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• SENATE 

Wednesday, April 4, 1945. 
The Senate was called to order 

by Ithe President. 
Prayer 'by Senator Lee C. Good of 

Aroostook· 
Journal of yesterday read and ap

proved. 

From the House: 
"Resolve Providing for the Resoor

aUon of state ':Drust Funds." (H. P. 
18) (L. D. 8) 

(In Senate on February 13,vh, 
passed to be engr'Dssed in concur
renceJ 

Gomes from ,the House, indefinite
ly postponed in non-concur'rence. 

In 'the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Owen of Kennebec, that Body voted 
to adhere. 

From the House: 
Bill "An Act Re}a;ting to the state 

Historian, State History and Public 
Records." (S. P. 55) (L. D. 26) 

(In Senate, 'On February 7th, 
passed to be engrossed.) 

Comes from the House, having 
been passed ,to be engrossed in con
currence. and sU!bsequently 'the bill 
indefinitely postponed in non-C'Dn
currence. 

In the Senate, on mati on by Mr. 
Brown of Aroostook thalt Body voted 
to indefiniltely postpone the bill in 
concurrence. 

From the House: 
Bill "An Ad Relating to Bounty 

on Porcupines." (H. P. 1342) (L. D. 
993) 

(In Senate on March 28rth, passed 
to be engrossed as ,amended by 
House Amendment "A" in concur
renceJ 

Oomes from It.he House, passage to 
be engrossed reconsidered; House 
Amendment "B" offered and adopt
ed, land the bill as amended by 
H'Duse Amendments "A" and "B" 
passed ,to be engrossed in non-con
currence. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Bishop of Sagadahac, the bill was 
laid upon 'the 'I';able, pending con
sidera'tion. 

From the House: 
Bill "An Act Rela:ting to ~he As

sessment of Taxes." (S. P. 398) (L. 
D. 1030) 

(In Senalte. on March 29th, passed 
to be e11!grossed a.s arruended !by 
Senrute Amendment "A") 

Domes f,rom the House, passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sena,te 
Amendment "IA" and by House 
Amendment "A" 'in non-concur
rence. 

In 'the Senate, on matton by Mr. 
N'Dyes of Hancock, the bill was laid 
upcm the t:vble pending 'consider
ation. 

From the H'Duse: 
Hill "An Ad 'Relating to Filling 

Gongress~onal Va,eancies." (H. P. 
1343) (L. D. 995) 

(In Senalte on March 27tJh, passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence.) 

Domes from the House, passage 
,to be engrossed reconsidered, House 
Amendment "A" read and adop'ted, 
and the bill as amended by House 
Amendment "A" passed Ito be en
,grossed in non-concurrence. 

In the Senalte, on motion by Mr. 
Spear of Cumberland, the bill was 
laid upon the table pending con
sidera:tion. 

Fr'Dm the House: 
The OommiJttee on Education OIl 

Bill "An Ad Permiltting the De
partment of Education Ito Ooopemte 
in Est:vblishing University Extensi'Dn 
and Correspondence Oour,ses," (H. 
P. 940) (L. D. 570) repo~tedthrutthe 
same ought to pas'S. 

Domes !cram the House, the report 
read and adopted, House Amend
ment "A" read and adopted; 'Sub
sequently bill as amended was in
definitely postponed. 

In the Senate, on moti'Dn by Mr. 
Leav~tt of Oumberland, the bill was 
indefinitely postponed in concur
rence. 

From the House: 
The Committee on Mercantile 

Affairs and Insurance on Bill "An 
Act Relating to the 'Payment of 
Taxes by Domestic Insurance Oom
panies," (H. P. 108'6) (lL. D. 691) 
reported the same in new draft 
(H. P. 1419) (L. D. 1091) under the 
same title, and :that it ought to pass. 

Comes from the House, report 
read and adopted and the new draft 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
hy House Amendment "A." 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Dow of Oxford, the report and 
acc'Dmpanying papers were laid up
on the table pending adoption of 
the reporlt. 

From the House: 
The Majority of the Oommittee 

on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
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Relating tOo HGrse Ra'ces," (H. P. 
12(2) (L. D. 761) repol"ted that the 
same Dught tOo pass as amended by 
CDmmittee Amendment "A." 

(signed) 
Senrutors: 

Batchelder Df Y'Grk 
Leavitt Gf Cumberland 
Gould Gf AndroscDggin 

Representatives: 
Welch of Mars Hill 
DGnahue Df BiddefDrd 
Rankin Df BridgtDn 
Warren Gf WestbrOoOok 
SnGW of Auburn 
PaysDn Gf PDrtland 

The MinDrity Gf the same Com
mittee Dn the same subject matter 
repDrted that the same ought not 
to pass. 

(signed) 
Representative: 

Weeks Df Waterville 
COomes frDm the House, the re

pGrts indefinitely pGstponed. 
In the Senrute, Gn mGtiGn by Mr. 

Batchelder Df YDrk,the repDrt and 
accGmpanying papers were laid up
Dn the table pending adGptiDn of 
either repGrt. 

House Committee Reports 
The Committee Gn Judiciary on 

Bill "An Act Relating tOo Jurisdic
tiGn of Probate Judges tOo Grant 
AdministratiDn Gn Estates," (H. P. 
814) (L. D. 422) repGrted that leave 
be granted -tOo withdraw. 

The same CGmmittee on Bill "An 
Act Relating tOo the LincGln Mu
nicipal CGurt," (H. P. 1315) (L. D. 
964) reported that leave be granted 
tOo withdraw. 

The same CGmmittee on Bill "An 
Act Relating tOo JGint Tenancies in 
Real Estate," (H. P. 813) (L. D. 
42,1) repGrted that the same Oought 
not tOo pass. 

The same CGmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Re-allDcating the Laws Relat
ing tOo Priva'te HGspitals fDr the 
Mentally Deranged," (H. P. 1'136) 
(L. D, 680) reported that the same 
ought nGt to pass. 

(On mGtion by Mr. Dow Gf Ox
ford, 'tabled pending adGptiDn Gf 
the repGrt.) 

The same COommittee on Bill "An 
Act Revising the Teachers' Pen
siDn Law," m. P. 1072) (L. D. 665) 
reported that the same Dught nDt 
tOo pass. 

The same CGmmittee on "ResDlve 
Relating ,to Retiremen:t Status Df 
Charles Sumner Bates Gf PDwnal," 

m. P. 644) (L. D. 316) repGrted that 
the same Dught not tOo pass. 

The same CDmmittee on Bill "An 
Act Relruting tOo Order Df Names Df 
CandidatesDn Ballots in Primaries 
and ElectiDns," (H. P. 1'299) (L. D. 
944) repGl'ted that the same ought 
nDt to pass. 

The same CDmmittee Dh Bill "An 
Act Relating tOo Discharge of Chat
tel Mortgages and CGnditiDnal 
Sales Df RecGrd," (H. P. 1190) (L. 
D. 703) repGrted that the same 
Gught nGt tOo pass. 

The same CGmmittee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating tOo PrDofs Required 
Under the Financial RespDnsibility 
Law," m. P. 815) (L. D. 423) re
pGrted that the same Dught not to 
pass. 

The same CGmmittee on Bill "An 
Act Relating tOo Hearings upon Pe
titions for the SupPGrt of Parents," 
m. P. 1165) (L. D. 686) repDrted 
that the same Gught not to pass. 

The same Committee on "Resolve 
Proposing an Amendment to the 
CGnstitution tOo PrOovide fGr the 
ApPGintment of the Attorney-Gen
eral by the GGvernor, with the Ad
vice and Consent of the GDunCi!, 
Upon NominatiGn by the Chief 
Justioe of the Supreme Judicial 
Court," (H. P. 1l905) (L. D. 754) re· 
ported that the same ought not to 
pass. 

The same CGmmittee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Judges of Munici
pal Courts Not tOo Act as CGunse1," 
m. P. 1141) (L. D. 684) reported 
that the same ought not to pass. 

The same Committee Dn Bill "An 
Act Relating to Setting Aside of 
Verdict by 'Presiding Justice," (H. 
P. 1273) (L. D. 916) repDrted that 
the same Dught not to pass. 

Which reports were read and 
adDpted in concurrence. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair, Gn 
behalf of the members of the Ma
jGrity party of the Senate, wishes 
tOo express the feeling of confidence 
and respect which we hold for the 
able, efficient 'and conscientiDus 
leader Gf the Minority party Df the 
Senate and in demonstration of 
that feeling the Chair designates 
the SenatGr frGm AndrDscoggin, 
SenatDr BGucher,as President prG
tern of the Senate and requests the 
Serg,eant-at-arms to conduct him 
to the oRGstrum 'at this time. 

ThereupGn, Mr. BGucher of An
drGscoggin was 'cGnducted by the 
Sergeant-at-arms to the Rostrum, 
the President retiring. 
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The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Bidding for Insti
tutional Supplies," (H. P. 1069) (L. 
D. 688) reported that the same 
ought not to pass .. 

The same Committee on "Resolve 
Relating to Retirement Pension for 
Arthur Irish, of Rangeley," (H. P. 
186) (L. D. 64) reported that the 
same ought not to pass. 

The Committee on Library on 
"Resolve for the Purchase or' 'One 
Hundred Copies of 'History of Hart
ford,' and One Hundred Copies of 
'Directory of Mexico, Dixfield and 
Rmnford,''' (H. P. 1(05) (L. D. 776) 
reported that the same ought not 
to pass. 

The Committee on Motor Vehicles 
on J?ill "An Act Relating to Regis
tratIon of Certain Vehicles," (H. 
P. 12'75) (L. D. 918) reported that 
the same ought not to pass. 

The Gommittee on State Lands 
and Forest Preservation on "Re
solve Authorizing the Forest Com
missioner to Convey Cerbain Inter
est of the State in Washington 
County to Irvin G. Lincoln, of Car
roll," (H. P. 1152) (L. D. 731) re
ported that the same ou§ht not to' 
pass. 

The Committee on Ways and 
Bri!iges on Bill "An Ad Relating to 
Mamtenance on State Highways," 
(H. P. 220) (L. D. 85) reported that 
leave be granted to withdraw. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Construction of Ad
dition to State Police Barracks," 
(H. P. 1220) (L. D.770) reported 
tha·t the same ought not to pass. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Highway Bond Is
sue Funds in Compact Portions of 
Towns," (H. P. 94) (L. D. 40) re
ported that the same ought not to 
pass as covered by other legislation. 

The Committee on Claims on 
"Resolve to Reimburse the Town of 
Moscow," (H. P. 795) (L. D. 416) re
ported that the same ought not to 
pass. 

Which reports were severally read 
and adopted in concurrence. 

The Committee on Judiciary on 
"Resolve Authorizing Commission
er of Agriculture to Register Trade 
Marks," (H. P.959) (L. D. 528) re
ported that the same ought to pass. 

The Committee on Ways and 
Bridges on Bill "An Act Relating 
to a State Police Barrack in the 
County of Cumberland," (H. P. 6(6) 
(L. D. 328) reported that the same 
ought to pass. 

Which reports were severally read 
and adopted in concurrence, the 
bill and resolve read once, and to
morrow assigned for second read
ing. 

The Committee on Education on 
Bill . "An Act Relating to Records 
of Educational Institutions," (H. P. 
502) (L. D. 244) reported the same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1411) (L. D. 
1(84) under the same title, and that 
it ought to pass. 

The Committee on Inland Fish
eries and Game on "Resolve Regu
lating Fishing !for Atlantic Salmon 
in Narraguagus River and its Trib
utaries," (H. P. 693) (L. D. 287) re
ported the same in a new draft (H. 
P. 1412) (L. D. 1094) under the 
same title, and that it ought to 
pass. 

The Committee on Judiciary on 
Bill "An Act Providing for the Tak
in.g of Prop~rty by the State by 
Rlght of Emment Domain," (H. P. 
1319) (L. D. 963) reported the same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1413) (L. D. 
1085) under the same title, and that 
it ought to pass. 

The Committee on Legal Affairs 
on Bill "An Act Relating to Alter
native Method for the Enforcement 
of Liens for Taxes on Real Estate" 
(H. P. 19) (L. D. 6) reported the 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1414) 
(L. D. 1(06) under the same title 
and that it ought to pass. ' 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to License Fees for 
Amusement Shows," (H. P. 968) (L. 
D. 547) reported the same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1415) (L. D. 1087) un
der the same title and that it ought 
to pass. 

The Committee on Legal Affairs 
on Bill "An Act Relating to Per
mits for Digging Into and Opening 
Streets and Highways," (H. P. 1143) 
(L. D. 792) reported the same in a 
new drruft, (H. P. 1416) (L. D. 10S8) 
under the same title and that it 
ought to pass. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Pauper Settle
ments," (H. P. 1082 (L. D. 8(5) re
ported the same in a new draft (H. 
P. 1417) (L. D. 1089) under the 
same title, and that it ought to 
pass. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Amending the Charter of the 
Calais School District," (H. P. 1199) 
(L. D. 758) reported the same in a 
new draft (H. P. 1418) (L. D. 1090) 
under the same title, and that it 
ought to pass. 



664 LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, APRIL 4, 1945 

The Committee on Salaries and 
Fees on Bill "An Act Relating to 
the Salary of the Judge of the 
Municipal Court of Newport," (H. 
P. 1001) (L. D. 601) reported the 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1420) (L. 
D. 1092) under the same title, and 
that it ought to pass. 

The same Committee on Bill "An 
Act Relating to Fees of Officer for 
Service for Delinquent Taxes," (H. 
P. 353) (L. D. 102) reported the 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1421) 
(L. D. 1093) under the same title, 
and that it ought to pass. 

The Committee on state Lands 
and Forest Preservation on "Re
solve Authorizing the Forest Com
missioner to Convey Certain In
terest of the State in Lands in 
Penobscot County to Davidson Land 
Company," (H. P.683) (L. D. 327) 
reported the same in a new draft 
(H. P. 1422) (L. D. 1095) under a 
new title, "Resolve Authorizing the 
Forest Commissioner to Convey 
Certain Interest of the state in 
lJand in Somerset County to J. 
Russell MacArthur, Jackman," and 
that it ought to pass. 

