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HOUSE 

Wednesday, March 5, 1947. 
The House met according to ad­

journment, and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Hazen Rigby 
of Gardiner. 

Journal of yesterday read and 
approved. 

Papers From the Senate 
From the Senate: Resolve in favor 

of Bridgton Academy (S. P. 416) 
(L. D. 1202) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations 
and Financial Affairs. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs in concurrence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Transportation of School 
Children by School Busses" (S. P. 
417) (L. D. 1203) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Education. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Education in con­
currence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair at 
this time notes in the balcony the 
presence of the students of the 
Eighth Grade from the town of 
Livermrre Falls, in charge of Miss 
Nellie Harmon, Teacher, and Cony 
High School students in charge of 
Miss Dorothv Giddings, and stud­
ents of the Lincoln Grammar School 
of Augusta. Mrs. John A. McDon­
ough, Teacher. in charge, and. on 
behalf of the members cf the House. 
we bid you wel~ome here this morn­
ing. (Applause) 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Adoption of Children" 
(S. P. 418) (L. D. 1203) 

Bill "An Act rehting to Candi­
dwtes for Public Offices" (S. P. 419) 
(L. D. 1205) 

Bill "An Act Providing for El~c­
tion Counters After Closing of Pc1l3" 
(S. P. 421) (L D. 12-07) 

Bill "An Act relating to Sahry 
and Expense Account of Lieuten­
ant-Governor" (S. P. 423) (L. D. 
1209) 

Bill "An Act to Reg-ulate the Use 
of Lands Adjacent to Turnpikes" (S. 
P. 424) (L. D. 1210) 

Bill "An Act Creating a State 

Administered Probation System" (S. 
P. 425) (L. D. 1211) 

Resolve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Constitution to Provide for 
Election of Members of the Execu­
tive Council (S. P. 420) (L. D. 1206) 

Resol ve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Constitution Creating the 
Office of Lieutenant-Governor and 
Providing for Succession of Office 
of the Governor (S. P. 422) (L. D. 
1208) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary. 

In the House, referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary in concur­
rence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Width of Trucks Haul­
ing Forest Products" (S. P. 426) 
(L. D. 1212) 

Bill "An Act relating to Permits 
for Vehicles Hauling Overweight 
Loads" (S. P. 427) (L. D. 1213) 

Came from the Eenate referred 
to the Committee on Motor Vehicles. 

In the House, referred to the 
Ccmmittee on Motor Vehicles in 
concurrence. 

From the Senate: Resolve Provid­
ing for an In{'rease in State Pension 
for Donald Wilson, of Bath (S. P. 
432) 

Resolve Providing for State Pen­
sion for Sidney H. McIntire of 
PhipJA'lburg (S. P. 433) 

Came from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Pension.s. 

In the House. referred to the 
Committee on Pensions in concur­
rence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Control of the Sale of 
Alcohol" (S. P. 429) (L. D. 1214) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Temperance. 

In the House. referred to the 
Committee on Temperance in con­
currence. 

Senate Report of Committee 
Ought to Pass 

Report of the Committee on Tax­
ation reporting "Ow;ht to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to Gasoline 
and Use Fuel Tax on Maine Turn­
pikes" (S. P. 93) (L. D. 144) 

Came from the Senate with the 
Report read and accepted and the 
Bill paS3ed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Rep:Jrt was read 
and a,ncepted in concurrence and 
the Bill read twice and tomorrow 
assigned. 



356 LEGISLATIVE RECORJ)..:....HOUSE. MARCH 5. 1947 

Messages and Documents 
The following Communication: 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND WELFARE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AUGUSTA 

March 3. 1947 
Mr. Harvey R. Pease. Clerk 
House of Representatives 
Ninety-Third Legislature 
State House 
Al:'!justa. Maine 
Dear Mr. Pease: 

Complying with the Order of the 
House of Representatives of the 
Ninety-Third Legislature. dated 
February 19. 1947. I am transmit­
ting herewith (1) list of pending 
cases (applicants) and (2) list of 
recipients of Aid to Dependent Chil­
dren and their grants arranged by 
counties, towns or cities, and places 
of residence. These lists include the 
three items covered in the Order. 

The Aid to Dependent Children 
list is set up in two sections. The 
.first section lists the pending cases 
(applicants) by county and town. 
and pages are numo2red 1 to 22 con­
secutively . in the upper right cor­
ners. The name and address of the 
applicants are entered on the ex­
treme left and in the center the 
number of children for whom assist­
ance is requested is listed. The list 
has been made as of January 31. 
1947. 

The se::ond section relates to fam­
ilies receiving aid under the Aid to 
Dependent Children program, and 
pages are numbere:l 1 to 73 consecu­
tively at the bottom. The name and 
address (}f recipients are listed on 
the extreme left, the number of 
children for whom assistance is be­
ing reecived in the center, and the 
amount allowed for the family 
group in the right hand side of the 
page. This lis'G alsoPa5 been made 
as of Januarv 31. 1947. 

For the irfJrmation of the House 
of Representatives as to the confi­
dentia1 natur,e of these and other 
records to follow. I also transmit a 
communication from the Executive 
Director of the Federal Security 
Board addressed to state Agencies 
Admin'siterinq ADnr(wej P'''hl;~ A~­
sistance Plans on the subject of 
"Standards for S'lfeguarding Infor­
mation Concerning Applicants and 
Recipients pf Public Assista'Jce." ln 
additbn, I would resnectful'v call 
attention to Sectinn 9 of Chapter 22 
of the Revisoed' Statutes of Maine, 

1944; and the attached copy of 
Rules and Regulations of the De­
partment of Health and Welfare 
promulgated thereunder on "Safe­
guarding the Confidential Nature of 
Public Assistance Records and In­
formation," and indicating that no 
private use of such records should 
be made. 

We are now working on the other 
lists requested and will forward 
them to you at the' earliest possible 
moment. 

Sincerely yours. 
(Signed) LEVERETT D. BRISTOL 

Commissioner 
The Communication was read and 

ordered placed on file. 

The following B:Ils, transmitted 
by the Revisor of Statutes, pursuant 
to Joint Order. were received, and 
upon recommendation cf the Com­
mittee on Reference of Bills, were 
referred to the following Commit­
tees: 

Inland Fisheries· and Game 
Bill "An Act relating to Distri" 

bution of Information Concerning 
Wild Life and Providing for Reve­
nue Therefor" (H. P. 1583) (Pre­
sented by Mr. SharIJ(! of Anson) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence 

Judiciary 
Bill "An Act relatmg to Unclassi­

fied Service in Department of Agri­
culture" (H. P. 1584) (Presented by 
Mr. Boulier of Sta::yville) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act nhting to Qualifica­

tions cf the Recorder of the Gard­
iner Municipal Court" (H. P. 1585) 
(Presented by Mr. Tabb of Gard­
iner) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Legal Affairs 
Bill "An Act to Enable a Munici­

pal Corporation to Organize and 
Conduct a Water Distrkt and/or a 
Sewerage District" (H. P. 1586) 
(Presented by Mr. Lessard of Skow­
h,egan by request) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Public Utilities 
Bill "An Act Creating the Bridg­

ton Water and Sewer District" (H. 
P. 1587) (Presented by Mr. Rankin 
of Bridgton) 

(Ordered printed) 
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Bill "An Act to Create the Penob­
scot Valley water Commission" (H. 
P. 1588) (Presented by Mr. Thomp­
son of Brewer) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrenoe. 

Taxation 
Bill "An Act to Create the Maine 

Highway District" (H. P. 1589) (Pre­
sented by Mr. Burton of Milo) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act Imposing Miscel~an­

eous Taxes" (H. P. 1590) (Presented 
by Mr. Meloon of Portland) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An I\ct relating to a Sever­

ance Tax on Forest Stumpage in 
Organized Towns" (H. P. 1591) 
(Presented by Mr. Webber of Ban­
gor) 

(Ordered prinbed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Orders 
On motien by Mr. DeSanctis of 

Madisnn, it was 
ORDERED, that Mr. Laughton of 

Ripley be excused from attendance 
because of bu.siness. 

On motion by Mr. Bowker of 
Portland, it was 

ORDERED, that there be printed 
500 additiLnal copies of S. P. 335, 
L. D. 968. An Act to Provide for 
the Incorp,oration, Supervision, Reg­
ulation and D ssolution of Medical 
Servke PI"tn Corporations. and to 
Prescribe Penalties for Violations. 

House Reports of Committees 
Leave to Withdraw 

Mr. Carville from the Committee 
on Inlanj Fisheries and Game on 
Resolve Regulating Fishing in East 
Pond stream in Somerset County 
(H. P. 974) (L. D. 630) reported 
leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Hayward ,from same CO!lll­
mitt-ee rep::>rted same on Bill "An 
Act rela,rng to Bounty on Bears" 
(H. P. 825) (L. D. 528) 

Mr. Williams from the Committee 
on Judi2iary reported same on Bill 
"An Act relatin'S to Div'OTce" (H. P. 
925) (L. D. 620) 

Mr. Martin from the Committee 
on E'alaries and Fees reported same 
on Bill "An Act relatin'l' to Fees 
of Trial Justices in Certain Pwts 
of Aroostook County" (H. P. 1315) 
(L. D. 912) 

Reports were read and accepted. 

Ought Not to Pass 
Mr. McGlauftin from the Com­

mittee on Judiciary reported "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An Act re­
lating to Collector's or Treasurer's 
Deed" (H. P. 926) (L. D. 621) 

Mr. Mills from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Act with 
Reference to Pleading and Proving 
Contributa.ry Negligence" (H. P. 
1071) (L. D. 731) 

Same gent1eman from same Com­
mittee rep:>rted same a.n Bill "An 
Act relative to Seizure and Dis­
position of Game and Equipment" 
(H. P. 834) (L. D. 531) 

Reports were read and accepted. 

Tabled 

Mr. Peirce from the Oommittee 
on Judkiary repo,rted "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating 
to the Sanitary Water Board" (H. 
P. 443) (L. D. 241) 

(0:1 motion by Mr. Peirce of 
Augusta, tabled pending acceptance 
of Committee Report) 

Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Peirce from the Committee 
on Jud~,ciary reported "Ought not 
to pass on Resolve Proposin'S an 
Amendment to the CDnstitution to 
Provide for an Increase of the Mu­
nicipal Debt Limit to Ten Per Cent 
of the Last Regular Munciual Valu­
ation (H. P. 844) (L. D. 485) 

(On motion by Mr. Sweetser of 
Cumberland, tabled and specially 
assigned fDr Tuesday, March 11th) 

Mr. Silsby fre!lll the Oommittee 
on Judiciary rePDrted "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating 
to Absent Vo~ing" (H. P. 923) (L. 
D. 618) 

Mr. Carville from the Committee 
on Inland Fisheries and Game r'8-
ported same on Resolve to Create 
a Commission to Study and Revise 
Ex'sting Inland Fish and Game 
Laws (H. P. 830) (L. D. 479) 

Mr. Burton from the Committee 
on Taxation repDrted same on Bill 
"An Act relating to th'8 Gasoline 
Tax" (H. P. 1222) (L. D. 747) 

Mr. Lombard from same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relatinq; to the Use Fuel Tax" 
(H. P. 1223) (L. D. 748) 

Reports were read and accepted. 
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Ought to Pass With Committee 
Amendment 

, Mr. Silsby from the Committee 
on Judiciary on Bill "An Act re­
lating to Commitment of Children 
to the Custody of Certain Officers" 
(H. P. il59) (L. D. 457) reported 
"Ought . to pass" as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" sub­
mitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus­
p~nsion of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
r,ead by t!he Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to 
H. P. 659, L. D. 457, Bill "An Act 
Relating to Commitment of Chil­
dren to the Custody of Certain 
Of"cers." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
in the 3rd line from the end there­
of, the underlined word "com­
petent", and inserting in place 
theerof the underlined word 'au­
thorized' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and tomorrow was assign­
ed for third reading of the Bill. 

