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HOUSE 

Tuesday, April 10, 1945. 
'I1he House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Rev. Frederick A. 
Champion of Sherman Mills. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Milli
nocket, Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, out of 
order and under suspension of the 
rules I move that when we recess 
this morning, we recess until this 
afternoon at four o'dock. 

The motion prevailed. 

Papers from the Senate 
Senate Reports of Committees 

Placed on File 
Petition of Cyrus N. Blanchard 

and 57 others of Franklin County 
in favor of Resolution for Universal 
Military Training (S. P. 438) 

Came from the Senate ordered 
placed on file. 

In ,the House, ordered placed on 
file in concurrence. 

Final Reports 
Final Report of the Committee 

on Interior Waters. 
Final Report of the Committee 

on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
Came from the Senate read and 

adopted. 
In the House, read and accepted 

in concurrence. 

Ought to Pass with Committee 
Amendment 

Report of the Committee on Ju
diciary on Bill "An Act Concerning 
Agricultural Oooperative Associa
tions" (S. P. 343) (L. D. 897) re
porting "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Oommittee Amendment "A" sub
mit,ted therewith. 

Came from the Senate the Re
port read and adopted and the Bill 
pa'ssed to be engrossed as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A." 

In the House, report was read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bill read twice. Oommittee 
Amendment "A" was read by the 
Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to S. 
P. 343, L. D. 897, Bill, "An Act Con
cerning Agricultural Cooperative 
Associations." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the underlined word "shall" where 
it first appears in the 1st line of 
sub-section IV of section 11. and 
inserting in place thereof the un
derlined word 'may.' 

And further amend said bill by 
striking out ,the underlined words 
"shall approve," in the 5th line of 
sub-section IV of section 11, and 
inserting in place thereof the un
derlined word 'approves.' 

And further amend said bill by 
striking out in the 3rd and 4th 
lines of section 22 the following 
underlined words: "providing for 
the incorporation of agricultural 
cOIlll'erative associations." 

Commiutee Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence, and the 
Bill was assigned for third reading 
this afternoon. 

The SPEAKER: The fifth matter 
on the calendar was called back to 
the Senate before the House con
vened this morning. 

Non-concurrent Matter 
Tabled and Assigned 

Bill "An AClt relating to Small 
Claims" (H. P. 241) (L. D. 92) 
which. was passed to be engrossed 
in the 'House on March 22nd. 

Came from ,the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" (L. D. 1125) in 
non-concurrence. 

In the House: 
'I1he SPEAKER: The Ohair rec

ogni:zJes ,the gentJeman from Au
burn. Mr. Jaeobs. 

Mr. JA!OOBS: Mr. Speaker, for 
correction of something in t.his bill 
I would like to table it until tomor
l'OW morning. 

Thereupon, the motion prevaHed, 
and 'the bill was tabled for fuu-ther 
considel'a1tion and specially assigned 
f'OT tomorrow morning. 

Non Concurrent MaHer 
iRes'OlV'e to A:ppoint a Sta'te Board 

flOr Alpproval of InstHutions Offer
ing Specialized Training (H. P. 941) 
(L. ro. 543) on which the House ae
()e'P'ted 'the Rep(}r1t 'Of the Oommittee 
on iEd1Jl[)a;ti'Onrepol'ting "Ought not 
,to pass" on March 29th. 

Oame from the Senate with the 
Resolve substituted for the Report 
and passed to be engrossed as 
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amended by Senate Amendment 
"A" in non-concurrence. 

In -the House, on motion by Miss 
Deering of Bath, the House voted 
to -reconsider its a;ct~on whereby it 
Il,()()epted the 'Ought not to pass" 
report of the committee; and on 
Ifoother mot~on by Miss Deering, -the 
House voted :to -concur with the 
Senrute in 'the substitution of the 
resolve for bhe report 'Of ,the com
mittee. 

The resolve, having already been 
printed, was read once under sus
pension of -the rules. 

Senalte Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

Sena'te Amendment "A" to H. P. 
941, L. D. 543, "Resolve, To Appoint 
a ,state Board for kpprovaJ of 
Inst~tutions Offering Specialized 
Training." 

Amend said Resolve by striking 
out all alfiter the title ,thereof and 
inserting in place thereof'-the fol
lowing: 

State board fur app-roval of in
stitutions offering specialized train
ing, 

RESOL,VED: The state board of 
vocaUonal educaition is hereby au
thorized too aClt as the state board 
of approval of instHuUons offer'ing 
specialized training. Such boall'd 
shall pass uPIQn the eligibHtty of in
stitutions which may now 'Or hel'e
after make applica,ioi:on for authority 
to provide educa,tion or training be
yond tha,t offered by the secoondary 
schools 'to veterans under 'the pro
visions o.f -the "Servicemen's Read
justment Act of 1944", excepting de
gree-granting institutions and ap
prentice-training or in - service
-training courses ; and be it further 

RESOLVED: Tha,t -a list of such 
institutions approved by the board 
be furnished the Vetemns Adminis
trat-ion in cha;rge .of ,adminis'tering 
the provisions of the Federal bill 
cited as the "Servicemen's Read
justment Act of 1944". 

On further motion by Miss Deer
ing, Senate Amendment "A" was 
'adopted in concurrence, and the 
resolve was assigned for second 
reading this afternoon. 

Ought to Pass 
Indefinitely Postponed in Senate 
Report of the Committee on Sala

ries and Fees reporting "Ought to 
pass" on Bill "An Act relating to 
Salaries of Registers of Deeds in 
Oxford Countv" (S. P. 262) (L. D. 
625) 

Came from the Senate the Report 
read and adopted and the Bill in
definitely postponed. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair recog

nizes the gentleman from Milli
nocket, Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, inas
much as this matter is covered by 
other legislation, I move that the 
House do now concur with the Sen
ate in the indefinite postponement 
of the bill. 

The motion prevailed. 

Orde-rs 
On motion by Mr. Downs of 

Rome, it was 
ORDERED, that Mr. Jennings of 

strong, be excused from attendance 
today and tomorrow because of 
business and that Page Alan C. 
Pease be excused from his duties 
on Wednesday of this week in order 
to take his three-quarter year school 
examinations. Also that Mr. Ander
son of Oxbow Plantation, be excused 
from attendance yesterday and to
day because of illness. 

House Reports of Committees 
Ought tOo Pass in New Draft 

Mr. Collins from the Committee 
Oon Salaries and Fees on Bill "An 
Act relating to the Salary of the 
Adjutant-General" (H. P. 672) (L. 
D. 269) renorted same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1463) under same title 
and that it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. Sanborn from same Commit
tee on Bill "An Act relating to the 
Salary of the Forest Commissioner" 
m. P. 990) (L. D. 590) reported 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1464) 
under same title and that it "Ought 
to pass" 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the new drafts ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

Tabled and Assigned 
Mr. Sanborn fmm the Committee 

on Salaries and Fees on Bill "An 
Act relating to the Salary of the 
Attorney-General" (H. P. 1214) (L. 
D. 765) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1465) under same title 
and that it "Ought to pass" 

(On motion by Mr. Payson of 
Portland, tabled pending aeceptance 
of Committee Report, the new draft 
ordered printed, and specially as
signed for Thursday morning, April 
12th) 



836 LElGISLATIV,E RElCORD-HOUSE, APRIL 10, 1945 

Mr. Ward fr'Om the Committee 
'On Salaries and Fees 'On Bill "An 
Act relating t'O Salary 'Of Justices 
'Of the Supreme Judicial and the 
Superior Courts" (H. P. 216) (L. D. 
81) reported same in a new draft 
(H. P. 1466) under same title and 
that it "Ought to pass" 

Same gentleman fr'Om same Com
mittee 'On Bill ",An Act relatirig t'O 
Salaries and Expenses 'Of Members 
of the State Liqu'Or C'Ommissi'On" 
(H. P. 999) (L. D. 599) reported 
same in a new draft (H. P. 1467) 
under same title and that it "Ought 
to pass" 

Mr. Warren fr'Om same Commit
tee on Bill "An Act relating to the 
Salary 'Of the OGmmissioner 'Of La
bor" (H. P. 1147) (L. D. 793) 'rep'Ort
ed same in a new draft (H. P. 1468) 
under same title and that it "Ought 
t'O pass" 

Rep'Orts were read and accepted 
and the new drafts 'Ordered p'rinted 
under the J'Oint Rules. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bills 

Mr. Bird fr'Om the C'Ommittee 'On 
Salaries and Fees reported "Ought 
t'O pass" 'On Bill "An Act relating 
t'O the Salary of the Bank O'Ommis
si'Oner" (H. P. 99·3) (L. D. 593) 

The SPEAKER: The Chadr rec
'Ognizes the gentleman f'r'Om Gr'een
ville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. RC>LLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
m'Ove that this item lay 'On the ta
ble, pEnding acceptance 'Of the c'Om
mittee rep'Ort, and be specially as
signed fGr next Tuesday morning. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
fr'Om Greenville, Mr. R'Ollins, moves 
that the report lie 'On the table 
pending acceptance and be special
ly assigned far next Tuesday. Is 
this the pleasure of the House? 

Cries of N'O, N'O. 
The SPEAKER: All those in fa

v'Or 'Of the m'Otion will say yes; 
th'Ose opposed no. 

A viv,a VGce vote being ta~en, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Ther.eupon, the "Ought to pass" 
'report was accepted, and the bill, 
having already been printed, was 
read twice under suspension 'Of the 
rules, and was assigned for third 
readirig this aftern'Oon. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speak·er, I 
now m'Ove that this bill lay on 
the table pending its thtrd reading 
and be specially assigned f'Or Fri
day morning. 

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle
man care t'O make 'a moti'On to re
c'Onsider its assignment for thiTd 
r,eadirig, and then make the moti'On 
t'O table? 

Mr. ROLLINS: I make that mo
tion, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. R'Olliris, moves 
that the House rec'Onsider its ac
tion 'Of a moment ago whereby this 
bill was assign,ed f'Or third reading. 
Is this the pleasure of the House? 
All th'Ose in fav'Or will say yes; 
those 'Opposed n'O. 

A viva ",oce vote being doubted, 
A divisiGn 'Of the House was had. 
Fifty-six having voted in the ,a,f-

firmative and four in the neg'ative, 
the m'Obt'On prevailed; and 'On fur
ther mati on by Mr. R'Ollins, the 
bill was tabled pending 'assignment 
f'Or third reading and specially as
signed for F1riday m'Orning, April 
13th. 

Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Oolliris from the C'Ommittee 
'On Salaries and Fees reported 
"Ought to pass" on Bill "An Act 
relating to the Salary 'Of the C'Om
missioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game" CR. P. 10003) (L. D. 551) 

(On moti'On by Mr. Bell of Thom
aston, a viva v'Oce vote being taken, 
ta,bIed pending acceptance of com
mitte·e report and specially asS'igned 
for Friday morning, April 13th) 

Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Collins from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees reported 
"Ought to pass" 'On Bill "An Act 
rela ting to the Salary of the Sec
retary of State" (H. P. 49) (L. D. 
20) 

(On m'OtiGn by Mr. Gowell of 
Poland, tabled pending acceptance 
'Of C'Ommittee Report, ,and specially 
assigned for Friday morning) 

Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Haskell fr'Om the Committee 
on Salari·es and Fees reported 
"Ought to pass" on Bill "An Act re
lating to the Salary 'Of the Gommis
sioner of Agriculture" (H. P. 996) 
(L. D. 596) 

(On motiGn by Mr. Dor.sey of 
Fort Fair!fieId, tabled pending ac
ceptance 'Of committee report, and 
specially aSSigned far Friday morn
ing, April 13') 
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Tabled and Assigned 
Mr. Warren from the Committee 

on Balaries and Fees reported same 
on Bill "An Act relating to the Sal
aries of the Unemployment Com
pensation Commission" (H. P. 1305) 
(L. D. 949) 

(On motion by Mr. Cobb of Gar
diner, tabled pending acceptance of 
committee report and specially as
signed for Friday morning, April 
13th) 

Ought Not to Pass 
Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Haskell from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees reported 
"Ought not to pass" on Bill "An Act 
relating to Expenses of Members of 
the Liquor Commission" (H. P. 547) 
(L. D. 261) as it is covered by other 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Green
ville Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that this lay on the table 
pending acceptance of the. report; I 
will explain it in this way-

The SPEAKER: The motion is 
not debatable. The gentleman from 
Greenville, Mr. Rollins, moves that 
this item lay on the table pending 
acceptance of the report and be 
specially assigned for Thursday 
morning, April 12th. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 

Leave to Withdraw 
Mr. Bird from same Committee 

on Bill "An Act Adjusting the Sal
aries of the Employes in the Clas
sified Service of the State" (H. P. 
1365) (L. D. 1018) reported leave to 
withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Rome, 
Mr. Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that this bill lie on the table 
pending acceptance of the report. 

