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HOUSE 

Tuesday, April 17, 1945. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Akeley of 
Gardiner. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair would like to read to the 
members of the House Rule 32 and 
make a few comments on it, par
ticularly for the benefit of the new 
members of the House. 

House Rule 32 reads as follows: 
"When a motion for the previous 
question is made, the consent of 
one-third of the members present 
shall be necessary to authorize the 
Speaker to entertain it. No debate 
shall be allowed until the matter of 
consent is determined. The previ
ous question shall be submitted in 
the following words: Shall the 
main question be put now? No 
member shall speak more than five 
minutes on the motion :for the pre
vious question, and while that ques
tion is pending a motion to lay on 
the table shall be decided without 
debate. A call for the yeas and 
nays, or for division of a question, 
shall be in order after the main 
question has been ordered to be 
put. ,After the adoption of the pre
vi.ous question, the vote shall be 
taken forthwith upon amendments, 
and then upon the main question." 

That rule is rather confusing to 
some members. In legislative as
semblies there are two methods of 
operation in regard to debate. In 
the United States Senate debate is 
unlimited. In the House of Rep
resentatives it is limited by a rule 
similar to this. The Chair would 
caution the members upon the 
hasty use of this motion, particu
larly when only one side of the 
question seems to have been repre
sented, and the Chair would also 
call the attention of the members 
to the ,fact that whenever the ques
tion is raised, that first the House 
decide whether or not one-third of 
the members of the House are in 
favor of putting the question and 
then, after that is decided, it is 
open to debate whether the main 
question shall be put now, and if 
any of the members on one side or 
the other have reason not to want 
the main question to be put now, 

they have an opportunity for five 
minutes to explain their reasons 
therefor, con fi n i n g themselves 
wholly to that question. 

Now I think perhaps, with that 
explanation, we may not run into 
any situation such as we ran into 
yesterday. We do have a method 
by which we can hold off debate, 
but it should be very cautiously 
used. 

Pa.pers frum the' Senate 
Senate Reports .of Committees 

Final Repurts 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Aeronautics. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Banks and Banking. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Library. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Memantile Affairs and Insurance. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Post War -Planning. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Taxation. 
Came 'from the Senate read and 

accepted. 
In the House, read and accepted 

in concurrence. 

Consolidated Resolve 
Report of the Committee on Pen

sions on the following Resolves: 
S. P. 59, Resolve Providing for a 

state Pension for Nancy A. Gilbert, 
of Monroe. 

S. P. 64, Resolve Providing for an 
Increase in State Pension for Ger
trude Craig, of Glenburn. 

S. P. 104, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Clifford H. Doore, of 
Charleston. 

S. P. 119, L. D. 224, Resolve Pro
viding for an Increase in state 
Pension for Donald Wilson, of 
Bath. 

S. P. 120, L. D. 223, Resolve 
Granting a state Pension to Fred
erick C. Chandler, of Bath. 

S. P. 148, L. D. 354, Resolve 
Granting a State Pension to Maud 
Lowell Tuffs, of Lewiston. 

s. P. 149, L. D. 355, Resolve 
Granting a State Pension to Dana 
E. Smith, of Guilford. 

S. P. 150, L. D. 356, Resolve Pro
viding for an Increase in state 
Pension for Everett Pelkey, of Ma
pleton. 

S. P. 151, L. D. 357, Resolve Pro
viding for an Increase in State 
Pension for Mildred Kennedy, of 
Easton. 
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S. P. 208, L. D. 476, Resolve 
Granting a Pension to Mervyn Mc
Cusick, of Somerville. 

S. P. 258, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Emery Bartlett, of Mexico. 

S. P. 259, Resolve Providing for a 
State Pension for Herbert H. Over
lock, of Bangor. 

S. P. 260, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Birdena Whit
tffillore Foster, of Mexico. 

S. P. 332, L. D. 819, Resolve Pro
viding for a State Pension for Mel
lon Hanagin, of Houlton. 

H. P. 100, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Percy C. Jakins, of Winslow. 

H. P. 150, Resolve in Favor of 
Roger T. Creamer, of Thomaston. 

H. P. 151, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Louise Royal, 
of Bangor. 

H. P. 152, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Heber V. King, 
of Islesboro. 

H. P. 153, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Mrs. Blanche Wallace, 
of Lubec. 

H. P. 188, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to George W. Gray, of 
Randolph. 

H. P. 189, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Edith Carver, of Gardi
ner. 

H. P. 218, Resolve Providing for a 
State Pension for Abbie Small, of 
Jay. 

H. P. 219, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in state Pension for 
Elizabeth A. Mason, of Hermon. 

H. P. 343, Resolve Granting a 
State Pension to Arthur Mitchell, 
of Merrill. 

H. P. 344, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Zama C. Morgan, of 
North Dixmont. 

H. P. 345, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Elmer Davis, of Mexico. 

H. P. 433, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to James O. Clifford, Jr., 
of Troy. 

H. P. 434, Resolve Gl'anting a 
Pension to Mott C. Fernald, of 
Unity. 

H. P. 435, Resolve Granting a 
State Pension for Peter King, of 
Whitefield. 

H. P. 436, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Ethel M. Merry, of Waldoboro. 

H. P. 437, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Freda Potter, of Whitefield. 

H. P. '534, Resolve Providing for a 
State Pension for Mary F. Deehan, 
of Augusta. 

H. P. 535, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in Sbate Pension for 
Charles Bowen, of Newburg. 

H. P. 536, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Alice Lord, of South Etna. 

H. P. 538, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Perez Town
send, of Charleston. 

H. P. 539, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Geneva Gay, of Clinton. 

H. P. 540, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Robert Arlo 
Fogg, of Bucksport. 

H. P. 541, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Hattie Wilcox, 
of Woodland. 

H. P. 542, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Everett Pelkey, 
of Mapleton. 

H. P. 554, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
William S. Cummings, of Stacyville 
Plantation. 

H. P. 555, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Raymond H. Saunders, of Sedg
wick. 

H. P. 556, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Edith M. Saunders, of Sedgwick. 

H. P. 557, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Mary A. Saunders, of 
Sedgwick. 

H. P. 558, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Geneva Butler, of Sar
gentville. 

H. P. 660, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Carrie E. Wey
mouth, of Morrill. 

H. P. 661, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Jessie M. Grant, of Prospect. 

H. P. 662, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Berger H. 
Shorey, of Mechanic Falls. 

H. P. 663, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Elva Morton, 
of Mechanic Falls. 

H. P. 664, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Margaret Mac
Lean, of Mechanic Falls. 

H. P. 665, Resolve Providing for 
an Increase in State Pension for 
Addie W. McCurdy, ort: Weeks Mills. 

H. P. 666, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Harry L. 
Sweetser, of Bangor. 

H. P. 667, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Edith J. Gerry, of Rob
binston. 

H. P. 833, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to James Bowden, of Sher
idan. 

H. P. 834, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Etta M. Clark, 
of Farmingdale. 
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H. P. 835, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Helen V. Bow
en, of Carmel. 

H. P. 836, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Marie Nelida 
Corbin, of Grand Isle. 

H. P. 837, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Louis WIlliam 
Chabre, of Grand Isle. 

H. P. 838, Resolve in Favor of a 
State Pension for I1elena Descha,in, 
of Madawaska. 

H. P. 840, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Gertrude Bean, of 
Waite. 

H. P. 841, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to William H. Lahey, of 
Millinocket. • 

H. P. 975, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Theresa L. 
Whalen, of Lincolnville. 

H. P. 976, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Florence M. 
Mathews, of Lincolnville. 

H. P. 977, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Ulmont Hovey, 
of Augusta. 

H. P. 978, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Cecil Overlock, 
of Hallowell. 

H. P. 979, Resolve Granting a 
State Pension to Edward H. Austin, 
of Rome. 

H. P. 980, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Fidelia E. 
Banks, of China. 

H. P. 981, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Beatrice E. 
Bulley. of Randolph. 

H. P. 982, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Grace Lawrence, of 
Pittston. 

H. P. 984, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Edith May Lawrence, of 
Newport. 

H. P. 985, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Flossie Mae 
Shaw, of Auburn. 

H. P. 1088, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for George King, 
of Eagle Lake. 

H. P. 1089, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Mabel McKay, of Bucks
port. 

H. P. 1090, Resolve Providing for 
a Pension for Edward Lind, of 
Stockholm. 

H. P. 11(}2, Resolve Granting a 
Pension to Elmira A. Brown, of 
Auburn. 

H. P. 1145, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Ernest Bragg, 
of Stacyville. 

H. P. 1146, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Willard J. 
Leonard, of Fort Fairfield. 

H. P. 1261, Resolve Providing for 
a Pension for Clara Nowell, of Her
mon. 

H. P. 1313, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Edith M. Cole, 
of West Paris. 

H. P. 1318, Resolve Providing for 
a State Pension for Mabel Gordon 
Dunn, of Vienna. 
reporting a Consolidated Resolve 
(S. P. 440) (L. D. 1165) under title 
oJ "Resolve Providing Pensions for 
Soldiers and Sailors and Depend
ents and Other Needy Persons" and 
that it "Ought to pass". 

Came from the Senate, report 
read and accepted and the Resolve 
passed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Repo·rt read and 
accepted in concurrence and the 
Resolve was read once; and under 
suspension of the rules was given 
its second reading and passed to be 
engrossed in concurrence. 

Non-concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act relating to Salary 

for Clerks in County Offices in Lin
coln County" (H. P. 1(96) (L. D. 
783) which was Dassed to be en
grossed in the House on April 10th. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A" in non-con
currence. 

In the House, Senate Amendment 
"A" read by the Clerk as follows: 

Senate Amendment "A" to L. D. 
783, H. P. 1096, Bill "An Act Re
lating to Salary for Clerks in Coun
ty Offices in Lincoln County." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
in the title thereof the words 
"County Offices" and inserting in 
place thereof the words 'Office of 
Register of Deeds'. 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out all after the enacting clause 
and inserting in place thereof the 
following: 

"R. S., c. 79, § 269, amended. 
That part of the 9th paragraph of 
section 269 of chapter 79 of the re
vised statutes relating to the sal
ary for clerks in the office of reg
ister of deeds in Lincoln county, is 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

'for clerks in the office of regis
ter of deeds, ::::;:'ij $1,000, and such 
additional sum not exceeding $300, 
when necessary, subject to the ap
proval of the county commission
er;' " 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. 
Perkins of Boothbay Harbor, the 
House voted to reconsider its ac-
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tion whereby this bill was passed 
to be engrossed on April 10th. 

Senate Amendment "IA" was 
adopted in concurrence, and the 
bill was passed to be engrossed as 
amended in concurrence. 

Non-concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act relating to the Sal

ary of the Judge of Probate in Lin
coln County" (E. P. 1430) (L. D. 
1123) which was passed to be en
grossed in the House on April 11th. 

Came 'from the Senate indefi
nitely postponed in non-concur
rence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Perkins of Boothbay Harbor, the 
House voted 'to adhere to its pre
vious aotion. 

Non-concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act relating to Clerk 

Hire in the Lincoln Municipal 
Court" (H. P. 677) (L. D. 325) which 
was passed to be engrossed in the 
House on April 10th. 

Came from the Senate indefi
nitely postponed in non-<!oncur
rence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Perkins of Boothbay Harbor, the 
House voted to adhere to its pre
vious a(Jtion. 

Non-concurrent Matter 
An Act Clarifying the Law in re

lation to Parkways and Freeways 
(H. P. 874) (L. D.522) which was 
passed to be enacted in the House 
on IApril 5th and passed to be en
grossed on March 29th. 

Came from the Senate indefi
nitely postponed in non-concur
rence. 

(In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Peirce of Augusta, tabled pending 
further consideration, to be taken 
up later in the day.) 

Orders 
On motion by Mr. Downs of 

Rome, it was 
ORDERED, that Mr. Springer of 

Danforth, be excused from attend
ance yesterday and today because 
of business. 

First Reading of a Printed Bill 
Bill "An Act to Revise the Laws 

relating to Inland Fisheries and 
Game" (H. P. 1477) (L. D. 1183) 

Bill was read twice and tomor
row assigned. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act Amending ',An Act 

to Create the Port of Portland Au
thority' and to Change the Name to 
Maine Port 'Authority" (S. P. 390) 
(L. D. 997) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the "Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Bill "An Act relating to Regis
tration of Motor Vehicles" (S. P. 
423) (L. D. 1121) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading and 
read the third time. 

'Dhe S~El,MCER: The Ohair rec
ognizes the gentleman from OM'i
bou, Mr. Oollins. 

Mr. COlJL]jNS: 'Mr. Speaker, I 
oirer House Amendment "A" and 
move its adoption. . 

In moving its adoption, I nottce 
in the filing Ithat has been dis
'tribUited there is a deri'cal.error 1UIl
del' Sec.tion5, "LimitartJi!ons.' The 
date there should be December 31, 
1947. 

'Dhe SPElAKE:R: The gentleman 
fI10m Oartbou, Mr. Oollins, presents 
Hause Amendment "A", and moves 
i'ts adoPltion. 'Dhe CJerk will read the 
amendment. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Olerk as follows: 

Hause Amendment "A" to s. P. 
423, L. D. 1121, Bill "An A!et Rela't
ing to Registra:tion of Motor ¥e
hkles." 

A!mend said Hill by striking out, 
in the 8th line of seotion 2 thereod', 
t.he following underlined words: 
"other than a foreign corporation 
doing business in this state." 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out, in the 9'th and 10th lines of 
sec'tion 2 Ithere'Cf, the f'CHawing un
derlined WOI1ds: "other than the 
operator of any such vehic,le belong
ing to a foreign corporation doing 
business in this state." 

Fwrther amend said Bill by strik
ing out all of seetion 5 thereof and 
inserting in plaICe thereof the fol
lowing: 

'Sec. 5. Limitation. l!t is the ~ntent 
of the legislature to change the 
present statute until and including 
iDec.ember 31, 194'7, alt Which time 
Ithe present sba'tute shall retu:rn w 
full force ,and effeot.' 

The SPEAKER: The amendment 
is a correct reproduction except in 
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the next to the last line of the 
amendment as reproduced the re
production should read "December 
31, 1947." 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Caribou, Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker 'and 
Members of the Legislature: This 
proposed amendment to L. D. 1121 
means genuine reciprocity in truck 
registration between Maine and all 
other states having similar recipro
city laws. It means that the State 
of Maine will remove a trade bar
rier that is hurting the State much 
more than it helps. 

I believe that reciprocity should 
be adopted for two principal rea
sons: First, it will help agriculture 
and industry. Second, it will help 
the State of Maine. 

When I say it will help agricul
ture, I mean just that. The pro
ducts of Maine farms must neces
sarily seek markets outside of the 
State. Many of these products can 
be transported advantageously by 
truck. And if we have reciprocity, 
the farmers will save thousands of 
dollars if they haul across our State 
line because of the saving in the 
registration fees they will not have 
to pay. And not only will they save 
money but they will have an op
portunity to create more business 
and wider markets. 

Take another industry and see 
how it works. The lumber industry 
and the pulp and paper business 
comprises the largest sing'le busi
ness in the State. As a lumberman 
I realize it would be of tremendous 
value to the industry if we had 
full reciprocity. Let me show you 
why. There is a very large demand 
for lumber in the industrial states 
of Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
Many of these industrial plants 
prefer to buy lumber in truck lots 
due to lack of space, and because 
full carloads are often difficult to 
obtain. At present New Hampshire 
furnishes a great deal of this lum
ber because they are enjoying 
reciprocity in that state along with 
all the other states of the Atlantic 
Seaboard except Maine. This busi
ness could very well come to Maine 
because the quality of Maine lum
ber is superior to that of our 
neighboring states. Ask any lum
ber wholesaler or retailer in 
Massachusetts or Connecticut if he 
prefers Maine spruce to that of 
New Hampshire and you would 
find that the answer is emphatic
ally yes. Or you can verify this 
with the Forest Commissioner. 

I believe that millions of feet of 
lumber will be trucked across State 
lines if reciprocity were in effect. 
I believe that new additional booi
ness would be created. In fad one 
la,rge Maine lumber dealer has 
stated that he would buy eight 
more trucks, when available, if we 
have reciprocity. Think of the ad
ditional reV,Enue this one concern 
would mean in registration fees and 
extra gas taxes. 

Secondly, I believe that recipro
oity will give more revenue to the 
people of the state of Maine. It 
na.turally follows that if it creates 
more business it adds more revenue 
and puts additional money in cir
culation. This cycle necessarily 
makes business expansion and helps 
out everyone. 

I believe further that instead of 
tak'ing money away fl'Om the State 
as is claimed by opponents· of the 
measure, it will bring extra reve
nue over a period of years. This 
has been the e~perience of both 
New Hampshire and Vermont, and 
is borne out by staotistics. 

The main thing to remember is 
that it is a constructive step. It 
will help farming; it will help the 
lumber industry; it will help the 
state of Maine. 

I believe the members of this 
House should vote for the amend
ment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes theg'entleman from Ban
gor, Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I want to 
give you a few reasons why this 
amendment should not be adopted, 
and a f.ewof the reasons that the 
Motor Vehicle Committee had in 
putting this limitation into the 
amendment. 

First: Full reciprocity would 
mean a loss of $97;00.0 in registra
tion fees. Now it is probably much 
more than that, because some out
of -sta te truck operators gtve a 
Maine residence, and when all of 
these opel1ators are figured in, that 
amount would be much 1a,rg;er than 
that. Now, by putting in the 20,0.00 
pound limitation, we save at least 
$77,000, and probably much more, 
which we get from out-of-state 
trucks, and We certainly could uSie 
this to good adVantage in keeping 
our roads in condition:: 

Second: The Committee felt that 
out-of-stlate trucks carrY1ing maxi
mum loads up to 40,{){)O pounds 
gross weight-Ioa,ds that of neces
sity cause maximum wear and tear 
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on our road&-----should pay a regis
tration fee in this state to at least 
partly pay for the damage done 
the roads. . 

Third: A 20,000. pound limitation 
covers ninety-nine per cent of all 
Maine trucks, and thus allows all of 
these to go into other states having 
reciprocity without ,registering in 
those states. 

Fourth: Twenty thousand pounds 
CGve,s prlactically all farmers' 
trucks in this State, so they can 
enjoy full reciprocity with other 
states having a reciprocity law. 

Fifth: Twenty thousand pounds 
leaves out only one per cent of 
Maine trucks, and those are the 
very largest ones. For each Ma,ine 
truck in this class there are four 
to five Massachusetts trucks that 
will continue to pay reglistm,tion 
f.ees in Maine. 

Sixth: From the evidence pre
sented to the committee, it seems 
that no one was able, with any de
gree ofac'curacy, to predict the 
results of reciprocity in this state, 
so the committee felt that a fair 
trial would be had, ,and later it 
could be extended to include all 
weights of trucks, or reciprOCity 
could be 'abandoned, according to 
experience with this law. 

Seventh: Now the 20.,0.00 pound 
limit will keep out of Maine many 
so-called "gypsy" trucks. These un
desirables cannot operate 'at a pro
fit only with maximum loads. If 
full reciproclity were gr'anted, they 
would flock to this State. The 
20,0.00 pound limit keeps most of 
them Gut. 

Eighth: The 20.,0.00 pound limit 
makes less certain a demand from 
our trucking industry two years 
from now for reduction of registra
tion fees to equalize those paid by 
Massachussetts trucks. This demand 
would come from opera tors of large 
trucks who feel that they operate 
under unfair conditions, when a 
Ma~sachusetts competitor pays $60. 
while a Maine truck pay $300. To 
equalize truck registrations with 
Massachusetts would cost Maine 
$645.0.00 a year. The 20.,000 pound 
limit will go a long ways towards 
satisfying the owners of large 
trucks. In fad, I have talked with 
several. of these who seem well sat
isfied with the bill as reported by 
the committee. 

To be sure. Massachusetts truck 
drivers get 12% cents more an hour 
than Maine truck drivers; but the 
Maine drivers are asking 15 cents 

an hour more, and they have no 
contract with the Union at the 
present time, no settlement and no 
contract. Of course there probably 
will be an increase granted in that 
regard, and this case of wage dif
ferentials will undoubtedly be short
lived. 

Now the two-year limitation, I 
believe is a very e~cellent provision. 
If reciprocity is 'a suceess, it will 
be very easy to renew it two years 
from now. Everybody will be for it. 
But, if it does not work out, it sim
ply dies; so I believe we will do well 
not to accept this amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Legislature: Our 
late President made the remark that 
the only thing we had to fear was 
fear itself. How well that applies 
to this bill! If I could think of 
no other reason why we should have 
reCiprocity, the fact alone that the 
railroads-and, when I say railroads, 
I mean the Bangor and Aroostook 
and the Maine Central-are so bit
terly opposed to' this bill that I 
would feel that it was worth while. 
To my knowledge, anything of any 
value to these railroads has not been 
lost in this Legislature since its in
ception. I feel that the time has 
come when we as legislators have 
reached the point when we are tired 
of them legislating for our welfare. 

Now the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Wight, has told you that it is 
estimated we would lose from $91,-
000 to $97,000 in revenue; but I ask 
you: How are you going to beat 
down the figures of the two states 
that have tried it? One came out 
with a profit of $87,Oo.O-New Hamp
shire-while Vermont came out with 
a. profit of $103,000 after they had 
tried it. Remember these figures. 

Now I have had members of this 
committee tell me that the figures 
of the Commissioner of Motor Ve
hicles and the figures that' Mr. 
Myhaver gave us at the hearing did 
not coincide. For that reason, I 
would like to read a letter, which 
I think you have on your desks this 
morning:, from Mr. Myhaver, who 
wa~. Chairman of the committee 
that put this through the New 
Hampshire Legislature this present 
session after they had tried one 
year. 

I hope yOU will remember that in 
the New H'ampshire Legislature they 
have over 400 members. They do 
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not work as we da, in that they 
have committees and sub-commit
tees similar ta the Federal set-up 
and I think everybady here would 
admit that when you get a bill 
through a body as big as that with
aut one cry of pratest or one vote 
against it, they think, if they need
ed convincing, that it is well warth 
while. 

This letter to Senator Cleaves, 
written by Mr. Myhaver, who spake 
at that hearing that day, reads as 
fallows: 

"That you may have full infor
mation regarding our experience 
with recipracity in New Hampshire, 
I will give yau an outline of the 
histary of this legislatian. 

",Par many years, truck 'Owners of 
the State 'Of New Hampshire had 
introduced in our Legislature an act 
to provide for full reciprocity. We 
always reported this bill inexpedient 
to legislate un til 1943. 

"1943 was my second experience 
as chairman of the Transpartatian 
Committee, which held hearings on 
the reciprocity bill. I was aware 
at that time that the testimony 
against the bill seemed ta be faulty. 
Therefore, I made a very thorough 
investigation and demanded figures 
from the motar vehicle cammis
sioner, which I am enclOSing here
with, of the loss of revenue that 
!ihis department hadtald my cam
mittee about previausly. With these 
figures, we attempted to analyze the 
situatian and were unable to come 
ta any conclusion, as withaut Maine 
and Canada we were supposed ta 
de,crease our revenue hy $220,000.00. 
We then 'Obtained an estimate from 
the. highway department, and they 
clalme.d ,the same thing; their state
ment .IS enclosed, and you will nate 
that m 1944 they estimated a 10% 
decrease in fees of motar vehicles 
in. additian to the loss .from House 
Blll N'O. ~99 (the reCiprocity act). 
My commIttee decided with me that 
wE! wauld enact this bill so that we 
m.lght hav~ a 'One year test. The 
BIll was SIgned an May 5, :1943 
after 'Our April 1 registration period' 
so that we would nat lose our 1943 
revenue. The test amounted to this: 
. "The actual decrease in registra
tl~n revenue was $108,8'16.25; you 
WIll note that this is one-half 'Of 
what the opponents had sworn we 
WOU1<:l lose. At the same time, the 
gaso1me r:oad toll increased $196,-
74<1.37, whIch showed a net increase 
far the Motor Vehicle Department 

of $87,925.12. This was contrary to 
statements against this bill. 

"At this session of the iLegislature, 
the reciprocity bill was again 
brought to us ,to act upon. We found 
that absolutely na one but the rail
road 'Opposed the bill. They no 
langer could appose it on the 
grounds of financial loss but did 
oppose it fram the standpoint of 
permitting common carriers ta use 
our highways without paying regis
tration, comparing this to them
selves - that they had to build 
their own right-of-ways. 

"There was nat one vote against 
this reciprocity bill in either the 
House or Senate Committees, or the 
House and Senate itsel.f at this ses
sion. It was entirely unanimaus 
consent. 

"The two statements of figures 
that have been enclosed to you 
should be of interest, as they give 
the loss of estimated revenue' of all 
the states and the highway depart
ment's figures. 

"I should like ta state here that 
the 'Opponents to this bill in 1943 
con.sisted chiefly of the Bostan & 
Mame and Maine Central Railraads, 
as well as 'Our Mator Vehicle De
partment and the Highway Depart
ment, plus some truck operators. 

"In 1945, 'Our Motor Vehicle De
partment and Highway Department 
were strong for the bill. It had 
been proven by this time that there 
was no lo.ss in revenue. The only 
'OPponent m 1945 was the railroads. 

"We in the New Hampshire Legis
lature have taken a definite stand 
on railraad influence in our good 
state. It has openly been stated that 
they c'Ontro.l the Legislature." And 
let me say it is stated here, too. 

"Let me tell you here that this is 
no. longer 'true. The fact ·that we 
we.re ab~e to prave that New Hamp
shIre dId benefit under reciprocity 
was sufficient reason to believe that 
the railroads had nothing but a 
self!sh, c<?mpet~tive motive in op
posmg thIS legIslation. 