First Reading of Printed B.i~ls 

Bill "An Act relating to the 
Charter of Lucerne-in-Maine Vil­
lage Corporation" (H. P. '1582) (L. 
D. 1225) 

Bill was given its two several 
r,eadings, and on motion by Mr. 
Sargent of Bucksport, under sus­
pension of the rules, the Bill had 
its third reading, was passed to be 
enDTossed and sent up for concur­
rence. 

Resolve in favor of Teacher-Pen­
sion Status of Martha O. Crosby 
of Benton (H. P. 1158) (L. D. 1226) 

Resolve was read once and to­
morrow assigned. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act rel:vtive Ito Hegrin'Zs 

Conducted by the Secretary of 
State" (S. P. 207) (L. D. 579) 

Bill "An Act Amending the Acts 
which Constitute the Charter of 
colby College, Formerly Colby Uni­
versity" (S. P. 209) (L. D. 578) 

Bill "An Act re"lting to I..,oq;ue 
Criminals" (S. P. 211) (L. D. 576) 

Bill "An Act relating tlJ Business 
Hours in state Liquor Stores" (S. 
P. 265) (L. D. 727) 
. Bill "An Act relating to Disposi­

tIon of Fees for Certificates of Ap­
proval of Manufacturers and Foreign 

Wholesalers of Malt Liquor" (S. P. 
266) (L. D. 728) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

On motion by Miss Cormier of 
Rumford, House Rule 25 was sus­
pended for the remainder of today's 
session, in order to permit smoking. 

Bill "An Act relating to Hours of 
Sale of Liquor" (S. P. 306) (L. D. 
787) 

Bill "An Aot to Provide Driver 
EJducfrtion in Secondary Schools" 
(H. P. 486) (L. D. 316) 

Bill "An Act relating to Returns 
to Commissioner of Education of 
Towns Having Seventy-five or More 
Teachers" (H. P. 600) (L. D. 369) 

Bill "An Act relating to Service 
in Divorce Cases" (H. P. 921) (L. D. 
617) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Coun­
ty Law Library at Rumford in the 
county of OXford" (H. P. 963) (L. 
D. 619) 

Bill "An Act relating to Educa­
tion of Physically Handicapped 
Children" CR. P. 972) (L. D. 629) 

Bill "An Act relating to Lincoln 
County Law Library" (H. P. 1072) 
(L. D. 702) 

Bill "An Act relating to Non­
Resident Deer Hunting Licenses" (H. 
P. 1575) (L. D. 1215) 

Resolve Abolishing Commission 
for Promotion of International Good 
Will in Education (H. P. 601) (L. 
D. 370) 

Resolve Appropriating Money to 
Improve the Approach to the Fish 
Way at Aroostook Falls (H. P. 1573) 
(L. D. 1216) 

Resolve to Provide for Repair of 
Fish S3reen alt Porter Lak,e (H. P. 
1574) L. D. 1217) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, Resolves read 
the second time, all passed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended Bills 
Bill "An Act to Repeal the In­

corporation of the Madison Village 
Corporation" CR. P. 247) (L. D. 
174) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Town of Van Buren School Dis­
trict" CR. P. 612) (L. D. 377) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Freeport Sewer District" (H. P. 684) 
(L. D. 440) 
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Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Enfield Water District" (H. P. 874) 
(L. D. 486) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed as amended and sent to 
the S€nate. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 

Kendu~keag Development District" 
(E. P. 924) (L. D. 560) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, and 
on motion by Mr. Webber of Ban­
gor, tabled pending third reading 
and specially assigned for Thurs­
day, March 6th) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Town of Lincolnville School Dis­
trict" (E. P. 927) (L. D. 561) 

Bill "An Act to IncorpOTate the 
Town of North Berwick S'~hool Dis­
trict" (E. P. 929) (L. D. 622) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Yarmouth Sewerage D~striC't" (H. P. 
946) (L. D. 562) 

Bill "An Act to Amend the Char­
ter of Rumford Falls Village Cor­
poration" m. P. 969) (L. D. 623) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed as amended and sent to 
the Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
Constitutional Amendment 

Tabled and Assigned 
Resolve. Propc>sing an Amend­

ment to the Oc>nstitution Providing 
for Additional Signers in Petitions 
for Referendum (S. P. 107) (L. D. 
238) 

(Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, and on motion by 
Mr. Perkins of Boothbay Harbor, 
tabled pending passage to be enact­
ed and specially assigned for Wed­
nesday, March 12th) 

Tabled and Assigned 
An Act Guannteeing Loans for 

Veterans (S. P. 77) (L. D. 104) 
(Was reported by the Committee 

on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, and on motion by 
Mr. MelDon of Portland, tabled 
pendin~ passage to be enacted and 
specially assigned for Thursday, 
March 6th) 

Passed to be Enacted (Cont'd) 
An Act relating to the Amortiza­

tion of Premiums and the Accumu­
lation of Discounts on Bonds or Oth­
er Obligations Held in Trust (S. P. 
85) (L. D. 111) 

An Act relating to Expenses of 
Town Collectors and Treasurers in 
Attending Meetings (S. P. 103) (L. 
D. 2O(}2) 

An Act relating to Regulation of 
Employment Agencies (S. P. 128) 
(L. D. 285) 

An Ad Declaring Maine Maritime 
Academy as a State Agency (H. P. 
57) (L. D. 44) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

Tabled 
An Act relating to the Issuance 

of Dealer's Registration (S. P. 218) 
(L. D. 571) 

(Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed BEls as truly and 
strictly engro~sed. and on motion by 
Mr. Brewer qf Presque Isle, tabled 
pending pass~ge ~~ be enacted) 

An Act relating to Ins1Jection of 
Motor Vehid~s (S. P. 219) (L. D. 
570(}) 

An Act to Incorpc>rate the Town 
of Litchfield School District (H. P. 
250) (L. D. 1 ~6) 

An Act rel3Jtin~ to Bank Accounts 
and Deposits of Town Treasurers 
(H P. 273) (L. D. 18» 

An Act relMing to the BOlrd of 
Oommissioner1s of Pharmacy (H. P. 
611) (L. D. 3'76) 

An Act Am~nding the Oharter of 
the Che:stnll't' E)~reet Methrdist So­
ciety in Portla;nd (H. P. 613) (L. D. 
378) 

An Act relating to Freedom Acad­
emy (H. P. 658) (L. D. 45 C ) 

An Act relating to Ap':>ointment 
of Diredors, of Corporations by 
Oourt (H. P. 663) (L. D. 4~0> 

An Act to Authorize the Treas­
urer and County C'1mmissioners of 
Lin~oln County to Procure a Loan, 
and Issue Bonds of Said CnU'1ty 
Therefor for the Purpa·se of Bui'd­
ing a Court House or Ad'iing to the 
Present Court House (H. P. 664) 
(L. D. 437) 

An ACit to Inco1'!)or3'te th.e Ci'ty of 
Belf~st 'school District (H. P. 667) 
(L. D. 438) 

An Act to Authorize the town of 
Norway to Acquire Property (H. P. 
671) (L. D. 466) , 
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An Act relative to Penalties (H. 
P. 837) (L. D. 534) 

An Act Repealing the Farm 
Lands Loan Act and Disposing of 
Assets (H. P. 841) (L. D. 484) 

An Act relating to the Use of 
Lights in the Operation of Motor 
Vehicles (H. P. 1364) (L. D. 961) 

An Act relating to Pro-ceedings to 
Bar Action on Undischarg-ed Real 
Estate Mortgages (H. P. 1457) (L. 
D. 1041) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve in favor of the town of 

Sullivan (S. P. 64) (L. D. 39) 
Resolve Authorizing the State 

Tax Assessor to Convey Certain in­
terest of the State in Lands in Ox­
ford County to Verne E. Mills of 
Bethel (H. ·P. 353) (L. D. 223) 

Resolve Authorizing the State 
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In­
terest of the state in Lands in 
Aroostook County to Wilfred Ros­
signol (Nightingale) of Stockholm 
(Guerette RFDJ (H. P. 985) (L. D. 
64(» 

Resolve Authorizing the State 
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In­
terest 'Of the Slta:be in Lands in Ox­
ford County to John Westlehh of 
Mason (H. P. 1032) (L. D. 668) 

Resolve Authorizing the State 
Tax Assessor to Convev Certain In­
t-erest of the state in Lands in Ox­
ford County to Dr. W. B. Twadelle, 
<'f Bethel (H. P. 1089) (L. D. 734) 

Resolve Authorizing the St1lte 
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In­
terest of the State in Lands in 
Arocstook County to Wilfred Ros­
signol of Guerette (P. O. Stock­
holm) (H. P. 1(90) (L. D. 735) 

Resolv-e Authorizing the state 
Tax Assessor to Convev Gertain In­
ter-est of the state in Lands in Ox­
ford County to Dr. W. B. Twadrlle, 
of Bethel (H. P. lOS-1) (L. D. 736) 

Resolve Authorizing the State 
Tax Assessor to ;Jonvey Certain In­
ter-est of the State in Lands in 
Aroostook Countv to Fred Ma.rauis, 
of Sinclair (H. P. 1(92) (L. D. 737) 

Resolve Authocizing the State 
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In­
terest of the State in l,ands in 
Aroostook County to Jules St. Peter, 
of Guerette (H. P. 1093) (L. D. 738) 

P"esolve Authorizing the Stat·e 
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In­
terest of ~he State in Lanns in 
Aroostook County to Fred B. Simp­
son, of Bangor (H. P. 1094) (L. D. 
739) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on E..'1grcssed Bills ?s truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to 

b-e enacted, Resolves finally passed, 
all signed by the Sp~aker 'and sent 
to 'the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: Under Orders of 

the Day the Chair lays bEfore the 
House the first tabled and today 
assigned matter, House Report, 
"Ought not to pass" of the Com­
mittee on Judiciary on "Resolve, 
Proposing an Amendment to the 
Constitution Changing the Date of 
the General Election." (H. P. 56) 
(L. D. 59) tabled on F1ebruary 26 
by the gentleman from Lewiston, 
Mr. Jalbert, pendin~ accept3n~e of 
report, and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker, 
Memb'3rs of the House: 

In asking that the bill be substi­
tuted for the report, may I state 
that this is my second attempt, be­
fore the Maine State Legis:ature. to 
ask that the question of changing 
our ele-etion date, from September 
to November. to coincide with our 
November National Elections, be 
p!aced before the people, to accept, 
or reject. 

To use an often heard exuression, 
I was really scoring two vears ago. 
Whether or not the spade work I 
did two years ago wlll merit a "yes" 
vote todav, is a decision for this 
93rd Legislature to a'lswer. 

Of the more than 2,{}DO measures 
before us, many are on the tax'ltion 
line; few, and very few, call for 
the saving of money. 

This measure calls for the definite 
saving of thousands of dollars. 
&:Ime of the arg-uments that have 
cropped UP against this change 
were: That an attemnt should be 
made to keep National politics out 
of State politics. Th'lt beinrr the 
case. whv then should our United 
States Oongressmen and United 
States Senators be elected in Seo­
tember? Also why should the Speak­
ers' Bureaus of both parties seek 
the aid of National Rpeakers. Unit­
ed States Senators, Vi·3e Presidential 
and Presidential candidates to 
campaign on the issu~s in Wash­
ington during the September elec­
tions? 

Another argument th!tt has been 
presented at prior hearings on a re­
solve similar to the one which I 
have presented has been the pub­
liCity value to the State of Maine of 
this election. However. if the 1\I[aine 
Development Oommission, with its 
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staff of expert advertising men, were 
given these funds which are now 
needlessly expended for this addi­
tional election, certainly the recre­
ational and commercial interests of 
this state would be immeasurably 
advanced, 

OnthLs subject I would like to 
quote from something out of the 
newspaper, This editorial was hand­
ed to me a few minutes ago. This is 
one of many editorials that have 
appeared before in Maine news­
pa.pers and out-of-state papers, in­
cluding the New York Times. This 
one was handed to me, and I do 
not know what paper it was from. 
It is entitled "There Goes Maine." 
"The September date of Maine's 
state election has long seemed, to 
the outsider, a harmless eo:;entri­
city which a polite person should 
ignore. This could be done by focus­
ing the attention instead upon the 
state's delicious lobster, its mealy 
Aroostook potatoes, the delights of 
its mountain, lake and seashore 
vacationland, or the salty speech 
of the Oown Easter. 

