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HOUSE

Wednesday, February 26, 1947,

The Housz met according to ad-
journment, and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Roy A. Clark
of Hallowell.

Journal of vyesterday read and
approved.

The SPEAKER: The Chair at
this time notes in the balzony ths
presence of the Junior High School
students of Skowhegan, in charge of
Miss Vallizr, and on behali of the
membars of the House, we bid you
welcome here this morning. (Ap-
plause)

Papers From the Senate

From the Senate: Resolve in fav-
or of Freedom Academy (8. P. 375)
(L. D. 1859)

Came frcm the Senate referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and Financial Affairs.

In the House, relerred to the
Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs in concurrence.

From the Senate: Bill “An Act
Creating the Westport-Wiszasset
Bridge District” (8. P. 376) (L. D.
1061)

Came from the Senate referred to
the Committee on Legal Affairs.

In the House. referred to the
Committee on Legal Affairs in con-
currence.

From the Senate: Resolve Pro-
pesinz an Amendment to the Con-
stitution to Provide for a Bond Is-
sue for the Purpose of Paying a
Cash Beonus of $700 t9 Maine Vet-
erans in Worll War II (3. P. 378)
(L. D. 1860)

Resolve Proposing an Amend-
ment to the Constitution to Pro-
vide for a Bond Issue for the Pur-
pos2 of Paving a Sliding Srals
Bonus to Maine Members of the
Military and N=val Forces in Worid
War II (S. P. 379 (L. D. 1062)

Came from the Senat= referred
to the Committee on Military Af-
fairs.

In the House. referred to the
Committee on Military Affairs
concurrence.

From the Senate: Resclve Provid-
ing for State Pansion for Joseph
Pauze, of Lewiston (S. P. 395)

Came from tha Senate raferred
to the Committee on Pensions.

In the House, referred to the
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Committee on Pensions in concur-
rence.

The following Bills and Res-lves,
transmitted by the Revisor cf Stat-
utes pursuant to Joint Order, were
received, and upon recommendation
of the Committee on Reference of
Bills, were referred to the following
Committees:

Aeronautics

Bill “An Act relating to Registra-
tion of Dealers of New aana Used
Aircraft” (H. P. 1495) (Presznted by
Mr, Stearns of Hiram)

(Ordered printed)

EBill “An Act relatine to Aeronau-
tical Fund” (H. P. 1496) (Presented
by same gentleman)

(CGrdered printed)

gent up for concurreance.

Apprepriations and Financial
Affairs

Resolve in favor of Procuring
Testimonials for the Purpose of
Marking the Unmarked Graves of
the Scldiers of th=: Revolutionary
War (H. P. 1497) (Presented by Mr.
Adams of Kennebunkpo:t)

(Ordered printed)

Resclve Appropriating Money to
the “Permanent Trust Funds” to
Offset Losses (H. P. 1493) (Present-
2d by Mr. Peirce of Augusta)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Banks and Barking
Bill “An Act relating to Inactive
Savings Deposits in Banks” (H. P.
1429) (Presented by M:. Bowker
cf Portland)
(Ordered printed)
Sent up for concurrence.

Irland Fisheries and Game

Bill “An Act relating to Omne
Serson for Hunting Dcer with Bow
a»d Arrcw” (H. P. 15" (Presant-
ed by Mr. Williams of Auburn)

(Ordered printed) R

Resclve relative to Fishing in
Certain Somerset Countv Waters
(H. P. 1301) (Prever*~1 by Mr.
C.erling of Caratunk PL)

(Ordered rrinted)

Sent up for concurrenca.

Judiciary

Bl “An Act relatine to Irinri-
cvs Substances Threwn on High-
ways” (H. P. 1502) (P scented by
Mr. Christensen of Czlais)

(Crdered rrinted)

CBiil “An Art relating to Obstrre-
tions of Public Ways” (H. P. 1503)
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(Presented by Mr. Ellis of Castle
Hill)

(Qrdered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Licenses
for Lease of Real Estate by Pro-
bate Courts” (H. P. 1504) (Pre-
sented by Mr. Muskie of Water-
ville)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Obstruc-
tions of Snow and Ice on Traveled
Roads” (H. P. 1505) (Presented by
Mr. Stetson of Dixfield)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act Providing for Equi-
toble Apportionment of Estate
Taxes and Collection and Payment
Thereof” (H. P. 1506) (Presented
by Mr. Williams of Auburn)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Convic-
tion« Affecting Credibility” (H. P.
1507) (Presented by same gentle-
man)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Notice in

Trust Estates to be Sold” (H. P.
15{)8)) (Presented by same gentle-
man

(Ordered printed)
Sent up for concurrence.

Legal Affairs

Bill “An Act relating to Time of
Racing Meets” (H. P. 1509) (Pre-
itsent)ed by Mr. Brewer of Presque

le

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act to Provide for
Financing the Costs of Building and
Equioping Cocmmunity Schools” (H.
P. 15100 (Presented by Mr. Brew-
er of Presque Isle)

(1000 copies ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrznce.