"New Hampshire does nat want 
trade barriers between 'Our good 
st~tes of Maine and New Hamp
shIre any more than we da between 
the other st~te.s along our borders. 
Praof of thlS IS the enactment of 
permanent reciprocity at ,this ses
sion of t.he legislature. 

"I trust that the Legislature in 
,the good 8t9te 'Of Maine will not 
permit the opposition of the railraad 
fro~ e~acting good legislation, 
~~JC!h WIll be beneficial to yaur 
cItIzens as well as ours, as I beiieve 
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that no group,-large or small,
should be a controlling factor in any 
Legislature, 

"With kindest personal regards, 
I am 

"Very truly yours, 
(Signed) 

GEORGE A, MYRA VER." 

To substantiate this letter, and 
tell you why the Ilailwads are so 
sevsrely opposs·j to this, I would 
like to cite to you an instance that 
happened to us not so long ago in 
Aroostook County, 

One year we had a big crop of 
potatoes, and I think we were lo·ad
ing them out that yea.r for sixty 
cents a barrel - that was sacked, 
packed and load,ed. They cost us 
from $1.25 to $1.50 a barrel; and 
we h:t upon the idea of using 
Searsport to ship these potatoes 
out. It was not a question of lo·s
ing; money, because we we:'e losing 
it anyhow, but it was a question of 
how lit+le we could los? \Ve had 
to move th:: crop because the Sltar,ch 
fact cries eould net take care of it. 

We made our arrangements for 
bo~t~,J.nd then the Maine Central, 
feeling hurt and feeling ,they were 
not going to g,et these cars, began 
to squawk. Remember these fig
ureS: The rates then in Searsport 
was 23 1-2 cents a hundredweight; 
and, as soon as the Ma.ine Central 
Equawked about their loss of rev,c
nue the B. & A.. immediately raised 
our rate there to 3-D cents a hun
dred, which. to us, meant that we 
might as well ship through to Bos
ton or somewhere 'else once they 
WEre loaded. 

,Ns' had hearings, and it cest our 
\'3.1' i(' 118 2,ssG'ciaticns .51i5.00'0; but 
th," B. & A were upbeld by the 
Pnblic Uti1i~:es Commie.sion. Also 
remember th::tt in poor years we pay 
the same fr2lght we do in good 
ye·ars. 

But what happenEd? The Atlan
tic & pgnific Tea. Company went 
dcwn to 'Winterport, rented it ware
l,cm:e, ape! nut trucks on. What 
did the B. & A. do then? They 
reduced their raLs-vv'hich they 
('ould nc}t r10 hefo"e-not down to 
23 1-2 cents a hundred but to 2.0 
cents "hundred. Can ,-ou under
st8nd n~w why they did not want 
r·pciDTc~;h- and wh'l' they dD not 
want l'S tc, use trucks? . 

I hopo al'3o thgt yeu will remem
ber, as .facts and fi;>;ures proy·'), that 
loads rroport;oned over big tires do 
not ('ut un your reads as badly as 
small tires. 

New r'2m~mber something else: 
94 per cent of your tonnag·e goes 
out cf the State, not into the State. 

I would ike to call to your atten
tion alsD the fact that our Govern
or, under Executive Order No. 4,0-
my figures are right hE1"2-has al
lowed up to 45.00G pounds on 
trucks, and also s.8vente·en-foot 
clearance. Today, gentlemen, we 
have loads coming and going within 
the State of over 45;0-00 pounds. 

Now her'2 is a telegram from the 
Commis.sioner of Motor Vehicles in 
Vermont, s,ent to the Hon. Robert E. 
Cleaves. It rea'Gs-and I quote: 

"1 have obtained a copy of Maine 
L'cgislative Document 1i21 re r'2-
-ciprocity, and note limi' of 20.aC) 
pounds. This limited form of reci
procity would r-oquire weighing of 
practically all Maine trucks OC'2r
at:ng interstate commerce in Ver
mont, resulting in inconvenience 
and delay to Maine owners and ex
pmsive enfcrccmcnt. 

"W·e weuld prefer to extend to 
Maine trucks reciprocity up to le
gal load limits of 30,'00.0 pounds for 
two axle trucks and 40;00<) pDunds 
for three axle or combinations. 

H. Elmer Marsh, Commi,'sioner of 
Motor Vc·hicl-2S." 

y.rhile I am on the subject of 
raIlroads-you may wonder why I 
have cause to be bitter-I will say 
that we hav·e certainly b2en taken 
to the cleaner.s as far as they ar'8 
conce-lned. I have a statement of 
tlle B. & A. revenue, which, in 1933 
was over five million dollars and 
to'lay it is over ten million dolla.rs. 
. Now another thing they do to us 
111 Arocstc·ok Countv: If we want a. 
refrj,!;cratcr car, we "are charged fi'ie 
dollars for the u<e of that car. That 
does not exist anywhere else in the 
United States. Over and atove that 
if we want heating service for thos'e 
cars, which are not provided bv the 
railroac:s but bv [lllother independ
ent, C8mpanv, we ]Cut p~p2r in those 
cars. pr'eheat them wi~.h our 'own 
wc,;d and oil stOVES. and then we 
Dayan ei<Iht dollal' charge for the 
heating of those cars. We are the 
oIlly reople in the Unit·ed states 
who do not have the protected car
rier ~ervir-:e. 

Gfntlemen. when in Idaho or any 
of your western states they order 
2. car in, they pay so much' a hun
dred fer thfs car that i'3 heated. 
AnD. remember, if our stuff freezes 
in tramit we have no recourse' that 
if. our own loss. Under the' pro
tected carrier servke. which we 
have tried to get-and do not for-
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get. we have been fighting to get a 
rate of so much a hundred under 
protected carrier service-the rail
roads furnish that car, heated, 
papered, and yeu have some secur
ity if your stuff freezes in transit. 

Now I would say to you again that 
I feel that this is a good bill. I 
will say to you, under the 20,000 
p:·unds gr-oss load, to remember that 
when we register we register under 
net. tons-that is, you put on a 
three. four, five or six-ton limit. Un
do:r your 20,000 pounds gross load, 
in many cases the weight of your 
body might put you down to six
ton on your trucks. 

I thinj{: if you will look over the 
record-and I think I am right in 
making this statement - :vou will 
find that the busses that the rail
roads have on the roads run in 
weight between thirty and thirty
five thousand pounds, yet they do 
not feel they are cutting up our 
rogds in any way. 

Now I do net believe that this 
20,000 pounds ness is any good to 
us. I do feel that there is nothing 
we have to fear from the facts and 
fi0ure;; from other states that have 
tried this. I think beyond a doubt 
it is suc:ce.,sful and that the indirect 
benefits outweigh the inconvenknce. 
We in Aroostook County are on the 
Canadian border, and from the 
towns in New Brunswick wood, even 
coal and fertilizer, is hauled acro,s 
the Canadian border. 

T hope the amendment IHr. Col
lins has offered will prevail. 

The .SPEAKER: The Chair recog
ni7e' the gentleman from Calais. 
Mr. Christensen. 

Ml'. CHRISTENSE:'J: Mr. Speak
er and Members of the House: As 
8. member of the Motor Vehicles 
Commitke, I am going to try to 
explain wh8t a struggle we had in 
the eommitteo on this bill. 

A,tter discussing it for about an 
h::~r', we took a test vote. The com
mittee ;;tood five to five. After about 
another hour someone in the com
mittee introduced their redraft of 
the bill tr. limit reciprocity to 20,.0.00 
pounds. I do not think mYEelf that 
that. w~s drafted in the committee; 
I think some outside party prob
ably drafted that 20 (lOO pound limit. 
which, in my opinion, was drafted 
to kill reciproCitv for gooj in the 
state cf Maine, became a truck 
rannel -operate with half a load: it 
has got to have a whrl~ Irnd. It i, 
a long way from Aroostook into the 

Massachusetts market, therefore 
the truck has got to carry a full 
load. 

Another thing-and that applies 
to our fishermen and lumbermen
whatever you haul on a truck you 
have got to have a full load. Also, 
a truck with a 20,000 pound gTOSS, 
your truck weighs approximately as 
much as your load, which means 
you can carry five to six tons with 
this 2.0,0.0.0 pound limit. That load 
you can carryon a 32x6 tire with a 
high pressure in it. When you carry 
a load like that on a 32x6 tire you 
are breaking up your roads. That 
will damage the road twice as much 
as 4.0,000 pounds will on a ten or 
twelve-inch tire with less pressure, 
because you must remember the 
pressure on your road is the pres
sure in your tire, because the more 
tonnage you load on a truck the 
more your tires flatten down and 
the more surface comes on your 
roa,d-that is pressure per square 
inch. The more you load your truck 
the more you load on your tires, 
and the more the tires flatten out 
more inches go all. the road. 

There is not much I can say that 
has not been .said before. I just 
want to brine; that to your atten
tien, that the 20,000 pound limita
tion is .iust the thing that will kill 
reciprocity for a long while. 

The SPEAKEn: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Addi
son, Mr. Lackee. 

Mr. LACKEE: Mr. Speaker and 
]\i[embers of the House: For your 
information, relative to the merits 
of this amendment, I wcnld like 
to ral! your attention to a few com
parisons for your decision a'3 to 
whether or not this is reciprocity 
or whether it is the granting of a 
special privilege for which Maine 
will rec·eive half as much. 

Reciprocity means equal mutual 
rights and benefIts to all for t.he 
return of equal mutual benefits. In 
that resp2ct. MHine has an area of 
31..04.0 .square miles, wheref1.s Mqss~
chusetts has "n area of 7.9.07 square 
miles. Therefore Maine is offering 
over 23 .. 000 square miles more than 
Massachusetts is offering to us. Is 
that equal? 

The population of Maine in 1940 
was 847.265. and the population bf 
Massachusetts was 4,316,721. There
fore, Ma~sachusetts is offering priv
ileges and benefits to iust one
fifth as many neonle as Maine 
is offering them -to. -Is that equal? 
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And how about highways? The 
total highway mileage in Maine is 
22,864 as compared with a similar 
mileage in Massachusetts of 17,397. 
Maine is offering 5,467 more miles 
of road than Massachusetts is of
fering to Maine. Now is that 
reciprocity? Is that equal? 

And what :about trucks? There 
Were registered in Maine in 1943 
42,385 trucks; in Massachusetts 
there are 102,533 trucks; therefore 
Maine is opening up her highways 
to over 60,00() more trucks than 
Massachusetts; that is there are 
60,000 more trucks in Massachu
setts coming to Maine than Maine 
is sending to Massachusetts. Is that 
reciprocity? 

Now what about our heavy units? 
Those are the boys that want to 
get in. What about our heavy units? 
There were owned by Maine in 1942 
nine full trailer trucks, while in 
Massachusetts there were seventy
seven full trailer trucks. There were 
in 1942 160 semi-trailers owned in 
Maine, compared to 2,297 trailers 
owned in the State of Massachu
setts. 

Now please note this carefully 
and observe if there is anything 
in this statement that might sug
gest the origin of this amendment. 
Maine is opening her highways to 
3000 more heavy units than Massa
chusetts is opening to Maine. In 
other words, Massachusetts has 3000 
more heavy trucking units than 
Maine has. Now does that suggest 
anything to you relative to, the ori
gin of this amendment? I do not 
mean that every truck in Maine 
will go to Massachusetts; I do not 
mean lihat every truck in Massa
chusetts will go to Maine; but you 
will agree with me that compara
tivefigure wil1apply. 

In view of these facts that I 
have just reported to you, I ask 
you: Is ,this reciprocity or is it a 
special privilege? If the committee 
report is accepted on 20,000 pounds, 
it will mean,as near as can be 
anticipated, a reduction in the 
Highway Department of approxi
mately $20,000; but, in view of the 
fact that some consider8!tion should 
be given to the State of Maine, I 
believe we should find some way 
to absorb this and go along with 
this recommendation. I also be
lieve that i,t is as far as we should 
go; and I also believe it is as much 
as we can afford. Further than 

that, I believe it is as much as we 
shall receive. 

Now let us take a look at the 
condition in which we find our 
highways today and the findings 
of the Highway Department. The 
barrel is getting about dry. In 1941 
the Legislaiture set up a very elabo
rate highway program. If this pro
gram could have been carried out 
under normal conditions and with 
normal income, the greater part of 
our highway problems would have 
been solved today. But something 
hruppened: the war crume on and 
changed the picture. The same 
Legislature,at a Special Session, 
authorized 'the Highway Depart
ment, with the advice and consent 
of the Governor and Clouncil, to 
curtail or eliminate any or all ac
tivities as they deemed necessary 
according to the reduction in reve
nue. Now most all activities were 
eliminated, or at least they were 
drastically curtailed, maintenance 
and a few special 'resolves being the 
exception. But, further than that, 
reduction in revenue, high cost of 
labor, inability to secure material 
and equipment, have caused a cur
tailment in maintenance; so that 
today we find ourselves with a seri
ous road program on our hands. 

The highway program that will 
be submitted to you for your con
sideration within a day or two calls 
for the expenditure of the entire 
highway general fund, surplus and 
all; and, at the end of 1947, unless 
some new revenue comes in, unless 
something comes in, the highway 
pork barrel will be llibout dry. 

Now what would the passage of 
this amendment do to 'lihe highway 
finances? Of'course our reciprocity 
works two ways; but it would ap
pear that it would be detrimental 
in every respect to not only the 
truckers in Maine but to the resi
dents as well. 

Assuming lihat full reciprocity is 
granted, Maine is immediately 
faced with a loss of registration 
revenue amounting to approximate
ly $100,000 - somewhere from 
$91,000 to $97,000, up to $100,000. 
That is based on the 1944 registra
tion and gas tax, and you will admit 
that is not a normal reflection. 

Now what would hiappen next? 
The owners of trucks now registeTed 
in Maine would immediiately de
mand that their fee for registra
tion be reduced to the same basis 
thalt their competitorsrure now pay
ing in Mass1achusetts, where tJhe fee 
for the lar'gest truck is $60. com-
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pared with the fee for the same 
truck in Maine of $300. 

What can we do about it? What 
argument would we have when they 
come in here and ask us to place 
them on the same basis as the 
Massachusetts truckers? There 
would not be any ,arlgument; we 
would have ,to do it. And, when 
that takes place, Maine is immedi
ately faced with a loss of $645,000. 
Now we Clan absorb the $20;000 loss, 
but when we think of accepting 
between $700,000 and $800,000, that 
is the horse of another color. Maine 
cannot take it. 

The opposition will tell you that 
Maine will receive more income if 
full recipPOcity is 'wanted, and, 
among other things, they say more 
gasoline will be sold and registra.
tions will increase. Now I lask you 
to just figure that out with good 
common sense. Where do I buy 
my gasoline? Where do you buy 
your gasoline? Where do truckers: 
buy their gasoline now? They buy 
it and I buy it ,and you buy it 
where we can buy it the cheapest. 
No one is coming from Mass,achu
setts to Maine to buy glasoline when 
they can buy it cheaper there. They 
will only buy what :IS absolutely 
necessary. And that goes for the 
registration; no Massachusetts 
truck iscomin'g" into Maine and 
pay a $300 registration fee when 
the owner of the truck can rel5'ister 
the same truck in Massachusetts for 
$60. Figure that out in the light 
of good common sense .. 

Now the gentleman from Presque 
Isle (Mr. Brewer) has just told you 
that the railmads opposed this. 
Why wouldn't they oppose it? It 
enters into competition with them. 
Nobody denies they oppose it. I 
do not blame them for opposing it. 
They have a right to oppose at; but 
tha,t is not a contributing reason. 

What about the petroleum indus
try? They are for it. Why would
n't they be for it? They can come 
in here with a big tank truck and 
haul their product up and down 
the State. Why wouldn't they be 
for it? I do not blame them for 
being for it. But that is not a con
tributing" reason. The contributing 
reason is, whether this is l5'ood for 
the whole sta,te of Maine. I say 
full reciprocity is not good for the 
welfare of the State of Malne. 

Now this 20,000 pounds covers 
the farmers, covers the most of 
the fishermen and covers most of 
the other industries in this State' 
it is as much 'as we can 'afford, and 

I think it is as much as we will 
receive. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair J:eC
ognires the gentleman from Port-
1and, Mr. Allen. 

Mr. ALLEN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am in 
favor of full reci:procity because I 
am against tariff walls in the Unit
ed States, 'and bec8Juse I think, when 
you give something a trial, you 
should give it a trial ,and not give 
it half a trial. 

Why reciprocity in Maine? Full 
reCiprocity should exist in this 
Stare because the peop1e of Maine 
are dependent on trucks. Fifty-six 
per cent of our communities depend 
on trucks, and trucks alone, for 
their transportation - 56% dJepend 
entirely on tmcks. 

As has been pointed out, 93% of 
our production is exported out of 
this State. America was built on 
free enterprise. The history of our 
country has been developed on free 
competition and free enterprise. 
The history of Europe is the history 
of trade barriers and tariffs be
tween countries which has caused 
nationalism in each country down 
through the centuries and has 
caused the trouble that Europe 
finds itself in today. I s'ay that in 
America we should eliminate com
pletely tariff barriers. Because we 
have so few is the reason that our 
country has become an industrial 
giant. 

Who wants reCiprocity? I want 
reciprocity? I am in the furniture 
business. The doctors, lawyers, 
merchants and manufacturers want 
it. Why do they want it? So they 
will have a little bit more money. 
My friend, Mr. Lackee, says that 
only a few people would benefit. 
You take down the gate and every
one will benefit. Our' pl'"Oducts, as 
has been stated before, will go un
hindered to the outside world. Our 
people, every last one of them, will 
benefit by full reciprocity, because 
there will be free trade and no 
artificial barriers against trade. 

The fishing industry is for it. 
May I read just a minute from an 
article in the Portland Evening 
Express by the Commissioner of 
Sea and Shore Fisheries, Arthur B. 
Greenleaf, under date of March 31. 
Mr. Greenleaf states: "More than 
seventy-five per cent of Maine's 
seafood products are transported by 
trucks of all sizes, and it is vital 
that these motor carriers are free 
to move without licensed restric
tion to all markets of the Nation. 
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"Over 80% of Maine's fishing 
communities depend on trucks for 
transportation o<f their products to 
market, but most trucks are unable 
to make through trips to the Bos
ton and New York markets because 
of the heavy license fees necessary. 
This license restriction makes nec
essary the reloading at wayside 
points." 

Representatives of the fishing in
terests, at the long hearing we held 
in the Motor Vehicles Committee, 
testified that they needed large 
trucks, that small trucks would not 
help them in the transportation of 
fish products and in developing the 
fish market of the Maine fishing 
industry. They said they could not 
get along with the smaller trucks. 

Members o<f the Motor Vehicle 
Committee were aware that if Sen
ator Cleaves wished to put this bill 
back where it should be, that I 
would go along with it. Mr. Chris
tensen and I had an executive 
session one night that lasted for 
four hours. 

The businessmen are for full 
reciprocity. Let me give you a few 
facts on the comparison between 
the 20,()OO and the 40,000 pound 
limit as it affects business costs. 
The cost of operating a truck with 
a 40,000 pound gross weight is not 
much more than one with 20,000 
pounds gross. Each requires only 
one driver. The larger would get 
three and one-half to four miles to 
the gallon; the smaller, five to six 
miles. Insurance would be higher, 
but spread over a year would not be 
much per load. Only for compar
atively short distances would it be 
practical to use the smaller vehicle. 
If it cost a farmer fifty cents per 
hundred pounds to transport five 
tons from~ Norway to Boston under 
a 20,000 pound gross, he could 
easily transport twice as much at 
a cost of not over thirty-five cents 
per hundred pounds of a 40,0()O 
pound gross. Two five ton loads 
would cost $100. One ten ton load 
would cost $70, a saving of $30, and 
one man would do it instead of 
two. 

The opposition at the hearing and 
elsewhere has stressed the fact that 
we would lose the registration of 
our trucks to Massachusetts bec3!Use 
of the $60 rate against $300. I made 
a particular study as far as possi
ble, of the relation between New 
Hampshire and Maine, because I 
considered that New Hampshire 
and Maine are two states which 

have a great deal in common. We 
are two sparsely settled rural States' 
directly north of an industrial 
giant. Massachusetts is weaJth; 
Massachusetts will always be weal
thy, whether we have redprocity or 
whether we do not have reciprocity. 
No one can say the fact that New 
Hampshire trucks have left and 
gone down to Massachusetts and 
registered, although the opponents 
in New Hampshire, two years ago, 
said that all the trucks would move 
to Massachusetts. Remember, Man
chester, a big industrial center in 
New Hampshire, is a very few miles 
from the Massachusetts border, and 
it could be accomplished much eas
ter than it could here in Maine. 
Statistics show that New Hampshire 
has gained over a ten-year period 
and statistics show that Vermont 
has gained, and Vermont is rela
tively similar to our state. 

Mr. Lackee mentions this gasoline 
situation. Perhaps you have not 
thought of it, but it costs money to 
haul gaSOline around as much as 
any other freight, because they must 
carry extra tanks. Self interest re
quires that the operator keep his 
gasoline load down. The weight of 
gasoline and tank with fifty gal
lons capacity is approximately 500 
pounds. If the tank were filled in 
Massachusetts, the saving would be 
one cent per gallon, or fifty cents. 
Operating under the 40,000 pound 
maximum, the pay load would be 
reduced by 500 pounds. If the aver
age rate of fifty cents per hundred 
pounds were used, this tank reduc
es the revenue by dollars $2.50 for 
the trip, a net loss of $2.00 per trip 
one way. On two trips a day the 
saving would be $4.00 per day or 
$1,428 per years of three hundred 
and twelve days of two trips. This 
would be increased by the number 
of additional days run and the 
number of trips run. I think that 
answers the gasoline situation. 

I have just received here this 
morning a bulletin showing the fol
lowing: 

"Trucks from Texas are now al
lowed to operate in Arkansas with
out payment of license fee. Texas 
i.s the latest of five states to sign 
a recimocal agreement with Arkan
sas, Tennessee. Illinois, Missouri, 
Mississippi and Oklahoma. 

The people of Maine, the ordinary 
citizens, want full reciprocity. It 
is the only fair way. 

It has been pointed out that the 
damage to roads is caused by the 
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smaller vehicles rather than the 
bigger cnes, despite age-old popular 
theory. 

I certainly hope that the amend
ment of the gentleman from Cari
bou (Mr. Collins) is adopted. 

'1 he SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Lubec, 
Mr. Prout. 

Ml'. PROUT: Mr. Speaker and 
Mcmters of the 92nd Legislature: 
Cn thi5 truck reciprocity proposi
tion, I just want tOo speak of one 
tYP8 of farmers in the State of 
Waine and that is the vegetable 
growers. Not many people know 
that we are exporting a consider
able amount of fresh vegetables 
acrcss our borders. One item alone 
is iceberg lettuce. This past year 
over 300,000' crates were shipped to 
Boston. Also, the shipments have 
been increasing over the past ten 
years af other vegetables, cauli
flower, and so forth. 

Under truck reciprocity now we 
can reach Boston fairly well, but 
there 8re times we would like to 
reach New York which, under our 
present laws, is practically prohibi
tive, because these vegetables will 
not stand transfer from one truck 
to another after they are once 
loaded and ked. 

I have shipped spinach to New 
York City from Lubec. How did 
I do it? I had a man who had two 
big trailers; he was a Massachu·· 
setts oper::ttor and he was licensed 
in Maine and New Hampshire, but, 
in order to g"O to New York Oity. 
when he got to Massachusetts he 
had to remove his Maine plates and 
New Hampshire alates and hide all 
identification. He was registered 
in Maine and New Hampshire, but, 
in order to take that load through 
to New York City, a distance of 
about 550 miles, '1 thlnk,-or "700 
miles - he cannot do it under the 
present laws. Must we have some 
man breaking the laws in order to 
do it? I think that is bad business. 
I believe, if the vegetable business 
is to increase in the 8tate of Maine, 
we must have full reciprocity. I 
have been associated with the Bos
ton market for the last fifteen 
years, and, seeing the amount of 
produce that goes into Boston and 
where it comes from and how it 
comes in the northeastern section 
of the United States, I have found 
it ,comes in by truck into Boston 
from North Carolina, Virg'inia, 
M'1ryJand, New Jersey and Penn
sylvania. 

In the argument carried on here 
today, they say our trucking will 
be carried on by Massachusetts 
trucks. Do any of these products 
go into Massachusetts in Massachu
setts trucks? I note that North 
Carolina and Virginia have high 
registration fees, the same as we 
have, and Massachusetts trucks do 
not carry their goods to Boston any 
more than I think under full reci
procity Massachusetts trucks will 
carry our goods to Boston either. 

There is a little situaUon I want 
to bring out, where a business was 
started here over in the Fryeburg 
area, shipping sweet corn to Bos
ton. This business started about 
ten years ago. Due to lack of 
redprodty, the only way we ,could 
get it transported to Boston was 
by having trucks come from Port
llnd to the Fryeburg area, pick up 
a load of corn, go back to Portland 
and thence to Boston. 

In the area where I used to live, 
Cape Elizabeth, . which is about a 
hundred miles from Boston, we had 
a truck rate of about ten cents a 
P3ckage. It cost these boys in Frye
burg twenty-eight cents to move 
corn into the Boston market. Only 
under favorable market conditions 
could they ship that corn. Under 
redpmcity, there is no doubt they 
would have just as cheap a rate in 
that area, approximately ei<:;hteen 
cents, and they could pay that 
eighteen cents and still market 
their goods. Under a favor3!ble pri'~e 
situation, there is at least3.nOO 
bushels a day going into the Bos
tcn market. Do you want that 
business harmed? Do you want to 
keep that business? When the price 
gOES down below a certain point, due 
to the extra freight charges, they 
have to stop business. Is that good 
business? I do not think so, and 
I .certainly hope the motion of Mr. 
Oollins prevails. 