THE SPEAKER. Does the gentle
man care to assign a day? 

Mr. DOWNS: I would rather not, 
Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Rome, Mr. Downs, moves that 
this matter lay on the table pend
ing acceptance of the report and 
does not assign a day. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

Cries of "No". 

The SPEAKER: All those in fav
or of the motion of the gentleman 
from Rome, Mr. Downs, that this 
item lay on the table pending ac
ceptance of the committee report 
and not assign a day will rise and 
stand in their places until counted 
and the monitors will make and re
turn the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Forty-two having voted in the af

firmative, and 14 in the negative, 
the motion prevailed, and the re
port was so tabled. 

The SPEAK'ER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Bingham, 
Mr. Dutton. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, may 
I ask the privilege of addressing 
the House? May I ask a question? 

The SPE'AKER: The gentleman 
may make a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, what 
I wish to inquire is: What this item 
13 covers? Whose salary is it, I 
would like to know. 

The SPEAKER: The number of 
the Legislative Document is 1018. 
It has been printed and distributed. 

Mr. DUTTON: If I may be per
mitted, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to discover what has become of the 
small salary raises under considera
tion at this session-the salaries in 
the smaller brackets. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair can
not answer the question. The gen
tleman will have to wait until the 
time when the gentleman from 
Rome, Mr. Downs, takes the matter 
from the table, and he will at that 
time exphin it. 

Mr. DUTTON: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Anson, Mr. Eta, and appoints 
him Speaker pro tempore, and re
quests the Sergeant-at-Arms to con
duct him to the rostrum. 

Thereupon, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
conducted Mr. Eta to the rostrum, 
where he assumed the Chair, amid 
the applause of the House, the 
members rising, and Speaker Barnes 
retired. 

First Reading of Printed Bills 
Bill "An Act to Incoporate the 

Guardian Loan Co." (H. P. 1456) 
(L. D. 1156) 

Bill "An Act to Authorize OUtside 
Audit of State Books" (H. P. 1457) 
(L. D. 1157) 
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Bill "An Act Designating Certain 
Academies as High Schools and re
lating to Membership in the Maine 
Teachers' Retirement System" (H. 
P. 1461) (L. D. 1161) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Salary 
of Various Officers of Waldo Coun
ty" (H. P. 1459) (L: D. 1159) . 

Bills were read tWIce and assIgned 
for third reading this afternoon. 

Ta.bled and Assign.ed 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sal
aries of the Officers of the Legis
lature" (H. P. 1460) (L. D. 1160) 

(On motion by Mr. Carpenter of 
Augusta, tabled pend~g first rea~
ing and specially assIgned for Fn
day morning, April 13th) 

Bill "An Act relating to Automo
bile Travel by State Employees" (H. 
P. 1461) (L. D. 1161) 

Bill. was read twice and assigned 
for third reading this afternoon. 

On motion by Mrs. Ellingwood of 
Rockland House Rule 25 was sus
pended. f~r the remainder: of today's 
Eession, in order to permIt smokmg. 

Passed to be Engrossed 

Bill "An Act relating to Con
tagious Diseases" (S. P. 210) (L. D. 
474) 

Bill "An Act relating to Fees of 
Sheriffs and Expenses in Keeping 
PrisDners" (H. P. 994) (L. D. 594) 

Bill "An Act relating to the For
warding 'Of Contributions in the 
Maine Teachers' Retirement Sys
tem" (E. P. 1449) (L. D. 1138) 

Bill "An Aet relating to Open 
Season for Hunting" (H. P. 1451) 
(L. D. 1139) 

Bill "An Act relating to Vital 
Staltistics" (E. P. 1454) (L. D. 1140) 

Resolve relating to Retirement 
Pension for Percy E. Averill, of 
Thomaston (S. P. 207) (L. D. 477) 

Resolve in favor of Catherine A. 
Nason, of Round Pond (H. P. 194) 
(L. D. 1142) 

Resolve to Reimburse Walla grass 
Plantation for Support 'Of the F1am
ily of Edward Berube (H. P. 498) 
(L. D. 1143) 

Resolve in favor of Fox & Ginn, 
Inc. (E. P. 1314) (L. D. 1144) 

Resolve for the Payment of Oer
tain Pauper Olaims (H. P. 1448) 
(L. D. 115) 

Resolve relating to Open Season 
fOT Fishing in Aroostook and Pis
caltaqUlis Counties (H. P. 1450) (L. 
D.11146) 

Were rep:Jrted by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read ,the third time, Resolves read 
the second time, all p::Lssed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended 
Bill "An Act to Edmplify the 

Financial Btructure of the State" 
(S. P. 192) (L. D. 489) . 

Bill "An Act rela,ting to Pan 
Mutuel Pools" (S. P. 416) (L. D. 
1111) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Per
manent School Fund" (R. P. 937) 
(L. D. 540) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third tdme, passed to be en-· 
grossed and sen't ,to 'the Senate. 

At this point Speaker Barnes re
sumed the Chair, and Mr. ETa was 
conduded to his seat, amid the 
applause 'Of the House. 

Passed to be Enacted 
Emergency nleasure 

An Act Providing for the Taking 
Property by the State by Right 
of Eminent Domain (H. P. 1413) 
(L. D. 1008) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as. tru~y and 
strictly engrossed. ThIS bemg an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a division was had. 110 v~ted 
in favor of same and none agalnst, 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

Finally Passed 
Emergency nleasure 

Resolve for the Laying of the 
County Taxes for the Year Nine
teen Hundred Forty-Five (H. P. 
1390) (L. D. 1078) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a division was had. 113 v~ted 
in favor of same and none agamst, 
and accordingly the Resolve was 
finally pas sed, signed by the 
Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Judge of the Kennebunk Mu
nicipal Court (S. P. 123) (L. D. 222) 



LBGISLATIVE RElCOR.D--HOUSE, APRIL 10, 1945 839 

An Act Permitting Members of 
the Armed Forces to Receive Oper
ators' Licenses Without Payment of 
Fees (S. P. 325) (L. D. 826) 

An A:ct relating to Applications 
for Operators' Licenses by Members 
of the Armed Forces (S. P. 32·6) (L. 
D.825) 

An Act Increasing the Salaries 
of the County Attorney and As
sistant County Attorney of Andro
scoggin County (S. P. 359) (L. D. 
904) 

An Act to Increase the Salary of 
the Register of Probate in Penob
scot County (S. P. 400) (L. D. 1040) 

An Act relating to the Salary for 
Olerks in the Office of Register of 
Probate in York County (H. P. 48) 
(L. D. 19) 

An Act relating to the Amount 
to be Paid for Clerk Hire in the 
Office of the Recorder of the Mu
nicipal Court of the city of Port
land CR. P. 102) (L. D. 33) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Judge of the Municipal Court 
of Portland (H. P. 103) (L. D. 34) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Recorder of the Portland Muni
cipal Court CR. P. 104) (L. D. 35) 

An Act to Increase the Amount 
to be Paid for Clerk Hire in the 
Office of Register of Probate in the 
County of Cumberland (H. P. 192) 
(L. D. 56) 

An Act Providing for Equitable 
Apportionment of Estate Taxes and 
Collection and Payment thereof (H. 
P. 422) (L. D. 192) 

An Act to Provide for the Issu
ance of Bonds of the State to Re
fund Waldo-Hancock Bridge Loan 
Bonds (H. P. 618) (L. D. 281) 

An Act to Provide for 'the Is
suance of Bonds of ·the state ,to Re
fund Kennebec Bridge Loan Bonds 
(H. P. 619) (L. D. 282) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
striotly engrossed, passed ,to be 
ena;cted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent ,to the Senate. 

Amended 

An Act relating to the Practtce of 
Dentistry (H. P. 734) (L. D. 392) 

On mation by Mr. Thorndike of 
Bar Harbor, the House voted under 
suspension of the rules, to' recon
sider tts action whereby this bill 
was pa.ssed ,to be engrossed. 

Mr. Thorndike then offered House 
Amendment "B" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "B" read by 
the Olel'k as follows: 

House Amendment "B" to H. P. 
734. L. D. 392, Bill "An Ad Relating 
ilo Ithe Practice of Dentistry." 

Amend said Bill by adding at the 
end 'thereof 'tlhe following: 

"Sec. 3, P. L., 1943, c. 273, §1, 
amended. Section 1 of chapter 273 
of the pubHc laws of 1943 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 1. Power to provide for the 
temporary admission to practice 
medicine and dentistry in the state. 
To aClCJomplish ,nhe purpose of this 
act, and nOltwithstanding any in
consistent provision of law, the 
state board of :registra'tion of med
icine and the board of dental ex
aminers shall have power by gen
eral regulations or specific orders 
,to issue temporary emergency cer
,tifica;tes ,to such physictans and 
dentists, licensed as such outside 
the sta'te, as Ithey shall find qualified 
to practice as such 'in this stwte dur
ing the war emergency period. The 
fee for a tempocrary emergency cer
'tificate shall be $10. The holder of 
any such temporary certific·a te 
shall be privileged during the tecrm 
specified therein, unless sooner cre
yoked, ,to pra;ctice his profession 
within the state subject, however, 
to a,ll laws of the state generally 
apphcable totJhe praotice 'Of such 
profession and ,to sU'ch regulations, 
restrictions, and area limitations as 
the state board of regis,tration of 
medtcine and the board of dental 
examiners may make or impose as 
to them or any of them and their 
practice within the state.''' 

House Amendment "B" was 
adopted, and the bill as amended 
was passed Ito be engrossed in non
concurrence and sent up for con
currence. 

Passed to be Enacted 
(Continued) 

An Act relating to Decrees for 
Alimony CR. P. 747) !L. D. 390) 

An A:ct relating to the Aeronaut! 
Oommission (H. P. 789) (L. D. 43C 

An Act ,to EquaEze Opportunit 
for Elduoa1tion in Occupa1tir-: 
Training (R. P. e04) (L. D. 501 

An Aot relating to SetUeme-' 
Suits By or Against Infants 0' P. 
1137) (L. D. 681) , 

An Act relating to the Sr! '"' ~~ 
of the Judge and Recorder .' I'" 

Northern Cumberland MOo., i )~l 
Court (H. P. 1149) (L. D. 7'. 

An Act relating to Inact;,·, 2''1-
ings Accounts of Former . :. CC3 
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of the State School for Boys (H. P. 
1164) (L. D.685) 

An Act relating to Appointment 
of State Humane ,Agents (H. P. 
1'166) (L. D. 687) 

An Act to Provide Civil Service 
Rules for Police and Fire Depart
ments (H. P. 1201) (L. D. 760) 

An Act relating to Rate of Speed 
of Commercial Vehicles (H. P. 1210) 
(L. D. 711) 

An Act to Grant Powers of Ar
rest to State Parole Officers (H. P. 
1271) (L. D. 914) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be en
acted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

An 'Act to Incorporate the Port
land Wharf District (H. P. 1328) (L. 
D. 972) 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of speaking briefly on 
this matter, I am gOing to move 
that this bill lie on the table. As 
you know, this is a companion bill 
to the one on the bond issue, and 
of no value unless the bond issue 
is passed. To keep the bill under 
control, whether that is passed or 
killed, I move that it lie on the 
table and be especially assigned for 
Friday morning, April 13th. 

The motion prevailed, and the bill 
was so tabled and so assigned. 