Tabled and Assigned

Bill “An Act to Provide for the
Joining of Towns for the Purpose of
Providineg Better School Facilities”
(H. P. 1511) (Presented by Mr. Ran-
kin of Bridgton)

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Bridg-
ton, Mr. Rankin,

Mr. RANKIN: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I move that
L. D. 1511 Bill “An Act to Provide
for the Joining of Towns for the
Purpose of Providing Fetter School
Facilities” lie on the table and be
specially assi-ned for tomorrow.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Brideton, Mr. Rankin, moves
that B’ll “An Act to Provide for the
Joining of Towns for the Pu pose of
Providing Better School Facilities”
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(H. P. 1511) be laid on the table
and specially assigned for tomorrow,
pending reference to any commit-
tee, and that one thousand copies
be ordered printed.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-

man from Boothbay Harbor, Mr.
Perkins.
Mr. PERKINS: Mr, Speaker, I

un<erstand this is not debatable, but
I ask unanimous consent to address
the House.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins,
asks unanimous consent to address
the House. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none, and the gentle-
man may proceed.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: Not that I
want to object to this matter lying
on the table, but I do hope there
is some way that this bill can be
printed tonight. These bills, H. P.
1510 and H. P. 1511, relate to what
I understand to be the Area School
District, and several of cur towns
have articles in their respective
town warrants for the annual town
meeting next Monday, and it would
seem to me that if both of these
kills could be printed tonight, we
could have an opportunity to take
them heome with us so we could ex-
plain the situation to our citizens.
If these bills lie on the table and are
printed tomorrow night, we are not
going to get them in my judgment,
so we can take them back for Town
Meeting next Monday.

The SPEAKER: For the informa-
tion of the gentleman, the Clair
will state that the bill will be print-
ed, and will be available tomorrow
morning, if the motion of the gen-
tleman prevails.

All those in favor cf the motion
of the gentleman from Bridgton,
Mr. Rankin, that H. P. 1511, lie on
the table and be specially assigned
for tomorrow will say aye; those
opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed, and the bill was
so tabled and so assigned.

Motor Vehicles

Bill “An Act Providing for Pay-
ment of Personal Property Tax on
Trailers Bzfore Motor Vehicle Reg-
istration Permitted” (H. P. 1412)
(Presented by Mr. Legard of Bath)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.
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Public Health
Bill “An Act Repealing lLaw re-
lating to Enrichment of Flour and
Bread” (H. P. 1513) (Presented by
Mr. Brown of Unity by request)
(Ordered printed)
Sent up for concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair notes
the presence in the balcony of the
Richmond High School Students, J.
J. Tower, Teacher, and on behalf
of the members of the House, we
bid you welcome here this morn-
ing. (Applause)

Public Utilities

Bill “An Act to Define Common
Carrier by Motor Vehicle Over Ir-
regular Routes” (H. P. 1514) (Pre-
sented by Mr. Cole of Portland)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Rezula-
tion of Contract Carriers” (H. P.
1515) (Presented by Mr. Fowler of
Augusta)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Fees for
Permits and Plates for Motor Vehi-
cle Carriers” (H. P. 1516) (Presented
by same gentleman)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Defini-
tion of Interstate Carrier” (H. P.
1517) (Presented by Mr. St. Pierre
of Lewiston)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Defini-
tion of Contract Carrier” (H. P.
1518) (Presented by same gentle-
man)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Sea and Shore Fisheries

Bill “An Act relating to Regula-
tion of Smelt Fishing in Caseo Bay”
(H. P, 1519) (Presented by Mr.
Lombard of Yarmouth by request)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Taxation

Bill “An Act Increasing Gasoline
Tax” (H. P. 1520) (Presented by
Mr. Elliott of Corinth)

(1000 copies ordered printed)

Bill “An Act Providing for a
Gross Receipt Tax on Motor Car-
riers” (H. P. 1521) (Presented by
Mr. Sleeper of Rockland)

(1000 copies ordered printed)

Bill “An Act Providing Ex-
emptions for Veterans of World
War II” (H. P. 1522) (Presented by
Mr. Cousins of Fort Kent)

(1000 copies ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Temperance

Bill “An Act relating to Liquor
Licenses in Unorganized Territory
Where No Eiections are Held” (H.
P. 1523) (Presented by Mr. Fowler
of Augusta)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to Manu-
facture and Sale of Apple Cider”
(H. P. 1524) (Presented by Mr.
Marsans of Monmouth)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence,

Towns

Bill “An Act relating to Expenses
of Town and City Clerks” (H. P.
1525) (Presented by Mr. Morison of
Wilton)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act Authorizing Towns
to Expend Money on Cottage
Roads” (H. P. 1523) (Presented by
Mr. Woodbury of New Gloucester
by request)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Ways and Bridges

Bill “An Act Repealing the Town
Road Improvement Fund’ (H. P,
1527) (Presented by Mr. Sterling of
Caratunk Pl.)

(Ordered printed)

Bill “An Act relating to the Town
Road Improvement Fund” (H. P.
1528) (Presented by same gentle-
man)

(Ordered printed)

Sent up for concurrence.

Resolve Appropriating Money for
the State Aid Highway from Milli-
nocket Lake, Penobscot County (H.
P. 1529) (Presented by Mr. Boulier
of Stacyville PL)

Sent up for concurrence,

N ORDERS

On motion by Mr. Collins of
Caribou, it was

ORDERED, that there be printed
300 additional copies of H. P. 75,
L. D. 62, Joint Resolution relating
to Policy for the University of
Maine.

On motion by Mr. Meloon of
Portland, it was

ORDERED, that tomorrow,
Thursday, February 27th. under
Orders of the Day, after all spezi-
ally assigned matters have been dis-
posed of, Mr. McGlauflin of Port-
land be recognized for the purpose
of addressing the House on the
One Hundredth and Fortieth Anni-
versary of the birth of the Maine
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Poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low. ’

On motion by Mr. Burton of Milo,
it was -

ORDERED, that Mr. Ellis of
Castle Hill be excused from attend-
ance the remainder of this week
kecause of business; also that Mr.
MacPherson of Easbton be excused
from attendance because cf busi-
ness.

On motion by Mrs. Hatch of
Minct, House Ruie 25 was suspand-
ed for the remainder of today’s
session, in crder to permit smoking.