"The theory that the early elec­
tion serves as a political barometer 
went up in ~moke years ago. Maine 
voted for Hughes in 1916, for Hoover 
in 1928, for Landon in 1936, for 
Wi:lkie in 194{) and for Dewey in 
1944. It has, in short, backed the 
wrong horse five times in eight 
tries. The adage, 'As goes Maine, so 
goes the nation' is subscribed to 
mostly by people who believe that 
the ground hog and Uncle Abner's 
rheumatic knee forecast the weath­
er. 

A constitutional a men d men t 
would set the state election date 
ba·~k to November, and the Maine 
Legislature is considering it now. 
Campaigning and voting would no 
longer interfere with the harvest. 
The expense of two elections in 
Presidential years would be lifted 
from the treasury. A poll of out­
siders would favor the change. What 
Maine will do about it is anybody's 
guess and. in the Maine tradition, 
nobcxl.y's business." 

The big objection is the s1-called 
"feed bag," enjoyed by certain lead­
ers of each party. May I, for the 
moment. get away from this so­
called "Feed Bag" and shatter con­
clusively the argument that there 
is no demand for a change. 

Two years ago, I conducted a p')ll 
of town managers, selectmen and 
mayors of the different communi­
ties in our State, asking them if 

they favored the change, or not; I 
received 195 answers. 

May I, for the moment, read ,to 
you the questions on the card I 
sent out? "Do you favor having our 
State election in November instead 
of September, thus doing away on 
Presidential year with the Septem­
ber election cost? How much did 
the September, 1914, election cost 
your city or town?" 176 answered 
"yes," 17 "no," and 2 gave no opin­
ion, showing a percentage of 9:1% 
in favor of the change. Besides this, 
I present petitions, sent to me, 
showing thousands of signatures 
giving support to the plan. 

May I, Mr. Speaker, ask for un­
animous consent of the House to 
insert into the record the names of 
the 176 towns and cities in favor 
of this, those two cities not giving 
any opinion, and those 17 towns 
who are against the measure, and 
also the amounts of the election 
costs of each individual town or 
city. I ask that this request be 
granted, Mr. Speaker, merely as a 
time saver, again being motivated 
by e~onomy, because we all know 
that time is money, and sh~uld this 
not be gTanted I would needlessly 
take up a great deal of your time 
by reading these cards individually. 
I would, however, be very happy to 
read off every card individually if 
tho memhRrs so wish. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair un­
derstands that the gentleman from 
Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, requests that 
these matters be inserted in the 
Record without further reading. 
Does the Chair hear objection? 

The Chair hears n') objection, 
and the request is granted. 
Towns and Cities 

Buckfield 
Arrowsic 
Winthrop 
Liberty 
:Rrooklin 
Bradley 
Hancock 
Bridgton 
Waldoboro 
Oakfield 
New Limerick 
Fqlmouth 
Albion 
Alexander 
Deer Isle 
Monroe 
Sumner 
New Gloucester 
So. Thomaston 
So. Portland 

"Yes" 
Amounts 

$23.00 
13.00 
3705 
25.00 
4500 
2'3.00 
25.00 
65.00 
7500 
15.00 
11.50 
92.20 
35.00 
42.00 
79.00 
20.00 
20.00 
60.00 
35.00 

671.57 
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Stoneham 30.GO Avon 50.00 
Winter Harbor 35.00 Perry 25.00 
Houlton 125.00 Amherst 14.88 
Aurora 25.00 Pittsfield 41.CO 
Greenville No Amount M&~hias 25.00 

Madison 77.00 Hampden 50.(}(} Solon 25.00 Naples No Amount North Yarmouth 70.00 Lincoln Plant. 13.50 Raymond 6.00 Bristol 38.00 Brunswick 500.00 Van Buren 50.00 Jay 100.00 Haynesville 10.00 Phillips 28.00 Carroll 45.00 Glenwood Plant. 24.80 Hodgdon 15.00 Masardis 40.00 Newcastle 35.00 Bowdoinham 40.50 Hudson 29.00 Vassalooro 60.00 Wade 14.00 Palmyra 40.00 Holden 30.00 Gilead 10.00 Stockton Springs 20.00 Orneville 25.00 Dyer Brook 9.00 Lake View 35.00 Bar Harbor 7629 Mechanic Falls 75.00 Cutler 25.00 Carthage 25.00 Springfield 40.00 Lewiston 969.98 Eddington 25.00 Poland 75.00 
Milford 2465 Dexter 43.00 
Alfred 40.00 Ashland 50.00 
Westfield 20.00 Dover-Foxcroft 56.00 
Grand Lake stream Plant. 15.C{) Sangerville 36.80 
West Bath 18.00 Benedicta 15.00 
Glenburn 16.00 Belmont 26.88 
Livermore Falls 50.00 Gouldsboro 24.00 
Grand Falls Plant. 29.41 Richmond 60.00 
Rangeley 25.00 Searsmont 50.00 
St. Agatha 76.50 Presque Isle No Amount 
Mt. Desert 83.00 Newport 66.00 
Princeton 28.00 Sullivan 55.00 
Coplin Plant. 6.00 Mapleton 25.00 
Turner 25.0,0 Brewer 655.00 
Stockholm 25.00 Wallagrass Plantation 50.00 
Hiram 45.0J Westbrook 250.00 
Burlington 24.00 Corinna 12.00 
Shirley 10.00 Livermore 30.00 
Danforth 45.00 Madison 50.00 
Bancroft 3.00 Steuben 25.00 
Rockport 41.00 Eagle Lake 50.00 
Plant. No. 21 25.00 Veazie 25.00 
Orient 3~'<}D Harrison 51.CO 
Pownal 50.00 Wales 50.00 
Parkman 25.00 Edgecomb 40.00 
Sherman 21.00 Abbot 40.00 
Medway 40.00 Mariaville 21.00 
Milhridge 20.00 Belgrade 32.00 
Littleton 28.00 Farmington 85.00 
Rip'ey 15.00 Biddeford 758.00 
Lebanon 63.5,0 Dennysville 50.00 
Sanford 539.71 Dixmont 19.84 
Thomaston 65.0J Unity 46.00 
Harrinq;ton 15.00 Crvstal 40.00 
Fairr.eld 50.00 Paiermo 50.00 
Crawford 40.50 Industry 36.00 
Minot 100.00 Southwest Harbor 51.00 
Portage Lake 40.01 L,ee 3').00 
Bail eyville 16.40 Gardiner 468.64 
Skowhe[!an 10J.00 Mars Hill 30.00 
Whitefield 39.00 Monmouth 75.00 
Fort Kent 75.00 Freeport 50.00 
Perham 20.00 Rockland 584.75 
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Fort Fairfield 
Calais 
Frenchville 
Ellsworth 
Mexico 
Rangley 
Winslow 
Hebron 
Friendship 
Plymouth 
Lubec 
Orono 
Auburn 
Enfield 
Dallas Plantation 
Jackson 
Blaine 
Cushing 
Waterville 
Blue Hill 
Appleton 
Guilford 

65.00 
500.00 

42.00 
350.0J 
47.37 
12.00 
60.00 
4000 
41.0() 
35 UO 

No Amount 
3334 

1000.00 
400() 

No Amount 
36.00 
22.00 
25.00 

1500. Plus 
7500 
35.00 
50.00 

Towns and Cities "No" 
Amounts 

Southport 34.00 
Kingl1eld 1800 
Windham 36.00 
Hallowell 320.33 
Wells (Very little) 
Madrid 40.00 
Patten 30.00 
Greene 40.00 
NorttJp8rt 27.50 
Island Falls 12.00 
Litchfield 42.00 
Webster 20W 
Troy 30.00 
Easton 20.0:) 
Charleston 20.00 
Cumberland 93.39 
Augusta (no opinion) 1429.32 
Portland (no opinion) 1939.00 

Now let us go into the cost of these 
elections. When I sent these cards I 
asked the mayor, town mana.gers or 
sele-ctmen to give me the cost of the 
last Sept em ber election. The 176 af­
firmative answers show a composite 
cost of $15,730.50, the "no's" $83-0.94; 
the two giving no opinion, those be­
ing the cities of Portl9.nd and Au­
gusta, am~unts to $3,368.82, making 
a tCltal of $19,92-0.26. The ap')fOxi­
mate figure of the cost to the towns, 
cities, and plantations, not heard 
from, amounts to about $25,OOO.CO. 
The added amount, as many stated 
to me, for erection of polling booths, 
loss of time to selectmen, town 
clerks, et. cetera, and the hiring of 
votinl~ places would easily amount 
to $10.000.00. The cost to the elec­
tion department of the Secretary of 
State's Office for this last Septem­
ber election was $24,000.-00, making 
a grand total of $78,920.26. It is gen-

erally assumed that there are ap­
proximately 400,0{)0 voters in Maine. 
If time is money, with the use of the 
automobiles, tires, gas, and oil, no 
one can deny that the approximate 
cost to each voter is easily 50c, so 
that we can tack on an additional 
$200,000.00 needlessly thrown away. 

Now back to the famous "feed 
bag". These certain leaders of both 
parties shiver at the thought of a 
change because they feel that cer­
tainly money would be handed down 
to them only once instead of twice 
should this amendment be voted 
upon favorably. From the figures 
quoted it seems that a quarter of a 
million dollars is a lot of money to 
spend uselessly to satisfy a few 
somewhat selfish political leaders of 
both parties. 

The "feed bag" is becomin~ de8a­
dent and siL1ply because the day 
has now arrived when Washington 
expects money from Maine rather 
than they making us a donation. 

In 1819, when the Constitution of 
our great State was drafted, weath­
er was a most important factor in 
reaching the decision of date of 
election. 

Through the years, weather rec­
mds have established the fact that 
the winter season becomes less 
hardy per decade. Since 12 decades 
have elapsed, the weather is no 
longer a factor. 

Since 1936, and may I ask your 
consideration of this thought, our 
,September vote has dropped off (0 
the astounuing figure of 13.0,001). 
130.0:)0 people have not gone to the 
polls for our Gubernatorial and 
County elections, yet the November 
vote holds up. 

I hlVe those figures, state wide, 
and bv district, and also the Nation­
al cuunt, given me by the always 
correct, alert, and courteous Secre­
tary of State's Department. Follow­
in'! are those figures: 
19;6 

Total vote for President 295,156 
Total vote for Governor 310,{)46 

1938 
Total vote for Governor 

1940 
Total vote for President 
Total vote for Governor 

1942 
Total vote for Governor 

1944 
Total vote for President 
Total vote for Governor 

1946 
Total vote for Governor 

297,238 

320,840 
255,047 

176,605 

296,400 
187,632 

179,951 
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Another thought occur::; to me, 
that in many instances since we 
Have convened, the argument "They 
do it in other States" has been 
brought out. 

They vote in November in forty­
seven (47) of our forty-eight (48) 
States. It might be advisable if we 
were to fellow along this trend uf 
thought. 

I might also, at this time, state 
that our State Librarians have been 
most kind in making it possible for 
me to acquire data. 

This measure has been hashed 
and rehashed for years in the halls 
of our state House. I'm asking that 
the electorate of our state be grant­
ed the privile2:e of voting for. or 
against, this change. We have tn 
spend, I know, but here is an oppor­
tunity to save. 

Members of the House, what is 
wrong with that thought? 

Mr. Speaker, I move that the bill 
be subs.itute;t for th8 report. 

I want to thank you, and the 
mewbers of the House, for your at­
tention. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, moves 
that the Resolve be substituted for 
the "Ought not to pass" report of 
the committee. 