Passed to be Enacted 
(Continued) 

An Act relating to Clerk Hire in 
Office of Register of Deeds in Pen
obscot County (H. P. 1375) (L. D. 
1038) 

An Act relating to Special Legis
lative Pensions (H. P. 1383) (L. D. 
1045) 

,An Act relating to Advertising 
Resources, Etc., by Aroostook Coun
ty (H. P. 1393) (L. D. 1065) 

An Act to Increase Teachers' 
Pensions (H. P. 1394) (L. D. 1066) 

An Act relating to Control of 
Deer in Acadia National Park (H. 
P. 1395) (L. D. 1067) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Judge of Probate 'and the Regis
ter of Probate in Cumberland 
County (H. P. 1397) (L. D. 1068) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Sheriff of York County (H. P. 
1398) (L. D. 1069) 

An Act relating to the SaLary of 
the Sheriff of Oxford County (H. 
P. 1399) (L. D. 1070) 

An Act relative to the SaLary of 
the Judge of the Brunswick Muni
cipal Court (H. P. 1400) (L. D. 
1071) 

An Act relating to Salary of 
Sheriff of Cumberland County (H. 
P. 1403) (L. D. 1074) 

An Act to Incre·ase the Salary of 
the Judge of the Rumford Falls 
Municipal Court (H. P. 1404) (L. 
D. 1075) 

An Act relating to Liquor Li
censes in Unorganized Territory 
Where No Elections lare Held (H. 
P. 1405) (L. D. 1076) 

An Act relating to Selling of Malt 
Liquor Ne.ar National Soldiers' 
Homes, Etc. (H. P. 1406) (L. D. 
1077) 

An Act relating to Records of 
Educational Institutions (H. P. 
1411) (L. D. 1084) 

An Act relating to Alternative 
Method for the Enforcement of 
Liens for Taxes on Real ESitate 
(H. P. 1414) (L. D. 1086) 

An Act relating to License Fees 
for Amusement Shows (H. P. 1415) 
(L. D. 1087) 

An Act relating to Permits for 
Digging Into and Opening Streets 
and Highways. (H. P. 1416) (L. D. 
1088) 

An Act relating to Pauper Settle
ment (H. P. 1417) (L. D. 1089) 

FinaUy Passed 

Resolve in favor of Mrs. Doris G. 
Cummings of Perry (S. P. 401) (L. 
D. 1041) 

Resolve in favor of Alphonso S. 
Dube of Togus (S. P. 402) (L. D. 
1043) 

Resolve in favor of Velma Nor
ton of Oaribou (S. P. 403) (L. D. 
1042) 

Resolve Appropriating Money to 
Repair Fish Screen at Eagle Lake 
(H. P. 322) (L. D. 143) 

Resolve Authorizing the Forest 
Commiss}on,er to Convey Certain 
Interest of the State in Lands in 
Oxford Oounty to Fred L. Edwards, 
of Bethel (H. P. 1007) (L. D. 555) 

Resolve in favor of Dr. Charles 
H.Buck, of Naples (H. P. 1378) (L. 
D. 1048) 

Resolve in favor of the E:state of 
R. Byron Flewelling, Late of West 
Gardiner, Deceased; for Loss of 
Life (H. P. 1379) (L. D. '1049) 

Resolve in favor of Charles B. 
Buck, of Newfield (R. P. 1380) (L. 
D. 1050) 
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Resolve to Reimburse the town 
of Amherst for Suppressron of a 
Forest Fire (H. P. 1381) (L. D. 1051) 

Resolve Granting a Sta,te Pension 
to Eva M. Farrington Cary, of Bow
doinham (H. P. 1384) (L. D. 1052) 

Resolve for the Laying of the 
Oounty Taxes for the Year Nineteen 
Hundred Forty-six (H. P. 1391) 
(L. D. 1079) 

Resolve in favor of William A. 
Johnson, of Orrington (H. P. 1392) 
(L. D. 1080) 

Reso.Jve relating to DaHy Bag 
Limiit from Androscoggin Water
shed above Middle Dam (H. P. 1396) 
(L. D. 1081) 

Were reported hy the Commtttee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to 
be enacted, Resolves finally passed, 
all signed by the Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair lays 
before the House the first matter 
of unfinished business, House Re
port "Ought not to pass" of the 
Oommittee on Taxation on Bill "An 
Act Prorposing an Amendment to 
the Constitution to Exempt aU In
tangible Property from Taxation" 
(H. P. 1264) (L. D. 887) tabled on 
March 30th by Mr. Warren of 
Wesitbrook, pending aeceptance of 
report; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. WARREN: Mr. Speaker, I 
feel I was justified in tabling this 
bill for consideration after the other 
two were taken up so as not to con
fuse the issue, and moreover, we 
haven't heard from the Justices, 
their answer to the question. 

I am a member of the Taxation 
CO"mmittee, and joined in the unan
imous report on the three bills be
fore them, that they ought not to 
pass. I think that that committee 
felt that they were considering a 
matter of impO"rtance. I think they 
felt that the present system is in
defensible; that the few people who 
now pay a tax on intangibles are 
un iustly treated. 

However, the committee did not 
feel that anyone of the three bills 
was in perfect shape to pass. There 
was a great deal which could be 
said for Mr. Rollins' bill imposing 
a small tax on intangibles; on the 
other hand, there was a great deal 
which can be said against it. There 
is very much which can be said in 
favor of abolishing the tax on in-

tangibles, and I think that is the 
proper way, but not all members 
of the committee thought so, and 
I am sure many of the members of 
the House were on the other side. 
If I could take the time-which I 
do not intend to do--I think I could 
persuade any fair-minded peirson 
that the owners of these intangibles 
are paying their fair share of the 
property tax. To pu~ th~ b~ 
through in the form ill WhICh It 
now stands would violate the prin
ciples of many of yo:u, and disrupt 
the internal affairs of many com
munities. 

The bill now before us is attempt
ing to legislate through the Consti
tution, which is wrong in principle. 
Now, you may say that the Taxation 
Committee ducked its joh and put 
it up to you. With the turn which 
affairs have taken, I don't think 
the House is able to legislate fair
ly and reasonably on any of these 
bills. I am still of the opinion that 
none of them should pass, and I 
should be pleased if the House took 
that view. I make no motion in 
regard. to this bill that is before 
the House for such action as they 
see fit. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
upon the acceptance of the "Ought 
not to pass" report of the ,com
mittee. The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Greenville, Mr. Rol
lins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
didn't intend to fight for this bill. 
I differ a little with Mr. Warren, 
owing to the fact that in 1913 the 
Legislature~which. no doubt, in its 
wisdom was as wise as this one
saw fit to gO" to the Constitution to 
relieve th~ tax on intangible prop
erty by putting an amendment onto 
the Constitution, allowing this Leg
islature to assess intangible prop
erty at a different rate than real 
property. Since then they have 
done that thmg, and for 30-odd 
years no Legislature has seen fit to 
take advantage of it. As I tried to 
show this House yesterday, I had 
two bills, one to put a reasonable, 
honest, just tax on it throughout 
the State of Maine, the other -
which lays before us-to exempt in
tangible property from all taxation 
in Maine. 

Now, the whole story is that if 
this Legislature does nothing in 
1947 there will be a bill introduced 
-probably by the right sponsorship 
-which will pass and carry that 
revenue to the State of ,Maine for 
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additional expenditure. My en
deavor was to put on a reason
able tax for the communities, 
for the relief of real estate and 
farms, which you members all rep
resent. That having failed, I am 
just as sincere in wishing to take 
the tax off all intangibles, not :l\or 
today, not for tomorrow, but for
ever, in Maine, so that they will not 
come in and get a revenue measure 
on that s,ame projeclt in 19'47. 

Theflefme, in order to do so, to 
estop the next Legislature from 
setting a rate rather different from 
that on rleal property, tt was my 
purpose in introducing this bill to 
withdraw that power which is giv
en by the Constitution and exempt 
it by constitutional amendment. 
Mr. Speaker, I move that the bill 
be substituted for the report of the 
committee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins, moves 
that the bill be substituted for the 
"Ought not to pass" report of the 
Committee. All thosle in favor of 
the motion will say yes; those op
po,sed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the "Ought not to 
pass" report of the committee was 
accepted and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the second mat
ter of unfinished business, Majority 
Report, "Ought to. pass in New 
Draft" (H. P. 1425) (L. D. 1113) and 
Minority R,eport "Ought to Pass in 
New Draft with Committee Amend
ment 'A'" of the Committee on 
Ls'gal Affairs on Bill "An Act to 
Gmnt a New Charter to the City 
of Rockland" (H. P. 149) (L. D. 51) 
tabled on April 2nd by Mr. Bayson 
of Portland, pending acceptance of 
either report; and the Chair rec
ognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Payson the 
Majority Report "Ought to PlasS in 
New Draft" was accepted, and the 
bill, having already been printed, 
was read twice under suspension 
of the rules, and was assigned for 
third reading this afternoon. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the third 
matter of unfinished business, 
House R.eport "Ought to Pass in 
New Draft" (E. P. 1429) (L. D. 1110) 
under new title of "Resolve in Fa-

vor of a Special Recess Gommittee 
to Study all Pension and Retire
ment Laws of the State and Report 
to the Legislature" of the Commit
tee on Judiciary on "Resolve in 
Favor of a Special Recess Commit
tee to Study the School Pension 
and RetiI1ement Laws of the stare 
and Report to the Next Regular 
Session (E. P. 64!) (L. D. 263) ta
bled on April 2nd by Mr. Bayson 
of Portland, pending acceptance of 
report; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I have no 
particular interest in this measure, 
excepting to see that a proper study 
is made of the different pension 
systems of this state. Having been 
involved in this pension business for 
some time for the State, I have a 
very sincere interest that the next 
Legislature :shall not be pla.ced in 
the embarrassing position this one 
has been, because of lack of infor
mation 'concerning what the differ
ent measures proposed may do, par
ticularly to the budget. 

Y.ou will note under Item 7 of 
Unfinished Business in the calendar 
a .ioint order introduced, referring 
this same proposal to the Leg-isla
tive Research Committee. I have 
no particular interest in that: I am 
not a member of the Legislative 
Reseait'ch Committee: I don't ex
peat ever to be 'a member of it. 

But I would like to offer you, 
from my experience in the House, 
my reason for trying to substitute 
the Leg1islative Research Commitltee 
for this Interim Recess Committee. 
I have served on both. I served on 
the Interim Committee, the Recess 
Committee, which set up the .con
tributory ret,irement system for 
State employees. It had a member
ship of 5, as I recollect, two of 
whom are now members of the 
Senate, one of whom is on the 
Governor's Council, another was an 
ex-Senator at the time, I was the 
other member. We held one meet
ing of that committee in my office. 
I was elected Secretary. The com
mittee never met a;gain. All the 
work thalt was done was done by 
an actuary, by correspondence with 
me and by correspondence by me 
with the members of the commit
tee. 

In 1944 that committee held ap
proximately twenty meetings, dis
cussing things -and then going over 
them. Out of ten members, I would 
say the average attendance was 
eight. That is the way I think in-
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terim matters should he studied on 
the financial side. 'Between now 
and the first of July, the Legisla
tiveResear-ch Committee has $2749 
'Of their old appropriation left 
which -could be used fo-r this pur
pose, and out of the regular 
appropriation should be able to 
handle that withowt further expense 
to the state. 

I am not a:t all pleased with the 
make-up of this committee. I hope 
none of you will feel that I think 
anyone on thalt -committee will be 
unfair or dishonest, but an that 
Research Committee there are to 
be twa members from the te1llching 
profession, one to be a te1llchers' 
representative, and the Commis
sioner of Education, anoither from 
the employees' group of the State. 
It seems ,to me you have what aught 
to be an entirely impartial commit
tee of the Legislature, and on that 
committee are four people with a 
direct, personal interest in what is 
to be done. 

I have a feeling it will be im
possible for some of the members 
to handle the questions to come 
before ,them. The bulk of the work 
which must· be done under this 
study will have to be done by spec
ial actuaries. Ten percent of the 
work has got to be done by the 
committee. The a'Ctuaries will sub
mit their findings regarding the dif
ferent propositions for the commit
tee to determine as a matter of pGI
ity: "no you want the age 65 as a 
retirement age? If so, it will 'cost 
the State so much. Do you want 
the age 60 as a retirement age? 
If so, it will cost the State so much 
more. Do you want the age 55 as 
a retirement age? If so, it will cost 
the State so much more." What 
position are the two teachers and 
the members of Ithe employees' 
group going to be in, when asked 
to choose between their own inter
ests and the interests of the State? 
I don't say they are dishonest, but 
I just say they would not be in a 
position to judge fairly, and I don't 
,think they ought ,to be put in such 
a position. From all my experience 
in this matter, from an expense 
viewpoint, and from the results to 
be obtained, I hope that the "Ought 
to pass in new draft" report will 
he indefinitely postponed and I so 
move. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, moves 
the indefinite postponement of the 
report. 