Out of order and under suspen
sion of the rules, on motion by Miss 
Deering of Bath, House Rule 25 was 
suspended for the remainder of to
day's session, in order .to permit 
smoking. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Farm
ington, Mr. Crosby. 

Mr. CROSBY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House; ICGme from 
a small county. I do not have any 
grievance with the railmads. We 
hav€n't very .many miles of rail 
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there: most of out business is 
mov,cd by truck. I will admit we 
grant the Massachusetts trucks the 
use of a lot more road miles than 
they will grant us. On the other 
hand they will grant us a much 
larger popuIation in one hundred 
miles of use of their highways than 
we oan grant them in three hundred 
mi:es use of ours. 

I think when we are going to try 
reciprocity we should be fair and 
giv,e it a full trial. If it is not sat
isfactory, in two years it can be 
changed baek or gi"en up. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Cum
berland, Mr. S,weetser. 

Mr. SWEETSER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I, too, wDuld 
like to speak in favor of the pass
age of the 'amendment. I Wiant to 
tell you just 'a little about the 
problem 'Of tWD 'Of 'Our agrioultural 
industries. 

First of all, I would like to tell 
you just a little about the problem 
that the :lJpple ,grower has in mov,
ing his crop. At the present time 
we are experiencing- 'a great deal of 
diffi'Culty in getting satisf:lJCtory 
services from the I1ruilmads with the 
loading of oars, and we do get the 
opportunity to 10rud in trucks sat
isfructorily because the trucks can 
come directly to the orchiards. It 
is a very important thing in han
dling a crop of apples that the 
box'es be handled as few times 'as 
possible. When We can 10M a 
truck directly at the orchard 'and 
send it to a oold stora:ge plant in 
some distant state, it is a distinct 
advantage to us. 

Now these truck bodies, these 
trailers, that a,re used for that pur
pose, will carry better than 500 
boxes, and it is almost impossible to 
get one Df these truck services to 
consider a load of less than that 
amount, so it is necessary from 
that standpoint to have ,a larger 
load. 

I would like ,to say that our crop 
of a million bushels of apples is 
distributed in such a way that 
probably more than one-half of it 
goes to storages in Massachusetts, 
Boston, Springfield, Ayer, Woroes
ter-they go to Providence 'and they 
go to Bhiladelphia, and in some 
instances to storage places in other 
states. It is "ery important, in 
the apple growing industry, that you 
hrtVe a full reciprocity in this truck 
movement. 

I would also like to speak for the 
blueberry interests. . You p1'Obably 

have read, if you do not personally 
know, that the great percentage of 
the blueberry crop is frozen, and 
tha t frozen blueherri-es go primarily 
to the ba~ery trade. This bakery 
trade has its own storage 'CllJpacity. 
It is possible for an individual who 
has a lot of blueberries to sell them 
to all the bakers in some 'City in 
C'Onnecticut where they 'can distri
butea reasDnable load of frozen 
blueberries. 

Under the present conditions 
maximum carloads [ha,ve been in
creasing to such an extent that it 
is imposs~ble to dispose of la sin
gle carl'Oad of blueberries in one 
city. Truck10ads, however, oan be 
distributed. N'Ow this truckloM, 
ag'ain, comes within these limits 
above 2Q,OOO and under 60,000 
pounds'capacity of a, refrigera.tor 
oar, so it is ,a distinet adv,antage to 
the blueberry growers t'O have this 
opportunity to ship these loads of 
over 20,000 pounds by truck. Those 
tw'O industries will definitely bene
fit from full reciprocity. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair ree
ogn,izes the 'gentleman from Oa1ais 
Mr. Christensen. ' 

Mr. CHRISTENSEN: Mr. Speak
er, my good friend, Mr. Lackee, 
touched on the f'act that the oil 
business wants reciprocity. Why 
~on',t they want reciprOCity? Wha.t 
lSgood for the state of Maine is 
good for the oil business. I am in 
t~e 'Oil business. I want recipro
cIty: I want to sell mO!l'e oil. 

Mr. Lackee saY's that the big 
trucks will run all over the state. 
Our company does not own the 
transports: we hire our transports. 
Those transports wiIl be off the road 
after the war is over and we can 
use tank ca,rs again. I wanted to 
b~y a transp'Ort, but my company 
dIscouraged me. They told me: 
"D{)n't buy a transport, because yOU 
WDn't haul our products after 'the 
war is over. My pr'Oduct is hauled 
from Bangor to Oaj,ais in transport 
trucks. They are aU hired trucks 
There will be no more come into 
Maine for the plant in Calais after 
this war is over. 

Mr. Lackee 'also mentioned the 
registratiDn 'Of truckers in the 
State of Maine, tha,t they would 
be back here and 'ask for their li
cense to be reduced from $3'00 to 
$60. The truckers in the State of 
Maine oan 'Operate cheaper than 
the Massachusetts trucks can 'Oper
a,te. 

I was talking-to Mr. Cole of 
C'Ole's Express. He hrud the s:ame 
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argument, that he would be back 
here in two years and ask for his 
lioense to be reduced from $300 to 
$60. I said, "All right, Mr. Cole, but 
maybe the Legislature will consid
er the wages you aTe paying." 

Your union wage in the Sta;te of 
Maine is 12 cents an hour below 
the Massa,chusetts Wlruges. Thlat 
shows you that Mr. Cole can .oper
ate cheaipeT than they can operate 
in Massachusetts. 

He also spoke about the road 
miles we have in the State of 
Maine, that there was no compari
son with 'Massachusetts. We have 
22,000 miles, if I heard Mr. Lackee 
right, while Massachusetts has 
about 17,000 miles. The Massachu
setts freight trucks maybe will use 
approximately seven or eight or ten 
thousand miles of these Toads, while 
in Massachusetts probably we can 
use the whole 17,()00 miles, which 
are fit to use and ours are not. 

So far as the number of trucks 
in Massachusetts is concerned, it is 
true Massachusetts has twice as 
many trucks as we have. But what 
are they gOing to do with them. 
They are not all going to come 
down here in the State of Maine 
and break our roads up. They are 
not gOing to come down unless they 
have got a load to bring in, be
cause you mUJst remember that 
Massachusetts trucks cannot haul 
a load from one point to another 
in Maine without registering in 
Maine. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Caribou, 
Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move th8it when the vote is taken 
that there be a division of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Caribou, Mr. Collins, for adop
tion of House Amendment "A," and 
the gentleman has asked for a divi
sion. 

The Ohair recognizes the gentle
man from Farmingdale, Mr. West
on. 

Mr. WESTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Being a 
member of the Motor Vehicles Com
mittee, I simply want to show you 
where I stand on this proposition. 
For myself. I do not consider the 
railroads, the trucking industry or 
any others; I look on this thing 
purely from the highway l'evenue 
side of the picture. 

Now 'the State of Maine has more 

tremendously great highways to 
take care of and maintain than 
does the State of Massachusetts. 

There is another thing I wish to 
call to your attention: Snow re
moval in the State of Maine last 
year cost over a million dollars. 
I wonder how much it cost. the 
Sta te of Massachusetts! I most 
certainly do not want to hurt any 
industries in the State of Maine, 
neither do we want our highways 
in such condition that we are not 
able to use them. 

Now it has been said here that 
a big load does not do aJS much 
damage as a small load. I doubt 
that veTY much. I have a Model "A" 
Ford which prob8ibly weighs less 
than a ton. I can go over most of 
these country roads rut this time of 
the year, and I do not think any 
of these trucks are going out over 
the s e r 0 ads without getting 
swamped. 

Another thing: Did you ever 
watch the highway when one of 
these big ,trucks passed over it and 
see it wave as the truck goes along? 
I believe that does plenty of dam
age to our highways. 

Another thing: We have seen in 
this Legislature this winter a big 
demand for something to be done 
to our country roads. If we allow 
much more heavy traftk than what 
our main highways already have, in 
order to keep them in condition so 
that they can be used, I wonder 
how much we are going to have 
left? Our maintenance bill is most 
certainly going to increase with 
more trucks and more heavy loads. 

Another thing: We pride our
selves on bein<>; a vacation State. I 
wonder how the people who come in 
here for a vaca£ion~ after the war, 
are going to ,feel when every half 
mile they are going to meet one of 
these truck tmilers! I wonder if 
they are not gOing to be a little bit 
discouraged! Our highways are not 
sufficiently wide to compare with 
the State of Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire. Our highways are 
narrow, very hilly, with lots of bad 
turns, and these trucks being on 
the highways in great abundance 
are going to spoil a good many 
pleasure rides after the war, after 
we have gasoline-I hope some day. 

Now the gentleman from Port
land mentioned the trade barrier. I 
do not think this is a trade bar
rier. I think it is equalization. 
Certainly if you are going to put 
two men in the ring to fight, you 
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will not put a man who weighs two 
hundred p8unds against a man who 
weighs a hundred pounds. 

This is simply to protect a con
crete investment which we have in 
highways. I believe our State has 
progressed under our present sys
tem. I do not think the country is 
going to rise or fall with reciprocity 
or that the State of Maine is going 
to rise or fall with reciprocit'y. I 
believe we have progressed under 
the present system, and I believe 
we will still progress if we do not 
have reciprocity. That is the rea
son why I went along with the 20,-
0<00 Dound limitation. It gives the 
farm-ers a chance to go into the 
other states with most of their 
leads, but it does make those that 
are wholly trucking concerns pay 
cur registration fee. I hope that the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Caribou, Mr. Collins, does not pre
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Meloon. 

Mr. MELOON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House of Rep
resentatives: It seems to me just 
good common-sense and good busi
ness to figure out if we have at the 
present time a tariff or a trade 
barrier working directly against us 
that it is good business to set up a 
trade barrier against the other fel
low, and that we should never set 
them up against ourselves. In this 
case we are putting it directly 
against ourselves, and, I believe, 
our own best interests. We are the 
only North Atlantic State that does 
not have reciprocity. 

Supposing one of our trucks 
wants to take some of Mr. Sweet
ser's apples or some of Mr. Ber:ry's 
apples down into Connecticut. The 
owner pays $300 yearly for a license 
in Maine. He goes into New Hamp
shire and pays $140 more; then he 
goes into Massachusetts and pays 
$60: and then he gets down into 
Connecticut and he p::tys another 
$100: so it has cost him $60{) to 
operate his truck from Portland or 
from Maine down to Connecticut 
under the present set-up. All right. 
This fellow from Connecticut says, 
"I will send UD and get that load of 
apples." He sends his truck up and 
he has to pay when he comes into 
Maine a fee of $300. He loads up 
with apples and he goes home. 
When he gets to the New Hamp
shire line he takes off his Maine 
license plates and puts them under 
the seat and sits on it so no one 

can see them, and he goes scot-free 
through to Connecticut without 
any further fee. because they 'all 
have reciprocal agreements. It does 
not seem to me to be good business 
fc,r us to continue in that line. 

The statement has .been made 
that from $91,000 to $92,000, up to 
$10{),nnO would be lost immediately 
through registration fees. About 
one-half of those, I think it can 
be easily proved from our Secretary 
of State's offk:e, are trucks whi~h 
are registered in the State but the 
checks for the regist,ration come 
from offices outside, big companies 
with offices outside of the state of 
Maine. As we all know-and I 
want to point it out to you if you 
do not know-if these oil trucks and 
others are operated in the State six 
months out of the year they al,:} 
have to pay that $300. Therefore, 
1: think we can discount probably 
h'llf of that amount which would 
be carrted en just the same whether 
we have this reciprocity or not. 

In short, I think it is good bus
iness 'and f'ol'd r'owrn~n sens o : and 
I hope that L. D. 1121 and its ac
companyinlS' amendment offered 
this morning by Mr. Collins will 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker, in re
gard to the damage done to our 
road~, by these big trucks, the Mo
tor Vehicles Committee had before 
it, a bill which would increase the 
weight to 45,0000 pounds, and I be
lieve that committee was unanimous 
in turning down that request for 
further weight, because, I think, 
they thought of the damftge thftt 
would be done to the roads. I do 
nc~ believe it is fair, Mr. Speaker, 
to say we are giving reciprocity 
half a trial when we are including 
onlv one-half of our trucks in the 
State of Maine in that reciprocity 
bill 

Now in regard to the truckers of 
Maine asking for adjustments be
cause of registration fees. They will 
almost certainly come here two 
years for now asking for that ad
justment. and that would amount 
to $645,000 at least. Now, I under
stand that certain proponents of 
fulJ. reciprocity have already asked 
the truckers of Maine not to oppose 
full. reciprocity, and they will come 
down here two years from now and 
help them get that adjustment. I 
-think we should consider that fac-
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tal'. I hope this amendment will 
nat prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recag
nizes the gentleman fram Biddeford, 
Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members af the Hause: To my 
mind, this amendment bails dawn 
to a fight between the large truck
ing interests af Massachusetts, and 
what is best far the peaple af the 
State of Maine. 

We have heard a great deal af 
criticisms a.f the railraads. I hold 
nO' brief far them; I hald no stock 
in any af them; have never repre
sented ane, and I have brought 
many suits against them. But I 
think it has been can ceded by the 
prapanents af this amendment that 
as soon as the war is over, that the 
railroads, after they have finished 
with their war-time jab, will be 
able to' give them the service which 
they are unable to give at the pres
ent time. 

The whale argument in regard to' 
reciprocity started about four years 
ago, after we had a decisian fram 
aur Law Court requiring large 
trucking interests in Massachusetts 
to' continue to' pay the registratian 
taxes to the State of Maine. As the 
result af that adverse decision, 
which was based upon an appeal 
by these large trucking interests to 
the Law Court from a ruling af the 
Secretary af State, they first intro
duced a bill in this Legislature to' 
exempt them from the provisians af 
any registratian fee. 

As yau are nO' daubt aware the 
rates that a railmad can charge in 
the State qf. ¥aine are fixed by the 
PublIc UtllItles Cammissian and 
the. rates that a railroad can charge 
111 Il1terstate cammerce are fixed by 
the Interstate Cammerc'e Oommis
<ilOn .. The rates tha.t these large 
truck!ng Il1dustries can charge are 
l!kewisle fixed by your Interstate 
Cammerce Commissian. I believe 
that the amendment is an attempt 
by these 1arge trucking interests to' 
have samething with which they 
can g~ t9 the Intersta.te Commerce 
Cammissron and say: "W'e want a 
lower !"ate," and as soan as they get 
tha t la~er. ra te, your la,rge trucking 
~ndu.stnes. m Massachusetts are ga
~ng .to drn,:e a:ut yaur small truck
mg mdustnes m the State af Maine 
!:>e.ca use your small trucking indus
"nes Will nat be able to' compete. 

The gentleman from Portland has 
referred to the f.act that this Sta.te 

was built upan free enterprise. Let 
us look at the recard. 

Many states have labeling and 
p::t~kr!f:(_ng laws in cannectian with 
v8ricus praducts; and in many ;n
stsnces there are the requirements 
fer municipal licenses and others 
teo numeraus to mention. 

Groat stress has been laid an vhe 
f2Ct that if they come in and op
('rate in the State far six manths 
they have to' get a license. Let us 
look at the Ma"sa,chusetts law far 
the J-eg'istratian of private cars. 
Under their decisians, if yau gO' up 
there the first of this manth and 
op'erate yaur car up there, and 
then you gO' up on the 20th af this 
manth and operate your clar there, 
and go up again on the 15th af the 
nExt manth and aperate your ea,r 
there, when yau gO' up there an the 
15th of the next mantEh, unless you 
reglster your car in the Comman
wealth of Massachusetts you are a 
trespasser on the highway. 

For these re'a"ons, I hape that 
the amendment daes nat prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Hause is 
conddering L. D. 1121 and the mo
tian 0.£ th2 gentleman fr'em Caribou, 
Mr. Collins. that we accept Hause 
Amendment "A". 

The Chair recogniz,es the gentle
man from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWEH: Mr. Speaker, I 
will only take a few moments af 
yaur time. Yau may have been led 
to' believe that the r'egis-tmtion of 
a big truck in Massachusetts is 
only $60, but there is nobady here 
~o naive as not to believe that they 
dO' nat have excise taxes and com
pulsary insurance, which brings 
thsse fees up to' a lat more money. 
When yau compare your rates in the 
State of Maine with the State of 
Massachusetts, remember we have 
hundreds of miles af cauntry raads 
that Will never see ane af these big 
tr.licks. When they tell you they 
Will fill up with gasoline enaugh to 
make the trip out af the State b9-
eause they can buy it cheaper ther·e, 
I wauld like to call the attentian of 
the Hause to' the fact that we have 
a law which allows these trucks to' 
use anly tanks put on them far 
standard eqUipment. Naw Mr 
Cole's name was braught into the 
matter-but, to' get back to' our rail
reads a !5'ain , the B. & A. callects 50 
per cent more freight rate than the 
Mame Central Railraad-in other 
wards where the Maine Centml 
uses two as a point the B. & A. uses 
three. Mr. Cale enjoys the same 
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mte in truckingth!l!t the B. & A. 
does. 

I still hope that the motion of 
Mr. Collins does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog
nizes the gentleman from Bingham, 
Mr. Dutton. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of Ithe House: The state 
of Maine has arrived at a critical 
period in regard to its highways and 
highway money to carryon the pro
gram which has been mapped out 
or attempted to be mapped out. In 
addition to the other losses in funds, 
if this measure passes, you must 
lose at least $750,000 in addition to 
all the other losses by the loss of 
the gasoline tax and other things 
which handicaps your Highway 
Commission in the transaction of 
their bUSiness, and I sincerely hope 
that we will not add any more 
handicaps by passing free use of 
our roads to all New England states 
with ·their heavy trucks. 

We are unable now to use our own 
roads with any degree of comfort 
because of the heavy trucking that 
is already using our roads. You 
cannot get through the city of 
Augusta without the 'big trucks be
ing parked directly in the center 
of the road. You park your truck in 
the center of ,the road and walk off 
for an hour and see how long you 
will keep out of trouble! Trucks 
have already monopolized all the 
privileges that were ever intended 
to be used for our pleasure cars, 
and if you increase the number of 
cars that can use our highways 
free, you are dOing a terrible in
justice to ,the people of the State 
of Maine. I hope the measure will 
not pass for full reciprocity. 

The SPEAKER: The qUestion is 
upon the motion of the gentleman 
from Oaribou. Mr. Collins, that the 
House adopt House Amendment 
"A." All ,those in favor of the mo
tion will rise and stand in their 
pl!l!Ces until the monitors have made 
and returned their count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Ninety-three having voted in the 

affirmative and 27 in the negative, 
the motion prevailed, and House 
Amendment "A" was adopted. 

Thereupon, the bill was given its 
third reading and passed to be en
grossed as amended in non-eoncur
rence and sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizesthe gentleman from Bingham, 
Mr. Dutton. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, would 
it be possible for me to make a 
motion at this time for reconsider
ation of our action of yesterday? 

The SPElAKElR: A motion to re
consider is always in order. The 
gentleman may proceed. 

Mr. DU'ITON: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask the House to re
consider its action of yesterday 
whereby we accepted the "Ought 
not to be adopted" report on House 
Paper 1299, Legisl!l!tive Document 
937, "Memorial to the Congress of 
the United States." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, moves 
that the House do now reconsider 
its action of yesterday on L. D. 937, 
the Memorial to the Congress of the 
United States, on Universal Mili
tary Training, whereby the House 
aecepted the "Ought not to be 
adopted" report of the committee. 
All those in favor of the motion 
to reconsider will say yes; contrary 
minded, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Mr. RANKIN of Bridgton: Mr. 
Speaker, I would ask for a divi
sion. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bridgton, Mr. Rankin, doubts 
the hearing of the Speaker. All 
those in favor of the motion for 
reconsideration will rise and stand 
in Itheir places until counted and 
the monitors have made and re
turned the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Twenty-six having voted in the 

affirmative and 6,1 in the negative, 
the motion did not prevail. 

,Mr. Southard of Bangor, was 
granted unanimous consent to ad
dress the House. 

Mr. SOUTHARD: Mr. Speaker, I 
have only ia few words to say. I am 
much surprised that the majonty 
of the membeTs of this House still 
ta ke upon their shoulders to pass 
upon any legislation which comes 
before this body without hearing 
both sides of the question, and that 
was what was done on this Me
morial. Thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bridg
ton, Mr. R,ankin. 

Mr. RANKIN: Mr. Speaker
The SPEAKF.R: For what purpose 

does the gentleman rise? 
Mr. RANKIN: I rise, Mr. Speaker, 

to say that I 'agree with the re
marks of the gentLeman from Ban
gor, Mr. Southard. 
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The SPEAKER: Does the gentle
man wish unanimous consent to 
address the House? 

Mr. RANKIN: I am sorry-yes, I 
do wish unanimous consent, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Bridgton, Mr. Rankin, asks 
for the unanimous consent to ad
dress the House. Does the Cha,ir 
hear objeetion? The Chair hears 
none, and the gentleman may pro
ceed. 

Mr. RANKIN: I 'am, of course, op
posed to this measure, Mr. Speaker, 
but I feel that complete justice was 
not done to the proponents of this 
measure yesterday lIT our action; 
and I regret the action taken a 
moment ago in refusing to 'recon
sider it. I venture to move that we 
reconsider our action which we took 
just a moment ago. 

The SPEAKER: The motion is 
out of order. The motion to re
consider having failed, that puts an 
end to the matter. The rule is 
that a matter can be reconsidered 
only once. The Hause, by its action, 
can suspend the rules and thereby 
reconsider its 'action. 

Mr. RANKIN: I so move, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: In order to sus
pend the rules, it requires a two
thirds vote. The gentleman from 
Bridgton, Mr. Rankin, moves that 
the rule requiring that 'a matron 
can 'Only be reconsidered once be 
suspended. All those in ~avor of 
suspending this rule will rise and 
s,tand in their places until counted 
and the monitors have made and 
returned the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
The SPEAKER: Fifty-,three hav

ing v'Oted in the affirmative and 34 
in. the .negative, the necessary two
thIrds is not shown, and the motion 
is lost. 

Passed to Be Engrossed 
(Continued) 

Bill "An Act Requiring School 
Employees to File Health Oertifi
cates" (H. P. 1476) (L. D. 1182) 

Were reported by the Commit
tee on Bills in the Third Reading 
read the third time, passed to be 
engrossed land sent to the 'Sena,te. 

Amended Rills 
Bill "An Act relating ,to Looal 

Health Officers" (S. P. 213) (L. D. 
472) 

Bill "An Act to Increase the Sal
a,ry of Sheriff of Kennebec County" 
(S. P. 263) (L. D. 624) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the 'I1hird Reading read 
the third time, passed to b€ en
grossed as amended and sent to 
the Senate. 

Passed To Be Enacted 
Emergency Measure 

An Ac~ to Correct Typographical 
and Clencal Errors in the Revision 
(S. P. 414) (L. D. 1100) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
?ary, a division was had. 132 voted 
lIT favor of same and none against 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

Emergency Measure 
An Act ,Amending the Unemploy

ment Compensation Law as to 
Benefits (H. P. 1232) (L. D. 858) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a division was had. 129 voted 
in favor of same and none against 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

Finally Passed 
Tabled 

Resolve to Provide Funds for 
Eradication of Bang's Disease 
Tuberculosis, and Other Infectious 
and Contagious Diseases of Live
stock (S. P. 420) (L. D. 1103) 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Clifton: Mr. 
Speaker, as this Resolve has quite 
a bearing on our financial struc
ture, which has not been set up 
c.ompletely at this time, I would 
llke to ask that this Resolve be 
tabled. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Clifton, Mr. Williams, moves 
that Resolve to Provide Funds for 
Eradication of Bang's Disease 
Tubel'culosis, and Other Infectious 
and Contagious Diseases of Live
stock be tabled pending final 
passage. Is this the pleasure of the 
House? 

The motion prevailed and the 
Resolve was so tabled. 
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Passed To Be Ena,den 
An Act to Provide for SCientific 

Investigation with Blueberries (S. 
P. 72) (L. D. 68) 

An Act relating' to Salaries of 
Court Stenographers (S. P. 1(5) (L. 
D. 177) 

An Act Clarifying the Law relat
ing to Official Fees of Registers of 
Probate (S. P. I6() (L. D. 363) 

An Act to Simplify the Financial 
Structure of the State (S. P. 192) 
(L. D. 489) 

An Act relating to Contagious 
Diseases (S. P. 210) (L. D. 474) 

An Act relating' to Fees of Reg
isters of Probate (S. P. 238) (L. D. 
619) 

An Act Creating the Greater 
Portland Public Development Com
mission (S. P. 323) (L. D. 823) 

An Act Concerning Agrkultural 
Cooperative Associations (S. P. 343) 
(L. D. 897) 

An Act Governing the Production 
of Milk and Cream (S. P. 393) (L. 
D. 1016) 

An Act relating to Licensing Hos
pitfll, and Related Institutions in 
the state of Maine (S. P. 405) (L. 
D. 1063) 

An Act relating to Pari Mutuel 
Pools (S. P. 416) (L. D. 1111) 

An Act relating to Clerk Hire in 
the C.ounty Offices in Knox County 
(S. P. 418) (L. D. 1101) 

An Act relating to ('om1)laint in 
Cases of Neglect of Childn;n (S. P. 
421) (L. D. 1105) 

An Act relating to Snow Removal 
<E. P. 247) (L. D. 157) 

An Pet relating to Teachers' Re
tirement System (H. P. 423) (L. D. 
165) 

A I' Act relHtinq; to Presumption 
of Death ("1. P. 425) (L. D. 1127) 

An Act to Aid Towns in Con
trolling' Forc,t Fires (S. P. 427) (L. 
D. 1128) 

An Act relating to Examination 
rmel. Registr'ltinn of osteopathic 
Phvsicians (S. P. 428) (L. D. 1129) 

An Act relatin<; to Small Cl9ims 
<E. P 241) rT,. D. 92) 

An Act relating' to Maintenance 
of Statp Hip,'hways and State Aid 
Roads <E. P. 248) (L. D. 98) 

.An Act to Establish the Western 
Oxford Jlffmiicinal Court (H. P. 515) 
(L. D. 204) . 

