sion of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 465, L. D. 271, Bill "An Act to 
Incorporate the Luhec Sewerage 
Company." 

Amend Section 7 of said bill so 
that the head note shall read as 
follows: 

'Sec. 7. Procedure in exercise of 
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right of eminent domain and cross
ing public utilities'. 

And further amend said Section 
7 by adding the following para
graph thereto; 

'In case of any crossing of any 
public utility, unless conSent is 
given by the company owning or 
operating such public utility d,S to 
place, manner, and conditions of 
the crossing within 30 days after 
such consent is requested by such 
district, the public utilities commis
sion shall determine the place, man
ner and conditions of such crossing; 
and all work on the property of 
such public utility shall be done 
under the supervision and to the 
satisfaction of such public utility, 
but at the expense of the district: 

Further amend said bill by add
ing a,fter the word "act" in the 
sixth line of Sec. 16 thereof the 
following words: " provided that 
the total number of votes cast for 
or agains't the acceptance of this 
act at said meeting equals or ex
ceeds 20% of the total vote for all 
candidates for governor in said dis
trict at the next previous guber
natorial election' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and the bill was assigned 
for third reading on the next legis
lative day. 

On motion by Mr. Sweetser of 
Cumberland, the House voted to 
take from the table the 6th tabled 
and unassigned matter, "Resolve in 
Favor of the Town of Cumberland." 
(H. P. 1263) Reference to Commit
tee on Appropriations and Finan
cial Affairs suggested. Tabled on 
February 14th by that gentleman 
pending reference; and further mo
tion by the same gentleman, the Re
solve was referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations and Financial Af
fairs, ordered printed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

If there is no further business to 
come before the House, the Clerk 
will read the notices. 

On motion by Mr. Day of Monti
cello, Adjourned until Tuesday, 
March 11th at 10:00 o'clock in the 
forenoon. 

• 