The Ohair recognizes the gentle
man from Millincfcket, Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker: This 
new draft of course is a new draft 
of the Roberts resolve so-called. It 
had a pubUc hearing, and after
ward the Judiciary Committee gave 
it very serious consideration and 
talked over the matter of a special 
committee to study these matters 
and also talked over the feasibility 
'Of referring it to the Research 
Committee and the ultimate con
clusion of the Judiciary Committee 
was that the committee was unan
imously in favor of a special com
mittee and they are unanimously 
in favor of it whether you see fit 
to adopt the Peirce bill so-called 
or not. We feel, or at least I do, 
that this proposed committee is a 
well balanced committee who 
should be able to handle the prob
lem in a proper manner. I do not 
believe that it is necessary for us 
to take into consideration the fact 
that a committee several years ag'O, 
who may have been appointed to 
do some similar task, failed to hold 
the necessary meetings or take an 
interest in the matter which was 
assigned to them that they should 
have taken. The Legislative Re
search Committee two years ago 
had a, number of items assigned to 
them for consideration and without 
a doubt that committee will have 
matters assigned to them by this 
Leg'islature. At the time the mat
ter was referred to the committee 
two years ago we did not have in 
mind that subsequently that com
mittee would be devoting several 
months of its time investigating a 
state Institution which was a mat
ter which arose subsequent to the 
adjournment of the last Legisla
ture. A legislative research com
mittee is the same as any other 
committee. It is perfectly possible 
for us to overload that committee 
so that they will not have a suffi
cient amount of time to give com
plete consideration necessary to all 
matters. 

The matter of teachers' pensions 
is one of the most important mat
ters before this Legislature. It in
volves the security of thousands of 
people in the State of Maine. It 
involves a number of millions of 
dollars which the State of Maine 
has to contribute into the system. 
We feel that it is a matter which 
is worthy of a special 'committee 
which can immediately organize 
and proceed t'O investigate all of 
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the inequalities and all of the 
other matters cofmected witl1 pen
sions. If this resolve is passed, 
that committee, when it has com
pleted its investigation, if they have 
a report ready to make at any spe
cial session of this Legislature, they 
can make it to this Legislature; 
otherwise, they are obliged to make 
a report at the next regular ses
sion. I hope that the motion of 
the gentleman from Portland does 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Booth
bay Harbor, Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to endorse the remarks of the 
gentleman from Millinocket. This 
bill was carefully considered by the 
Judiciary Committee, and I want to 
say to you that I have been a teach
er and superintendent, and very 
much interested in any relief for 
teachers. I feel, and have felt from 
the very beginning of the session, 
that regardless of whether the 
Peirce Bill passed or not, there 
should be appointed a Recess Com
mittee to study the teachers' retire
ment law. It was my privilege to 
serve on the Judidary Committee 
last session and this session, and I 
have given a great deal of time to 
the study of this problem. I feel, 
if the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, should 
prevail, there might be some grave 
danger of this bill being lost in the 
shuffle. I feel very strongly that 
the Roberts Bill in the new draft 
should receive passage, because this 
pension system should receive the 
careful and friendly attention of a 
Legislative Committee interested in 
arriving at a just solution of the 
situation at hand. I most sincerely 
hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland (Mr. Payson) does 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, that the 
report be indefinitely pos.tpone.d. 
All those in favor of the motlOn WIll 
say yes: those oPpos~d no. 

A viva voce vote bemg taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

On motion by Mr. Ward, the 
"Ought to pass in New Draft" re
port was accepted, and the resolve, 
having already been printed, was 
read once under suspension of the 
rules and was assigned for second 
reading this afternoon. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fourth matter 

of unfinished business, bill "An Act 
Relating to the Salary of the Regis
ter of Probate of Kennebec County 
and Clerk Hire in Such Office" (H. 
P. 1374) (L. D. 1(37) tabled on 
April 2nd by Mr. Carpenter of Au
gusta, pending passage to be ~n
grossed: and the Chair recogmzes 
that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Carpenter the 
bill was passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the fifth mat
ter of unfinished business, Bill "An 
Act Relating to Maintenance of 
State Highways and State Aid 
Roads" (H. P.248) (L. D. 98) babIed 
on 'April 3rd by Mr. Dutton of 
Bingham, pending third readmg; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen-
tleman. . 

On motion by Mr. Dutton, the BIll 
had its third reading, was passed to 
be engrossed and sent up for con
currence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House ,the sixt~ IIJ;at
ter of unfinished busmess, BIll An 
Act to Simplify Finances of the 
Department - of Education" (S. P. 
191) (L. D. 490) tabled on April 4th 
by Miss Deering of Bath, pendin,g 
second reading; and the Charr 
recognizes that gentlewoman. 

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I now mo~e 
the indefinite pootponement. of thlS 
bill. In line with the step It takes 
towards simplification of finances 
and taking the control away from 
the Governor and Council and vest
ing it in the hands of two pe~ple at 
the most, this is a v'ery cautlOnary 
step. 

The SPEAKER: The gentlewoman 
from Bath, Miss Deering, mov.es the 
indefinite postponement of this bIll. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Cumberland, Mr. Sweet-
ser. S k Mr. SWEETSER: Mr. pea .er, 
this, I think, is a m~tter wh~ch 
should be given very senous conSId
eration by the House before ballot
ing. It is true that this is a long 
bill: probably none of us have read 
it in its entirety. It has been pre
sented, naturally, after careful 
study. It will relieve the State I?e
partments that have to do WIth 
these finances and controls of con
siderable labor, It naturally will re
duce the expense of the program of 
handling the finances in the De-
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partment of Education. I am en
tirely agreeable with the idea of 
not putting too much power in the 
hands of anyone or two individ
uals, but I think that we are, how
ever, favorable to the thought that 
we have a financial program in this 
State, the State Controller, and 
that any simplification of account
ing in these days is worthy of seri
ous consideration. I have to admit 
that I have only briefly reviewed 
the bill. However, I believe that the 
committee has made a complete 
study of the situation and it seems 
to me that we should go along with 
the committee in this case. I 
hope that the motion to indefinite
ly postpone will not prevail. 

There are several sections in the 
law that will be repealed which will 
certainly simplify the whole situa
tion. I have raised the question in 
my own mind concerning the repeal 
of one section, that is Section 196 
which at first glance might give the 
impression that the program for 
creating the State School fund was 
being eliminated. It is true that this 
provides for the earmarking of 
three and one third mills on our 
State tax, but that has not been 
sufficient in the past three years 
and it has been necessary to take 
almost a million dollars from the 
general fund. The general fundap
propriation will now take care of 
the entire funds necessary for 
schools without this earmarking, so 
that that particular question in my 
own mind has been answered sat
isfactorily. I hope that we will con
sider this matter and approve the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes t:he gentleman ,from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREW~: Mr. Speaker, 'the 
members Qlf the Appropriation Com
m~btee have considered this bill very 
~arefully befo·re we O. K.'d it, and, 
III way of explanation, I would point 
out to you that in the past we have 
built upa system of earmarking 
certain funds for certain purposes. 
We find that that does involve con
siderable bookkeeping. As for tak
ing away the Governor and Council 
powers over these funds I cannot 
see where it would do this sort of 
thing, 'but I can tell you it would 
simplify it very much, as Mr. Sweet
ser told you, in that it does cut out 
considerable entries which the gen
eral fund would now take care 'Of. 
I hope that the motion of the gen-

·tlewoman from Bath, does not pre
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bid
deford, Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Spe'aker, this 
bill r,emoves the c'Ontrol of this 
State's funds for education from 
the Governor and Council. And I 
want to ask the heads 'Of our pri
vate academies in this State, and 
the heads of our different school 
systems in this state, whether or 
not they have reached the point 
where they don't trust the Governor 
and the Executive CDuneil tD prDp
erly disburse the funds or want tD 
put them sDlely in the hands of the 
Commissioner of Education? 

Under date of February 27 of this 
YEar, your state Commissioner of 
Education sent this letter to every 
Superintendent 'Of SehDols in the 
State 'Of Maine: 

"STATE OF MAINE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Augusta 
February 27, 1945 

To: Superintendent of Schools 
From: Ha,rry V. Gilson, Commis

siDner of Education 
School App,ropria.tions 

A wartime economy has 'Of ne
CEE'sity caused dislocations in SChODI 
budgets, particularly in the amount 
nf state school subsidy allocated to 
towns and cities. Two factors in 
particular, the suspensions of Dper
ationsat Aroostook State Normal 
School and the exodus of popul,ation 
fr'Om small towns and rural areas 
have made available balances which 
in turn made it p'Ossible to increase 
the .census suhsidy from $1.51 in 
1942 to $2.85 in 1944." 

One part of this bill I want 
to' oall your attention tD is that in 
this bill the maximum state sub
sidy for each pupil attending a pub
lic S'ChDOI in this State is limited to 
$2.0.0. Now, under your present law, 
your maximum is $3, but it can be 
3c if the Governor and Council so 
dEsires, and I say that decision 
should be left with the Governor 
and Council, and not to the state 
Commissioner of Education, and I 
hope that the motion of the gentle
woman from Bath (Miss Deering) 
will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
o.n the motio.n o.f the gentlewoman 
from Bath, Miss Deering, to in
definitely p'Ostpone this bill. All 
those in favor of the motion will say 
yes; thDse oppolS'ed no. 
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A viva voce vDte being taken, the 
mDtion prevaHed, and the bill was 
indefinitely pOlStponed in nDn-con
currence and sent up for cDncur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the seventh 
matter Df unfinished business, Joint 
Order Relative to Study by Legis
~ative Research CDmmittee of the 
Various P.ensiDn Systems Df the 
State (H. P. 1439) tabled on April 
4th by Mr. PlayslOn of Portland, 
pendin'g' passage; and the Chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. PAYSON: This order was de
signed as an alternative proposition 
to the Interim Recess Committee 
for the study of pensions. From a 
worm's eye view of the situation 
I would say that the Interim Re
cess Committee is very much alive. 
This Order lo-oks sort of dead 
to me, so I move proper burial by 
indefinite postponement. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, moves 
for the indefinite postponement of 
the Order. Is this the pleasure of 
the House? 

The motion prevailed, and the 
Order was indefinitely postponed 
and sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the eighth 
matter of unfinished business, House 
Report "Ought to Pass in New 
Draft" rH. P. 1434) (L, D. 1122) of 
the Committee on Salaries and 
Fees on Bill "An Act Relating to 
the Salary of the Judg'e of the Lin
coln Municipal Court" (H. P. 678) 
(L. D. 32.6) tabled on April 4th by 
Mr. Perkins of Boothbay Harbor, 
pending acceptance of report; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle
man. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the bill and report be 
indefinitely postponed. My reason 
for doing so is that the bill follow
ing ,this includes clerk hire of $300. 
This is strictly a Lincoln County 
matter and we feel at this time 
that all we should do is give the 
clerk hire, espeCially in view of the 
fact that the judge's salary has been 
increased in the last few years 
from $700 to $1100. I hope this bill 
will be indefinitely postponed. 

The SlPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Perkins, 
moves indefinite postponement of 

this bill. Is this the pleasure of the 
House? 

The motiDn prevailed and the bill 
was indefinitely postponed and sent 
up f-or concurrence. 

The 'SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays befDre the House the ninth 
matter of unfinished business, HDuse 
Report "Ought to pass' of the Com
mittee on Salaries and Fees on Bill 
"An Act Relating to Clerk Hire in 
the Lincoln Municipal Court" (H. 
P.677) (L. D. 325) tabled on April 
4th by Mr. Perkins of Boothbay 
Harbor, pending ac·ceptance of re
port: and. the Chair recognizes that 
gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Perkins the 
"Ought to pass" report Df the com
mittee was accepted. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Jefferson, 
Mr. Gross. 

Mr. GROSS: Mr.Spaker, I move 
the indefinite postp-onement of the 
bill. 

A viva VDce vote being taken, the 
mDtiDn did nDt prevail. 

Thereupon, the bill, having al
ready been printed, was read twice 
under suspensiDn Df the rules, and 
was assigned fOT third reading this 
afternDon. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair lays 
befDre the HDuse the tenth ma,tter 
Df unfinished business, House Re
port "Ought to pass' of the Com
mittee on Salaries and Fees Dn Bill 
"An Act relating to Salary for 
Clerks in County Offices in Lincoln 
County" (E. P. 1096) (L. D. 783) 
tabled on April 4th by Mr. Perkins 
of Boothbay Harbor, pending !l!C
ceptance of report; and the Chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Perkins the 
"Ought to pass' report was accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
penSion of the rules and assigned 
for third reading this afternDon. 

