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HOUSE

Wednesday, April 11, 1945.

The House met according to ad-
journment and was called to order
by the Speaker.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr, Colcord
of Gardiner.

Journal of the previous session
read and approved.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Milli-
nocket, Mr. Ward.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, I move,
that when we recess this morning,
we recess t0 meet at two o’clock
this afternoon.

The motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: At this time the
Chair would like to say a word to
the members of the House.

Yesterday the House convened at
ten o’clock and recessed until four
in the afterncon, and disposed of
approximately twenty-five matters.
Today the House has only fourteen
matters assigned for this day, and
we are recessing until two o’clock
this afternoon.

We are steadily approaching the
day of adjournment, and it is the
suggestion of the Chair, without
trying to rush things or hurry
thines at all that as matters come
along through the regular calendar
this morning, probably the gentle-
men or gentlewomen of the House
are as ready now to argue them as
they would be two or three days
from now. If we want to be busy to-
day I would just give the House
this suggestion—that the members
dispose of matters now as they
come along, rather than table them.

Papers from the Senate
Senate Reports of Committee
Referred to Committee on
Agriculture

Bill “An Act relating to Infec-
tious Diseases of the Irish Potato”
(S. P. 443)

Came from the Senate received
by unanimous consent and referred
to the Committee on Agriculture.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure
of the House that this bill be intro-
duced by unanimous consent in
concurrence?

The Chair hears objection and
unanimous consent is refused. The
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bill stands referred to the 93rd Leg-
islature under the Joint Rules.

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Education reporting “Ought
not to pass” on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Superintending School Com-
mittees” (S. P. 366) (L. D. 931)

. Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. OWEN of Kennebec

LEAVITT of Cumberland
—of the Senate.
LORD of Camden
RUSSELL of Gorham
HAMILTON of Hartland
Mrs. ROBERTS of Westbrook
Messrs. MARSANS of Monmouth
BLAKE of Dexter
—of the House.

Minority Report of same Com-
mittee on same Bill reporting same
in a new draft (S. P. 442) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Mr. BISHOP of Sagadahoc

—of the Senate.
DEERING of Bath
—of the House.

Came from the Senate the Ma-
jority Report adopted.

In the House”:

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentlewoman from
Bath, Miss Deering.

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This bill
was introduced in the thought that
it would help the towns to have
more control, more of a check-rein,
on the school committee members.
I think the bill was possibly ill-
timed, in perhaps that the State is
not quite ready for it. Anyway,
rather than prolong it for discus-
sion, I move we accept the major-
ity report of the committee, “Ought
not to pass.”

Thereupon, the Majority Report,
“Ought not to pass” was accepted
in concurrence.

Miss

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Legal Affairs reporting
“Owught not to pass” on Bill “An Act
relating to Sunday Vaudeville and
Concerts” (S. P. 250) (L. D. 634)

. Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:
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Messrs. BATCHELDER of York
LEAVITT of Cumberland
GOULD of Androscoggin

—of the Senate.
PAYSON of Portland
RANKIN of Bridgton
WELCH of Mars Hill
WEEKS of Waterville
WARREN of Westbrook
SNOW of Auburn
—of the House.
Minority Report of same Com-
mittee reporting “Ought to pass”
on same Bill.
Report was signed by the follow-
ing member:

Mr. DONAHUE of Biddeford

—or the House.
Came from the Senate the Ma-

jority Report accepted. .

In the House, the Majority Re-
port “Ought not to pass” was ac-
cepted in concurrence.

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Temperance reporting ‘“Ought
not to pass” on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Sale of Liquor in Glasses” (S.
P. 339) (L. D. 812)

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. TOWNSEND of Penobscot
GOOD of Aroostook
—of the Senate.
Mrs. ELLINGWOOD of Rockland
Messrs. COLE of Casco
BLAKE of Brownfield
WARD of Millinocket
SMART of Ellsworth
COOMBS of Belfast
—of the House.

Minority Report of same Commit-
tee reporting “Ought to pass” on
same bill.

. Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:
Messrs. BOUCHER of Androscog-

gin
—of the Senate.
JALBERT of Lewiston

—of the House.

. Came from the Scnate the Ma-
jority Report accepted.

In the House, the Majority Re-

port “Ought not to pass” was ac-
cepted in concurrence.

Ought to Pass in New Draft

Report of the Committee on Ju-
diciary on Bill “An Act relating to
Presumption of Death” (S. P. 345)
(L. D. 895) reported same in a new
draft (8. P. 425) (L. D. 1127) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”
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Report of same Committee on
Bill “An Act relating to Probation
Officers in Penobscot County” (S.
P. 202) (L. D. 482) reported same
in a new draft (S. P. 426) (L. D.
1126) under same title and that it
“Ought to pass”

Report of same Committee on
Bill “An Act to Aid Towns in Con-
trolling Forest Fires” (S. P. 317)
(L. D. 890) reporting same in a new
draft (S. P. 427) (L. D. 1128) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”

Report of the Committee on Pub-
lic Health on Bill “An Act relating
to Examination and Registration of
Osteopathic Physicians” (S. P. 215)
(L. D. 469) reporting same in a new
draft (S. P. 428) (L. D. 1129) under
same title and that it “Ought te

pass”
Ought to Pass

Report of the Committee on Ju-
diciary reporting “Ought to pass”
on Resolve Authorizing Preparation
of a Digest of the Opinions of the
Law Court (S. P. 346) (L. D. 894)

Report of the Committee on Sal-
aries and Fees reporting .same on
Bill “An Act Clarifying the Law
relating to Official Fees of Registers
of Probate” (S. P. 1600 (L. D. 363)

Report of same Committee re-
porting same on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Fees of Registers of Pro-
bate” (S. P. 268) (L. D. 619)

Report of same Committee re-

- porting same on Bill “An Act relat-

ing to Salaries of Court Stenog-
raphers” (S. P, 105) (L. D. 177)

Came from the Senate the Re-
ports read and adopted and the
Bills and Resolve passed to be en-
grossed.

In the House, Reports were read
and accepted in concurrence, the
Bills read twice, the Resolve read
once, and tomorrow assigned.

Ought to Pass with Committee
Amendment

Report of the Committee on Legal
Affairs on Bill “An Act Creating
the Greater Portland Public De-
velopment Commission” (8. P. 323)
(L. D. 828) reporting “Ought to

pass” as amended by Committee
A;rtlﬁndment “A” submitted there-
with.

Came from the Senate the Re-
port accepted, Committee Amend-
ment “A” indefinitely postponed,
and the Bill passed to be engrossed
as amended by Senate Amendment
“A” (L. D. 1147
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In the House, Report of the Com-
mittee was accepted in concurrence,
and the Bill had its two several
readings.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:

Committee Amendment “A” to S.
P. 323, L. D, 828, Bill “An Act
Creating the Greater Portland Pub-
lic Development Commission.”

Amend said bill by inserting after
the word ‘facility” in the second
line of section 2 thereof (2nd line
of bill as printed) the underlined
words ‘within the confines of Port-
land and South Portland’.

Further amend said bill by strik-
ing out after the word “directors” in
the third line of section 2 thereof
(3rd line of bill as printed) the
words “in consultation with the
elected officers of the various towns
in sald area and with the various
chambers of commerce in said
area”,

Further amend said bill by strik-
ing out after the words “residents
of” in the second line of section 3
thereof (2nd line of bill as printed)
the words “Cumberland County”
and insérting in place thereof the
underlined words ‘Portland and/or
South Portland’.

Further amend said bill by strik-
ing out the word ‘“towns”, being the
first word in the second line of
Section 6 thereof (in the first line
of bill as printed after the words

“and/or”) and inserting in- place
thereof the underlined word
‘cities’,

On motion by Mr. Payson, Com-
mittee Amendment “A” was in-
definitely postponed in concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Clerk will
read Senate Amendment “A” which
has been printed and distributed to
the members’ desks as Legislative
. Document 1147,

Senate Amendment “A” to S. P.
323, L. D. 828, Bill “An Act Creating
the Greater Portland Public De-
velopment Commission.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
in the last line of section 1 of said
bill the word “greater”

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out all of section 2 of said bill
and inserting in place thereof, the
following:

‘Sec. 2. Powers. The said corpor-
ation shall have the power, within
the confines of Portland and South
Portland, to acquire, manage,
operate or lease any business,
facility, structure, building, machin-
ery or equxpment owned by the fed-
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eral government or any agency
thereof, which may hereafter be-
come surplus property and not
needed for any function of said fed-
eral government, including, but not
restricting the power aforesaid, the
utilization of shipyards, wharves,
trackage, dry-docks and any facil-
ities useful or necessary in connec-
tion therewith, and for that purpose
to purchase, lea‘se, hold, own, man-
age, control, sell, mortgage, lease or
let land, buildings, real estate and
rights in real estate, and all man-
ner of personal property, and to
accept gifts thereof in -trust, or
otherwise.’

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out after the words “residents
of’ in the 2nd line of section 3
thereof (2nd line of bill as printed)
the words ‘“Cumberland County”
and inserting in place thereof the
;voréis ‘Portland and/or South Port-
and’

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out the word ‘“towns” in the
2nd line wof section 6 of said Bill
and inserting in place thereof the
word ‘cities’

Senate Amendment “A”  was
adopted in concurrence, and the
Bill was assigned for third reading
this afterncon. - .

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that Item 14 on the calendar
is there by mistake. It will come up
later in the day or tomorrow.

Non-concurrent Matter

An Act relating to State Bureau
of Identification (H. P. 946) (L. D.
526) which was passed to be en-
acted in the House on March Tth,
and passed to be engrossed on
February 28th. d

Came from the Senate passed to
be engrossed as amended by Sen-
ate Amendment “A” (L. D. 1124)
in non-concurrence.

In the House, on motion by Mr.

Wward of Millinocket, the House
voted, under suspension of the
rules, to reconsider its action

whereby it passed this bill to be en-
acted, and on further motion by
Mr. Ward, under suspension of the
rules, the House voted to recon-
sider its action whereby it passed
this bill to be engrossed.

Senate Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

Senate Amendment “A” to H. P.
946, L. D. 526, Bill “An Act Relat-
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%I}g to State Bureau of Identifica-
ion.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
in the headnote of that part desig-
nated as “Sec. 13” the following
underlined words: ¢, records and
statistics”

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out in the 7th and 8th lines of
said bill the underlined words: *,
records and statistics”

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out in the 8th line of section 2
of sald bill the underlined words
“ municipal court judges and trial
justices”

Further amend said Bill by add-
ing at the end of that part desig-
nated as “Sec. 14” the following
paragraph:

‘Municipal court judges and trial
justices may, in their discretion,
have the same authority granted to
law enforcement officers under the
provisions of this section.’

Thereupon, Senate Amendment
“A” was adopted and the bill as
amended was passed to be en-
grossed in concurrence.

Non-concurrent Matter

Bill “An Act relating to Danger-
ous Occupations for Minors” (H.
P. 1079) (L. D. 690) which was
passed to be engrossed in the House
on April 5th as amended by Com-
mittee Amendment “A”.

Came from the Senate, Commit-
tee Amendment “A” indefinitely
postponed, Senate Amendment “A”
adopted and the bill passed to be
engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment “A”,

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Poulin of Rumford, the House
voted to recede from its former ac-
tion whereby it passed this bill to
be engrossed.

Committee Amendment “A” was
indefinitely postponed in concur-
rence.

Senate Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

Senate Amendment “A” to H. P.
1679, L. D. 690, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Dangerous Occupations for
Minors.”

Amend said Bill by inserting in
the Tth line, after the underlined
words “limbs,” the underlined words
‘injurious to morals,’.

Further amend said Bill by strik-
ing out the last line thereof and
inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing: ‘will be injured.
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Senate Amendment “A” was
adopted, and the bill as amended
by Senate Amendment “A” was
passed to be engrossed in concur-
rence.

Non-Concurrent Matter

Majority Report reporting “Ought
not to pass” and Minority Report
reporting “Cught to pass” of the
Committee cn Temperance on Bill
“An Act relating to Business Hours
for State Liquor Stores” (H. P. 1015)
(L. D. 534) which reports were re-
committed to the Committee on
'21’8etrkrl1perance in the House on March

Came from the Senate with the
Minority Report accepted, and the
Bill indefinitely postponed, in non-
concurrence.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Wright of Limestone, the House
voted to recede and concur with
the Senate. *

Non-Concurrent Matter

Bill “An Act to Abolish Taxation
of Intangibles” (H. P. 1009) (1. D.
530) on which the Bill was substi-
tuted for the “QOught not to pass”
Report of the Committee on Tax-
ation on April 9th and passed to
be engrossed.

Came from the Senate the Report
adopted in non-concurrence.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Green-
ville, Mr. Rollins.

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I
move that we insist on our former
action.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from North
Anson, Mr. Ela.

Mr. ELA: Mr. Speaker, I move
that we recede and concur with the
Senate.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, has
moved that the House do insist on
its former action. The gentleman
from Anson, Mr. Ela, has moved
that the House recede and concur
with the Senate. The motion of
the gentleman from Anson, Mr.
Ela, takes precedence. Is it the
pleasure of the House to recede
and concur with the Senate? All
those in favor will say yes; those
opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed.
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Non-concurrent Matter

Bill “An Act to Provide for Scien-
tific Investigation with Blueberries”
S. P. 72) (L. D, 68) which was
passed to be enacted in the House
on March 30th and passed to be
engrossed as amended by House
Amendment “A” on March 22nd.

Came from the Senate passed to
be engrossed as amended by House

Amendment “A” and by Senate
Amendment “A” in non-concur-
rence.

In the House, on motion by Mr.
Lackee of Addison, the House voted
to reconsider its former action
whereby this bill was passed to be
enacted; and on further motion by
the same gentleman, the House
voted to reconsider its former action
whereby the bill was passed to be
engrossed.