The same Committee on "Resolve 
Authorizing the Forest Commission
er to Advertise and Sell Certain 
Stumpage in the Town of Ashland," 
(H. P. 346) (L. D. 153) reported the 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1423) 
(L. D. 1096) under the same title 
'and that it ought to pass. 

Which reports were severally read 
and adopted in concurrence, and 
the bills in new draft were read 
once, and tomorrow assigned for 
second reading. 

The Committee on Judiciary on 
Bill "An Act Relating to Reports 
of Thefts of Motor Vehicles," (H. 
P. 1184) (L. D. 745) reported that 
the same ought to pass as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A". 

Which report was read and 
adopted in concurrence, and the 
bill read once; Committee Amend
ment "A" was read and adopted in 
concurrence, and the bill as amend
ed was tomorrow assigned for sec
ond reading. 

The Majority of the Committee on 
Legal Affairs to whieh was recom
mitted Bill "An Act Relating to 
School Committee in Town of Rum
ford" (H. P. 831) (L. D. 444) re
ported the same in a new draft 

(H. P. 1410) (L. D. 1083) under the 
same title, and that it ought to 
pass. 

(signed) 
Senators: 

BATCHELDER of York 
LEAVITT of Cumberland 
GOULD of Androscoggin 

Representatives: 
WELCH of Mars Hill 
PAYSON of Portland 
RANKIN of Bridgton 
WEEKS of Waterville 
WARREN of Westbrook 
SNOW of Auburn 

The Minority of the same Com
mittee on the same subject matter 
reported that the same ought to 
pass. 

(signed) 
Representative: 

DONAHUE of Biddeford 
Comes from the House, the Ma

jority Report read and adopted and 
the bill passed to be engrossed. 

In the Senate, on motion by Mr. 
Batchelder of York, the Majority 
Report "Ought to Pass" was adopted 
in concurrence, the bill was given 
its first reading and tomorrow as-

. signed for second reading. 

At this point, the President re
sumed the Chair, Mr. Boucher of 
Androscoggin retiring amidst the 
applause of the Senate. 

Communication 
State of Maine 

HOUSE OF'REPRESENTATIVES 
Augusta 

Office of Clerk 
April 3rd, 1945. 

Honorable Chester T. Winslow, 
Secretary of the Senate 
Senate Chamber 
Sir: 
On April 2nd the House voted to 
insist on its former action and join 
the Committee of Conf.erence on 
"Resolve Creating an Interim Com
mittee to Study the Tribal Rights 
and Needs of the Indians," (S. P. 
135) (L. D. 340) 
The Speaker appointed the fo1-
lowingconf.erees on the part of the 
House: 

Mr. GROSS of Jefferson 
Mr. CARPENTER of Skowhegan 
Mr. COUSINS of Old Town 

Respectfully, 
Harvey R. Pease 

Which communication was read 
and ordered pla'ced on file. 
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Senate Committee Reports 

Mr. McKusick bom the Commit
tee on Pensions on "Resolve Pro
viding a Pension for Leroy M. Stev
enson, of Dixmont," (S. P. 348) re
ported that the same ought not to 
pass. 

The same Senator from the same 
Committee on "Resolve Providing 
for an Increase in State Pension 
for Hallie W. Stone, of Portland," 
(S. P. 209) (L. D. 475) reported that 
the same ought not to pass. 

Mr. Sayward from the Commit
tee on Counties submitted its Final 
Report. 

Which reports were severally 
read and adopted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Mr. Cross from the Committee on 
Motor Vehicles on Bill "An Act Re
lating to Registration of Motor 
Vehicles," (S. P. 206) (L. D. 478) 
reported the same in a new draft 
(S. P. 423) under the same title, 
and that it ought to pass. 

Which report was read and 
adopted, and the bill in new draft 
laid upon the table for printing 
under the joint rules. 

Mr. Smith from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees to which was 
recommitted, Bill "An Act to In
crease Salaries of Somerset County 
Officials," (S. P. 267) (L. D. 620) 
reported that the same ought to 
pass as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A". 

Which report was read and adopt
ed and the bill was given its first 
reading. The Secretary read Com
mittee Amendment A: 

"Committee Amendment A to S. 
P. 267, L. D. 620, bill, An Act to In
crease Salaries of Somerset County 
Officials. Amend said bill by chang
ing' line ten to read as follows: 
'Somerset $2800.''' 

Committee Amendment A was 
adopted and the bill as so amended 
was tomorrow assigned for second 
reading. 

First Reading of Printed Bills 

"Resolve to Provide Funds for 
Eradication of Bang's Disease, 
Tuberculosis, and Other Infectious 
and Contagious Diseases of Live
stock." (S. P. 420) (L. D. 1103) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Com
plaint in Cases of Neglect of Chil
dren." (S. P. 421) (L. D. 1105) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Relief 
During the Emergency for Busi
nesses in Financial Distress Be
cause of Wartime Conditions." (S. 
P. 422) (L. D. 1104) 

Which bills and resolve were 
read once, and tomorrow assigned 
for second reading. 

Passed to be Engrossed 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Sal
ary of Judge of Probate of Han
cock County." (H. P. 1401) (L. D. 
1072) 

Mr. Noyes of Hancock presented 
Senate Amendment A and moved 
its adoption: 

"Senate Amendment A to H. P. 
1401, L. D. 1072, bill An Act Re
lating to the Salary of Judge of 
Probate of Hancock County. Amend 
said bill by striking out the under
lined figures '$2500' in the last line 
thereof and inserting in place 
thereof the underlined figures 
'$2300'." 

Which amendment was adopted 
and the bill as so amended was 
passed to be engrossed in non-con
currence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Bill "An Act Relating to Decrees 
for Alimony." (H. P. 747) (L. D. 390) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Aeronautic Commission." (H. P. 789) 
(L. D. 430) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Settle
ment of Suits By or Against In
fants." (H. P. 1137) (L. D. 681) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Appoint
ment of State Humane Agents." (H. 
P. 1166) (L. D. 687) 

Bill "An Act to Provide Civil Ser
vice Rules for Police and Fire De
partments." (H. P. 1201) (L. D. 760) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Rate of 
Speed of Commerdal Vehicles." (H. 
P. 1210) (L. D. 711) 

Bill "An Act to Grant Powers of 
Arrest to State Parole Officers." (H. 
P. 1271) (L. D. 914) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
Portland Wharf District." (H. P. 
1328) (L. D. 972) 

"Resolve in Favor of William A. 
Johnson of Orrington." (H. P. 1392) 
(L. D. 1080) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Adver
tising Resources, Etc., by Aroostook 
County." (H. P. 1393) (L. D. 1065) 

Bill "An Act to Increase Teach
ers' Pensions." (H. P. 1394) (L. D. 
1066) 
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Bill "An Act Relating to Control 
of Deer in Acadia National Park." 
<H. P. 1395) (L. D. 1067) 

"Resolve Relating to Daily Bag 
Limit from Androscoggin Watershed 
above Middle Dam." (H. P. 1396) 
(L. D. 1081) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Sal
ary of the Judge of Probate and 
the Register of Probate in Cumber
land County." CR. P. 1397) (L. D. 
1068) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Sal
ary of the Sheriff of York County." 
CR. P. 1398) (L. D. 1069) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Sal
ary of the Sheriff of Oxford Coun
ty." <H. P. 1399) (L. D. 1070) 

Bill "An Act Relative to the Sal
ary of the Judge of the Brunswick 
Municipal Court." <H. P. 1400) (L. 
D. 1071) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Salary 
of Sheriff of Cumberland County." 
(R. P. 1403) (L. D. 1074) 

Bill "An Act to Increase the Sal
ary of the Judge of the Rumford 
Falls Municipal Court." (H. P. 1404) 
(L. D. 1075) 

Bill "An Act Relating to Selling 
of Malt Liquor Near National ·Sol
diers' Home, etc." (H. P. 1406) (L. 
D. 1077) 

Bill "An Act to Provide for the 
Issuance of Bonds of the State to 
Refund Waldo-Hancock Bridge Loan 
Bonds." <H. P. 618) (L. D. 281) 

Bill "An Act to Provide for the 
Issuance of Bonds of the State to 
Refund Kennebec Bridge Loan 
Bonds." <H. P. 619) (L. D. 282) 

Bill "An Act Relating to the Prac
tice of Dentistry." (H. P. 734) (L 
D. 392) . 

Bill "An Act Relating to Inactive 
Savings Accounts of Former In
mates of the State School for Boys." 
<H. P. 1164) (L. D. 685) 

Bill 'An AllG Relating Ito Pay
ments ,to Oounty Law Ubraries·" (H 
P. 1194) (L. D. 753) . 
. Bill "An Act Relating to Registra

tlOn of Voters." (H. P. 1258) (L D 882) . . 
. lBill"~ Ad Rela'ting Ito Licensing 
iAutomoblle Dealers." (H. IP. 1322) 
(L. D. 965) 

(On motion by MT. Brown of 
Aroostook 't3Jbled pending passage to 
be engrossed,) 

WJlich bills and resolves were 
severally read a second time and 
passed ,to be engrossed in concur
'rence. 

"Res.ol,-;·e Authorizing the Forest 
OommlSSlOner to Convey Oertain 

Interest of 'the state in Lands in 
Penooscot Ooun'ty ito Donald L. 
Haskell, of Old Town." (S. p: 412) 
(L. D. 1098) ~ 

Bill "An Act to Correct Typo
gmphical and C~erical Er1'Ors in the 
Revision." (S. P. 414) (L. D. 1100) 

Bill "An Act ReIating to Powers 
of Ooun;ty Commissioners." (S. P. 
415) (L. D. 1099) 

Bill "An Act Relating to 'the Ex
cise 'I1ax on Motor Vehicles." (S. P. 
417) (L. D. 1102) 

Which bills and resol'l'e were 
severally read a second 'time and 
passed ,to be eng·rossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act relating to the Registra

tion of Nurses (8. P. 80) (L. D. 74) 
An Act relating to the Duties of 

Directors and Trustees of Banks 
and Directors of Loan and Build
ing ASSOCiations, Regarding Insur
ance upon Mortgage Property (S. 
P. 85) (L. D. 128) 

An Act relating to the .salary of 
'the Treasurer of Kennebec County 
(S. P. 95) (L. D. 137) 

An Act relative to Open Season 
on Woodcock (S. P. 136) (L. D. 34.1) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the County Attorney of Knox 
County (S. P. 156) (L. D. 360) 

An Act relating to Salary of the 
Judge of the Lewiston Municipal 
Court (S. P. 163) (L. D. 366) 

An Act Increasing the Salary of 
the Judge of the Rockland Munic
ipal Court (S. P. 167) (L. D. 370) 

An Act relating to Authority of 
State Tax Assessor in Deorganized 
Towns (S. 'P. 184) (L. D. 378) 

An Act relating to Premarital 
Medical Examinations (S. P. 214) 
(L. 'D. 470) 

An Act relating to Prevention of 
Blindness (S. P. 217) (L. D. 467) 

An Act relating to Salary of Re
corder of Rockland Municipal Court 
(S. P. 218) (L. D. 466) 

An Act relating to the State 
Prison (S. P. 221) (L. D. 464) 

An Act relating to the 8alary of 
the Judge of Western Somerset Mu
nicipal Court (S. P. 266) (L. D. 621) 

An Act relating to Liquor Licenses 
to Hotels, Restaurants and Clubs 
(S. P. 295) (L. D. 716) 

An Act relating to Transfer of 
Liquor Lioenses (S. IP. 296) (L. D 
115) . 

An Act relating to Licenses for 
Consumption Sale of Liquor (S. P. 
297) (L. D. 714) 
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An Act Imposing Tax of One and 
One-quarter Mills Per Pound on 
Blueberries for Conducting Research 
and Extension Work and Otherwise 
Improving the Blueberry Industry 
of the State (H. P. 304) (L. D. 112) 

(On motion by Mr. Dunbar of 
Washington, tabled pending passage 
to be entlictedJ 

An Aot to Incre·ase .the Salaries 
of the County Commissioners of 
Knox Oounty (S. P. 349) (L. D. 9(0) 

An Act relating to the Duties of 
the Depar'tment of Health and Wel
fare and the Inspection and Licens
ingof Institutions and Boarding 
Homes for the Aged (U. P. 357) (L. 
D. 122) 

An Act relating to Diverting 
Water by Canals for Mills (S. P. 
387) (L. D. 988) 

An Act relating to School Age 
and Kindergartens (S. P. 388) (L. D. 
996) 

An Act relating ,to the Redemp
Ition of United States Bonds and 
Certificates Issued in the name of 
Minors (R. P. 52'0) (L. D. 254) 

An Act to Increase the Salary of 
the County Attorney of Aroostook 
County (H. P.675) (L. D. 323) 

An A<)t relating to Clerk Hire in 
the Offke of County Attorney and 
Register of Deeds, Southern District. 
Aroostook County (H. P. 676) (L. D. 
324) 

An Act relatinrs to Reimburse
ment to Towns for Tuition (H. P. 
724) (L. D. 499) 

An Act Permitting the Hie:hway 
COD'misgian to Provide for Proper 
Tr9ffic Contrnl Signals, etc. (H. P. 
872) (L. D. 514) 

An Act relatinrs to Veterinary 
Surgery (H. P. 916) (L. n. 524) 

An Art rehtino; to Dog Licenses 
(H. P. 917) (L. D. 558) 

An Act relating to Salary of 
County Treasurer of Ppnobscot 
County (H. P. 992) (L. D. 592) 

An Ac,t relating to the Sale of 
Liquor to Minors (H. P. 1(13) (L. 
D.653) 

An Act relating to Dancine: and 
Entertainment on Premises Where 
M"lt Liquor is Consumed (H. P. 
1014) (L. D. 533) 

