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HOUSE 

Thursday. February 27. 1947 
The House met accordin:5 to ad­

journment, and was called to order 
by the Spe:lker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Tom G. Akeley 
of Gardiner. 

Journal of yesterday read and ap­
proved. 

Papers From the Senate 
From the Senate: Bill "An Act 

Permitting Refunds of Dog License 
Fees" (S. P. 381) (L. D. 1094) 

Came from the Sen:lte referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

In the Hcu~e, referred to the 
Gommittee on Agriculture in con­
currence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Tuition for Pupils from 
t(}wns Contn:ting for Se~ondary 
Education" (S. P. 382) (L. D. 1095) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

In the H(}u~e, referred to the 
Gommittee on Education in c:>ncur­
ren~e. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to the Supreme Court of 
Probate" (S. P. 383) (L. D. 1093) 

Bill "An Act re;ating to R2g'sters 
of Probate Accounting Quarterly for 
Fees" (S. P. 384) (L. D. 1037) 

Bill "An Act relatin;2: to Compen­
sation of Registers of Prohate in 
Foreign Estates" (S. P. 385) (L. D. 
1098) 

Bill "An Act relating to Public 
Officers in Pu'olic Contracts" (s. P. 
386) (L. D. 1099) 

Bill "An Act rehtillQ; to Burglary 
and Bre:lkin« and Entering" (S. P. 
387) (L. D. llC{) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary. 

In the Hom:e, referred to the 
Gommittee on Judiciary in concur­
rence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Testing of Water Sup­
plies for Public Schools" (S. P. 391) 
(L. D. 1104) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Pub he Health. 

In the H(}me, refprred to th~ 
Committee on Public Health in con­
currence. 

From the Senate: Bill "An Act 
relating to Glerk Hire in the Office 

of Clerk of Courts in Aroostook 
GGunty" (S. P. 380) (L. D. 1093) 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary of 
Clerks in the O,'fice of Re,ister of 
Deeds for York Gounty" (S. P. 338) 
(L. D. 1101) 

Bn "An Act relatim: to the .Sal­
ary of C.erks in the Office of Clerk 
of Gourts in York County" (s. P. 
389) (L. D. lln) 

Bill "An Act to Increase the 
Amount for Clerk Hire in the Offioe 
of Register of Pwb3.te in York 
G"ll~ty" (S P. 390) (L. D. 1,·°3) 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary of 
Register of Prob3.te in York County" 
(S P. 3!l2) (L. D. 1105) 

Bill "An Act Increasing the Sal­
ary of Register of Deeds of York 
County" (8. P. 393) (L. D. 1103) 

Came from the Senate referred to 
the Committee on Salaries and Fees. 

In the House referred to the 
Committee on Salariesanj Fees in 
concurrence. 

From the Sen3.:Ge: Bill "An Act re­
lating t') Annual Audit of Town, 
Under Two Thousand PJpulation" 
(S. P. 394) (L. D. 11':)7) 

C8me from the Senate referred 
to the Committee on Towns. 

In the House referred to the 
Ccmmittee on Towns in concur­
rence. 

Senate Reports of Committees 
Dh ided Re~r·r' 

Tabled and Assi ';lled 
Majority Report cf the Commit­

tee on Judiciuy reporting "Ought 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
the Commitment of Patients to 
Mental Hcspitals" (S. P. 131) (L. D. 
5:9) 

Report was signed by the following 
members: 

lVr. Dunbar of W.:tSh'n«ton 
Wiss Clough c-f powb,oo'G 
Messrs. Barnes of Aro~stook 

-of the Senate. 
Haskell C'f Portl,nd 
Peirce of Aucmst:l 
f1ilsby of Auren 
Williams of to "'O"~Y) 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Commit­

tee reportin~ "Ought not to pass" 
on Slme B'll. 

RepJrt was signed by the follow­
ing members: 

Messr.;;. Perkins of Boothbay 
HarbJr 

MoGlaufth M Portland 
Mills of Far""'i~rtln 

-of the House 
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Oame from the Senate with the 
Majority Report read and accepted 
and the Bill passed to be engrossed. 

In the House: 
(On motion by Mr. Perkins of 

Boothbay Harbor, the two Reports 
with accomp'mying papers, were 
tabled pending acceptance of either 
rep:l<l't, and spe~i3,lv assigned for 
Wednesday, March 5th) 

Ought to Pass 
Repo·rt of the Committee on Judi­

ciary reporting "Ought to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to the Board 
of Registration of Nurses" (S. P. 
125) (L. D. 290) 

Report of same Committee re­
porting same on Bill "An Act relat­
ing to Validity of Signature of Out­
goin~ State Controller" (S. P. 142) 
(L. D. 337) 

Report of same Committee re­
porting same on Bill "An Act Per­
mitting Soil Conservation Districts 
to Acquire Surplus Property" (S. P. 
161) (L. D. 398) 

Report of same Committee re­
porting same on Bill "An Act re­
lating to Service of Writs in West­
ern Somerset Municipal Court" (s. 
P. 160) (L. D. 400) 

Report of same Committee re­
porting same on Bill "An Act rellt­
ing to Liens on Articles of Clothing 
and Household or Office Goods" (S. 
P. 143) (L. D. 338) 

Report of the Committee on Pub­
lic Utilities reporting same on Bill 
"An Act to Provide for Pl9nt Rail­
roads" (S. P. 133) (L. D. 282) 

Came from the Senate th~ Rep'wts 
read and accepted and the Bills 
passed to be engrossed. 

In the House. Repnrts were read 
and an.nopted in ccn~urrence and 
the Bills read twice and tom'o>ITow 
assigned. 

Ought to Pass With Committee 
Amendment 

Rel»ort of the Committee on 
Temperance on Bill "An Act 
Amending the L'lw relative to Pub­
Hcati -n of Nnti"e of Hearing on 
AprIi~ation for Liquer Licensps" (C;. 
P. 73) (L. D. 65) reportin~ "Ought 
to pass' as amended bv Committee 
Amendment "An submitted there­
with. 

Came from the E'enate with the 
ROr)crt read and 1l!2cepted and tho 
Bill Das.secl to be engross~d a.~ 
amended by Committee Amend­
ment "A." 

In the House, Report was read 

and accepted in conCU>ITence. and 
the Bill had its two several read­
ings. 

Oommittee Amendment "An read 
by the Clerk as folbws: 

Oommittee Amendment "A" to 
S. P. 73, L. D. 65. Bill "An ACit 
Amending 'the Law Relative to Pub­
li:cation of Notice of Hearing on 
Applications for Liquor Licenses." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the underlined words "a weekly" in 
the 18th line of that par~. designat­
ed "Se·c. 22" of said bill. and in­
serting in pla·ce thereof the under­
lined word 'any' 
. Further amend said bill by strik­
mg out the underlined words 
"daily or weekly" in the 19th line 
of th'lt port designated "Sec. 22." 
of said bill. 

Further amend said bill bv strik­
ing . out the underlinei wo·rd3 "a 
weekly" in the 22nd line of that 
part designated "Bee. 22" of said 
bill and inserttng' in pJa,ce ,thereof 
the underlined word 'any' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence. and the 
Bill was assigned for third reading 
tomorrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair at this 
time notes the nresence in the bal­
cony of the Union High School 
Freshman Class. under the SUl)er­
vision of Mr. Gibson. and on behalf 
of the members of the House. we 
tid vou wel~ome here this morning. 
(Applause) 

The following Bills and Resolves. 
transmitted by the Revisor of Stat­
utes. pursuant to Joint Order. were 
rereived. and upon the recommen­
dation of the Committee on Refer­
en~e of Bills. were referred to the 
following Committees: 

Agriculture 
Bill "An Act relating to Seed Po­

hto Board Apnroprig.tiJn" (H. P. 
1533) (Presented by Mr. Dorsey of 
Fort Fairfield) 

On motion by Mr. Collins of 
Caril:ou. referred' to the Committee 
on Agrkulture. ordered printed and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Bill "An relating to Apnropriation 
for Seed Potato Board" (H. P. 1534) 
(Presented by same gentleman) 

On motion by Mr. Collins of 
Caribou. referred to the Committee 
on Agri·culture. ordered printed and 
sent up for concurrence. 
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Appropriations and Financial 
Affairs 

Resolve Providing Water Facili­
ties for the Passamaquoddy Indians 
at Pleasant Point (H. P. 1535) (Pre­
sented by Mr. Hall of Eastport) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Education 
Resolve in favor of Robert W. 