Senate Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows: )

Senate eAmendment “A” to S. P.
72, L. D. 68, Bill “An Act to Provide
for Scientific Investigation with
Blueberries.”

Amend said Bill by adding at the
end thereof the following:

‘Sec. 1. Repayment, All net reve-
nues derived from the experimental
blueberry farm shall be paid over
to the treasurer of state at the end
of each fiscal year and shall be
credited to the unappropriated sur-
plus of the general fund of the state
until such time as the appropriation
for such farm has been repaid to
the state by such revenue.

Senate Amendment “A” was
adopted, and the bill was passed to
be engrossed as amended in con-
currence.

Non-concurrent Matter

Bill “An Act Permitting the De-
partment of Education to Cooperate
in Establishing University Exten-
sion and Correspondence (Courses”
(H. P. 840) (L. D. 570) on which the
House voted to adhere to its former
action whereby the Bill was in-
definitely postponed in the House
on April 9th.

Came from the Senate that body -

voting to insist on its former action
whereby the Bill was passed to be
engrossed as amended by House
Amendment “A” in non-concurrence
and asking for a Committee of Con-
ference.

In the House:

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
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nizes the gentleman from Maple-
ton, Mr. Webber.

Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker, I
move that we recede and concur.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Mapleton, Mr. Webber, moves
that the House recede and concur
with the Senate. Is this the pleas-
ure of the House?

Calls of “No.”

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Bath,
Miss Deering.

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker, I
move that we insist on our former
action and meet in a Committee of
Conference.

Mr. WEBBER: It was my purpose,
Mr. Speaker, to ask for appointment
of a Committee of Conference.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Mapleton, Mr. Webber, moves
that we recede and concur.

A viva voce vote being taken the
result was in doubt and the vote
was not declared.

The SPEAKER: The question is
to recede from our former action
which would lay the matter open
for the motion of the gentlewoman
from Bath, Miss Deering. The Chair
rules at this time that if the motion
of the gentleman from Mapleton,
Mr. Webber, is carried, the Dbill is
then in order for its third reading.

Mr. WEBBER: Is the question
de?ata‘ble at this time, Mr. Speak-
er?

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to have it frankly con-
sidered by the members of the Leg-
islature. I think quite a number
of the members do not understand
there are definite objections and
we hope the amendment will remove
those objections. In fairness I think
this matter ought to be carefully
considered and not clouded by is-
sues which cannot be solved.

I am very sorry to cause confu-
sion on this but I asked the other
day if a vote was mnot taken that
we should recede and concur. The
motion was carried; then we accept-
ed a motion to reconsider, we re-
considered and voted to adhere.

At this time I believe the Senate
has asked for a Committee of Con-
ference. It is my desire that we
meet with this Committee of Con-
ference which could speed up this
process of the two bodies meeting
together, and discussing the prob-
lems and bring out the answer.

The SPEAKER: In answer to
the question, the Chair will state
that the motion of the gentle-
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woman from Bath, Miss Deering, is
not in order until the House has
decided upon the motion of the
gentleman from Mapleton, Mr. Web-
ber, to recede.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Greenville, Mr. Rollins.

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I
now move that the bill be given its
third reading.

The SPEAKER: The question be-
fore the House is on the motion of
the gentleman from Mapleton, Mr.
Webber, that the House recede and
concur with the Senate. The vote
was interrupted and not recorded.

Mr. ELA of Anson:” Mr. Speaker,
as I understood it, the gentleman
from Mapleton, Mr. Webber, I
thought made the statement that
he did desire a Committee of Con-
ference, and if he would withdraw
his motion to recede, he could get
that committee.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman is
correct.

Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker, if
this is the correct procedure, that
we have a Committee of Conference
which could discuss the matter, I
withdraw the motion. -

The SPEAKER: The motion is
withdrawn.

The gentlewoman from Bath,
Miss Deering, has a motion before
the House to join with the Senate
in a Committee of Conference. Is
this the pleasure of the House? All
those in favor will say yes; those
opposed, no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair ap-
points on the Committee, the gentle-
man from Mapleton, Mr. Webber,
the gentlewoman from Bath, Miss
Deering, and the gentleman from
Greenville, Mr. Rollins.

On motion by Mrs, Ellingwood of
Rockland, House Rule 25 was sus-
pended for the remainder of today’s
session, in order to permit smoking.

Orders
On motion by Mr.
Rome, it was
ORDERED, that Mr. Coombs of
Belfast, be excused from attend-
ance today because of business.

Downs of

House Reports of Committees

Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Labor r.e{)worbing “Ought not
to pass” on Bill “An Act relating
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to the Powers and Duties of the

Commissioner of Labor and Indus-

try” (H., P. 1300) (L. D, 945) as

legislation is inexpedient.
Report was signed by the fol-
lIowing members:

Messrs. HOPKINS of Kennebec
SPEAR of Cumberland
GOULD of Androscoggin

—of the Senate.
BROWN of Unity
HASKELL of Bangor
POULIN of Rumford
MARSHALL of York

—of the House.

Minority Report of same Com-
mittee reporting “Ought to pass”
on same Bill.

. Report was signed by the follow-

ing members:

Messrs. JONES of Waterville
WEEKS of Waterville
RENOUF of Biddeford

—of the House.

The Majority Report, “Ought not
to pass”’ was accepted.

Mr. RENOUF of Biddeford: Mr.
Speaker, this bill just—

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man wish to make a motion that
the House reconsider its action just
taken whereby it accepted the Ma-
jority Report of the Committee?

Mr. RENOUF': Yes, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf, moves
that the House reconsider its ac-
tion just taken whereby it accepted
the Majority Report “Ought not
to pass.” All those in_favor of the
motion will say yes; those opposed
no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail.

Divided Report

o Tabled -
Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Labor reporting “Ought not
to pass” on Bill “An Act relating to

Minimum Wages and Maximum

Hours” (H. P. 1301) (L. D. 946)

. Report was signed by the follow-

ing members:

Messrs. HOPKINS of Kennebec
SPEAR of Cumberland
GOULD of Androscoggin

—of the Senate.
POULIN of Rumford
BROWN of Unity
HASKELL of Bangor
MARSHALL of York
—of the House.
Minority Report of same Com-
mittee reporting “Ought to pass”
on same Bill,



898 LEGISLATIVE RECORD—HOUSE, APRIL 11, 1945

Report was signed by the fol-
lowing members:

Messrs. WEEKS of Waterville
JONES of Waterville
RENOUF of Biddeford

—of the House.

(On motion by Mr. Renouf of Bid-
deford, both Reports were tabled
and assigned for later in the day.)

Divided Report

Majority Report of the Commit-
tee on Labor on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Hours of Labor for State
Employees” (H. P. 1259) (L. D. 883)
reporting that same be referred to
the 93rd Legislature.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. HOPKINS of Kennebec

SPEAR of Cumberland
GOULD of Androscoggin
—of the Senate.
BROWN of Unity
HASKELI: of Bangor
WEEKS of Waterville
JONES of Waterville
—of the House.

Minority Report of same Com-
mittee on same Bill reporting same
in a new draft (H. P. 1470) under
same title and that it “Ought to
pass”.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. MARSHALL, of York

RENOUF of Biddeford
POULIN of Rumford
—of the House.

Mr. POULIN of Rumford: Mr.
Speaker, I move the acceptance of
the Minority Report “Ought to pass
in new draft.”

On motion of Mr. Bell of Thom-
aston, the two reports were tabled,
pending the motion of the gentle-
man from Rumford, Mr. Poulin,
that the House accept the Minority
Report, the new draft ordered
printed, and specially assigned for
tomorrow morning.

Majority "Report of the Commit-
tee on State Lands and Forest Pre-
servation on Bill “An Act to Re-
move Floating Islands in Corundell
Lake in Corinna” (H. P. 1255) (L.
D. 880) reporting ‘“Ought to pass”
as amended by Committee Amend-
ment “A” submitted therewith.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. STERLING of Somerset

—of the Senate.
WILLIAMS of Clifton
WILLIAMS of Topsham
BROWN of Milford
DUTTON of Bingham
BENN of Smyrna

—of the House.

Minority Report of same Com-
mittee reporting “Ought not to
pass” on same Bill.

Report was signed by the follow-
ing members:

Messrs. CLEAVES of Cumberland

CLEMENTS of Waldo

—of the Senate.
ROLLINS of Greenville
JUDKINS of Woodstock

—of the House.

Mr. DUTTON of Bingham: Mr.
Speaker, I move the acceptance of
the majority report of the Commit-
tee “Ought to pass.”

The SPEAKER: The gzentleman
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, moves
the acceptance of the majority
“Ought to pass” report of the com-
mittee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Greenville, Mr. Rollins.

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker: As
a member of the committee who
signed the minority report ‘“Ought
not to pass”, I hope the motion of
the gentleman from Bingham does
not prevail. This has been given
thorough consideration by the com-
mittee. This, perhaps as you mem-
bers will notice, is the only divided
report that the committee has sent
forth. There was a big question
in this bill. I won’t take much of
your time, but right here I will call
your attention to the points as we
saw them.

The reason why we signed the
minority report “Ought not to pass”
was: First, the bill calls for the
Forestry Commissioner to proceed
to remove the floating islands from
this man-made lake. The Forestry
Commissioner is an agent of the
State of Maine, therefore he is an
instrumentality of the State, and it
is perhaps with far reaching re-
sults in that we would establish a
precedent that the State of Maine
would have to step in and take care
of all the damages done by man-
made waterways under the old Mill
Act. This is nothing new in the
State of Maine. Every man who
ever had anything to do with pulp-
wood, dams made on streams, has
had that to contend with this. They
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never come to the State and ask
them to remove them; they push
them over to one side, in a cove,
tow them over onto the shore some-
where and swing the boom along,
then move on and proceed.

The matter was taken up; we
had about three executive sessions
on it. The matter was taken up
with the Attorney General and he
ruled, from studying the law, as
far as he could see, it was not a re-
sponsibility of the State of Maine.
The waterway is a highway only
for the transportation over it. The
land under the water does not be-
long to the State of Maine and
these islands are the land, a con-
sequence of this water in the brook
that was dammed freezing and
rising, and, with the rise of the
water in the Spring, coming up and
making floating islands. It is no
responsibility of the State of Maine
whatever, and that is why we sign-
ed the “Ought not to pass” report,
because of the far reaching result.

There is one incident they will
tell you of, of a boys’ camp up here
somewhere where just such a thing
happened and the island came up
and bothered their way of progress
across the stream and they removed
it and came down to the State of
Maine with a claim and asked that
it be allowed and it was.

I maintain that this is the wrong
way to go at the removal of these
islands. If the town of Corinna, or
any other indigiduals up there, or
group of individuals, would remove
those islands or take care of them
in any way and then come to the
Legislature and ask for reimburse-
ment through claim, no doubt they
would receive it, but the way this
bill is worded it means that the
State of Maine is directly responsi-
ble for all future cases that might
arise from the damming of streams
by individuals for their own use.

I.1 hope the motion does not pre-
vail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair notes
the presence in the hall of the
House of the Speaker of this As-
sembly during the last regular ses-
sion of this Legislature, the Honor-
able P. Ardine Richardson, of
Strong, and requests the Sergeant-
at-Arms to conduct him to the
rostrum.

Thereupon, the Sergeant-at-
Arms conducted Mr. Richardson to
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the rostrum, amid prolonged ap-
plause, the members rising.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Presque
Isle, Mr. Brewer.

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the Legislature: For
your information I would like to tell
you that this bill originally was re-
ferred to the Appropriations Com-
mittee. The man that presented
this bill, finding that we could not
C. K. the expense, asked that we
allow this bill to be referred to the
Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation with the un-
derstanding that the amount asked
for would be cut out, but in the
transfer somehow this was over-
looked and it is the same bill which
we were not willing to allow, or
felt the expense was not justified.
The State was not responsible and
it was establishing a precedent. I
am merely telling you this for your
information- and what it is worth.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Newport,
Mr. Smith.

Mr. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I am
in sympathy with the thought of
the Appropriations Committee in
saving money. May I call your at-
tention to the fact that if this con-
dition is allowed to exist and the
town of Corinna is destroyed by
the islands coming down and taking
out the dam, destroying the indus-
tries and the village, it might cost
the State a lot more than the
$5000 that they have asked for. The
town pays a State tax of $6500. If
that were lost that is a lot more
than they are asking for. I would
like to quote the opinion of Judge
Savage in the “Great Pond” case,
Cumberland County in an action
“Conant vs. Jordan.” This opinion
is in 107 Maine, page 227, in which
Judge Savage says: that the State
owned all ponds over ten acres. I
have been unable to find anything
to the contrary after looking for
cases under ‘“Waters”, “Ponds”,
“Great Ponds,” or “Colonial Ordi-
nances.” In the State of Wisconsin
law volume- 172 page 363, in a suit,
the court calls them “floating mea-
dows,” but the liability to the State
still exists.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bingham,
Mr. Dutton.

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker and
Memkers of the House: We listened
tc the evidence that was brought
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before the committee, there is no
question but what a dangerous con-
dition exists there, and which is not
the act of man. It was the act of
the natural element in creating an
island there which has floated down
and which is endangering the town
of Corinna, not only the business
section but the residential section.
It is possible, in case of high water,
for those islands to break away and
cause large damage to property and
the loss of life.

Now in regard to any legal re-
port on the part of the Attorney
General or on the part of anyone
else, or regardless cf the fact of
creating a precedent which was
created years ago in Wilton, where
this same condition existed and was
remedied and the State paid for it,
there is no reason why we should
allow this thing to happen, to go
to a final climax, causing damage
to property and the loss of life, be-
cause of some technicality or imag-
ined idea.