At this time the Chair notes in 
the hall of the House the presence 
of the di5tinguished President of 
the Senate, who was the Speaker 
of this House in the 90th Legis­
lature. The Chair invites him to 
the rOlStrum and requests the Ser­
geant-a.t-Arms to conduct him to 
a seat on the right of the Chair. 

The HJnorab'e George D. Varney, 
President of the cenate, was then 
escorted to the rostrum by the 
cergeant-a,t-Arms, amid the ap­
pJflll<e of the House, the members 
rising. 

'l'He SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from MachLts­
port. Mr. Hanson. 

Mr. HANSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: In second­
ing the motion of the gentlemln 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, I find 
myself te·day in much the same 
position as when a similar measure 
came up in this chamber during 
the re?:ular session of the nnd 
Legislature. I am still a member 
of that overworked committee of 
Mines and Mining <laughter) (this 
time. Mr. Speaker, by personal re­
quest) and I am still in Llvor of 
changing the date of holding our 

State election from the month of 
Sep~ember to the date when our 
National Election is held. 

Some of you may be wondering 
just what the Committee of Mines 
and Mining has to do with the 
chanojng of the date of holding our 
State

O 

Electbns. So let me say to 
you that it is my honest opinion 
that there is no more need for 
holding our State election in E'ep­
tember than there is for the Legis­
lature of Maine to have as one of 
its Joint Standing Committees the 
Oommittee of Mines and Mining. 
One is just as uncalled for and as 
unnecEssary as the other. 

However, our committee is ready 
for business. We have received our 
printed stationery, and it mt~ht be 
a good plan for the members of the 
committee of Mines and Mining' to 
clean the rust from their picks and 
shine up their shovels for unless 
something happens in the near 
future. it is going to require the 
untiring efforts of some great power 
to unearth suffi~ient funds to meet 
the increases in the running ex­
pense of our State. There is an 
old saying that "A dollar saved is 
a dollar earned", and in my opinion 
this is where this resolve fits into 
the picture-that by changing the 
date of holding our Sitate election. 
as set forth in this measure. it will 
save the taxpayers of Maine many 
thousands of dollars. Again I re­
peat that old saying: "A dollar 
saved is a dollar earned." 

Some of the members of this 
House have told me that this is a 
polHical question and the change 
cannot be made for pJlitical reasons. 
I fail to find any good reason so 
hr offered as to why this measure 
should be classed as a political 
question. 

There is an old slegan: "As Maine 
gees. so goes the Union." Of course 
no one be'ieves such an unreason­
able assertion. but even if it were 
true who is there within the sound 
of ~y voice that would be willing 
to sa~rifice thousands of dollars of 
the taxpayers' money of the state 
of Maine to influence the voters 
ill the state of Massachusetts. New 
Yc·rk. Ohio c·r any other state. in 
order to elect either a Republican 
or a Democrat President of the 
United States of America? I say 
the classifying; of this issue as a 
pDli tical question is ridiculous and 
very far fetched from the true 
meaning of the issue. 
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We are not c::Llled upon to decide 
the question of whether the d3.te 
for holding our St::Lte election shall 
be changed or nc,t; we are simp,y 
voting to refer the matter to the 
peop.e of our Sta·te to de~ide by 
theIr vote. If they should see fH 
to turn the qUEstion down. it will 
probably be some time before the 
matter is brought up here again, 
and wh::Ltever the people decide is 
s::Ltisfa~tory to me, for I feel we 
can trust the peJple to do the right 
thing in deciding such impJrtant 
questions. 

However, I do not feel that I am 
alone in placing confidence in the 
people for the satisfa~tory m::Lnner 
in which they have always disposed 
of referendum questions h3.nded 
them by the Legisl3.ture. And here 
I wish to quote from a speech m3.de 
by cne of the leading s:}-c::Llled Ad­
ministration members at the speci3.l 
session of the 92nd Legislature in 
regard to referring impDrtant mat­
ters to the psople, showing his 
faith and undying confidence in 
the just outcome of matters referred 
to them tel be acted up:}n through 
a State-wide referendum. I am 
about to quote from a speech made 
by the gencleman from Portland, 
Mr. Allen, which was made during 
the bonus debate in this ch::Lmber 
on July 25th 13.st, and whi~h ex­
pressed his feeling and confidence 
in the people of this St::Lte when 
asked to decide by their vote su~h 
import::Lnt questbns as the one 
which we now h3.ve before us, and 
in which we are asking the mem­
bers of this House to do their p3.rt 
in referrin< the question to the 
people of the E,ta·te o.f Maine t-1 be 
voted on in the general referendum. 

Mr. AEen said. and I quote: "I 
listen with amazement when people 
say that ten years ago the people 
of this State voted ag3.inst a sales 
tax. Do you mean to say that yoU 
haven't confidence enough in the 
pe::Jple of this State to let them 
vote more than once in ten years 
on the matter? Do you mean to 
say that you do not think the peopie 
of this State mi'1:ht not change their 
minds on certain m::Ltters in ten 
long years? Members. I am flab­
bergasted. I am flabbergasted that 
you have not gat confidence in these 
ninety-three thousand veterans and 
the rest of the eight hundred and 
fifty thousand peor;b of the State 
of Maine to send them the mnst 
important piece of le,ishtion whkh 
the State has had to consider for 

twenty-five years. You have sent 
a l)t of referendums down to the 
pearle on matters of much less con­
sequence than this. yet you mean 
to say you have not got confidence 
in the people of vour State to let 
them decide the issue. but you want 
to say: 'No. We will be the .iudges.' 
A few men here in Augusta sent 
down here to legislate - sent down 
here to investiqate for the per·ule as 
a committee of the whole. 'We will 
decide it here. To heck with the 
people.' 

"It is not a question for us or 
them: it is a problem for all the 
peo]:l~. Let the people decide." 

Mr. Epeaker and Members: As 
was Mr. Allen's faith in the people 
last July. S) is my faith to.<J.ay. and 
if this question we are discussing 
here today ever reaches the voters 
back home. I believe they will speak 
through their vote in no undedded 
manner - that they will show that 
they are ready for the question and 
are anxious to save the taxpayers 
t,he large sums of money expended 
in the operation of this September 
el3ction. when our two ele·~tions 
could be held a,t one and the Sclme 
time. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of this 
House: It is my honest opinion that 
Mr. Allen. at the time he was so 
ably addressing that House. was 
speaking from the depths of his 
heart. He meant what he was say­
ing, and I trust that great con­
fidence he harbored for the people 
of M8ine in those hot days Of last 
July has in no way become frost­
bitten during these ch:J1y days of 
March. I too am truly fl::Lbbergast­
ed to think. with all the intellig;ence 
in the past Legislatures of Maine, 
why this question has not been 
handed to the voters of our State 
years ago for them to act up:m, 
particularly with the great saving 
of thousands of delhrs to the cities 
and towns of our State expended 
in the operation of the two ele-c­
tions. to say nothing of the wear 
and tear on the physj.~al and men­
tal aspect of the candidates who 
conduct their campaigns in the hot 
mrnths of July and August. 

Why. Mr. Speaker and Members. 
when I have been making a cam­
paign UP in my sedion of the State 
during the dog days. I have found 
it so hot on the ]CIlins up there, 
that if I remained inside the car. 
out of the sun, I would just bake, 
flnd if I got out in the sun I would 
fry; the perspiration would just 
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trkkle down my face like rain drops 
in a thunder shower, and I hwe no 
doubt that the political aml:ition of 
many a candidate has been stalled 
and his pclitical career ended after 
his first campaign conducted in the 
hot months of July and August, 
while September and October are 
ideal months in which to cover our 
State for pclit,i·cal campaign pur­
poses, with its fall beauty and in­
vigorating air. If a candidate. after 
a campaign under such condiWms, 
should finally meet defeat, he would 
feel repaid for his labors through 
the exhilaTation of b:lth bo·dy and 
spirit by contact with the autumn 
beauty and blushing breezes which 
aTe so prevalent in Maine during 
this, the best season of the year 
and in the best State in the Union. 

In casting our vote in support of 
this resolve, we are taking one step 
at least in an attempt to salvage 
some part of the old Ship of State 
and the peopIe ba·ck home will have 
a chance to think that the members 
of this House are here for a pur­
pose other than to draw their sal­
aries. You may fool the people a 
part of the time. but you cannot fool 
them all of the time. The voters of 
the State of Maine are our con­
stituents: it was through their ef­
forts that we are here today. They, 
the people, weTe in hopes that we 
might do something to relieve them 
from the heavy tax burdens they 
were and are carrying today. Here 
is a chance for this House of the 
Ninety-third Legislature to make 
headlines, by saying to those tax­
payers. by our vote: We re·cognize 
your plight: we re-cognize your con-· 
dition, and we are going to help 
you bv giving you an opportunity 
to hrlp yourselves. We are going 
to refer this matter of shifting the 
date of holding our State ele·etion 
to yoU" and thereby give the people 
of this state an opportunity to cut 
down one of the great expenses of 
our State. 

Mr. Speaker, if I am forced to 
vote for an unnecessary expense to 
our State, in order to be a good 
Republican, I don't want to be a 
Republican. If I am forced to take 
a stand oft'ereri by the minority 
party whi·ch will sacri'ice the tax­
payers' monev, in order to be a 
good Democrat, then I do not want 
to be a Demo·erat. I want t.o be a 
free citizen with the privilege of 
a-cting in the best interest of the 
taxpayers of Maine, aceording to 

the best .iudgment allotted me by 
my Creatc-r, and I want to see the 
people of Maine get a break in this 
T AX problem, and in my opinbn 
here is a chance to make a begin­
ning. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the motion 
made by the gentl~man from Lewis­
ton, Mr. Jalbert, will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
niZES the g-entleman from Portland, 
Mr. Allen. 

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I had ab­
solutely no intentlOn of making any 
remarks on this measure, but my 
good friend lrom Machiasport, Mr. 
Hanson, litera_Iy and accurately 
qULJkd my remarks at the July 
Special SE:::sion. I might merely 
say for the benefit of R·~presenta­
tive Hanson that my remarks con­
cerning veterans legislation do not 
ne-c·essarily mean that they would 
be the same remarks concerning 
Mr. Jalbert's bill on th~ election 
date change. I was aware of a 
great amount of clamor through­
out the State, of hundreds of per­
sons coming in to the Capitol in 
July regarding veterans legislation. 
So far I have fa.iled to see any in­
ter'cst outsid·e of a few persons 
closely associated with th~ sponsor 
of the measure, which would indi­
cate to me that it was necessary 
to s·end to the people at an added 
expense of a sp·ecial referendum 
this matter. 

I have been informed, whether 
correctly or not I am not sure, that 
many years ago, when I beUeve Mr. 
Hanson was a member of this 
Hous·e, the Democrats were in ma­
.iority and the Republicans brought 
in a similar measure. Gentlemen, 
I \VC'uld merely say I consider vet­
erans legis:ation and cha.nge of 
election date as two entir-ely dif­
ferent ma.tters. I have seen no de­
mand except from R·epresentative 
Jalbert and his friends. I saw 
plenty of demand on veterans legis­
lation from all over the state from 
IEany thousand citizens. My re­
ma~ks of July do not mean necos­
sarilv that they would apply to this 
particular b:Jl in the L·egis;ature, 
with due thanks to Mr. Hanson for_ 
so clearly quoting me at the special 
sessIOn. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
ni:>:es the gentleman from Water­
ville, Mr. Muskie. 

Mr. MUSKIE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I was un­
decided as to whether or not I 
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should attempt to add .to what hr:s 
been said this mornmg on thIS 
measure untl Mr. Allen sp:>ke. I 
attended th" committee hearing on 
this b.ll, hoping to lear~ why there 
was opposition to thLs measure. 
There was no opposition expressed. 
This morning I have sat here hop­
inO" to ;earn what legitimate rea­
sons th"re were to oppose this bill. 
Mr. Al en has given me two rea­
sons. The first IS, he says he kno,,:s 
of no interest displayed in thJS 
measure aside from Mr. Jalbert and 
his friends. In rec·ent weeks the 
newspapers of the State and this 
body h"ve been fio-oded with tax­
ation measure:,. I h:we heen read­
in'" -editorials to the eff-ect that ap­
pa'rently the members of this Leeeis­
latur·e a:e interested only m ralsmg 
money, not in saving money. 