Traip Academy (H. P. 1';36) (Pre­
sented by Mr. Seeger of Kittery) 

Sent up for concurrence. 
Interior Waters 

Bill "An Act relating to Deposit 
of Pot.atoes into Waters of the 
State" (H. P. 1537) (Pre,ented by 
Mr. Brewer of Presque Isle) 

(Ordered printed) 
Resolve Authorizing War r e n 

Worster of Greenville to Construct 
a Wharf (H. P. 1531) (Presented 
by Mr. Rollins of Greenville) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Judiciary 
Bill "An Act relating to Kinds 

of Divorces" (H. P. 1539) (Presented 
by Mr. Broggi of Sanford) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating to Qualifi­

cations of Voters" (H. P. 1540) 
(Presented by Mr. Doucette of 
Lewiston) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act reiating to Teach­

ers' Pension Benefits for Veterans" 
(H. P. 1541) (Presented by Mr. 
Foley of Winterport) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating to Resigna­

tion of Collectors of Taxes" (H. P. 
1542) (Presented by Mr. Patterson 
of Freeport) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act Setting Aside Cer­

tain Lands for Settlement by Dis­
placed Persons of Baltic Origin" 
(H. P. ]543) (Presented by Mr. 
Peirce of Augusta) 

(Ordered printed) 
Resolve Proposing an' Amend­

ment to the Oonstitution Providing 
for Lower Age to Qualify as a Vot­
er (H. P. 1544) (Presented by Mr. 
Doucette of Lewiston) 

Resolve Designating United Na­
tions Day (H. P. 1545) (Presente-d 
by Mr. Peirce rf Augusba) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Labor 
Bill 'An Act relating to the Pow­

ers and Duties of the Comm' sion-

er of Labor and Industry" (H. P. 
1546) (Presented by Mr. Dostie of 
Lewiston) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating to Minimum 

Wages of Persons Employed in the 
Industry of the Packing of Fish 
and Fish Products" (H. P. 1547) 
Presented by Slme gentleman) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

Legal Affairs 
Bill "An Act relating to the Li­

censing of Dealers in Antiques, 
Used Precious Metals and Gems, 
and Second-Hand Articles" (H. P. 
1548) (Presented by Mr. Clements 
of Belfast) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating to Elimina­

tion of Fire Hazards" (H. P. 1549) 
(Presented by Mr. Savage of Mt. 
Desert) 

(Ordere:i printed) 
Sent up for concurrence 

Sea & Shore Fisheries 
Bill "An Act relating to Open 

Season for Scallops in Certain W'at­
ers" (H. P. 1550) (Presented by Mr. 
HEanssler of Deer Isle) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence. 

State Lands & Forest Preservation 
Resolve Authorizing the State of 

lVain~ to Convey Certain Land in 
Presque Isle (H. P. 1551) (Present­
ed by Mr. Brewer of Presque Isle) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence 

Taxation 
Bill "An Act Imposing a Personal 

Income Tax to Raii"3 Additional 
Revenue and EquaJ:ze the Tax Bur­
den" (H. P. 1552) (Presented by Mr. 
Elliott of Corinth) 

(WOO copies ordered printej) 
Bill "An Act to Create th~ Maine 

School District" (H. P. 1553) (Pre­
sented by same gentleman) 

(1O~0 copies ordered printed) 
Bil1 "An Act to Impose an Excise 

Tax Upon Charges for MEalS" (H. 
I'. 1554) (Pr'3sented by Mr. Fitch of 
Sebago) 

(1000 copies ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating t'l Excise 

Tax on Trailers" (H. P. 1555) (Pre­
sentEd by Mr. Dostie of Lewiston by 
r'3quest) 

(Ordered printed) 
Bill "An Act relating to the As­

sessment of Taxes" (H. P. 1556) 
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(Presented by same gentleman by 
request) 

(Ordered printed) 
Sent up for concurrence 

Ways and Bridges 
Resolve in favor of the town of 

Baileyville (H. P. 1557) (Presented 
by Mr. Brown cf Baileyville) 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Trenton (H. P. 1558) (Presented by 
Mr. Hclt of Bar Harbor) 

Sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair notes in the balcony the pres­
ence or the W,l;o-n Club of Wd[;Cln, 
and on beh,U oJ the members of 
:the House, we bid you welcome here 
:this m"rning. 

On motion by Mr. Stetson of Dix­
field, it was 

ORDERED, that Rev. Marten Sor­
ensen of Dixfield, be invited to offi­
ciate as Chaplain of thz House on 
Wednesday, April 2nd. 

House Reports of Committees 
Divided Report 

Tabled 
RepDrt A of t':1e Ccmmittee on 

Legal Affairs reporting "Ought not 
to pass" en BiE "An act to 1n­
corp:xa,te the Reef Point Gardens 
Corporation" (H P. 119) (L. D. 93) 

RepJrt was signed by the fo-l­
lowing members: 

Messrs. Batchelder of York 
Blanchard of Aroostook 
Baker of Kennehe~ 

-of the ,senate. 
Andersnn of New Sweden 
Weeks of ,so. Por'tland 

-of the House. 
Report B of same Committee Q1n 

same Bill re[)_~r~ing "O~ght to pa3s" 
if amended by C~mmittee Amend­
ment "A" submitted th'crewith. 

Report was signed by the fol­
lowing memters: 

Messrs. Snow of Au'.Jurn 
Pays:m of Uni::m 
Atherton of Bangor 
Rankin of Brington 
Woodwo·rth of Fairfield 

-of the House. 
(On motion by Mr. AndersJn of 

New Sweden, thE' two RepJrts, with 
accompanyin::; papers, WE-r·e tabled 
pending acceptance of either Re­
port) 

Ought Not to Pass 
Mr. PEirce from the Gommi,tee 

on Judi~iary repc'rted "O:1ghlt not 

to pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
Liability of Pers8nal Sureties on 
Prcbate Bonds" (H. P. 1070) (L. D. 
701) 

Mr. Finnegan from the Commit­
tee on Temperance rep;)rted same 
on Bill "An Act relating to Ho,tel 
and Restaurant Malt Liquor Licen­
ses" m. P. IHlO) (L. D. 675) 

Mr. Jalbert trom same CcmmHtee 
reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to cale of Liquor to Minors" 
(H. P. 1104) (L. D. 679) 

Reporcs were re:td and accepted. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Mr. Peirce from the Commi.ttee 

on Temperance reported "Ought 
not to pass" on Bll! "An Act re­
lating to Possession of Liquor in 
an Open Bottle" rH. P. 1226) (L. D. 
758) as it is covered by Dcher legis-
lation. . 

Report was read and accepted. 
On mCicion by Mr. Corson Df 

Hcdgdon, the House voted to re­
conSIder its action just taken 
whereby it a~cepted the "Ought not 
to pa.s.s" report of the committee; 
and Dn funner mo'tion bv the same 
gentleman, the report arid bill were 
ta.bled pending acceptance Df com­
mittee report and SPecially assigned 
for tomorrow me-rning. 

Mr. Smart from the Committee 
on Temperance reported "Ought not 
to pass" en Bill "An Act to Prevent 
Minors from Remaining on Premises 
Where Liquor is Consumed" (H. P. 
1098) (L. D. 673) 

RepJT'c was read and accepted. 