House Reports of Committees
Ought Neot to Pass

Mr. Haskell from the Committee
on Judiciary reported “Ought not
to pass” on Bill “An Aci relating
to Ccunsel Feez in Divorce Pro-
ceedings” (H. P. 338) (L. D. 211)

epert was read and accepted.

Tabled and Assigned

Mr. Haskell from the Committes
on Judiciary reported “Ought not
to pess” on Resolve Proposing an
Amendment to the Constitution
Changing the Date of the General
Electicn (H. P. 56) (L. D. 59)

(Gn mostion by Mr. Jalbert of
Lewisten, tabled pending acceptance
of Committee Report and specially
gfgigned for Wednesday, March

)

Tabled and Assigned

Mr. Peirce from the Committee
on Judiciary reported “Ought not
to pass” on Bill “An Act relating
to Date of General Eleztions” (H. P.
55) (L. D. 58)

(On mction by Mr. Jalbert of
Lewiston, tabled pending accen-
tance of Committee Report and
specially assigned for Wednesday,
March 5th)

Mr. Anderson from the Commit-
tee on Lzgal Affairs reported “Ought
nei to pass” on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Nctizce as to Suffiziency of
Safeguards” (H. P. 855) (L. D. 510)

Mr. Snow from same Commibtee
reported same on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Certificatz of Buildinzs”
(H. P. 857) (L. D. 512)

Mr. Woodworth from same Com-
mittee reported same on Bill “An
Aci relatint to Investigation by
Insurance Commissioner in Fire

_substitution of the bill

LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, FEBRUARY 26, 1947

Prevention” (H. P. 858) (L. D. 513)
Reporis were read and accepied.

Mr, DeSanctis from the Commit-
tee on Temperance reported “Cught
net to pass” on Bill “An Act to
Prohibit Music, Dancing or Enter-
tainment on Certain Premises Li-
censed fcr the Sale of Liquor” (H.
P. 1099) L. D. 674)

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: in order to
state the reasons for thes introduc-
tion of this bill, I now move the
for the
“Ought not to pass” report of the
commiftee.

If you will refer to the bill, or
perhaps ycu do not need to refer to
it, you will find that it is designed
to prohibit music, dancing or enter-
tainment on restaurant premises
licensed for the sale of malt bev-
erages by the glass.

Now if you have lived anywhere
near one of these restaurants li-
censed for sale by the glass or if
you have been associated with the
government of any municipality
where these premises are located, or
if you have come in contact with
them in other ways, you will find
that it makes the control of the
sale of alcoholic beveragss much
more difficult for enforcement
agencies.

It happens that I was City Solici-
tor in Auburn for four years dur-
ing the war period, and that was the
only difficulty that we had at that
time in connection with the handl-
ing of the liquor problem in our
city, and that was through the res-
taurant outlets where dancing or
entertainment was permitted on the

remises. In regard to these par-
ticular places we received complaint
after complaint from the Armed
Forces. We received comulaints frem

- local agencies, and I think you will

agree with me that ocur experience
was not unique.

If you watch the vote in our ref-
erendums in connection with the
sale of malt beverages through res-
taurant outlets, you will find that
that question always has the largest
‘“no” vote with the exception of a
few places wherz they do not have
State stores or do not want State
stores, and you will also find that
the ‘no” vote increases from year to
vear. Now there is some reason for
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this. There is community after
community in this State that has
ncw voted not to allow sales in
restaurants that permitted it a few
years ago. As a very striking illus-
tration, I point cut one city and
one town in this state that voted
“no” on these two questions last
elzcticn. Those two places are the
tcwn of Sanford and the City of
Biddeford. There is one other large
city, cne of the largest cities in this
State, where one of the mest in-
fluential organizations in this city
is working on this problem, and it
will not be surprising if in that city
they should vcte “no” on this same
question two years hence.

I submit to you this propoesition:
That if the restaurant proprietors
and the dispensers of malt bever-
ages want the sale of malt beverages
through restaurants prohibited en-
tirely, one of the surest ways to
bring about that result is to allow
dancing and entertainment to con-
tinue cn such premises.

Now it may be that that is a de-
sirable result. Perhaps you will be in
favor of it, but in the meantime con-
ditions get worse and worse ahboub
some of these premises until you
will get the net result they have in
Sanford and the result they have in
Biddeford. Many of the places are
making an hcnest attempt to con-
trol the situation and are doing the
best they can, but no matter how
carefully it is done it is much more
difficult with amusements on the
premises.

It seems to me that allowing
dancing and special entertainment
cn the premises where malt bever-
ages are scld is definitely calculated
to increase consumption of alcgholic
beverages, which we were told at
the time of the repeal of the pro-
hibitory law would not be done.

If we want to continue the situa-
tion as it now is, there are several
pcssibilities.  You and I are hear-
ing about them every day. We hear
about them more {frzquently and
one is this: Prchibiting the sale of
all intoxicating beverages by the
glass, allowing only sales in retail
stores. The last few months I
have been heaving repz2atedly from
people who believe that the State
should handle the sale of all al-

cchelic  beverages. That would
mean deoing away with all retail
cutlats. If we want to continue the

way we are doing, I believe these
people who are dispensing malt
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baverages will have to ke willing
tn have .aore drastic reiulations.

I move the substitution of the
bill for the report.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
frem Auburn, Mr. Wiliams, moves
to substitute the bill fcr the “Ought
not to pass” repo:t of the ccmmit-
tee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Madison, Mr. DeSanctis.