An Act relating' to the Recor,:!er 
.of thp B'lth Municipal Court (H. 
P. 642) (L. D. 295) 

An Act Regul'lting the Use of 
Certain Kinr1~ of Firearms (H. P. 
687) (L. D. 305) 

'WEre reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrcssed, passed to be 
E'nacted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

Tabled 
An Act Amending the Charter of 

thE' Citv of Biddeford (H. P. 733) 
(L. I:.'. 4C2) 

(On motion by Mr. Renouf of Bid
deford, tabled pending enactment 
and assigned fo,r later in the day.) 

An Act relating to the Practice of 
Dentistrv (H. P. 734) (L. D. 392) 

An A:2t to COonfer Concurrent 
Jurifdiction on the Probate Court 
and. S.uperior Court in Matters Con
eerning Custody and Support of 
Minor Children (H. P. 818) (L. D. 
506) 

An Act relating to State Bureau 
of Identification (H. P. 946) (L. D. 
526) 

An Act relating to P,ees of Sher
iff~ Dnd Expense,g in K'eeping Pris
oners (H. P. 994) (L. D. 594) 

An Act r'elating to Dangerous 
Occupations for Minors (H. P. 
1079) (L. D. 690) 

An Act relating to Payment of 
Salaries and Wages .of State Offi
rcrs and Employees (H. P. 1188) 
(L. D. 749) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
ment Compensation Law as to Bene
fit5 (H. P. 1231) (L. D. 857) 

An Act Amending the Unemploy
mEnt Compensation L'aw as to Pay
ment of Benefits (H. P. 1247) (L. 
D. 872) 

An Act relating to Registration of 
Voters (H. P. 1258) (L. D. 882) 

.An Act relating tOo Tax on Street 
R'lilroad Corporations and Street 
Railways (H. P. 1367) (L. D. 1{)27) 

An Act r,elatin« to the Salary of 
the R,egister of Probate of Kenne
be·c COounty and Clerk Hire in Such 
Offire m. P. 1374) (L. D. 1037) 

An Act relating to Supplemen
tarv A.ssessments of State, County 
and Forestry District Taxes (H. P. 
1376) (L. D. 1(28) 

\V?r.c Y·2·p.orted bv the Committee 
en Fngrossed Bills as truly and 
strictI y en <:(rc.~,scd, vasE'3d to be en
actpd. s:gnerl by the Speaker and 
EEnt to the S2nate. 

Tabled 

An Ad rel~tin<:; tOo Inheritance 
Taxes' (H. P. 1385) (L. D. 10046) 
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(On motien by Mr. Williams of 
Aubmn, tablEd pending enact
ment, anc, assigned for later in the 
cay) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
JUdg,2 cf Probate of Hancock Coun
ty (H, P. 1401) (L. D. 1072) 

An Act to Increase th2 Salary of 
the Ccunty Treasurer o.f Cumber-
18l1d comity (H. P. 1402) (L. D. 
1073) 

An Act relating to Fees of Offi
cer for Ss',vice for Delinquent 
TaxEs (H. P. 1421) (L. D. 1093) 

An A2t relating to Sala:y of 
RE gicter of Probate in Saga,dahoc 
COl~nt.y (H. P. 1431) (L. D 1114) 

.An Act r'elating to the Sala,ry of 
the Judge oJ the Bath Municipal 
Court (H. P. 1432) (L. D. 1115) 

An Act relating to Salary of the 
Judce and the Recerder of the 
W:lldo County Municipal Court (H. 
P. 1433) (L. D. 1116) 

An Act relating' to Clerk Hire in 
County Offices in Sagadahcc County 
m. P. 1435) (L. D. 1117) . 

An Act relating to State Em
ployees' Retir,em2nt System (H. P. 
1433) II. D. 1119) 

An Act relating to Fishing in 
C,rtn.in Riwrs, Lakes and Ponds 
in Oxford County (H. P. 1440) (L. 
D. 1130) 

p, '1 Act to Amend the Employees' 
ContnbutOl'Y Retirement System (H. 
P. 1441) (L. D. 1131) 
~n Act rel8ting to ReDarting bv 

:Cnvers Involved in .Accidents (H. 
P. 1444) (L. D. 1133) 

An Act to Provide a Town C:mn
cil nnd Manager Form of Govel:n
ment for the to\vn of Limcsto~1e jn 
the '20unty of Ar:c;,stook iI-I. P. 
1445) (I,. D. 1134) 

An Act relRtino, to P:lbli8 0af~ty 
CmYll>'i"iol1 for Rlll1lf~rd Fnlls Vil'-
1'1 0 8 CC1'))oratio:1 (H. P. 1446) (L. D. 
1135) 

An Acc relating' to tJl8 Salary of 
the Rrccrd21' of the B8t:1 :rv:Iuni.~
ipal Cnl1rt IH. P. 1447) (L D. 1135) 

An :'"t rt'l,-~in,' to the Forwa";jj;p 
of CO:lt:'r:'~~i('nr; in thp l\irqipe 
Teac'hers' Petirement Sys~cm (H. P. 
1449) (L. D 1138) 

An Ant l"?l:1tin9; tl' On"n S~as,n 
For Hunting (H. P. 1451) (L D 
1139) . . 

An Ad relating- to Vital St:ltistics 
m. P. 1454) (L. D. 1140) 

An Act to Incornorate the "Guar
di9n Loan Co." (H. P. 1456) (L D 
1156) . . 

An Act D"signating Certain A,~ad
emies as High Schools and relating 

to Membership in the Maine Tea~h
ers' Retirement System (H. P. 1458) 
(L. D. 1158) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
Various Officers of Waldo County 
(H. P. 1459) (L. D. 1159) 

An Act relating to .Automobile 
Travel by State EmplDyees (H. P. 
1461) (L. D. 1161) 

Finally Passed 
Res2lve relating to Retirement 

Pension for Percy E. Averill of 
Thomaston (S. P. 207) (L. D. 477) 

Resolve, Authorizing the ForEst 
Commissioner to Convey Certain In
terest of the StatE' in Land in AroD'>
took County to Geon~'e Emile Daigle 
and Adrian Daigle (H. P. 348) (L . 
D. 155) 

Resolve in favor of Cornelius Z. 
Conley of Lewiston (H. P. 1054) (L. 
D. 659) 

Resolve in favor of the town of 
Smyrna (II. P. 1223) (L. D. 852) 

ResDlve in favor of tnwn of Green
ville to Correct Height of Overpass 
of the Canadian Pacific Railroad 
nt Greenville Junction (H. P. 1312) 
(L. n 861) 

Resolve in fav::1' of Catherine A. 
Nason, of Round Pond (H. P. 1£)4) 
(L. D. 114J) 

Resolve to Rei:nburse Walla'(Tass 
Plantaticm for Support of the FJDl
ily of Edward Berube (H. P. 488) 
(L. D. 1143) 

Resolve to AppJint a state BClflrd 
for Appro-vnl of Institutions Otfcr
in"; Specialized Training (H. P. 941) 
(I,. D. 543) 

Resolve in favO!' of Fox & Ginn, 
Inc. (H. P. 1314) L. D. 1144) 

Resolve, Providing for the Pay
ment of Certain Damages Caused 
by Protected Wild Animals lH. P. 
1427) (L. D. 1107) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly cngresse(l, Bills nassed to 
be enacted, Resolves finally pasc,ed, 
all SIgned by the Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 

before the House the first matter 
of unfinished business, Bill "An Act 
Relatinu; to the Salary of the Bank 
Ccmmi"::icner" IH. P. 993) (L. D. 
59:lJ Wllich in the House was read 
twice. and tabler' O~l Ami! lOth by 
Mr. Romm of Greenville. pending 
assignment fer third reading: and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle
man. 
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Mr. Rollins offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved Its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
993, L. D. 593, Bill "An Act Relating 
to the Salary of the Bank commis
sioner." 

Amend said Bill by striking out, 
in the 2nd paragraph thereof, the 
underlined figures "$6,000" and in
serting in place thereof the under
lined figures '$5,500' 

Further amend said Bill by add
ing before the headnote in the 1st 
paragraph thereof the following: 
'Sec. 1.' 

Further amend said Bill by adding 
at the end thereof the following: 

'Sec. 2. Limitation of act. This 
act shall remain in force for a per
iod of 2 years only. It is the intent 
of the legislature to change the 
present statute for a period of 2 
years only, after which period the 
present statute shall return to full 
force and effect.' 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 
of the House to adopt House 
Amendment "A"? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Caribou, Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
feel there should be some consider
ation given to the recommendation 
of the Salaries and Fees C()mmittee. 
I believe, in considering these vari
ous jobs, the limit was not set at 
any definite figure, but was consid
ered on the worth of the job; and if 
the Legislature believes that the 
ceiling of $5500 ,is preferable to 
$6000, then of course that is the 
right of the Legislature. However, 
I believe that certain of these heads 
of departments should receive at 
least the $6000. I believe they are 
entitled to it, and I believe it would 
be better business for the 'State if 
they got it. 
. I have no objection to the limita

tlOn part of the amendment-that 
may be a good policy, although I 
personally doubt it. However, I 
have no objection to that. But I 
do think you should consider care
fully whether or not you want to 
set that ceiling at $5500 rather 
than $6000, bearing in mind that 
we already have some of the heads 
of the departments at the $6000 
level at the present time. 

The SPEtAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, moves 
adoption of House Amendment "A". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I might say to the mem
bers of the House that this is just 
a suggestion in trying to save a lit
tle money for that great Appropri
ation Committee, which is hollering 
every day about finances. 

We are looking forward to the 
end of World War II, and with it 
we have already witnessed the 
drops in salaries. We are about 
four years late in making these 
raises, hence the movement for put
ting on the limitation. 

No man knows what conditions 
will be two years from now. There 
is no question but that the days of 
big salaries are over. There is no
body getting raises. We can prove 
it by the checks that are coming 
from the defense plants today. 

It is just a question of what this 
Legislature is going to do. What 
are they going to say back home? 
There is a bill before us which 
looks like an enactor, the Dross bill, 
which will ,take the pork barrel 
money out of their pockets. When 
you go back home to your con
stttuents, what will they think 
about it? Y'ou are not taking any
thing back. The only thing you 
can say is: "We went down and 
we raised all the big salaries in 
the state of Maine; we put them 
up on a high 'DIane: we gave them 
unlimited paychecks." But what did 
we do for ,the Uttle fellow, the man 
who has got to feed a family? 

I maintain, gentlemen, that these 
salaries are consistent with wh!lit 
the job is worth. Now we cannot 
talk about personalities, aHhough 
there will be, no doubt. some talk 
of personalities, that this man and 
that man is indispensable. I have 
told the members of this House be
fore that I did not believe there' 
was any indispensa;,ble man. We 
have just lost a great leader in this 
nation, and we have elected his suc
cessor; and we hope, each and 
everyone of us, that he will step 
in and take the place of our for
mer leader and do the job. 

Tha't same condition would arise 
here if anyone of these men said, 
"We are going out into industry." 
The privilege is theirs: they can go 
out into industry, and, no doubt, 
any of them could earn ten, fifteen 
or twenty thousand a year; but the 
taxpayers of Maine cannot Day it 
or compete with it. Therefore, I 
do hope my motion preVails. 
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The SPEAKE:R: The Chair rec
'Ognizes the gentleman from Augus
ta, Mr. Carpenter. 

Mr. CARPENTER: Mr. Speaker, 
I would like t'O g'O along with the 
gentleman from Greenville, Mr. 
R'Ollins. We are trying to save the 
taxpayers a little money. N'Ow we 
have passed two of these bills, the 
Adjutant General, $5500, and the 
Forest Commissioner, $5500, and it 
does not seem out of line to me if 
we save $500 on this bill and give 
the Bank Commissi'Oner $5500. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
'Ognizes the gentleman from Rome, 
Mr. DGwns. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Pr'Obably it 
is only fair, and, at this time, my 
duty, as House Chairman 'Of the 
Committee on Salaries and Fees, t'O 
explain t'O you briefly the action of 
that committee. 

As you well recall, we began 
holding meetings quite early in the 
session, and resolves were presented 
t'O us for increases in salaries 'Of 
coun ty officials of practi,~ally every 
county in the State, and for State 

''Officials and what have you. We 
considered th'Ose matters to the best 
of our ability and attempted t'O ar
nve at what seemed a fair decision. 
If, in the opinion of this House 
the findings of the Committee on 
Salaries and F'ees were in error, I 
submit to you that it is entirely 
wlthm your province to make such 
corrections as you see fit. I have 
yet to be convinced that the ad
ministrative power supersedes the 
power 'Of the Legislature in any
thing. 

Now I am not ~''Oing to discuss 
this particular bill with you. It 
came up for our considera,tion, and 
I am frank to say to you that nat 
a single divided report came out 'Of 
that committee. They labored hard 
to arrive at something like a fair 
decision, and it is entirely to my 
mind. within the pr'Ovince' of this 
Legislature to be guided by their 
own good judgment. 

The C'Ommittee 'On Salaries and 
Fees does nat claim far a minute 
that they are infallible. They did 
the best they could. They had a 
hard J'Ob. I submit to you it is en
tir:ely within your province toO sus
tau~ t~e action of that c'Ommittee 
~r It .IS entirely within your pr'Ov~ 
~nce, m your good judgment, toO re
Ject the actIOn 'Of your committee if 
you feel they were in err'Or. I feel 

the matter is entirely in your 
hands. 

The SPEAKER: The questi'On is 
on the motion 'Of the gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, that 
we adopt House Amendment "A". 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker
The SPEAKER: For what pur

pose does the gentleman rise? 
Mr. ROLLINS: To ask unani

mous consent to address the Hause. 
The SPEAKER: The gentleman 

from Greenville, Mr. Rollins. asks 
unanimous consent t'O address the 
House. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears no objection and the 
gentleman may proceed. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members 'Of the House: My c'Ol
league, the gentleman from Rome, 
Mr. Downs, has defended his Sal
aries and Fees Committee, which is 
pr'Oper and right.. 

I have made the remark here be
fore-and I will make it again-that 
there is too much legislation by de
partment heads. I claim that these 
department heads legislate, not di
rectly, but because they put on so 
much pressure. They all want a 
raise: there is no question about it. 

What did the Sal9.Ties and Fees 
Committee do on the small salaries? 
They reported to this House "Ought 
not to pass". Did this House sus
tain their verdict? No. They sub
stituted the bill for the "Ought not 
to pass" report of the committee. 
Gentlemen, they were not infal
lible, in your judgment. Perhaps, 
for the same reason, they are not 
infallible here. 

I would hate to have this Legis
lature go home and faee their con
stituents with the idea that ,the de
partment heads passed all leO'isla
tion, even to raising their own sal
aries, something that is unconsti
tutional for you members 'Of this 
body to do with your own salaries. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Rome 
Mr. Downs. ' 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am 'Ordi
narily in full accord with my friend 
the gen~leman fr'Om Greenville: 
(Mr. Rollms) but I want to impress 
this thought on the members of 
this House: It makes no difference 
what action the Committee 'On Sal
aries and Fees took upon the bill 
relative to the empl'Oyees in the 
qassified services.. Ea,ch and every 
bIll t~at comes mt'O this Legisla
ture IS supp'Osed to be considered 
upon its merits. I do not want the 
House to be any more confused than 
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I am over the proposition, but I 
assure you personally that I do not 
want any member to be influenced 
on account of anyone particular 
action. I want each claim that 
comes before you to be considered 
on its own individual merit. 

The 81PEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, that 
the House adopt House Amendment 
"A". All those in favor of the mo
tion will say yes; those opposed, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed, and House 
Amendment "A" was adopted. 

Under suspension of the rules the 
bill was given its third reading and 
was passed to be en~rossed as 
amended and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the second 
matter of unfinished business, 
House Report "Ought to pass" of 
the Committee on Salaries and 
Fees on Bill "An Aot· Rela ting to 
the Salary of the Commissioner of 
Inland Fisheries and Game" (H. P. 
1003) (L. D. 551) tabled on April 
10th by Mr. Bell of Thomaston, 
pending acceptance of repo'rt; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle
man. 

Thereupon, on motion by Mr. Bell 
the "Ought to pass" report was ac
cepted, and the bill, having already 
been printed, was read twice under 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Carpenter of Augusta, then 
offered House Amendment "B" and 
moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "B" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "B" to H. P. 
1{}03, L. D. 551, Bill "An Act Re
lating to the Salary of the Commis
sioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
in that part of said Bill designated 
as "Sec. 1-A." the underlined fig
ures "$6,000" and inserting in place 
thereof the underlined figures '$5,-
000' 

Further amend said Bill by add
ing at the end thereof the follow
ing: 

'Sec. 3. Limitation of act. This 
act shall remain in force for a pe
riod of 2 years only. It is the in
tent of the legislature to change 
the present statute for a period of 
2 years 'only, after which period the 
present statute shall return to full 
force and effect.' 

Thereupon, House Amendment 
"B" was adopted, and under sus
pension of the rules the bill was 
given its third reading, and passed 
to be engrossed as amended and
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the third 
matter of unfinished business, 
House Report "Ought to pass" of 
the Committee on Salaries and Fees 
on Bill "An Act Relating to the 
Salary of the Secretary of State" 
(E. P. 49) (L. D. 20) tabled on 
April 1Cth by Mr. Gowell of Po
land, pending acceptance of report; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen
tleman. 

On motion by Mr. Gowell, the 
"Ought to pass" repD'l't was accept
ed, and the bill, having already 
been printed, was read twice under 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. Gowell then offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
49, L. D. 20, Bill "An Act Relating; 
to the Salary of the Secretary of 
State. 

Amend said Bill by adding before 
the headnote in the 1st paragraph 
thereD'f the following: 'Sec. 1.' 

Further amend said Bill by add
ing at the end thereof the follow
ing: 

'Sec. 2. Limita.tion of act. This 
act shall remain in for'ce for a pe
riod of 2 years only. It is the in
tent of the legislature to change the 
present statute for a period of 2 
years D'nly, after which period the 
present statute shall return to full 
fOl'ce and effect.' 

House Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and under suspension of 
the rules the bill had its third 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed as amended and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The I"PEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fourth mat
ter of unfinished business, House 
Report "Ought to pass" of the Com
mittee on Salaries and Fees on Bill 
"An Act Relating to the Salary of 
the Commissioner of Agriculture" 
(E. P. 996) (L. D. 596) tabled on 
April 10th by Mr. Dorsey of Fort 
Fairfield, pending acceptance of re
port. 

The Ohair recognizes the gentle
man from Greenville, Mr. Rollins. 
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Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of Mr. Dorsey, who is un
able to be here, I would move the 
acceptance of the report of the 
committee. 

The motion prevailed, and the 
"Ought to pass" report was accept
ed and the bill, having already 
been printed, was read twice under 
suspension of the rules. 

Thereupon, under suspension of 
the rules, the bill was given its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the fifth mat
ter of unfinished business, House 
Report "Ought to pass" of the COfl,l
mit tee on Salaries and Fees on BIll 
"An Ad Relating to the Salaries of 
the Unemployment Compensation 
Commission" (H. P. 1305) (L. D. 
949) tabled on April 10th by Mr. 
Cobb of Gardiner, pending accept
ance of report; and the Chair rec
ognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr .• Cobb, the 
"Ought to pass" report was accept
ed and the bill, having alreadY 
been printed, was read twice under 
suspension of the rules. 

.Mr. Cobb then offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1305, L. D. 949, Bill "An Act Relat
ing to the Salaries of the. Unem
ployment Compensation Commis
sion." 

Amend said Bill by adding before 
the headnote in the 1st paragraph 
thereof the following: 'Sec.!.' 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out, in the 2nd paragraph 
thereof, the underlined figures "$5,-
500" and inserting in place thereof 
the underlined figures '$5,000'; and 
by striking out in said 2nd para
graph the underlined figures "$5,-
000" and inserting in place thereof 
the underlined figures '$4,500'. 

Further amend said Bill by add
ing at the end thereof the follow
ing: 

'Sec. 2. Limitation of act. This 
act shall remain in force for a pe
riod of 2 years only. It is the in
tent of the legislature to change 
the present statute for a period of 
2 years only, after which period 
the present statute shall return to 
full force and effect.' 

House Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and under suspension of 
the rules the Bill had its third 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed as amended and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
hys before the House the sixth 
matter of unfmished business, Bill 
"An Ad Relating to the Salaries of 
the Officers of the Legislature" (H. 
P. 146.0) (L. D. 1160) babIed on April 
10th by Mr. Carpenter of Augusta, 
pending first reading; and the 
Chair recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Carpenter, the 
bill was given its two several read
ings' and under suspension of the 
rules was read the third time and 
passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the seventh mat
ter of unfinished business, An Act 
to Incorporate the Portland Wharf 
District m. P. 1328) (L. D. 972) ta
bled on April 10th by Mr. Payson 
of Portland, pending enactment; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen
tleman. 

On motion by Mr. Payson, the 
bill was passed to be enacted, 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Milli
nocket,Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, inas
much as the Legal Affairs.Commit
tee has a public hearing advertised 
for two o'clock this afternoon, I 
move ·that the House now recess 
until 2 :30 thL~ afternoon. 

The motion prevailed, and the 
House so recessed. 

Mter Recess~2:30 P. M. 
The House was called to order by 

the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the eighth matter 
of unfinished business, Senate Re
port "Ought not to pass" of the 
Committee on Ways and Bridges on 
Bill "An Act to C'l'eate the Town 
Road Improvement Fund" (S. P. 
325) (L. D. 891) which in the Sen
ate the bill was substituted for the 
report and passed to be engrossed; 
tabled in April 12th by Mr. Dow of 
Eliot, pending motion of Mr. Wil-
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liams of Clifton, to substitute t~e 
bill for the report; and the Charr 
recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker,.I 
yield to the gentleman from AddI
son, Mr. Lackee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Addi
son, Mr. Lackee. 

Mr. LACKEE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I arise at 
this time to explain to you, the 
best I can, what the passage of this 
bill will actually mean to the mem
bers of this House. 

You will notice that this bill is 
deSigned and introduced for the 
purpose of eliminating and replac
ing the special mad resolves, there
fore it should be of vital importance 
to you because of the fact ll!bout 
95 per' cent of th~ resolves. iJ?tro
duced into the LegIslature ongmate 
in the House. 

If you will look at the bill, you 
will nottce ·that Section 42-D states 
that: "No money from this fund 
shall be expended on any road 
which is part of the federal aid, 
state, state aid or 3rd class roads." 

Let me say to you that approxi
mately 30 per cent of the resolves 
heard before the Ways and Bridges 
Committee were for this type of 
road. This is especially true of 
third-dass roads, because third
class roads are entirely maintained 
by the ,towns, and each time that 
resolve is granted for the recon
struction, surfacing, or anything of 
that sort, of a third-class road, it 
helps the town just that much. 

Another popular type of resolve 
is the Bridge Act. When a bridge 
is built or constructed under the 
Bridge Act, the town pays a cer
tain percentage., the county pays a 
certain percentage, and the State 
pays a certain percentage. If the 
town asks for their part in a spe
cial resolve and it is granted, they 
are practically receiving their part 
for nothing, because the state pays 
the town's part, the county pays its 
part, and the State pays ,the re
mainder. 

As far as this bill is concerned, 
there is no fund that I know of 
that can be used in this connec
tion. I presume that the Ways and 
Bridges Committee would recom
mend that the special resolve be 
thrown out of the window and be 
attached to this bill. It is entirely 
up to you. If you had rather have 
this bill than have your speCial re-

solve, vote for it; if not, vote 
against it. 

Tile SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Wind
ham, Mr. Pratt. 

f Mr. PRATT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House of Repre
sentatives: To my mind, this leg
islation is necessary-necessary and 
timely. The value of such legisla
tion was attested to by the great 
group of people from all over the 
State that thronged the Senate 
Chamber when this bill, together 
with the Howes hill, was being 
heard before the Committee on 
Ways and Bridges. That hearing 
was a good barometer whereby we 
miuht know the wishes of the peo
plee in regard to a town's road im
provement program. 

The automobile, the motor truck, 
has made great demands upon our 
highway program and system. 
Heavier, smoother, straighter, wider 
roads are called for, and the auto
mobile and truck has supplied the 
necessary funds to do the job. , 

For the' calendar year 1944, the 
revenue received from the registra
tion of automobiles and trucks and 
gasoline tax amounted to $8,225,541. 

The state Highway Commission, 
together with town officials, have 
done a great piece of work in high
way construction. The trunk lines 
throughout the Sta,te are mighty 
gOOd. Yet, notwithstanding the 
great work that has been done, the 
town roads or the feeder roads have 
been forgotten; they have been left 
to their fate. Greater demands 
have also been made upon them, 
and they have been unable to 
stand the load. 