I say to Mr. Allen that there is 
a widrsp,-ead and 1;:een int-erest in 
the state in any measure ·.vhich will 
save the state thousands of dollars 
which can be saved if this bill be­
comes law. If saving money is a 
partisan issue, then I say taxation 
is a partimn issue. . 

I anticipat'e in the course of thIS 
s-ession that the all Republican 
Committee on Taxation will pre­
sent to this Legislature taxation 
measurES which they will ask the 
minority party to support on the 
g~ound that the raising of money 
is n()t a party issue; that the rai.s­
ing of money is f()r the p.urpose of 
serving the re8ple of Mame al()ng 
lines indicated by the people of 
Maine. . 

I say tel Mr. Allen that saving 
melncy likew'se is not E party issue. 
The other l·eason advanced by Mr. 
Nlcn for n()t supporting this bill is 
th:t,t a si"Il.ilar bill introduced by 
the Repl'blicans in the years that 
the Dem()r'ratic party was in larger 
asce::1dEncy in this body was not 
approved.' I Fm sorry it was not 
approved at that time. It seems 
to me that is a p.etty kind of rea­
son. It is to say that when I pro­
posed this thing it was not ap­
proved; now that you propose it I 
am not going to approve it ·either; 
I am not going to play ball: you 
v'ill not let me drive this thing 
through, I will not either. I do not 
really think that is Mr. Allen's po­
sition and .t is not m'ne. 

I am up here speaking for this 
bill because I think it is in the 
interest of good government. The 
only legitimate reason that I have 
found for opposing the bill, it seems 

to rise from a matter of bcal pride, 
a pride in being different. We in 
the State of Maine pride ourselves 
on being Yankees of an individual 
turn of mind, and we have in years 
past asscciated that with our sep­
arate election date. Then we have 
persuaded ourselves that because of 
that independence and turn of mind 
we have gained something in the 
way of publicity throughout the 
nation because we have a separate 
election date. 

I think it would be difficult for 
US to prove that su~h publicity 
actually brings dollars into the 
State. During the war I had o~casion 
to travel all over the country and 
to meet people from all over the 
country. Not once can I recall any­
one, upon learning that I was from 
the State of Maine, commenting 
on our sep:trate election date. When 
we discussed Maine it was always 
with regard to Maine's natural 
beauty, the fishing and hunting 
available here and our lobsters. 
Those were the things people were 
interested in with regard to Maine. 
They were not interested in our 
sepante electicn d:ovte. Is there any 
reason to believe that industries 
are attracted to the state because 
there is the privilege of voting two 
months ahead of the rest of the 
country? Is there reason to believe 
that tourists come to the state out 
of curiOSity to see what manner of 
people we are to insist on electing 
our representatives two months 
flIhE'ad of the: re3~ 'Of ,the nltiJll. 

There is no dollar value in the 
separate election d:tte. Democratic 
government at best is an expensive 
form of government. Withcut ques­
tion it is the most expensive form 
of government in the world, but we 
have found it worthwhile to pay 
the price. There is no reason to jack 
that price up beyond all reason. 

With regard to the p'lrtisan nature 
of this bill, I rec3J] th2 election of 
last fall. Our state election was 
lackadaisical. About two or three 
weeks after cur state election, a 
slogan began to sweep the country. 
I think you wiJI re2all it. It was 
"Had enough? Vote Republican!" I 
shudder to think what would have 
happened to our already slim mi­
nority representation in this House 
if we had been involved in the tidal 
wave of that slogan. I think there 
would be no question of minority 
representation upon committees. 

During the years that Mr. Roose-
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velt was a candidate for the Presi­
dency, it is true that the Democrafic 
vote in November was stronger in 
this state than it was in September, 
but now apparently the tide is the 
other way. 

I say to you this is not a partisan 
issue. It is an issue in the interest 
of economical and demncratic gov­
ernment in the State of Maine. I 
hope that the motinn of the gentle­
man from Lewiston (Mr. Jalbert) 
will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the "ent:eman from Lewis­
ton. Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker, I 
had no thou:!ht of rising ag1in, but 
there are two of the remarks of my 
good friend from Portland, Mr. Al­
len, that I would like to comment 
on. The first one that he mention­
ed was that when the Democratic 
party was in power the measure was 
brought forward. I would like to 
make this comment: In the 1911 
Legislature this same measure, ask­
ing change of the election date from 
September to November was report­
ed out of committee "Ought not to 
pass." That was in 1911, when the 
Democratic party was in power in 
both bran~hes. In 1913, with the 
Republican party in power in both 
branches, the committee report was 
"Ought to plSS." The minority 
Democratic floor leader of the Hous'e 
made a motion to accept the minor­
ity report "Ought not to pass." His 
motion prevailed; so that shatters 
the party issue. 

The second remark made bv mv 
good friend was to the effect that I 
wanted to have the artded expense 
of a referendum. Well, if he has 
read the bill as close;y as I know 
he usul.11y reads them he will liee 
this calls for a referendum at the 
same time as the next biennial elec­
tion. so th~ cost will only be the 
cost of printing a few thousond bal­
lots as comparert to the cost of a 
Quarter of a mi']jon do'hrs every 
four vears. I thought I wnuld cor­
re·t Mr. A lIen on those pJints. 

The SPEAKER: Th~ Chair rec­
r~~.iZ~~.t~:)~;ntleman for Farming-

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think 
there is some cnnfusion on the Dart 
of tho gentleman wh') h'l.s jmt sl)')k­
en. From his rpmlrks. I gather th'lt 
the founrling flthors. in setting this 
election d~t~ were interosted in wea­
ther conditions prevailing in Rel)­
tember as differentiated from those 

in November. Now, due to sun spots 
or somethin~, something hapoened 
in the last twelve decades, and that 
reason which he attributes to the 
founding fathers as b~in'!; v~rv good 
ap:Jarentlv has been dissip1tej, and, 
because of the weather. we can now 
change back to November. 

But I think the I!'entleman from 
Waterville, Mr. Musk'e, has reany 
given us the rea~on why the found­
ing fathers of this Stat.e set it up 
this way. Just because thev did not 
happen to be in line with the other 
forty-seven states does not mean 
that they were wrong. 0'1 the oth­
er hand, just as in 1936 we were 
right along with Vermont, so the 
founding fathers were probably cor­
rect in their day. Their reason for 
setting it up that wav was b~cause 
they felt that national issu~s sh')uld 
not color the issue completely here 
in Maine, and that when we 'choose 
a Governor and representatives we 
are doing it on State issues and do 
not want to be influen~ed by n1tion­
al tides. I am sure we would not 
want to see the Democrats of this 
Rouse swept out by this tide which 
the gentleman from Waterville, Mr. 
Muskie. mentions in November of 
last year. We want our minorities 
in the House and we want a strong 
minority. We be]ieve if we keep the 
elections separate and if we keep 
State issues separated from nation­
al issues as much as p')ssible. that 
it will build up stronger minorities 
and give us a more vociferous and 
talented ones. as we hav~ seen d~m­
onstrated on the floor this morning. 
I thank you. 

The SPEAKER: Th~ Chqir rec­
o"'n:z~~ the gentleman from Presque 
lsI". Mr. 'R1' OTUar. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I feel that 
if this bill had been n1'Psent,?d by 
some other party it might have had 
more consideration. 

We are called down here at this 
time to save monev. As a member 
of the Appropriations Ccmmittee, 
many cf the member~ have con­
t.acted me and said, "We would like 
to save some monev but Woe don't 
know how." What they are looking 
for is leadership. 

N'1w I know we are steeped in 
tradition. As far as I am concern­
ed. the onlv value that tw" elec­
t.inn dates have is an n1d .Rpanish 
custom that we can well afford to 
do a way with. 

Now in my own p1rticular in­
stance in my county, our State elec-
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tions come at a time when we are 
busy harv'3sting the grain and po­
tato crep, and I know it is an effort 
for me many times to go to the 
polls, as it is for my neighbors. So 
I say to you in the past it prcbably 
did have advertising value. As has 
been said here many times, we used 
to say "As Maine ge·3s so goes the 
na:ion," but we seem to be so far 
away from the other states geo­
graphically that we apparently have 
lost the feeling of the pulse of th3 
other states, and the onlv thing we 
have definitely proved is that as 
Maine goes so goes Vermont. If you 
will L llow tl:c records closely, 
Maryland seems to have taken our 
place as predicting the trend of fu­
ture elections. 

So I say to you: I feel the only 
thing we are doing in maintaining 
two separat.e voting times is pre­
serving an old Spanish custom 
which I think could well be done 
away with, and I think we could 
save a lot of monev. It ha~ no ad­
vertising value whatsoever. Not only 
that, but I feel that possibly in 
November, especially in our county, 
we could turn out a better vote 
than we could in September. So I 
am going along with Mr. Muskie, 
Mr. Jalbert and Mr. Hanson. I also 
ask that when the vote is taken 
that it be taken by a division. 

The SPEAKER: The question be­
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. 
Jaltert, that "Resolve, Proposing an 
Amendment to the Constitution 
Changing the Date of the General 
Election" (H. P. 56) (L. D. 59) te 
substituted for the "Ought not to 
pass" repJrt of the committee. 

The Chair recogniz.es the gentle­
man frem Bath, Mr. McClure. 

Mr. McCLURE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would like 
to go on record as saying, and I 
think a lot cf people of our State 
fell the same wav, that mob psv­
chology in Nov.ember did not he'lp 
us, and if we are looking to save 
money, as a smart Democrat sctid, 
let us look at the record. Let us 
look at the record that November 
would have saved us had we follow­
ed tbem in ]\lraine. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? 

The gentleman from Presque Isle, 
Mr. Brewer, has requested a divi­
sion. All those in favor of the mo­
tion of the gentleman from Lewis­
ton, Mr. Jalbert, will please rise and 

remain standing until the monitors 
have mad'8 and returned the count. 

p.. division of the House was had. 
Forty-nine having voted in the 

affirmative and seventy-nine in the 
ne!7ative, the motion did not pre­
vail. 

Thereupon th'8 "Ought not to 
pass" report of the committee was 
ac'cepted. 

ThJ SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second tabled 
and today assigned matter, House 
Report "Ought not to pass" of the 
Committee on Judiciary on Bill 
"An Act R2lating to Date of general 
Elections." (H. P. 55) (L. D. 53) 
tabled on February 26th by the 
gentleman from Lewiston, Mr. Jal­
bert, pending acceptance of report, 
and the Chair recognizes that 
gentleman. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. speaker and 
Members of the House: This second 
bill pertains to the first one. With­
out passage of the first one this 
second one is useless, and, in view 

·of the last vote tal{en, and remem­
bering the often-heard prayer, "0 
Lord, give me the will to win but 
make me a good loser," I move ac­
ceptance of the majority report, 
"Ought not to pass." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, moves 
acceptance of the "Ought not to 
pass" report of the committee. Is 
this the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed, and the 
"Ought not to pass" report of the 
committee was ac·cepted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the third tabled 
and today assigned matter, Senate 
IIajority Report "Ought to pass" and 
Senate Minority Report "Ought not 
to pass" of the Committee on Judi­
ciary on Bill "An Act Relating to 
the Commitment of Patients to 
Mental Hospitals." (S. P. 181) (L. D. 
539) In Senate Majority Report 
ac·~epted ~nd Bill pafs~d to be e'1-
grossed. Tlbled on February 27th 
bv the gentleman from Boothbay 
Harbor, Mr. Perkins, pending ac­
centance of either rernrt. 'l'he Chrk 
will read the reports of the Com­
mittee. 