Now I very much dislike the
sound of my voice after the first
twe minutes and whenever I have
anything to say I like to keep with-
in three minutes and I am going
tc do it this time. I hope that
the people of the State of Maine
are not so poor that they cannot
afford to appropriate $5000 to re-
move this danger of damage to the
town of Corinna. I hope the mo-
tion to accept the majority report
will prevail.

The SPEAKER.: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Addi-
son, Mr. Lackee:

Mr. LACKEE: Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of correcting the rec-
ord, I would like to correct the
statement of the gentleman from
Bingham, Mr. Dutton, which I pre-
sume was a slip of the tongue, that
this majority “Ought to pass” re-
port of the, committee be accepted.

Mr. DUTTCON: 1 stand corrected,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The question
before the House is on the motion
of the gentleman from Bingham,
Mr. Dutton, that the majority re-
port of the committee “Ought to
pass”’ be accepted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Clifton,
Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker
and Members of the House: The
question is simply this. and it is
the question ithe majority of the
members of the State Lands and
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Forest Preservation Committee had
to decide, and ‘that is whether, to
save a small sum of money we want
to leave a menace to the village of
Corinna. True, some of the men
who have driven pulpwood on some
of the lakes in northern Maine have
had floating islands to contend
with. They have boomed the is-
lands, towed them over to the shore
and left them. After their drive
went down, they were no longer in-
terested in that lake. The mills in
Corinna that are interested have al-
ready done as much as any lumber
company has done to remove the
floating islands. I think the men-
ace is there, and they have to be
removed. It is dangerous to prop-
erty in Corinna, not only to the
mills but to private property.

In connection with that, I want to
say, you must remember that that
dam was built in 1850—that was
quite a while ago—that caused the
flowage of that land. It is not a
question of damage to the mills but
damage to the town. I think prob-
ably every member of the House
knows the location of the village
of Corinna, and they know a large
part of it is situated below the dam.

Now, under this ruling by the
Attorney General, he definitely
stated it was within the province of
the Legislature to say whether or
not this menace should be removed.
He definitely stated in his opinion
that this lake comes under the
“Great Lakes” lawgof the State,
which states, according to his rul-
ing, that the land under those great
lakes is ‘the responsibility of the
State.

I take exception to the fact that
that this is a man-made lake. I
don’t know from just what location
those floating islands came. But it
is a fact that there was some sort
of a lake in that location. It is sim-
ply a matter where we have to de-
cide whether the State of Maine
wishes to leave a menace there o
the town of Corinna—and nobody
here can say it is not a menace.
The islands are large; one of them
is as large as 3 1-2 acres, and sev-
eral of the others are of nearly the
same area, and they are in danger
of cominz against the dam and
flooding the whole village below.

In the past, at times, Corinna
has been well flooded. If it should
happen again, and those islands

should come down, nobody has ever
contended it would not damage a
large part of the village of Corinna.
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It is our responsibility, it would
seem, to decide if we should re-
move those islands. I don’t think
it is a dangerous precedent, be-
cause any village in the State would
have a just claim to come bhefore
this Legislature and say that any-
thing that would menace property
of nearly half the village should be
removed by the State. . .

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, that
the House accept the majority
“Outght to pass” report of the com-
mittee.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Greenville, Mr. Rollins.

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, in
rebuttal to Mr. Dutton who said the
State paid, I think the House
members will realize that I said
they paid too, but they paid
through claims. I have not much
doubt that this Legislature would
say—in fact I would be glad to go
on record as saying I would sup-
port this claim if T am a member
of the next House. The gentle-
man from Newport says that ac-
cording to the ruling of Judge Sav-
age or someone else, the land un-
der the water is the property of
the State. I heartily disagree with
him. Under the old Mill Act in
many decisions the supreme court
rules that ponds, natural or artifi-
cial of over ten acres would be the
propertv of the State for a high-
way but absolutely the land under
that water belongs to the man who
originally owned it. If a dam goes
out tomorrow the man who owned
the abutment would own the land
under the water. I hope that the
motion of the gentleman from
Bingham, Mr. Dutton, does not
prevail.

The SPEAKER.: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Clif-
ton, Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I
would like to ask the gentleman
from Greenville (Mr. Rollins) if I
mentioned the name of Judge Sav-
age In my remarks and if I men-
tioned anything about flowage, and
not being the property of anybody
in the State of Mainé? But I did
mention the “Great Lakes” law
which the Attorney General told
us was the wvesponsibility of the
State of Maine. I don't know where
the island came from. The gentle-
man was apparently prepared for
soms remarks that I did hot make.
It is still a danger to the village of
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Corinna, and the gentleman from
Greenville has admitted that in
his remarks and said that he was
willing to pay the claim. Why not
remove the menace before we have
a disaster? .

The SPEAKER: The Chair as-
sumes that the questions are satiri-
cal only and the gentleman does not
expect dn answer.

. Mr. BOWKER of Portland: Mr.
Speaker, I move the previous ques-
tion.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Bowker, moves
the previous question.

Mr. SMITH of Newport: Mr,
Speaker, I ask for a division of
the House, when the vote is taken.

The SPEAKER: In order for the
Chair to entertain the motion for
the previous question it requires the
consent of one-third of the mem-
bers present. All those in favor of
the Chair entertaining the motion
for the previous question will rise
and stand in their places (until
counted and the monitors have
made and returned the count.

A division was had.

The SPEAKER: Obviously more
than one-third of the members
present having arisen, the motion
for the previous question is enter-
tained.

The question before the House
now is: Shall the main question be
put now? All those in favor of the
motion will rise and stand in their
places until counted and the moni-
tors have made and returned the
count.

A .division was had.

The SPEAKER: Obviously more
than a majority having arisen, the
main question is ordered. The ques-

tion before the House is on the
motion of the gentleman from
Bingham, Mr, Dutton, that the

House accept the majority “Ought
to pass” report of the committee,
and the gentleman from Newport,
Mr. Smith, has asked for a division.

All those in favor of the motion
of the gentleman from Bingham,
Mr. Dutton, will rise and stand in
their places until counted and the
monitors have made and returned
the count.

A division of the House was had.

The SPEAKER: Ninety-three
having voted in the affirmative and
seven in the negative, the motion
prevails.

Thereupon, the bill, having al-
ready been printed, was given its
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two several readings under suspen-
sion of the rules.
Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:
Committee Amendment “A” to H.
P. 1255, L, D. 880, Bill “An Act to
Remove Floating Islands in Corumn-
dell Lake in Corinna.” .
Amend said Bill by striking out
all of section 2 thereof and_‘insert-
ing in its place the following:
‘Sec. 2. Appropriation. There is
hereby appropriated the sum of
$5,000 from the unappropriated sur-
plus to carry out the purposes of
this act. Any unexpended balances
shall lapse to the general fund.
Committee Amendment “A” was
adopted and the bill was assigned
for third reading this afternoon.

Ought to Pass in New Draft

Mr. Haskell from the Committee
on Judiciary on Bill “An Act relat-
ing to Pollution in Cobbosseecontee
and Annabessacook Lakes and Trib-
utaries” (H. P. 1289) (L. D. 935)
reported same in a new draft (H.
P. 1471) under title of “An Act re-
lating to Pollution in Cobbossee-
contee and Annabessacook Lakes”
and that it “Ought to pass”

Mr. Peirce from same Committee
on Resolve in relation to Status of
Certain Persons in re Teachers’
Retirement Association (H. P. 961)
(I.. D. 580) reported same in a new
draft (H. P. 1472) under same title
and that it “Ought to pass”

Mr. Ward from same Committee
on Resolve relating to Appointment
of Special Recess Committee to
Study Proposals to Establish Tech-
nical and Vocational Institutes”
(H. P. 825) (L. D. 433) reported
same in a new draft (H. P. 1473)
under title of “Resolve relating to
Appointment of Special Committee
to Study Proposals to Establish
Technical and Vocational Insti-
tutes” and that it “Ought to pass”

Reports were read and accepted
and the New Drafts ordered printed
under the Joint Rules.

Tabled

Mr. Williams from the Committee
on State Lands and Forest Preser-
vation on Resolve Authorizing the
Forest ‘Commissioner to Convey
Certain Interest of the State in
Land in Arocostook County to Max-
ime Albert, of Frenchville (H. P.
347) (I.. D. 154) reported same in
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a new draft (H. P. 1474) under title
of “Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Convey Certain
Interest of the State in Land in
Piscataquis County to Harry Green-
leaf, of Norway” and that it “Ought
to pass”

(On motion by Mr. Morneault of
Fort Kent, tabled pending accept-
ance of Committee Report and
zpecia.lly assigned for later in the

ay.

Ought to Pass

Printed Bill
Mr. Williams from the Committee
on State Lands and Forest Preser-
vation reported “Ought to pass” on
Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Grant Permits for
Setting and Maintaining Poles and
Wires on a Public Lot in Webster

Plantation. (H. P. 1455)
Report was read and accepted
and the Resolve ordered printed

under the Joint Rules.

Cught to Pass with Committee
Amendment

Mr. Jordan from the Committee "
on Inland Fisheries and Game on
Resolve to Simplify the Ice Fishing
Laws by Counties (H. P. 1134) (L.
D. 790) reported “Ought to pass”
as amended by Committee Amend-
ment “A” submitted therewith.

On motion by Mr. Collins of Cari-
bou, tabled pending acceptance of
Committee Report, and Commit-
tcae Amendment “A” ordered print-
ed.

First Reading of Printed Bills
Tabled and Assigned

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
ary of the Adjutant-General” (H.
P. 1463) (L. D. 1169)

Bill had its first reading, and
on motion by Mr. Hawes of Vas-
salboro, tabled pending second
reading and specially assigned for
tomorrow morning,

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
ary of the Forest Commissioner”
(H. P. 1464) (L. D. 11868)

Bill had its first reading, and
on motion by Mr. Legard of Bath,
tabled pending second reading and
specially assigned ifor tomorrow
morning.

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
ary of the Justices of the Supreme
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Judicial and Superior Courts” (H.
P. 1466) (L. D, 1167) .

Bill had its first reading

Mr. MORRISON of Winter Har-
bor: Mr. Speaker, I would like to
table this bill and specially assign it
for Friday morning. .

The SPEAKER: Did the Chair
understand the gentleman to say
tomorrow morning? .

Mr. MORRISON: Friday morning,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: Did the gentle-
man understand that the other
bills were assigned for tomorrow
morning?

Mr. MORRISON: I wish to table
this bill for Friday morning, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Winter Harbor, Mr. Morri-
son, moves that this item lay on
the table pending its second read-
ing and be specially assigned for
Friday morning. All those in favor
will say yes; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail. . .

Thereupon, the bill was given its
second reading, and was assigned
for third reading this afternoon.

On motion by Mr. Rollins of
Greenville, the House voted by a
viva voce vote, to reconsider its ac-
tion just taken whereby this bill
was assigned for third reading this
afternoon; and on further motion
by the same gentleman the bill was
assigned for third reading tomgor-
row morning.

Tabled and Assigned

Bill “An Act relating to Salaries
and Expenses of Members of the
State Liquor Commission” (H. P.
1467) (L. D. 1170)

(Bill had its first reading, and
on motion by Mr. Weston of Farm-
ingdale, tabled pending second
reading and specially assigned for
tomorrow morning.)

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
ary of the Commissioner of Labor
ﬁ]%)lndu‘stry” (H. P. 1468) (L. D.

(Bill had its first reading, and
on motion by Mr. Springer of Dan-
forth, tabled pending second read-
ing and specially assigned for to-
morrow morning.

Passed to Be Engrossed

Bill “An Act Amending the Un-
employment Compensation Act as
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to Employer’s Experience Classifi-
cations” (H. P. 1077) (L. D. 926)

Bill “An Act relating to the Sal-
ary of the Judge of Probate in Lin-
ci)ér?}) County” (H. P. 1430) (L. D.
1

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed and sent to the Senate.

Passed to be Enacted
Emergency Measure

Resolve Authorizing Commission-
er of Agriculture to Register Trade-
Marks (H. P. 959) (L. D. 528)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as fruly and
strictly engrossed. This being an
emergency measure and a two-
thirds vote of all the members
elected to the House being neces-
sary, a division was had. 122 voted
in favor of same and none against,
and accordingly the Resolve was
finally passed, signed by the
Speaker and sent to the Senate.

Passed to be Enacted

An Act relating to the State Po-
lice Retirement System (S. P. 76)
(L. D. 71)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, passed to be en-
acted, signed by the Speaker and
sent to the Senate.

Tabled
An Act relating to Prevention of
Bang’s Disease by the Department
of Agriculture (S. P. 125) (L. D.
330)

(On motion by Mr. Williams of
Clifton, tabled pending enactment)

An Act relating to Expense Ac-
counts of Deputy Fire Wardens and
Reports of Chief Fire Wardens (S.
P. 161) (L. D. 364)

An Act relating to Use of Drugs
or Appliances in Horse Racing (S.
P. 290) (L. D. 721

An Act relating to State Board
of Arbitration and Conciliation (S.
P. 347) (L. D. 893)

‘An Act Amending an Act to Au-
thorize the Incorporation of Credit
Unions (S. P. 389) (L. D. 998)

An Act relating to the Assess-
%glg)t of Taxes (S. P. 398) (L. D.
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An Act to Provide for Training
and Licensing Nursing Attendants
(S. P. 404) (L. D. 1064)

An Act relating to the Salary of
the Recorder of the Ellsworth
%ggicipa.l Court (S. P. 406) (L. D.

)

An Act relating to Salary of
Register of Probate and Clerks in
the Office of Register of Probate in
{Iozérllfock County (S. P. 407) (1. D.