It is safe to say that at least 75 
per cent and I feel that more than 
75 per cent of all foodstuff raised 
in the State of Maine is raised on 
farms on these roads. The govern
ment is asking farmers to raise 
more and more food, and they have 
responded nobly. They and their 
wives have stood shoulder to shoul
der straining every nerve and mus
de 'to produce that upon which our 
armies and our allies depend. In 
many cases these producers of food 
no 'longer have youth to their 
credit· they have borne the burden 
of the heat of the day and still 
they carryon. They are the great 
army tha:t stand behind in a ma
terial way our armies that are 
sweeping on to brilliant and to total 
victory. 
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May I say ta\yau that the great 
need far faod will nat end with the 
war. Lang after viictary in Eurape, 
long after the last dying echO' of 
the last shot far in the Pacific has 
faded away intO' silence, we must 
keep a sizeable army and navy, and 
these men in aur army and navy 
must be fed, and the liberated, war
tarn cauntries of Europe must be 
fed. 

The farmers of America stand 
ready to' dO' the jab, but they need 
some help, and nathing that I knaw 
af wauld help them any mare than 
praviding suitable roads over which 
the produce can be hauled after 
they raise it. 

If we are to' receive the maxi
mum benefits af raads already built; 
if we are to' receive returns for 
maney already expended upon the 
highway system of the State af 
Maine, we must extend it to in
clude these raads, far, unless the 
praducers af America can find ac
cess to' the highway system of the 
State of Maine, we will not have 
came to the ultimate climax of aur 
great raad mavement. 

Sa I trust that taday the mem
bers af this Hause will vate to sup
part this Cross bill and make pas
sible the transpartatian af foodstuff 
aver them far which our armies and 
the warld are crying taday. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
agnizes the gentleman fram Car
inth, Mr. Elliott. 

Mr. ELLIOTT: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the 9'2nd Legislature: 
I think we are all agreed an the 
fact that there is much need far 
impravement af the sa-called dirt 
raads in our State. P1'obably yau 
all knaw that same two years agO' 
the Directar of Past-war Planning 
was asked by our State Department 
of Agriculture to' make a study of 
what would be the pragram mast 
adapted to' their particular depart
ment. In respanse to' this, aur 
Oammisiso-ner of Agriculture invited 
in the Dean af the Callege af Agri
culture and heads af the Extensian 
Service and ather agricultural ar
ganizatians to make, with him, this 
study. They stUdied, amang other 
things, the deplorable candition af 
the roads which lead to' many of 
aur good farms, and the candition 
which the farmers are in in getting 
their praduct aut. They de·cided 
that nat anly would this be a goad 
post-war praject but that it was a 
project which we needed at the 
present time. 

This survey showed that there 
were mare of aur gaad farms that 
were not on good highways than 
there were on impraved highways, 
and the men an these farms had 
been struggling far years attempt
ing to adjust themselves to' the 
automabile age to' get their prad
ucts out. 

Now this cammittee decided that 
a eertain am aunt af maney shauld 
be expended on these dirt 'raads. 
I think we all agree with aur goad 
friend, Mr. Lackee, that a goad part 
of the special resalve money is not 
spent an these impraved raads; it 
is tao often spent far the benefit of 
the farmer an the unimpraved raad 
in repairing and maintaining 50-
called third-class State-aid roads. 

I think that this committee felt 
that the Crass bill, L. D. 891, pre
sents an adequate pragram for the 
impravement of unimproved roads. 
The amaunt af maney to be alla
cated under this legislation is left 
to the Legislature, is very flexible 
and may be any am aunt fram ane 
dallar up to a full ten per cent af 
the grass reeeipts of gasoline tax 
and registration fees. This flexi
bility is desirable because it makes 
it possible to' meet varying condi
tians. It makes passible a com
pletely equitable distributian af 
State funds. Sectian 42-B provides 
that every town will receive its .iust 
share acearding to' the mileage of 
unimproved road as camparedto 
the mileage thraughout the State. 
This pragram, aver a periad af 
years, will require the expenditure 
of a large sum af money. The 
state cannat dadge this expense. 

If the Crass Bill becames a law 
the State will prafit thraugh in
creased valuatian af the praper'ties 
an these unimproved raads, build
ings will be repaired and improved, 
and mare land will be brought intO' 
produetian af craps. This repre
sents new wealth to' the state. If 
the state fails to' pass such legis
latian, abandonment af farms will 
cantinue, property values will fur
ther depreciate, finally resulting in 
a conditian whereby the State will 
have to' take over mare rural towns. 

Let us build up aur resources in
stead af t·earing down those that we 
now have. 

Some of the arguments used 
against this bill are as follaws: 1. 
It daes not estabUoh a definite 
amount af money to' be appropri
ated. The answer is: The Howes 
bill did, otherwise the legislation 
was the same. 2. It has been said 
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that there might be a Federal Bill 
passed which would peifmit partici
pation in this class of program. I 
suggest that you as'k Mr. Lucius 
Barrows if Federal assistance may 
be planned on for this type of road. 
You will find there is no possibility 
of any Federal assistance. 3. It is 
s,aid that we do not have the mon
ey. We did not have the money to 
fight this war. We can at least ap
propriate the funds that aye avail
able for this type of work which 
will answer for the present. 

At the next regular session it will 
be necessary to provide additional 
funds, or to combine a Third Class 
and state Aid program, taking 
away a little money from those to 
increase the 'appropriation of the 
town road improvement fund. It 
would be better, of course, to in
crease the revenue rather than in
ternupt any road work under the 
pr,esent acts. 

The unimproved roads have been 
neglected altogether too long. If 
you will recall the evidence present
ed at the Committee hearing in the 
Senate, no further proof is needed 
for this statement. 

One of the things that appealed 
to me veu-y much in this committee 
hearing was when one of the men 
got up, an official of one of our up
country towns, and said that the 
road was impassable and it was im
possible to get into town and back 
on the cross road, and 'at tax-col
lecting time, after they had tele
phoned in, the owner of the farm 
snowshoed o't1t a mile and a half 
or two miles to make arrangements 
with the town officials so they 
would not sell his farm at auction. 
It seems to me we cannot expect 
the farmers on these back roads to 
make this eff'Or,t in order to pay 
their taxes. 

Speaking of the inequalities in 
the special resolve, I have in my 
hand H. P. 19,32, Resolve for the 
Construction, Maintenance ,and Re
pair of Roads and Bridges, which 
was passed at the 90th Legis1ature. 
In this document you can find any 
amount 'Of figures, and it would be 
interesting reading if you ca,re to 
read it. I looked up one gr'Oup of 
tOlwns. To show the inequality 
with which this money is a.ppropri
ated in these spec~al resolves in 
compa.rison to the miles of dirt 
l'oad, in one community not fa,r dis
tant from where we a.1"e at the pres
ent time there was 'One town that 
had fifteen miles of di,rt road that 
received $1{)OO in the special resolve. 

Town No.2, with 22 miles, received 
$1000. Town No.3, with 25 miles 
received $7()O. Town No.4, with 26 
miles of unimprovced road, received 
nothing, and Town No.5, with 53 
miles of unimproved r'Oad, received 
$8()O. That certainly is not equi
table distribution. 

Another group in another county: 
four towns right along side by side 
fmm east to west in two different 
legislative daEs'es-one town with 27 
mHes of unimproved road received 
$50{){); Town No.2, with 27 1/3 miles 
of unimproved road, the same 
amcunt, received nothing; Town 
No.3, with 47 miles of unimproved 
road, received $800; Town No.4, 
with 38 miles of unimproved road 
received $1400. 

N'GW this Cross bill, if we pass it, 
would give an equal amount to each 
town on unimproved roads. We 
have case after case of men 'On 
these farms who cannot get out. In 
one of the neighboring towns to 
wher,e I live, within the past two 
weeks, one of the largest milk pro
ducers in the town was a man from 
the State of Connecticut who came 
up and bought some farms-he was 
not a farmer. He started to haul 
milk out to the main highway 
where a truck could pick it up. He 
got stuck in the mud and he g'Ot 
the only pair of horses they had 
aT'Ound there, took an old-fashi'Oned 
stone boat and made two trips out 
to the highway where the truck 
was parked, and then hauled it to 
Bangor, The resuLt was that the 
milk turned s'Our Hnd he lost a 
good many quarts of milk. 

We eannot expect the farmers in 
this state to stay on that kind of 
road. Something must be done ,to 
improve these mads. 

I sincerely hope the moUon of the 
g,entleman from Clifton, Mr. Wil
liams, to substitute the bill for the 
report prevails. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes t'he gentleman from Hodg
don Mr Corson 

Mr. CORSON:· M,r. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I wish to 
addDess the House this afternoon, 
with your permission, upon the sub
ject of mud T'Oads. It is my lot to 
represent a large territory situated 
in the southeast corner 'Of Aroos
took county. The people there aDe 
free, if they stay where they a1'e, 
but they like to. get out and haul 
their products to market. But, re
member, they have poor roads, both 
in the fall and in the spring, and 
a poor road in the winter, beclause 
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a narrow, unimproved road cannot 
be effectively snowp10wed. 

There is a cons'iderable time each 
fall, winter 'and spring when school 
buses cannot be used to convey the 
pupils to the schoolhO'uses. Now 
this territory consists of seven 
towns, three plantations and three 
townshiplS. The townships do not 
have to worry about this because 
the State looks after them. This 
territory, roughly speaking'; has 450 
square miles of land surfac,e. There 
are between 175 and 20.0 miles of 
road, of which less than one-half 
has any base. The state has built 
very little road in this anoia. The 
read that they call State road was 
built by the towns, with the stalte 
matching a certain portion. There 
is no mac,adam road, no cement 
road, no crushed rock road in any 
of these towns. They have p1enty 
of poor roads. That is to show the 
members of the House why these 
p,eople want to get money fO'r the 
roads insbead of continually paying 
in large sums of money for licenses 
and the gas tax, and then only get
ting a pork barrel stipend which 
has beccme so small and pinched 
that it is useless. 

What good is $710.00 for ten 
towns and over seventy-five miles 
of unimproved road? I ha'l'e been 
told that down in this section that 
I represent they have only one or 
two towns where the mud rO'ads 
have been helped out by state re
solve. Seve,ral Representatives have 
no mud roads, yet this stipend has 
been given in some p1aces for sum
mer cottage roads, and so forth. 

I am ready for a change and my 
p€ople are ready for 'a change. We 
are crying for a change. The Cross 
B III seEms to offer more to the 
roads of Maine than any other bill 
so far. The farmers of Maine do 
not want 24-foot wide roads which 
cost tJ.:1irty to fifty thousand dollars 
per mIle. There never would be an 
improved road sYlSltem in Maine, not 
for generations. Farmers want 
roads fifte,en feet wide with ditches 
outside the mad, with the bushes 
cut and with gravel on the road 
surface to hold up in mud time. 

Years ago the State of Maine 
should have taken its pattern from 
Northern New York, where they 
have 'a good system of roads,-the 
main highways built as two or 
three-lane roads, with all cross 
roads built fourteen feet wide, so 
that farmers oan get out on to a 
good road. 

The Cross Bill calls for not over 

• 

ten per cent of the highway funds 
from licenses and gas tax for mud 
roads. That 1eaves ninety per cent 
of the money for tarvia and STlOW
plowing of main line Srbate high
waYs and maintenance. The Cross 
Bill funds are not to be used upon 
Stalte designated Toads, and so forth. 
What of it? In the town of Hodg
don there is a mud road three and 
a half miles long. The Highway D~
vision has designated two miles of 
this road as State-Aid road, and 
they built 16CO feet about six yea,rs 
agn. The State Highway Commis
sion is not apt to build any more 
for s,everal years. 

The Town Council of Hodgdon 
should ask the Highway Commis
sion to rescind their action, and 
then, with the Cross Bill money, 
there would be three and one-quar
ter miles of unimproved road which 
needs immediate improvement. 

On this road which I am balking 
about there are ten ~armers who 
produce about 190 acres of potatoes 
a year and 300 cDrds of pulpwood, 
and those same farmers keep about 
8.0 cows, so, you see they have a 
use for a road to get their products 
to Houlton, 'a distance of ten miles. 
Unless the Federall government 
changes the proposed bill for build
ing postwar roads, Ma,ine is in no 
condition to match Federal funds 
to build roads 24 feet wide with 
heavy surfaeing for farm to market 
roads. Farmers do not want boule
va,rds or traffic lanes; they want 
simple, plain, cheaper built roads. 

Now the people in my community 
and all of these towns-many Df 
them belong to the Grange,-the 
Granges of these :towns - Amity 
Grange, Gmnd La.ke Grange, Houl
ton Gmnge, and many of the mem
b,ers in Hodgdon and Linneus at
tend the Houlton Grange-they are 
all in favor of this bill. Oarl 
Smith, the Commissioner ot Agri
culture, says the farmers cannot 
carryon much longer without roads 
Dn which to haul their produce to 
market. 

Members of this House, there is 
something for you to do. You must 
give to the farmers of Maine some
thing in the way of roads if you 
expect them to continue to pay 
ta,xes and licenses to the State. 
They cannot do it without suitable 
roads. I thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ogniz,es the gentleman from Eliot, 
Mr. Dow. 

Mr. DOW: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a mem-
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ber 'Of the W,ays and Bridges Oom
mittee, I would like to say just a 
few words. 

In the first pl3!ce, I would like to 
say that the r03!dl1esolve project is 
not the committee's pet project: it 
originated back in 1917, as I under
stand. In c'Onsidering this partic
ular bill, the cost of financing this 
suggested measure was brought to 
our attention, and the committee 
came to the c'Onclusion that there 
was not money sufficient to go 
along with the present program and 
to add any other program to it. 

If this bill is passed, it means we 
will have tG dG 3!way with some
thing' which has already been set 
up in previous years which we have 
heard :abGut, the road resolve, which 
amonnts to about $300,000 for the 
two years. 

We have helard an expLanation 
pertaining to what the road resolve 
has done and what it has not done. 
It has been mentiGned that it has 
helped us on our bridges, particu
larly if the town did not have much 
money through State 'and County 
aid, because we could get a bridge 
built. 

I lam not going to take any stand 
in opposition tG this particular bill. 
The committee spGke 'Of it, and the 
responsibility is ours in the House 
this afternoon. If we haVe any ad
diti'Onal measur,es, it means we will 
have to do away with something we 
already have. It is up to y'Ou what 
we want to do away with. 

It has been mentioned that these 
permanent roads are not being 
built fast enough to sa,usfy us as a 
whole. Fmnkly, if we dip into the 
general highway project enough to 
hit the permanent rGad work, we 
are certainly going to suffer, and I 
do not think we are going to be 
satisfied. 

N'OW you come down through, and 
there ~we your third-class roads, 
construction that can be placed on 
roads that tGwn 'Officials will have 
designated as third class. That is 
constructi'On that will meet the re
quirements of the Strute, so that at 
a Iater date, if they have suffident 
money, it can be taken over as 
state-aid. 

We also have R. F. D., or mud
money, as they call it. It is very 
simila,r to the proposed measure, 
only ther'8 is not as much money 
being distributed, but it is being 
distributed the same as is proposed 
in this particular measure. That in 
turn is placed where tGwn officials 
want it. 

I wonder if the trouble with some 
of these bad roads is that some of 
the town officials have not taken 
care of their responsibility? I was 
a town official, and, fmnkly, I be
lieve if these moneys ,are not plaeed 
where they sh'Ould be it is the re
sponsibility 'Of the 'Officials in that 
particular town. 

It is all right to pass additional 
measures but the question is: 
Where iff the money coming from? 
There is so much money av,ailable, 
and we will have to decide on just 
what we want to do. In other 
words, it is our responsibility here. 

It has been menti'Oned that we 
no doubt will have to d'O away with 
our road resolves. If that is what 
we want, that is what we will have. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Liver
more, Mr. Berry. 

Mr. BERRY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise to 
speak in support 'Of the rUDal peo
ple in Maine. 

Ev,er since this gasoline tax went 
into effect, our people on the dirt 
roads have contributed their sna,re 
of this tax, and they have reoeived 
n'Othing that would 'come anywhere 
near their home to help them get 
out 'Over their roads. They have 
lived there and paid this tax for all 
these years and have seen through 
highways go 'along while they have 
had unimproved roads. The time 
has come now ,to give these people 
a break. 

As has been said by previous 
s'Peakers, we do not want and do 
n'Ot need twenty-five and thirty
foot roads, but we do need a road 
that our cars and trucks can get 
out over and haul our farm prod
ucts to market in any time of the 
year. That cannot be d'One at the 
present time. 

I believe that this Cross bill is a 
fair and equit,able bill, :and if it does 
:away with the road resolve money 
mODe power to it. I would go home 
with'Out any road resolve money if 
they could get this thing onto a 
basis that gives us a program for. 
rural Maine. The argument that 
you have not got the money does 
not EOund very strong to me. be
callE'S if all you have got is the 
money you have already set up for 
the road resolve plus your R. F. D. 
money, then kick that in and let 
us use it in the Cross bill and get 
this thing started. When ,the war 
is over ,and cars and trucks are on 
the road again and our income in
creases, maybe you can step it up 

.. 
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to ten per cent. If you do that, you 
will be getting somewhere in the 
rural areas in the State of Maine. 

Many of our farmers probably 
never will live to see ,a road they 
can drive out ove:r in mud-time, 
both in the fall and in the sp:ring. 
Under this Cmss bill I believe they 
would have some hDpe. Certainly, 
as soon as the ,road is built, it in
creases the valuation on these 
farms and tends to increase the 
standard of living- in the rural sec
tion of our State. 

I hope that tlfis mDtion that has 
been made to substitute the bill for 
the committee report receives your 
support .. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
Dgnizes the gentleman from Rome, 
Mr. Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: My mem
ory go·es ba;cl\:at this time to the 
first time that I had the privilege 
of serving in this Legislature. My 
hair wasn't quite as white as it is 
now. I remember very plainly how 
anxiDusly I watched and how deep
ly interested I was in road resolves, 
the only thing that I cDuld take 
back to my class of these towns and 
tell them, each and everyone of 
them, "I got so much money fa:r 
your town." 

I would naturally, coming from 
a dass of rural towns, be particu
larly interested in this Cross Bill. 
I have always been inte:rested in 
road resolves, notwithstanding the 
worry and fret as to how much we 
were going to get, and whether Dr 
nDt we were going to get anything. 

I am wondering if the time has 
not arrived when we should 10Dk at 
it in a logical manner. Has nDt 
the day of road resolves really out
lived its usefulness? Now in' help
ing' to arrive at that conclusiDn, I 
have hastily gone over a set of fig
ures that I have here, and if I 
were selfish, I do not know but 
what I would be willing to' ,go alDng 
and continue the road resolves be
cause I see that my own town is 
pretty fortunate. We don't have to' 
wallow around in the mud so much 
in the spring and fall as SDme of 
my other towns do, and I go on to 
some of the other towns in my cl,ass 
and see that under the Cross Bill 
they are going to be benefitted. 

I do nDt believe, even though I 
g,et a little glory from taking hDme 
a road re,90Ive, that I should de
prive one of the other towns in my 
class from what is their just due. 
It is not a pleasant picture that I 

get---<at least it is not plelasant to 
me-tO' ride Dver some country road 
and see building after building, 
house after house which contained 
at one time a ha;ppy and prosperous 
family, deserted, the buildings fall
ing down, everything g-oing into de
cay becaus'e of the fact that for a 
liarge portion Df the yea:r it was im
possible for them to get to' market 
or get their produce to ma,rket. I 
am not over-painting the picture. 
You all know that it exists. 

Now it seems to me that it would 
be better to approach this question 
in a fair, log'ica! manne:r. We all 
like to take home some glory with 
us. That is true. Road resolves 
have served their purposes, but 
hasn't the time CDme when we can 
arrive at a sDund, basic principle, 
and when we come into this Leg
islature, have a concrete idea of 
how much money is gOing- to be al
lotted to' our towns Dr how much 
money our towns 'are gDing to get 
for the maintenance Df their dirt 
roads. 

I am reminded at this time of the 
early days in Janua:ry, when we 
came intO' this Legislature, anxious 
go, raring to go, and to accomplish 
something, and we listened with in
terest to the address of His Excel
lency, giving us the f2,Teen Hght to 
go. And heTe is what he said: I 
quote: "Special resolves for roads 
and bridges are an anomaly in our 
highway matters and a nuisance in 
our legislative sessions. I believe 
the State, as well as the Legisla
ture, would be better off if this 
practice of special resolves wel'e 
discon tin ued." 

We IDDk around frDm time to 
time and grope for some assistance 
in fDrming an opinion, and when I 
r'ead the words, and as I remem
bered the words of His Excellency, 
and to refresh my memory, looked 
it up in his messa,ge, he gave me 
an inspiration to vDte for the Cross 
Bill, and I hope the motion of the 
gentleman from CliftDn, Mr. Wil
liams, may prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motiDn of the gentleman 
from Clifton, Mr. Williams, that the 
bill be substituted fDr the "Ought 
not to' pass" report of the commit
tee. All those in favor of the mo
tion will say yes; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motiDn prevailed, and the bill was 
substituted for the "Ought nDt to 
pass" report, and the bill had its 
two s·2veral readings and was as-
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signed for third reading tomorrow 
morning. 

On motion by Mr. Adams of Ken
nebunkport, out of order and lUlder 
suspension of the rules, it was 

ORDERED, the Senate concur
rino' that "Resolve, Authorizing 
Commissioner of Agriculture to Em
ploy Poultry Ex;pert" (H. P. 1047) 
(L. D. 655) be recalled to the House 
from the Governor. 

On motion by Mr. Adams, the 
Order was sent forthwith to the 
Senate. 

The following Report was taken 
up out of order under suspension of 
the rules: 

Ought to Pas.-, in New Draft 
L Mr. Donahue from the Committee 
on Le~al Affairs on Bill "An Act re
lating to the Enforcement and Col
lection of Dog Licenses" (H. P. 
1290) (L. D. 936) reported same in 
a n8W draft (H. P. 1478) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass". 

Report was read and accepted 
and the new dl'aft ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

The SPE.AKER: The Chair lays 
before 'the House the ninth maltter 
of unfinished businesls, Bill "An Act 
Relating to Relief During the 
Emergency for Businesses in Finan
cial Distress Because of Wartime 
Conditions" (S. P. 422) (L. D. 1104) 
tabled en April 12th by Mr. Per
kins oJ Boothbay Harbor, pending 
passage to be engrossed; and the 
Chair recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Perkins, the 
bill was passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair now 
Lays before the HOUSe the tenth 
matter of unfinished business, mo
tion of Mr. Anderson of Oxbow 
Plantation, that the House recon
sider its action whereby it passed 
to be engrossed Bill "An Act Re
lating to Close Time on Deer in the 
Counties of Hancock and Washing
ton" m. P. 1131) (L. D. 678) tabled 
on April 12th by that gentleman 
pending considemtion; and the 
Chair recognizes that 'gentleman. 

Mr. ANDERSON: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: My 
only purpose in asking reconsider'
ation of th.is measure was beoause 
I felt that the committee's action
in fact I know that the commit-

tee's action-was not explained to 
the Hous,e. I would like to explain 
the action of the committee and 
the reasons of the committee in re
porting this bill out as we did. I 
perhaps recogniz,e the futility of 
such a motion, in view of what 
ha,ppened .this morning. However, 
that is the reason I haVe asked for 
reconsideration 'Of this measure at 
this time,-in order that we might 
explain to you why we reported as 
we did on this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Winter 
Harbor, Mr. Morns'on. 

Mr. MORRISON: Mr. Speaker, 
last we,ek this bill was passed to be 
engrossed, and I still maintain th~t 
if it was a good bill last week, It 
still must be a good bill this week. 
For that reason I trust that the 
motion will not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Oxbow Plantation, Mr. Ander
son, that the House do now recon
sider its action whereby it passed 
this bill to be engrossed. All those 
in favor of the motion will say yes; 
thOse opposed no. 

A viv,a voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the eleventh 
matter of unfinished business, Bill 
"An Act Extending the Workmen's 
Compensation Act to Cover Occu
pational Diseases" (H. P. 1443) (L. 
D. 1137), tabled on April 12th by 
Mr. Poulin of Rumford, pending 
first reading; 'and the Chair recog
nizes that gentleman. 

On motton by Mr. Poulin, the bill 
had its two several readings. 

Mr. Poulin then offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A", which 
has been reproduced and distrib
uted as Legislative Document 1180, 
read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKEH: In the sixth line 
of the bill as printed there is an ob
vious clerical error in the semi
c010n .after the word "employee" 
and before the word "arising" and 
the Chair directs ,the Clerk to 
strike out that semi-'colon. 

The question is on the adoption 
of House Amendment "A", wh~ch is 
Legislative Document 1180, and at 
this time the Chair would like to 
urgE' the members of ,the House, if 
they want to rise and speak on any 
issue, not to wait until. 'after the 
vote is started. The Chair will try 
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to pause long enougn to give 'any
one an opportunity to rise, and the 
Chair would ask the members not 
to let their desire to be the last 
speaker on an important matter in
terfere with the vote. 

The Chair r,ecognizes the gentle
man from Millinocket, Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker and 
Members 'Of the House: I ri.'Oe to 
support the amendment which has 
been offered by the gentleman from 
Rumford, Mr. Poulin. 

In the year 1911 an Act was pre
sented to the 75th Legislature en
titled "An Act Relating to Liability 
of Employers" which was in rleality 
the first Workmen's Gompensiation 
Act to be presented to a Legisla
ture in the State of Maine. That 
was ultimately reported out of the 
committee, a minority reporting 
that it "Ought to pass" and a ma
jority reporting that it "Ought to 
be referred to the next Legislature." 

The Representative from Ells
worth, Mr. Peters, who was 'One of 
the signers of the minority report, 
speaking in support of that report 
and urging' that the matter be re
ferred to the next Legislature, had 
this to say, and I quote from the 
Leg"islative Record of 1911: 

"I am one of those who believe 
that we should do something and 
We should steadily progress in our 
theory of legislation in relation to 
the emplO'yee, because I believe that 
the progress of civilization has so 
changed the relative conditions in 
l"8gards to employer and employee 
that it has been in a sense left be
hind. I believe our laws should be 
gradually changed so that the la
borers, . that is the employees, will 
have dlffEr'ent and changed rights 
in regards to this matter of per
sonal liability for personal injuries. 
I think gradually we should change 
It around so that more liability 
rests upon the employer." 