(The committee reports were read 
by the Clerk) 

The Chair recognizes the gentle­
man from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. 
Perkins. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I move the 
acceptance of the minority report 
"Ought not to pass." I regret the 
necessity of disagreeing with the 
majority of the Committee on Judi­
ciary, but there comes a time when 
there is nothing else for one to do 
except to stand for those thing-s in 
which .1e believes, and I would ask 
respectfully of the membE.fs of the 
House if you would kindly turn to 
your copy of L. D. 539, "An Act Re­
lating to the Commitment of Pa­
tients to Mental Hospitals." This bill 
is 15 pages bng as printed, and it 
repeals all the law in our State re­
lating to commitment of patients to 
mental hcpitals. It sets aside the 
long-establi~hed commitment pro­
ceedings that we have had in this 
State. Furthermore, it changes thc 
word "insane" in the statute to 
those who are "mentally ill." It is 
letting down the bars. 

It has been my position as a mem­
ber of this Legislature for several 
years, and it has always seemed Lo 
me that anyone who pro-poses a 
drastic change in a statute must 
bring to us some information and 
some very pertinent reasons for the 
changes proposed. There have been 
no such reasons given to me by 
anybody. 

The real issue in this bill, or the 
real purpose of it. as stated by those 
who appeared before the committee 
-and there were three, Dr. Hedin, 
of the State Hospital at Bangor. Dr. 
Sleeper, of the State Hospital of 
Augusta, and Mr. Greenleaf, Com­
missioner of Institutions-and I 
quote from the Lewiston Journal·-·­
the date of this I just don't recall 
-but it says: 

"Maine's legislative J u d i cia r y 
Committee today was divided seven 
fer and three against in a report on 
a bill eliminating public hearings by 
municipal officers before persons 
caul::! b o committed toa !State Montal 
Hospital. Harrison C. Greenlelf. 
State Commissioner of Institution,,'! 
Service. tol::! the Committee at a 
public hearing on the measure la3t 
week that it would assure mOTe 
humanitarian committal trea tmellt 
and strengthen the protection of 
the pltient." That is the only rea­
son advanced. that it might embar­
ra8S some patient who had become 
unfortunate if he had to appear at 
a hearing to determine whether or 
no,t hp w:t,s i~qnn gn,,,! ohould be 
committed to the hospital. 

It has been the law for more 
than one thousand years th::Lt a 
man should not be deprived of his 
life, liberty or property except ac­
cording to due process of law or in 
accordance with the law of the land. 
That is the old EJ.gl'sh cammon 
}aw, and those provisions have come 
down to us from the days of M::Lgna 
Charta and are part of our com­
mo·n law today and have been em­
bodied in the Constitutbn of the 
State of Maine. One canno·t be 
tried for crime unless they have 
been indicted by a grand jury for 
a felony. But here these people 
wish to make it noosible to seize an 
individual and piace him across the 
river without giving him a hearing. 
Now that strikes me in a tender 
sp·o-t. If there is one thing that 
the Anglo--Saxon law has stood for, 
it has been for pro,tection, and that 
is the American way of life. I must 
op):03e this bill. and I must ask 
you, if you will, to sUlYport the 
liberty which we have always en­
joyed. Do not set it aside be~ause 
they say some p'3,tient might he 
embarrassed. 

I wish you would turn to Page 2 
of L. D. 539, because if I told you 
what was in this b:n I would not 
expect you to be:ieve it. therefore 
I want to read over one section 
with you, and that is Section 5, 
amending; S8cWm 104 of Chapter 23 
of the Revised statutes. I quote 
from the bill: 

"If a person is found by any 
guardian, blood-relative. husband or 
wife of such person, anv ju.s'ti~e of 
the peace or not:try publh to be in 
such mental condition that he or 
she may require treatment in a 
state hospital for mentll patients. 
such guardi:tn, blo·od-relative. hus­
ba,nd or wife of such p2rson, any 
justice of the peace or any notny 
public may apply in writing to the 
superintendent of either the Au­
gusta or Blngor state hnspit31 for 
admission of sai::! person. and the 
superintendent may receive and 
detain such person for observation 
and treatment in a state h a's nit al 
fnr mental patients for an indefinite 
period. provided that such aD])lica­
tion is accompanied by a written 
certificate o-f two physicians and 
that the Slid person is mentally ill 
and in their opinion requires mental 
hospital care and treatment.." 

If I can re:td the English lan­
guage, the patient "'eti; no hearing, 
there is no jlldi'ial npterrnhgtion 
by anybody whether the patient is 
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insane or nc,t. Under this law they 
say "mentally ill," and I submit to 
you, Mr. Speaker and Members of 
this House, there is a vast difference 
between an insane person and one 
who may be mentally ill. Under 
this bill I, as a notary public, might 
put some of you folks across the 
river. and then I would like to see 
you get out. You are there for 
an indefinite period if they receive 
you. 

Now we have had a long-estab­
lished committal practice in this 
State for years. It may be the 
hearings are rather crude, but the 
patient is entitled to a hearing. 
You cannot put a criminal in jail 
or detain him unless he has had 
a hear;ng and been found guilty, 
and here are these people who are 
mentally, ill or insane and who, my 
friends, are unfortunate, and who, 
under this bill, are not going to be 
given a hearing. That is funda­
mental in Anglo-Saxon jurispru­
dence, and I challenge anybody to 
say that we can lXlt a man in there 
without a hearing. True, he may 
go voluntarily, and the-re is a pro­
vision in this bill whe-re you may 
take somebody up to Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire and have them 
committed up there and then get 
them transferred down to Maine. 

That reallv is about all my op­
position to this bill, because it 
violat2s what I think is a funda­
mental of law. They say, "We are 
not ['oing to take anyone over there 
unless they are mentally ill." That 
is not the point, whether it is Dr. 
Hedin of Bangor or Dr. Sle-eper of 
Augusta-the Legislature is saying 
you mav put somebody over ther'2, 
if they will take them, without giv­
ing the patient a hearing. 

I never have seen in my legisla­
tive experieno,e any b:II, except one 
other bill, that was as bad as this 
and tha:t was the v,enerEaI di,seas'e 
bill two ycars a.go. where they cJt:ld 
pick yot' up on the street and ex­
amine you. That was defeated. 

I leave rece:ved letters from some 
people. I would just lik'2 to quote 
briefly from one I received from a 
g~ntle.man who says, "I fear the 
bIll, If e:lacted, would result in 
wrongful commitment of nersons 
who art; not insa~e ~nd who may 
be ct.2p~lved of the'r hberty for life 
and in the commitment of man,; 
persnns :ne~elv sick or indigent by 
selfish relatIves who do not wish to 
care for them." 

We al: know of people in our 
community where simply because 
they are ':lId and a burden their 
relatives attempt to thus get rid 
of them. That is my objection to 
the bill. 

I want to read a letter I have 
here because after the hearing I 
happenec/ to meet Dr. Forrest C. 
Tyson, who was Superintendent of 
our State Hospital here for many 
years, and he was very much op­
posed to the bill for the reasons 
wh:ch I have thus far given you 
here. At my request he wrote out 
this memorandum; he said he would 
be very gla,d ,to. I just want to -read 
you what Dr. Tyson said in his 
larg,e experierce as Sl'perintendent 
of our State Hospital. "February 
24, 1947, This is not merely an act 
relating to the commitment of pa­
tients to mental hospitals, but an 
at~e~pt t:o revise the entire chapter 
m:lllstr:1tlOn of oar s,t'1te Ho:sn1,tals. 
in the statutes pertaining to the ad­
It is so extensiv'~ and radical that 
a b:ief review is a.lmost impossible. 

It ~al:S for repeal of our long 
estabhshed methods of commit­
ment. It takes this authority from 
the selectmen of towns and the 
municipal governm~nts of cities. 
For ove~ .fifty years the only per­
sons elIgIble to mak~ complaint 
against a person suffering from 
mental disorders are a blood rela­
tive. husband or wife, and a justice 
~f the peac,~. .It now proposes to 
Include a guardIan and a justice of 
the peace. Any of these persons 
Il?-ay mrke complaint and apply to 
ether of the superintende'1ts for 
admission of the patient, with the 
c~rtlficate of two licens'ed physi­
CIans. 

The sunerintendents may receive 
and det.ain the natient for an in­
!iefinite period. Th,'o patient's liberty 
IS taken away WIthout a hearinO" 
on the ~round.s of mental iIlnes~: 
(Now thIS is Di. Tyson speaking 
)"lot me, after his long experience: 
It takes away their H'~e~'ty w;,th1ut 
a hearing.) It 1O,eems to me that 
this is a hip'h-handed procedure 
that is. c1ecidedly Fas,cist or N:1zi, if 
you wlSh. Because a person is 
mentRllv ill is no adequate ff~ason 
f:,r deprivin« that person of his 
l1berty by fOl1chg him into 3n in­
f;:ituVon for treatment nr det'on­
,tw" that he does prlt want or need. 

The term 'mentally ill' cannot be 
sllb.stit~ted for the term ';nsanity' 
whlch J.~ a leo-al and social condi­
tion. (Now he is an expert on in-
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sanity). It is no crime to hav·::! a 
mental disorder. Mental illness 
does not always mean insanity, 
therefore the insane oftentimes 
may not have any mental disorder. 
No one should be d·eprived of his or 
her liberty without due process, 
etc., rights that everyone enjoys 
under our Constitution. This act 
proposes to have the patient com­
mitted by two license:i physicians 
without hearing or other legal no­
tice. I think it is wrong. Guardians 
and justices of the peace should not 
be included amons the complain­
ants. Their motives might not be 
the same as these of blood relatives, 
and the patient suffer an inJustic'e. 
The two licensed physicians be­
come p:actically committing autho­
ities, and I doubt if physicians de­
sire this responsibility. While the 
sele~tmen and municipal officers 
have no voic,e in the matter, the 
towns and cities are liable for the 
expenses incurred. 

:rhis is called a thirty day com­
mltment as well as a period of ob­
servation and treatment for the 
mentallv il~ person, but in the opin­
ion of the SUPer~ntendeil'ts 't,his ob­
servation and t:eatment period may 
be indefinite. 

Finally. the superintendents have 
to institute commitment proceedhQ's 
before the Judge of Probate. This 
is b~d oractire fo-r members of the 
medi-cal staff to be oJ::liged to appear 
before the Court against the patie'lt. 
You can imagine the effect of thi~ 
on the morale of the pcttie'lt and 
the embarrassment of the staff who 
have to live with the T''ttient. 

The term 'm<ent'lJlv ill' does not 
have the same legctl or sc-chl mean­
ing as the term 'insanity.' The two 
terms are nro,t S'Tllonymous any more 
becall,~e of the logal situation. Men­
tal i'luess mav take 0"1 a ml1ltitlJd~ 
of forms, none of which by any 
stret.rh (If the imagin'ltion shou1:i 
be ci1ssified as i'1sanity. The term 
'insanitv' has referen~e to conduct. 
Menta I illness mayor may not be 
demonstrated. SC',niety permits a 
person to think what he wants to, 
and it may in thi~ countrv permit 
him to even say what he w'l,nts to, 
but ob.iects when he attempts to do 
something pb:mt it. A perS'ln dis­
playinO' anti-soci~l tE'nrie'1r:ies is 
more than often declared insane. 

Under this act one m'tv be de~ 
prived of his libertv for thirtv days 
or more by two licensed phvsicians 
and without a legal hearing. This 
will result in many more patients 

being sent into our hospitals that 
are already filled far beyond rea­
sonable capct-city. We have provided 
for voluntary patients since 1919. 
This provision permits a certain 
class of patients to treatment with­
out commitment. 

The transfer of mentally ill per­
sons on the original commitments 
in other states to our hospitals is 
bad practice. No other state ac­
cepts Maine commitments. This 
provision puts the mentally ill in 
the same class as indigents or paup­
ers. This hw passed two years ago 
is the result of the Welfare De­
partment's request. After the pa­
tient is received, the superintendent 
is required to proceed with a second 
-cummitment. 

Another had feature is the fact 
that a patient may be taken to an 
adjoining state, committed and then 
transferred ba,ck to a Maine insti­
tution. thus avoiding publicity. This 
is not desirable practj.~e. 