An Act relating to the Salaries
of Certain County Officials in Knox
County (S. P. 408) (L. D. 1060)

An Act relating to the Salaries
of the Register of Deeds and Clerks
in the Office of Register of Deeds
in Androscoggin County (S. P. 409)
(L. D. 1057)

An Act relating to the Salary of
the Clerk of Courts of York County
S. P. 410) (L. D. 10569)

An Act relating to Agents, Health
and Other Officers of Indian Tribes
(S. P. 411) (L. D. 1058)

An Act relating to Powers of
County Commissioners (S. P. 415)
(L. D. 1099)

An Act relating to the Excise Tax
on Motor Vehicles (8. P. 417) (L.
D. 1102)

An Act relating to a State Police
Barrack in the county of Cumber-
land (H. P. 606) (L. D. 328)

An Act relating to Reports of
Thefts of Motor Vehicles (H. P.
1184) (L. D. '745)

An Act relating to Payments to
County Law Libraries (H. P. 1194)
(L. D. 753)

An Act relating to Requirement
for Restaurant Licenses (H. A
1265) (L. D. 888)

An Act relating to Purchase of
Certain Equipment by the State for
}318596 by Towns (H. P. 1266) (L. D.

)

An Act relative to Use of Live
Decoys and Blinds (H. P. 1354) (L.
D. 1005)

An Act Amending the Charter of
the city of Portland (H. P. 1387)
(L. D. 1054) )

An Act relating to School Com-
mittee in town of Rumford (H. P.
1410) (L. D. 1083)

An Act Amending the Charter of
the Calais School District (H. P.
1418) (L. D. 1090)

An Act relating to the Salary of
the Judge of the Municipal Court
of Newport (H. P. 14200 (L. D. 1092y

Finally Passed

Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Convey Certain
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Interest of the State in Lands in
Penobscot County to Donald L.
Haskell, of Old Town (S. P. 412) (L.
D. 1098) :

Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Comimissioner to Convey Certain
Interest of the State in Lands in
Oxford County to Fred L. Edwards,
of Bethel (H. P. 1008) (L. D. 556)

Resolve Regulating Fishing for
Atlantic Salmon in Narraguagus
River and its Tributaries (H. P.
1412) (L. D. 1094)

Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Convey Certain
Interest of the State in Land in
Somerset County to J. Russell Mac-
Arthur, of Jackman (H. P. 1422) (L.
D. 1095) X

Were reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strietly engrossed, Bills passed to be
enacted, Resolves finally passed, all
signed by the Speaker and sent to
the Senate.

Tabled

Resolve Authorizing the Forest
Commissioner to Advertise and Sell
Certain Stumpage in the town of
Ashland (H. P. 1423) (L. D. 1096)

Mr. WILLIAMS of Clifton: Mr.
Speaker, I would like to ask that
this Resolve lay on the table until
later in the session, for the purpose
of offering an amendment.

The motion prevailed, and the
Resolve was tabled pending final
passage.
" [

Resolve for Maintenance and De-
velopment of Public Park Facilities
(H. P. 1428) (L. D. 1108)

Was reported by the Committee
on Engrossed Bills as truly and
strictly engrossed, finally passed,
signed by the Speaker and sent to
the Senate.

Orders of the Day

On motion by Mr. Bell of Thomas-
ton, the House voted to reconsider
itc action taken yesterday whereby
it passed to be engrossed H. P, 1429,
L. D. 1110, Resolve in Favor of a
Special Recess Committee to Study
All Pensions and Retirement Laws
of the State and Report to the Leg-
islature.”

Mr. Bell then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1429, I,.. D. 1110, “Resolve, in Favor
of a Special Recess Committee to
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Study All Pensions and Retirement
Laws of the State and Report to
the Legislature.”

Amend said Resolve by adding
after the word “secretary;” in the
17th line ithereof the following: ‘1
member shall be a state employee
who is a member of the retirement
system and who shall be appointed
by the president of the Maine State
Employees’ Association;’

Further amend said Resolve by
striking out in the 17th line there-
of “and 2 members” and inserting
in place thereof the following: ‘and
1 member’

House Amendment “A” was
adcopted and the Resolve was passed
to be engrossed as amended and
sent up for concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the first mat-
ter of unfinished business, House
Report “Ought not to pass” of the
Committee on Ways and Bridges on
Bill “An Act relating to the Re-
apportionment of Maintenance of
Unimproved Roads and Construc-
tion of State-Aid and Third-Class
Road Moneys” (H. P. 1104) (L. D.
788) during consideration of which
the House adjourned, the pending

question being the acceptance of
the committee report; and the
Chair recognizes the gentleman

from Bingham, Mr. Dutton.

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This meas-
ure is really a key to a whole finan-
cial problem of the Ways and
Bridges Committee. I have had the
opportunity to read what the Ways
and Bridges Committee propose by
way of these rhajor highway monies
and I "believe that their recom-
mendations fo this Legislature in
their report which they will present
soon for your consideration to give
rural communities as much as we
could hope to obtain by reporting
this measure ought to pass and
under those circumstances I move
that we accept the “Ought not to
pass” report.

The SPEAKER.: The gentleman
from Bingham, Mr. Dutton, moves
that the House accept the “Ought
not to pass’ report of the commit-
tee. Is this the pleasure of the
House?

The motion prevailed and the
“Ought not to pass’ report was ac-
cepted and sent up for concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the second
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matter of unfinished business, House
Report “Ought to pass in the same
new draft” (H. P. 1338) (L. D. 989)
of the Committee on Agriculture on
Bill “An Act to Provide a Tonnage
Tax on Commercial Fertilizer”
which was recommitted to the Com-
mittee (H. P. 1116) (L. D. 668)
tabled on April 6th by Mr. Dorsey
of Fort Fairfield, pending accept-
ance of report; and the Chair recog-
nizes that gentleman.

Mr. DORSEY: Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Presque
Isle, Mr. Brewer.

On motion by Mr. Brewer, the
“Ought to pass in the same new
draft” report of the committee was
accepted, and the Bill, having al-
ready been printed, was given its
first two readings under suspension
of the rules.

Mr. Brewer then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1338, L. D. 989, Bill “An Act to
Provide a Tonnage Tax on Com-
mercial Fertilizer.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
all after the enacting clause and
inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing:

“R. S, c. 27, §164, amended. The

5th sentence of section 164 of chap-
ter 27 of the revised statutes is
hereby amended to read as fol-
lows:
‘The person who shall file said cer-
tificate shall pay annually to the
commissioner a registration fee as
follows: 514 $20 each for the nitro-
gen and the phosphoric acid and $5
S10 each for the potash and the
magnesium contained or said to be
contained in the fertilizer, this fee
to be assessed on any brand offered
for sale, distribution, or transporta-
tion in the state’.”

On motion by Mr. Gowell of Po-
land, tabled pending adoption and
specially assigned for later in today’s
session.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the third mat-
ter of unfinished business, Bill “An
Act to Promote Public Safety with
Snow Removal or Sanding Equip-
ment” (H. P. 1452) (L. D. 1141),
tabled on April 9th by Mr. Williams
of Clifton, pending second reading;
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, as
Mr. Coombs, whose bill this orig-
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inally was, is excused for the day,
he has asked me to have this placed
on. the table and specially assighed
for tomorrow morning.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Clifton, Mr. Williams, moves
that this bill lay upon the table
pending further consideration and
be specially assigned for tomorrow.
Is this the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed, and the
matter was so tabled and so as-
signed.

The SPEAKER.:. The Chair lays
before the House the fourth matter
of unfinished business, House Re-
port “Ought to pass as amended
by Committee Amendment “A” of
the Committee on Sea and Shore
Fisheries on Bill “An Act relating
to Bounty on Seals” (H. P. 1337) (L.
. 986) tabled on April 10th by Mr.
Ames of Northport, pending mo-
tion of Mr. Carpenter of Augusta,
to indefinitely postpone; and the
Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Northport, Mr. Ames.

Mr. AMES: I have no motion to
make at this time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Au-
gusta, Mr. Carpenter.

Mr. CARPENTER: Mr. Speaker,
I understand that at the proper
time Mr. Ames will introduce an
amendment that we feel will take
care of all the objection to this
bill, so I therefore withdraw my
motion for indefinite postponement.

The SPEAKER.: Is there objection
to the withdrawal of the motion to
indefinitely postpone the bill?

The Chair hears none and the
motion is withdrawn.

Thereupon, the report of the
committee “Ought to pass as
amended by Committee Amendment
“A”, was .accepted, and the bill,
having already been printed, was
given its first two readings under
suspension of the rules.

The SPEAKER: The Clerk will
read Committee Amendment “A”,

Mr. AMES: Mr. Speaker,—

The SPEAKER: For what purpose
does the gentleman rise?

Mr. AMES: What amendment
are we voting on, Mr. Speaker?
The SPEAKER Committee

Amendment “A” is now in order,
The Clerk will read the amendment.

Committee Amendment “A” read
by the Clerk as follows:
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Committee Amendment “A” to H.
P. 1337, L. D. 986, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Bounty on Seals.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
all of section 3 thereof.

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle-
man from Northport, Mr. Ames,
wish to be heard on Committee
Amendment “A”?

Mr. AMES: Mr. Speaker, I think
I do not like that amendment at
all, and I move its indefinite post-
ponement.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Northport, Mr. Ames, moves
that Committee Amendment “A” be
indefinitely postponed. All those in
favor of the motion to indefinitely
postpone Committee Amendment
“A” will say yes; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed, and Committee

Amendment “A” was indefinitely
postponed.
Mr. Ames then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1337, L. D. 986, Bill “An Act Re-
lating to Bounty on Seals.”

Amend said Bill by inserting in
the 5th line, after the underlined
word “state” the underlined words
“except the county of York,.

The SPEAKER: The Chair will
state that the gentleman filed in
the Clerk’s office what purported
to be House Amendment “A”. It is
not the same as the amendment
that he has just sent to the Clerk’s
desk, therefore the amendment that
he has just sent to the desk will
lie upon the table pending its re-
production.

The amendment that the gentle-
man has presented, for the pur-
poses of the Record, will be House
Amendment “B”.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the first tabled
and today assigned matter, Resolve
Authorizing Purchase of Jefferson
Camps” (H. P. 1424) (L. D. 1097)
tabled on April 2nd by Mr. Peirce
of Augusta, pending first reading;
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman.

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker, T move
that this resolve be given its first
reading at this time.

The resolve had its first reading.
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Mr. Gross of Jefferson, offered
House Amendment “A” and moved
its adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1424, I,. D. 1097, “Resolve, Authoriz-
ing Purchase of Jefferson Camps.”

Amend said Resolve by striking
out in the 1st line of the last para-
graph thereof the figures “$3,800”
and inserting in place thereof the
figures ‘$1,800°. .

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the adoption of House Amend-
ment “A”,

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Portland, Mr. Harrison.

Mr. HARRISON: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: In order to
clarify the situation I would like to
give you some of the facts why the
Welfare Department feel that this
amendment offered by Dr. Gross of
Jefferson is unnecessary. In just
three minutes I shall move that we
indefinitely postpone Mr. Gross’
amendment,

There are 150 acres of land in
question. This land is owned by
Mr. Brooks Turner and the Welfare
Department pays Mr. Turner a
yearly rental of $200.

The Federal Government during
the depression set up a C. C. C.
camp and erected 26 buildings on
this land. In addition, it was neces-
sary to drill a well 242 feet deep at
a cost to the Federal Government
of $3,000. When the Federal Gov-
ernment abandoned these camps,
they turned everything over to the
State of Maine except, of course,
the land and all that legally re-
mained with the land.

In 1942 the Welfare Department
took on this project and opened a
camp for homeless men who are a
relief responsibility of the State. I
wish every member of the House
could pay a visit to Jefferson Camp.
Every member of the Welfare Com-
mittee has visited the camp and
wholeheartedly endorses the mar-
velous work being done there.

If this land is purchased, the
Welfare Department may then go
ahead and make permanent repairs.

These men, I understand, are
maintained at this camp at ap-
proximately $1.00 per day. They
have been gathered in from about
42 different boarding homes where
the cost ran as high as $14.00 per
week, or $2.00 per day. As a busi-

ness deal, you can see where we
will save the price of this land
during each year several times
over. Our ceiling purchase price is
$3800. which includes 150 acres of
land, the well which cost the Fed-
eral Government $3000. to drill and
the gravel pit which at a low es-
timate by the owner is worth $5000.

The Resolve simply authorizes the
Governcr and Council to purchase
this land at not more than $3800.
and I can assure you it will be pur-
chased for less than that amount.

I move that the amendment of-
fered by Dr. Gross of Jefferson be
postponed indefinitely.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Harrison, moves
the indefinite postponement of
House Amendment “A”.

The Chair recognizes she gentle-
man from Vassalboro, Mr, Hawes.

Mr. HAWES: Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Portland has des-
cribed the camp. I should like to
call your attention to a compari-
son of costs at Jefferson camp and
the other State institutions.

For illustration, at the Men’s Re-
formatory the costs for the same
operation-—food, clothes, profession-
al services—was $68,305, approxi-
mately. At Jefferson it was $33,-
948, with an average of 125 persons
at Jefferson and 66 at the Re-
formatory, about four times per in-
dividual greater than at Jefferson.

As you may have noticed, there
are three other proposals pending,
concerning the State Prison, the
Women’s Reformatory, and still
another at Pownal. In the case of
the Reformatory at Skowhegan, it
calls for 80 acres at a price of
$3.000; at Jefferson it is 150 acres
with a selling price of $3,800. At
Pownal the Governor is given au-
thority to buy such land as is nec-
essary, no price given.