The 'SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before ,the HDuse the eleventh mat
ter of unfinished business, House 
Report "Ought toO pass as amended 
by Committee Amendment "A" of 
the Committee on Sea and Shore 
Fisheries on Bill "An Act relating 
to' Bounty on Seals" (H. P. 1337) 
(L. D. 986) tabled on April 4th by 
Mr. Carpenter of Augusta, pending 
aeceptance of report: and the Chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 
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Mr. O~PENTEJR,: Mr. Speaker, 
When this btll ,came before Ithe Com
mi:ttee on Sea and Shore Fisheries 
no one appeared in opposit~on. The 
reason for that was because the op
position did not know about ,this bill 
until It!hey read about it in the 
paper, too late to appeara;ta public 
hearing. Now after they heard 
about it a group came here to Au
gusta. The Sea 'and Shore Fish
eries Committee were very gracious 
and heard them but after this ex
ecutive session several of the com
mittee told me that they could not 
take the testimony of these people 
who appeared at a private hearing, 
and I believe they were correct in 
that. We certainly do not want pri
vate hearings. So they reported the 
bill out "Ought to pass." It is not 
an uncommon thing. Of course 
proponents know what their bills 
are. They are here to try to get 
them through. Opponents some
times do not hear about it, as in 
this case. That is what I think the 
Legislature is for; to be a court of 
last resort. If that were not true 
all we would have to do in this Leg
islature would be to rUbber stamp 
committee findings "Ought to pass". 

The opposition ,to this bill is com
posed of roughly three groups. The 
first group is the Fish and Wild 
Life Service and this group takes 
in the Audubon SOeiety, the Humane 
Society and other societies in a 
rough way. Now ,this group of peo
ple feel that seals are a benefit-
t,halt they have a plaCe in the ocean 
the same as fish have a place in the 
ocean. They eat commereial fish; 
that is 'true, but they also eat fish 
t.ha!t are deltrimental to eommercial 
fish, so that the Wild Life people 
feel tha,t they are a bene,fit, that 
they do a service ,and should not be 
eradicated. 

The natural ha:bitat of Ithe seal 
fOI'merly was from the Marttime 
provinces to 'the Oarolina coast. Now 
the only place you find Atlantic 
seals in the United States is off the 
Coast of Maine. As an example 
of whalt a bounty bill does, the Btate 
of Massa,chusetts used to have seals 
-they have a $5,00 bounty now and 
they have exterminated seals in 
Massachusetts. I do not believe that 
is what we want in Maine. Sea,ls are 
one of oUir natural reSOUI'ces and we 
haven't any Itoo many. The state of 
California has seals. They lare well 
known and they advertise ,them. 
Their seals and their fishermen 
seem to live 1n harmony. 

What I am trying to say is, if 

we are going to kill them off, we 
want Ito have ,some way where the 
seals 'could be used. The s,kins can 
be used ,for various articles; the 
bodies ,ground up for ,fertilizer. Un
der this bill the only thing 'taken 
off the seal is the head. This head 
will be presented to the town clerk. 
I will say, "Here, I want $3.00," and 
then Ithe ,town clerk has to dispose 
of the head. I am glad I am not 
one of those town clerks. 

The next group which oppose 
,this bill are ,the hotel and resort 
owners. They are a very realistic 
group. The fishermen say: "Kill 
the seals." and the hotel owners 
say: "Kill the seal fishermen." In 
the first place they say seals are a 
natural attraction to ,the tourists in 
'Maine. They say, "Here we have a 
business that goes into the millions 
of dollars-why hurt it?" I think 
their real objection is the fact that 
when seals are shot the bodies come 
up on the beach. Perhaps their 
heads are off and perhaps not. The 
people 'teU me they don't like it. 
You don"t have to have a seal in 
front of your house to smell it. If 
the wind is right it ean be a mile 
a,way. 

The next group to oppose this bill 
are the home owners, people living 
along the coast of Maine. We have 
all had several letters on this. Here 
is a long letter written on both 
sides, rather hard to read, so I had 
a typewritten copy made. I will 
read a few sentences. This woman 
explains the ease better than any 
way I can do it. This letter is 
from Holbrook Island, Castine, 
Maine, written April 2, 1945: 

"Only today I learned that the 
Seal Bill had been favo,rably re
ported on by the Committee on Sea 
and Shore Fisheries. 

I feel that the bounty system is 
extremely and unnecessarily cruel 
but particula.rly so with seals, 
which are so difficult for the aver
age hunter to kill outright. When 
the wounded creature's agony is 
finally over, the tide invariably 
carries the carcass on someone's 
beach and then-is there any more 
nauseating stench in the world? If 
there is, it has yet to be my mis
fortune to smell it. 

What is even worse, dogs love the 
carrion although, due to the exces
sive amount of fat it contains, it 
makes them violently ill and often 
results in fatal skin and digestive 
disorders. We lost a beautiful Ger
man Shepherd because of a seal 
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bounty which provided him 'With 
sufficient carrion to kill him. I 
have a dog I depend upon for pro
tection when I am living here en
tirely alone". 

I will skip the next. 
"It seems to me that any scarcity 

of fish, of which the fishermen 
complain and which they blame on 
the seals, is actually due to them. 
Apparently there are no limits on 
a commercial, or should I say pro
fessional fisherman's catch and 
with present high prices as an in
ducement they are wantonly de
pleting all fish resources." 

I will skip the next 
"Several men in this neighbor

hood recently made as much as 
sixty dollars in one day smelt fish
ing when the ceiling price was 
forty-five cents a pound". Then 
she goes on to relate about others. 

"In 1939 a seal bounty was con
sidered necessary to protect the 
herring although actually the sein
ers were to blame". 

I guess that is enough-
"It is wanton extra.vagance to 

squander the tax-payer's money on 
bounties when, if indeed the con
trol of seals is necessary just now, 
which I strongly doubt, such work 
can be done so much more effi
ciently and economically by the 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
Bounty method is antiquated, im
practicable, inefficient and destruc
tive. Furthermore it encourages 
cruelty in youths and persons of 
low grade mentality and sadistic 
tendencies. 

(Signed) ANITA iHARRm." 
There are parts of this state that 

do not 'want this seal bounty and 
if this bill goes to the second read
ing' other parts of the state will 
ask for other amendments. This 
filing No. 146 is an amendment 
that excludes portions of the Bar 
Harbor distriet from the seal bill, 
and the County of York under 
filing No. 165, has put in an amend
ment so that the County of York 
will be excluded from this bill. I 
assure yOU that other counties will 
ask to be excluded from the bill. 
These are all fishing counties who 
know what they want, so I think 
the best way to handle this bill is 
to move for indefinite postpone
ment and I so move. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from North
port, Mr. Ames. 

Mr. AMES: Mr. Speaker: I rise 
for information. Is a motion to 
retable this matter at this time in 
order? 

The SPEAKER: The motion to re
table is always in order, but it is 
not debatable. 

Mr. AMES: Mr. Speaker, I want 
to inform the members why I 
asked- --

The SPEAKER: Does the gentle
man wish to make a motion to re
table this matter? 

Mr. AMES: I do, Mr. Speaker. 
Thereupon, the report was tabled 

pending acceptance until later in 
today's session. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair wishes 
to state that there is a lot of un
necessary noise during these ses
sions. Members have to cough but 
if the gentlemen and the gentle
women will please refrain from 
talking during the course of these 
matters, when matters come up for 
debate, it will not only be courtesy 
to the Speaker but it will facilitate 
the business of this session. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the twelfth mat
ter of unfinished business, Bill "An 
Act Amending the Charter of the 
City of Biddeford" (H. P. 733) (L. 
D. 402) tabled on April 4th by Mr. 
Renouf of Biddeford, pending third 
reading; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Renouf, the 
bill had its third reading. 

Mr. Renouf then offered House 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment"A" to H. P. 
733, L. D. 402, Bill "An Act Amend
ing the Charter of the Oity of 
Biddeford." 

Amend said Bm by adding at the 
end thereof the following: 

'Referendum. This act shall take 
effect 90 days after the adjourn
ment of this legislature only for the 
purpose of permitting its submission 
to the legal voters of the city of 
Biddeford at the next general elec
tion therein. For the purposes of 
such election, the city clerk shaH 
reduce the subject matter to the 
following question: "Shall 'An Act 
Amending the Charter of the City 
of Biddeford', passed by the 92nd 
legislature, be approved?", and the 
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voters shall indicate by a cross, 
placed within a square upon their 
ballots, over the words "Yes" or 
"No" their opinion of the same. 
This act shall: take effect for all 
the purposes of this act immedi
ately upon the acceptance of this 
act at the above election. The re
sult of the vote shall be declared 
by the Municipal officers and cer
tifica te thereof filed by the city 
clerk with the secretary of state.' 

The SPEJAKEJR: Is it now the 
pleasure of the House to adopt 
House Amendment "A". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Camden, Mr. Lord. 

Mr. LORD: Mr. Speaker, I move 
the indefinite postponement of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Camden, Mr. Lord, moves the 
indefinite postponement of House 
Amendment "A". Is this the pleas
ure of the House? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Biddeford, Mr. Renouf. 

Mr. RENOUF: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a sec
ond term member of the House, 
I am now making my maiden 
speech. The City of Biddeford, with 
its neighboring city of Saco, form 
the industrial center of Southern 
Maine, and is the home of Sac 0-
Lowell Shops, one of the country's 
leading producers of textile machin
ery; the home of Pepperell Manu
facturing Company and the York 
Manufacturing Company, a subsid
iary of the New England Indu.stries 
group; the Diamond Match Com
pany; the Kesslen Shoe Shops, and 
many other industries and business 
enterprises. 

The present population is in ex
ces" of 23,000 inhabitants. 

The City of Biddeford is the 
fourth largest city in the State of 
Maine. Notwithstanding the fact 
that Eeveral thousand of our boys 
and girls are now actively engaged 
on all war fronts and fighting for 
the principals of democracy, our 
population has increased due to the 
exigencies of the war. 

As the business manager of a 
large labor organization in the City 
of Biddeford, during the perform
ance of the duties of that office, 
I daily come into contact with many 
of the leaders of industry and bus
iness enterprises, as well as the 
many workers in our local indus
tries. It has been my experience 
that the citizens of Biddeford feel 

that our Superintendent of Schools 
is now doing a full-time job. On 
many occasions since the beginning 
of this session, I have discussed 
with these people to whom I have 
just referred the question of the 
expediency of the formation of a 
school union which would include 
the towns of Dayton and North 
Kennebunkport with the City of 
Biddeford. They practically unani
mously agree that the formation of 
such a union would be unwise and 
detrimental to the better interests 
of the school children, their chil
dren. Neither of the towns of North 
KennebUnkport or Dayton maintain 
grammar schools. The grammar 
s·chool children of North Kenne
bunkport naturally are transported 
to the town of Kennebunk for their 
further education. The grammar 
school children of the town of Day
ton are transported to the Town of 
Alfred, the nearest neighboring 
town, for their further education. 

Unlike most of the cities and 
towns of the State, the Superin
tendent of the schools of the City of 
Biddeford has supervision not only 
of the evening schools but also of 
a vocational education program 
conducted in our local industries. 
During the summer months he like-
wise must determine innumerable 
questions involving the issuance of 
work permits. 

As was pointed out to you, the 
propos·ed law seeks to take away 
from the School Board of the City 
of Biddeford as provided in the 
Charter granted by the Legislature 
in 1933, the right to elect a Super
intendent of Schools for a term of 
years. Last year the school board, 
before it received any notice from 
the State Commissioner that it was 
to form a School Union, made a 
contract which is now eXisting and 
entitled to full faith and credit un
der our State Constitution with our 
present Superintendent of Schools 
for a term of 3 years. Under the 
law, the superintendent has a legal 
right to demand that the City of 
Biddeford perform its end of this 
contract. 

For these reasons, Itnd believing 
in the principles of Home Rule, I 
hope that this House will adopt 
House Amendment "A" whkh will 
giv·e to the citizens of the City of 
Biddeford an opportunity to ex
press their opinion regarding the 
expediency of the formation of the 
Union Which the State Oommis-
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sioner of Education is seeking to 
enfnrce. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the g-entleman from Gor
ham, Mr. Rus,sell. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Mr. Speaker, this 
amendment seems to be another of 
several effnrts made by the City of 
Biddeford to give it the right to set 
aside its obligations to the State las 
a whole. The state law, established 
now -for more than twenty-five 
years, has been in favor of district 
superintendency. At first'the cities 
with a population nf over fifty 
thousand with a teaching list of 
over fifty teachers were allowed to 
have a superintendent of their own. 