Ought to Pass 
Mr. Lord from the Committee on 

Education reported "Ought to pass" 
on Bill "An Act relat"ng to Salary 
U Sup3rintendents of Schools" (H. 
P. 11lJ (L. D. 95) 

Mr. Haskell trum the Committee 
on Judiciary reported same on Bill 
"An Act relating to Pass,ng of Ma­
ter Vehicles" (h. P. 976) (L. D. 632) 

name gentleman from same Com­
mittee repo~ ted same on Biil " An 
Act r'clative to the Westbrook 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 915) (L. D. 
543) 

Mr. McGlauftin from same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to P,malty for Failure 
to Report After Motor Vehicle Ac­
cidents" (H. P. 831) (L. D. 4tiO) 

Mr. Silsby from same Committee 
1 ~ported same on Bill "An Act re­
lating to Pa.ssing Motor V·ehicles on 
the Right" (H. P. 922) (L. D. 545) 
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Mr. Williams from same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Liquor Commi~sion 
Inspectors" (H. P. 1073) (L. D. 67'0) 

Same gentleman from same Com­
mittee r'2ported same on Bill "An 
Act relatino- to Determination of 
Valuation of Property wlth relation 
to Inhelitance Tax" (H. P. 1069) 
(L. D. 7CO) 

Mr. DeSanctis from the Commit­
tC2 on Temperance repJrte'd Slme 
on Bill "An Act r'2hting to Trans­
fer of Liquor Licenses" (H. P. 1229) 
(L. D. 753) 

Mr. Finnegan from same Com­
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
ALt relating to Local Option Pro­
visions" (H. P. 355) (L. D. 225) 

Mr. Jalbert from same Commit­
tee rep:'rted same 'On Bill "An Act 
to Prev'2nt the Employment of Mi­
nors on Premises Where Liquor to 
be Consumed on the Premises is 
E'old" m. P. 1227) (L. D. 751) 

Reports were read and accepted, 
and the Bills, having already be'2n 
printed, were read twice under sus­
pension of the rules and tomJrr0W 
assigned. 

Ought to Pass With Committee 
Amendment 

Mr. Perkins frem the Committ'2e 
on Judi~i:try 'On Bill "An Act re­
lating to the Northern Aroostook 
lVunicipal Court" (H. P. 66;) (L. 
D. 436) reported "Ought to pass" 
a,s amended by Committee Amend­
ment "A" submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accept'ed, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus­
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendm2nt "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 66{). L. D. 436. Bill "An Act Reht­
ing to the Northern Aroostook Mu­
nicipal Court." 

Amend said bil1 by inserting in 
the 1st line of the 2nd paragraph 
of that part deEignated as "Se,~. I" 
thereof, after the word "judge" the 
words 'shall be a member of the 
bar and'. 

Further amend said bill by strik­
ing out in t.he 8th line of the 3rd 
paraQ'raph of that part desi?nated 
as "Sec. 1" thereof, the words "or 
the iudge" 

Further amend said bill by in­
serting in the next to the last line 
of that part deEio;nated a,s "Sec. 3" 
thereof. after the word ",causes." 
the following sentence: 

'The court shall be in constg,nt 
session for the c:Jgniz:tnce of crim­
inal offenses.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted and tomorrow assigned for 
third reading of the Bill. 

Mr. Finne.:;an frcm th'e Com­
mittee on Temperan~e on Bn "An 
Act relating to Manufa"turi'1g Li­
quor" (H. P. 1223) (L. D. 752) re­
ported "Ought to pa"s" as amended 
by Committee .Amendment "A" suh­
mitted therewith. 

Renort was read and accepted and 
the Bill, having already been P"i'1t­
ed, was read twice under suspen­
sion of the rul's. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Cl8rk as follows: 

Committee AmenrlJY1ent "A" to H. 
P. 1228, L D. 752, Bn "An Ad Re­
lating to Manufacturing Liquor." 

Amend s~id Bill bv inserti'1g aft,'r 
the underLned word "nther" in the 
44th line of that p'lrt designat2d 
"Sec. 13." thereof, the underlined 
word 'licensed.' 

Ccmmittee Amendment "A" W'lS 
adopted, and tomorrow assigned Ii)r 
third reading of the Bill. 

First Reading- of Prhited Bills 
Bill "An Act Compensating Gar­

diner G. Deering of Bath. for Duties 
as ReGorder" (H. P. 1530) (L. D. 
1112) 

Bil' "An Ad rElating to Civil 
f'ervice Rules for Peline and Fire 
Denartments" (H. P. 1532) (L. D. 
1113) 

Bills were read twice and tomor­
row assi,;2,'ned. 

Passed to be En'~Tossed 
B'n "An Act to Amend the Act 

Providing for the Retirement (f 
Firemen in the city cf Augusta lpm 
Half Pay" (H. P. 848) (L. D. 5~4) 

Eill "An Act Providing for the 
P'21 a~bulation of the Maine ani 
New Hampshire Boundary Line" (H. 
P. 850) (L. D. 506) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Hartland School District" (H. P. 
8511 (L. D. 507) 

Bill "An Act relating to Penalty 
for Town Officers' Neglect in Fire 
Prevention" m. P. 856) (L. D. 511) 

Bill "An Act relatinO' to the Fill­
ing of Vacancies in the Super:n­
tending School Committee in the 
town of Fairfield" (H. P. 859) (L. D. 
514) 

Bill "An Act relating to the City 
of Brewer High School District" (H. 
P. 931) (L. D. 548) 
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Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en­
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Tabled 
Bill "An Aot Ito ProhiJbit Music 

Dancing, or Entertainment on Cer~ 
tarn Premises LioenS'ed for :the Sale 
of Liquor" CR. P. 1099) (L. D. 674) 

(Was reported by the Committee 
on. Bills in the Third Reading, and 
on motion by Mr. Bell of Thomas­
ton, tabled pending third reading) 

B'll "An Act to Regulate Eligibili­
ty cf Premises for which Liquor Li­
censes May be Granted" (H. P. 1101) 
(L. D. 676) 

Bill "An Aot Repealing the Law 
relating to Prior Convictions in Of­
fens·3s Against the Liquor Law" (H. 
P. 1477) (L. D. 1091) 

Bill "An Act relating to Income 
accruing to the State" (H. P. 1478) 
(L. D. 1092) 

Were rep::>rted by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, passed to be 
engrossed and sent Ito the Senate. 

Amended Bills 
Bill "An Act Guaranteeing Loans 

for Veterans" (S. P. 77) (L. D. 104) 
Bill "An Act relating to Rental 

for the Old Town Municipal Court" 
CR. P. 235) (L. D. 164) 

Bill "An Act relating to Rental for 
the Western Somerset Municipal 
Court" CR. P. 651) (L. D. 450) 

Bill "An Act relating to Rental 
for the Millinocket Municipal Court" 
CR. P. 823) (L. D. 476) 

Resolve Proposing an Amendment 
to the Constitution Providing for 
Additional Signers in Petitions for 
Referendum (S. P. Hl7) (L. D. 238) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, Resolve read 
the second time, all passed to be 
engrossed as amended and sent to 
the Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
Emergency ~easure 

An Act re;ating to the Packing of 
Sardines CR. P. 1476) (L. D. 1058) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two­
thirds vote of the entire elected 
membership of the House being 
necessary, a division was had. 122 
voted in favor cf same and none 

against, and accordingly th.3 Bill 
was passed ·to be enacted and 
signed by 'the Speaker. and on mo­
tion by Mr. Pro-ut of Lubec, was 
ordered sent fOl'thwith to the Sen­
ate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act Regulating Deposits in 

Banks (S. P. 75) (L. D. 102) 
An Act relating to Joint Deposits 

in Banks (S. P. 76) (L. D. 103) 
An Act Exempting Banks from 

Laws Dealing with Small Loan 
Agencies (S. P. 78) (L. D. 105) 

An Act Authorizing the City of 
Gardiner to Permit Extension of 
Buildings Over a Right of Way 
Leading from Depot Square to Bridge 
Street (S. P 91) (L. D. 142) 

An Act relating to Erroneous 
Oharges by Public utilities (S. P. 
99) (L. D. 199) 