Adoption of this
would jeopardize the State’s in-
vestment of $40,000. We are oper-
ating under an annual lease, and if
he so desired, the owner could ter-
minate it at the end of the year and
tell the State to take its buildings
and go where it pleased. It seems
rather foolish, in my opinion, to
jeopardize our investment in this
proposition which has proven its
value for the possibility of saving
a couple of thousand dollars. Of
course the amendment should be
rejected.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Jeffer-
son, Mr. Gross.

amendment
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Mr. GROSS: Mr. Speaker, I had
aot intended to get up but if you
will remember on the 28th day of
February, using this very resolve
as a wedge and example, I received
the courtesy of this body to intro-
duce by unanimous consent a bill
authorizing the State of Maine to
take this property at a fair” figure
through exercising the right of
eminent domain.

In defense of myself and the prop-
osition of that day, I feel I must
rise at this time. I agree with every-
thing the two previous speakers
have said about the value to this
State of that institution and I
would be the last person in this
House or in this State to want to
see my town lose what we feel is a
valuable asset to it. However, I must
still take my stand on my original
contention that the value mention-
ed by the gentleman from Portland
is a questionable one and we do not
feel it is a drue one. He mentioned
the well. Legal opinion is divided as
to the matter of a well. The fact
remains the well did not cost Mr.
Turner one cent; he has never had
any use from it. The Federal Gov-
ernment operated it in their in-
terests and upon transfer the State
took it over and if it were not for
some individual or some organiza-
tion, such as the Jefferson Camp,
it would thave been lost in its en-
tirety because of the cost of using
it for private purposes. Concerning
ithe gravel pit, to my knowledge, up
until the time this resolve was in-
troduced at least, no soundings had
been made as to the amount of
gravel on that piece of property and
it is the opinion of the people who
have gone there to get a load of
gravel or sand, for some small pur-
pose, there is an adequate amount
but there is not any amount to the
value of the owner’s claim which
could be possibly operated on a
comimercial basis and, gentlemen,
the Highway Department surveyed
that land for the Welfare Depart-
ment in drawing the lines for this
purchase and if the value of gravel
was there and knowing the need for
gravel under the program of the
Highway Department, I do not be-
lieve they would have passed up an
opportunity to determine whether
there was a lot of gravel there that
they could use.

There has been one other point
brought up and that is the fear that
in the due process of exercising the
right of eminent domain, the county
commissioners, under whose author-
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ity the appraisal of the property
would come, might award Mr. Tur-
ner more than $3800. If the value is
there and it were proven to me by
county commissioners or anybody
else, that this land was wornth $3800
or $38,000, T would stand here and
fight for the benefit of Mr. Turner
just as much as I am fighting for
what I think is the right of the tax
payers of the State of Maine.

I merely put this amendment in
to give the Governor and Council
an opportunity to choose between an
offer of what we feel is a fair figure,
taking everything in consideration
and exercising the right you have
given them to take the property by
eminent domain. Therefore, I must
take the stand that I hope the
motion of the gentleman from Port-
land does not prevail and I believe
that in all fairness to this State and
to Mr. Turner it should be left in
impartial hands.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from South
Portland, Mr. Lord.

Mr, LORD: Mr. Speaker, being a
member of this committee, I want
to assure the House that the com-
mittee have given it careful con-
sideration. They have visited the
camp, this group have visited Mr.
Turner to try to get a better price.
We realize that the price is high
but to protect the investment of the
State we feel that it is not too high.
However, the bill provides that the
Governor and Council shall not pay
more than $3800. That leaves them
the chance to buy it for the best
price they can get it for. I believe
we can safely leave it in the hands
of the Governor and Council.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bethel,
Mr. Boyker.

Mr. BOYKER: Mr. Speaker, I
want to state to you from my own
knowledge that if this amendment
is adopted we will have to take that
land by eminent domain, which I
don’t believe is the right thing to
do.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Harrison, that
the amendment be indefinitely
postponed.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Corinth, Mr. Elliott.

Mr. ELLIOTT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: As a mem-
ber of the Welfare Committee I
want to go on record as favoring
the motion of Mr. Harrison that
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this amendment be indefinitely
postponed. We visited the camp
and I am sure that everyone Iis
agreed that it is a wonderful in-
stitution for taking care of the
people. The State has a large in-
vestment there and I believe that
the cheapest way that they can ac-
quire it is by having this bill go
through limiting the price to $3800.

I realize according to the reports
that have been made that the gen-
tleman who now owns the land ac-
quired it at a small price, neverthe-
less I feel he is sitting in the
driver’s seat and the cheapest way
we can obtain the land is the best
investment for the State of Maine

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Hodgdon,
Mr. Corson.

Mr. CORSON: Mr. Speaker: As a
member of the Welfare Committee
we unanimously decided to ' oppose
Mr. Harrison’s offer to the State of
the land. Now, we must consider
several things in this matter. There
are one hundred and thirty old
men there and many of them are
able to do some work and if this
land is acquired right away, im-
mediately the manager can make
needed improvements to these
buildings which are in need of im-
provement. They can improve them
so that they will be a fine residence
and warmer and better all around
as a home for indigent men. An-
other reason is, if we hold this mat-
ter up for proceedings under the
right of eminent domain, we are
liable to become involved in some
law activity. If we get involved in
law in this, we know the lawyers
will get more than the $3800 in
order to carry it to a conclusion, so
for that reason I believe we should
uphold Mr. Harrison’s motion.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Harrison, that
House Amendment “A” be indefi-
nitely postponed. All those in favor
of the motion will say yes; those
opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed, and House
Amendment “A” was indefinitely
postponed, and the resolve was as-
signed for second reading this af-
ternoon.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the second tabled
and today assigned matter, Majori-
ty Report “Ought not to pass” and

Minority Report “Ought to pass in
new draft” (H. P. 1453) (L. D. 1154)
of the Committee on Judiciary on
Bill “An Act Creating a Board of
Examiners for Electricians (H. P.
1303) (L. D. 948) tabled on April
6th by Mr. Connellan of Portland,
pending acceptance of either re-
port; and the Chair recognizes that
gentleman.

Mr. CONNELLAN: Mr., Speaker,
I move the acceptance of the min-
ority report “Ought to pass in new
draft”.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Portland, Mr. Connellan,
moves the acceptance of the min-
ority “Ought to pass in new draft”
report of the committee? Is this
the pleasure of the House.

Calls of “No”.

The SPEAKER: All those in fav-
or of the motion will say yes; those
opposed now.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail.

Thereupon, majority report,
“Ought not to pass” was accepted
and sent up for concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the third
tabled and today assigned matter,
House Report “Ought not to pass”
of the Committee on Inland Fish-
eries and Game on Bill “An Act
Relating to Close Time on Deer in
the Counties of Hancock and Wash-
ington, (H. P. 1131) (L. D. 678)
tabled on April 6th by Mr. Morrison
of Winter Harbor, pending accept-
ance of the report; and the Chair
recoghizes the gentleman.

Mr. MORRISON: Mr. Speaker, I
move to substitute the bill for the
report and in support of that mo-
tion I would like to remind the
members of the House that they
had a law permitting 15 days hunt-
ing in December for sixteen years
and in 1939 when this law was re-
pealed the records show that Han-
cock and Washington counties at
that time had more deer than any
other two counties in the State.

Under the provisions of this bill
we are asking for ten days in De-
cember which would entitle us to
the same amount of days as Aroos-
tock and Penobscot Counties. It has
been suggested that we could take
our ten days in October and still be
on the same basis as Aroostook and
Penobscot Counties but inasmuch
as the weather is not cold encugh
for the meat to keep in the month
of November, let alone the month
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of October, this would create a
waste in many cases where deer are
shot and not reported.

Another reason why we would
like this ten days in December is
that seldom is there any snow in
November and a good many deer
are wounded and go and die that
probably would be caught if there
was snow to take up their tracks.
It is our belief that this present law
is not saving our deer but we be-
lieve that many are lost that would
be caught if we had the snow to
track them on. For these reasons I
again move substitution of the bill
for the report.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Winter Harbor, Mr. Morrison,
moves that the bill be substituted
for the “Ought not to pass” report
of the committee. All those in favor
of the motion will say yes: those
opposed no. .

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed, and the bill, hav-
ing already been printed, had its
first two readings under suspension
of the rules, and was assigned for
third reading this afternoon.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the fourth
tabled and today assigned matter,
Senate Report “Ought to pass with
Committee Amendment “A” of the
Committee on Public Health on Bill
“An Act Amending the Control
of Venereal Diseases (S. P. 211) (L.
D. 473) which came from the Sen-
ate passed to be engrossed as
amended; in the House tabled on
April 9th by Mr. Perkins of Booth-
bay Harbor, pending acceptance of
report; and the Chair recognizes
that gentleman.

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: I do not
know where they get the idea that
I am opposed to what the Depart-
ment of Health and Welfare is try-
ing to do. I have the greatest sym-
pathy for their purpose but what
I object to is the mechanics by
}ntrhich they attempt to accomplish
it.

The present law is if they wish to
examine g person infected by vene-
real disease the department may
file a petition with the court and
get an order for examination of
that person. I have no objection
to that procedure but what they
now seek to do in this bill is amend
the law so that the bureau or any
of its agents may take a person off
the street on their own hook with-
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out a warrant or anything else and
if they don’t want to take the ex-
amination place them in quaran-
tine at a concentration camp and
then the party who is placed in
quarantine has got to petition the
court himself. That sort of law,
Mr. Speaker and members of the
House, does not obtain in free
America. There is no agent of the
State who can take the humblest
citizen off the street and confine
him forcibly and against his will
for any purpose until he has a war-
rant.

I move this bill and amendment
be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Augusta,
Mr. Peirce.

Mr. Peirce: Mr. Speaker, I would
like to make a few brief remarks
upon the motion of the gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor. This bill
was given a very thorough hearing
in committee at which interested
parties were present. Representa-
tives of the Maine Medical Associa-
tion went on record in favor of the
bill, Judge Peterson, President of
the Maine Municipal Judges Asso-
ciation, said that the bill improved
the existing law. Now those of vou
who have read newspaper accounts
released by the Army and Navy
know that there has been an alarm-
ing increase in venereal disease in-
stances in the State of Maine dur-
ing the war years. It is up to us
as guardians of the health and wel-
fare of the State of Maine to see
that venereal disease does not
spread, and we are guardians under
the authority of the constitution
to see that venereal disease does
not spread even more. One of the
best things that we can do is to
enact this bill which has the ap-~
proval of the Maine Medical Asso-
ciation and the Municipal Judges.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Per-
kins, to indefinitely postpone the
bill. All those in favor of the mo-
tion will say yes; contrary minded,
no.

A viva voce vote being doubted,

A division of the House was had.

Seventy having voted in the af-
firmative, and 31 in the negative,
the motion prevailed, and the bill
was indefinitely postponed in non-
concurrence and sent up for concur-
rence.

Mr. WARD of Millinocket: Mr.
Speaker, in view of the fact that
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we have only seven items remaining
on today’s calendar, and that there
are a humber of meetings between
now and two o’clock, I move that
we recess until two o’clock.

The motion prevailed, and the
House so recessed.

APTER RECESS—2:00 P. M.
The House was called to order by
the Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the fifth tabled
and today assigned matter, Bill “An
Act Relating to Fees of Town Clerks
for Fishing and Hunting Licenses”
(H. P. 988) (L. D. 588) tabled on
April 9th by Mr. True of Rangeley,
pending assignment for third read-
ing.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Millinocket, Mr. Ward.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Rangeley, Mr. True,
was obliged to go over to Portland
this noon and he has requested me
to move that this matter be re-
tabled and reassigned for tomorrow.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Millinocket, Mr. Ward, moves
that this bill be retabled pending
assignment for third reading and
be specially assigned for tomorrow.
Is this the pleasure of the House?

The motion prevailed, and the bill
was so tabled and so assigned.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the gixth

tabled and today assighed matter, .

Bill “An Act Relating to Small
Claims” (H. P. 241) (L. D. 92) which
came from the Senate passed to be
engrossed as amended by Senate
Amendment “A” (L. D, 1125) in
non-concurrence, and in the House
tabled on April 10th by Mr. Jacobs
of Auburn, pending further con-
sideration; and the Chair recog-
nizes that gentleman.

On motion by Mr, Jacobs, the
House voted to reconsider its action
whereby the bill was passed to be
engrossed.

Senate Amendment “A”, which
was printed L. D. 1125, was read
by the Clerk as follows:

Senate Amendment “A” to Bill
“An Act Relating to Small Claims”
(H. P. 241) (L. D. 92)

Bill, “An Act Relating to Small
Claims” (House Paper 241; Legis-
lative Document 92) is hereby
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amended by striking out Sections 2
to 20 inclusive and substituting in
place thereof the following:

‘Sec. 2. Procedure established.
There is hereby established a simple,
speedy, and informal procedure
which a plaintiff or his authorized
attorney may pursue in an action
commenced before a justice of a
municipal court for the determina-
tion of a small claim. Such pro-
cedure shall be alternative and not
exclusive.

Sec. 3. Process. A plaintiff or
his authorized attorney hereunder
shall state the substance of his
claim to the justice or clerk of the
municipal court having jurisdiction
thereof who shall briefly record the
notice of the claim and set a date
for hearing. The plaintiff or his
authorized attorney shall at the
same time pay an entry fee of $1.75.

Sec. 4. Disposition of fees. Of
the. amount of the entry fee the
justice shall be allowed the sum of
$1 for his services, 25¢ to be used
for postage for notice to the de-
fendant, 25¢ for the use of the town
in which the court is established
and 25¢ for the clerk of the court,
provided that in towns where there
is no clerk of the municipal court
in addition to the $1 the justice
shall be allowed 25c¢ for his services
as such clerk,

Sec. 5. Limitation of number of
claims, No person shall be permit-
ted to enter in any one court more
than 5 small claims in any one week
nor more than 20 small claims in
any one month.