About 12 or 13 years ago, how
ever, conditions having changed in 
the State thrnugh easier methods 
of transportation and because of 
better trained teachers, the State 
Legislature decided that only cities 
ha ving at least 75 public schonl 
teachers should have a superin
tendent of their own. The State is 
interested in that matter because 
it subsidizes every superintendent 
in the State. Now the City of Bid
deford, as said in this ronm before, 
has fewer than 75 public school 
te3!ching positions; it has, I believe, 
56 public school teaching positions. 
The gentleman in pres1enting this 
amendment wants the privilege 
for the voters in the City of Bidde
ford to have the right to set aside 
State legislation. I believe it would 
be a very unwise procedure for the 
State to accede. I do hope his mo
tinn will not pass this House. 

The SPEAKER: The C:hair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bid
deford, Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speak·er, the 
last spea~er omitted to say that at 
the same time in 1933 when the 
number of teaching positions was 
increased from 50 to 75 the Legisla
ture in 1933 saw fit to give to the 
City of Biddefnrd the right to con
tract for its own Superintendent of 
Schools. 

My colleague from Biddeford, Mr. 
Renouf, has referred to our vari
ous industries, and one of the mem
bers of our school board, elected un
der the doctrine of home rule, elect
ed by the free ballot for which our 
boys are fighting, isa former gen
eral mall'll!ger of ,all of the Diamond 
Match Industries in the U. S. Our 
school board went on record as 
unanimously opposed to the union 
suggested by the former speaker, a 
member of the regrouping cnmmit
teeand the State Commission of 

Education, and I will take the opin
ion of Mr. Cheney, a member of our 
school board, against your commit
tee or your Stat,e Commissioner of 
Education, whose activities are so 
varied that he is not only inter
ested in the matters of the State of 
Maine; he would even dictate fed
er·al appointment. 

I want to re.fer to the PorUand 
Press Herald of March 27, 1945 un
der the heading of "Inside in Wash
ington" by Elisabeth May Craig. 
The question before the U. S. 8en
at·e at that time was on the con
firmation of Aubr'ey WilHarns as 
Director of the R. E. A. At that 
time the junior senator from the 
State of Maine, the Honorable 
Ralph O. Brewster, made a few re
marks and upon being questioned 
by Senator Hatoh the following 
occurred: Senator Hatch of New 
Mexico asked if the Maine Com
missioner of Education had pro
tested against Williams' confirma
tion and Brewster said nC), that he 
had sent a "very strong endorse
ment of Williams." Well, well, I 
didn't think it was so strong, so I 
want to put it in the record. This 
is the letter: 

"My association with Aubrey Wil
liams convinces me that he is inno
cent of charges made that he is un
christian and communist1c. Speak
ing as a private 'Citizen it is my 
sincere hope that approval of his 
appointment as administrator of 
R. E. A. may be considered solely 
on the basis of his qualifications 
for the position. I have complete 
confidence in your ability to judge 
the man. 

(Signed) HARRY V. GILSON." 
And I say again your junior sena

tor fmm Maine, regardless of the 
letter of the State Commissioner 
of Edueation, did not vote for the 
confirmation of Aubrey Wi.mams. 

The SPEAKER: The ChaIr recog
nizes the gentleman from Biddeford, 
Mr. Nadeau. 

Mr. NADEAU: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: We do not 
ask you to vote against the measure; 
all we ask of you is to give the 
privilege to the citizens of Biddeford 
to say if they think it would be 
wise to change the law. 

Supposing the ehange should be 
made - what would the State of 
Maine gain by it? At the most 
$4>000.000 - and we are not so sure 
about that. If the Superintendent 
Df .schools has to travel so many 
extra miles he may expe-ct an in-
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crease in salary. School Superin
tendents like everybody else have 
to pay for their gas, oil, re
pairs, etc. What would the school 
children of Biddeford lose by the 
passing of this law? They would 
lose a full time superintendent and 
have in exchange a part time super
intendent, all for the sake of maybe 
$400.00. We raise salaries of teach
ers and better their pension-why? 
Because we want the best teachers 
and want to keep them for Maine. 
If it is important to have good 
teachers, supervision should be im
portant. 

Two weeks ago we voted to au
thorize the County Commissioner of 
Aroostook to spend for advertising 
a sum of money not to exceed $5000. 
Why didn't we vote the same privi
lege for all the counties? Because 
the other counties didn't seem to 
think it would be beneficial to them, 
but the representative from Aroos
took County urged us to pass it be
cause it would be beneficial to its 
citizens. So the needs of different 
cities and towns are not all the 
same. We cannot compare Bidde
ford with Portland so we should 
not compare Biddeford with smaller 
towns. So this is why we urge you 
to adopt the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Camden, 
Mr. Lord. 

Mr. LORD: Mr. Speaker, Iiu.st 
want to make a few remarks relat
ing to the real issue that is before 
us which I hope will not be confused 
by remarks by the gentleman from 
Biddeford referring to the present 
Commissioner of Education. I have 
no brief to hold for him whatever. 
I simply say that the issue between 
the present Commissioner and the 
City of Biddeford really is an issue 
between the law of the State and 
the City of Biddeford. The present 
Commissioner happens to be the 
man who tried to enforce the law. 
Before this Legislature there have 
been two or three bills to change 
the law in favor of Biddeford, allow
ing Biddeford to have a special law 
relating to the Superintendent of 
Schoo-Is, and we have refused that 
in eachc~se. This amendment, of 
course, wIll defeat What we have 
already done in passing the amend
ment to the Charter of the City of 
Biddeford. That is all the purpose 
of the amendment is, of course. 
The inhabitants of the' City of 
Biddeford do not want that Charter 

changed and if this amendment is 
passed, of course they would not 
vote in favor of the amendment to 
the Charter so the issue we have 
to confront is this: Shall we make 
a special law for the employment 
of a Superintendent of Schools for 
the City of Biddeford or shall we 
hold to the general law? 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Camden, Mr. Lord, for the 
indefinite postponement of House 
Amendment "A." All those in favor 
of the motion will say yes; all those 
opposed, no. 

A viva voce vote being doubted, 
A division of ,the House was had. 
Sixty-five having voted in the af-

firmative and 24 in the negative, 
the motion prevailed and Hou.se 
Amendment "A" was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Thereupon, the Bill was passed 
to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the Hou.se the thirteenth 
matter of unfinished bu.siness Bill 
"An Act relating to Keeping Cer
tain Animals Confined" (H. P. 1426) 
(L. D. 11106) tabled on April 4th by 
Mr. Williams of Auburn, pending 
third reading; and the Ohair rec
ognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I want to 
call your attention for just a mo
ment to the bill relating to keeping 
certain animals confined. You have 
it before you, it is L. D. 1'106 -
"Owners and keepers of sheep, 
swine, horses, mules, goats, cattle, or 
poultry shall adequately enclose and 
confine such animals so as to pre
vent them from running at large 
outside of such enclosure." 

If I understand that clearly, it 
means you must keep enclosed all 
animals and all po-ultry and not 
permit these animals to run at large 
at any time. If we go on to the 
next paragraph, you must do that 
at your peril or you will become a 
violator of the law. If you have an 
ambitious hen in your yard who 
flies over the fence, assuming this 
hen goes over and scratches in a 
garden and d(}es a little damage 
anywhere - if any damage is 
ca used by reason of such animal 
running at large, the owner or keep
er shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than $100. or imprison
ment of not more than ninety days 
or both the fine and imprisonment. 
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That may he a proper method of 
accomplishing some results that I 
understand are intended under 'this 
particular act. However, it does 
seem like rather a severe penalty, 
if an animal does escape from your 
pasture or a hen from your hen 
yard and does any damage, that you 
thereby are subject to a fine of $100 
or ninety days in jail, and to bring 
thts maUer to your attention I move 
illdefinite postponement to this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from New 
Gloucester, Mr. Wells. 

Mr. WELLS: Mr. ,Speaker, this is 
my first session in the Legislature. 
Up to this time I have not said a 
word in the House and not too mwch 
'Outside. However, when a bill comes 
up for pa,ssage that would make a 
man or woman face 9.0 days in jail 
for a cow damaging crops or if a 
'hen gets away and scratches up a 
hill of beans, it is too much. I am 
firmly 'Opposed to it when a man 
gets away with something. If the 
penalty was only $1.00 fine. that 
would be bad enough but when 90 
days in jail can be added to that, 
it is too much. I know there are 
people who are careless in looking 
after their stock but they can be 
sued a't court for any damage un
der the present laws. I hope that 
this bill does not pass. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Ghair rec-
ognizes 'the gentleman from 
MechaniJc Falls, Mr. Hemphill. 

'Mr. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker and 
,Members of the House: I know 
but very few farmers, in fact I 
don't know any farmers but what 
keep their animals confined as best 
they can, but once in a while an 
,animal will get out, especially a hen 
fly 'Over the fence. H two neighbors 
get a little at swords' point and one 
or the other has a hen 'Or some
thing else ,that gets out and destroys 
maybe five cents' worth of stuff, he 
,has an awful leverage a,gainst his 
neighbor. I think you are inviting 
a lot of trouble when you pass this 
bill. I go along with Mr. Williams 
and propose indefinite postpone
ment of this bill because I think it 
is terrible. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bruns
wiek. Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BR:OWN: Mr. Speaker, I think 
I would like to go along with the 
gentlemen who have already spoken 
on 'this hill. " 

A shol't 'time ago we 'had a bill 
intl'OdU!ced requiring that bulls be 
confined, when over 18 months old, 
and the young ones left loose. I 
think there was a lot of good in 
that. In fact, I was thinking that 
over, and here is the result: 
"As I go strolling in the spring, 

down in some shady lea, 
Will I he startled from my dreams, 

by a bull that chases me? 
He may look mad; he may act bad; 

am I worried by his raJge? 
I know his brand,-he's Ferdinand, 

not 18 months of age." 
(Laughter) 
I would have been in f'avor of that 

bill, but I think this bill should be 
indefinitely postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes 'the gentleman from Bing
ham. Mr. Dutton. 

Mr. DUTTON: Mr. Speaker, I 
think ,tihere is a lot of merit in this 
bill but I believe it is terribly over
done. I have a neiighbor who was 
noted for not taking care oJ his 
animals. !He had 'thirty-seven sheep 
-they ,got out of Vhe pen and went 
into my neighbor's field :and pro
ceeded 'DO fill up on perfect,ly nice 
new seeded clover. The man who 
owned 'the land went to the person 
who owned ,the sheep and he said, 
"Pat, you will have to take care of 
your sheep; there are thirty-five of 
them up there in my fi'eld at the 
present time". Pat said, "There 
should have been thirty-seven". I 
had at one time fifteen barrels of 
hand picked apples, very nice ap
ples. This same neighbor's cattle. 
thirty-two in number, visited the 
yard that night and they ate all the 
apples but about one-half bushel. 
We came back the next morning 
and found those barrels of apples 
had been eaten and demolished. I 
sent a man over to my neighbor's 
and he told him they had eaten up 
eleven or twelve barrels of apples. 
"Oh," he said, "eleven or twelve 
barrels? Those cows must have 
been terribly hungry for apples." 

I !feel very much as ,though t,his 
measure, while nice, is altogether 
too drastic and I hope for indefinite 
postponement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Range
ley, Mr. True. 

Mr. TRUE: Mr. Speaker, this is 
a good bill, I know that-it came 
out of the committee unanimously 
"Ought to pass". I guess probably 
we got too many chickens in it. 
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This bill is a department bill; it is 
a bill to go along with the Bang's 
Disease. If you use one half mil
lion dollars to eradicate Bangs Dis
ease and then let cattle roam at 
will, it looks like rather poor busi
ness to the Department. The law 
we have on the books at this time 
is very weak. It is almost impos
sible to do anything with a violator. 
A moral la,w is as good as the peo
ple wish it to be. A written law is 
as good as the fear of the penalty 
of that law. I would like to table 
this until I can offer an amend
ment and especially assign it for 
tomorrow morning. 

The SPEIAKER: The gentleman 
from Rangeley, Mr. True, moves 
that this bill be tabled until to
morrow morning. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion preva.iled, and the 
bill was so tabled and so assigned. 