An Act rehting to the Salary of 
the Judge of the Franklin Munic
ipal Court (H. P. 1091) (L. D. 778) 

An Act relating to the Salaries of 
Various Officers of Franklin County 
(H. P. 1092) (L. D. 779) 

An Act relating ,to Issuance of a 
Receipt for Payment of Poll-Taxes 
(H. P. 1142) (L. D. 791) 

An Act re}ating to Registration 
of Truck Tractor and Semi-Trailer 
(H. P. No. 1204) (L. D. No. 705) 

An Act relating to Registration of 
Motor Vehicles (H. P. No. 1208) (L. 
D. No. 709) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
ment Compensation Law as to 
Benefit Eligibility Conditions (H. P. 
No. 1237) (L. D. No. 863) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
ment Compensation Law as to 
Claims for Benefits (H. P. No. 
1244) (L. D. No. 869) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
ment Compensation Law as to Ap
peals (H. P. No. 1245) (L. D. No. 
870) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
ment Compensation !.Jaw as to Ap
peal to Courts (H. P. No. 1246) (L. 
D. No. 871) 

An Act Amending the Unem
ployment Compensa:tton Law as to 
Unemployment Compensation Fund 
(H. P. No. 1253) (L. D. No. 878) 

An Act Amending the Unem
ployment Compen",ation !.Jaw as to 
Collection of Oontributions (H. P. 
No. 1254) (L. D. No. 879) 

An Act to Increase the Balaries 
of Certain Oxford County Officials 
(H. P. No. 1263) (L. D. No. 886) 

An Act to Increase the Salary of 
the County Attorney of Oxford 
County (H. P. No. 1278) (L. D. No. 
921) 

An Act Amending the Unem
ployment Compensation Law as to 
Employ,er Coverag·e (H. P. No. 
1339) (L. D. No. 990) 

An Act to Create an Airport Com
mission for the town of Sanford (H. 
P. No. 1344) (L. D. 994) 

An Act relating to the Maine De
velopment Commission (H. P. No. 
1346) (L. D. 1(02) 

An Act relating to the Bragdon 
Wild Life Sanctuary and the Wells 
and Kennebunk Game Preserve (H. 
P. No. 1353) (L. D. No. 10(4) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
Clerk of Courts of Andmscoggin 
County (H. P. No. 1356) (L. D. No. 
10(0) 

An Act relating to Salary of the 
Treasurer of Androscoggin County 
(H. P. No. 1357) (L. D. 1008) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Sheriff of Androscoggin Coun
ty (H. P. No. 1358) (L. D. 1007) 

An Act relating to Fees for Jurors 
(H. P. No. 1359) (L. D. 1(09) 

An Act Creating the Caribou 
Utilities District (H. P. No. 1362) 
(L. D. 1(20) 
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An Act to Extend the Charter 'Of 
Kingman water Power ClOmp any 
(H. P. No. 1363) (L. D. No. 1021) 

Finally Passed 
Resolve Authorizing the Forest 

Oommissioner to Convey Oertain 
Interest of the State in Lands in 
Penobscot County to JlOhn Sharpe, 
'Of Argyle (H. P. No. 443) (L. D. 
No. 195) 

Resolve in favor of Irving Cll'ock
ett of Durham (H. P. No. 630) (L. 
D. No. 1011) 

Resolve Authorizing tthe Forest 
Oommissioner to Grant Right-lOf
way to Construct an Access Road 
Across the Public Lots in Town
ship D, Range 2 (H. P. No. 857) (L. 
D. No. 457) 

Resolve Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Oonvey ArgY'le 
Grange Hall in Penobscot ClOunty 
to Alton Grange No. 411 (H. P. Nio. 
858) (L. D. No. 458) 

R·esolve Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Convey Certain 
Land to Herbert R. Dow, of Argyle 
(H. P. No. 859) (L. D. No. 516) 

Resolve for Location of LOlOkout 
Station on Picked Mountain in the 
town of Clifton, Penobscot oounty 
(H. P. No. 1098) (L. D. No. 785) 

Resolve in favor of Cora Porter 
of Mapleton (H. P. NIO. 1287) L. D. 
No. 1010) 

Re.solve in favor of Harold Harvey 
and Henry Marsh of Corinth (H. P. 
No. 1351) (L. D. No. 1012) 

R·esolve Appropriating Money to 
Repair Fish Way at Aroostook Falls 
(H. P. No. 1352) (L. D. No. 1013) 

Resolve Providing for a Fish 
Screen at Foot of Echo Lake in 
the town of Fayette (H. P. No. 
1355) (L. D. No. 1014) 

Orders of the Day 
On motion by Mr. Bishop of Sag

adahoc, the Senate voted to recon
sider its action taken earlier in to
day's session whereby bill, An Act 
Permitting the Department of Edu
cation to Cooperate in Establishing 
University Extension and Corre
spondence Courses (H. P. 940) (L. 
D. 570) was indefinitely postponed 
in concurrence. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc: Mr. 
President, I now move we accept 
the committee report "Ought to 
Pass" on this bill which was later 
amended by House Amendment A. 
In defense of this motion permit 
me to say that the Committee on 
Education studied this bill rather 
carefully: the report was unani
mous that it ought to pass. The 

bill dlOes not have any appropria
tion attached to it. It is designed 
especially to permit inmates at our 
various institutions-and we have 
thirteen of these state institutions 
with people who have been sent 
there for various reasons-and at 
the present time they are not per
mitted to follow any particular 
course of study and this permits 
them if they are able and if they 
wish, to be given permission to 
study these courses. And I think 
the bill has a lot of merit. It is 
merely permissive legislation and I 
hope it will receive favorable con
sideration. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Sagadahoc, 
Senator Bishop, that the Senate 
adopt the report of the committee. 

On motion by Mr. Welch of 
Aroostook, the bill was laid upon 
the table pending motion by Mr. 
Bishop to adopt the "Ought to 
Pass" report of the committee. 

On motion by Mr. Brown of 
Aroostook, the Senate voted to take 
from the table bill, An tAct Relat
ing to Licensing Automobile Deal
ers (H. P. 1322) (L. D. 965) tabled 
by that Senator earlier in today's 
session pending passage to be en
grossed in concurrence. 

Mr. BROWN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I now move indefinite 
postponement of this bill and in 
defense of that motion, or in ex
planation 'Of that motion, I wish to 
take a few moments to consider the 
bill. It is Legislative Document 65 
amending the present law in regard 
to the granting of licenses to auto
mobile dealers. The first section 
says that the Secretary of State 
shall not issue a certificate of regis
tration to any such dealer unless 
the applicant is a dealer or used 
car dealer within the meaning of 
Section 21. Section 21 is amended 
to read: "Such 'dealer' or 'used car 
dealer' shall have an established 
place of business within the state 
'Of Maine conSisting of a permanent 
enclosed building or structure con
taining adequate space, facilities 
and equipment to properly display, 
store and service such motor ve
hicles". Later on, there is a para
graph pertaining to the punishment 
of anyone who makes false state
ments regarding it. There is an 
amendment which I understand 
deals entirely with Section 21-A so 
for the purpose of consideration, we 
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will only consider Section 21 as 
amended which says that such 
dealer or used car dealer shall have 
a structure containing adequate 
space, facilities and equipment to 
properly display, store and service 
such motor vehicles. 

I will not say as some people do 
when they oppose a bill, that this is 
a vicious piece of legislation but it 
borders on it because it is restric
tive and prevents new people from 
going into business if they wish to 
and prevents those who may be in 

'. business from continuing if they 
have not a permanent building or 
have not the proper space, facili
ties and equipment to properly dis
play and service such motor ve
hicles. 

In ,the first pla'ce before you can 
have a license you must have an 
established business, which is rather 
putting 'the cart before the horse 
because yoU cannot go into business 
until you have a license and you 
cannot get a li·cense until you have 
a business· 

There is a question as 'bo what 
. w'Ould be -considered a permanent 
building. I remember a ,couple 'Of 
years ago when we were discussing 
the matter of a bridge across the' 
Allegash River and we proposed 
building a wooden bridge and :the 
state Highway Department said un
der the modern methods of con
struotion and treating woods this 
bridge 'Ought to Iast fifty years and 
yet a certain man came in and said 
1£ it was a permanent bridge he 
would be in favor of it but if it 
was a wooden bridge, he was op
posed ,to it. Does this mean ,that this 
building must be made of brick to 
make it a permanent building or 
enclosed structure? 

This sets up that a man must be 
in business before he can sell a car 
either new or second hand because 
i!t definitely applies to dealers in 
both new and second hand cars and 
makes no distinction and bef'Ore he 
can be a dealer and jl'et a license 
he must have the proper facilities 
to service 'the car. W'hat does "serv
ice" mean and where does it end? 
Does it mean he must have c'Om
plete garage equipment which in 
many cases can run into thousands 
of dollars or does it simply mean 
that he moot have a place where 
he can have a man grease a car? 
Why ,the necessity of going into a 
business where he must be a dealer 
and run a service station at the 
same time? 

'I1his is a restrictive pieoe of leg
islation where a man in business 
doesn"t want anobher manto come 
in and alttempts t'O legislate on 
every other person and preV'ent him 
from going into business. I am ab'Out 
fed up on legislation 'Of this Ity<pe. 
We have had a grewt deal 'Of it this 
session, pe'Ople in booines,s 'trying 
Ito legislate for themselves and pre
vent 'Ot,hers from going initO a leg
itimate business. We have a lot of 
boys 'coming back from the war 
pretty so'On and a lot will want to 
g1ointo business and unless 'they 
have money enough t'O set up a per
manent building and compIetely 
equip it with aU kinds of servieing 
equtpment they are barred 'Out and 
lam not in ~a;vor of putbing out 
restrtotive legislation whioh will 
prevent any young man from going 
into a legitimalte business, and cer
-tainly selling cars is a legitimate 
business. Tlhis would bar him from 
going inbo tha't business and I am 
'Opposed ,to such legis}a;tion. 

Mr. L,EAVITT of Cumberland: 
Mr. President, as a member of the 
Committee on Legal Affairs which 
repol1ted this bill "Ought t'O Pass", 
I feel some explanatrons are due 
especially in the light of What Sen
artor B.rown has just said. In the 
first place an amendment ItO this 
bill took 'Out the words ,tha;t they 
must have facilities ,t,o properly dis
play and store. The amendment 
does say that t:hey slhall have pr'O
per facilities to service such motor 
vehicles. This bill is not intended to 
crea'te a hardship on any person 
coming back to the sta·te 'Of Maine 
after ,the war 'Or even now who 
wants ,to conduct what is 'Considered 
a legitimate business 'Of automobile 
dealers. It isruttempted however to 
st'Op people from coming down here 
!from other parts of the -coun'try and 
coming in to a town, particularly 
into a lot and bringing in a number 
'Of cars which they have picked up 
in ather parts of the oountry and 
selling t:hem off -to Maine pe'Ople 
with'OU!t first servicing those ears 
and seeing t.hat they are proper 
cars to sell. That has created a very 
considerable hardship on -the leg
i:timate dealers 'Of 'this state and 
at the hearing a very large number 
of dealers appeared in favor of this 
bill. 

I do not want to bore you by 
taking up all the paints that Sen
ator Dow has brought up but as 
civilization gets more complic'ated 
we must have more 'and more rules. 
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Mr. DOW of Oxford: Mr. ~esi
dent, I rise to -a point of order. 

The PRESIDENT: The ,Senator 
may stalte his point. 

,Mr. DOW: Mr. President, the 
Senator has referred Ito me as 
spea:king on the bill and I have not 
spoken on it as yet. 

The PRESID.ENT: The Chair 
will rule 'the point is appa,rently 
wellbaken. 

Mr. LEAVITT: Mr. Presiden.t, I 
am sorry, I apparently got. II.ll?'ed 
up. Nevertheless, I say as ClVl~lZ!l;
tion is encroaching upon us, thiS is 
a part of the restrictive legislation 
Which I believe is goad legislatian 
and I do hape the Senate will. ga 
alang with the bill and vate agamst 
the indefinite postponement. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. President, I am 
not surprised that the legitima~e 
automobile dealers were here m 
favor of the bill. I also understand 
they paid their lobbyist $500 ta came 
up here and lobby for it. He has 
now collected the maney and has 
gone home because he is certain the 
bill is gaing to be passed. I can 
understand why so-called legitimate 
dealers oppas·e this as it is to p!e
vent anyone else fram encraachmg 
upon their business. I cantend .we. 
are in a country 'Of free enterpnse. 
We have always said that Yankees 
are good traders. We are coming 
in here and we are gaing to talk 
abaut state barriers in regard to 
motor vehicle traffic and now here 
is the setting up 'Of a state barrier 
which says that a citizen of anather 
state shall not came in and start 
a bUl'-iness unless he meets the re
quirements set up by the legitimate 
dealers sa-called. I know 'Of men 
getting trimmed just as badly in 
buying cars 'Of legitimate dealers as 
they do when buying 'Of these can
cerns which they are trying to leg
islate out of business. I still con
tend if I had a secand hand car 'Or 
a secand hand piece 'Of machinery 
and I gave it to a man ta sell who 
did not have a completely equipped 
shop, the man buying it knaws it is 
secona. hand and knaws it has not 
been serviced and he buys it as it 
is. 

I hape this bill will not pass. I 
am nat gaing to say anything about 
some 'Of these points taken up in 
debate about the langer we live the 
mare civilized we get and the more 
we have got to be restricted and 
that evidently the time of free en
terprise is over as has been express-

ed by some of the proponents 'Of 
this bill. I am not willing to sub
scribe to that idea. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the mation 
of the Senator from Araastook, Sen
ator Brown, that this bill be indefi
nitely postponed. 

A viva voce vote being had 
The mation prevailed and the bill 

was indefinitely postpaned in non
cancurrence. 

Sent dawn for concurrence. 