Mr. DeSANCTIS: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the House: This
bill here did not seam feasible at
this time bacause since 1933 the
State has been in the business, and
su have 9 few others, of selling malt
beverag:ss and liqucr. Now we have
a Liquor Ccmmission that has an
enforcement division, and if the
enfcrcement division of the Liquor
Commission cannot control these
premises by revcking the licenses,
it is time to get cut of the liquor
business altogether. I houp2 the
motion of the gentleman from Au-
burn, Mr. Wililams, will not pre-

vail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Lew-
iston, Mr. Malenfant.

Mr. MALENFANT: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the Houge: I am
one hundred per cent in faver of
Mr. Williams’ bill. As it is at ths
present time, the restaurants, the
sg-called beer parlors, are nothing
rut a nuisancz. That is the way
tae young people start to drink.
They mest bad company and fall
into a life of evime. I hope we all
support Mr. Williams’ bill.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

The qguestion beforz the House is
on the moticn of the geatleman
frem Auburn, Mr, Williams, that
Bill “An Act to Prohibit Mrsic,
Dancine or Entertainment on Cer-
tain Premises Licensed for the Sale
of Liquor” (H. P. 109%) (L. D. 674)
be substituted for the “Ought not
to pass” report of the committee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man frcm Auburn, Mr. W lliams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Spezaker, I
ask for a division.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
Irom Auburn. Mr. Williams, requests
a division. AIl th-se in favor of
the motion of th> gentleman from
Auburn, Mr. Williams, will p'zase
risz and remain standing until the
monitors have mads and returned
tleir ccunt.

A division was had.
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Fifty-eight having voted in the
affirmative and fifty-six in the neg-
ative, the motiorr prevailed, and
the bill was substituted for the
“Ought not to pass” report of the
cummittee, . .

This being a printed bill, under
suspension of the rules it was giv-
en its two several readings and to-
morrow assigned.

Mr. FOLEY from the Committee
on Tempsrance reported “Ought not
to pass” on Bill “An Act to Regulate
Eligibility of Premises for which
Liquor Licenses May Be Granted.”
(H. P. 1101) (L. D. 676)

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Auburn,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Sveaker and
Members of the House: I now move
substitution of the bill for the
“Ought not to pass’ report of the
committee. .

I dislike having to disagree with
the committee so often, but this
bill can do no harm, as I see it,
and it seems to me that its purpose
is worthy and it is highly desirable.

We have had on our books for
years the restriction that restaur-
ants could not procure licenses if
they were located within three hun-
dred feet of the designated places
here in this bill, that is, schools,
school dormitories, churches, chap-
els, or parish houses.

There was some confusion in the
wording of the statute, and some
parts of it made it appear that it
was probably the intention to make
that apply equally to hotels. How-
ever, it did not do so, and this bill
merely provides that the same three
hundred foot restriction shall apply
equally to hotels and restaurants,
that is, that the front entrance of
your school must be at least three
hundred feet by the ordinary course
of travel from the entrance of the
hotel.

Now if this bkill applied to hotels
that now had licenses, I could well
understand the objection to the
bill: but if a hotel now has a license
it may continue to have that license
renewed regardless nf the far~t that
a church or a school may be located
next door. It can also continue
to have that license renewed even
though a church or a school may
move into that neighborhocd and
establish within that three hundred
feet. so that it does not affect in
any way these hotels of ours that
are now licensed to sell alcoholic
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beverages on their premises; it
merely prevents new hotels being
erected across the street from a
school or within three hundred feet
and then acquiring a license that
would permit the sale of alcoholic
beverages. It also prohibits, of
course, premises that are remodelled
into a hotel doing the sams thing.
Therefore, I sincerely believe that
we should apply this three hundred
foot restriction. I do not think that
you or I or any other resident of the
State of Maine having children at-
tending school want any place
operating next door or across the
street in the sale of alcoholic bev-
erages.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Williams, moves
that the bill be substituted for the
“Ought not to pass” report of the
committee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Auburn, Mr. W.lliams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker,
when the vote is taken, I ask for a
division.

The SPEAKER: Is the House
ready for the question?

All those in favor of the motion
of the gentleman from Auburn, Mr.
Williams, will please rise and re-
main standing until the monitors
have made and returned the count.

A division was had.

Seventy having voted in the af-
firmative and twenty-nine in the
negative, the motion prevailed, and
the bill was substituted for the
“Ought not to pass” report of the
committee,

This being a printed bill, under
suspension of the rules it was given
its two several readings and tomor-
row assigned.

Qught to Pass in New Draft

Mr. Burton from the Committee
on Counties on Bill “An Act Com-
pensating Gardiner G. Deering of
Bath, for Duties as Recorder” (H.
P. 165) (.. D. 120) reported same
in g new draft (H. P. 1530) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”

Report was read and accepted
and the new draft ordered printed
under the Joint Rules.

Table and Assigned

Mr. Snow from the Committee on
Legal Affairs on Bill “An Act re-
lating to the Appointment, Term ot
Office and Removal of the City
Clerk of the city of Lewiston” (H.
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P. 670) (L. D. 4585) reported same
in a new draft (H. P. 1531) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”

(On motion by Mr. Malenfant of
Lewiston, tabled pending acceptance
of Committee Report, the new draft
ordered printed, and specially as-
signed for Thursday, March 6th)

Mr. Woodworth from the Com-
mittee on Legal Affairs on Bill “An
Act relating to Civil Service Rules
for Police and Fire Departments”
(H. P. 248) (L. D. 175) reported
same in a new draft (H. P. 1532)
under same title and that it “Ought
to pass.”

Report was read and accepted
and the new draft ordered printed
under the Joint Rules.