. Sec. 6. Notice to defendant. The
Justice shall cause notice of the
claim and the substance thereof to
be given to the defendant by send-
ing a written statement to the de-
fendant by postpaid registereed mail
addressed to the defendant at his
last known post office address and
directing the defendant to appear
at a time and place of hearing,
which shall be not less than 14
days from the date said notice is
mailed to defendant. Return re-
ceipt showing that defendant has
received the statement shall con-
stitute an essential part of the
service. If the service cannot be
effected by registered mail as afore-
said, then the court mav direct
that service on the defendant be
izompleted as in all other actions at
aw.

. Sec. 7. Judgment. At the hear-
ing, the technical rules of evidence
shall not apply but the justice may
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admit any evidence he deems ma-
terial and proper. Judgment shall
be entered for the prevailing party
and if the plaintiff recover, his
costs shall be awarded to him In
addition to the judgment in his be-
half. In awarding judgment the
justice may provide for payment
thereof in instalments. The court
shall render judgment for the plain-
tiff when the defendant fails to ap-
pear pursuant to said notice.

Sec. 8. Proceedings after judg-
ment. All proceedings subsequent
to the rendition of judgment shall
follow the practice and procedure
now provided for.”

Thereupon, Senate Amendment
“A” was adopted and the bill was
passed to be engrossed as amended
in concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the seventh
tabled and today assigned matter,
Bill “An Act Relating to Keeping
Certain Animals Confined” (H. P.
1426) (L. D. 1106), which in the
House was read the third time, ta-
bled on April 10th by Mr. True of
Rangeley, pending the motion of
Mr. Williams of Auburn, to in-
definitely postpone.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Millinocket, Mr. Ward.

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, by the
request of the gentleman from
Rangeley, Mr. True, I move that
this matter be tabled and specially
assigned for tomorrow.

The motion prevailed, and the
bill was so tabled and so assigned.

The SPEAKER: The members will
find on their desks the supplemental
House calendar for today.

The Chair now lays before the
House the eighth tabled and today
assigned matter, Majority Report
“Ought not to pass” and Minority
Report “Ought to pass” of the Com-~
mittee on Labor on Bill “An Act re-
lating to Minimum Wages and
Maximum Hours” (H. P. 1301) (L.
D. 946) tabled on April 11th by Mr.
Renouf of Biddeford, pending ac-
ceptance of either report; and the
Chair recognizes that gentleman.

Mr. RENOUF: Mr. Speaker, I
move the acceptance of the minor-
ity “Ought to pass” report of the
Committee.

The enactment by Congress of
the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938, establishing minimum wages
and hours for all employers engag-
ed in interstate commerce did not
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result in closing down any of our
industries but has promoted em-
ployment instead.

Shortly after the Fair Labor
Standards Act was passed by Con-
gress, the Fifth National Conference
on. Labor Legislation, called by .the
Department of Labor and represent-
ing 42 States adopted a model form
of state law based on the Federal
Act and this bill presented by me
embodies this model form in great

part.

This Bill proposes the establish-
ment of a minimum wage and hour
law in the State of Maine and fur-
ther, to provide for the general wel-
fare and to protect the health, ef-
ficlency and general well-being of
the workers in the State by provid-
ing for the elimination of wage and
hour standards detrimental to the
health, efficiency and general well-
being of workers, to prescribe mini-
mum wage ahd maximum hour
standards and to provide for the
further determination and estab-
lishment of minimum wage by in-
dustry; to provide for enforcement
of such provisions and to prescribe
the powers and duties of the Com-
missioner of Labor under this Act;
to prescribe penalties for violations
of this Act or of orders or regula-
tions of the Commissioner author-
ized hereunder and to repeal such
laws as are specifically provided for
in this Act.

If this bill is enacted into law
it does not compel anyone to pay
anything to anybody but it does
mean that if anyone hires a work-
er to work for him then he must
comply with the requirements of
this Act.

I believe that the police powers
of the State are broad enough to
permit the enactment of such leg-
islation and if this Legislature
deems this type of legislation is
good for the promotion of the
health, efficiency and welfare of the
workers of our State then it should
take such action for the benefit of
all concerned.

. Most all of the states in the Un-
ion have adopted laws regulating
hours of work or establishing mini-
mum rates of pay and have adopt-
ed Child Labor laws. It must be
recognized that the situation of the
lower income wage and salary work-
ers upon whom the increase in cost
of living has fallen with dispro-
portionate severity, has remained
unsatisfactory under the wartime
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economy. This situation deserves
your most careful consideration as
we pass from war to peace.

The National War Labor Board
by general order, has provided that
wage increases voluntarily made by
the employer up to 50 cents per
hour do not require prior approval.
The Board cannot issue general
orders requiring employers not be-
fore the Board to increase their
wages. The Board’s capacity to cor-
rect substandards is still further
narrowed by the fact that there are
multitudes of people at the very low
income level who are not under the
Board’s jurisdiction at all. The
school teachers, the clergymen, the
State, County and City officials, the
policemen, firemen, the dependent
mother of the soldier boy with her
scant $37.00 per month, the widow
living off the proceeds of her hus-
band’s insurance policy and the old
age pensioner.

These unorganized workers must
not become the forgotten men and
women of cur war economy. .

For the most part the economic
status of the “unorganized workers”
referred to above can be improved
only by legislative action, chiefly
on the part of local or State gov-
ernments.

There are other millions of low
paid wage earners whose cases,
while falling under the War Labor
Board juridiction, never reach the
Board and whose prospects for eco-
nomic advancement are not favor-
able. 'Their status could be most
rapidly and effectively improved by
increasing the wage requirements
of the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Quite apart from the considerations
of equity which are here involved,
we suggest that legislative action
of the sort here mentioned could
produce a very large effect oh the
aggregate of incomes if it should
be concluded at any time that na-
tional economic policy calls for in-
creasing the level of consumer in-
ccmes.

In sponsoring this measure, I
hope that this Legislature will view
it on the basis of a non-partisan
bill, as it will affect more people
of the majority party than those
of the minority party. It is offered
at this time more or less on the
basis of a post-war economic mea-
sure, thus assuring the unorganized
workers of the State an income
comparable to these of our people
engaged in our major industries
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covered by the Fair Labor Stand-
ards Act.

Because of the enhanced pur-
chasing power of those people as
would be affected by the favorable
passage of this bill, the farmers all
over the State would enjoy higher
prices for the farm products that
they bring to market. It is a well-
known fact that when the workers
earn high wages, the farmers en-
joy greater prosperity and when the
economic purchasing power of the
worker is decreased, the farmer
suffers in proportion.

At the public hearing held in the
Hall of the House, there was not
very much opposition offered to the
bill, except that, offered by the
Hcnorable Mayor of the City of
Augusta, Mr. ¥Fogg, who as an op-
ponent of the bill offered the fol-
lowing statement: That he had a
woman working for him as a sec-
retary in his cffice and that he was
paying her less than 40 cents per
hour and he felt that he was pay-
ing her all she was worth to him.

For a man in his position and
further acting as Legislative Coun-
sel for the Associated Industries, I
believe that a statement like the
above is just why such legislation
is necessary to combat the evil of
such narrow-minded employers.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf, moves
the acceptance of the minority
“Ought to pass” report.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Rumford, Mr. Poulin.

Mr. POULIN: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: As one of
the members of the committee that
voted “Qught not to pass”, I would
like to explain my position and the
position of some of the members of
the committee. We feel, at this
time we are already covered by the
Federal Wage and Hour Act, and,
as Maine is not a very largely in-
dustrialized state, there was no
need of establishing a statewide
Wage and Hour Commission. No
figures were given as to what it
go%ld cost to do a thing of that

ind.

Although there wasn’t much op-
position to this bill, before the com-
mittee, just as I have explained,
we felt 1t was inexpedient at this
time to put a law on this subject
matter onto the books. For that
reason, before I make a motion—
I was out when the gentleman from
Biddeford (Mr. Renouf) spoke, I
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would like to know what his mo-
tion is?

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf, to ac-
cept the minority, “Cught to pass,”
report of the committee.

Mr. POULIN: For that reason,
Mr. Speaker, I hope that the mo-
tion to accept the minority report
of the committee will not prevail.

The SPEAKER.: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf, that
the House accept the minority
“QOught to pass” report of the com-
mittee. All those in favor of the
motion will say yes; those opposed
no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion did not prevail

The SPEAKER: The question
now is on the acceptance of the
majority “Ought not to pass” re-
port of the committee. All those
in favor will say yes; those op-
posed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the
motion prevailed, and the majority
report, “Ought not to pass” was ac-
cepted and sent up for concurrence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before ithe House the ninth
tabled and today assigned matter,
House Report “Ought to pass in
new draft under new title” of the
Committee on State Lands and
Forest Preservation, on Resolve
Authorizing the Forest Commis-
sioner to Convey Certain Interest of
the State in Land in Aroostook
County to Maxine Albert, of
Frenchville, (H. P. 347) (L. D. 154),
the new title being “Resolve
Authorizing the Forest Commis-
sioner to Convey Certain Interest
of the State in Land in Piscataquis
County to Harry Greenleaf, of Nor-
way (H. P. 1474) tabled on April
11th by Mr. Morneault of Fort Kent,
pending acceptance of report; and
the Chair recognizes that gentle-
man.

On motion by Mr. Morneault that
“Ought to pass in new draft under
new title” report of the committee
was accepted and the new draft was
%ﬁlmblled for printing under the Joint

ules.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the tenth tabled
and today assigned matter, Re-
solve Authorizing the Forest Com-
missioner to Advertise and Sell Cer-
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tain Stumpage in the Town of Ash-
land (H. P. 1423) (. D. 1096)
tabled on April 11th by Mr. Wil-
liams of Clifton, pending final
passage; and the Chair recognizes
that gentleman.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House, for the pur-
pose of later introducing an amend-
ment which was recommended by
the Committee on State Lands and
Forest Presrvation, I would now
ask that the House reconsider its
action whereby it passed this re-
solve to be engrossed.

The SPEAKER: For the purpose
of offering an amendment, the
gentleman from <Clifton, Mr, Wil-
liams, moves that the House re-
consider its action, under suspen-
sion of the rules, whereby this re-
solve was passed to be engrossed.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. Williams then offered House
Amendment “A” and moved its
adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to H. P.
1423, L. D. 1096, “Resolve Author-
izing the Forest Commissioner to
Advertise and Sell Certain Stump-
age in the Town of Ashland.”

Amend said Resolve by striking
out all of the last paragraph there-
of and inserting in place thereof
the following:

‘Resolved: That the proceeds of
such sale shall constitute a fund
to be used by a special legislative
joint committee for the purpose of
studying public reserved lots in the

state.’

On motion by Mr. Rolling of
Greenville, the amendment was
tabled pending adoption, and
specially assigned for tomorrow
morning.

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays
before the House the eleventh tabled
and today assigned matter, House
Amendment “A” to Bill “An Act to
Provide a Tonnage Tax on Com-
mercial Fertilizer” (H. P. 1338) (L.
D. 998) which bill has already been
read twice, and tabled on April 11th
by Mr. Gowell of Poland, pending
adoption; and the Chair recognizes
that gentleman. .

Mr. GOWELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise
to question a point of order. This
morning I had not had the amend-
ment for some reason; it got lost
in the maze in my desk, and after
reading the amendment, I had a
question which I believe it would
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be pertinent to raise at this time.
The subject matter before us is a
bill, “An Act to Provide a Tonnage
Tax on Commercial Fertilizer.” The
amendment, as proposed by the
Representative from Presque Isle,
Mr. Brewer, is an amendment which
proposes to double the present ar-
rangement whereby we raise the
money through license fees.

The question I wish to ask is: Is
this amendment germane to the sub-
ject, namely, “An Act to Provide
a Tonnage Tax on Commercial
Fertilizer”?

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
may question the germaneness of
the amendment, and he may debate
the question if he cares to, restrict-
ing his debate only to the question
of germaneness. -

Mr. GOWELL: Mr. Speaker, the
amendment reads this way: “The
5th sentence of section 164 of chap-
ter 27 of the revised statutes is
hereby amended to read as follows:

“The person who shall file said
certificate shall pay annually to the
commissioner a registration fee as
follows: $i¢ $20. each for the nitro-
gen and the phosphoric acid and
35 $10 each for the potash and the
magnesium contained or said to be
contained in the fertilizer, this fee
to be assessed on any brand offered
for_ sale, distribution, or transpor-
tation in the state.” The $10 is
deleted in the amendment and $20
substituted “each for the nitrogen
and phosphoric acid,” and $10 in-
stead of $5 ‘“each for the potash
and the magnesium contained or
said to be contained in the fertilizer,
this fee to be assessed on any brand
offered for sale, distribution, or
transportation in the state.”

This seems to me not to pertain
to a fertilizer tax, as the title of
the bill would indicate. I just ask
for a ruling on it.

The SPEAKER: Is there any fur-
their discussion on the point of
order that has just been raised?

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer.

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, as I
offered this amendment, I would
like to argue that I can see no
difference, whether this tax is col-
lected by tonnage or whether this
tax is collected by a registration
fee. The company, directly, pays it.
Indirectly, I suppose, the consumer
pays it; they pass it along. I see
no difference. It is a_question of a
technicality. I certainly would ques-
tion other bills that have recently
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gone through as to germaneness
to the subject.

I would say, for those who might
be interested, my amendment mere-
ly doubles the old formula rate.
Originally the fertilizer companies
filed; for every formula they filed,
a registration fee was collected.
About 90% of the formulas — pos-
sibly not 90%, but a good many of
them—have bheen cut down through
this war, so that money enough was
not received by the Department of
Agriculture to carry on the inspec-
tion work.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
must confine himself to arguing the
germaneness, not to a history of
the legislation.

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, I
think I have said about all I can
to cover the mafter. In other words,
the only question, to my mind, is
the tax. Either way, it is merely a
nﬁcmtter of how to place it. That is
all.

The SPEAKER: Any further dis-
cussion? The Chair recognizes Mr.
Ela of Anson.