On motian by Mr. Dow of Oxford, 
the Senate voted to take from the 
table Hause Report fram the Com
mittee an Judiciary, Majority Re
po'rt "Ought Nat to Pass", Minority 
Report "Ought ta Pass", 0n bill .An 
Act Relating to Small Claims (H. 
P. 241) (L. D. 92) tabled by that 
Senatar on March 23 pending ac
ceptance of either report. 

Mr. DOW of Oxfard: Mr. Presi
dent and members of the Senate: I 
move the acceptance 'Of the majori
ty "Ought Not to Pass" report an 
this particular piece of legislatian. 
I think in my opinian. it might be 
well in discussing this legisla ticn 
to expla.in my positian, individual
ly, on the bill and also the position 
of the majority of the Committee 
on Judiciary who signed with me 
on that majority repart. I think 
I would like to take up a few sec
tians of the bill ta explaIn my po
sition and the positian of the ma
jority. 

The title of the bill is, "An Act 
Relating to Small Claims." Sectian 
2 is the section which sets up the 
policy of this particular legislation, 
and reads as fallows: 

"There is hereby established a 
speedy, informal and inexpensive 
procedure which a plaintiff may 
pursue in an action cammenced i.n 
a municipal court far the determl
nation according to the rules of 
substantive la,w of a small claim." 

I read that first particularly be
cause I want ta ga back now to 
Section 1, ih which a small claim 
is defined: 

"A 'small claim' is any right of 
action cognizable by a caurt 'Of law 
not involving the title to real es
tate in which the debt or damage 
claimed daes not exceed $35." 

My understanding of that par
ticular definition is that it does not 
'Only refer to collections, but it re
fers also to tort, slander, libel, 
forcible entry, and detainer, and 
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other actions where the amount in
volved does not eX'ceed $35. The 
bill says, "There is hereby estab
lished a speedy, informal and in
expensive procedure." I wish you 
would keep that in mind for a few 
minutes, if you will, and pass with 
me to Section 3, understanding 
that that is the a.rgument used in 
favor of this measure, and that the 
the virtue of this-it is supposed to 
be-is that it will assist in collec
tion of small claims by a process 
which is speedy, informal, and in
expensive. ' 

One question is: Is this a process 
which is speedy, informal, and in
expensive? For whom, the plaintiff 
or the defendant, the creditor or 
the debtor? As you hear this bill 
discussed, who benefits by it, the 
plaintiff-the creditor-or the debt
or, the defendant? And I want to 
say, right here, so that my re
marks will be understood, I don't 
consider it any crime for a man to 
owe money. I don't know how many 
members of this Body have been in 
that position; I have. In talking 
with some of the members, the at
titude seemed to be, that for a per
son to owe money was some kind of 
a crime, and I don't proceed on 
that theory at all. I have had a 
good many things and enjoyed 
them which if credit han not been 
extended to me, I would not have 
had. But I do think that when a 
person owes money, he is not alto
gether to blame. Circumstances 
over which he has no control are 
partly to blame. And any p8'l'son in 
business today must extend credit. 
If he is in business, there is a cer
tain amount of risk which goes 
with it, and the person takes those 
risks. 

The bill, further on in Section 3 
-and I am reading this, word for 
word, because I don't want to be 
misquoted or accused of it-

"The plaintiff shall state the sub
stance of his claim either orally or 
in writing to the judge or recorder 
of the municipal court having juris
diction thereof, who shall cause it 
to be reduced to writing in con
cise, intelligible untechnical form 
in a docket kept for that purpose to 
be known as the small claims 
docket." 

You notice the word "untech
ni-cal" because very soon I shall 
want to refer to it, in connection 
with being "untechnical." 

"The plaintiff shall 'also state his 
own and the defendant's restdence 
and mailing address whtch shan be 
noted on the docket. He shall at 
the same time pay an entry fee of 
$1.75. He shall upon request be 
furnished with summonses for wit
nesses without charge." 

Bearing in mind that this bill is 
speedy, inexpensive, untechnical, I 
want to read Section 5 to you: This 
is in a bill which is speedv, un
technical, informal, etc. This is 
what the debtor is going to have 
quite a lot to do with. 

"Section 5. The magistrate shaH 
thereupon fix the time and place for 
hearing which shall be within not 
less than 20 nor more than 3f) days 
thereafter, shall give to the plaintiff 
a memorandum thereof and shall 
forthwith mail to the defendant at 
the address furnished by the plain
tiff, by registered mail, return re
ceipt requested, a notice signed by 
him and bearing the seal of the 
court, which after setting forth the 
name of the court shall' read sub
stantially as follows: 

To ......... of ......... in the 
County of ......... and State of 
Maine:" 
The name of the plaintiff goes in 
there. next. and his address: 
"exhibits his claim against you in 
this court for (in words) dollars 
and (in words) cents ($ .... ) upon 
the following claim: (here insert 
the nature of the daim as it ap
pears on the 'docket;" 
telling the debtor what it is aH 
about, 
"no list of items need be induded," 
in other words, "$55 for groceries," 
and no list of items need be in
cluded; 

"The court will give a hearing 
upon this daim at (here insert the 
location of the court) at (here in
sert the hour) o'clock in the (here 
insert 'forenoon' or 'afternoon' as 
the case may be) on --" 
the day when it is going to be held. 

"If you deny the claim in whole 
Qr in part, you must not later 
than ---" 
and here they insert the date when 
you must do those things,-"per
sonaHy or by attorney file with the 
judge or recorder either orally or 
in writing your full and specific 
defense to the claim and you must 
appear at the hearing. Unless yoU 
do both, judgment may be entered 
against you by default ,and your 
nonappearance at the hearing will 
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be taken as an admission that you 
are able to pay the claim. If your 
defense is supported by witnesses, 
account books, receipts or other 
documents you should produce them 
at the hearing. Summonses for 
witnesses will be furnished without 
charge on request." Still continu
ing this untechnical process, "If you 
have any demand in the nature of 
set-off or counterdaim, you must, 
not later than the day hereinbefore 
set for filing .your defense per
sonally or by attorney file with the 
judge or recorder a complete and 
intelligible statement thereof, ac
companied by a fee of $.75. If you 
admit the claim, but desire time to 
pay, you must, not later, than the 
day set for filing your defense, per
sonaHy or by attorney state to the 
judge or recorder, orally or in writ
ing, that you desire time to pay, 
and you must also appear at the 
hearing and show your reasons 
therefore. 

"Take notice that if you are found 
indebted, upon hearing or default, 
the court may order payment at the 
time stated or by installments and 
that failure to comply with such 
order may be treated as a con
tempt and subject you to punish
ment." I want, for just a minute, 
to mention the fact that I will treat 
the word "contempt" later. 

"Any paper herein required to be 
filed may be sent by mail to (here 
insert proper mailing address of 
judge or recorder). 

"If you wish your defense to be 
submitted to a jury you must not 
later than the day hereinbefore set 
for filing your defense file with the 
judge or recorder of this court your 
request therefor accompanied by a 
fee of $.75 and your sworn affidavit 
that there are matters in dispute 
requiring 'a jury trial with specifi
cations thereof and that the re
quest is made in good f-aith. If 
such request is not made, the judg
ment of this court will be final." 

This is what the debtor is going 
to be faced with when someone· 
goes in and files a claim against 
him; and this is the notice he is 
gOing to get, telling him about this 
new method for collection against 
s,?meone wpen they don't pay their 
bllls. SectlOn 6:-Inconection with 
a pemon's right under this new bill 
-"If no answer-" This is the 
title: "If no answer, default; de
murrer, etc., prohibited. If no an
swer be filed in compliance with 

the notice provided for in the pre
ceding section, the defendant may 
be defaulted. Demurrers, diLatory 
pleas and answers of ~eneral de
nial are prohibited." That means 
just what it says, to me, and I 
presume it does to you. 

"Section 7. Trial by jury and 
appeal waived";~and I want to 
call your attention to one thing in 
Section 7 which reads as follows: 
"The defendant shall not be en
titled to an appeal." Then it sets 
'up that he may request several 
things, but he does not have any 
appeal. 

It does seem that under the ex
isting law, a married woman can
not be jailed for debt. Under this 
law I don't see why she couldn't 
be. Maybe that it all right with 
you, but it is taking away some of 
the p:rotection which we have writ
ten into the statute books for them. 

Section 8 says, "When set-off and 
counterclaim is interposed in de
fense, if the amount so claimed 
shall not exceed the jurisdiction of 
the court, the magistrate shall im
media.tely notify the plaintiff there
of who shall either personally or 
by attorney at least three days 
prior to the date fixed for hearing 
file his answer thereto; and upon 
hearing if the plaintiff shall have 
filed his answer thereto the court 
,shall determine which party IS 
justly indebted to the other, if 
either, and for what amount and 
shall enter judgment accordingly. 
If the plaintiff shall not have filed 
his answer, the claim of the de
fendant shall be allowed unless the 
court for good cause shall other
wise order, and judgment may be 
entered fqr either party as justice 
may reqmre." 

That is the clear, untechnical 
language of the bill and the rules 
we have to go by. 

I realize considerable has been 
said before the Judiciary Commit
tee about the success of the New 
Hampshire law, but I would like 
to have you have it ,clearly in mind 
that we are not discussing the 
New Hampshire law but this docu
ment here-which are two different 
animals of entirely different color, 
which will be explained to you later. 

Section 12. "A party absenting 
himself from hearing without ex
cuse shall be deemed thereby to 
have admitted his ability to pay the 
amount of any judgment which 
may be rendered against him." If 
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he does not appear, he admits that 
is what he owes, and that is all 
there is to it. 

Section 16 has to do with "con
tempt," which I mentioned a short 
time agD, and it refers to Chapter 
95, Section 35. It says, "No execu
tion shall issue upon any judgment 
rendered under the provisions of 
this chapter, but for failure to oom
ply with the terms 'Of an order pro
vided for in the preceding section, 
if satisfied that the party to whom 
it is directed has received it or that 
his failure to receive it has been 
occasioned by his own miseonduct, 
upon motion of the party in whose 
favor the order is made the >court 
may institute proceedings for con
'tempt substantially as provided in 
sedion 35 of chapter 95." Bear in 
mind tha't this is for the collection 
of money. And chapter 95, section 
35, reads as follows; as far as we 
are interested: "Whenever a party 
complains in writing and under 
oath 'that the process, decree, or 
order of court which is not for the 
payment of money-". But it has 
been my impression that this bill is 
for the payment of money; but this 
says, "not fDr the payment of 
money." 

Section 19 is very interesting to 
me, because -this is supposed to be 
the panacea for all bad credit, the 
place where you can get your money 
in a hurry, a good place to put your 
bills where you can get them >col
lected. It says, in this section 19 
"No person shall be permitted to 
enter in anyone court more than 
five small daims in anyone week 
nor more -than 20 small claims in 
any .one month." If the thing is 
good, why the Hmit? I think pos
sibly it is because some of the 
friends of this bill foresee the ava
lanche of bills. What we have had 
this session will be nothing, com
pared with the bills we will get frDm 
judges of the municipal courts for 
raises, next session. I understand 
they do get a dollar for each one 
but you are limiting them to five 
a week, and in the sman towns tt 
wouldn't amount to a whole lot. 

At the hearing before the Com
mittee, the sponsor appeared, and 
~fter his introductory remarks, he 
mtroduced the proponents. I don't 
know whether they were all mem
bersof the Merehants' Association 
of Maine, but they were well or
ganized. Their case was condue-ted 
by a former member of this Body 
at the last session, but I am in-

formed the same gentleman voted 
against a measure very similar to 
this, then. He had another attorney 
associated with him, and they did 
a good job. About the only oppo
sition came from one man who 
said he was there representing quite 
a few people. His name is Charles 
O. Dunton, legislative agent for the 
AmerioCan Federation of Labor in 
the State of Maine. He said he 
spoke for the group. If he is au
thorized as he said he was, to speak 
for them, -there was some opposi
tion. 

As far as I am concerned, per
sonally, it will be brought up in 
your minds if it has not already 
in the argument, we lawyers are 
aecused of having a selfish inter
est in this bill. I am not particu
larly interested in that angle be
cause the average lawyer knows the 
only lawyer this will hurt is the 
young lawyer who is just starting 
in, because the average lawyer who 
has developed a practice over a 
period of years - and does not 
neglect it by coming down here to 
,the Legislature - has about all he 
wants to do without handling col
lections. Most of us don't like them. 
I would have kicked them out of 
my office a long time ago, if it 
wasn't for one thing: a lawyer has 
certain clients and they have col
lections. If you advise them to take 
their collections elsewhere they will 
take their business with them: And 
you don't want to lose them. I just 
had a letter from a boy in Bridg
ton, ,to carry out this point a young 
lawyer who just got back from a 
number of months in servioCe. His 
office was closed. He called me up' 
I aske!i ~im to write me a letter'. 
He saId It was practically impos
?ib~e for ~im to get started again, 
If It hadn t been for ,the collections. 
I't wasn't the money, it was the 
contacts l?-e made wtth people that 
helped. hIm to get reestablished. 
That IS no sob story; thflit is the 
truth. 

I am convinced that this mea
sure does not accomplish what the 
proponents seek. It is entirely a 
plaintiff's bill. If the members of 
this Body want to discuss the New 
Hampshire law, I would be perfect
ly .willing to do so, but I am con
finmg myself to this particular law 
and I hope ~he majority report of 
the CommIttee on Judiciary 
"Ought Not to Pass," prevails. ' 

Mr. CROSS of Kennebec' Mr 
President and members of the Sen~ 
-ate: I am in rather an unenviable 
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position to argue any technical 
points of this bill, as I am not a 
lawyer. 