CGught to Pass
Printed Bills

Mr, Atherton from the Commit-
tee on Legal Affairs reported
“Qught to pass” on Bill “An Act re-
lating to the City of Brewer High
§4C§1)001 District” (H. P. 931) (L. D.

Mr. Rankin from same Commit-
tee reported same on Bill “An Act
to Incorporate the Hartland School
District” (H. P. 851) (L. D. 507)

Mr. Snow from same Committee
reported same on Bill “An Act Pro-
viding for the Perambulation of the
Maine and New Hampshire Bound-
ary Line” (H. P. 850) (L. D. 508)

Mr. Weeks from same Commit-
tee reported same on BIill “An Act
relating to Penalty for Town Offi-
cers’ Neglect in Fire Prevention”
(H. P. 856) (L. D. 511)

Same gentleman from same
Committee reported same on Bill
“An Act to Amend the Act Pro-
viding for the Retirement of Pire-
men in the citv of Augzusta upon
Half Pay” (H. P. 848) (L. D. 504)

Mr. Woodwaogth from same Com-
mittee reported same on Bill “An
Act relating to the Filline of Vacan-
cies in the Superintendinz Srhool
Committee in the town of Pairfield”
(H. P. 859) (L. D. 514)

Reports were read and accepted
and the Bi'ls, having already been
printed, were read twice under sus-
pension of the rules and tomorrow
assigned.

Ought to Pass with Committee
Amendment
Mr, Bickford from the Committee
on Counties on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Rental for the Western
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Somerset Municipal Court” (H. P.
651) (L. D. 450) reported “QOught
to pass” as amended by Commitiee
Amendment “A” submitted there-
with.

Report was read and accepted
and the Bill, having already been
printed, was read twice under sus-
pension of the rules.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:

Committee Amendmnt “A” to H.
P. 651, L. D. 450, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Rental for the Western
Somerset Municipal Court.”

Amend said Bill by striking out

the underlined words at the end of
said Bill and inserting in place
thereof the following underlined
words:
‘Rental for such rooms or facilities
shall be paid from the county of
Somerset in the sum of $350, an-
nually, in quarterly payments.’

Committee Amendment “A” was
adopted and tomorrow assigned for
third reading of the Bill.

Mr. Hammond from the Commit-
tee on Counties on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Rental for the Old Town
Municipal Court” (H. P. 235) (L. D.
164) reported “Ought to pass” as
amended by Committee Amendment
“A” submitted therewith.

Report was read and acczpted and
the Bill, having already been print-
ed, was read twice under suspension
of the rules.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:

Committee Amendment “A” to H.
P. 235, L. D. 164, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Rental for the Old Town
Municipal Court.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
in the 6th and Tth lines of that
part designated “Sec. 9.” thereof,
the underlined words “in quarterly
payments, the sum of $750 annual-
Iy” and inserting in place thereof
the following underlined words:
‘the sum of $750, annually, in quar-
terly payments’

Commibtee Amendment “A” was
adopted and tomorrow zssigned for
third reading cf the BIll.

Mr. Chase from the Committee on
Counties on Bill “An Act relating
to Rental for the Millinocket Mu-
nicipal Court” (H. P. 823) (L. D.
476) reported “Ought to pass” as
amended by Committee Amendment
“A” submitted therewith.

Reéport was read and accepted and
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the Bill, having already been print-
ed, was read twice under suspension
of the rules. :

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerx as follows:

Committee Amendmeant “A” to H.
P. 823, L. D. 476, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Rental for the Millinocket
Municipal Airport.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
the underlined words in the 9th
line of that part designated “Sec.
147 thereof, and inserting in place
thereof the following underlined
words: ‘the sum of $750 annually,
in quarterly payments’

Committee Amendment “A” was
adopted and tomorrow assigned for
third reading of the Bill.

First Reading of Printed Bills

Bill “An Act Repealing the Law
r:lating to Prior Convictions in
Offenses Against the Liquor Law”
(II. P. 1477 (L. D. 1091)

Bill “An Act relating to Income
Accruing to the State” (H. P. 1478)
(L. D. 1092)

Bills were read twice and to-
morrow assigned.

Passed to Be Engrossed

Bill “An Act relating to Registra-
tion or Transfer of Securities to or
by Piduciaries or Their Nominees”
(S. P. 82) (L. D. 108)

Bill “An Act relating to the
Amortization of Premiums and the
Accumulaticn of Discounts on
Bonds or Other Obligations Held in
Trust” (S. P. 85) (L. D. 111)

Bill “An Act relating to Expenses
of Town Collectors and Treasurers
in Attending Meetings” (S. P, 103)
(L. D. 202)
 Bill “An Act relating to Regula-
tion of Employment Agencies” (S.
P. 128) (L. D. 285)

Bill “An Act relating to the Is-
suance cf Dealer’s Registration” (S.
P. 218) (L. D. 57D
_Bill “An Act relating to Inspec-
tion of Motor Vehicles” (S. P. 219)
(L. D. 570

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed . and sent to the Senate.

Tabled
Bill “An Act relating to the Can-
ning and Shipping of Clams” (S.
P. 235) (L. D. 645)
(Was reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, and

on motion by Mr. Emerson of North
Haven, tabled pending third read-
ing)

Bill “An Act Defining and Auth-
orizing the Use of a System of
Plane Cocrdinates for Designating
and Stating Positions of Points on
the Surface of the Earth Within
the State of Maine” (H. P. 170) (L.
D. 150)

Bill “An Act to Change the Name
of the Maine Universalist Conven-
tion” (H. P. 495) (L. D. 317)

Bill “An Act relating to System
of Records and Accounting by
Maine Teachers' Retirement Board”
(H. P. 497 (L. D. 319)

Bill “An Act relating to Duties of
the Deputy Treasurer of State” (H.
P. 498) (L. D. 320)

Bill “An Act to Authorize the
town of York to Consfruct Tide
Water Gates” (H. P. 603) (L. D.
374)

Bill “An Act Validating Certain
Divorces” (H. P. 920) (L. D. 544)

Resolve in favor of the town of
Sullivan (S. P. 64) (L. D. 39)

Resolve Designating an Expira-
tion Date for thes Civilian Defense
Act (H. P. 843) (L. D. 538)

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills
read the third time, Resolves read
the second time, all passed to be
engrossed and sent to the Senate.