The part relating to the criminal 
insane taken from the Criminal 
Code at the previous revision of the 
statutes shoul:i not be changed, and 
should be restored to the original 
place under the l3.w in regard to 
criminals. 

Since 1849 Maine has hctd the best 
as we:l as the first criminal insane 
act. It shoul:i not be changed. It 
has worked perfe'~tly and has been 
the means of preventing so--called 
battles of the experts. and the sav­
ing of a large amount of the tax­
pavers' money. 

This b:ll is so extensive that a 
brief analysis is impossible. It 
chan¥es the chctpter on the insane 
beyond re'~ognition and. in my op­
inion, does not improve the present 
law except in a few minor instan~es 
pertaining to administration under 
a single commissioner. 

The transactions of the American 
Psy'chiatric Assodation re~ord many 
addresses by eminent .iurists on the 
question of commitments. All have 
agreed from time to time that no 
person can be legally committed 
withnut a noti-::e. a hearing, and 
adjudication on the evidence. This 
bill requires far more con.sideration 
th~n has been l'iven it t.o date." 

That is Dr. Tyson. He was sup­
erintendent over herG at the State 
Hospital a::ross the river for many 
years 

The point I wish to make is this 
-and with which Dr. Tyson and 
all psychopathic societies agree, and 
with which I hope you v'ill agree-
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that you cannot legally commit any 
person to the hospital across the 
river without giving him a hEaring, 
giving h:m notice cf it, having a 
hearing and having adjudication by 
somebody that he is fit to be put 
over there as a p:ltient. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House: that is the very cherished 
tradition of our liberty. Are you 
going to open the door and my un­
der the Constitutior: you can put a 
man. in a mental hospital over here 
for treatment without giving him a 
hearing? At least you have got to 
go through to form. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House: I hope when the vote is 
taken it will be taken by a division 
and that you members will come 
over into Macedonia and help us." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes th~ gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. McGlaufiin. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I was 
one who signed the minority report, 
and I second the motion made by 
Mr. Perkins who has just spoken, 
and I want vou to know why I op­
pose this bill. 

I have caught a great many trout 
in my lifetime, and the most of 
them 'I caught with a good fat worm 
that was hid:ng the hook. That bait 
looked attractive to the trout, and 
he discovered the barb hidden in 
the worm when it was too late. 

IC8me pretty near swallowin~ 
this bill hook, line and sinker when 
I saw that thev had the words 
"mentallv ill" substituted for "in­
sanity" until I began to analyze the 
thing and saw what was apparently 
behirld it, and I came to the con­
clusion that there is a hook con­
cealed there that is going to get 
some innocent person, and that in­
nocent person is a human being. 

Now you cannot ch3.nge an insane 
asylum into a ladies' sewing circle 
or a soc'al club by calling the pa­
tientr. "mentally ill." 

Some years ago there was a wo­
man who was in the State Insane 
Asylum at Augusta who wrote to 
me, asking ne to help get her out. 
I paid no attention to the letter, I 
did not ev.en answer it; I took it 
for granted that she was insane and 
that, was all there was to it. Later, 
I got another letter, urging me to 
help her get out of that institu­
tion, and a!!ain I ignored it totally, 
not even answering the letter. But, 
in the course cf time, I got a third 

letter, and then it occurred to me, 
"What if that woman is right? I 
will look into this matter." I did, 
and this IS what I found: Months 
and months before she had been 
committed to Augusta for obEerva­
tion. They had fnrgotten all about 
her. She had never been properly 
cnmmitted at all, and apparently 
they were ready to keep her there 
the rest of her life. When I lerurn-ed 
this fact, I took the matter up with 
D~. Tyson and exnlained the situa­
tinn and said, "If you do not let 
that woman out immedhtely I will 
bring a writ of habeas corpus and 
compel the institution to let her 
out." They let her out. 

Now the reason I am telling this 
story is this: It is worse than hell 
to put a sane person in an insane 
institution. I want no part in it. 
They have got this innecent-looking 
bill that I say has got a hook in it, 
that says they can commit a person 
who is mentally ill. Is there a 
single man or woman in this aud­
ience who has not at some time 
or other been mentally ill? When 
you have lost a loved one, when you 
have met with some misfortune, 
great heavens, you are mentally ill 
and you are sick all over, but you 
are not insane. 

This bill would enable two doc­
tors, reputable or otherwise, to go 
to some shYster Justice of the Peace 
and put almost anyone of us into 
the insane asylum fJr an indefinite 
period. I am against this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from San­
ford, Mr. Broggi. 

Mr. BROGGI: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of -the House: The last 
two speakers made the inference 
that under the new law collusion 
would take place. I would like to 
explain to the members of the House 
the new bill. It is written by Dr. 
Hedin of the Bangor State Hospital 
in cooperation with Dr. Sleeper of 
the Augusta State HDspital. Dr. 
Hedin told Representative Kent and 
myself during the State Hospital 
visitaticn a few weeks ago th:lt this 
new bill was not the result of weeks 
or months of study. He said, "Gen­
tlemen. I have had fifty-two years 
of experience in mental hospitals, 
and this bill, in my Dninion, is some­
thin~ that is badly needed in 
M,aine" 

I think some of the members of 
this House do not realize the num­
ber of peop'e who are committed 
annually in the United States. The 
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Acmerican Psychiatric Society tells 
us that one hundred twenty thous­
and people are committed annually 
in this country. With the normal 
expectancy of sixty years of life, 
this means that in the no-rmal life 
of a person seven mil:ion people are 
committed to state hospitals. These 
are actual statistics. In a popula­
ti~n .of one hundred forty million, 
thIs IS one person in twenty. Think 
of it. 

I have talked with manv select­
men and I hwe talked with many 
members of city councils. This hear­
ing business which is included in 
the present law is very distasteful 
to them. They do not feel compe­
tent and they do not feel adequate 
to judge whether a person is insane 
or not. In many cases, and I quote 
statistics, thirty per cent of all peo­
ple committed to state Ho"pitals are 
sent b!li~k to society within thirty 
to ninetv days. Do you think a pub­
lic hearing is ri~ht for those people? 
Do vou think they should be exposed 
to the indecencies of &candal mon­
gers and people who are interested 
in scandal, neighbors, friends and 
relatives. I ask you, is it humane 
to do this? I have talked with se­
lectmen and with citv councilmen' 
and I have talked with many who 
favor the continuance of the pres­
ent law. Thev feel they are not 
competent and they claim it is the 
function of the medical profession. 
The doctors, and I have interviewed 
many, claim that this twenty-four 
hour pro~edure which holds up the 
commitment of a sick person, is a 
deterrent for immediate cure and 
treatment. Immf'rliate treatment is 
very necessary. If a natient is re­
ceived egrly and e'ulv treatment 
started, the ch1nces for recovery are 
verv mu~h hiO"her. 

Now this hill does not ask Maine 
to do something th1t other states 
have not done. There are many 
states which do not requirp- that a 
person be subje~ted t9 a pu'Jlic hear­
ing. The state of Massachuqetts 
has no such public hearing. It is 
onlv the opinion of Mr. Perkins 
about having a hearing to prot"ct 
a maTl'S Oonstitutio'1al rig-hts. Th~ 
Oonstitution savs that no person 
shall be deprived of the rip'ht to life, 
libertv and the pursuit of hao1)iTless 
without due 1"',rCo~ess of law. It d')es 
not S3V anvthincr about a hearing 
for si'~k people. That is an opinion 
onlv. 

In rep"ar4 to the chgTl!!"inq: of the 
name, I thiTlk as civil'zltion tH"O­
gresses, we change terminology. Un-

fortunately among laymen the word 
insane has a stigma. According to 
~he sta.tistics one person in twenty 
IS admItted to a state Hospital. I 
think it is humane for us to take 
off this stigma if possible. So many 
people return to normal after pro­
per treatment that I think the re­
moval of this stigma of the word 
insane is a humane thing for us to 
do. I think it is incumbent upon us 
to protect the rights of these people, 
and not take them away. 

Oftentimes when a person is ill, 
and a public hearing is held, &everal 
months later if they are returned 
it is very embarrassing. I do not 
think that anv member of this 
House wants any member of his 
family to be subjected to any such 
thing. 

I want you to know that the 
American Medical Asso~iation and 
the American Psychiatric Society 
respect the word "mentallv i I" and 
accepted it in place of "the word 
"insane". 

As a citizen of Maine, I would not 
stand on my feet and ask you to 
deprive any person o.f hi~ rights. 
I do not think that Dr. Hedin, a 
very benign gent1eman, with fifty­
two years of PlSychiatrb exnerien~e, 
would have approved this if he did 
not think it was i!'Ood; nor would 
have Dr. Sleeper, Who W3S Assistg,nt 
Medical Director in Massachusetts. 
I do not think that seven members 
of the Committee on Judiciary 
would have signed an "Ought to 
pass" report, with s'x of them at­
torneys, if they did no.t think it 
was a good bill. 

Members Df the Hous,e. I urge you 
strongly to supp-ort this bill and 
vo.te against the motion of the 
g-entlema.n from Boothbav HRrhor, 
Mr. Perkins. to aDcept the "Ought 
not to p3.Ss" report. 

The SPEAKER: The Cha;r re­
cognizes the g'entleman from Au­
rDra. Mr. Silsby. 

Mr. SILSBY: Mr. SDea1;:er and 
Members o.f the House: I dislike 
to disagree with mv ooUeagues on 
the committee. hut in order to fol­
lc'w the dicta.tes of my own convic­
tion I find it my duty to do so. 
I would li1;:e to call your ~,ttention 
to the ex;st'ng law now with reqard 
to committing insane or mentally 
ill persons. 

If you will refer to the 1944 Re­
vi'>ed Statutes, Chapter 203, Sectio>n 
104, I believe you will find that if 
in the opinion of two examining 
physicians they feel that a person 
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comp:ained of should have im­
mediate restraint and detention by 
reason of the fa~t that they might 
do bodily hlTm to others. that the 
hospital superintendent will admit 
them. 

At the hearing, Mr. Greenleaf, 
I believe, stated that 47 pEr cent 
of our pers:ns now committed to 
the state Hospital are committed 
under this statute, and this statute 
here amends the old law which 
strikes out the hearing before the 
selectmEn. I think I can say with­
out fear c,f contradiction th"t there 
are few selectmen, if any, that 
would g:) a:,:ainst the advi~e of the 
a.ttending physban, which they 
must have in order to commit any 
person. 

Now in the matter of our consti­
tutional rights and denying to our 
citizens liberty, I think we can go 
on and analyze that particular law 
in this wa v: When anv law is set 
up under our Constitution to deny 
any of our citizens a liberty there 
is alwlYs a shield, there is a shield 
between the accused and the accu­
ser. For instance, if you have any 
complaint against a citizen you 
must go to the Clerk of Courts, enler 
a complaint, and there must be 
some merit in the complaint or you 
are denied a warrant to have that 
person arrested, it might be for as­
sault and battery. 

In this case the shield goes along 
further than that. The person who 
makes the complaint must be a 
blood relative or husband or wife 
or a notary public or justice of the 
peace. That is who makes the com­
plaint or files a petition with the 
superintenc' ~nt of our hospital. Now 
there is a shield between the ac­
cuC'ed and a false accuser. 

We go a step further, and we find 
that befJre the superintendent can 
accept that person he must have the 
certificate of two doctors authorized 
to practi::e medicine in this state 
and residents of this state, and 
they not only must state in their 
opinion that this person is mentally 
ill but they also must state their 
reasons, 1!ive some objective sym­
toms-or it may be subjective-but 
it must be symptoms. There is an­
other shield. 

Then we have the next shield. If 
yCu will refer to the act, you will 
find that within two days after the 
admission of the patient to either 
state Hospital the superintendent 
must notify at least two of the near-

est relatives or any two other per­
sons whom the patient may desig­
nate, of the fact of his commitment 
to the said hospital. If he has been 
unjustly accused, at that time he 
may take an appeal to the Probate 
Court, have his day in court, and, 
if the Probate Court finds that he 
is not mentally ill, then he may be 
dismissed from the hospital. 