On motion by Mr. Ward of Mil
linocket, 

The House recessed until four 
o'clock this afternoon. 

After Recess - 4 P. M. 

The House was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: The first oq::ler 
of business this afternoon is the 
third reading of bills which were 
especially assigned for third reading 
this afternoon. The members will 
find the mimeographed list of these 
bills on their desks. 

Passed To Be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act relating to Clerk 

Hire in the Lincoln Municipal 
Court" (H. P. 677) (L. D. 325) 

Bill. "An Act relating to Salary 
for Clerks in County Offices in Lin
coln County" (H. P. 1096) (L. D. 
783) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended 
Bill. "An Act to Grant a New 

Charter to the City of Rockland" 
<H. P. 1425) (L. D. 1113) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading. 

Mr. Payson of Portland, offered 

House Amendment "A" and moved 
its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1425, L. D. 1113, Bill "An Act to 
Grant a New Charter to the City 
of Rockland" 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
in the third line of section 708, of 
the printed bill, the following: "224, 
225, 226, and 227" and inserting in 
place thereof '225, 226, 227 and 228' 

Further amend said Bill by strik
ing out all of the second sentence 
in section 405 thereof. 

House Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the bill as amended 
passed to be engrossed and sent up 
for concurrence. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
(Continued) 

Bill "An Act to Incorporate the 
'Guardian Loan Co.''' (H. P. 1456) 
(L. D. 1156) 

Bill "An Act to Authorize Out
side Audit of State Books" (H. P. 
1457) (L. D. 1157) 

Bill "An Act Designating Certain 
Academies as High Schools and re
lating to Membership in the Maine 
Teachers' Retirement System" (H. 
P. 1458) (L. D. 1158) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Salary 
of ¥arious Officers of Waldo Coun'
ty" (H. P. 1459) (L. D. 1159) 

Bill "An Act re},ating to Automo
bile Travel by State Employees" (H. 
P. 1461) (L. D. 1161) 

Resolve in favor of a Special Re
ceas Committee to Study all Pen
sion and Retirement Laws of the 
state and Report to the Legislature 
(H. P. 1429) (L. D. 1110) 

Were r,eported by the Commit
tee on Bills in the Third ReadiIi.g, 
Bills read the third time, Resolve 
read the second time, ,all passed to 
be engrossed and sent to the Sen
ate. 

Amended Bill and Resolve 
Bill "An Act Concerning Agricul

tural Oooperative Associations" (S. 
P. 343) (L. D. 897) 

Ries,olve to Apoint a State Board 
for Approval of Institutions Offer
ing Sp'8cialized Training (H. P. 941) 
(L. D. 543) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading the 
Bill read the third time, the' Re
solve read the second time, all 
passed to be engrossectand sent to 
the Senate. 
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The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
Iays before the House the four
teenth matter of unfinished busi
ness, Bill "An Act relating to the 
Salary of Judge of Probate of Han
cock County" (H. P. 1401) (L. D. 
I(72) which in the House was en
grossed without amendment, and in 
the Senate was engrossed 'as 
amended by Senate Amendment 
"A", tlabled on Apr:il 5th by Mr. 
Sa.rgent 'Of Bucksport, pending fu.r
ther considemtiDn; 'and the Ch'air 
recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. SaJ:"g'ent, the 
House voted to reconsider its ac
tion whereby it passed this bill to 
be engrossed. 

Senate Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

Senate Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1401, L. D. 1072, Bill "An Act Re
lating to the Salary of Judge of 
Pl'Obate of Hancock County." 

Amend siaid Bill by striking out 
the underlined fi~es "$2,500" in 
the last line thereof 'and inserting 
in place thereof the underlined fig
ures '$2,300'. 

On further motion by Mr. Sar
gent, Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence, and the 
Bill was passed to be engrossed as 
a,mended in concurl'ence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lavs before the House the fifteenth 
matter of unfinished business, "An 
Act to Accomplish Confol'mity to 
Sbate School Building Standa.rds" 
(S. P. 19'7) (L. D. 487) tabled on 
April 5th by Mr. Ela of Anson, 
pending enactment; 'and the Cha:ir 
recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. ELA: Mr. Speaker, I tabled 
this bill the other day simply as a 
matter of courtesy, and I will lay 
it before the House. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Brew
er, Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that this bill be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Brewer, Mr. Thompson, moves 
that this bill be indefinitely post
poned. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Monmouth, Mr. Marsans. 

Mr. MARSANS: Mr. Speaker, be
fore this thing goes toa vote, I 
would like to at least mention a 
thing or two about this particular 
bill. It went along, the committee 
report of course was favorable, the 
report was unanimous, it was on its 

way to beenaeted until it was 
tabled. As far as I know, the only 
thing this bill is trying to do is to 
set up a building code in the State 
of Maine insofar as its schools are 
concerned. At the present time, 
with the possible exception of very 
minor details as to heat, light, ven
tilation and sanitation, the State 
has no control over the type of 
building that shall be erected any
where in the State. It does, up to 
four rooms, have the ability to sub
mit plans which may be used, but, 
over four rooms, it does not even 
have the power to do that. There 
are places throughout the State 
where buildings have been built in 
late years that do not in any way 
conform to what is proper-to what 
a school building should contain. 
The State is trying to get away from 
the wastefulness that has taken 
place in many towns. Now this bHl 
has been put in. 

A case came up where Dr. Her
bert Blair, Professor of Education 
at Boston College, made" a visit to 
the State of Maine recently. In 
Lewiston, the Martel School, built 
not too long ago at a cost of 
$100,000, at the time it was built 
it was already 40 or 50 years behind 
the times, and it 'could have been 
built for half the amount involved. 
B4t because we had no set-up 
whereby we could go in and tell 
that particular town what it was 
supposed to do, they have a school 
which is now entirely inadequate. 

My friend, Mr. Thompson of 
Brewer, has a wonderful school 
which was recently built, but if he 
asked his superintendent of schools, 
Mr. Howard Houston, he would 
find out that his school was built 
on a very poor site. If this law had 
been in effeet, they wouldn't be 
faced with the situation that they 
are, where they built it on a low, 
swampy piece of ground, without 
enough room around the building 
for their purposes. Otherwise it 
was perfectly adequate. Thel'e was 
no one around to say, "That lot 
is no gOOd. Move it a little bit, 
over here." 

The Federal Government has 
started building schools in different 
sections of the State, in Kittery, 
Old Orchard Beach, Portland, and 
other sections, where industry has 
gathered, and need for additional 
schools is felt. The Federal Govern
ment is stepping in and building 
schools, and we have nothing to say 
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about it. They are putting them in 
sections where, after this is o~er, 
we are going to have a beautiful 
building, but it will be miles from 
where it should be located. 

I definitely feel that this is a 
good bilL and something we need 
to help Maine up. from its cellfl:r 
position. And I thmk too much IS 
being made of the fact that any
thin'" which emanates from the De
part~nent of Education has the 
stamp of the Commissioner of Edu
cation on it. There is too much 
dealing in personalities. We are 
killing good bills because one or 
two individuals do not happen to 
like other individuals. I certainly 
hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Brewer, Mr. Thompson, does 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Brewer, 
Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
am very sorry to have to speak on 
this amendment. In regard to our 
school building, it is not located in 
any swamp. It is locateq on ~ high 
piece of land and I don t thmk he 
knows what he is talking about. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentlewoman from Bath, 
Miss Deering. 

Miss DEERING: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am a 
member of the Committee on Edu
cation. There was no minority re
port signed on this bill; there. were 
other bills that came out Without 
minority reports. I think it took 
a little time to fully realize the 
trend in whi·ch our education bills 
were going. You can take one bill 
and it says one thing; you take 
another bill and it says another 
thing. Take a few of these by 
themselves, they were perfectly all 
right but if you put them together 
and get a clear picture of them 
you will realize the trend of our 
education in the State of Mame. 

I am not dealing in personalities, 
I do not care to deal in personali
ties but I am a teacher, I am in
ter~sted in education and if I poss
ibly can I shall see to it that our 
towns and our cities will be able 
to run their educational affairs. 
Most of all I want it to be so that 
a teacher will be allowed to give her 
courses in her school as she sees 
fit. One teacher may put over one 
subject one way, another may put 
it over another way. As long as 
she gets it over, that is the im
portant thing. 

Now this bill states that the Com
missioner of Education will see aU 
plans for renovation, remode~in~ or 
changing in our school bUlldmgs, 
plus approving or disapproving of 
the site of the s·chool. Bath has 
one of these schools here that the 
Federal Government said, "You 
shall have that school there." It 
does not comply with our wishes-:
it is not where we want It. It will 
be left out when this war is over. 
By approving of the plans and sites 
and having this control, we have a 
housing project in the City of Bath 
now where the City of Bath did not 
want it but the Federal Govern
ment said "We approve of the site 
and approve of the plans." We 
argued we fought, we got nowhere. 
It may sound funny but it is not 
funny to the people in those houses 
who have to go in their front doors 
by boat because it is on swampy 
land. Our City Fathers said, "That 
is swampy land; it is not a good 
site" but the people who have the 
app~oval and the disapIJroval of the 
plans of the houses and sites said, 
"That will be the site of yoer hous
ing project, we wa~t i~ there." We 
have it there. ThiS IS mu,ch the 
same thing right here. Your locality 
will not be able to say, "We want 
this school here." For instance, if 
someone in your city or town wish~s 
to leave a memorial to someone m 
the service and would like to be 
able to design the type of school 
and give the site for it, that pl'!r
scm cannot give it nor ean the city 
or town accept it until the Com
missioner of Education says "All 
ri"'ht." I feel it is too much to 
d;prive our dties and towns of the 
right to build their s~hools on the 
site they want. I thmk .educatlOn 
has progressed to the pomt where 
our town fathers and mothers 
and vou do have a lot of women on 
school boards now - are interested 
not particularly in the appearance 
of the building but what IS best for 
their ,children and I think they 
should be able to say what is best 
for their children in these com
munities. 

I certainly hone the motion of 
the gentleman from Brewer, Mr. 
Thompson, prevails. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Mon
mouth, Mr. Marsans. 

Mr. MARSANS: Mr. Speaker, a 
lot of the things the gentlewoman 
from Bath (Miss Deering) men
tioned are definitely truths; people 
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wanting to have the best for their 
children and the various other 
things she mentioned. That was 
aside from the thing involved in 
this particu}ar bill. 

I do want to point out here that 
her situation in Bath in regard to 
what the Federal Government has 
done is just the thing this bill is 
trying to do away with. If you will 
read the bill it says, "any locality. 
which receives state funds even 
though such schaol buildings may 
be built or remodeled by grant af 
federal funds or lacated upan 'fed
eral land within the state," the 
state will have something to say 
abaut the building gaing an it. 
Right naw we cannot; that is why 
they place these things araund here 
that will not be useful later on. We 
shauld have samething So' we can 
say, "Now look, we have something 
to' say about the building ar re
modeling even an your own land." 
When it says the Commissioner 
here, it daes not mean the Com
missioner himself has passed on 
that-it says the Commissianer and 
the Bureau of Health. As I see it, 
when they mentian "Cammissianer" 
it means the Department of Educa
tian, not just that one man. All 
bills usually mention "Commission
er," but he cannot passibly run 
around ,and take care of all these 
things himself. Yau would desig
nate the Department of Educatian 
and it does include the Bureau of 
Health. 

We might say that towns know 
best what to' do but we see many 
!nstances through aut the country 
where towns have built schoals and 
they are toO' close to the road, no 
playground space in frant and no 
place far an athletic field. They 
thought they knew what they were 
doing, they thaught they were da
ing the best thing; but, because 
they had no one to talk to they 
built them in places that might be 
perhaps a little inadequate. I think 
this wauld be helpful in supplying 
towns or cities with information 
as to what was rIght to do in re
gard to praper schaol buildings. 
Other states have it, they have it 
as part of their regular programs 
for building schaols. The towns say 
they want to build a school and the 
department goes out and shows 
them the best site, nat only because 
of the lay of the land but for the 
inhabitants; and shows the m 
whether it is a place not tao crawd
ed, and the different things that 

go into the building of a school 
praperly. Again I say I am against 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Brewer, Mr. Thompsan. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bidde
ford, Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speaker, ap
parently the State Commissioner 
of Educatian on this "must" bill be
fore the Legislature 'forgot that he 
is nat working any longer for the 
National youth Administration and 
is now State Commissianer of Edu
cation for the State of Maine. The 
previous speaker painted out very 
definitely that aur cities and tawns 
need same advice but I don't think 
it is necessary that we take advice 
from the Natianal Yauth Adminis
tratian. The previous speaker has 
referred to this fact that possibly 
the towns have been misguided. 
,Again let me paint out to yau that 
when yau submit to the Federal 
Government a program far the 
building af a school that you don't 
get Federal funds unless you cam
ply with the Federal law. 