Amended Bill

Bill “An Act relating to Disposi-
tion of Uncollectible Accounts Due
the State” (H. P. 220) (L. D. 158)

Was repcrted by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to bes en-
grossed as amended and sent to
the Senate.

Finally Pa%sed
Emergency Measure

Resolve in favor of Maine Mari-
time Academy (H. P. 838) (L. D.
£95)

Was reported by the Committee
cn Engrossed Bills as {ruly and
strictly engrossed. This hkeinz an
emergency measure and a two-
thirds vcte of the entire elected
membership of the House being
necessary, a division was had. 113
voted in favor of same and none
against, and accordingly, the Re-
solve was, finally passed, sizned by
the Speaker and sent to the Senate.
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Passed to be Enacted

An Act relative to the Limington,
Hollis and Waterboro Game Pre-
serve (H. P. 433) (L. D. 257)

An Act relative to Open Season
on Raccoons (H. P. 435) (L. D. 297)

An Act to Extend the Charter of
the Patten Weater and Power Com-
pany (H. P. 506) (L. D. 327)

An Act to Extend the Charter of
the Vanceboro Water Company (H.
P. 507) (L. D. 328)

An Act Repealing Rangeley Game
Preserve in Franklin and Oxford
Counties (H. P. 603) (L. D. 408)

An Act relative to Closing Run-
nell’s Brogk to Hunting and Trap-

ping of Fur-Bearing Animals (FH.
P. 608) (L. D. 409) .
An Act relating to Licenses for

Dealers in Deer Skins and Heads (H.
P. 607) (L. D. 373

An Act Amending the Charter of
the Brunswick and Topsham Water
District (H. P. 622) (L. D. 411)

An Act Releasing to the City of
Bangor the State’s Interest in the
Bed of Kenduskeag Stream in said
Bangor (H. P. 1137) (L. D. 683)

Resolve  Autherizing the State
Tax Assesscr to Convey Certain In-
terest of the State In Lands in
Washington County to Alvah B. Al-
exander, et als. ¢f South Gardiner
(H. P. 191) (L. D. 136)

Resclve, Establishing the Opening
Date for Open Water Pishing in
Sabbathdesy Lake in Cumberland
County (H. P. 438) (L. D. 300)

Resolve Authorizing the State
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In-
terest of the State in Lands in
Washingion County to Stanley J.
Hinch, of Danforth (H. P. 632) (L.
D. 412)

Resolve Autherizing the State Tax
Asgessor to Convey Certain Infe est
of the State in Lands in Washing-
ton County to Hinch and Company,
irlxg) cf Danforth (H. P. 633) (L. D.

Resclve Regulating Pishing in
Fast Pond Stream, town of Smith-
field Scmerset County (H. P. 653)
(L. D. 454)

Resclve Regulating Fishing in
Hatchery Brock in the town of Bel-
grade, Kennebec County (H. P. 657)
(L. D. 455)

Resolve Authorizing the State
Tax Assesscr to Convey Certain In-
terest of the State in Lands in
Aroostook County to Ralph M. Rch-
inson of Sherman Mills (H. P. 881)
(L. D. 493)
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Resclve Authorizing the State
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In-
terest of the State in Lands in Pis-
cataquis County to Ernest G. Hath-~
orn of Bradford. Maine, and Mabel
I. Lafland, as heirs-at-law of Iva
M. Hathorn, deceased, late of said
Medford Township (H. P. 884) (L.
D. 496)

Resclve Authorizing the State
Tax Assessor to Convey Certain In-
terest of the State in Lands in Pis-
cataquis County to Mabel I. Lafland
of Medford Township (H. P. 885) (L.
D. 497)

Were reported hy the Committee
ocn Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to be
enacted, Resoclves finally passed, all
signed by the Speaker and sent to
the Senate.

Orders of the Day

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the first tabled
and today assigned matter, House
Majority Report “Ought to pass,”
and Minority Report “Ought not to
pass” of the2 Committee on Ju-
diciary on Bil “An Act Declaring
Greater Po:tland Public Develop-
ment Commissicn as a State
Agency.” (IT. P. 58) (L. D. 45),
tabled on February 20th by the
gentleman frcm Portland, Mr. Has-
k=11, pending acceptance of either
rezport; and the Chair recognizes
that gentleman.

Mr., HASKFLL: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: In view of
certain facts  which  have this
morning besn called to the atten-
tion of those interested in this
measure, and to enable the partizs
possibly to resolve their currently
existing differences of opin‘on,
w'thout the neec cf taking the time
of the Hovsz in debate, and to the
ead that these parties may firther
cenfer, I would now move that this
bill lie on the tab’e pending ac-
ceptance of e'ther report.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Haskell, moves
that the two reports be laid ¢n the
table pending a~ceptence of either

igport;’ Is this the pleasure of the
preliioN,
The metion preveiled, and the

reparts were so tabled.