The bill appeals to me for the 
very reason the Senator from Ox
ford stated, which I interpreted 
differently from him; it is a small 
claims collection bill; because it 
does set up a speedy, not particu
larly technical method of collecting 
those bills. I am in business, my
self. I am a member of the Mer
chants' Association; I will tell you 
gentlemen so now, but I am not 
supporting the bill for that reason. 
It has been before this Legislature 
on three different occasions, possi
bly more, but of my own knowledge 
at three sessions. I have supported 
that bill each time because I felt 
it was a protection to the debtor 
and not altogether a means of col
lection for the creditor. Most of you 
gentlemen know that some very 
poor methods are used for collec
tion of bills by lawyers, highly 
technical ones, I don't think we 
need to go into that, but so much 
mpre technical than this bill that 
there is no comparison whatever. 
They can tie somebody up in knots 
so well that he has no means of 
getting out except hiring a lawyer 
and gOing to court. He is fully pro
tected by this law if his case is 
sound and he does not owe that 
bill, he is fully protected, and has 
a .fair chance to defeat it. On the 
other hand, if a married woman 
does owe the bill, the creditor is en
titled to his money. I see no reason 
why he shouldn't have a place to 
take it without going through the 
present highly technical law. 

There have been several points 
brought up in connection with this 
about which I would like to speak. 
First, under an interpretation of 
Sections 1 and 2, we might have 
occasions where other than debts 
would come into court; for instance, 
the word "slander" was mentioned. 
I cannot conceive of anyone get
ting to the point of suillQ: for shm
der and bringing in anything under 
$35 limit. I doubt very much wheth
er we would have any complications 
from that. ,Also, if a debtor owes 
the bill and the creditor has proven 
his case, I mean if he honestly 
owes the bill, very few debtors 
would be unable to scare up $35, 
$10, $5, $3, $2. as the case might 
be. The amount of $35 is so low, it 
cannot work very much hardship 
on anyone. If they owe the bill they 
would be perfectly agreeable to pay 
before it goes to court. They are 

fully protected by the disclosure 
portions of the bill. If the judge 
feels they cannot pay, he throws it 
out of court and there it dies. What 
I am trying to get at is, this bill 
is for both the creditor and the 
debtor. I believe the debtor is pro
tected, lOtO%. If he wants to settle 
the claim, he can do so easily. It 
is certainly no crime to owe money, 
but it is a crime to owe money 
when he can pay it, when some
one is trying to avoid payment of 
a bill for purely selfish reasons
there is nothing more provoking 
than someone who will avoid 
through technicalities payment of 
a bill-. I have probably got as 
many bad bills as anyone, and I 
doubt if I would use this court for 
more than one out of a hundred. 
If I can't collect a bill, I don't 
think any judge can, I don't think 
the court can do it. 

I think some of the argument of 
harm to the y'oung lawyer is pretty 
well explained by the following in
formation which most of you know 
first hand. In the past three ses
sions of the Legislature, the only 
ones who have signed the minority 
reports have been young lawy·ers. 
It is the same story in this case. It 
is the young lawyers who have 
signed the minority report, and 
their reasons as they have stated 
on the floor of the House, from 
which the report came, were that 
they did not wish to be &elected out 
as 'poor relations' of the lawyers. 
They were willing to take their 
chances on making a living with
out the small claims. I don't 
believe they will find there are many 
claims they wouldn't get. The av
erage business man pays a retainer 
to a lawyer and has him handle all 
hip, work, has him handle the claims. 
He is too busy; he'd rather hand 
them over in a group. 

This is just one more club for 
the lawyer to use. and God knows, 
he has enough now. He can threat
en them with one more. I would 
like to illustrate what can be done 
under the oresent law, and how lit
tle protectIon there is for a debtor. 
This man is 70 years of age, and 
lived within 20 miles of Augusta 
about 30 years ago. He is a very 
honorable type of man. He had al
ways made his brag. so to soeak, 
and I don't doubt it, that he always 
oaid hi~ bills, and he did. I have 
known him for 25 years. One day 
he came to me, he look·ed ten years 
older, he said, "Bert, I don't know 
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What to do about this. I have been 
in jail." He said 30 years ago he 
had traded at the local grocery 
store, and paid his grocery bill 
monthly. The man who owned the 
store died, and the executors turned 
the books over to a Iawyer. The 
lawyer sent him a request for pay
ment of a bill thirty years old, but 
he ignored it beeause he paid his 
bills monthly and he knew he 
didn't owe the bill. He didn't 
have any receipt, though. But 
one day the deputy sheriff ar
rived with a warrant 'for his arrest, 
and took him to the county jail and 
he was there two days. I don't know 
who signed the warrant-the claim 
was 30 vears old and had been out
lawed 23 years. When he told his 
story to the sheriff, he opened the 
door, and he said, "Go home and if 
I were you, I would sue the lawYer 
for false arrest." That is what 
happened to that man because he 
didn't know what to do and didn't 
call on his friends. 

I have very high respect for the 
average I a:wyer , but there are many 
who use the worst features of the 
present law and have no respect 
whatever for the poor debtor. This 
bill protects the debtor as much as 
it does the creditor. I believe this 
bill is liIOund legislation, and I hope 
the motion of the Benator from 
'Oxford County to accept the ma
jority report on this bill, will not 
prevail. 

Mr. DUNBAR of Washington: Mr. 
President and members of the Sen
ate: from remarks made by the pre
vious speaker, I should expect him 
When the vote is taken to vote with 
the majority of the Committee, 
"OUght Not to Pass." because that 
is where his argument lies that he 
is attempting and wants to attempt 
under this measure to protect the 
poor debtor who has summarily in 
the case he has illustrated, been 
thrown into jail for two days for 
failure to pay a bill that was 30 
years of age and outlawed. Under 
this bill you have before you to
day, you can't plead the statute of 
limitations; special pleas and dila
tory pleas are barred under this 
bill. This iniquitous bill-I shall 
say I consider it the worst piece 
of legislation that I have seen 
offered ,in this Senate at 'this ses
sion, and the Lord knows, we have 
had plenty of 'bhem-This particular 
bill is conceived in greed and is 
born o,f selfishness. I had supposed, 
When I became a member of the 

Legislatme, that Ithel'e were three 
c}asses 'of bills, measures, that we 
eonsidered: resolves, legislation Ithat 
was purely private and special, and 
g'eneral laws. But here, today, un
der the ,guise of a general law they 
are putting 'thJ1ough, or atJtempting 
to put through, 'Ia piece of private 
and special legislaltion ,to help out 
and assist the Mer'chants' Assoda
tion in the colleetion .. of bills" 'I1he 
State's Merohall'ts' Association are 
'the peo'ple back of ,this bill, and the 
Senator from Kennebec Oounty says 
he bdongs to tt, land tha't is perfect
ly rig,ht and proper for him to do 
so. They maint,ain 'Offices lat 142 
Free IStree't, in Bortland, Maine. 1t 
is well organized and well financed; 
the proof being the legisl3)ti ve 
agents they have had here at this 
session 'of 'the Legislature, one 'Of 
Whom has been a former Senator of 
this Body 'of ItWO years ago, and for 
whom I have the highest respeat, 
except 'that I '~ouldn''t understand 
it for ,t;he lifeQlf me, from the at
htude he 'took two years ago as a 
member 01' the Legal :Aff'airs Oom
mibtee of which I was likewise a 
member, whi'Ch voted unanimously 
-ind~ding the young lawyers--"that 
the bIll then before us sh'Ould not 
pass, and that piece of legisla,tion 
I hold here in my hand n'Ow was 
Legislative Document 314 and not 
'One bit different than the piece 'Of 
legislation we have got before UJS 
'today e"cept the ti,tle. 'I1he title 
today is, "An Act Relruting To Small 
Olaims." Two years ago it was, "An 
Act To Provide 1'101' Speedy and In
expensive Adjudica,tion of Small 
Olaims." When that bill went into 
the House, it was debated there and 
they passed it and it is Itrue, if I 
remember righitly, that this bill has 
been in the Legi,sla'ture at ItW'O pre
vious sessions. They have been able 
to get itt through 'the House. 

TheBRESl'DElNT: May I remind 
the Sena'tor he mUSIt not refer to 
acUon taken in the House for the 
purpose of influencing legislation in 
,this Body? 

'Mr. DUNBAR: I beg your pardon 
if I oversteDiPed, 

The PRESIDENT: 'I1he Ohair 
will stalte, however, that ,that would 
~pply to adion taken in 'the House 
a't 'this particular session and would 
not 'apply to aoti'On taken 3)t any 
previovis session of the Legislwture. 

Mr. DUNBkR: May I inquire of 
you, I am leading up to it, would I 
have the right Ito quote from the 
record that was made in here two 
years ago? 
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The PRESIDENT: The Ohair 
wlll stalte you have; and fur'ther 
state ,f'Or the informa;tion of the 
Senators in general 'that the only 
rule Ithe ,ohair knows anything 
about, in not referring ,to members 
of the House, is because 'Of 'the fact 
that 'the two branches 'Of the Legis
lruture are supposed to proceed in
dependently 'Of each otJher. It is n'Ot 
propBr 'for Sena'tors to l'efer to 
action 'taken in the House on any 
partiicular legislatton in order to in
fluence a,ction in this Body. 

Mr. DUNBAR: Thank you. I 
didn't want 'no transgress the rules. 
When 'that bill 'came in here two 
years ago, the Senator who has 
been workingf'Or 'the bill here this 
winter met it on its Committee Re
port, and stated-and I 'am reading 
fl'om page 717 of the Legislative 
RBc'Ord-: "Mr. President, I move 
the a'cceptance in nonc'Oncurrence 
of ,the unanimous report of the 
commibtee, "Ought Not To Pass." I 
will saytJhat this bill was mruturely 
considered in committee, and con
clusions were based less perhaps on 
'Objections to the objB(Jt sought than 
to unfortunate, and in some oases 
dangerous, provisions 'Of the bill it
self." 

Now, I do want to speak for the 
young lawyers. I have thB honor 
and distinction of being a member 
of the Board of Bar Examiners of 
this state, now serving my four
teenth year. I have lOQked into 
the faces of young lawyers-pros
pective young lawyers that desired 
to be admitted to the Bar. I know 
something of my troubles and trials 
when I started out to be a lawyer, 
39 yea,rs ago. I had no one inter
ested in me, as many of them have 
no one interested in them, to take 
them into some going law firm, well 
established, and give them a start. 
They will have to lOcate-as I had 
to locate-in some small communi
ty, which is not the place where I 
am now practicing law and I want 
to say to you and say to you frank
ly, if I have accomplished anything 
in my profession, if I have risen to 
any heights at all, I would not have 
been able to have so risen if we 
had had this sort of a bill 'Or law. 
I had to depend on small claims 
and friends who were ready to as
sist me. But this act takes away 
from a lawyer and the young law
yers the opportunity and puts it 
into the hands of collection a,gen
cies who are not lruwyers, who will 
use this bill for the purpose of col-

lecting the claims. The so-called 
merchants that belong to this As
sociation, they won't be filing their 
claims in court personally. They 
will be solicited by this organiza
tion, or similar collecting organiza
tions; they will say, "We did a good 
job for you in getting this bill 
thrO'ugh the Legislature. NO'W, you 
give us your business, and we can 
cut rates under what you would 
have to pay a lawyer. We can col
lect your bills for less. yOU won't 
have to' pay that $1.75; we will take 
care of that, if you will give us your 
business." Where will the yO'ung 
lawyer get a start? I have seen, 
since I have been on the Board, 
classes run from 35 or 40, to take 
the examinations, I have seen tha,t 
dwindle down to' a class of one 
since the war started. Last August 
we had 3; last February-we hold 
examinatiO'ns twice a year-there 
were two. A year ago February we 
had one. And I found when I 
came to' the Legislature this winter 
that they were pleased; you could 
hear it around the lobby; that they 
had a chance this year to put it 
over because there were sO' few law
yers in the Legislature. We know, 
as lawyers, in the Senate and in 
the House what it means to have 
so few lawyers in the Legislature. 
Perhaps some of yO'u have. felt it 
likewise. Where are they, where 
are they, the young lawyers? Those 
within the draft age and physical
ly fit are in the service of their 
country. They have been taken 
away from their classes; they haNe 
been taken away from their busi
nesses; and some of those who are 
left in this country are prepa,ring 
themselves, and some are across 
the water, somewhere, fighting to 
save our institutions and our liber
ties. And what are we doing here 
today? Attempting to pass a mea
sure that, when they cO'me back to 
us, they will find on the statute 
books O'f this state a law set up in 
which they had no opportunity to 
participate, that can jail their 
father or their mother or even their 
,wife; yes, and even setting up ma
chinery to jail them, while they 
were away, fighting for us, and 
denying them the right of appeal. 

Think it over, seriously. Don't 
vote on this measure, please, for 
selfish purposes; don't vO'te on this 
measure because you have got a few 
dollars in outstanding milk bills 
that somebody owes to you; don't 
vote on this measure if somebody 
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owes you a florist's bill; don't vote 
on this measure if somebody owes 
you for his wife's last dress. But 
IO'Ok at it in the broad principle; 
in the broad way. How is it going 
to' affect the public at large? If you 
will do that, if yO'U will leave sel
fishness out of it, if you will leave 
greed out of it, I have no fear 
as to what will happen to' this 
bill. This bill, as I read it, and the 
more I read it, the more I become 
disturbed, I say to myself, as I read 
it, "For Heaven's sakes, is Maine 
going forward or are we going 
back? Are we going back to the 
days when debtors were thrown in
to jail? Are we? Are we going 
back to the days of the Old Bailey 
in London and the Bastile in Paris? 
Are we go.ing back to the days of 
the sto.cks and the pillory and the 
ducking po.st-ducking stool-in this 
country? Those were the days, 
Senators, when people were sum
marily thrown into jail for debt." 
Two years ago. I had this card 
mailed to me by a gentleman, a re
tired Harvard professor who was 
on his vacation in the South. He 
knew no.thing about ·a bill pendfng 
before the Legislature then, which 
is similar to this bill, and from Vir
ginia on March 1, 1943, he sent me 
this card, "Ancient lawyers sent 
their friends to. places such as this, 
but we are immune in 1943," and 
on this is a picture of the jail in 
Virginia where the debtor was sent 
in times past. 