And when the gentleman from 
Ellsworth, in 1911, said that "I be
heve t,hat the progress of civiliza
Uon has so changed the relative 
conditions in regards to employer 
and employe'G that it has been in 
a sense left behind", that was 
thirty-four years after the first oc
cupational dis,ease law had been en
~cted in Switzerland. in 1877. and 
It ~as six years after similar legis
latIOn had been enacted in Great 
Britain. 

Here We are, thirty-four yeacrs 
later, or sixty-eight years :after the 
occUJpational disea.'Oe law wlas enact
ed, considering such 'a measure at 

this session of the Legislature, and 
we are considering it after approxi
mately thirty-four stlates and three 
territories have almady H.dopted 
that type of legislaMon. Weare 
considering it eight years after a 
Recess Committee was appointed 
by the State of Maine LegIslature 
in 1937 to study this subject, and 
we are considering it after the Re
publican Barty in' the State of 
Maine, at its la,st State Conven
tion, inserted a plank urging that 
the Workmen's Compensation law 
be extended to include occupational 
diseases, and we are considering it 
after the Democratic Barty inserted 
a similar plank in their platform, 
and we are con.sidering it after the 
Governor, in his inaugural address, 
urg,ed that we amend the Work
men's Compensation law to include 
occupational diseases. S.o I wonder 
who clan question that this type of 
legislation is premature at this 
time. 

In 1915 we finally enacted the 
W 0 r k 111 en's Compensation law. 
Changing social and economic con
ditions made it neeeslOlary that that 
law be changed fcrom time to time, 
but I question at this time whether 
anyone would be without a Work
men's Compensation law. I do not 
believe that we can question that 
as a result of that law the em
ployer saw to it that many useful 
and valuable safety devices were in
stalled in his plant, and I believe 
we have found that the number .of 
injuries have been kept at a mini
mum as a result of that Workmen's 
Compensat,ion law. 

Now when these several occupa
tional disease bills were heard be
fore the committee on Judiciary, 
the opponents stressed two major 
points in opposition to it. The first 
P?int was that the oc,cupationa} 
dIsease law, the Poulin bill in the 
original form, was in fact a general 
health insurance policy. Now I did 
not place too much on that con
tention, but, nevertheless this 
amendment which has been pre
sented and which we are now con
siderin~,. changes the complexion of 
the ongmal Poulin bil'l which was 
a general occupational disease cov
erage bill and makes it a strict 
scheduled bill restricting the occu
pational . disease to the thirteen 
Items whIch are listed at the last 
of the bill. 

The second point of contention 
was the amount of costs involved. 
Now I do not believe that this 
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Legislature would want to do any
thing which would force our em
ployers out of business. I come 
from a paper mill town, and I am 
sure that I would not be interested 
in seeing that mill 'Close, but when 
the opponents of occupational dis
eases look for figures to quote, they 
will usually go to some such city as 
New York where the rates are ab
normally high, and cite those in 
opposition to an occupational dis
ease bill. 

In 1937 an Interim Committee on 
Oacupational Diseases was ,appointed 
by the Oregon Legislature and that 
committee, reporting on the cost, 
had this to say: "We find that the 
additional cost to industry by adop
tion of disease coverage positions 
has ranged from eight-tenths of one 
per cent of the total compensation 
to as high as five per cent. 

"In Ohio, expressed in terms of 
incurred losses-many people in fu
ture years-the ratio of oocupational 
disease awards to all Workmen's 
Compensation awards were, in 1934, 
1%; 1935, 1.4%; 1936, 1.3%; 1937, 
1.1%; 1938,2.4%." 

Other states have had similar ex
pedence in occupational disease 
coverage. Now if we can enact an 
occupational disease bill, and the 
insurance people come in with their 
rates, you will necessarily increase 
the costs to the employer to a cer
tain extent, but we know, if an 
employer goes along year in and 
year out an occupational disease 
occurring in his plant, that the 
increased eost to him cannot be 
very much. The rates, Whatever 
they are, are based upon an experi
ence rating which is based upon 
the previous years of experience of 
that empl'oyer, and it really becomes 
more or less of an equalization 
proposition. 

I do want to call your attention 
to section 6, subsection 2, of the 
Wo.rkmen's Com pe ns a t ion Act, 
WhICh says: "Every insurance com
pany issuing industrial accident in
surance policies covering payments 
of compensation and benefits pro
vided for in this act shall file with 
the Insurance Commissioner a copy 
of the forn;t of such policies, and 
no such polIcy shall be issued until 
he has approved said form. It shall 
also file its 'Classification of risks 
and premium rates relating there
to, ~nd .any subsequent proposed 
dassIficatIon thereof, none of which 
shall take effect until the Insur-

ance Commissioner has approved 
the same as adequate for the risks 
to which they respectively apply. 

He may require filing of specific 
rates for Workmen's Compensation 
insurance, including the dassifica
tion of risks, experience, or any 
other rating information from an 
insuranoe company authorized to 
transact such insurance in Maine, 
and may make or cause to be made 
such investigatian as may be deem
ed necessary to satisfy himself that 
such rates are correct and proper 
befare giving his approval and per
mitting such rates to be pramul
gated far the use of said campany." 

Naw if this bill becames a law, 
and if we da have industries in 
which occupatianal disease occur, I 
believe it is reasanable to suppose 
that the emplayer will take addi
tional steps, and with renewed en
ergy, he will attempt to 'Overcome 
the other risks which were incurred 
prior to the enactment of the orig
inal Warkmen's Campensation law. 

Now I have laaked aver the House 
Register. We have 151 members in 
this Hause, and it says in the back, 
on page 18, that 137 of them are 
Republicans and 14 of them are 
Demacrats, and it seems to me that 
this Legislature, with both of those 
parties endarsing an occupational 
disease law, has a duty to pass this 
bill as amended. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman fram Bingham, 
Mr. Duttan. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Thirty years 
ago I was a candidate for this House 
for the first time, and I was mak
ing, up in the North Country, what 
I supposed to be a palitical speech, 
and the hall was being used by both 
the Democrats and the Republicans. 
The Republicans were to have their 
first inning. During the speech, I 
made the statement that I would 
vote for the Workmen's Compensa
tion. The late William R. Pattan
gall was in the hall, and he was 
getting anxiaus ta make a speech, 
and he said: "Gentleman, make 
him. pramise that he will vate far 
a Warkmen's Campensation law. 

I made the pledge at ,that time 
Ithat I would vote for the best Work
men's Compensation Act that was 
presented to the Legislature, and, 
up to the present time, whenever I 
have been a member, I have tried 
ta redeem that promise. This is sim
ply, in my judgment, what should 
have been passed a long time ago, 
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It simply means that insurance 
must take care of the extra cost. 
It is right that it should, and it is 
right that business should pay the 
bill and I stand here today to re
deem the promise which I gave 
thirty years ago. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the adoption of the amendment, 
which is Legislative Document No. 
1180. The Chair recognizes the 
g,entleman from Boothbay Harbm, 
Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As Chair
man on the part of, the House. of 
the Judiciary Committee, WhICh 
considered this bill on occupatIOn
al disease, I wish to Slay I feel the 
committee was motivated by the 
same sentiment expressed by the 
two gentlemen who have preceded 
me. 

The party platform included a 
plank for occupational disease; our 
Governor has recommended it, and 
it se'Ems to me it just simply; la case 
of keeping faith with labor and the 
people when we put that plank in 
our platform. 

Some of the objections to the bill 
will be removed by these a~nd
ments. and I understand the bill, 
if amended, will not be unsatisfa.c
tory to industry and will not be op
posed by labor. I hope the amend
ment will be adopted. 

The SPEAKER: The qu,estton is 
on the adoption of the amendment, 
not on the bill itself. The gentle
man from Rumford, Mr. Poulin, 
moves that we adopt ,the amend
ment, which is L. D. 1180. 

All those in favor of the adoption 
of the amendment will say yes; 
contrary-minded no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed and House Amend-
rr.ent "A" was adopted. • 

Mr. WARD of Millinocket: Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the rules be 
suspended and the bill be given its 
third reading at this bime. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Millinocket moves that the 
I1ules be suspended and the bill be 
given its third reading at this time. 

Mr. WIGHT of Bangor: Mr. 
Speaker-

The SPEAKER: The first ques
tion to decid'e is whether or not we 
shall suspend the rules and give 
the bill its third reading. 

All those in favor will say yes; 
those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion pre'l'ailed and the bill was 
given its third reading. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Ban
gor, Mr. Wight. 

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this bill be indefinitely post
poned. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
Hou~'e: Possibly t.here are some in 
this room who think they would not 
be affected by the passage of this 
bill but let me emphasize that 
they certainly will be affected, for 
the scope of this bill is certain to 
widen and include all diseases 
Which are not now named in the 
bill. This Legislature, I am sure, 
would hesitate a long while before 
it would pass a tax bill involving 
some four million dollars. This is 
what ,they would do if 'this bill 
pass'es. 

I believe the gentleman from 
Millinocket, Mr. Ward, cites some 
figures from some other state 
which are over one per cent of the 
payroll. If that were applied to 
this state, the insurance would be 
over four million dollars. 

Now this law involves a type of 
coverage which we have never be
fore had in the State of Maine. It 
is a measure to insure the employee 
against certain diseases, thirteen 
of them, defined in the act as oc
cupational dis,eases. This may seem 
mild, but, no matter how reason
able it appears, it is just the be
ginning and it almost certa.inly will 
be added to. There is almost no 
limit to the number of dis'Elases 
which can be included in the cov
erage. As the list grows, of course 
the insuranoe costs will go up. 

Sometimes it is difficult to deter
mine whether or not a sickness is 
caused by a person's occupation. 
For example, Rhode Island has got 
in its list of oc'cupational diseases 
frost-bite. A person may freeze his 
feet on an ice-fishing trip; he goes 
to work the next morning and stays 
a short time; he has chilled feet, 
and goes home. The employer knows 
nothing about the circumstances 
regarding this, but he pays the doc
tor's hills and the compensation. 

One thing is certain: If ,this is 
adopted every business in the State 
of Maine will have substantially in
creased costs, which would be seri
ous at this particular time, espec
ially so because of O. P. A. ceilings 
on merchandise and reconversion 
problems. Insurance premiums un
der our present Workmen's C'Om
pensation Law are generally around 
'One per cent, sometimes more, and 
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now we propose to double this 
amount. 

In 1944 Maine had a payroll in 
organizations employing eight or 
more persons - and this particular 
bill applies to organizations employ
ing five or more persons - Maine 
had a payroll of $389,000,000. If this 
bill passes, this amount will be in
creased, according to the propo
nents' citations, at least double. 

Besides the added expense to in
dustry, the administration O'f such 
a law will cost the State fifteen or 
twenty thousand dollars. The In
dustrial Accident Commission is 
now about 5()() ac·cident cases in 
arrears. It would take two extra 
commissioners to handle the cases 
originating from this bill, besides 
other added expenses; so fifteen to 
twenty thousand dollars for this 
Stlate in expense is a conservative 
estimate. 

The expense at this time is too 
great, the apportunity for misuse 
too easy, to make this proposed 
law desirable. 

I hope the motion for indefinite 
postponement will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Rumford, 
Mr. Poulin. 

Mr. POULlN: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to explain to the gentle
man from Bangor, Mr. Wight, that 
occupational disease is considered 
to be only seven per cent of the 
cases affected in the State of Maine; 
also, this is restricted to a schedule, 
and nothing that does not come 
under this schedule wauld be af
feeted under occupational diseases. 
On good authority, it has been 
stated to me that the top cost of 
occupational disease would be one 
dollar per hundred dollars 'Of pay
roll, so I do not think the eost is 
excessive for caverage of this kind. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman fram Biddeford, 
Mr. Renouf. 

Mr. RENOUF: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Legislature: 

Acbout 'twenty-five years agO' the 
Legislature enaded into law, "The 
Workmen's Oompensation Act." 

This Act was bibterly opposed by 
industry alt that 'time under the 
misconceptton t,hat the enaotment 
of this type of legisla'tion would re
sult in costs 'Of opera;tion that !Would 
be abortive. They did not stop to 
cansider 'that under the o1d law 
whereby they might be sued for 
accidents and deaiths before a jury 
and Ibhe jury a warding damages over 
and a;bove whait would be paid un-

der the Workmen's 'Compensation 
,Act would result in ,their not know
ing beforehand just what amount to 
lay aside fur the payment 'Of judg
ments based an such suit, but could 
be determined anly a't the end of 
eaeh year. Under the Workmen's 
C'Ompensation Act the elements of 
pain and suffering were elimina,ted. 
The costs of the premiums are al
ready known and can be added to 
the eost of praduction and ea,ch re
sulting a,ccidentm death is definiJte
ly Hmited to the schedule as estab
lished in the Acct, and really was a 
benefit to' the employer instead of 
a hardship as they felt at 'the time 
the law was first enaded. 

The wisdom of the Legislature was 
vindicated because, as a result of 
this legislation, it proved to be ,the 
g,reatest single factar in eradicating 
accidents in aur industries. Still 
better, industries set up safelty en
gineers in their pi:ants whose duties 
it was to devise safety measures for 
the prevent10n O'f accidents. 

The premiums paid by the em
ployers were nOlt as 'Oppressive as 
first indioalted and the inC'reased 
cost of operating 'their plants was 
easi,l,y a,bsorbed in the produotion 
eoS'ts. 

Since ena:C'ting the Workmen's 
Compensation Acct, several a'ttempts 
bave been made to 'broaden Ithe law 
so as to make compensable Oc
cupattonal Diseases, but all these 
31ttempts have faUed. 

Dwring 'the last eledion campaign, 
organized labor, 'through its rep
resentaltives attending the State 
OonvenGian of both majar parties, 
were a,ble ,to induce the leaders of 
'these parties, 'the advisabili'ty of 
adopting a resolution in their 
respedive plaaorms, to the effect 
that ,they would endeavar to enaot 
lii'gisla'tion broadening 'the Work
men's Compensation A'ct so as to 
include aecupaUonal diseases and, 
further, His Excellency, Ithe Gover
nor, in 'his inaugural address de
livered tobo~,h branches of the Leg
isla'ture in 'conventian la,ssem!bled 
said - and I quote ,the LegislaJti.ve 
Record: 
. "Maine laws at present limit com

pensatLon to' a'ccidents but make nO' 
provision foOr oOc'Cupational diseaJses 
contracted by e);2posure of more tban 
a single d'ay. In view of both :the 
RepubHoan pla'tform and the Re
port, of 1Jhe Legisla:tive Re,cess Com
mittee favoring legisl3ltion on ,this 
subject the Legislature should give 
this matter favol'aible considera,tion. 
WoOrkmen's Oompensation is nOlW 
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compulsory in 23 sta'tes and in my 
opinion 'Maine should join this 
group." 

'I'his bill that you now have be
fore you, has been favorably report
ed out by 'the Jud}ciary Committee. 
It is a modification of the bill pre
sented by the gentleman from Rum
ford, Mr. Poulin, and has the en
dorsement of the Governor. 

The unanimous report of the 
Committee "Ought to Pass" was 
given to the Legislature only afte" 
very careful '~onsideration of all 1:Ihe 
f'actors in the bill. 

This added protection for the 
workers in the 'State of Maine will 
result in employers reducing the 
hazards whereby workers may de
velop Occupational Diseases and 
therefore, preV'entative measures 
adopted by employers will be con
ducive ,to healthier eondttions of 
employment for our people. 

The administration of the law will 
continue under the Industrial Ac
cident Commission who have done 
a very good job in administering 
the Workmen's Compensation Act 
in the past and this fac,t should 
allay any fears that industry might 
have because of the addition of this 
section covering certain occupation
al diseases. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentlewoman from Bath, 
Miss Deering. 

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker and 
M2mbers of the House: I think that 
this bill goes ever farther than 
pledges by either political party. I 
think many of us have realized, in 
the last few years, during the war, 
where we have had so many people 
goO into industries and types of work 
they have never gone into before, 
that there are many conditions 
which should not be allowed to exist 
or remain. 

This bill would take care of many 
of our occupational hazards exist
ing at the present time. We have 
many women in industries now who 
were not in that same type of work 
a f'2w years ago, but I think those 
women will stay there a while long
er aHer the war is over. They have 
fo,und out that they are able to do 
many of the jobs which we con
sidered men's jobs. 

There is one reason why I am 
p:uticularly interested in this bill, 
and that is due to the fact I have 
seen so many results of welding. 
That is, to my mind, one of the 
wars" causes of occupational dis
eases. It is particularly interesting 

to me because I have seen so many 
young girls go into this occupation. 
Many of them, as I say, will stay 
when the war is over. 

There are many things that could 
be taken care of with a little pre
caution. I do feel that this bill is 
something' that we owe to our work
ing 1='20ple. If we find there are 
places in it where it is harmful to 
tho worker or to the employer, the 
bill will be amended. I am sure 
it will not be the first bill that has 
b2en amended after we have adopt
ed it, I think it is a debt that we 
owe, and I think we should realize 
the responsibility on us, not simply 
as a political issue, but our respon
sibility to. our workers, 

I hope the motion to indefinibdy 
postpone will not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Augusta, 
Mr, Peir,ce. 

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker, when 
the vote is taken I ask for a divi
sion. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Bangor, Mr. Wight, that the 
bill as amended be indefinitely 
postponed, and the gentleman from 
Augusta, Mr, Peirce, has aSked for 
p. division. 

All those in favor of the motion 
will rise and stand in their places 
until -counted and the monitors 
have made and returned the count. 

Mr, WARREN of Westbrook: Mr. 
Speaker-

The SPEAKER: For what purpose 
does the g'entleman rise 

Mr, WARREN: Did I unc:erstand 
the dis~ussion was over? 

The SPEA~ER: The Chair saw 
no one rise. The Chair waited sev
era 1, moments. 

Mr. WARREN: Mr, Speaker, I in
tended to say som2thing on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman froOm West
l::rook, Mr. Warren. 

Mr. WARREN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am very 
much ccncerned in this bill and I 
do not like it. I '~an say to you 
truthfully that it does not aiIeet me 
personBlly to any great extent. I 
can say to you that I have retired 
from all active responsibility, and 
I have nothing to do wrth the ad
ministration of it: but I have had 
experience which I think g'ives me 
the knowledge of the requirements 
of industry. of the employer and 
of the needs of labor. 
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Now I can say to you that no 
employer in this Sta'te wants ,this 
bill passed, irrespective of anything 
that has been told you. If there are 
any such, you ,could count them on 
the fingers of one hand. I do not 
think there are any. There may be 
some who have told you they do 
not object to it too much, and that 
is all right; hut I know a lot of 
them, and I have reason to know 
they are very much opposed to it. 

Some will tell you that it is in 
the Republican platform and in the 
Democrat1c platform. Well, I am 
not going to speak cautiously now 
nor pOolitically, and I -am not gOing 
to speak diplomatically. I am going 
to tell you a few fact's you know 
and some that perhaps you do not 
know. I wonder how many of the 
voters have read the RepU'blican 
platform? I have not read it. Some
body told me that it was behind 
this occupational disease bill. How 
many voters, when they voted for 
you and sent you down here, asked 
you if you supported the platform 
in its entirety, or even gave it a 
thought? So I do not pay too much 
attention to that platform. 

They tell you also that this bill 
has been emasculated to a point 
where it is not very troublesome. 
If that is the case, it does not 
mean anything to labor, becaus~ 
they will not 'g,et anything out of 
it. But I can see that it has not 
been made a harmless bill, and I 
hope I can show you that. 

You know that labor has wran
gled quite a lot of concessions in 
la,te yea,rs. You know they ha,ve 
been aided quite a little by the 
Federal gDvernment, and now they 
would like to get some help from 
the State government. I do not 
cond·emn them fDr that-that is 
their business, to lO'0k DUt for them
s,elves and get what they can. I 
do not even condemn them for get
ting this in the Republican plat
form. They had the cards to play 
and they had the votes, so they 
got it in there. All thin@s ar'e f,air 
in love and war_nd I will lea,ve 
it to vou to decide which this is 
right now. 

I think I love the workman just 
as much as I love the employ.er as 
a class. I know my best friends have 
been workingmen, and I have known 
employers I did not like very well. 
So that is not the question; i:t is 
just the question of fairness I am 
talking about. I have found that 
workingmen are reas'0nable, good 
thinkers, sound thinkers, when they 

are not unduly heated by prejudices 
and when they are not stirred up by 
agitators. The same is true with 
emplDyers: they are reasonable, but 
sometimes their prejudice will run 
away with them. I am prejudiced, 
but I hope I am not prejudiced to 
a point where I shall make any 
wild statements. 

It was all right f'0r labor to get 
that in the platform; Ibut I do not 
think it is quite right for the steer
ing committee to come around and 
tell us we have got to support the 
party irrespe'ctive of any convietions 
we may hold. 

This ma,tter has been before pre
vious legisla'tures; i:tis before us 
now, and H will eome before legis
la;tures in the future. It is a bill that 
the emplDyers have to fight. I do 
nat know why they should not fight 
it 'this 'time. I do nOltcare how in
nDCUOUS a bill jot is, how harmless 
you make it: I am gDing to fight it 
just the same, because we have got 
to stay in this fight. If we turn it 
down now, 'tha't is gOoDd, If we pass 
it, I guess t.hey will put it in the 
Republi,ean pla,tform next time, and 
it will emne in with a lot of em
bellishments, and we will have toO 
fight H, so why not fight it now? 

You know this is not ,a state in 
which Dccupational disease is pre
valent. There is very little 'Of i,t in 
this .state. The only truly occupa
'tional disease, 'the 'One that can he 
defini.tely :traced and fixed, is that 
class of diseases ,called "dust dis
eases". and Ithat has been left out 
of ,this hill. Now 'that in itself, it 
seems ,to me, is enough ,to condemn 
it .. What they have leg in are th'0se 
things which 'are subjeoc:t ,to C'0n
troversy, tlhose things where y'0U 
cannot definttely state ,that the 
tro'uble a,rose from the condition 
of employment. That questi'0n has 
ito goO up to 'the Oommiss~on to be 
settled. Tha,t is a very vital error, I 
,think. in t.his bill. 

In Ithe paper industry, Which I 
know something ab'0ut, this amend
ed bill is just as bad as the first 
one, soo far as I can see, We do not 
have any dust diseases anyhow. lit 
just leaves us with ot,hese scheduled 
diseases here. They are ,all in that 
unce'l'tain, m~thical da,ss where y'0U 
eannot definit.ely say that the 
trouble eame fr'0m .the hazards of 
the employment, S'0 you put tt up to 
t,he Commission to settle these 
tlhinQ'S. 

With human nature eonstttuted as 
it is, you know Itha;t people are 
fearful'; yOU know thalt if a sugges-
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tion C'omes 'to 'them that a certain 
thing may be harmful Ithey oannot 
shake it off. 'I1hey very naturally 
~eel that any trouble they have was 
due to that exposure. They go home 
and call a doctor, and, if the doctor 
is like a lut of doctors I know, he 
says there is sometlhing wrong with 
the place where you are working; 
you have ,got to siDay hQme and rest 
a while. This man says he will go tQ 
the Oommission and get his bene
fits. He goes to the Oommission; 
and 'the employer gets a doc'tor and 
the man ge'ts a doclDor. No two doc
tors ever a;gree, and 'the Oommis
sion has to settle 'the question. You 
see whalt a position ,tha't Oommis
sion is in. It puts on Ithem a lot of 
eXitm work; it puts on them mak
ing a decision where 'they have not 
any ructual fa,ets to work 'On, where 
they have just got tiO guess at i,t. 

What does labor geit out of this? 
Labor gets quite 'a considerable 
amount o,f money from the em
ployers in Vhe form of insu:mnce 
premiums paid Ito the insurance 
company, ,then 'they expect to draw 
on that fund. Now they might juslt 
as well draw on tha,t fund through 
a lottery 'as through 'this bill. Here 
is one man working in one dep~wt
ment and one in another, and they 
both think they have an occupa
,tional disease, and they go to the 
Oommissjon Ito find out. They are 
both equally needy; they bo,th need 
it just as much, but it depends on 
the decision of the Oommission and 
they have to ad 'On information 
which is nr<t definite. So you might 
juslt as well draw it bYa lottery. 

I think if labor wants 'to get 
something out of this labor should 
go aHer some'thing that is worth 
While. This is 'going to 'cost the em
ployers a considera;ble amount· it 
is going to 'cost them a great deal 
0" disturbance and 'trouble, and 
some employees ',He gOing to get 
he}p and a lot of others who need it 
just as much are not going to get it, 
and none of them are going to have 
a real occupltional disease. I 'mally 
and truly think that Ithis bill should 
be indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEIAK'ER· The Chair rec
o<ntizes the gentleman from Saco 
Mr. Jordan. ' 

Mr JORDAN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would like 
h sav I h"tve given considerable 
th~u0ht ,t,o this bill and I deem it a 
privile''l"e to be able <to explain ,to 
Y!=J1! how I progressed in my de
CISIon. 

I want to make it clear at the 
outset that I approach this subject 
neither from the angle of an indus
trialist nor f!'Om that of labor; for 
I am neither one or the other. As 
an owner of real property in Maine. 
I am natumlly inter'8sted in seeing 
that Sta,te grow, and therefore I 
looked into this problem from the 
angle of the State. 