On motion by Mr. Woodwarth of
Fairfield, the House voted to take
from the takle the ninth tabled
and unassigned matter, “Rasolve
Proposing an Amendment to the



308

Constitution Providing for a Limi-
tation on the Power to Assess ’I‘axe§
upon Real and Personal Estate.
(H. P. 1395 (L. D. 986), transmit-
ted by Revisor of Siatutes pursu-
ent to Joint Order. In House,
Committee of Reference of Bills
suggested reference to Committee
on Judiciary; tabled on February
19th by Mr. Woodworth pending
reference, and on further motion
bv the same gentleman, the Bill
was referred to the Committee on
Taxation and sent up for concur-
rence.

On motion by Mr. Chase of Cape
Elizabeth, the House vcted to take
from the table the tenth tabled
and unassigned matter, Senate Re-
port “Ought to pszss” as Amende,gl
by Committee Amendment “A”,
from the Committee on Banks and
Banking on Bill “An Act Guaran-
teeing Loans for Veterans.” (8. P.
77) (L. D. 104) In Senate Amend-
ment “A” adopted and the Bill was
passed to be engrossed as amend-
ed. In the House, tabled on Feb-
ruary 20th by Mr. Chasz vending
acceptance of report in concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from .Cape
Elizabeth, Mr. Chase.

Mr. CHASE: Mr. Speaker, I ta-
bled this.bill awaiting the decision
on another matter, the considera-
tion of which has just been longer
deferred. I do not want to hold it
up any longer but there is subject
matter in the bill to which I think
the attention of the House should
be called. It is L. D. 104. This is
a law which was enacted as part
-of Veterans’ legislation in 1945, and
the bill befcre you proposes a min-
or amendment, and another amend-
ment is also presented as a Com-
mittee Amendment. I have no ob-
jection to the amendment. The
law itself may or may not have been
objectionable, but I should like to
read the first sentence in the law
as it is now. Under the heading of
“Guaranteed Ioans for Veterans
arrd Minors” which would appear
to give the intent of the law there
appears this language: “Without
reoard to anv other provision of
law, trust companies of this state
are authorized to make or buy and
sell any loan, secured or unsecured,
which is insured or guaranteed in
any manner in part or in whole by
the United States or anyv instri-
mentalitv thereof. or bv this State
of instrumentality thereof, or for
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which there is a commitment to so
insure or guarantee, cr for which
a conditional guarantee has been
issued.”

There is no word in that sentence
which limits its application to vet-
erans loans in any manner, and,
under the provisions of that sen-
tence, while it is the law, any in-
strumentality of this State which
guarantees any lcan, even to the
extent of one per cent of that loan,
will, by that action., make that Isan
a l2gal investment for any bank in
Maine, if the amendment is adopt-
ed; and if the further amendment
is adopted, any insurance company
in the State of Maine and any
dealer, person or broker, would be
authorized to represent in any part
of this land that any obligation or
note, in whole or in part, guaran-
teed by any instrumentality of
Maine is a legal investment for any
bank or insurance company in the
State of Maine.

I should like to call the attention
of the House to the fact that while
that remains the law, the word
“instrumentality” should be used
with great caution. I move the reg-
ular order.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the acceptance of the report of
the committee. Is it now the pleas-
ure of the Hous2 to accept the re-
port of the committee?

The motion prevailad. and the
Report was accepted, bill was then
given its two several readings.

Committee Amendment “A”
read by the Clerk as foilows:

Committee Amendment “A” to S.
P. 77, L. D. 104, B'1l1 “An Azt Guar-
anteeing Loans for Veterans”

Amend that part of said Bill
designated as “Sec. 86-A” by in-
serting in the third line thereof
after the word “state” the following
underlined words ‘or any insarance
company authorized to <o business
in this state.

Committee Amendment “A” was
adopted in concuri:ence and tomor-
row assigned for third reading of
the Bill.

On motion by Mr. Mills of Farm-
ington, the House voted to take
from the table the szventh tabled
and unassigned matter, Bl “An
A-t Re'ating to State Cwned Cars.”
(H. P. 1331) (L. D. 896) transmitted
by the Revisor of Statutes pursuant
to joint orders. In Hovse, Commit-
tee of Reference of Bills suggested

was

reference to Committee on Ways
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and Bridges; tabled February l4th
by Mr. Mills pending reference; and
on further motion by the same gen-
tleman, the Bill was referred to the
Committee on Ways and Bridges,
and sent up for ccncurrence.

On motion by Mr. Perkins of
Boothkay Harbor, the House votad
to take from the table the eighth
tabled and unassigned matter, Ma-
jority Report “Ought to pass” as
amended by Committee Amendment
“A”, and Minority Report “Ought
not to pass” of the Ccmmittee on
Judiciary on “Resclve, Proposing an
Amendment to the Constitution
Providing for Additional Signers in
Petitions for Referendums.” (8. P.
107) (L. . 238), tabled by that gen-
tleman on Fekruary 18th pending
acceptance of either report.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Boothbay
Harbor, Mr. Perkins.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I
now move the acceptance of the
“Cught not to pass” report.

The SEEAKER: The gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins,
moves the acceptance of the mi-
nerity report, “Ought not to pass.”

The SFEAKER,: Th= Chair recoz-
nizes the gentleman from Portiand,
Mr. McGlauflin.

Mr. McGLAUFLIN: Mr. Sp2aker
and Members of the House: I want
to digcuss this matter with you
briefly, not that I am {rving to
change your votes, but I want you
to understand way I favor thz bill:

Let me go back briefly in history
to tell you scmething that the older
members remember but some of the
young ones know little about.