Mr. ELA: Mr. Speaker, I do be-
lieve that this amendment is ger-
mane to the title. You could quibble
about whether you ought to find
out how much tonnage there was,
or not. I think this is a sincere
effort to take care of—

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
rthust confine his argument only to
the question of germaneness at this
point.

Mr. ELA: Mr. Speaker, I think
the brands do refer to the tonnage
which is actually produced and sold
in this State.

The SPEAKER: The House may
be at ease. The Chair wishes to
make a formal ruling in writing for
the record.

House at Ease
310. P. M.

The House was called to order
by the Speaker.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Poland,
Mr. Gowell.

Mr. GOWELL: I wish at the
present time to withdraw my re-
quest for ruling in regard to the
germaneness of the amendment in
question on the bill to provide a
‘lopnnage tax on commercial ferti-
izer.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
has the right to withdraw the ques-
tion he has raised on a point of or-
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der. The question is now on the
adoption of the amendment.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Poland, Mr. Gowell.

Mr. GOWELL: Mr, Speaker and
Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives: In order that I may
clear up one or two points, I wish
to emphatically state at the pres-
ent time that while it has been
suggested that I work for a ferti-
lizer company in the State of Maine
and that is exactly where I obtain
my livelihocod as an employee of a
fertilizer comnany, yet at the pres-
ent time I do not receive a cent of
salary or expenses or money in any
way from a fertilizer company be-
cause when I came to this 92nd
Legislature I asked for and was
granted a leave of absence in or-
der that T might work in the Leg-
islature from the standpoint of a
free man.

I want it further understood that
at the present time because of the
few brands of fertilizer that are
being put out by the various fer-
tilizer manufacturers of the Statfe
of Maine, there is to be in the cur-
rent fiscal year a deficiency from
the amount that is required to car-
ry on our fertilizer analysis in-
spection. In the present fiscal year
it will probably be necessary for the
Department. of Agriculture, in or-
der to make their inspections to
ask for a special amount of money
to be taken out of the general ap-
propriation to cover the cost of this
year’s inspection. It has already
been determined that there will
not be enough money and it will
have to come from somewhere;
there are no provisions whereby it
can be taken from any source
whatever. The provisions of this
amendment do not become opera-
tive until 90 days after the adjourn-
ment of this Legislature because
this is not an emergency measure.

With those few words I wish to
read, to save time, the few notes
that I have prepared in regard to
the amendment and the fertilizer
tax measure in general. Let me say
as a preface that at the present
time there is only one state in the
United States that has no regula-
tions regarding a registration tax
on fertilizer. There are nineteen
states in this union that have a
brand and tonnage tax and twenty-
nine, of which the nineteen are a
part, have a tonnage tax alone.
These tonnage taxes range from six
cents in Magsachusetts and Con-
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necticut to fifty cents per ton in
Tennessee so that the matter of
tax on commercial fertilizer for de-
fraying the expenses connected
with them and this bill that is now
before us is not a new bill but for
the purpose of setting up a fund to
be used by the Bureau of Inspec-
tion in the Department of Agri-
culture in order that they will be
able to carry on the fertilizer in-
spection work in the State of Maine.
All of the fertilizer companies op-
erating in Maine have, up until
this time, been required to pay a
license fee of $25.00 for each
brand mentioned, or about that
amount.

While I do not believe that the
license fee was heavy, and I do
want to repeat that while I do not
believe this license fee was heavy,
since the beginning of the war and
due te wartime restrictions, the fer-
tilizer manufacturers have found it
necessary to sharply curtail the
number of brands the individual
company puts out; in fact it is al-
most cut in half. Two years ago a
bill, somewhat similar to this one,
although in some respects quite dif-
ferent, was introduced by the De-
partment of Agriculture but failed
to pass. The deficit caused by the
certification of brands had to be
taken out of the general appropria-
tion and this is where it became
evident that some provision had to
be made for the providing of the
deficit and it was decided that the
fertilizer industry should carry its
own load and bear the expense of
these inspections. Nobody question-
ed but what the fertilizer inspec-
tion work of the Department of
Agriculture is absolutely necessary,
not only for the protection of the
farmers who buy fertilizer but for
the protection of the large manu-
facturers that there shall not be a
manufacturer in the State of Maine
who will not live up very largely to
the provisions of the law.

I wish also to state at this time,
and that very definitely, that this
present bill did not originate with
the Department of -Agriculture.
Two years ago a similar bill did
originate with the Department of
Agriculture, nor was it sponsored
by the Department of Agriculture,
There is no question but what it
would be possible to double the li-
censing fee as provided by the
amendment submitted to you this
morning but this method does not
seem to be as fair a method as does
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the method which is proposed by
the bill and which I think is fair.
Under the licensing method,
every company pays a flat sum for
each brand manufactured. When
this license fee is paid the company
may manufacture ten ton or 10,000
tons of one brand for the same
$25.00 or $50.00 license fee, as the
case may be, and that is all they
have to pay for either brand,
whether they manufacture ten ton
or 10,000, $25.00 under the old law,
approximately, or $50.00 under the
new amendment. Take the $25.00
for example, which is approximate-
ly the present law, the company
may manufacture in the State of

Maine but three brands and even .

though they sell 50,000 tons during
the year, the total license fee is
$75.00 or thereabouts. On the other
hand, a company operating in a_di-
versified farming area and finding
it necessary because of the condi-
tions to which they must cater,
might find it necessary to manu-
facture as much as twelve brands
and must pay $300.00 even though
they do sell but fifty tons of ferti-
lizer in the single year as a total.

In this connection I would like to
add that frequently farmers want
special brands and although this
means only a small tonnage, it costs
the fertilizer company a $25.00 fee
and I doubt if these special requests
would be granted if the fee should
be increased. The orchards some-
times want special brands. The man
who particularly wishes to have a
certain kind of tree fertilizer or a
particular brand, only a small ton-
nage of each brand, it costs the
regular registration fee for the
privilege of selling to these com-
panies, as perhaps a special fee of
$25.00 isn’t very much and conse-
quently we most always would be
willing, if the company is requested,
the manufacturers have been will-
ing to grant the request, but if the
registration fee is double, it is a
questicn whether a man who wants
five or six tons would get it. Under
the tax system each manufacturer
reports the tonnage of fertilizer
sold in Maine in a year and pays a
tax and this is what is specified in
the present bill and according to
the total tonnage which they man-
ufacture sells during the current
year.

This information, and I want this
to be clearly understood. too, goes
only to the Department of Agri-
culture, is strictly confidential and
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no injustice is suffered by anyone.
I would predict that if the bill as
presented is passed the license fee
would be abolished by some future
legislation and the necessary reve-
nue to carry on this fertilizer in-
spection would probably be derived
from a tonnage tax alone.

It is interesting to note at present
that this bill as it was written was
given an unanimous “Ought to pass”
report, was sent back by the Com-
mittee on Agriculture to this House
with an “Ought to pass” report and
for some reason was returned to

the Committee on Agriculture and
‘for the second time.

It is very evi-
dent the Committee on Agriculture
felt the bill met adequately all the
present needs and is a fair basis
for obtaining the desired revenue.
Therefore, they reported it out of
committee “Ought to pass”.

As a consequence of this history
and of the nature of the tax I
sincerely hope that this bill as writ-
ten will pass the House and that
the motion to accept the amend-
ment will not be supported by this
House. I thank you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Presque
Isle, Mr. Brewer.

Mr. BREWER: Mr, Speaker, I
think Mr. Gowell has presented a
very able talk, Whichever way the
tax happens to run it has merits
and demerits but I would point out
to you that under the way that Mr.
Gowell suggests the bill go you are
taxed on a ton basis which to my
mind again is unfair because a good
many companies put out a concen-
trated fertilizer and they in turn
would put up two tons for a ton
unit for a one-half of the three
cents which a fellow putting out
one ton would pay three cents for.
Now there wasn’t any opposition to
this bill when presented because at
that time the differences had not
been ironed out, we knew we had
opposition but after the bill had
come out of the committee we found
a solution whereby wunder the
amendment no objection whatso-
ever was raised.

. You may ask why there is oppo-
sition to a tonnage tax. For Some
unknown reason the fertilizer com-
panies do not care to divulge the
tonnage sold. Somebody asked me
if there was something that had
not ought to be done, the way they
were conducting their business. but
I do not see it that way. We all
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have secrets of our own professions
which we do not care to tell the
other fellows. I contacted all the
fertilizer companies in Aroostook
County before I arrived at a solu-
tion that would satisfy everyone.
Every company I contacted said
that they would prefer not to di-
vulge their tonnage. If we needed
the money, they felt we were justi-
fied, in carrying on the work of the
Department of Agriculture, in put-
ting on a license fee when they
filed their formulas, but they did
not want it on a tonnage tax.

For that reason in Aroostook
County, where eighty per cent or
more, probably eighty-five or ninety
per cent, of the fertilizer sold in the
State of Maine is sold, those com-
panies as you say objected to it
and we are willing to go along on
that basis, but we object to the
tonnage tax too.

Now I think, if my memory does
not fail me, possibly $3500. of money
is involved, and it is not a question
of which is right or wrong, but the
question to my mind is which is
the nicer way to get this money
to carry on the work of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture: under a license
fee to which nobody objects or a
tonnage tax which most of us in
the delegation are opposed to. We
were fortunate enough two years
ago to kill just such a bill. Now
in view of all these things I wish
you would just remember one thing,
the Department of Agriculture
needs the money. We in the appro-
priation comimittee are anxious to
see them get the money. We can
get the money under this amend-
ment, where to my knowledge out-
side of Mr. Gowell there is not any
chjection whatever from the ferti-
lizer companies or us in Aroostook
County and I remember that we
paid last year a potato tax of $187,-
000 at one cent a barrel on potatoes
we sold. Somehow or other we just
don’t like the sound of that word
“tax”, T-A-X, and that is what it
means to us. Under my amendment
you can get the money but the
other, the tonnage tax, the fifty
cents a ton, which I pointed out to
you, is unfair, and "the {fertilizer
companies do not want it. There
certainly will be objections and I
hope that my motion for the com-
mittee amendment will prevail.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Lime-
stone, Mr. Wright.
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Mr. WRIGHT: Mr. Speaker, in
regard to the so-called “tonnage
tax,” it seems to me that a new
tax bill put on the statute books to
raise the insignificant sum of $3,000
is absolutely uncalled for.

In reply to the statement that
the registration fee would be un-
fair, if it is doubled, it must be
unfair if it is singled, and they
make nc move to remove the reg-
istration fee. If we pass a tonnage
tax, it is not going to cure the un-
fairness of the registration fee, if
it is unfair. Por that reason, I say,
I do not believe a new tax bill to
raise such a small sum of money
is called for at this time.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, that
House Amendment “A” be adopted.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Cumberland, Mr. Sweet-
Ser.

Mr. SWEETSER: Mr. Speaker, 1
am a member of the Committee be-
fore which this matter had been
discussed. We believed that we had
heard about all the arguments there

_were, at the time of the hearing.

Since then, as Mr. Brewer has sug-
gested, we have heard the argument
from that section of the State which
feels that they would have an un-
fair burden, and we have reconsid-
gred this matter twice in Commit-
ee.

The original bill called for a 6c
per ton tax and we revised it in
the new draft and reduced that to
3c. The gentleman from Limestone,
(Mr. Wright), just mentioned that
he thought it would be unfair to
the companies that were paying a
tax on a large volume of fertilizer
and that there was no objection
raised from these companies who
had a number of formulas but were
having to pay the fee on a number
of formulas, He brought to your
attention, also, the fact that the
fee for analysis would continue.

Now, we feel that this is a fair
measure. The company in the
southern portion of the State which
is designed in such fashion that it
is selling perhaps 15 different form-
ulas to a type of agriculture that
is widely diversified and requires a
particular fertilizer for ~garden
truck, a different one for corn, a
different one for snap beans for the
canners, a different one for straw-
berries, and still a different one for
orchards and so on, they are paying
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under the present plan an unfair
proportion of the total cost because
of the number of analyses which
they offer.

Now, it would help balance the
situation, if these companies which
only put out one or two different
grades of fertilizer and sell a larger
volume pay a heavier proportion of
the tax. If I make myself clear,
the individual or company selling
10,000 tons under two formulas
would pay only two license fees,
and a heavy proportion of the tax-
ation. The other company with
perhaps 15 formulas and only 500
tons would be paying a heavy por-
tion of the license fees, and a small
portion on a tonnage basis. I think
this is the fair way of taking care
of the situation until the time
comes when these formulas come
back under normal conditions.

The question has been raised in
the lobby that this is a tax meas-
ure; that it is intended to take care
of the emergency. I see no reason
why the next Legislature—if they
wish to do it—can’t repeal this
measure, if the emergency is over
and conditions come back with a
large number of formulas by prac-
tically all of the companies. I still
support Mr. Gowell and hope Mr.
Brewer’s motion will not prevail.

The SPEAKER,: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Poland,
Mr. Gowell.

Mr. GOWELL: Mr. Speaker,
when the vote is taken, may we
have a division of the House?

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, that
the House adopt House Amendment
“A” and the gentleman from Po-
land, Mr. Gowell, has asked for a
division.

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, in
regard to the argument that these
people that have had individual
formulas made would be charged
extra, I will say that I doubt very
much that any company would
spread that cost over their total. I
do not believe they will have to pay
it, even though the companies say
they will. :

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, that
the House adopt House Amendment
“A” and the gentleman from Po-
land, Mr. Gowell, has asked for a
division. (All those in favor of the
motion of the gentleman from
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Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, will rise
and stand in their places until
counted and the monitors have
made and returned their count.

A division of the House was had.

Forty-eight having voted in the
affirmative and 41 in-the negative,
House Amendment “A” was adopt-
ed, and the bill was assigned for
its third reading tomorrow morn-
ing.