An Act relating to the Licensing 
of Motion-Picture Theaters (S. P. 
1(8) (L. D. 234) 

An Act relating to Licensing of 
Motion Picture Operators (S. P. 110) 
(L. D. 235) 

An Act relating to Licensing of 
Cinematograph or Other Similar 
Apparatus (S. P. 111) (L. D. 237) 

An Act relating to Payment to Ox­
ford County Law Library (S. P. 123) 
(L. D. 287) 

An Act relating to Qualifications 
for Admission to Practice Law (S. 
P. 159) (L. D. 399) 

An Act to Provide a Town Council 
and Manager Form of Government 
for the town of Limestone in the 
county of Aroostook (H. P. 118) (L. 
D. 82) 

An Act relating to the Superin­
tending School Oommittee for the 
town o{ Caribou (H. P. 246) (L. D. 
173) 

An Act relating to Records of Pari 
Mutuel Racing (H. P. 251) (L. D. 
177) 

An Act relating to Facsimile Sig­
natureof Clerks od' Oourt·" (H. P. 
341) (L. D. 214) 

An Act relating to the Union Mu­
tual Life Insurance Oompany (H. P. 
439) (L. D. 258) 

An Ad to Increase the Authority 
of Lafayette Lodge to Hold Property 
CR. P. 441) (L. D. 260) 

An Act relating to the Licensing 
of Merry-Go-Rounds, and Other 
Mechanical Rides (H. P. 451) (L. D. 
267) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be en-
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acted, signed by Ule Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

Tabled 
An Aot Re}a ting to Municipal 

Planning and ZDJling (H. P. 453) 
(L. D. 269) 

(Was rep8rted by the Committee 
on En?Tossed Bills as truly and 
strictly en,rossed, and on motion by 
Mr. Haskell of Portland, tabled 
pending passage to be enacted) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve Regulating Fishing in Jer­

ry Pond (H. P. 113) (L. D. 77) 
Was reported bv the Committee 

on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, fi:lally passed, 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The Chair 13,ys 

before the House the first tqbled 
and today assigned matter, House 
Report "A" "Ought to pass" and 
House Report "B," "Ought not to 
pass" of the Committee on Motor 
Vehicles on Bill "An Act Relating 
to Operators' Licenses" (H. P. 10) 
(L. D. 9) tabled on February 19th 
by the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Allen, pending accentance of 
either- renort: and the Chair rec­
ognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Speaker, mgy 
I have permission to confer with 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may approach the rostrum. 

(Mr. Allen t,hen conferred with 
the Chair) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ogmzes the gentleman from Port­
land, Mr. Allen. 

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Sneaker, in view 
of the fact that this is a special 
legislative day and that we have 
two addresses coming up, I would 
ask that this matter be again ta­
bled and spe~i1lly '3ssiO:'1ea for 
Wednesday morning, March 5th. 

The motion prevailed, and the 
matter was so tabled and so as­
signed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second ta­
bled and today assigned maHer 
Bill "An Act to Provide for the 
JOining of Towns for the Purp~r;e 
of Providing Better School Facili­
ties" (H. P. 1511) (L. D. 1111) Tn 
the House the Committee on Ref­
erence of Bills suggested reference 

to Committee on Logal Affairs, ta­
bled on February 26th by the gen­
tleman from Bridgton, Mr. Ranl{in, 
pending reference: and the Chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Rankin, the 
Bill was retabled pending reference 
and specially assigned for Wednes­
day, March 5th. 

Mr. BREWER of Presque Isle: 
Mr. Speaker-

The SPEAKER: For what pur­
pose dc·es the ,gentJEmJ,n rise? 

Mr. BREWER: To ask permis­
sion, Mr. Speaker, to recomider our 
action whereby we referred a com­
panion bill to the Committee on 
Legal Affairs yesterday, I will 
make the explanation that th;s is a 
companion bill to Mr. Rankin's bill, 
and I would like to have that bill 
go to the same commit-tee, Bill "An 
Act to Provide for Financin,( the 
Costs of Building and Equipping 
Community S.chools" (H. P. 1510) 
(L. D. 1135) 

On further motion by Mr. Bl'ew­
er the Bill was tabled pending his 
motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair at 
this time, pursuant to House Order 
which was passed yesterday, rec­
ognizes t,he 1'entleman from Port­
land, Mr. McGhufiin, who will now 
address the House in commemora­
tion of the one hundred and for­
tiet,h anniversary of the Poet Long­
felLow. 

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: JV[r. Speaker 
and Members of the Hause: TDi, is 
the 140th anniversary of the birth 
of Henry \VadswDcr',th Langfellow, 

Maine has produced many great 
men. Among them are Commodore 
Preble, John S. C. Abbott, William 
Pitt Fessenden, Hanibal Hamlin, 
James G. Blaine, Thomas B. Reed, 
William P. Frye and Nelson Ding­
ley; but none has brought su·~h hon­
er and fame to theP'~lt2 0' ]\ifaine 
as her beloved poet, Henry W, Long­
fellow. 

Longfellow was born on Fore 
Street in the City of Portland in the 
house of a sister of Longfellow's 
father, near where is now located 
the Grand Trunk sD2.ti1n. Long­
fellow's father, Stephen Longfellow, 
was a well known !2twyer, a Har­
vard graduate, a member of C~m­
gress, a trustee of Bowdoin Oollege 
and t,he President of the ]Vhine 
Hi'1to,ri~11 Society. His mot-her, 
Zelpaih Wadsworth, was the dau<?:h­
ter of Feleg Wadsworth, himself a 
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Harvard graduate, a general in the 
American Revolution, ,and a.s;:> a 
member of ODngress. H~nry W. 
LDn2f'ellDw lived in the hDuse on 
Fore Street for only a little Dver 
a year, when his ,f<atheT moved ItJ 
the house on C;:>llgress street near 
the pres'ent Maine Historbal Po­
cicety Building, and just beyond the 
present Chapman Building. It was 
in this house that LJngfe,JOow spent 
his youth. He a"ttended BowdDin 
CDllege and was gra:!uate'd in 1825 
at the ag'G of eighteen. He was 
nOot interested in his father's legal 
pmfession, but :~ook a position at 
Bowdoin COollege, and wa;s so· on sent 
abread fDr a periGd of three years 
to ·continue his E'~udi-es. He re­
turned tOo Bowdoin an:! ren:!e-red 
satisfactory service there for some 
time when he was made a professor 
at Harvard COll2ge. This pDsition he 
held for seventeen years, when he 
resigned that he might dey~te his 
whole time to the composltlOn of 
poetry. . . 

Longfellow could draw a V1Vld 
picture! I once sailed across Lake 
Katherine in Scotland. There are 
manv more beautiful lakes in Maine, 
but that lake was immo-rtalized by 
Sir Walter Scott in his "Lady of the 
Lake"-and so Longfellow immor­
talized the Land of Evangeline. I 
have visrted Acadi, and seen the 
Village oJ Grand Pre. I saw no 
pines nDr hemlo:k3, yet there W~ll 
always be pbes and hemlo'ck3 m 
Evangeline's 13nd because Longfel­
low put ·them there. 
"This is the forest primeval. The 

murmuring pines and the 
hemlocks, 

BeardEd with moss, and in garments 
green, indistinct in the twi-
light,. .. 

Stand liKe Drmcls of old, wlth VOloes 
sad and prophetic, 

Stand like harpers hoar, with beards 
that rest on their bosoms. 

Loud from its ro-cky caverns, the 
deep-voiced neighboring ocean 

Speaks and in accents disconsolate 
anSWErS the wail of the forest.', 

Take another illu~rrati>ln or' his 
picturednwing. in "The Landlord's 
Tale". After telling of the ride of 
Paul Revere he says: 
"You know the rest. In the books 

you have read, 
How tlte British Regulars fired and 

fled,-
How the farmers gave them ball for 

ball, 
Frcm behind e'l.ch fence and farm­

yard wall, 

Chasing the red-coats down the 
lane, 

Then crossing the fields to emerge 
again 

Under the trees at the turn of the 
road, 

And only pausing to fire and load." 
Can't you see those British run­

ning? Can't you see those farmers 
emerging from their houses with 
rifles and shot-guns in their hands, 
chasing after those fleeing British 
and doing everything in their power 
to keep them on the run? Isn't that 
a picture to thrill any red-blooded 
American? 