We formerly had what we call
the convention system for nominat-
ing men to offize. Under that con-
vention system we had what were
known as becsses and the ring. In
those days scmetimes one man or a
small group of men determined who
were to hold the public offices in
the State of Maine. When I first
moved to Portland in 1923 I was
informed that the Governors of
Maine had been seolected for the
next eicht years. That political at-
titude was carried on down through
the counties and the districts and
even in the wards. and when T Srst
served #s a Councilman from Ward
9 in the City of Portland we even
had our bosses in that ward

It was s2id in those days that the
Portland Water Comnanv confrolled
the politics of Portland and that
ncbody could be elected to the

Beoard of Aldermen without their
consent; so, so far as I know, I was
the first exception on record. As it
was at that time, from our section
of Portland a man could not be
elected to this Legislature unless he
pledged himself ahead to support
Eugene Hale for TUnited States
Senator. I know what I am talk-
ing about because I was one of the
men who refused to pledge himself
even to get to this Legislature, and
I was defeated.

It was under those circumstances
that the question of direct primary
and the referendum came up. I
supperted both measures. The peo-
ple cf this State accepted them;
and so from that time on we have
elected our Representatives through
the people and not through the
hosses, and we have continued to
have the referendum, which at that
time provided and still does pro-
vide that a reference to the people
mayv bz had upin the petition of ten
thousand names.

But since those days many things
have happcned. The women’s vote
ras come into the picture and we
have praciically doubled the num-
ber cf voters that we had when the
referendum was adopied. _n addi-
ticn to thab. cur automcobiles have
so improved that now it is an easy
thing to travel from one end of
the Sizate to the cther. perhaps in
a cgingle day. Our highways have
been imprcoved so that we can cover
vagtily greater distances in a short-
er tinie than we did bafore. We now
hava the use of the radio, which
enables us to gel in touch with a
grcat many people in a very short
time.

Now what I am leading up to is
this: that it is a simple matter to
gel ten thcousand names tcday com-
pared with what il was when that
law was adcpted

We were elected by our consti-
tuents to come up here to represent
them; every iast man here is chosen
becavse the people of his communi-
ty think he is a man of sound
judgment and common sense. We
ccms up here, we take these mat-
ters up in committes, we hear the
rublic discussion upcn them, we
bring them onte the flcor of the
House, as we are doing this morn-
ingz, and we discuss those measures
pro and con, and. when we get
throuzh, we ourselves are in a
vastly better position to pass cn
the merits of any measure than our
pecple back home possibly can be.
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But, by the aid of this referen-
dum, some prejudiced bunzh of
men, it may bz a corporation, it
may be some organizaticn, or some
few men who do not like the matter,
they get around, gel ten thousand
names to have the matter referred
to the people, and then they con-
duct a one-sided campaign to carry
out their purpose, whatever it Iis,
and that purpcse is cftentimes to
defeat the very thing that we have
worked so hard to gan.

To give you an illustration of
what I mean, I am going to say to
this body here and now, that any
tax measure that is presented to this
Legislature in my opinion is dcom-
ed to defeat unless we here can pull
torether 2nough to pass the mea-
sure with a two-thirds emergency
vote; because just as sure as a tax
measure gets back to the people
they will kill it. They do not give
it consideration. It hits their poc-
ketbook, and they forget they elect-
ed us to enact these laws.

Now my point is: We still want
the referendum, but we do not want
that referendum to continue when
a small group of people can upset
everything that we do at this Leg-
islature in a whole winter. I have
helped to kill mcere constitutional
amendments, I bkelieve, than any
other man in this Legislature; I do
not kelieve in changing the Consti-
tuticn of Maine every time some-
body has a bright idea; but this
measure, Mr. Bishop’s measure, to
amend the Constitution to get a
laroer number of names on these
petitions before they can upset
everything we do, I do favor, and I
present it as a fact to you: it is
up to you to vote ar you plcase, but
I for one am against the motion of
the gentleman frcm Boothbay Har-
bls\)Ir, Mr. Perkins, and I shall vote
[ O.”

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Boothbay
Harbor, Mr. Perkins.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, when
the vote is taken, I asz for a divi-
sicn.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Boothbay Harkor, Mr. Perkins,
requests a division.
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The question before the House is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Bocthbay Harbor, Mr. Per-
kins,. that the House accept the
minority “Ought not to pass” re-
port of the committee. All thcse
in favor of the motion will please
rise and remain standing until the
monitors have made and returned
the count.

A division was had.

Forty~six having voted in the
affirmative and sixty-nine in the
neglative. the motion did not pre-
vail.

Gn motion by Mr. McGlauflin, the
House voted to accept the majority
report “Ought to pass” as amended
by Committee Amendment “A”.

The resclve was then given its
first reading.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:

Committee Amendment “A” to S.
P. 107, L. D. 238, “Resolve Proposing
an Amendment to the Constitution
Providing for Additional Signers in
Petitions for Referendum.”

Amend said resolve in the 1st
line of that part designated as “Sec.
177 thereof, by drawing a line
through “not less than 10009”.

Further amend said resclve in the
2nd line ¢f that part desiecnated as
“Sec. 177 thereof, by striking out
the underlined words ‘in each con-
gressisnal district”

Further amend said resolve in the
2nd line of that part designated as
“Sec. 17" thereof, by adding after
the comma the following underlined
words: ‘the rumber of which shall
not be less than 109 of the total
vote for governer cast in the Ilast
gubernatorial election preceding the
filing of such petition, and’

Committee Amendment “A” was
adcpted. and the resolve was as-
signed for second reading tomorrow
morning.

The SPEAKER: The House is
preceeding  under Orders of the
Day.

If there is no further business,
the Clerk will read the notices.

On motion by Mr. Cole of Port-
land,

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-
morrow morning.