The first question which of course 
arises is, will it benefit the State? 
Your firnt reaction ma.y be, that an 
oC'cupational disease bill would bene
fit a goodly :part of Maine citizens, 
and what would benefit a pacrt would 
benefit to a lesser degree the whole. 
But then you would be forcibly re
minded that this benefit would be 
paid through an added tax on in
dustry through higher insurance 
rates, thereby 'adversely affecting 
another part of Maine citizens. 

Then when you seem to have lo
calized this problem as one between 
industry, you happen to think aibout 
new industries that might eome into 
the State. You recall that one of 
the important duties of the Devel
opment Commission is to induce 
new industries to come to Maine. 
Perhaps you do not know but there 
are two kinds! of indust.ry Which 
there is a possibility of s'8'curing ac
cording to Mr. Grea,ton, one having 
to do with a discovery made while 
searching for mineral,and another 
industry for the manUDaeture of ar
ticles made from wood pulp or from 
1umbeT itself. The world we are to 
liv'e in promises new uses from old 
mater'ial, a.nd Maine may gain in
dustrially from the fact if we act 
Wisely. 

You all realize thrut evcery com
pany in making 'a decision where to 
locate takes into consideraltion the 
cos,t of m1anufacture. You can un
de>j·sVand, therefore, that an extra 
cost anywhere along the line might 
very. well preve.nt an industry from 
commg to Mame whIch otherwise 
would have liked to. 

And that brings up the question 
as to .lust what position Maine 
stands in its ability to attraet in'
dus~ry. I know you re,alize that 
Mame was settled very early in the 
histoFY of this country, and yet to
day 'It has a population of one good 
,~Iized city in otheT states although it 
JS nearly as lalI1ge as all the other 
New E,ngland states combined. To
~,a:v Ma;ine is not looked upon as an 
mdustnal State outside 01' its own 
bOTd,crs. I do not think I need 
to ad:d anything ,to those two facts 
to brmg home the fact ,to you that 



1094 LEGISLATIVE RECORD~HOUSE, APRIL 17, 1945 

Maine is not in a very good posi
tion to natmally attract industry. 
Ev'enas ShOl1t a time 'll.s ten years 
ago, one of our Largest industries 
wel'e threatening to go South. 

So when we sUg1g1est that an add
ed cost to manufadure will very 
likely be the cause of keeping all 
new industries out of Maine, do 
not laugh, because yom history has 
shown that it has been hard enough 
to get them as conditions al"e at 
present, and that it is not at all 
sure thrut those we have will stay. 

ri'he question arises here as to 
whether Maine desires to grow in
dustrially, whether it would not be 
better to become a recreation 
state, the playgI10und of the nation 
in the summer as Florida is in the 
winter and that that would be suf
ficient to make 'a gl"eat State. If 
you belioeve tha;t, new industries will 
not interest you, but I also will call 
to your attention that your Maine 
girls and boys will continue to leave 
Mruine for employment in other 
states just ,as they do now. We 
have heard the plea many times 
that Maipe do something to keep 
our sons and da;ughters in their 
home ,state. To do that we must 
diversify and multiply our appor
tuni'ties for employment, for our 
boys and girls must ha'l'e vocations 
and employ them in industry some
where, abroad if there is no indus
try at home. And we legislators 
have noticed that where the popu
lation is the greatest, it is possible 
to carryon programs for social bet
terment without undue hardship 
on anyone person, which in Maine 
ha;s been deemed too expensive. It 
should be self-evident tha;t nothing 
increases population to such a de
gree as industry. 

Now as far as I can make out, 
this law effects most of all indus
tries which are not in Maine at the 
present time. Number seven on 
your list of diseases affects rayon 
manufacturers solely and we have 
no rayon mills. We have had in
quiries from rayon manufacturers 
as to the prospects of locating in 
Maine. Rayon is made from wood 
pulp and the prOXimity to raw ma
terial would be 'their reason for 
their move. You can see that item 
seven would be a red flag to these 
men saying "Keep off - we do not 
want you in Maine." 

You may say thll!t other states 
have an Occupational Disease law. 
My only answer to that one is this, 
that other states are more satis-

• 

factorily situated to industrial mar
kets ·than Maine is, or have a more 
moderate climate. We need every 
advantage we have or can get to 
stay up in this competition game, 
and I do not feel that we should 
pass a law that might cause us to 
lose 'the game. 

Finally, there is one other thing 
I noticed about ,this bill and ,that 
is the only disease which everyone 
agrees is occupational is not in
cluded in this bill - Silicosis. I 
am confident, however, if this bill 
passes, that another session will 
find this disease up for inclusion, 
and 'those interested in defeating 
that inclusion will have to fight it 
alone. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes Ithe gentleman rrom Auburn, 
Mr. Snow. 

Mr. SNOW: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I want to 
confirm the remarks of the gentle
man fl"om Westbrook, Mr. Warren, 
who has said that individuals, both 
large and small, in my community 
are opposed 'to this measure. I think 
we are going too far in 'trying to 
regulate industry. At this particu
lar time, each and every business 
man in this House, I think. will 
agree with me that we have all the 
rules and regulations that we now 
can contend with without the State 
of Maine having any more. I be
lieve this bill will add additional 
expense to business, which is now 
overburdened with taxes. I also be
lieve it has f,ar-reaching powers. 
No one knows wha;t will develop. 

There have been several business 
men who have called on me during 
the past week who have been very 
much concerned about this bill. For 
example, one of these business men 
has about fifty men that work for 
him, and he feels ,that he will be 
obliged to have each and everyone 
of them examined. Due to wartime 
conditions, a good proportion of 
these men are older men who may 
not be physically fit. He feels that 
he may be obliged to layoff some 
of these men, which will work a 
hardship upon the employer as well 
as the employee. 

So I would simply like to leave 
that message with you and let you 
know that business in my com
munity is somewhat concerned 
about this matter. I hope the mo
tion of the gentleman from BangoT 
(Mr. Wight) to indefinitely post
pone will prevail. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Auburn, 
Mr. JaJcobs. 

Mr. JACOBS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I speak in 
protest on this bill in behalf of the 
shoe manufacturers of the City of 
Auburn and the cotton manufac
turers and the textile business in 
the City of Lewiston, who employ 
some 25,000 people every day. 

Since this bill has been before 
this House for consideration, they 
are much concerned in regard to its 
possIbilities and its effect upon 
them as manufacturers. They feel 
that it will entail a large expense 
to maintain it and that it is wholly 
unnecessary. For that reason alone, 
I oppose the hill and ask indefinite 
postponement. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Green
ville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I arise as 
a member of the "steering commit
tee" to which reference was made. 
I will state my position on this bill. 

As I have said before on the floor 
of this House, I stand for the little 
employee, and I think every member 
realires that fact. I am not con
cerned about the employers-they 
can take care of themselves. They 
have their lobby. The little fellow 
has no lobby down here. TIle em
ployer has had his way long enough. 
The employer had his way on the 
floor of this House when we put the 
right man on the Oommission to 
which this legislation would send 
this type of cases to. Every man 
who spoke for that raise-to which 
some of us were opposed, myself i:n
cluded-every man who sUPIX>rted 
that raise, because they had to have 
the right man-who were they 
representing? Industry! Industry 
wanted the right man. Were they 
hiring him for the good of labor? 
No! They were looking out for in
dustry, and they are looking out for 
industry here. And I, in support of 
this measure, am looking out for the 
little employee. I hope that the mo
tion of the gentleman from Bangor 
(Mr. Wight) does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair recog
nizes the gentleman from Sanford, 
Mr. Pascucci. 

Mr. PASCUOCI: Mr. Speaker, 
one of the circumstances involving 
workmen's compensation, its accept
ance by the employer, has not been 
brought up before the House this 
afternoon. 

Before there was a Workmen's 
Compensation Act, injuries occur
ring in the course of employment 
were settled by the court under the 
common law rules. Since the Work
men's Compensation Act came into 
being, the law did not want to de
prive the employer of his rights un
der the common law, so that Work
men's Compensation Act is not a 
compulsory act. The employer can 
take it or leave it, and, by leaving 
it, he retains his common law pro
tection. By taking it, he comes 
within the provisions of the Work
men's Compensation Act. 

Now if the employer at any time 
feels that he is better off under the 
common law rule prior to the enact
ment of the Workmen's Compensa.
tion Act, he is free to do so. There 
is no compulsion upon him to ad
here to the Workmen's Compenasa
tion Law, and, as this particular bill 
has proved, no employee is obliged 
to adhere to it; he can still main
tain his rights under the common 
law. 

But history has proven that it 
was to the benefit, not only of the 
employee but of the employer, to 
come under the Workmen's Com
pensation Act, and they were quick 
to graps that fact, although in the 
beginning they opposed it. So there 
are very, very few employers today 
who will not come under the Work
men's Compensation Act. So this 
particular type of legislation is not 
compulsory legislation, although it 
is considered so by many people. 
The employer has the right to let 
it go or come under it. 

So much, then, for the Work
men's Compensation Act and the 
rights of the employers or employee 
regarding compulsion. 

Now a previous spea~er has men
tioned the fact that a new industry 
in Maine would be retarded if we 
set up laws so as to make it hard 
for them to get established here in 
the State of Maine. Well, this is 
the first time in the history of the 
State of Maine when we are trying 
to put on the law books an occu
pational disease law. 

Let us take a look at the history 
of the State of Maine industry for 
the past twenty years. We had no 
occupational disease law. Where 
is the rush of these industries into 
the State of Maine f!'Om these oth
er states that haJdth:is law? We 
have attracted some industries here 
in the State of Maine, not because 
We had no occupational disease law 
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but beeause of cheap labor. Peo- on this bill I should put in a 
pIe have come here for the pur- word for the employees, and, in 
pose of excp10itation. That is the saying so I think I have authority 
reason, in many cases, why some to speak for my own town of :8['uns
new industries have settled here. wick. 
This particular law does not affect. There is no question that today 
them in any way whaJtsoever. many 'Of our employees are working 

Now I come from a town where under conditions that bring about 
there is 10cated the Sanford Mil1s, these occupational dis,eases, and, 
the Goodall Worsted Company, and with this law in f'orrce, I think mat
two la.rrge shoe manufaeturing es- ters will be so handled that therre 
tablishments. I have not hearrd one will be a reduction in these dis
word from them - 'although they ea<:'es and we will not ha,ve so many 
have communicated with me pre- of these diseases to contend with 
viously on s'Ome other matters-as and condiUons will be better for 
to their 'Opposition to this particu- health. I know I am in favorr of 
lar bill. the passaJge of this bill, and I am 

Again I repeat: Do not let a red speaking fDr a thousand individ
herring such as a new industry be- uals down in Brunswick employed 
ing taken into the State of Maine in the textile industry. 
befog you in any way, because, if The SPEAKER: The question is 
that is a fact, where have those in- on the motion of the gentleman 
dustries been in the last twenty from Bangor. Mr. Wight, that this 
years? bill be indefinitely postponed, and 

Again we have the question of the gentleman from ,Augusta, Mr. 
cost. We are again pitting money Peirce, has asked for a division. All 
against human misery. As long as those in favor of the motion will 
we pit money 'aJgainst human mis- rise and stand in their places until 
ery we will never ha,ve progessive counted and the monitors have 
legislation. It has always been the made and returned the count. 
history of progressive legis'lation A division of the House was had. 
that they have asked: HDW much Forty-six having voted in the 
will It cost? How much will we affirmative and 67 in the negative, 
take out of the pocket of some pai- the motion did not prevail. 
tiJcula,r group of individuals. Thereupon, the bill was passed to 

If you want to balance on the be engrossed as amended and sent 
scales money against human mis- up for concurrence. 
ery, then, gentlemen, you will vote 
for indefinite postponement. If, on 
the other hand, you recogniZe pro
g,ressive legislation, then you will 
not vote for indefinHe postpone
ment of this bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Pays1on. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would 
like to try to state in a very few 
worrds what I think the issue is in 
this case. This is progressive, for
\\1a,rd -loakin'g legislation for the 
benefit of labor. If industry can 
oper,ate in twenty-four states and 
four t·erritories and still compete, 
~hat is the matter with industry 
111 the State of Maine if it eannot 
do the same thing. In short; in
dustry ask's you today to subsidize 
them at the expense of labor, so 
thEY can compete. 

I am v;ery much opposed to the 
motion to ind·efinitely postpone. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bruns
wick, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I feel that 

The following papers were taken 
up out of order and under suspen
sion of the rules: 
H()use Report of a Committee 

Ought to Pass in Ne,w Draft 
Mr. Payson from the Committee 

on Lt!gal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
Amending the Charter of the Town 
of Norridgewock School District" 
(H. P. 1469) (L. D. 1162) reported 
same in a new draft (H. P. 14B1) 
under same title and that it "Ought 
to pass" 

Report was read and accepted 
,and the new draH ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

Ought to Pass 
Mr. Hamilton from the Commit

tee on Education on the following 
Resolves, which were recommitted: 

Resolve in favor of Bridgton 
Academy (S. P. 309) (L. D. 856. 

Resolve in favor of Corinna 
Union Academy (H. P. 418) 

Resolve in favor of Limington 
Academy (H. P. 504) 

Resolve in favor of Parsonsfield 
Academy (H. P. 505) 
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Resolve in favor of Litchfield 
Academy (H. P. 632) 

Resolve in favor of Monmouth 
Academy (H. P. 633) 

Resolve in favor of Greely Insti
tute (H. P. 726) 

Resolve in favor of Patten 
Academy (H. P. 8{)6) 

Resolve in favor 
Classical Institute (H. 

Resolve in favor of 
stitute (H. P. 1064) 

of Coburn 
P. 807) 
Leavitt In-

Resolve in favor of East Corinth 
Academy (H. P. 1124) 

Resolve in favor of Lincoln 
Academy (H. P. 1178) reported a 
Consolidated Resolve (H. P. 1479) 
under title of "Resolve in favor of 
Several Academies, Institutes and 
Seminaries" and that it "Ought to 
pass." 

Report was read and accepted 
and the Resolve ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the twelfth tabled 
and unassigned matter, Majority 
Report "Be referred to the 93rd 
Legislature" and Minority Report 
"Ought to pass in new draft" (H. 
P. 1470) (L. D. 1179) of the Com
mittee on Labor on Bill "An Act 
Relating to Hours of Labor for 
State Employees" (H. P. 1259) (L. 
D. 883) tabled on April 12th by Mr. 
Bell "Of Thomaston, pending motion 
of Mr. Poulin of Rumford that the 
minority report be aocepted; and 
the Chair fe.(:ognizes the gentleman 
from Thomaston. Mr. Ben. 

!Mr. BELL: Mr. Speaker, I hope 
that the motion of Mr. Poulin will 
prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Rumford. 
Mr. Poulin. 

Mr. POULIN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a mem
ber of the Labor Committee. I 
would like to explain why this new 
draft was introduced. In the first 
place, the original legislative docu
ment provided: "No state employee 
in the classified serviee shall be 
employed over 48 hours per week. 
unless compensated by additional 
salary to be determined by the state 
personnel board." 

In this redraft it was confined 
to four institutions, and the amend
ment reads: "Hours of labor for 
state employees in certain state 
institutions. No state employee in 
the classified service in the follow
ing state institutiO'IlS: Augusta sta,te 

hospital, Bangor sta;te hospital, 
Pownal state school and the Maine 
state prison shall be employed over 
48 hours per week, unless compen
sa ted by addit~onal salary to be 
determined by the state personnel 
boacrd." 

There were many that appeared 
before our committee, and the re
port shows the majority report fav
ors the passing over to the nex.t 
Legislature, but, under the first bill, 
the costs of this project would be 
something like half a million dol
lars. 

There is no quesUon but there 
are some conditions there in our 
State Hospitals that should be rem
edied. For instance, the average 
wage for attendants in Pownal, 
Bangor and the Augusta institution 
is from $23 to $27 a week, and the 
hours of attendants are from 54 to 
70. In the state Prison, the guards 
work twelve-hour days and twelve
hour nights. It is the right of any 
employee to work as many hours as 
he is physieally able to, but he 
should be paid for his labors. Most 
of 'the other workers in the State 
House do not work forty-eight 
hours. These people work in these 
institutions where their lives are 
in danger and their health is im
paired by long work hours. They 
have been very loyal to this State 
and deserve all we can do to help 
them. We cannot reduce their 
hours of labor to forty-eight hours 
because it is impossible at the pres
enttime to get any help. 'I'o show 
you how reasonable they are, they 
do not ask time and a half, as most 
industries pay, but all 'they ask is 
that you pay them their regular 
hourly wage for the time they work. 

I hope the minority report, "Ought 
to pass in new draft" will be ac
cepted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Bethel, 
Mr. Boyker. 

Mr. BOYKER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I wish to 
say just a few words for our State 
Hospitals, the one here at Augusta 
and the one in Bangor, in support 
of this bill. I also speak for the 
attendants in these institutions and 
for the inmates who are already 
there. We are lacking attendants 
in our two hospitals for the neces
sary accomplishments of these in
stitutions. If a compensation for 
extra time is offered, -there will be 
extra work done by the present at
tendants, and thereby improve the 
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conditions which exist .iI?- those t.WO 
State Hospitals, conditlOns WhICh 
have taken up the attention of your 
Insane Hospitals Committee for the 
most of this session. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Bangor, 
Mr. Haskell. 

Mr. HASKEt.L: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a mem
ber of the Salaries and Fees Co!ll
mittee, I am rather used to havmg 
majority reports upset, but as a 
member of the Committee on .Labor, 
r think the majority report m thIS 
case ought to have explanation. 

As this bill was heard, we were 
!l'iven no idea of bhe dimensions of 
the cost. The sponsor of the bill 
wanted the overtime, but he had no 
tdea how many employees would be 
affected and he had no idea what 
the total cost to the State would be. 
Your committee, at extended hear
ings, tried to determine from many 
department heads how much money 
would be required >to carry out the 
provisions of the original bilL That 
sum of money---'and I will gmI?-t 
that in some cases they were estI
mates only-was $530,O{)O per year. 

Some members of the Committee 
on Labor went to your Appropria
tions Committee and asked wheth
er or not any such sum would be 
av'ailable. 

Many of us are employers who 
grant oV1ertime for over forty hours 
a week. I think all of us on the 
committee recognized the justicE; of 
overtime payment for overtlme 
hours. However, in this particular 
case, you are ~ea1ing with weekly 
salaries establ1shed over a long 
period of time, and are recognizing 
the hours of work put 'into those 
weekly salaries. 

The amendment that has been 
submitted suggests that you select 
four State institutions and pay the 
emplovees the overtime wages. It 
suggests that you leave out overtime 
treatment and that you discrimi
nate a,g'ainst State House employees, 
Agricultural workers, Game Ward
ens, Forestry Wardens and Health 
and Welfare empLoyees, School for 
the Deaf, State Sana;toriums, state 
School for Girls, Men's Reforma
tory, Women's Reformator~, St~te 
Poltce and Sea 'and Shore FIsherIes. 

It also makes no provision that 
these provisional persons at Augus
ta and Bangor, who are in the 
cla~sified seTV'ice 'and who, on many 
occas,ions, must work forty, fifty, 
sixty or seventy hours a week. 

It was the opinion of the major
ity of uhe Committee on La;bor thalt 
as this bill was drawn up, and the 
money did not exist in the budge!r
to recognize it on a State-wIde 
non-discriminatory basis, that the 
bill did not recognize the restric
tions and exemptions that should 
be put into any sound bill for 
equitable treatment of all state 
employees, and therefore your ma
jority report "Be referred to ,the 
next legislature" was signed by sev
en members of thart; committee. 

I certainly hope that the motion 
of the gentleman from Rumford, 
Mr. Poulin, does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Maple
ton, Mr. Webber. 

Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a mem
ber of the Committee on State 
Hospitals and Pownal State School, 
I would like to briefly state that I 
am in favor of the passage of this 
bilL If the members of this House 
could make a visit, as the members 
of this committee have, to these 
institutions, you would feel that 
something ought to be done, every
thing possible, for the inmates, and 
everything possible for the em
ployees. I think you would find that 
conditions were much harder than 
in the Fish and Game Deparehlent. 
I think the woods-also the State 
House-is a much healthier place 
than these institutions. So I hope 
whatever possible may be done for 
the relief of those working in these 
institutions. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman ,from Au
gusta, Mr. Peirce. 

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker a~d 
Members of the House: This bIll 
was originally a friendly gestu!e. 
toward our State employees. It IS, 
in the strongest sense of the word, 
"must" legislation for certain in
stitutions. I dare predict that un
less this Legislature takes action to 
alleviate lahor conditions in certain 
of our institutions the executive 
branch of the government will have 
to take the matter into its own 
hands and act itself. This is some
thing which is solely in the p!'o
vince of the Legislature and which 
it is our duty to act upon. We know 
concUtions are very bad in these 
institutions which this me,asure 
affects. Therefore, I hope you will 
adopt the minority report "Ought 
to pass." 
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The SPElAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Rum
fmod, Mr. Poulin. 

Mr. POULIN: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to tell the members of 
the Legislature that, in speaking 
with the Commissioner of Institu
tions, Mr. Greenleaf, he told me 
that the cost of this payment for 
overtime hours in these four in
stitutkns wnuld amount to about 
$50,00'0. It seems that the State 
Hospital at Augusta was allowed 
$20,000 by the Appropriations Com
mittee to put a program of this kind 
in effect, but, due to the fact there 
was no money appropriated for the 
Bangnr institution he did not dare 
to put this in effect, but he thnught 
by having a bill of this kind that 
would be an incentive to try it out, 
and -then, if possible. take it to 
some other institutions. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Booth
bay Harbor, Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS and Members of 
the House: I am greatly disturbed 
as a citizen of the State in any per
son being forced to work more than 
forty hours a week fnr a salary of 
twenty-four dollars a week. While 
this does not cover all of the em
ployees of the State, it is the only 
bill here I can vote upon where. I 
feel I may be doillQ: an act nf jus
tice. I hope the motion of the gen
tleman from Rumford, Mr. Poulin, 
will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentlewoman from 
Westbrook, Mrs. Roberts: 

Mrs. ROBERTS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I wonder 
if we realize the type of work being 
done by State employees in institu
tions about which we have been 
speaking this afternoon? It is not 
only the physical labor, but it is 
the tremendous physical and men
tal strain. I am nnt speaking of 
the financial side, but I am speak
ing in regard to the terrible strain 
to the nerves of the people who are 
dOing this type of work. There are 
snme people who are able to work 
ten or twelve hours in that way, 
but there are a great many who 
could not carry their work along 
for eight hours. I wonder if, in 
these institutions where there at 
the present time so few employees, 
if they could not find snme who 
could go in for eight hours who 
could not stand the twelve to twelve 
time. 

I hope the motion to accept the 
minority report will prevail. 

The SPEAK-ER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Green
ville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I would 
just like to call to your attention 
that the minority report takes care 
of conditions now which we -all know 
exist in our State hospitals and 
State instttutions.The majority re
port to refer it to the next Legisla
ture is far too late. The conditions 
in 194!7 may be altogether different, 
and labor may be available, and 
those conditions that exist today 
would not exist. I hope the motion 
of the gentleman from Rumford, 
Mr. Poulin, prevails. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Thomas
ton, Mr. Bell. 

Mr. BELL: Mr. Spe·aker, when 
the vote is taken, I would like to 
ask for a division of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
upon the mntion of the gentleman 
from Rumford, Mr. Poulin, that 
the House a-ccept the minority re
port of the committee, "Ought to 
pass in new draft" and the gentle
man from Thomaston, Mr. Bell, has 
asked for a division. All those in 
favor oJ the motion will rise and 
stand in their places until the moni
tors have made and returned the 
count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Eighty-three having voted in the 

affirmative and 18 in the negative, 
the mntion prevailed and the House 
accepted the minority report, 
"Ought to pass in new draf·t." 

Thereupon, the bill, having al
ready been printed, was read twi-ce 
under suspension of the rules: and 
on motion by Mr. Bell, under sus
pension of the rules, a viva voce 
vote being taken, the bill had its 
third reading and was passed to be 
engrossed and sent up for con
currence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker, un
der suspension of the rules I move 
that we reconsider our action of 
this morning whereby Bill "An Act 
to Incorporate the Portland Wharf 
District" (H. P. 1328) (L. D. 972) 
was passed to be enacted, and in 
support of that motion I will say 
that events with relation to the 
Port of Portland bill rather indi-
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cate it might be wise to ~eep this 
bill here so that we may be able to 
dispose of it more qukkly. 

The SPElAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, moves 
that the House reconsider its ac
tion of this morning whereby it 
passed to be enaeted L. D. 972, An 
Act to Incorporate the Portland 
Wharf District. Is this ,the p1easure 
of the House? 

The motion prevailed, and' on 
further motion by Mr. Payson, the 
bill was tabled pending enactment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the thir
te·iomth matter of unfinished busi
ness Bill "An ~ct Relruting to the 
Salary of the Forest Commissioner" 
<H. P. 1464) (L. D.1168) tabled on 
April 12th by Mr. Downs of Rome, 
pending motion of Mr. Legard of 
Bath to indefinitely postpone the 
bill; 'and the Chair recogni:1tes the 
gentleman from Rome, Mr. Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Sp·eaker, the 
action of the committee on this bill 
would not indicate indefinite pos,t
ponement, therefore I trust that 
the motion of my friend, the gen
tleman from Bath, Mr. Leg,al'd, will 
not prevail. If it does not, I wm 
attempt to make a further motion. 

The SP~KER: The Ohair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bath, 
Mr. Legard. 

Mr. LEGARD: Mr. Speaker, I now 
withdraw my motion to indefinite
ly postpone . 
. The SPEAKER: Leave to with

draw the motion is granted. 
Thel'eupon, the bill had its sec

ond reading. 
Mr. Legoa.rd then offered House 

Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment"A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1464, L. D. 1168, Bill "An Act Re
la.ting to the Salary of the Forest 
Commissioner." 