He also wrote p::Jems of inspira­
tion. In the "Psalm of Life"-
"Tell me not, in mournful numbers, 

Life is but an empty dream! 
For the sOoul is dead that slumbers, 

And things are not what they 
seem." 

But on the contrary­
"Life is real! Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal; 
Dust thou art, to dust return est, 

Was not spoken of the soul." 

"Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave b8'hind us 
Footprints on the sands of time; 

--" 
In his poem, "The Building of the 

f"hip"--
"Thou, Too, sail on, 0 Ship of State! 
Sail on, 0 UNION. strong and great! 
HumanHy with all its fears, 
With all the hop8s cf future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thv fate!" 

And in his pO-8m "The Builders"­
"All are archItects of F1!)te, 

Workin" in these walls of Time; 
Some with massive deeds and grea,t, 

BDme with ornaments of rhyme. 

Ne,thing useless is, or low; 
Each thing in its place is bes,t; 

And wha,t se8ms but idle show 
Strengthens and suppo-rts the 

rest. 
FOor the structure tha,t we raise, 

Time is with materials filled: 
Our to-days and yesterdays 

Are the blocks with which we 
build." 

To sum up: Longfellow was a 
liTeat man, with a big hent. He 
drew pictures never to be forfrotten. 
He used lan~uage so simple that it 
could be understood by all. He en­
couraged men :ll1d women to strive 
to do things wcr·th while. He set 
before them high goa's of endeavor. 
He looked intv the future and 
pointed out that "dust to dust" had 
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no reference to the soul. He helped 
to ligh,~en the burden of life for 
millions of pec)1)]c all over the world. 
He earned and won for himself a 
plaoe among earth's greatest poets. 
T'he ins~riDtion on his nave in 
Cambridge -typifies his grea,tness; it 
consists of but one worn: "Loll{­

fellow." He Rtands out by himself! 
There is no other! (Applause) 

The SPEAKER: The House may 
be at ease pending the sound of 
the gaveL 

House at Ease 

The House was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

At this point the Senate entered 
the Hall of the Heuse, and a Joint 
Convention was formed. 

In COllvention 
The President of the Senate, Hon. 

Geo.rge D. V:l.rney, presided over 
the Oonvention and called it to 
order. 

On motion by Mr. Batchelder of 
YQrk ~3S 
.- ORDERED, tr.at a Ccmmittee be 
appointed to waH upon his Excel­
lency. Horace. Hildreth. Governor of 
Maine, and inform him that the 
two hnn ~hes of t:le L~~·i5la.ture 'He 
in convention assembled in the Hall 
of the House of Represent.C).tives, 
and extend tD h'm an invitatiJn to 
attend the Ccnvention with his 
guest, tae II.mOl able P:rm-H. Gfif-· 
feTh, Nation.al Col.)J.lll<t·fl'der" of·"tTie-· 
A.meric=·~ and address to 
the Convention such remarks as 
either of them may be p;eased to 
m?ke. 

c,::::.:,.,~ order was read and pasRed . 
.. . The Ohairman appc-inted as mem­
bers of su"h a c~mmittee: 
Senators: Batchelder of York 

Savage of SO'l11ers·et 
Dube of Androscoggin 

Repres·entati ves: 
Jordan of South Portland 
Jennings of 8·: r 011':'; 
COl'sins of Fer; Kent 
P3yson oJ Union 
Ro·obins of Houlton 
Stearns of Hiram 
MUfkie of Waterville 

Mr. Bltchelder frem the CJm­
mittee sursequently repol'ted that 
the Committee had discharged the 
duties assi'med it and that his 
Excellenry. Honce Hildreth, Gover­
nor of Maine, and hi~ Quest, the 
Hono-rable Paul H. Griffe;h. would 
be pleaspd to attend the Conven­
tion fort.hwit·h. 

Thereupon, Governor Hildreth, 
accompanied by the Honorable Paul 
H. Gdffeth, National Commander, 
and escorted bv Paul H. Greffeth, 
Jr., Aide, Capt. Lyle O. Armel, U. 
P. N. Naval Laison Officer, Peter A. 
Thaanum, Dept. Commander of 
Mf.ine, James L. Boyle, Dept. Adju­
tant, Paul Jullien, National Execu­
tive Committee, Major General 
Prank E. Lewe, Major General 
Wallace C. Philoon, Col. Malcolm 
Stoddard, Col. Rcbinson Verrill, 
Mayor Cha:].es Nelson, Mr. Fred 
Rowcll, Director Maine Council of 
Veterans' Affairs, Mr. Fred Clough, 
American Legion Service Offi~er, 
Mr. Jcseph Siciliano, American Le­
gion AEsistant Service Officer, and 
Mr. Ralph Sk'nner, Ame'ican L'2-
ftion Public Relations Officer, en­
tered bne CmwenWm Hall amid t.he 
app:ause of the Convention, the 
audience r:sing. 

Chairman Varney presented Gov­
ernor Hildreth to the Convention. 

Governor HILDRETH: Mr. Presi­
dent and Members of the 93rd Leg­
islature: It is my pleasure this 
morning to introduce one of 
America's mest influential citizens, 
Col. Paul H. Griffeth, National 
Commander of the American Le­
pion. who is a v·eteran of both 
World Wars. 

He left high ~chool to enlist in 
the U. S. Army upon dec:aration of 
war with Germanv in Ap.:il. 18-17. 

He was a combat soldier - a 
doughboy - an enlisted man in 
World War 1. 

He was gravely wounded in battle 
and an operation in the field by a 
French doctor, without anesthesia, 
saved his life. 

Between the Wcrld Wars he was 
engaged in a wholesale d2iry prod­
u~+s bus:ness. Durin"! this period 
he was active in civic, frate:nal, 
and political life of hjs community 
p.nd the State (1f Pennsylvania. 

His World War II s·ervice took 
him to every theater of OlJer8tion 
in various administrative capacities. 
He was an executive in the office of 
the under-Secretarv of War: a 
]\I·ember of American Te·chnical 
Missi(111 to India; Military Aide and 
Cor.,sultant foc the personal repre­
sentative of the President in the 
Middle and Near East. He was in 
Burma at the time of the disastrous 
a1Ji.ed retr·eat. He was an execu­
tive in the office c-f the Director of 
fe:ectiv'2 Service. He was ?ssigned 
to other duties later, but he always 
was championing the v·2tfran. 
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He received many American and 
foreign decorations for his service 
in both World Wars. 

In the American Legion he has 
served in practically every capacity 
in his post, in his Department, and 
in the National Organization. 

I do not need to tell you what 
the American Legion is, its nation­
wide membership, its strength in 
numbers, and the type of character 
and citizenship for which it stands, 
nor the hopes of the country, and, 
indeed, the world, for the construc­
tive infiuenc·e this great organiza­
tion wlll wield in the years ahead. 

The State of J.\i~aine is honored 
to have such an outstanding citiz,en 
re:>resenting such an outstanding 
organization pay us a visit. We 
trust that he will enjoy that visit 
as much as I know the people of 
Maine enjoy having him within our 
borders. 

It gives me g~eat pleasure to pre­
s·ent to you Colonel Paul H. Grif­
feth, National Comander of the 
American Legion. (Applause) 

NAT ION A L COMMANDER 
GRIFFETH: Your Exeellency the 
Governor, Mr. President. Mr. 
Speaker, and Fellow Americans: I 
appreciate verv much the oppor­
tl'nitv of coming before this ,Joint 
Session and tal'dng with you fo·r a 
verv few mhutes about the organi­
zation that I represent. the Ameri­
can Leg'on, and the prob;ems that 
we hce in America todav. I know 
of no better pl3:ce to come than to 
the great State of Maine to talk 
about Ameri::a and her pmbl~ms, 
be·cause, coming as I do, from 
Pennsv:vania. I know that Maine 
has plw~v.s been in the forefront 
in follGwin'; out Americanism ideals 
and Amerhan pTindples. So it is 
a great opportunity for me to come 
before this fine assemblv of out­
~tqnding flmericans in this great 
state to tell you what the Ameri 'an 
L~i"ion is doing and why we believe 
it is necessary for us to do the 
thing's that we have set out to do. 