Now, I will admit maybe he is not 
summarily thrown into jail, but 
it doesn't make any difference 
whether he is thrown in 0.1' car
ried in in an auto.mO'bile; it is jail, 
nevertheless, and this bill, Sena
tors, this bill, this bill does full 
justice, full justice in my opinion 
to that Dickens' character of Old 
Scrooge, and as far as I am con
cerned, this bill from now on by 
me will be known as the '''Scrooge 
Bill." And I want to say now and 
on the record, and I have thought 
it over carefully before I dedded 
that I would say it, if this act be
comes a law-which I hope it nev
er will be; I hope the State of 
Maine will never be disgraced 
enough to pass it-but if it be
comes a law and a debtor is thrown 
into jail in my county under it, I 
offer him my services free of 
charge to take his case to the Su
preme Court of this Soate, to see if 
under the constitution of this state 
a man can be put in jail and de-

nied the right of an appeal. That 
is what bothers me; that is what 
bothers me with this bill. 

Only last week I was called out 
of the Judiciary Room and I met 
a young man in uniform, a Navy 
man. Someone had told him I 
was a member of the Board of Bar 
Examiners, and he wanted to know 
something abo.ut the procedure 
whereby he co.uld become a lawyer. 
He was a non-resident, but he had 
married a girl in Maine so he said 
he intended to make this stat~ his 
residence, and I to.ld him, first, he 
would have to establish a six 
months residence in Maine, as one 
qualification; then I told him what 
legal study he would have to pur
sue. And then he said to me, "I 
am bothered because I haven't had 
two years of college," which is a 
prerequisite now under our law. I 
said, "Have you had a high school 
educatio.n?" He said, "Yes." "Well," 
I said, "we have put a bill through 
the Legislature this winter," and I 
doubt if any of you noticed it ex
cept the lawyers; it was sponsored 
by the Board of Bar Examiners, 
and drafted by Mr. Atwood, our 
s·ecretary-and signed by the Gov
ernor the 15th day of March. It 
provides that a boy who has served 
two years in the service and has 
be·en ho.norably discharged, we 
will strike off the two yea.rs of col
lege and will permit him to take 
the examination if he has a high 
schoo.l education, upon the theory 
that a boy who has been in ser
vice and served two years, that his 
mind and brain have become 
broadened to such an extent that 
it is at least equivalent to two 
years of college." Now, you 
show me a similar Board-Dentis
try, Medical, Osteopathic, Hair 
Dressers, Barbers, or What-not -c 
that has passed any similar legisla
tion this wint·er. That is what we 
have done, and when I told the 
young man that, he stuck out his 
hand and said, "I thank you. That 
is good news to me." 

Now, I am taking a lot of time, 
but I must take the time. I can 
debate this for three hours, but r 
won't. What happens under this 
bill? And the reason I speak so 
feelingly on this-and I do speak 
deeply and feelingly on it, Senators 
-is becaus.e I came from the com
mon herd, lowly honorable, honest 
people. I nev·er had the pleasure 
of knowing my mother. She died 
when I was a mere baby, and I was 
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taken into the home of my pater
nal widowed grandmother to be 
reared. I know something of her 
troubles. We lived in a sardine 
town, seasonable work, trying to 
earn enough money during the 
summer to take her through the 
winter, 'and I have heard her dis
cuss and wonder if she was going 
tOo be able to earn enough to take 
us through, and it became settled 
into my very nature the fear of 
debt and the only thing I am 
thankful for today is that she was 
barred from having the fear that 
some creditor would put her in jail 
-that you could do under this bill, 
if you had had a law similar to 
this one at the time when she came 
along and I came along. 

Now, how does this bill work? 
At the outset, before I start on this, 
let me tell you who is opposIng this 
bill: well, the State Bar Associa
tion is opposed to it; the Sheriffs' 
organization is opposed to it; the 
judges of the municipal courts are 
opposed to it; and organized labor 
is opposed to it. 

Let us take an illustration of this 
bill. We will say Mr. A lives in a 
c·ertain community, and at the so
licitation of some collection agen
cy, turned over to them a flock of 
bills, a lot of bills, to take these 
bills and collect them. Now he is 
done with them. They start the 
machinery of the law gOing by fil
in« the:s·e claims in court. All right. 
We strike a Mr. B who is in that 
list of debtors. He is a man that 
has had a hard row, an honest 
man. He has got a family, five or 
six children, a baby six months old 
and twins 17 ye,ars old in high 
school. He has been paying this 
creditor what he could pay each 
week. But they owed a lot of oth
er bills. He gets this notice: he 
says, "I can't understand it. I have 
been paying on this bill." He goes 
to see the creditor about it. He 
says. "Y.es, it is true you have been 
paying, but you could pay faster." 
He says, "I couldn't pay faster. I 
hav·e got to take care of my chil
dren." "Well, you will have to go 
see the agency; it is all out of my 
hands." As 'a result the man dis
cusses it with his wife, "What am 
I going to do? We can't cut down 
on the baby's milk." "Well," she 
says, "I don't know. We can take 
the twins out of school, put them 
to work." "I dislike to do that. All 
I can give them in this life is a 
high school education," he says. 
"No. I will go to jail for the 30 

days, as provided in the law, before 
I will bake those chUdren out of 
school, or before I will deny my 
baby milk," and he goes to Jail. 

Now, you let that story permeate 
through the town where it occurs, 
or through the county where that 
occurs, Senators, and I am telling 
you, that storekeeper might just as 
well start liquidating his business 
because he is done. And I want to 
say to him, if he ever thought of 
running for public office, he will 
certainly have to have courage to 
offer himself as a 'candidate for 
that office, whatever it may be. 

I listened to debate on this bill 
by a layman. But I think he was 
badly advised by some attorney 'as 
to the law when he said you can
not sue a woman, if she is a mar
ried woman, because her husband 
is liable for her bills. I don't know 
how much weight that had at this 
session, in the other Body, but it 
is such poor law that I want to 
correct it. True, a husband is liable 
for his wife's bills, but if the wife 
makes a promise, "Let me have 
these goods, you charge them to 
me, I will pay for them," that is 
her debt as well as his. He can 
be sued on it, and she can be sued 
on it. Further, the same gentle
man, said, "I don't believe there is 
a man in the State of Maine who 
is a lawyer worthy of the name that 
will protest this bill on aecount of 
the pecuniary amount received by 
collecting small accounts at your 
expense." Well, I may not be 
worthy of the name of lawyer, but 
as long as I am a member of the 
Senate, I will speak and I don't see 
why I should be taxed, or the citi
zens of a county should be taxed, 
to pay the expense of officers' fees 
for committing the man to jail and 
also have to pay the expense of his 
board of $4.50 a week while he is 
in jail. No! 

I am taking too long, I know. 
Now, they say-they will g,ive you 

the idea that they want to get at, 
not the ordinary debtor, but at the 
dead-beat. There are very few 
dead-beats, I find, in this state or 
in my town or in my county, but if 
it is the dead-beats they want to 
get at, the dead-beat can beat this 
bill any time he wants to. All he 
has to do is get the confidence of 
the creditor, pay a little. until he 
gets his bill up to $35.50, and sit 
down on it. and you will do nothing 
on this bill. But the danger is, you 
are Jia.ble to force the honest debtor 
who is afraid to get his bill be10w 
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$35-YDU may make a dead-beat 
'Out of him, when he doesn't want 
to be made a dead-beat 'Of. That 
is the nature of this bill, Senators. 

Now, all through the lobby ~f this 
Legislature, I have hea:d, It h.as 
come tD me time and tIme agam, 
they have got this law in Ne~ 
Hampshire. Why don't ,,!e have It 
in Maine? I have heard It. I sul?
pose they did have this law m 
New Hampshire, until somebody 
took the trouble tD get. the New 
Hampshire Law. I have It here. I 
want to say, if any of you sen~t~rs 
have been fooled on the proposltlon 
that this is the New Hampshire law, 
you either misunders~od-I :want 
to be fair-you have eIther mISun
derstood the person that said ~t tD 
you Dr else you have been deceIved. 
We' have here today Bill No: 92, 
that contains almost seve!! prmte:d 
pages. The New HampshIre law IS 
here, and in double-spe,ced typ~
writing, it covers two pages. I WIll 
guarantee, you can put the. New 
Hampshire taw, and If you prmted 
it as this bill is printed, it will take 
no more than a page and a half. 
And under the New Hampshire law 
you can't jail a man as you can 
j'ail him in this case. You can't 
deny the right of appe~l as you can 
in this case. I have It here. Tp.e 
only thing like the New Hampsh.rre 
law that is similar to the Mame 
bill is the first paragraph, and that 
reads practically the same as our 
law. From that time on, there is 
no more likeness to the New Hamp
shire law than day is from night. 

To give you an illustratio!!, let 
me read the last part of sectIOn 8: 
"proceedings after judgment .. ~ll 
proceedings subsequent to rendItI,on 
of judgment follow the practICe 
and procedure now provided for." 
"now prDvided for." th~t I~ the 
r~ght of appeal. ExecutIOn ISSUes 
in New Hampshire: ND executIOn 
issues in Maine under this law. No, 
they didn't want the New Hamp
shire law, but you have been sold 
the New Hampshire law. It has 
been sDld to you, and some 'Of you 
may be in favor of this bill beca~e 
you think it is the New HampshIre 
law. 

Now there comes to my mind and 
I think it is appropriate to put this 
in: I have a book that I keep 'On 
a stand at the head of my bed. 
Any time I feel I might be losing 
the common touch I pick it up and 
I read it, or portions of it. It is 
by Edgar Lee Masters and it is en-

titled "Spoon River Anthology" and 
it is those who are speakmg after 
they have departed this. lire and 
they are speaking truthfully the 
thoughts they keep within them
selves during life. When thIS bIll 
came in I thought 'Of a certain par
agraph in that book that I thought 
fitted this bill. That is when I 
speak 'Of the selfishness and greed 
tnat is in it. And I turned to. the 
article entitled "Schroder the FIsh
erman". It was his observation of 
life, what he had run into, speak
ino- after he had departed. If I 
oannot quote it to you, I have it 
before me. Mr. Schroder said, "1 
sat on the bank ,above Bernadotte 
and I cast crumbs in the water just 
to see' the minnows bump each 
other until the strongest got the 
prize' or I went to my little pas
ture where the peaceful swine were 
asleep in the wallow or nosing each 
other lovingly and I emptIed 'a 
basket 'Of ye"low corn and watched 
them push and squeal and bite and 
trample each other just to get the 
corn. And I saw Christian Dall
man's farm of more than three 
thousand 'acres swallow the patch 
of Felix Schmidt as a bass will 
swallow a minnow. And I say if 
there is anything in man, spirit, or 
conscience or breath of God that 
makes him different from fishes or 
hogs, I'd like to see it work." 

What an unfortunate experience 
for that man as he passed through 
life. He had run into too many 
people who believed in the prin
ciple of this bill, "Get all you can 
no matter how you get it". I sup

'pose, going back to this bill there 
may be some people who have gone 
into bankruptcy. All right. You 
can be sued under this bill and 
you cannot set up bankruptcy 
'because it is denied to YDU. I sup
pose 'there may be people there wnD 
owe bills tha,t have beoome outlaw
ed. If YOu have, you cannot plead 
,the .statute 'Of limi:tations under this 
bill because it i:s denied ,to you. An
other 'cIass of people we have pro
tected-I do not know for how lDng 
-is the person we call the infant, 
'the pers'on under twenty-one years 
'Of 'age. He can be brought into court 
andoannot set up infancy as he can 
set ft up no'w. That is the bill and 
there is much more. 

I want to leave just one other 
,thoug;ht with you and I am serious 
in making it 'bo you· Many of us are 
here in 'this Senate this winter be
oause our friends of the opposition 
par,ty have no ,candidates to run 
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a~ainst us.. T1he creasDn fO'cr tha't, 
SenrutDcrs, was because tihey bJad nO' 
state issue, nO' state issue. But 'tf you 
pass this hill and if they keep their 
recDrd rigM, which I believe they 
will, if YDU pass this btll YDU will 
give them a strute issue. Maine is 
beginning to ,be a pretty indepen
dent sta,te in her voting. When y'Ou 
gO' .frDm seventy-five thDusand Re
pubhcan majority in September to' 
a Republioan majDrity 'Of fDurlteen 
thousand eight hundred in Novem
ber, when they did present to' the 
peDple ,a state issue Dr a natiDnal 
issue ilt is pretty independent 
vDting. 

NDW let me take Y'OU back because 
all YDU have ,to' dO' is remember 'tha,t 
in 1939 tlhere was putthrDu~h this 
legislature Ian autDmDbile 'title law. 
DO' y'OU 'remember it? DO' YDU re
member 'the eDmmotiDn it caused 
when it was put intO' 'OperatiDn? DO' 
YDU remember the Democrrut'k pal'ty 
meeting in PDrtland previO'us to' a 
meeting 'Of the Republi:can party in 
1940 ,and putting a plank in their 
platfDrm to' repeal that iniquitDus 
Law? DO' YDU remember us gO'ingin 
there a week la'ter and trying to' 
match them wHh it by likewise 
putting a plank intO' 'Our platfDrm 
'that we were 'OPPDsed to' it? ? DO' 
YO'U remember it? Then the issue 
was drawn. BO'th parties saying ,they 
were 'OppDsed to' it but fDr fear it 
w'Ould 'gO' intO' the 'campaign GDver
nDr BarrDws cO'nvened ,the legisla
ture in special legislative sessi'On 
and 'boak away ,frO'm them the right 
to' make ,a 'campatgn is'sue 'Of this 
bill. 