Amend said Bill by inserting at 
the beginning of the 1st line, be
fore the headnote thereof, the fol
lowing: 'Sec. 1.' 

Furthe'r amend said Bill by add
ing at the end thereof the follow
ing: 

'Sec. 2. Limitation of Act. This 
act shall remain in force for a pe
riod of 2 years only. It is the in
tent of the legislature to change the 
present statute for a period of 2 
years only, after which period the 

present statute shall return to full 
force and effect.' 

House Amendment "A" was 
adop~ed, and under suspension of 
th,=- rules the bill had its third read
ing ,and was pass·ed to be engrossed 
as amended and sent up for con
currence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House, H. P. 874, L. D. 
522, Bill "An Act Clar1ifying the 
Law in Relation to Parkways and 
Freeways," tabled earlier in today's 
session by the ~entleman from Au
gousta, Mr. Peirce, pending further 
consider,ation, which occurs on 
Page 5 of your printed cal·endar of 
this morning under non-concurrent 
matters and just before Orders; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen
tleman. 

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I wish to 
make a few words of explanation on 
this matter, and then I shall mOVIe 
that we recede and concur with 
the Senate in indefinitely postpon
ing the bill. The bill as it is pro
poses to set up certain machinery 
to comply with Federal r·egulations 
in accepting and using Federal 
monies. At the present time it ap
pears that we. 'cannot undertake 
construction regardless of whether 
or not we have Flederal monies, so 
this matter can be, without too 
much danger, postponed, therefOore 
I now move that we recede and 
concur with the Senate whereby 
this 'bill was indefinrtely post
pOoned. 

The'SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Augusta, Mr. Peirce, moves 
that ,the House do now l'eeede from 
its previous action wherebv this bill 
was passed to be enactea. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed: and on 
further mOotion by Mr. Peirce. the 
bill was indefinitely postponed in 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House H. P. 733, L. 
D. 402 Bill "An Act IAmending the 
Charter of the City of Biddeford, 
tabled earlier in today's session by 
the gentleman from Biddeford, Mr. 
Renouf, pending its passage to be 
enacted; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. RENOUF: Mr. Speaker, this 
bill proposes an amendment to the 
City Charter of the City of Bidde
ford, and as a representative there-
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of I raise my voice in opposition to 
it. 

This amendment was submitted 
to this Legislature by your Cam
missianer of Education and was 
sponsored by the gentleman fram 
Gorham, Mr. Russell, a member of 
the regrouping cammittee. 

The Legislature, canvened in 1933, 
was respansible for enacting the 
Schaol Unian Law and was alsO' 
respansible far creating a new 
charter for 'the city of Biddeford, 
whereby the farm of gavernment 
was changed fram a mayar, baard 
af aldermen and councilmen farm 
of gavernment, to a mayar "and 
cauncil farm af gavernment, and 
this charter pravided far the elec
tian of a school board af 5 members 
and the schaol board was authar
ized to' select a schaal superinten
dent and to' determine rils salary 
and, having aperated during the 
past 12 years under this charter, 
why shauld the Department of 
Educatian now seek to' amend the 
charter of the city of Biddefard ta
day? 

The answer to this seems abvious. 
The Schoal Unian Law pravides for 
a regrouping committee. Daes this 
Legislature ,feel that this regroup
ing cammittee has performed its 
duties as required under the Law? 
Cauld nat the cammittee have 
grauped the small town of Narth 
Kennebunkpart intO' the Kenne
Bunk School Unian? 

The schoal children of these two 
small communities, after the cam
pletion of their elementary educa
tian in their respective towns, get 
their advanced educatian nearest to' 
them and that is Kennebunk and 
Alfred. 

As a representative fram Bidde
ford, I feel that aur school super
intendent has a full-time job as it 
is, and to impose upon him the 
superintendency of these twa small 
communities is uncalled far, after 
operating under our present City 
Charter for the past twelve years. 

Mr. NADEAU of Biddefard: Mr. 
Speaker and Members af the 
House: I rise to voioe my objectian 
to the passing of this act amending 
the charter of the city of Biddefard. 
I was and still am convinced the 
passing of this act is a step back
ward in supervision of the educa
tion of our children. I believe the 
citizens of a town or city ought to 
knaw what is best for their own 
children. 

If I had any daubt, it would cer
tainly have been dispelled after the 
elaquent speech made by Miss 
Deering the ather day in regard to 
the building of schaals when she 
told us the citizens of each in
dividual tawn or city ought to' knaw 
what is best far their own children, 
sa I hape the matian of Mr. Renauf, 
to indefinitely pastpone the bill 
prevails. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair re
cagnizes the gentleman fram Bid
deford, Mr. Danahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Hause: As I pointed 
out to you befare, twa months be
fore the City af Biddeford was im
properly ordered to jain a school 
union by your state Cammissianer 
af Educatian the Schaal Board af 
the City af Biddefard, in. gaad faith, 
made a, can tract with aur superin
tendent af schaols for three years. 
Under the pravisians of your re
grauping law, it is simply pravided 
that this act shall nat interfere with 
any existing cantract. Furthermare, 
the Canstitution of the State of 
Maine guarantees a right to every 
individual citizen to have a contract 
which has been made in good faith 
and pursuant to' a legisla:tive act 
carried aut. The passage of this law 
at its best means a law-suit far the 
City af Biddefard. I dO' nat believe 
that the citizens af Biddefard in 
gaad faith can go intO' any court 
and tell aur superintendent af schaals 
that because the state Cammissian
er af Educatian and his regrauping 
cammittee saw fit, in the first in
stance, to' act impraperly--as I told 
you before, your then Attarney Gen
eral was canvinced that he had er
raneously advised the state Cam
missianer of Educatian--and again I 
say, I do nat think the citizens af 
~iddefard in gaod faith wauld go 
III to court and oppose any claim by 
a superintendent of s,~hools requir
ing us ,to' live up to that cantract. 

That is the issue; it is a fair and 
square issue. The passage af this 
act means that you are compelling 
the municipal afficers af the City 
af Biddeford to go intO' court and 
oppase an actian which was taken 
in gaod faith under yaur State con
stitution and which they have no 
right to' dO'. I hape that the mation 
of the gentleman fram Biddefard, 
Mr. Renauf, preva.ils. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair re
congizes the entleman from Gorham, 
Mr. Russell. 
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Mr. RUSSELL: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Horuse: There seems 
to be a good deal of life in this at
tempt to bring the City of Biddeford 
into consistent relationship with the 
State laws. 

In 1933, inadvertently, the Leg
islature allowed the City of Bid
deford to establish a charter that 
it declined to allow the City of 
Rockland to establish. It was an 
oversight, undoubtedly, because the 
charter given to the City of Bidde
ford was in violation of the law that 
has been existing in the state for 
quite a good many years. 

This law says that a city, in order 
to have the full-time services of a 
superintendent that is subsidized by 
the state, shall have at least 75 
public school positions. The City of 
Biddeford falls far short of that 
number. I am a bit surprised that 
the claim is made by a representa
tive of the City of Biddeford that 
their superintendent is not compe
tent as very many other superin
tendents throughout the state. 

We have very many superinten
dents superintending under more 
difficult conditions than the super
intendent in the City of Biddeford, 
who has the city schools and those 
two small towns nearby. We ha,ve 
many more superintendents with 
much more difficult supervisory 
tasks than that who seemed to be 
equal to it. I believe the charge 
made against their superintendent 
will stand. 

I certainly do hope that this Leg
islature will amend it so the City of 
Biddeford will conform to the gen
eral law of the State in relation to 
the superintending of these schools. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Biddeford, 
Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONARUE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: We have 
just heard the voice of a member 
of your State Regrouping Commit
tee, and I believe he has demon
strated to you his lack of knowl
edge of your State regrouping law. 
The State regrouping law he refers 
to was enacted in 1933. The amend
ment to the charter of the City of 
Biddeford was in 1933, and it was 
not a law that had been on your 
books for a great many years. The 
gentleman is a member of that same 
committee whtch improperly ordered 
the City of Biddeford to join a 
school union. Again I say they have 
demonstrated their inefficiency. 

There has been no charge made 
that our superintendent of schools 
is incapable or inefficient. His long 
record of service as Superintendent 
of schools in the State of Maine, 
in which he has served in at least 
twelve different communities, has 
amply demonstrated his ability. 

I say: Let the Regrouping Com
mittee point out to me one city or 
town which has the population of 
the City of Biddeford which is in 
a school union. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf, that 
L. D. 402, "An Act Amending the 
Charter of the City of Biddeford" 
be indefinitely postponed, and the 
gentleman has asked for a divi
sion. 

All those in favor of the motion 
will rise and stand in their places 
until counted and the monitors have 
made and returned the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
The SPEAKER: Porty-one having 

voted in the affimative and 43 in 
the negative, the motion is lost. 

The question is now on the pass
age of the bill to be enacted. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Biddeford, Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House reconsider its 
action whereby it just-

The SPEAK]ffi: Did the gentle
man vote with the majority? 

Mr. DONAHUE: No, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure 

of the House that 'the bill be passed 
to be enacted? 

Thereupon the bill was passed to 
be enacted, signed by the Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair now 
lays before the House L. D. 1046, 
Bill "An Act Relating to Inheri
tance Taxes," which was tabled this 
morning by the gentleman from 
Auburn, Mr. Williams, pending 
passage to be enacted, and assigned 
for later in today's session. 

The Chair recongizes the gentle
man from Auburn, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I rise for 
the purpose of pointing out one 
point in this bill, and ask you to 
reconsider your action whereby it 
was passed to be engrossed. 

As this bill is now written it has 
changed some of the rates in regard 
to inheritance taxes. The proposed 
amendment does not ,affect those, 
but the words in there in regard to 
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the issue of a deceased child might 
make and would ma~e in some in
stances, a different rate for mem
bers in the same family. 

At this time I move that we re
consider our actton whereby this 
bill was passed to be engrossed. 

The SPEAKIDR:: The @entleman 
from Auburn, Mr. WilliJams, under 
suspension of the rules, moves that 
we do now reconsider our action 
whereby this bill was passed to be 
engrossed. 

All those in favor of this motion 
will slay yes; those opposed will say 
no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I 
present House Amendment "G" and 
move its adoption. 

In explanation of this amend
ment, I will say tha;t the only thing 
it does is to bring grandchildren in 
the same classification. As the bill 
stands previous to this amendment, 
an adopted child would be taxed at 
a different ,rate than issue, or a 
natural child, land, in these days 
when there are so many adopted 
children in some families, there are 
natural children and adopted chil
dren. Many of ,these children are 
adopted when a few weeks old, and, 
in some cases, they do not know 
they were adopted. Therefore, I 
believe we should amend this bill 
and bring all children in the same 
family under the same rate. 

I want to point out that this 
does not in any way affect the re
striction that gmndchildren may 
have a total exemption of $10,000. 

The SPE'AKER: The question is 
one the adoption of House Amend
ment "c". The Clerk will read 
House Amendment "C". 

House Amendment "C" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "c" to H. P. 
1385, L. D. 1046, Bill "An Act re
lating to Inheritance Taxes." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
beginning in the 13th line of Sec~ 
3 thereof the following underlined 
words: "who is the issue of a de
ceased child" 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out in the 21st line of said Sec. 
3. thereof the underlined word 
"issue" and inserting in place there
of the underlined word 'child' 

House Amendment "c" was 
adopted, and the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended and sent 
up for concurrence. 

. 
The SPEA.KER: The Chair now 

lays before the House the ,first ta
bled and unassigned matter, House 
Report "Ought to pass with Com
mittee Amendment "A", of the 
Committee on Inland Fisheries and 
Game, on Resolve to Simplify the 
Ice Fishing Laws by Counties" (H. 
P. 1134) (L. D. 790) tabled on April 
11 th by Mr. Collins of Caribou, 
pend:ing acceptance of rerporrt; and 
the Chair recognizes that genUe
man. 

On motion by Mr. Collins, the 
report of the committee was ac
cepted, land the bill, having ,already 
been printed, was rSl!!d once un
der suspension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A", re
produced 'as Legislative Document 
1174, was read by the Clerk, and 
adopted. 

Thereupon, the Resolve was giv
en its second reading under sus
pension of the rules and was passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair now 
lays before the House the second 
tabled and unassigned matter, 
House Amendment "B" to Bill 
"An Act Relating to Bounty on 
Seals" (H. P. 1337) (L. D. 9-86) ba
bIed on April 11th for reproduc
tion under House Rules, and the 
Chair awaits a motion. 

The question is on the adoption 
of House Amendment "B". The 
Clerk will read the amendment. 

House Amendment "B" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "B" to H. P. 
1337, L. D. 986, Bill "An Act Relating 
to Bounty on Seals." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
in the title thereof the words 
"Bounty on" and inserting in place 
thereof the words 'Control of.' 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out an of section 1 thereof and 
inserting in place thereof the fol
lowing: 

"Sec. 1. R. S., ('. 34, !l145. amend
ed. Section 145 Of ehaTJter 34 of the 
revised statutes is hereby repealed 
and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

'Sec. 145. Control of seals. The 
commissioner is bpreby a'lthorized 
and directed to kill and dispose of 
all seals in the waters of any of the 
coastal counties of the' sta,te' when
ever streh seals are causing' damage 
to the prop,erty O'r livelihood of 
fishermen. 
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The p'rovisions of this section shall 
not affect or modify the provisions 
of section 143'." 

House Amendment "B" was adop
ted. 

Mr. Bowker of Portland, then 
offered House Amendment "c" and 
moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "c" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "0" to H. P. 
1337, L. D. 986, Bill "An Act Relat
ing to Bounty on Seals." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
all of section 2 thereof. 

House Amendment "c" was aJdop
ted and the bill was 'given its third 
reading under suspension of the 
rules ·and was passed to be engrossed 
as amended and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair lays 
before the House the third tabled 
and unassigned matter, Bill "tAn 
Act Relating to the Hunting and 
Trapping of Foxes" (S. P. 3,62) (L. 
D. 902) tabled on April 11th by Mr. 
Snow of Auburn, pending third 
reading; and the Chair recognizes 
tha:t gentleman. 

Mr. SNOW: Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Auburn, Mr. 
Williams. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
cannot yield. The Chair will recog
nize the gentlemen as they rise. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Auburn, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WLLLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I 
offer House Amendment "B" and 
move its adoption. I will say that 
my purpose in presenting this 
amendment is to make this con
form to our State Constitution 
which provides that acts cannot 
take effeot until ninety days after 
final adjournment, and it is now 
obvious that we will not adjourn in 
time for this law to become effective 
before July 9th. 

The SPEAKER: The Clerk in
forms the Chair that we already 
have House Amendment "B." The 
gentleman's amendment will be 
House Amendment "C." House 
Amendment "0''' has been repro
duced and distributed to the mem
bersunder Filing No. 155, on April 
5th. 

House Amendment "c" to S. P. 
3,62, L. D. 902, Bill "An Act relat
ing to the Hunting and Trapping of 
Foxes" 

Amend sa]d Bill by striking out 
the following underlined words 
"from July 9, 1945" in the first line 

of the new subsection (1) (Prill ted 
Bill) 

Thereupon, House Amendment 
"0''' was adopted, ,and the bill was 
given its third reading, and was 
pass-8d to be engrossed as amend
ed in non-concurrence and sent up 
for concur,rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the fourth 
tabled and unassigned matter, Re
solve Providing for an Interim 
Oommission to Study Methods to 
Assure Greater Productivity of the 
Forest Lands of the State" (S. P. 
435) (L. D. 1149) which comes from 
the S·enate passed to be engrossed, 
tabled on April 12th by Mr. Rollins 
of Greenville, pending first reading; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen
tleman. 

On motion by Mr. Rollins, the 
resolve was given its first reading, 
and on further motion by Mr. Rol
lins, under suspension of the rules, 
the r-esolve had its second reading 
and was passed to be engrossed in 
concurrence. 

The SPEAK!ER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the fifth ta
bled and unassigned matter, House 
Amendment "c" to Bill "An Act 
Relating to Fees of Town Clerks 
for Fishing and Hunting Licenses" 
(H. P. 988) (L. D. 588) tabled on 
April 12th for reproduction under 
House Rule 36. The amendment 
was reproduced and distributed un
der Filing No. 216. 

Hous-8 Amendment "c" to H. P. 
988, L. D. 588, Bill "An Act Re~at
ing to. Fees of Town Clerks for FlSh
ing and Hunting Licenses." 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
all of section 2 thereof and subsrbi
tuting in pla.ce thereof the follow
ing: 

"Sec. 2. R. S., c. 33, § 19, sub
§ (3), amended. Subsection (3) of 
section 19 of chapter 33 of the re
vised staltutes is hereby amended -to 
read as follows: 

'(3,) Non-resident fishing licenses 
shall be of 3 classes, a 15 day license 
to cost $3.15 $3.25, effective for 15 
days from ,the date of purehase 
bhereof, and a season license, ef
fective for the entire season, to cost 
$5.15 $5.25, but the amount paid 
far a 15 day license shall be cred
ited on the purchase of a year li
cense upon an addiUonal payment 
of $2.15 $2.25, also a junior non
resident license, which shall be a 
season license 'covering all non-
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residents between the ages of 10 
and 16 y'ears, to cost $1.15 $1.25. 
Pi!tee~ Twenty-five cents shall be 
retained by the agent for each li
cense issued.''' 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out the figures "$10.15" where 
they appear in section 6 thereof, 
and inserting in place thereof the 
following '$10.1~ $10.25'. 

House Amendment "c" was 
adopted, 'and under suspension of 
the rules the' bill was given its 
third readin.g and was passed to 
be engrossed and sent up for con
currence. 

The Chair now lays before the 
House the sixth tabled and un
assigned matter, House Amendment 
"A" ,to Bill "An Act Relating to 
Keeping Certain Animals Confined," 
(H. P. 1426) (L. D. 1106) tabled on 
April 12th for reproduction under 
House Rule 36. It was reproduced 
and distributed under Filing No. 
209. The Clerk will read the 
amendment. 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
919, L. D. 560, Bill "An Act Relat
ing to Keeping Certain Animals 
Confined." 

The SPElAKER: For the purposes 
of the record, the Chair will state 
that this amendment was to the 
old bill, and was so reproduced. The 
Clerk will read House Amendment 
"A" to the new bill. 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1426, L. D. 1106, Bill "An Act Re
lating to Keeping Certain Animals 
Confined." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
all of that part designated as "Sec. 
2-B" and inserting in place thereoif 
the following: 

'Sec. 2-B. Certain animals to be 
confined; penalty. Owners and 
ke'ep,ers of sheep or cattle shall ade
quately enclose and confine such 
animals so as to prevent them from 
running at large outside of such 
enclosures. 

If any damage' is caused by rea
son of such animalS! running at 
large, the owners or keepe'rs shall 
be punished by a fine' or not more 
than $25.' 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from 
Mechanic Falls, Mr. Hemphill. 

Mr. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: This 
modifies that bill auite a lot. Mr. 
True showed me this amendment a 
few days ago, and I told him I 
would go along with it, but when I 

was going home I got to thinking 
the matter over. I am gOing to tell 
you the position I am placed in 
through no fault of my own. While 
I have not very much objection to 
this, still it would cause me a lot of 
trouble. There is a fishing brook as 
well as the Maine Central Railroad 
track running through my pasture. 
On one side of my pasture is a 
stump fence. The boys-the men as 
well as the boys, instead of climb
ing over that fence, will take out a 
stump, and they will leave it out, 
and the first thing I know my 
neighbor's cows are over on my 
land or my cows are over on hii';. 
Now that is no fault of mine. There 
are two gates on either side of the 
railroad track, so I can get across 
from one side of the pasture to the 
other; and they will even leave 
those gates open, and you will hear 
the train tooting and the cows are 
over on the track, and, when the 
train is coming, they will duck in 
any place they can find to get in 
and get away from the train. 
. Now they are just as liable to get 
mto somebody's valuable crop as 
they are into the woods 

That is the only thing I object 
to. As long as you are sure you are 
going to have friendly neighbors, 
tha~t is all right. My neighbors and 
I are all friendly, but if you run up 
against a neighbor who is not 
friendly you are going to get into 
difficulty. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the ,adoption of House Amend
ment "A." All those in favor of 
the adoption of the amendment will 
say yes; contrary minded. no. 

A viva voce vote being 'taken, the 
motion 'prevailed, and House 
Amendment "A" was adopted, and 
the bill had itllthird reading and 
was passed to be en~rossed as 
amended and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the seventh 
tabled and unassigned matter, Re
solve Authorizing Preparation of a 
Digest of the Opinions of the Law 
Court (S. P. 346) (L. D. 894) tabled 
on April 12th by Mr. Williams of 
Clifton, pending second reading; 
and the Chair recognil'ies that gen
tleman. 

Mr. Williams thereupon offered 
House 'Amendment "A" and moved 
its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 
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House Amendment "A" to S. P. 
346, L. D. 894, "Resolve, Authorizing 
Preparation of a Digest of the 
Opinions of the Law Court." 

Amend salid Resolve 'by striking 
out the last sentence of the 2nd 
paragraph of said Resolve and in
serting in place thereof ,the follow
ing: 'For the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this resolve 
the sum of $10,000 for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 194,6, is hereby 
'appropriated from the general fund 
of the state. Any unexpended bal
ances shall not lapse, but shall re
main a ,continuing carrying account 
until the purposes of this resolve 
have been accomplished.' 

A viva voce vote 'being taken, 
House Amendment "A" was adopted 
and the l'esolve had its second: read
ing and was passed to be engl'ossed 
in non-concurrence and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The SPElAKE!R: Resolve Author
izing Commissioner of Agriculture 
to Employ 'Poultry Expert, Legisla
tive Document 655, which was re
called from the Governor's office 
earlier in the day is now in the 
possession of the Clerk. 

The Chair l'ecognizes the gentle
man from Kennehunkport, Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr. ADAMS: Mr. Speaker, I move 
that this matter be tahled until to
morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
cannot at this time ,ta;hle the mat
ter; there is no motion pending; 
it is just in the hands of the Clerk. 
If ,the gentleman has a motion he 
cares to make, he can then tahle 
the matter, pending the motion. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Greenville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLL~NS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House reconsider its 
action wherehy this resolve was 
finally passed. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville,Mr. Rollins, under 
suspension of the rules, now moves 
that the House reconsider its ac
tion whereby this resolve was finally 
passed. Is this the plea;sure of the 
House? 

C'alls of no. no. 
The SPEAKER: The C'halir recog

nizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, may 
I 'ask for what purpose this is to 
'be reconsidered? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, may 

ask the gentleman from Kenne
hunkpol1t, ,Mr. Adams, a question, 
and he may answer if h.e chooses. 

Mr. BREWER: I wou1d like to 
ask Mr. Adams Why he recal1ed this 
hill. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may answer if he chooses. 

Mr. ADAMS: I wanted it to he 
taken up for further consideration. 

Mr. Rollins was gr:anted unani
mous cons'ent to address the House. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House, the only 
motion that I was to make--I was 
to make a motion in ol'der to haV'e 
a motion before the House, so it can 
lie upon the table until tomorrow 
morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman's 
motion was entirely conect. 

Mr. BREWER: It is perfectly all 
right with me, Mr. SpeakeT. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the reconsideration IQf the for
mer action IQf the House, under sus
pension of the rules, whereby this 
reso}ve was finally passed. Is this 
the pleasure of the House? All 
those in favor of the motion will 
say yes; contrary minded no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion preV'ailed, and on further 
motion by Mr. Rollins, the resolve 
was t'abled pending fin·al passage. 

The SPEAKER: Is there any 
other business that can possibly be 
done? 

On motion by Mr. Payson of 
Portland, the House V'Otedto take 
from the tab1e the first babIed and 
specially assigned matter, House 
Report "Ought not to pass" of the 
Committee on Judi:cia,ry on Bill "An 
Aet Relating to the Poll-Tax" (H. 
P. 524) (L. D. 255) babIed on AJpril 
4th by that gentleman, pending 
motion of Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston 
to accept the report. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Brunswick, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr.SpeakeT, I 
think this bill has been tossed 
around about enough; I think it 
has been tossed about too much. 
The bill bJad a fair hearing-I am 
sorry to say-in fact I think it was 
as :I1air a hearing as we e~ had 
on any hill in this House. I Ilit
tended that hellJring. It seemed 
like a 'County fair. In fact it was 
the only time in the history of the 
JudiciarY' Committee that they real
ly relaxed and hald a good time. I 
think the Legislatul'e ought to pass 
this bill, and I will tell you why: 

• 
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"An Act Relating to the Poll Tax 
-L. D. 265 

The Legislature ought to pass it, 
even if it gets our goat, 

Shows a way to make some 
money; just be good and go and 
vote. 

Never fail to cast your ballot; 
put that "X" mark plainly down, 

That will get you back your 
money though it ban~rupts your 
home town. 

You may think that I am joking 
-pa;ssing out a smart wisecrack, 

You may think that I am pok
ing fUn at you behind your ba;ck, 

Flor you know how long you've 
waited - you still wish and hope 
and pray 

That some tax might be abated 
long before your dying day; 

Now-"Eureka'" You have found 
it and your heart is filled with 
glee; 

You just vote at each election 
and you get that poll tax free." 

The SPEAKER: '!Rte question 
is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Lewiston, Mr. Jalbert, that 
the House a;ccept the "OUght not 
to pass" report of the committee. 
Is this the pleasure of the House? 

Thereupon the "Ought not to 
pass" report of the committee was 
accepted and sent up for concur
r·ence. 

On motion by Mr. Ward of Mil
linocket, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to
morrow morning. 