Now there is another significant 
fact. Dr. Hedin states, I believe, 
that in the Bangor State Hospital 
there are 250 patients more than 
that hospital will accommodate, and 
certainly, ladies, and gentlemen, Dr. 
Hedin is not going to keep any pa­
tient in that hospital mentally ill 
when he has got 250 more than the 
place will accommodate. I submit to 
yOU that if the re·corders of our 
courts and our clerks and also our 
probate judges can have authority 
to be the shield between the accused 
and the accuser, then by the same 
token, are not our doctors more 
competent to be the shield between 
the person who is accused of being 
mentally i11? Certainlv we cannot 
say to our doctors that they are 
wrong in their judgment. We have 
a lot of confidence in their judg­
ment, and we go to them every 
day of our life, and if they submit 
to us that we should have an oper­
ation we have it: we do not go t.o 
the selectmen for any further 
authority. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Farming­
ton, Mr. Mills: 

Mr. MILLO;: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: In answer 
to the hst sp2aker, I would like 
to sav it is not a question of con­
flict who would want to exercise this 
power, whether municipal officers or 
phvsidans; it is a question of 
whether you want to remove from 
the picture entirely the municipal 
officers. The physicians are in it 
anyway, they pass on it anyway; 
two certificate.s must come from 
them before the municipal officers 
can make their affirmative dedsion 
that this person shouU be put away. 
but the muni~ipal officers have a 
check on it and they should. What 
better peor:le are there in the com­
munity to judge whether a man is 
being railroaded into an insane hos­
pital than the sel~ctmen who are 
picked by their peers to represent 
them in such matters? This is an 
institution whkh has existed many 
years. It was set up bask:ally to 
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conform to our Anglo-Saxon rights 
and privil3ges, that no man shquld 
be put away without a hearlp.g. 
This bill would wipe the hean~g 
riO'ht out of it and say two phYSI­
ci'ans can do it in their place. It is 
not conflict between physicians and 
municipal officers; it is a questi.or: of 
whether you write the mUnIcIpal 
officers right out of it. I think that 
whether the municipal officers 
themselves want it or not, that ~s 
not the question. The qUestlOn lS 
whether they should be placed there 
as an additional safeguard. 

There are no requirements. ~ere 
for a public hearing. Our mUnIcIpal 
officers do not conduct a kangaroo 
court on this proposition; our mu­
nicipal officers are humane ~er:tle­
men' they are not there to ndIcule 
and 'make a spectacle of the poor 
person who is mentally ill; they are 
there to safeguard his rights. I say 
to you: we have gone far eno~gh 
in this country toward.s removI!lg 
our basi·c Angb-Saxon lIfe. In HIt­
ler's Germany they can tap on your 
door at night and take you a:vay 
and that is the last. your relatlV~s 
hear about you. It IS th~ s~me. m 
Mussolini's Italy. I say It IS tIme 
for us to strengthen our safeguards. 
Our municipal officers are not the 
inhumane gentlemen they say they 
are in these hearings. This bill is 
offensive to anyone who believes in 
the preservation of our American 
rights and privileges. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Boothb'lY, Mr. Perkins. will. prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The ChaIr re-cog­
nizes the gentleman from Sebago. 
Mr. Fitch. 

Mr. FITCH: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House. When my 
peop13 sent me down here I und~r­
stood I was to consider prcgressIve 
l~2:islation. I believe I have read in 
history that years ago people we~'e 
tapnerl on the shoulder and told. 
"I believe you are a witch." With 
no hearing at all. they were put 
into some kind of prisrm or some­
thing and kept there, with no he~r­
ing whatsoevpr. I am not trymg 
to say this bill here is as radkal 
as that. but I believe it is one. step 
in that dire-ctiDn and that It IS 
again.st 1)1"o2:ressive legifl'ltion. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Auburn, 
Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Sp3aker 
and Members of the House: Some 
of the things that I might have 

said will be unnecessary because 
of the remarks of the gentleman 
from Aurora, Mr. Silsby. There ar·e 
a few things I want to comment on 
very briefly. Some of the matt;ers 
in regard to the transfer from Ill­
stitutlOns and going out of the 
state that have been mentioned aN! 
no matters that have been added 
in this amendment. They are a 
part of the law now. 

This bill, it is true, is some 
fifte·en pages :ong, but I would call 
your attentior" to the fact that the 
part changing the wo~d "insanity" 
to "mentally ill" practICally all the 
changes appear in thre~ pages. 
There are some changes III other 
parts having to do ~ith s,:!pport. of 
the pati,ent by relatIves, III WhICh 
they try to strengthen that law and 
make it easier to coEe-ct from !ela­
tives for the support of the patIents 
who are committed. 

Now in the first section that has 
received much discussion, Section 
104, a person who may sign the ap­
plication, there is no. materIal 
c~ange in that phase of It. I ha,-:e 
in my capacity as a notary publIc 
siO'ned such papers. In the case 
where I signed, the man came from 
the State of NeW Hampshire and 
was beE'ting his brains out in a 
nadded cell in the local jail. There 
was no one else to sign. I thin.k 
you wi!: agree with me that It IS 
propel' t,~at a justice or a notary 
might have the authority to bring 
this matter before the committing 
authority in such cases. 

The real chang;e comes in doing 
away with the hearing before the 
municipal officers. May I comment 
briefly from my experlenc-e of four 
ye3,rs as CHy SJliciltor in Awburn. 
In that capacity I attended many 
hearings of this nature and. I will 
say that they 3r-e not pnblic. There 
is no humiliation on the part of 
anyone so far as that is conce~ned. 
The notice is~,erved on the p3,tIent; 
the two doctors come to the hear­
ing, and if they say this pers?n will 
be benefited !bv tre'lltment III the 
State Hospital' the municipal offi­
cers then act on the commitment. 
The certificate of the physichns as­
signed merely states that they be­
lieve the patient should be co~­
mitted for treatment. The certl­
ficate that two physicians would 
have to sign in the proposed law 
must inc:ude facts on which they 
ha se their opinion. That is some­
thing they do not now have to do. 
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After this person is committed, 
notice must be given to tha nearest 
relative or guardian which appears 
on the committal 'lapers and to any 
two other persons that the person 
may designate. 

Now if we assume that people 
are railroaded and committed when 
they should no·t be, we have to 
assume a number of things: That 
some relative is trying to commit 
a normal p'erson tha·t would not 
be benefited by treatment in the 
hospital. We have to assume two 
physicians are gOing to be cnrrupt 
and perjure themse;ves and certify 
to facts which are not true and try 
to commit this person who should 
not be c:Jmmitt·ed; we have to as­
sume that they have secured the 
approval of the head of the institu­
tion to hold this person who he 
kncws shculd not be held. Then 
we have to assume that these three 
people to be notified are desirous 
of having this p.wty confined and 
that they will not say anything. 

Now if you beJieve that those 
things are happening, you certainly 
should vote against this bill. Frank­
ly I do not believe they would 
happen. In some thirty or forty 
he:uin2"s which I have attended I 
have never yet seen the patient 
appear nor anyone appear in op­
position to commitment. no·r have 
I ever seen the municipal officers 
do anything other theW vote as 
suggested by the physician. 

I have known of a patient being 
released within a week and in that 
p:wticular hearin, there were nu­
merous citizens appeared in favor 
of commitment. It is true also 
there is thi, right of apPeal. I 
think yc·u will find and I am con­
fident that this right of a1)peal 
would seldom, if ever, be used be­
cause the heads of our institutions 
are anxious and willing to release 
anyone a'ld everyone as soon as 
they possibly can. When they h3.ve 
a patient that can be removed. they 
no.tify the municipal officers to 
come and get him at on~e or they 
will hold them a,t their expense 
and they will have to pay their 
board. 

I therefore believe that this bill 
will not as a matter of fac't. result 
in anyone be'ng deprived of their 
liberty unjustlv. It would result 
and should result in their receiving 
the attention they need more 
promDtly. 

A large numbpr of the commit­
ments made in this state are made 

befo:e any hearing is held. The 
patient is in such condition that he 
is a menace to those about him and 
a menace to himself. There is 
danger of his taking his own life or 
thE life of another party, so that 
the physician signs the papers and 
the patient is immediately sent to 
the hospital. Sometime thereafter 
they meet and sign the formal 
papers and the munidpal officers 
approve the papers and they are 
sent over. 

"I hope you will vote "No" on the 
acceptance of the minority report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Brewer, 
Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker 
a.nd Ladies and Members of the 
House: I hope the motion of Mr. 
Perkins prevails. 

Tt.e SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Lewis­
ton, Mr. Malenfant. 

Mr. MALENFANT: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: I be­
lic'e it is unwise to send patients 
to tha State Hospital without a 
public hearing. I happen to have 
been one of th2se municipal officers 
for the past five years. We have 
sent many poor, unfortunate peo­
p'e to the Stat.a Hospital. We al­
ways give them a pubJi.c hearing. 
A public hearing never hurt a pa­
tient; never interfered with their 
treatment. 

Six months ago a young man 
came to me and said he would like 
to send his old father to the State 
Hospital. I asked h:m how old 
his father was. He said "Eighty­
fIve years olr' .. " I asked him what 
the trouble was with his father. He 
said his wife and children didn't 
ge~ along with his fathar. I went 
to see the old geneeman. The old 
gentl·eman appeared to be much 
brighter than the -est of the fam­
ily. (Laughter) So I told the young 
man if he want·ed to send his father 
to the State Hospital we would 
have to have a public hearing and 
put his name in the paper. He 
psked if there was anv way to stop 
the newspaper man from publish­
ing his name. I said. "No." When 
he found out his name was going 
to be put in the paper he seel.,ed 
t change his mind. becavs'2 I have 
not heard from him since. and I 
understand his father is still with 
h'rn. 

I went to see Mr. Greenleaf a few 
days ago and askpd hi,.", whv he 
wanted to pass such a bill. He did 
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not seem to know himself, or he did 
not want to tell me. It might bz 
that there is something dangerous 
behind the bill. When I C.1me out 
I did not know any more than when 
I went in. 

Last Monday we sent two poor, 
unfortunate people to the state 
Ho,spital. We gave them a public 
hearing, and that did not interIere 
with their treatment. The gentle­
man from Aurora, Mr. SilS'by, says 
that if they send a person to the 
State Hospital the doctor notifies 
two of his relatives. They have got to 
go, but, in spite of what that gentle­
man says. they never will take that 
patient out of the state Hospital; 
they will not spend enou!?h money, 
and they are going to leave that 
man or woman in the state Hospi­
tal for the rest of their lives. I hope 
we all support the motion of the 
gentl'man from Boothbay Harbor, 
Mr. Perkins. 

The SPEAKER: Is the House 
ready for the question? The ques­
tion before the Heuse is on the mo­
tion of the gentleman fr.()m Booth­
bay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, that the 
House accept the "Owrht not to 
pass" report of the committee. The 
same gentlpm'ln has requested a 
division. All those in favor of the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, will 
please rise and remain standinz un­
til counted and the monitors have 
made and returned the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Ninety-eight having voted in the 

a.ffirmative and twenty in the nega­
tIve, the motion prevai:ed and the 
House voted to ac·cept the "Ought 
not to pass". report of the commit­
tee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Farming­
ton, Mr. Mills. 

Mr. MILLS: Mr. Speaker. due to 
the lateness of the hour, and with 
due reference ,to the gentleman 
from Portland. Mr. Allen. and the 
gentleman from Bridgton, Mr. Ran­
kin, who have the next two mat­
ters. I move that we adjourn. These 
two matters will be coming up to­
morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Farmington, Mr. Mills, moves 
that the House do now ad.iourn. 

During the course of this morn­
ing's se~sion we had as our guests 
among others the Juniors and Sen­
iors of the Island Falls High Pchool 
in charge of Superintendent Bagley 
and four teachers. On behalf of the 
members of the House, I wish to 
say that we bid you we~·come. 

The Clerk will nad the notices. 

On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm­
ington. 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to­
morrow morning. 