Lf YDU pass !this bill they will 
start pU!tting sameDne in j,ail-and 
they will dO' it because they will 
waIllttD make a pDlitical issue 'Of i:t. 
I say it will dO' nO' good to put 
something in :the plaUDrm s'aying 
that YDU ,are misbaken, Dr even leg
lislate in special sessiDn. You prD
vIde 'the peDple with a state issue 
that 'they have been gropinlg fDr 
and l'ODkingfDr. I rug,ain say 'in my 
oounlty when we had ,a ,thirty five 
hUIlJdred majDrity in September g'O
ing ,to' five hundred demDomtic in 
NDvember, it wDuld be enDugh to' 
deferut SenatO'r Washburn and my
self land at least half the members 
D.f Ithe HO'use. PeI"haps some 'Of YDU 
wDuld slay it wDuld have been a good 
thing Hit had been dDne. That will 
happen las sure 'as I am talking to 
you nDW. NDW Sena,tDrs, I am serious 
'On that. There lis nO' need of this 
bill. 

If this bill is passed YDU will 
'Open ,bhe way fDr the mail 'Order 
hDuses whO' will ex'tend credit be
cause they wiLl knDw if the bills 
aren't paJd :the debtDrs ,can be put 
in j,ail and they will sDlici t the busi
ness and YDU will IDse a lot which 
will gO' 'Outside 'the sVate. 

I am pleading with YDU. DDn"t 
vDte fDr this bill just beoause you 
have a few bills 'Of your 'Own. Collect 
them in the usual way· There is a 
usual ,and a proper way-the way 
y'Ouc'Ollec:t them now. I hope the 
mDtiDn 'Of the Senatar frDm Ox
ford. SenatDr DDW, 'will prev'ail. 

Mr. BISHOP 'Of SagadahDc: Mr. 
PreSident, I am confused. I am re
minded Df histDry, whereby humble 
Abe Lincaln debated with the elD
quent Stephen DDuglas. In this 
case, we find lawyers disagree and 
I wDuld refer to the case of twO' 
years agO' when one of 'Our cDl
leagues, a statesman oPPDsed this 
measure. That situatiDn has chang
ed. That same person is nDW a pro
ponent for this measure. 

In my humble prDfession when 
anYDne does sDmething contrary to' 
what they believe, for mDney, it is 
considered bribery. I am cDnfused 
to' knDw where statesmanship leaves 
'Off and bribery begins. 

Now, I fe-el we are fumbling and 
stumbling 'Over wards and sentences. 
I like simplicity. Our statutes in 
the State of Maine are crammed 
full of unnecessary words and CDn
.fusing sentences. Now, this New 
Hampshire law that has been re
ferred to' that was argued befDre 
the cDmmittee and has been refer
red to here this morning wDrks well 
in New Hampshire. It is a simple 
law. It is easily understaod. Now, 
let us in the State 'Of Maine make 
an attempt at simplicity. I have 
here in my hand a Senate amend
ment. It is a copy 'Of the New 
Hampshire law, a law that wDrks 
well for them and I believe wDuld 
WDrk well fDr us. I am friendly 
to' the small claim court idea but 
I want 'One that is simple and ef
fective, and if it is in 'Order, Mr. 
President, I would 'Offer Senate 
Amendment "A" and move its adDp
tiDn. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair 
wDuld stabe it is not in 'Order at 
the present time, the questiDn being 
upDn the adoptiDn 'Of the cDmmittee 
repDrt. 

Mr. CROSS: Mr. President and 
members 'Of the Senate, it is un-



LEGISLATIVE RECORD-SENATE, APRIL 4, 1945 681 

-fortunate, I feel, after the moving 
discourse of the Senator from Wa.sh
ington Senator Dunbar, that I do 
not weep easily, having been .com
pared to various animals of diff~r
ent hue, having been char~ed WIth 
resembling Scrooge-I. thmk !he 
Senator slipped slightly m not gomg 
back slightly and speaking of Shy-
lock and his pound of flesh.. . 

We are here to pass leglSlatlOn 
which is good for the people of 
Maine and in their welfare. lf t):1e 
lawyers on the Judiciary CommIt
tee in the past and those on the 
Legal Aff'airs Commi~te~ hav:e f~lt 
there was some ment m thIS bIll 
and have quoted the New Hamp
shire law why have not they re
ported it' out in a new draft and 
put such good legislation on the 
books? Apparently they have oth
er reasons. 

As I listened to the Senator fro!ll 
Washington, Senator Dunbar, m 
his plea, I began tq belieye the 
only altruists in thIS legIslature 
were the lawyers. I began to be
lieve the only volunteers in the 
armed forces, the only persons who 
were willing and able and had gone 
to War were the lawyers. I deep
ly res·ent that and I think every 
member of the Senate does, and if 
I am mistaken in interpreting- his 
words I am sorry, but I understand 
he said or did imply that the law
yers were away fighting our war 
for us and I a.sk you gentlemen 
who are in business and you gen
tlemen who are not in business, if 
you have any friends who have had 
to shut up or leave in the hands of 
relatives or their wives, their small 
businesses? I know thousands of 
them in this area. They are just 
as much interested in the laws we 
pass here as the lawyers who are 
fighting- beside them. Some of the 
best friends I have in Augusta are 
now over across. Some have paid 
the supreme penalty, some the 
supreme sacrifice, and many of 
them are lawyers. The best friend 
I have on earth is the man who 
first introduced this small claim bill 
-I do not know that he introduced 
it but he was the sponsor of it
and he was a lawyer and I had 
every faith in his legal 'ability. I 
had every faith in his human abil
ity and if he said it was good leg
isiation from the legal standpoint 
I still stand by it. 

I know, as I said before, hun
dreds of small business men in the 
war and this bill here will help Pl'O-

tect them and people who are run
ning their business for. them. In 
many cases it is their :WIves, and I 
say to you that the. dIff.erence be
tween making- a llvmg m a small 
business is in your accounts r~
ceivable. The moment y~u b.egl:n 
losing money in your credIts, It ~s 
not long before you go out of bUSI-
ness. . 

This law or a similar law.1s now 
on the books in every state m New 
England. It is on the books of ne~r
ly half the states of the l!mo:n 
and to my knowledge and bellef It 
has never been repealed by any 
legislature. If so, I would be glad 
to have the opposition. p~int it o~t. 
If there is any dement m the bIll 
it will certainly show up later. If 
we are influenced in our vote by 
political reasons and not by ~he 
merits of the bill, I do not thmk 
I know the members of t~e Sena~e. 

Mr. McKUSICK of PlScataqulS: 
Mr. President and members of the 
Senate, I would not be so pre
sumptuous as to attempt to ~eba~e 
the merits and demerits of thIS bIll 
on a technical basis with the legal 
fmternity. I am not a member of 
the merchants' association, but I 
am the father of a boy in unifonn 
who has a college degree and if. 
the war had not come on he would 
have gone to law school and in the 
course of events apply for admis
sion to the Bar and if he returns 
and comes out of uniform, it is his 
purpose to continue and become a 
member of the Bar; and yet I am 
still in favor of the small claims 
court. 

There are certain things about 
this bill which. I think are worth 
calling to your attention in 'a few 
words. We have been accused. of 
greed. I wonder why the shenffs 
oppose this bill. Is it for any 
reason except that they will lose a 
few fees? There is no other reason 
that I know of. 

There is another feature and I 
am surprised that it hasn't been 
spoken of. We have been speaking 
of the poor debtor. I wonder if we 
forget the poor creditor. People of 
abundant means are not always 
good payers of bills. It is entirely 
possible and frequently happens 
that an employer may have small 
amounts due him. He does not 
want to go through ,the process of 
court to collect a small bill of $20 
or $25. At the same time he needs 
the money to feed his children. The 
poor creditor has to have money to 
pay his bills the same as the poor 
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'debtor. It has been brought out 
that every state in New England 
has a small claims court and Maine 
is the only one that has not. We 
must be satisfied that there is a 
demand for the small claim court 
for it has come up time after time. 
I say the Judiciary Committee 
would have had time to have cor
rected any defects in the bill and 
amended it. 

I hope this will pass and if it 
doesn't work out it can be amended 
at the next session of the legis
lature. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of the Senator from Oxford, Sena
tor Dow, that the majority report 
"Ought Not to Pass" be adopted. 

Mr. GOOD of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I didn't intend to say 
anything on this measure, but re
ceiving a letter the other day fr~m 
a judge in Caribou and the h~gh 
sheriff in Aroostook County askmg 
me tOo go on record opposing this 
small claims bill, I feel it my duty 
as a Senator, representing those 
people, to comply with their wishes 
as far as 1")ossible. 

Personally, there is one thing I 
do not like and that is to take 'away 
the rights Qlf appeal. It seems as 
though back in the past years our 
laws wOorked fairly well-probably 
not perfect-and we are passing 
laws here that probably won't be 
perfect, but we are trying to hang 
to this tradition that men are to 
be free and men are gOing to have 
an equal chance. 

We know in this age it is a day 
of streamline, and I am oppOosed to 
streamlining legislation to the ex
tent that we can go out and take 
a young man who has been un
.fortunate and cannot meet his 
obligations, and because we may 
not be feeling right that day we 
say we are going to put him in 
jail because he doesn't pay us. 

They argue there are papers they 
can provide. How many men of 
the average class are gOing to get 
sworn affidavits and papers signed 
-and they have got to do it within 
a day if they are brought into court. 
If they don't do it there is con
tempt and yOoU can goo and take 
that man and throw him into jail 
because he has not filed the papers. 
I have had experience with people 
and I have dealt with a good many 
and I find they don't make out 
many papers. A great many people 
don't know how to make them. out. 
It takes a lawyer. A great many 

don't know what an affidavit is and 
therefore, they won't even sign a 
paper. 

The New Hampshire law, as I 
understand it, is nothing like this 
and it works all right as far as I 
am concerned. Chain stores 'are in 
favor of this kind of a bill. Chain 
stores and mail order houses will 
extend -credit up to a certain point 
and they know 'that they can collect 
the bills owed them because they 
will know how it can he done, be
cause the men will either payor go 
to jail. It may be a fa;ther or it 
may be a mother and still they 
say it is good times. I do not .call 
it good times. I never consider 
good times at the sacrifice of young 
men. This war is the reason we 
are having this influx of wealth. I 
,tried to picture in my mind as I 
sat here the boys who are going all 
over the coun'try everywhere, to all 
parts of the world and they are 
coming back and we want the same 
kind of laws that they had when 
they went away. Unfortunllltely they 
will be weakened in nerves and 
strength and some of them may 
contraet small bills and they can 
be put in jail if they are unable 
to pay. How would I feel thinking 
of ,the boys I said goodbye to who 
went to Burma and India and up 
into Ohina and God knows where 
he is now - supposing he came 
home and I was not able to help 
him and he owed a man a ten 
dollar bill. What he had done for 
his country, where he might have 
made the supreme sa,crifice would 
not be considered but because he 
could not pay this bill they could 
put him in jail. It makes a differ
ence when it touches home. 

I 'think it is time we as legislators 
give these people and these unfor
tunates a chance to appeal. If they 
make that change in this bill I have 
not a word to say. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Pres~dent, un
less this debate is ready to close 
and we are ready to vote on it, I 
move we recess until four o'clock 
this afternoon. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it the pleas
ure of the Senate thlllt we recess 
until four o'dock this afternoon? 

A viva voce vote being had 
The motion ,to recess did not pre-

vail. 
Mr. NOYES of Hancock: Mr. 
Pres~dent, I move the previous 
question. 

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc: Mr. 
President, I ,am confused again. I 
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wish to inquire if this means there 
can he no further discussion on 
this matter. 

The PRESIDEINT: The Chair will 
state if the motion for the previous 
question is voted, the main ques
tion will be put at once without 
further debate. 

Mr. BISHOP: Mr. President, may 
I debate it now? 

The PRESIDE'NT: The Chair will 
sta:te that the question is whether 
the main question shall be put now 
and the Senator is not entitled to 
debate the merits of the bill in
volved. 

'Mr. BISHOP. Mr. President, this 
,bill has merit enough to need dis
cussion and we should have all the 
di&~ussion and not call any time 
out until this thing has >been 
brought to a head, s6 I hope we 
can finish the j[}b and not try to 
cut corners but debate the issue, 
so I hope the motion will nat pre
vail. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before ,the Senate is shall the main 
question be put now. 

A viva voce vote being doubted 
A division of the Senate was had. 
Twenty-seven having voted in the 

affirmative and one opposed, the 
motion prevailed. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
of 'the Senator from Oxford, Sena
tor Dow, .that theE:enate adopt 
the Majority Report "Ought 'Not to 
Pass." 

Mr. DOW of Oxford: Mr. Presi
dent, when the vote is taken, I ask 
that it be taken by Yeas and 'Nays. 

The PREISIDENT: The Senator 
from Oxford, Senator Dow, has re
quested that the vote be taken by 
Yeas and Nays. Under the Con
st~tution, to order the Yeas and 
Nays, the affirmative vote of one
fifth of the membership of the Sen
ate is required. Is the Senate ready 
for the question? 

A division of the Senate was had. 
Obviously more than one-fifth 

having risen, the Yeas and Nays 
were ordered. 

Mr. BISHOP: Mr. President
The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 

inquire for what purpose the Sen
ator rises? 

Mr. BISHOP: Mr. President, I 
wish to inquire if it is possible to 
discuss this? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state that the Senator cannot dis
cuss the merits of this bill. 

Mr. BISHOIP: Mr. President, may 
I express myself on another matter? 
A general matter? 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
state that the Senator is out of or
der. The question is on the motion 
that the Senate adopt the "Ought 
Not to Pass" report of the commit
tE';:!. Is the Senate ready for the 
question. 

The Secretary called the roll: 
YEA: Senators: Batchelder, 

Boucher, Brown, Clements, Clough, 
Currier, DorI', Dow, Dunbar, Hood, 
Howes, Sterling, Townsend, Wash
burn. Welch-15. 

NAY: Senators: Bishop, Cleaves, 
Cross, Denny, Hall, Hopkins, Lea
vitt, McKusick, Morrill, Noyes, 
Owen, Savage Sayward, Smith, 
Spear, Willey-16. 