Perham it is fittiYlg that I first 
thank you for the great contribu­
rtions you have made to -the veterans' 
program in the State of Maine. I 
do n('t come here to ask you to P'lSS 
any legjs18thn. for I do no-t know 
what le!!islation is before YOU, but 
I do come here to thank' you for 
the 12Q'is1<lthn von h~ve given to 
the vetera.ns of the State in the 
past: your record h'ts been out­
st3wli)'w. As I gO ab:mt over the 
United States and into our poosses-

sions we constantly refer to some 
of the legislation and some of the 
work that goes on, partkularly in 
the New England states, and here 
in Maine, tha,t has been beneficial 
to the veterans of all of our wars. 

I have been in Maine before as 
an officer in the army and as a 
representative of the Ameri8an Le­
gion, and so I know of the set-up 
you have here to care for veterans 
and their problems, and I want to 
take this opportunitv to congratu­
late this body for the things that 
you have done in the past, and I 
know that you will in the future 
be as constructive and helpful in 
caring for the disabl3d and the de­
pendents and the orphans of vet­
erans as you have in the past. So 
I want to extend to you the thanks 
of thi.s greatest of all veterans or­
ganizations for the prOf"ram that 
you have carried out in this State. 

As a representative of the Ameri­
can Legion. I think you might want 
Ito know what our strength i3. Who 
do we represent? Last year we at­
talned a membership of three mil­
lion, three hundred thirtv-piq;ht. 
thousand. More than Sixty-eight 
per cent of that membershin were 
men who had served exdusively in 
World War II. The rest of our 
membershin were men who h'td 
served in World War I and World 
V/ar II. Tcdav we are 235.{}1-D mem­
bers ahead of this same time hst 
year. Last month our mem'oership 
numbered three JYlillion. ~'x hundred 
fifty thoumnd. This COJYli'1!{ month 
we anticinate a mtmte~shiD of three 
mil'ion, eiq;ht hundred thousg.nd. We 
are confident that before the vear 
is through the mernlJ,ership rf the 
Arnerkan Legion will ('omnrise five 
mil'ion veterans of both our great 
World Wars. So that when we say 
we are speaking for the veterans, 
we mean of ('ourse that we are 
speaking for the gr"atrst body of 
organized veterans th'tt the world 
has ever known. It num\}ers far 
greater than all the rest of organ­
ized veterans combined and we be­
lieve that we have a rio:ht to speak 
for veterans when we de) represent 
such a great number of men who 
bv voluntaril'T joining our organiza­
tien and p::tying dues in it, indkate 
their desire to follow th~ program 
th<>t the Ameri,ean Legi,)ll has been 
fo'l')wing tll1'01)O'h the veal's. 

Our organization is a democratic 
organization and works from the 
bottom up, and no·t from the top 
down. The pro,grams of t.he Amer-
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ican Legion are adopted by con­
ven~ion or by executive committee 
ac,tion. 'llha~ action must come 
from the smallest unit, which i3 a 
Post in the American Legion. I 
say that to you just to preface 
what I have to say about the pro­
gram of the American Legion EO 
that you will know that it is no,t 
my pregram. I am the spokesman 
for the American Legion and r 
speak only about the program or 
activities that have been adopted 
by a legislative body of the Legion. 

r suppose that the first program 
that I should say anything to you 
about, because it i3 as important 
to y:m here in Maine as it is to any­
one else in America, and while we 
speak of course from the national 
le"islative program, r am sure you 
will be interested to know what we 
are thinking about with reference 
to veterans h:msing. 

T;~e vetenns h:msing in my ocin­
ion and in the oninion oJ the Amer­
ican Legion is one of the most press­
ing problems facing the natioYl to­
day. I am sure that is also true in 
Maine. At our San Francisco con­
ven~i8n we anpointed seven YJlmg 
World War II men as a nlU:mal 
h:msing cJmmittee to study the 
problem, find out what the bottle­
necks were, and see if we could 
re~ommend some plan thlt would 
chlnge 0:' eliminlt? tho-se pyoblems. 
These men were picked from prc'p­
er geographic:ll position, ove;' the 
country so that they might go back 
into their own state,s and into the 
seven st'tt2S immediltely surround­
ing thei.r own to m1ke surveys and 
investigati:ms. So for three months 
after th2 Nltional Convention they 
went back into the eight states as­
~igned to th~m, seven and their 
own, and made their investi<:;ltiGns 
and surveys, Then they went to 
Washington where the entire com­
mittee met in what we nll?(1 a 
Court of Inquiry where they cllled 
before them all of the Fede:-al au­
thoritie, who hwe anythim; at all 
to do with the housing progr3.m or 
with the supply M materials or 
ceilings or priorities or 101ns, and 
aLso those men from private enter­
prise who are interes,led in build­
ing or the sup~lying of materials 
or lOans. The hea:-ings there took 
the full week, seven dws, and re­
quired sixteen hundred typewrit­
ten pages to record. After thlt 
meeting the committee went out 
to Indianapoli.s, where our Nation­
al Heldquarters is located, and 

and spent two full weeks in draw­
ing up their conclusions and pro­
gram which they recommended to 
the National Executive Committee 
for adoption. The Executive Com­
mittee met in November and they 
ado,pted the pro'gram almoot as it 
was recommended by the commit­
tee by unlnimous vote. It was then 
my job to take that program to 
Wa.shington to see what we could 
do about it. I had more than two 
hours with the President of the 
United states, hims·elf a Legion­
naire, going Gver our findings, pOint 
by point, and the program thlt hld 
been adopted. He appointed two 
new men in the housing set-up, 
Mr. Foley, who had been Federal 
Housing Administraetor, and Mr. 
Oreeden 25 the new Housing Ex­
pediter. After tho·se appointments 
were made, they asked us to come 
down to the office and discuss our 
pre gram with them. :\I[embers of 
my staff, a'5 well as their staff, met 
for two full days in going over our 
rc::cmmendations and proge'am 
p:Jint by point. and I am glad to 
report to you thlt eighty per cent 
of the rEcGmmendatio,ns made in 
car housing p:'ognm have been 
adop~ed by the Federal Housing 
Admin:stration. 

We hope therefo're that some re­
U ef will be seen in the ve,y nelr 
future; we hO'De within a six months 
peried; but Ive honestly believe b~­
fore the ye'tr has passed we will 
hlve passed the cri.sis in ve,etans 
housing. 

I said that eighty per cent of the 
recommendations are incorporated 
in the new housing reguhticns. We 
are not satisfied with that, l:;ecaus.~ 
scme of the thing's that are not 1'ec­
ommen::ed are tile very things that 
are of most impcrtance, so we are 
introducing j'2gislation in the Con­
gress to include all of the recom­
m(mdati~ns made by this 1troup of 
young World War II men, We l,(C­
cmmended that price ce;]:ngs be 
eJimimlted on mat'3ria's so that 
materials could get into the hands 
oi legitimate dealers and not he di­
verted into black market as they 
have be'2n while price ceilings were 
off. We recommenied that priorit:es 
for veterans be erminated so that 
anyone who wanted to build a house 
and live in it could build it, or that 
anyor:·~ who wanted to build a house 
for sale or for rent could build it, 
provided he held it for a p3riod cf 
sixty days for a veteran to have the 
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refusal either to buy it or to rent 
it. 