Passed to be Engrossed

The following Bills and Resolves
were taken up by special assign-
ment:

Bill “An Act relating to Salaries
of Court Stenographers” (S. P. 105)
(L. D. 17D .

Bill “An Act Clarifying the Law
relating to Official Fees of Registers
of Probate” (S. P. 160) (L. D. 363)

Bill “An Act relating to Fees of
Registers of Probate” (S. P. 268)
(L. D. 619)

Bill “An Act relating to Presump-
%1{)21’}) of Death’ (S. P. 425) (L. D.

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed and sent to the Senate.

Indefinitely Postponed

Bill “An Act relating to Probation
Officers in Penobscot County” (S. P.
426) (L. D. 1126)

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Bangor,
Mr. Southard.

Mr. SOUTHARD: Mr. Speaker, I
move that this bill, (S. P. 426) (L.
D. 1126) be indefinitely postponed.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Bangor, Mr. Southard, moves
that Item 5, Bill “An Act relating
to Probation Officers in Penobscot
County” be indefinitely postponed.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-~
man from Bangor, Mr. Southard.

Mr. SOUTHARD: Mr. Speaker,
and Tadies and Gentlemen of the
House: Section 28 of Chapter 136
of the Revised Statutes already pro-
vides for the appointment of a pro-
bation officer and an assistant pro-
bation officer or other probation of-
ficers, if necessary. It also provides
that their salaries shall be fixed by
the County Commissioners.

Now, it would seem that if the
citizens of Penobscot County desired
to have an assistant probation of-
ficer, that the natural course would
be to go to the Governor, state the
need, and ask for such an appoint-
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ment. Governor Hildreth tells me
that he has never been approached
or asked to appoint an assistant
probation officer for Penobscot
Ciounty.

Earlier in this session there was a
bill dntroduced regarding appoint-
ment of a probation officer and as-
sistant probation officer, but provid-
ing that the judge of the municipal
court of the City of Bangor should
do the appointing, and that the sal-
ary of the incumbent should be
fixed—should be determined by a
justice of the Supreme Court, a
resident of Penobscot County, or by
the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Judicial Court. I dont know as I
have any objection as to who sets
the salary, but I do not want you
gentlemen to think that the County
Commissioners in Bangor are not
qualified to decide a just compen-
sation for a probation officer or an
assistant. On objection from the
delegation from Penobscot County,
it was withdrawn and a new bill
substituted. This bill that we now
have before us does not provide that
the municipal judge shall appoint
the probation officers. That is still
left in the hands of the Governor
and Council. But, over here in the
last part of the bill, it says, “In ad-
dition to the duties prescribed by
law, the assistant probation officer
shall attend all criminal sessions
of the Bangor Municipal Court, un-
less otherwise excused by the Judge
or Recorder, and he shall perform
all such duties as may be assigned
to him by the said court.” In other
words, this bill asks that the as-
sistant probation officer becomes a
lackey for the Judge of the Bangor
Municipal Court, and it takes him
out from under the jurisdiction of
the probation officer, where he be-
longs. The assistant should be
directly under the control of the
head of the department, and for
those reasons I hope this motion
will prevail.

The SPEAKER: The question is
on the motion of the gentleman
from Bangor, Mr. Southard, to in-
definitely postpone Item 5, Bill “An
Act relating to Probation Officers
in Penobscot County.” All those in
favor of the motion will say yes;
all those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken,
the motion prevailed, and the bill
was indefinitely postponed in non-
concurrence and sent up for con-

currence.
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Passed to Be Engrossed
(Continued)

Bill “An Act to Aid Towns in
Controlling Forest Fires” (S. P. 427)
(L. D. 1128)

Bill “An Act relating to Exami-

nation and Registration of Osteo-
pathic Physicians” (S. P. 428) (L.
D, 1129)
“An Act relating to Close
Time on Deer in the counties of
Hancock and Washington” (H., P.
1131) (L. D. 678)

Resolve Authorizing Preparation
of a Digest of the Opinions of the
Law Court (S. P. 346) (L. D. 894)

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills
read the third time, Resolve read
the second time, all passed to be
engrossed and sent to the Senate.

Tabled and Assigned

Resolve Authorizing Purchase of
fgggrson Camps (H. P. 1424) (L. D.

(Was reported by the Commit-
tee on Bills in the Third Reading,
and on motion by Mr. Williams of
Clifton, tabled pending third read-
ing and specially assigned for to-
morrow morning.)

Amended Bills

Bill “An Act Creating the Great-
er Portland Public Development
Commission” (8. P. 323) (L. D. 828)

Bill “An Act to Remove Floating
Islands in_Corundell Lake in Cor-
inna” (H. P. 1255) (L. D. 880)

Were reported by the Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading, read
the third time, passed to be en-
grossed and sent to the Senate.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-

ognizes the gentleman from Green-
ville, Mr. Rollins.
. Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, be-
lieving that you were working un-
der a misapprehension this morn-
ing when you appointed me on the
Committee of Conference on Bill
“An Act Permitting the Department
of Education to Cooperate in Estab-
lishing University “Extension and
Correspondence Courses” (H. P.
940) (L. D. 570) I would like now to
submit my resignation.

The SPEAKER: The Chair ac-
cepts the resignation and thanks
the gentleman.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Ma-
pleton, Mr. Webber,
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Mr. WEBBER: Mr. Speaker, and
Fellow Members: As we are ap-
proaching the closing days of this
session, may I make a plea for har-
mony, not harmony of opinion —
that is impossible — but harmony
of spirit? We go through a session;
things go along very nicely; then
something comes up, and discord
commences. Let us be helpful to
one another. Let us consider bills
on their merits, and not kill them
because someone else Xkilled your
bill. Let us keep a spirit of har-
mony. Socme of us will not always
be here. We all want to be friends;
that is the attitude I feel we should
take. Some of us frequently make
mistakes. Now, the way to learn is
to find out. I am thankful to those
who have helped me, helped me
out of my mistakes. I want to ask
the pardon of anyone whom I have
not treated fairly. May God bless
you all.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I wish to pre-
sent my resignation from the com-
mittee to which you have appointed
me, so you will be free to appoint
someone whose opinions will more
closely reflect the opinions of the
majority on the problem in ques-

tion.

The SPEAKER: The Chair thanks
the gentleman and accepts the re-
signation.

The Committee was relative to
(H., P. 940) (L. D. 570) Bill “An
Act Permitting the Department of
Education to Cooperate in Estab-
lishing TUniversity Extension and
Correspondence Courses, and this
morning we joined with the Sen-
ate which body asked the House
for a Committee of Conference, the
House having previously adhered to
its action and rejected the bill.

The Chair has already appointed
the gentlewoman from Bath, Miss
Deering, and the Chair now ap-
points, in the place of the two
members who have just resigned
the gentleman from ~Clifton, Mr,
Williams, and the gentleman from
Brewer, Mr. Thompson.

The SPEAKER: The matters that
are now in order are those tabled
and unassigned matters which, pur-
suant to House Order providing that
all matters tabled the preceding
week and unassigned, be taken from
the table on Tuesday of each week.

There are three matters to come
off the table under that order.

The Chair now lays before the
House the first tabled and unas-
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signed matter, House Amendment
“B” to Bill “An Act Relating to
the Hunting and Trapping of Foxes”
(8. P. 362) (L. D, 902).

In the House, House Amendment
“A” adopted, which was tabled au-
tomatically on April 4th because the
amendment had not been repro-
duced, pending adoption of the
amendment. .

The Clerk will read the Amend-
ment.

House Amendment “B” to 8. P.
362, L. D. 902, Bill “An Act Relating
to the Hunting and Trapping of
Foxes.”

Amend said Bill by striking out
all of that paragraph designated
“(1)” thereof and inserting in place
thereof the following:

‘(1) For a period of 2 years from
July 9, 1945, it shall be lawful to
trap or hunt foxes or to cause to
have foxes trapped or hunted, at
any time, on one’s own land, within
a distance of 100 yards from a shel-
ter or range where poultry is raised
or kept.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Bangor,
Mr. Wight.

Mr. WIGHT: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This amend-
ment applies to a bill which has
two separate and distinct parts.
One of those parts gives the poultry
owner the right to trap or cause
foxes to be trapped on his own land
within 100 yards of a poultry range
or poultry house at any time of
year. Now, the other part of the
bill is an entirely different matter,
and I believe goes entirely too far.
This section permits hunting of
foxes in any organized township at
any time of year. A man may go
out with a high-powered rifle on
the Fourth of July, Labor Day, or
any other day, ostensibly hunting
foxes, but I know from the looks of
some of the skins of the animals
that possibly they shot other things
in the summer time. There is a
temptation there. I think we are
opening the gates entirely too far
by permitting promiscuous hunting
in the summer time.

Very few foxes are killed. Those
foxes are about as smart an animal
as we have in the State of Maine,
and they keep out of sight. Mr.
Speaker, very few have been killed,
but other game has suffered by that
summer hunting. So that summer
hunting will kill very few foxes. °

This amendment which we have
before us simply eliminates that
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year-round hunting in organized
townships. It does permit a poul-
try raiser to trap or hunt within
100 yards of his pouliry range or
house at any time, and gives him
adequate protection, so I hope this
amendment will be adopted.

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Mexico,
Mr. MacKinnori.

Mr. MacKINNON: Mr, Speaker
and Members of the House: This
bill, Legislative Document 902, was
considered very carefully by the
Committee on Inland Fisheries and
Game. The first bill to be sent to
the committee was L. D. 69, which
was unsatisfactory, and the Com-
mittee sent it out in a new draft.
The new draft was L. D. 902 which
we are considering at the present
time. It is a copy of the law now
in force in Maine, with the excep-
tion that the amendment to the bill
prohibits night hunting. As the law
now stands, for the past two years
much trouble has been given the
wardens by people hunting at night.

The amendment presented by
the gentleman from Bangor (Mr.
Wight) would allow night hunting
and would prevent poultrymen from
digging out fox dens. It would also
take away from the poultrymen in
Maine the protection they have now
under the present law. The gentle-
man from Bangor (Mr., Wight)
brought this matter to the attention
of the Committee, and he failed to
get the endorsement of any mem-

ber of that Committee. And I now
move, Mr. Speaker, that House
Amendment “B” be indefinitely
postponed.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Mexico, Mr. MacKinnon, moves
that House Amendment “B” be in-
definitely postponed. The question
before the House is on the indefinite
postponement of House Amendment
“B”. All those in favor of the
motion wil]l rise and stand in their
places until counted and the moni-
tors have made and returned the
count.

A division of the House was had.

Fifty having voted in the af-
firmative and 27 in the negative,
the motion prevailed, and House
Amendment “B” was /indefinitely
postponed.

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Au-
burn, Mr. Snow.

Mr. SNOW: Mr. Speaker, due to
the fact that the gentleman from
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Auburn, Mr. Williams, is absent,
and he has an amendment which
he wishes to present, by his request
I move that this bill be retabled.

The SPEAKER: The gentleman
from Auburn, Mr. Snow, moves that
this bill be retabled pending its
third reading. Is this the pleasure
of the House? \

The motion prevailed and the biil
was so tabled.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays hbefore the House the second
tabled and unassigned matter, Re-
solve for the Purchase of Five Hun-
dred Copies of “The Length and
Breadth of Maine”, S. P. 93) (L.
D. 135) which in the Senate was
engrossed as amended by Commit-
tee Amendment “A”, tabled on April
5th by Mr. Ward of Millinocket,
pending passage to be engrossed;
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman.

Mr. Ward offered House Amend-
ment “A” and moved its adoption.

House Amendment “A” read by
the Clerk as follows:

House Amendment “A” to S. P.
93, L. D. 135, Resolve for the Pur-
chase of Five Hundred Copies of
“The Length and Breadth of
Maine”.

Amend the title of said Resolve
by striking out the words “Five
Hundred Copies” and inserting in
place thereof the words ‘One Hun-
dred Copies’

House Amendment “A” was
adopted, and the bill was passed to
be engrossed as amended in non-
concurrence and sent up for con-
currence.

The SPEAKER: The Chair now
lays before the House the third
tabled and unassigned matter, Bill
“An Act to Increase the Salary of
the County Treasurer of Cumber-
land County” (H. P. 1402) (L. D.
1073) which in the House, on April
2nd, was bpassed to be engrossed,
and came from the Senate passed
to be engrossed as amended by Sen-
ate Amendment “A” in non-con-
currence, tabled on April 6th by
Mr. Sanborn of Baldwin, pending
motion of Mr. Haskell of Portland,
to insist:; and the Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Baldwin, Mr.
Sanborn.

Mr. SANBORN: Mr. Speaker and
Members of the House: This bill to
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increase the salary of the County
Treasurer of Cumberland County
was the same as the original draft,
therefore this amendment was
made in the Senhate.

I now move, Mr. Speaker, that we
recede and concur with the Senate
in the adoption of Senate Amend-
ment “A”,

The SPEAKER: There are two
motions before the House, one to
insist and the other to recede and
concur. The motion of the gentle-
man from Baldwin, Mr. Sanborn,
to recede and concur takes prece-
dence. ‘All those in favor of the mo-
tion to recede and concur will say
yes; those opposed no.

A viva voce vote being taken, the

motion prevailed.

House at Ease

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Clif-
ton, Mr. Williams.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I
move you, Sir, that we take from
the table Bill “An Act Relating to
Prevention of Bang’s Disease by the
Department of Agriculture” (S. P.
125) (L. D. 330), tabled by me earli-
er in today’s session.

The motion prevailed, and on
further motion by the same gentle-
man, the bill was passed to be en-
acted, signed by the Speaker and
sent to the Senate.

On motion by Mr. Ward of Mil-
linocket,

Adjourned until ten o’clock to-
morrow morning,