ABSENT: Sen a tor GOUld. 
Fifteen having voted in the af

firmative and sixteen opposed the 
motion to adopt the "Ought Not to 
Pass" report did not prevail. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Cro~,~ of Kennetec:, the Minority 
Report "Ought to Pass" was r rioptfd 
in concurrence and the bill was 
given its first reading and tomorrow 
assigned fm second reading. 

Ml'. BISHOP: Mr. President, in 
ord'~r that this New Hampshire law 
might be discussed if we think it 
proper, I offer Senate Amendment 
A and move its adoption for the 
sake of discussion. 

Mr. DUNBAR of Washington: Mr. 
President, if in order I would like 
to have Senate Amendment A lie 
on the table and be printed. 

The PRESIDENT: The Chair will 
stat'~ for the amendment to be in 
order for presentation, the Senate 
must first reconsider its action 
whereby it assigned thoe bill foOl' sec
ond. reading tomorrow and then it 
would. be in a positioOn where the 
amendment coul.i 'be offered to the 
bill. and the amendment lie on the 
table. Is it the pleasure of the Sen
at? to P2conside'l' tho;) art;on nakpn 
a, f'~w minutes ago whereby the bill 
was tomorrow assigned for second 
reading. 

Mr. CROSS of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, we voted on the bill in 
its original form and I can see 
nothing to be gained by reconsid
ering. There will be ample time 
to present an amendment as time 
goes on. Considering the hour of 
the day I hope reconsideration fails. 

The PRESIDENT: The question 
before the Senate is on the motion 
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of the Senator from Sagadahoc, 
Senator Bishop that the Senate re
consider its action whereby this bill 
was tomorrow assigned for second 
reading. 

A viva voce vote being had 
The motion to reconsider did not 

prevail. 

On motion by Mr. Brown of Aroos
took 

Recessed until this afternoon at 
four o'clock. 

After Recess 

The Soenate was called to order by 
the President. 

On motion by Mr. Dow of Ox
ford, the Senate voted to take 
from the table bill, An Act Relating 
to the Payment of Taxes by Do
mestic Insurance Companies (H. 
P. 1419) (L. D. 1091) tabled by that 
Soena.tor earlier in today's session 
pending adoption of the "Ought to 
Pass in New Draft" report of the 
.committee in concurrence; and on 
further motion by the same Sena
tor. the report of the committee was 
<adopted in concurrence and the bill 
was given its first reading. 

Thereupon, House Amendment A 
was read and adopted in concur
rence, and under suspension of the 
rules, the bill as so amended was 
given its second reading and passed 
to be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Owen 'Of Ken
nebec, the Senate voted to take 
from the table Senate Report 
"Ought Not to Pass" from Com
mittee on Salaries and Fees on bill 
An Act to Increase Salary of 
Sheriff of Kennebec County, (18. P. 
263) (L. D. 624) tabled by that Sen
ator on March 22 pending adoption 
of the report. 

Mr. OWEN of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, I now move that the 
Senate substitute the bill for the 
report and I might say in support 
of my motion that I do not think 
this is in opposition to any wishes 
of the members of the committee, 
but it will save time, rather than 
to have it recommitted. 

The motion to substitute the bill 
for the report prevailed and the 
bill was given its first reading. 

Thereupon, Mr. Owen of Ken
. nebec presented Senate Amendment 
A and moved its adoption: 

"Senate Am·endment A to S. P. 
263, L. D. 624, bill, An Act to In
crease Salary of Sheriff of Kenne
bec County. 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the underlined figures '$3300' in the 
last line thereof, and inserting in 
place thereof the underlined fig
ures '$3000'." 

Which amendment was adopted, 
and the bill as so amended was to
tomorrow assigned for second read
ing. 

On motion by Mr. Sterling of 
Somerset, the Senate voted to take 
from the table House Report 
"Ought to Pass" from the Commit
tee on State Lands and Forest 
Preservation on Resolve Authoriz
ing the Forest Commissioner to 
Convey Oertain Interest of the 
State in Lands in Oxford County 
to Fred L. Edwards of Hethel (H. P. 
100S) (L. D. 556) tabled by that 
Senator on March 22 pending' ac
ceptance of the report in concur
rence; and on further motion by the 
same Senator, the "Ought to Pass" 
report of the Committee was adopt
ed in concurrence and the resolve 
was given its first reading. 

Thereupon, Mr. Sterling of Som
erset presented Senate Amendment 
A and moved its adoption: 

"Senate Amendment A to H. P. 
1008, L. D. 556, <Resolve Authoriz
ing' the Forest Commissioner to 
Convey Certain Interest of the 
State in Lands in Oxford County 
to Fred L. Edwards of Bethel. 

Amend said resolve by adding at 
the end thereof before the period, 
the following: 'for the sum of 
$853.25.' " 

Which amendment was adopted 
and the resolve as so amended was 
tomorrow a.ssigned fGr second read
ing. 

On motion by Mr. Sterling of 
Somerset, the Senate voted to take 
from the table Resolve Authorizing 
the Forest Commissioner to Con
vey Certain Interest of the State in 
Lands in Oxford County to Fred 
L. Edwards of Bethel (H. P. 1(07) 
(L. D. 555) tabled by that Senator 
on March 21 pending assir<nment 
fGr &econd reading; and on further 
motion by the same Senator, the 
rules were suspended and the bill 

. was given its second reading and 
passed to be engrossed in concur
rence. 
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On motion by Mr. Bishop of 
Sagadahoc, the Senate voted to 
take from the table bill, An Act 
Relating to Liquor Licenses in Un
organized Territory Where No Elec
tions are Held (H. P. 1405) (L. D. 
1076) tabled by that Senator on 
April 3 pending assignment for sec
ond reading; and on further mo
tion by the same Senator, the rules 
were suspended and the bill was 
?"iven its second reading and passed 
'~o be engrossed in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Bishop of 
Sagadahoc, the Senate voted to 
take from the table House Report 
"Ought to Pass in New Draft" (L. 
D. 1005) from the Committee on 
Inland Fisheries and Game on bill, 
An Act Relative to Use of Live 
Decoys and Blinds (H. P. 878) (L. 
D. 498) tabled by that Senator on 
March 27 pending adoption of the 
report in concurrence; and on fur
ther motion by the same Senator, 
the "Ought to Pass in New Draft" 
report of the committee was adopted 
in concurrence and the bill was 
given its first reading and tomorrow 
assigned for second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Cleaves of 
Cumberland, the Senate voted to 
take from the table (H. P. 1279) 
(L. D. 922) House Report "Ought to 
Pass in New Draft Under Same 
Title" (H. P. 1402) (L. D. 1073) 
from Committee on Salaries and 
Fees on bill, An Act to Increase the 
Salary of the County Treasurer of 
Cumberland County, tabled by that 
Senator on April 3 pending adop
tion of the report in concurrence; 
and on further motion by the same 
Senator, the "Ought to Pass in New 
Draft Under the Same Title" report 
was adopted in concurrence and the 
bill was given its first reading. 

Thereupon, Mr. Cleaves of Cum
berland presented Senate Amend
ment A and moved its adoption: 

"Senate Amendment A to H. P. 
1402, L. D. 1073, bill, An Act to 
Increase the Salary of the County 
Treasurer of Cumberland county. 
Amend said bill by deleting in the 
last line thereof, the underlined 
figures '$2500' and inserting in place 
thereof, the underlined figures 
'$2200'." 

Which amendment was adopted 
and the bill as so amended was 
tomorrow assigned for second read
ing. 

On motion by Mr. Noyes of Han
cock, the Senate voted to take from 
the table bill, An ,Act Governing the 
Production of Milk and Cream (S. 
P. 383) (L. D. 1016) tabled by that 
Senator on March 27 pending pass
age to be engrossed; and on further 
motion by the same Senator, the bill 
was passed to be engrossed. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Batchelder of 
York, the Senate voted to take from 
the table bill, An ,Act Relating to 
Requirement for Restaurant Licen
ses (H. P. 1265) (L. D. 888) tabled 
by that Senator on April 2 pending 
passage to be enacted; 'and on 
further motion by the same Sena
tor, the Senate voted to reconsider 
its former action whereby the bill 
was passed to be engrossed in con
currence and that Senator offered 
Senate Amendment A and moved 
its adoption: 

"Senate Amendment A to bill, An 
Act Relating to Requirement for 
Restaurant Licenses, H. P. 1265, L. 
D. 888. Amend said bill by insert
ing in the 7th line thereof, after 
the underlined word 'any' the un
derlined words 'honora;bly dis
charged'." 

Which amendment was adopted 
and the bill as so amended was 
passed to be engrossed in non
concurrence. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Welch of 
Aroostook, the Senate voted to take 
from the table Senate Report "Leg
islation Inexpedient at the Present 
Time" from the Committee on Mo
tor Vehicles on bill, "An Act Ex
empting Farmers from Regulations 
in re Motor Vehicles Used in Intra
state Traffic (S. P. 257) (L. D. 627) 
tabled by that Senator on March 23 
pending adoption of the report; and 
on further motion by the same 
Senator, the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Welch of 
Al'oostook, the Senate voted to re
consider its a,etion 'taken earlier in 
toda,y's session whereby H. P. 1258, 
L. D. 882, bill, An Act Relating to 
Registration of Voters was passed 
to Ibe engrossed in concurrence; 
and on ,further motion by the same 
Sena;tor, the bill wa'S laid upon the 
table pending pass,age to be en
grossed in concurrence. 
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On motion by Mr. Brown of 
Aroostook, the Senalte vnbed to take 
from 1J1e taible bill, An Act ReLating 
to Licensing ,Steam Engineers and 
Firemen (H. p. 830) (L. D. 435) 
tab'led by tha't Senator on February 
28 pending passage <to be engrossed 
in '0oncurren~e. 

Mr. BROWN of Aroostook: Mr. 
President, I ta:bled this bill becruuse 
there was another firemen and en
gineer bill (loming along and I 
didn't know but what ·tha<t mi€l'h't 
coveT i:t. I therefore have no objec
rbion to this bill. 

Mr. HOPKLNS of Kennebec: Mr. 
President, this bill carries ,the same 
title as the bill on whiDh the Senate 
expressed i'tseH yesterday. I would 
like to present an .amendment in 
order t'0 have 'the bill in keeping 
with the action taken by the Senaite 
yesterd1ay. I therefore present Sen
RIte Amendment A and move its 
adoption. 

The Secretary read ·tlhe amend
ment: 

"Senate Amendment A ,to bill, An 
Acct R21ating t.o Lkensin~ steam 
Engineers and Fireman (H. P. 830) 
(L. D. 435). Amend said bill by add
ing in 'tJle 6,th line, ,follow,ing the 
enacting clause, afte,r the word 're
quired', 'the following words: 'and 
where the source of energy is by 
direct radiation from 'the sun'." 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Owen of Kennehec, the bill and ac
comp:mying papers were laid upon 
the ta!ble pending motion by the 
Senator from Kennebec, Senator 
Hopkins tha't the Senate adopt 
Senrute Amendment A. 

On mo,tion by Mr. Smitm. of Knox, 
the Sena'te voted to take from the 
taJble bill An Act Relating to Olerk 
Hire in the Oounty Offices in Knox 
Oounty, (S. p. 418) (L. D. 1101) 
tabled by tha,t Sena,tor on April 3 
pending assi~nment for second 
reading, and tha;t Senator presented 
Senate Amendment A and moved 
its ·adoption. 

"Senate Amendment A <to bill An 
Act Relating to Olerk Hire in the 
Oounty Offices in Knox Ooun:ty, S. 
P. 418, L. D. 1101. Amend said bill 
by striking out all of 'the last line 
and by adding the following: 'This 
act small remain in force rnltil 
ninety days af·ter tm.e end of the 
first regular session of the legisla
ture which sha:ll convene af·ter the 
terminaition of the war. Lt is the 
intent of the legislatme to c'hange 
the pr·esent statute for such a 

period, ,a:f,ter whklh period the 
present stllitute shall remain in full 
for,c.e and efi',ect.''' 
Wh~ch amendmellit was adopted 

and the bill as so amended was to
morrow assigned for second read
ing. 

On motion by Mr. Denny 'Of Lin
(JoIn, 'tihe Senate voted to take from 
'the table bill, An Act Re1ating to 
Prevention of Bang's Disease by the 
Department of Ag~icuIture (S .P. 
125) (L. D. 330) trubled by that Sen
ator on Mar'ch 29 pending passage 
to Ibe enacted; and on .further 
motion by the same Sena;tor, the 
rules were suspended and the Sen
,a:te voted ·to reconsider its former 
adion whereby ,the bill was passed 
to he engrossed and that Senator 
presented Senate Amendment A to 
bill An Act Relwting ito Prevention 
of Bang's Disease by the Depart
ment of Agriculture, S. P. 125, L. 
D. 330. Amend siaid bill by restor
ing the crossed out word 'may' in 
the last line 'Of Section 2 'thereof 
and by striking out the underlined 
word 'must' in said last line of Sec
tion 2.''' 

'Which amendment was adopted, 
and the biH as amended by Sena·te 
Amendment A was passed to he en
grossed in non-·concurrence· 

Sent down for ooncurrenee. 

The PRESIDENT: The Senrute is 
proceeding under Orders of the Day. 

On mntion by Mr. Good of Aroos
took, the Senate voted to take from 
the table Resolve to Reimburse the 
Town of Amherst for Suppression of 
a Forest Fire (H. P. 1381) (L. D. 
1(1511tabled by that Senator on 
April 3 pending passage ,to be en
grossed in concurrence; and on 
further motion by the same Senator 
the resolve was passed to be en
grossed in concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Good of Aroos
took, the Senate voted to take from 
the table Resolve to Reimburse the 
Town of iSalem for Forest Fire (H. 
P. 501) (L. D. 999) ta;bled by that 
Senator on April 2 pending final 
passage, and on further motion by 
the same ·Senator the resolve was 
finally passed. 

On motion by Mr. Spear of Cum
berland 

Adjourned until tomorrow morn
ing at ten o'clock. 