We recommended that some in­
centive be given to builders or in­
vestors who wanted to build houses 
for rent, multiple unit houses. We 
fcund in a E.epaJate survey that the 
great majority of veterans did not 
want to buy; they wanted to rent. 
They realized at present inflated 
prices, which required them to pay 
eight to ten or twelve thousand dol­
lars for a four to six thousand dollar 
he-use, was not a w,se investment, 
even though many real estate men 
and builders had told them that 
with their G. r. lean and the mort­
gage loan that they could get from 
the banks was suffi~ient and they 
did not need to bother about the 
value of the house; if they finally 
fJund they could not pay it just 
forgE>t about it; hut 'bhey did neot 
t.ell them they could never own 
property again until they had taken 
care of the deficiency. 

So we found many of our young 
men who were tryin<; to raise a 
family and were anxious to get a 
home and rais.e a family in the 
American way stuck with a property 
fo,r which he had p:lid eight or ten 
thousand dolhrs that was a8tually 
worth cnly four or six thousand 
dollars. The others who knew about 
that did not 'WaClt to make the same 
mic:take; tbe:' wlnts,d '['0 renb. Tllere 
was no incentive for a man who 
wanted to invest in rental property 
to build that property, so the new 
regulations which ar02 adopted still 
provide no incentive for that pur­
pose. 

We ask trae rent ceilings be main­
tained until at least 10ur million new 
units will have been complet·zd s;nce 
V. J. Day. We believe that when 
feur million units have been com­
pleted that 1;.'1e criEis will have b2en 
passed and there will be no more 
reason perhaps f Jr holding on such 
a tight ceiling on rents. We recom­
men:'02d also that if there \\Ca, an 
absolute necessity for increas:ng 
rent ceilings, and that provided a 
way for hearings for such increases, 
that no more than ten per cent te 
allowed in any case. 

Now I repeat that tJ you, because 
I know you have a housing problem 
in M:line. and I want you to know 
wha:t we are doing a'Jout it from a 
national p~int of view, became per­
h:lps you will attempt to do some­
thing about it in the state. It is 
nJt a1to;Tpthpr a St,te matter, but 
it certainly is not altogether a n:l-

tional matter or a federal matter, 
and it must be met in Maine and 
in Pennsylvania and in the other 
states of the Union just as it must 
be met head-on by our federal au­
thorities. 

We have a program which is 
printed in booklet form, and we have 
already sent out fifty thous:md cop­
ies. If any of you have a committee 
which is dealing with the problem, 
we will be very happy to make cop­
ies of our program available to you 
fe·r your study and for your guid­
ance and for suggestions that you 
might want to follow. 

I also want to discuss with you 
for a minute and I do not want Ito 
take too much of your time-but I 
want to discuss with you another 
legislative matter, which is a fed­
eral matter, to be sure, but in which 
I believe you must have a vital in­
terest, and that is the matter of our 
national security. 

The Amerkan Legion, since its in­
ception, has been interested in an 
adequate national defense for this 
nat:on. For twenty-eight years we 
were crying for adequate national 
defense and insisting upon univer­
sal military training. but our cries 
fell on deaf ears, and when the Jap 
bombs started to fall at Pearl Har­
bor we found our nation just as 
much unprepared for war as they 
had been twenty-six years before; 
and so our sons and many of us 
were again called into the service, 
the Army and the Navy and the Air 
Forces and the Marine Corps, at a 
time when our nation was utterly 
unprepared. Thanks to our indus­
trial might, we were able to supplv 
our allies with Ithe implements of 
war and the gadgets that were need­
ed to hold off a common enemy un­
til we could train manpower. And 
you know what happened: our boys 
browrht home a gl::>rious victory. 
But the margin between vi~tory and 
defeat was much closer this time 
than it was in 1917 and 1918. 

We do not believe the same thing 
can ever happen again; we believe 
that the next time war strikes-and 
there is no guarantee th:lt it will 
not strike again-that we will not 
helVe an opportunitv to train our 
manpower. We believe that with 
,the atom bomb and the develop­
ments in the airplane and the guid­
ed missile, and the other mechan­
ical implements of war, that when 
the enemy strikes at us again they 
wi.l strike at our industrial centers 
so that they will wipe out the pos-
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I)ibility of supplying any ally we 
might have with the implements of 
war that would be necessary to hold 
off an enemy while we trained our 
manpower. 

So we are insisting upon an ade­
quate national defense that will be 
so strong that no foreign aggressor 
will ever dare to attack us. We are 
insisting upon universal military 
training as the first advance in a 
program of national defense, not 
because we want another war, for 
we know the grim side of war; all 
of us have fou~ht in one and many 
of us in two of our great wars, and 
so we know the unglamorous side of 
war and we want no more of it. We 
had sons in this war; we do not 
want our grandsons in the next one. 

I have my son travelli.ng with !TIe, 
a member of the Amencan LeglOn. 
I do not want my grandson ever to 
be a member of' the American Le­
giun, because I know wha.t it takes 
to qualify for membershIp. 

And so we want an adequate na­
tional defense, a defens·e so strong 
that we will nev,er have war again; 
and I am sure that all of you as 
real American citizens agree with 
that point of view. But, until we 
have some kind of an organization 
that can guarantee peace to the 
\;'orld, we must talk in words of 
strength, for the only nation in the 
world today who could wage war 
0;1 a scale that wars are waged to­
day knows no other language. And 
I think I should perhaps be a little 
more frank than to say "another 
n:'tion" which might wage war and 
tell you who I think the other na­
tion is that would be capable of 
waginsr war. 

Gr'eat Britain, as you know, is 
now a second-rate nation, her do­
minions are leaving one by one so 
far as a national defense set-up is 
concern'ed or an ally. for that mat­
tEr, in time of war. So Great 
B~itain can never be consid'ered 
again as a cushion between Europe 
and the United States. France is 
certainlv a second-rate power, and 
I doubt if she eve: gets into any 
other status. Italy is way less than 
a second-rate power; and we have 
armies of occupation in Germany 
and Japan to Bee to it that neither 
of these natiors ever become a 
power at all. So it leav,es only one 
nation that might be called a first­
rate nation to wage war. if war 
should come. be.sides ourselves. and 
that nation is Russia. 

Russia today is an a!2'gressor na­
tion. The Ass:stant Seaetary of 

State, in testimony before the com­
mittee in the House and in the 
Senate just last week, made that 
statement. I unders,tand that Mr. 
Sa:in did not like it very well, but 
Mr. Marshall, our great Secretary 
o~ State-General Marshall to me, 
and to you perhaps-answered their 
note of protest Ly saying there was 
not much you could do about a 
fact. He did not say it in exactly 
thos'e words, but, if you read his 
message, that is what he said. 

And so our State Department as 
well as our national defense 
l:;~'anches recognize the fact that 
Russia is a threat to our peace and 
to our security. Today they are 
vi~lating the neutrality act with 
S'Veden by firing guided missiles 
from Spitzbergen, thirtv-five hun­
ered miles over the North Pole from 
Chicago, Cleve:and and Detroit; 
and thev are violating the.se neu­
trality laws simply to see how far 
these guided missiles will carry, and 
they are firing them 3500 miles. 
Now is that 'In act of peace. or is 
th~t an act of warning? In my 
book it is an act of warning, and 
I believe we must be prepared to 
meet that threat. 

So I am in.sisting, as a spokesman 
of the American Legion. that Con­
gress give us some kind of universal 
nilitaYy training. Now We need 
your heln, as we have had it many 
times before, in momoria'izing Con­
gress to give us the kind of de­
f::mse necessary to protect our na­
tional security. 

I am sure you have been following 
the propo'sed cuts in the fei,eral 
budget. six billion dolhrs cut in 
the federal budget. one billion of it 
to come from the United Phtes 
Army, $275 (}8'0 (Jo()') from the United 
States N:lvy, $5000(}O,OJO from the 
appropriation to the Army for the 
purpose of feedinsr the st:lrving 
people in the countries that are 
occupied by our armed fca:ces; $200-
OOO(Jo:JO from the Veterans Adminis­
tration. 

The American Legicn, sin~e its 
inception, h:ls insisted upon ef­
ficiency in government ani e~onomy 
in government. We w:lnt the budget 
cut; we want the government to 
operate efficiently and e~onomically, 
we want taxes reduced, but we do 
no,t wa.nt the budge't cut or tlxeS 
reduced at the cost of our n'ttional 
security or a.t the cost of disabled 
veterans. We want the budsret cut 
where t.he bureaucra:ts are the most 
numerous and where the reel tape 
is the thickest and where efficiency 
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would really mean something in 
government. but we do not believe 
there would be any economy at all 
in jeonardizing our national security 
at the cost of our disabled veterans. 

And so we insist that the budQ'et 
be cut, to be sure, but we insist 
also that the reserve training pro­
gram and the aeronauti~al program 
of our Navy not be hampered; we 
insist tha.t the cut to the Army be 
not great enou;;h tp .endanger. ul!-i­
versal military trammg; we mSlst 
it would be hr cheaper to feed the 
starving millions in the occupied 
territories than to beat them, and 
we do not believe unless we feed 
them that the number of men we 
have over t.here in the Army of 
Occupation could control them. 
True we want real efficiency and 
economy in government, but we do 
not want it at the places it has 
been stated it would come. 

And so we ask the American 
people, and particularly the law­
makers of our great St,ates, to sta,nd 
behind us in our effort to prov~de 
this nation with adequate securIty 
and prov:de our veterans with the 
benefits given them by a grateful 
nation. 

Our program of military traini!lg 
is a very simple one. It would dlS­
place the young men of this country 
but very little and would still give 
us a nucleus around which to build 
in case war comes again. We are 
asking every young man when he 
reaches the' age of ei2'hteen to be 
given basic training for a period of 
four months and then be allowed 
to choose for himself how he shall 
complete the equal of a years miJ!­
tary training; four Il!onths .m bll;SIC 
trainlng and then, If he IS gomg 
to school, he can take ROTC to 
complete his training, or if he is 
going to the fa~ or factory he 
can join the NatIOnal Guard to 
compiete his year's military train­
ing, or, .if he. is taking up any 
SCiences, If he IS going to become a 
doctor. dentist. or chemi3t. he can 
complete his military training or 
period of trainin -,. as he qualifies 
for his degree. That would not be 
displacinO' the young men of our 
country very much; it would not 
be takinO' them away from home or 
church O'r their loved ones for more 
than a vacation period. 

We believe with George Wash­
ington that the citizenry pf ~his 
nation owes a part of bhelr t'me 
to the defense of their country. 
This month we oelebrated tne 

birthday of our great first President. 
If you go through any of his 
speeches or his admonitions to the 
Congress, you will find tha.t he 
always insisted that the male p:)pu­
lation of this country owei a re­
spons'billty to the defense of it. 

We in the American Legion be­
lieve that every young man is wlll­
ing and anxious to make his con­
tribution. And so this plan of ours 
is not something that we have ar­
rived at over-night; it is the result 
cf twentY-f'ight. vears of thinking 
along the line of universal military 
training; it is a grass roots Ameri­
can phn. We have contacted edu­
cational groups. religious groups, 
and farming groups and labor 
groups and other groups in this 
country that have in the past op­
posed . universal mi~itary training, 
and we believe now we have a com­
pOSite view so we can speak for the 
American people. 

Well. I am taking up too much of 
your time. I did not think I WOUld. 
But there is one other thing I would 
like to mention and then I am 

. through, and that is the importance 
of a positive program of Ameri­
canism in this country. During the 
last war we defeated Nazism and 
Fascism. we hope for all time; but 
there is another "ism" which is 
spreading over the world and which 
is ;ust as foreign, to us, ;ust as 
detrimental to our way of life as 
either of these others. and I refer 
to Communism. I believe it is time 
for every American to stand up 
and be counted for America today, 
and I am proud to head an organi­
zathn that has been ready and 
willing and anxious to knock down 
the u!'ly head of Com'TIunism wher­
ever she shows hp.rself. And so we 
are asking every loval American to 
take that same position. 

Communism has crept into every 
strata of American life. We find it 
in our schools, in our churches. in 
our labor organi~ations. in our gov­
ernment departments. and, I am 
ashamed to admit. in some of our 
veterans' organizations. In the 
Awerican Legion we have had to 
withdraw temporary charters from 
posts because they were infested 
with Communism. And so if yoU 
are not aware of the fact that this 
group has entered into every strata 
of Ameri'can life. look about you 
and vou will find they are makmg 
inroads wherever they are. And 
they are open and above-board 
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about it today. We have got to 
do something to defeat it. I think 
one of the things that has made 
us great has been the desire on 
the part of most Americans to con­
tinue to enjoy and protect the lib­
erty we have here: but Communism 
is oppOsed to our liberties, and Com­
munism, if allowed to thrive in this 
country, will destroy our American 
way of life. 

Here in New York Harbor stands 
the most celebrated statue that the 
world has ever seen or known. the 
statue of Liberty. It has been a 
beacon light to peoples of every 
land. and they have come here. your 
ancestors and mine,because tney 
knew that behind that statute free­
dom and liberty had been trium­
phant over tyranny. and they 
thought they could raise their fam­
ilies here in the American way. 

When war struck. because of our 
system which we call free enter­
prise and the profit system. we were 
able to supoly all the other nations 
of the world with the implements 
of war and the gadgets that were 
necessary and the food that was 
necessary for them to carryon. 
these allies of ours. And then when 
the shooting stopped these same 
people came to us and asked us to 
be their bread basket, their com­
munity chest, their doctor, their 
lawyer. and supplier of all of the 
necessities of life. They were peo­
ple whose government had failed 
under what they had set up. And 
so it is almost amazing to find that 
these same people - and some of 
our own people - are advocating 
these very same forei~n ideologies 
that have failed in other parts of 
the world, to supplant the thing we 
call Americanism. I say it is amaz­
ing, it is unbelievable, but it. is 
true. 

And so the time has come for 
every American to stand up and 
be counted for America. I know you 
do not need to talk like that in 
Maine, I mean I wish you did not 
have to talk like that in Maine. With 
your history and your background, 
it is almost unbelievable that things 
like that are going on here, but they 
are. It is unbelievable they are go­
ing on in Pennsylvania, the state I 
am so proud of and that all of us 
proclaim as the cradle of liberty; 
but it is going on in Pennsylvania 
and it is going on in every other 
state and every community in this 

great land of ours. I repea,t: It is 
time for us to stand up and be 
counted as Americans. And I appeal 
to you as the representatives of the 
people in this great state not to turn 
your head or close your eyes to the 
things that are about you. Recognize 
the difficulties and the threats we 
face and do something about it. 

We of the American Legion are 
carrying on and will carryon a 
great positive program of Ameri­
canism this year, an educational 
program to teach the youth, and, 
for that matter, the grown-ups, of 
the greatnc3s of America, that our 
ideology of America is greater than 
any of these foreign ideologies. But 
we need the help of the American 
people and we are calling upon you 
to give us support. 

It has been great to be here, and 
I appreciate your kind attention 
and your courtesy, and I hape that 
the next Commander of the Ameri­
can Legion, if he comes to Maine, 
can come before you and say that 
as a result of your efforts and the 
American Legion in the past we 
find that throe tl:w"eats to our way 
of life are diminishing, because I 
am confident that unless we get 
them where they are they will be 
hard to throttle if they are allowed 
to go on and on without notice. 

So I again express my thanks and 
gratitude for the opportunity of 
coming before you. Thank you very 
much. (Applause) 

At the close of the address, Gov­
ernor Hildreth and his suite retired, 
amid prolonged applause of the 
Convention, the audience risin~. 

The purpose for which the Con­
vention was assembled having been 
accomplished, the Chairman declar­
ed the Convention dissolved, and 
the Senate retired to the Senate 
Chamber, amid the applause of the 
House, the members rising. 

In the House 
Called to order by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The House is pro­
ceeding under Orders of the Day. 

If there is no further business to 
come before the House, the Clerk 
will read the notices. 

On motion by Mr. Williams of 
Auburn, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to­
morrow morning. 