In regard to' this bill, the previaus 
speaker says that it daes nat mean 
the Cammissianer of Educatian. 
You have already added three 
deputy cammissianers during the 
past year, so yau are gaing to have 
anather one to take care af uni
formity af schaal building. You 
can't apply it any other way: if the 
last speaker means what he said, 
that is what it means, so you are 
building up again a future bureau 
in the State Hause. 

AJt 'the last sessian we were faced 
with a propasitian far providing 
adequate hausing facilities' fOT all 
o:f OUT State DepaTtments-if we 
add another deputy you are gaing 
to have some secretaries and you 
are going to' increase the power af 
this Bureaucrat 'from Washing'ton 
who has been imparted into the 
Sta'te 'Of Maine to tell you what you 
and Isihall dO'. Same kind dtizen 
donate-sa lot, i:t is 5.00 feet by 4.00 
feet, a veery good lot, and 'the citi
zens af thait town get together and 
appropr1!l!te maney ,to put 'up a 
building on that lot. The state 
Commissianer of Education says 
"No, we dan't want that lat, we 
want a lot ,that is 500 feet by 491 
feet" so you can't accept rthat lot 
you have g·ot ,to go aut in yaur town 
,and buy anather lat, 'that is what 
,this hill means. In other words, 
you have got an impartation into 
'the State 'Of Maine of the very 
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things that the Republican party of 
,the State of Maine has been com
plaining about in the Bureaucrat of 
W,ashington. That is what you have 
in the s'tate Depal'tment of Edl.wa
tion ,today, a Bureaucrat. 

This morning there was a bill de
feated beoaUise of your state Com
miss~oner of Educa'tion, a bill that 
'he sponsored. He didn't even want 
to bother with having the Gavernar 
and Council elected by the people 
of the S't.ate 'Of Matne. There is 
adequate hw on your statute books 
at the present ,time to take care of 
school buildings. The section be
fore, the section which is repealed 
under this bill, provides ,the Sta'te 
Department of Educa'tion can pro
vide p1ans upon the request of any 
community of the State of Maine 
faT building a school building. Un
der this bill here-the first of it is 
struck oulr-yau can look at tt
it says if you don't aocep'~ the plans 
submitted by the State Department 
of IEducation yau must pTovide sev
eral things and if you don't you are 
not entitled to any Sta,te s>~ip'end, 
but under this bill you 'comply with 
the wishes of t,his Bureaucrat from 
Washington or else. I hopebhe 
motion to indefinitely posDpone this 
bill preva.ils. 

The Speaker recognizes the gen
tlemanfrom Bridgton, Mr. Rankin. 

Mt. RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, I am 
wholely in agreement, as I under
stand it, with the Department of 
Educ,ation, but I don't like this bill. 
I 'think it is very undesirable. Our 
school system and the Department 
of Education is supposed Ito be one 
of ,the main vehides in the teaching 
of democracy. Perhaps it is too 
mUM to exped that we should have 
more 'freedom in this ma'tter. I wiS'h 
all of us would think a little ser
iously on what 't,his means to various 
towns ,and cities. California has the 
best school buildings of any state 
in the oauntry and I was struck by 
,the tremendous variety of them. I 
think there is a certain social, 
demDcraltic and artistic value in 
having buildings and their furnish
ings in great variety. I don't think 
they ought to be aU of a standard 
fixed 't:roe. 

I believe the town authorities, the 
citizens, members of the school 
hoard and school aut110Tities are 
amply able to take oare of this 
matter. I should hope that the De
pal'tment of Education would have 
plans and thDse pIans would be can
sul>ted and be at ,the serviJce of the 

various school boards in the cities 
and towns and school units, bU'tit 
seems ,to me this bill carries the 
matter entirely ,too far. It seems to 
me if we go along this course, there 
will be very little democracy and 
liberty in the management of our 
school system. Therefore, I am in 
favor of the motion to postpone. 

The SPE:AKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Brewer, Mr. Thompson, that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Gasca, Mr. Cole. 

Mr. COLE: Mr. Speaker, I come 
from a small town and I have been 
associated with small towns all of 
my life. I know samething of the 
average general caliber 'Of school 
committees of the average town. I 
think that probably the average is 
rising. I still believe that we have 
tDO many towns in the state of 
Maine already ,where the average 
ability of the citizens to serve on 
the school committee-which is a 
very powerful committee in any 
town as you all understand-where 
that average ability is not quite 
sufficient to cape perhaps with the 
problems that come before it. I 
think we are reading too much in
to this bill. I think we are too 
afraid. What do we have a school 
department, a State Department 
of Education for anyway, if it is 
not to be a source of intelligence 
to which we can turn for same 
guidance in educational matters. 
It seems to me that it stands for 
us as a sort of institution to which 
we can look for help and I per
sonally have no fears that the De
partment of Education is going to 
all of a sudden turn antagonistic to 
the best democratic ideals and 
principles of the state 'Of Maine. 
I haven't that fear. I would rather 
see for myself authority ladged 
somewhere whi-ch in the final anal
ysis would compel, if needed, the 
proper choice of sites and the 
proper specifications for buildings 
ra,ther than to' have no authority 
anywhere to which to turn. So I 
am not in favor of the motion pre
sented by the gentleman fram 
Brewer, Mr. Thompson. 

The SPE:AKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Pittsfield, 
Mr. Vickery. 

Mr. VICKERY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the Legislature: Some 
twenty years ago I started my first 
experience in the Department of 
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Education relative to the remodel
ing of school buildings and I have 
been on that or similar problems of 
the Department for the last twenty 
years. Sometimes in our commu
nity we have won our point, some
times we have lost. I happen to 
come from a community where if 
the committee on a building project 
had had some central authority 
down here to visualize the proper 
location for a school building, we 
would not today be regretting the 
building which we have. 

I have found, although I have 
had many differences of opinion 
with the Department of Education 
over the past twenty years, that in 
spite of those differences either on 
building projects, school unions or 
whatnot, that I am thoroughly 
convinced we need here in the De
partment of Education some source 
of authority. 

I believe that this is a good bill 
and I would like to see it passed. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Brewer, Mr. Thompson, that 
the bill will be indefinitely post
poned. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Clifton, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I 
don't care to 'add any new argu
ments to the question before us, 
but it appears from the remarks 
we have heard this afternoon that a 
study of the bill rewlves itself into 
just one question: Home rule v·ersus 
State rule. 

I do not know where you stand 
on that issue. I do not doubt but 
what the Department of Educ'ation 
knows a lot more ·about building 
school building.s than a lot of the 
members of school boards do. I was 
surprised to hear that the fine 
building at Br'ewer is in the wrong 
location, but my friend from Brew
e,r, Mr. Thompson, can correct it 
by moving it ·a few f.eet when he 
gets back to Brewer. 

I think if we are to keep home 
rule in the cities and towns of 
Maine, n~gm'ding education, we 
want to vote against this bill. If 
you believe it should be turned over 
to supermind.s in the Department 
of Education, I believe you should 
vote in favor of the bill. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Brewer, Mr. Thompson, that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 
All those in favor of the motion will 
say yes; those opposed no. 

A viva voc,e vot·e being taken, the 
motion preva.iled, and the bill was 
indefinitely postponed in non-con
currence and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
b2fore the House the sixte'enth mat
ter of unfinished business, Bill "An 
Act relating to Licensing Automo
bile Dealers" (H. P. 1322) (L. D. 
96.'}), which in the House was en
g"rossed as amended by Commit
tee Amendment "A", and in the 
Senate was indefinitely postponed 
in non-concurrence, tabled on 
April 5th by Mr. Pay.wn of Port
land, pending further considera
tion; and the Chair r,ecognizes that 
gentLEman. 

On motion by Mr. Payson. the 
House voted to insist on its former 
action. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the seven
teenth matter of unfinished busi
neS8, lVIajorityReport "Ought not 
to pass" and Minority Report 
"Ought to pass" of the Committee 
on Ways and Bridges on Resolve in 
f·avor of a Bridge across the st. 
John River (H. P. 1101) (L. D. 
786) tabled on April 5th by Mr. 
By·ewer of Presque Isle, pending ac
ceptance of either r'eport; and the 
Chair recogniz.es that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Brewer the 
Majority Report "Ought not to 
pa~s" was accepted and sent up fo'r 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the eighteenth 
matter of unfinished business, 
House Report "Ought to pas.s in New 
Dmft" (H. P. 1443) (L. D. 1137) of 
the Committee on Judiciary on 
Bill "An Act Extending the Work
men's Compens.ation Act to Cover 
Occupational Diseases" (H. P. 1238) 
(L. D. 864) tabled on April 5th by 
Mr. Bowker of Portland, pending 
Ricceptance; and the Chair recog
niZles that gentleman. 

Mr. BOWKER: Mr. Speak'er, I 
move the acceptance of the re-
port. . 

Mr. POULIN of Rumford: Mr. 
Speaker-

The SPEAKER: For what pur
pose does the gentleman rise? 

Mr. POULIN: I wish to table this 
bill, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKE,R: Will the gentle
man wait until we find ·out wheth-
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er the House wishes to accept the 
l'eport of the committee? 

Is it the pleasure of the House to 
accept the "Ought to pass ill new 
draft" report of the committee? 

Thereupon, the motion prev'ailed 
and the report was accepted. 

Mr. POULIN: Mr. Speak>er, I 
move that this matter lie on the ta
ble and be specially assigned for 
Thursday, as I wish to offer an 
amendment. 

The motion prevailed, and the 
bill was tabled pending first read
ing, and specially assigned for 
Thursday morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the nine
teenth matter of unfinished bus
iness, Bill "An Act relating to Li
cen.sing Hospitals and Related In
stitutions in the state of Maine" 
(S. P. 405) (L. D. 1063) which in 
the Senate was passed to be en
grossed, tabled on April 5th by Mr. 
Jacobs of Auburn, pending third 
reading; and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

On motion bv Mr. Jacobs, the bill 
was given its" third reading, and 
passed to be engrossed in concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the twentieth 
matter of unfinished business, Bill 
"An Act relating to Prenatal Exam
ination.s, (S. P. 216) (L. D. 468) 
tabled on April 5 by Mr. Perkins 
of Boothbay Harbor, pending en
actment, and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that this bill be indefinitely 
postponed. There was passed by 
this Legislature in 1939 a duplicate 
of this bill No. 468. I will tell you 
what that bill was. "Every physi
cian attending a woman in the pro
cess of gestation shall take or cause 
to be taken with her consent a 
sample of blood of each woman and 
submit such sample for a standard 
serological test for syphilis to a 
laboratory of the department or to 
a laboratory approved for this test 
by the department." 

This is one of those bills that il
lustrate how the,oe departments grab 
for power. They put in a bill in 
1939, which was passed, for a pur
pose no matter how desirable it 
might be, to have the blood tested 
with the consent of the woman. 
They now present a bill which pur-

ports to authorize every physician 
to take these tests without her con
sent. I am opposed to this bill, 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, first because a serological 
test for syphilis is not certain, it 
is not definite. It is possible for 
an examination to show that a wo
man is suffering from syphilis when 
that was not so. Therefor·c why 
should a woman of unimpeachable 
reputation receive a smear. I am 
opposed to it for that reason. I 
am also opposed to it for another 
reason and that is this, that if the 
Legislature should pass the bill it 
has no power under this legislation 
to authorize any physician by fmce 
-and that means just what it says 
-without her consent, by force of 
arms, to take a sample of blood 
for the purpose contemplated in this 
bill. It violates the fundamental 
law of this state. I hope my motion 
for indefinite postponement will 
prevail. 

The EPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Rome, Mr. 
Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker, I cer
tainly dislike at this time to differ 
in opinion with my most esteemed 
colleague, the gentleman from 
Boothbay Harbor (Mr. Perkins), but 
it is onlv fair at this time that I 
try in my humble way to- explain 
to the members of this House why 
the Committee on Public Health 
signed an unanimous report "Ought 
to pctss." I well remember the piece 
of legislation which was referred 
to by the gentleman from Boath
bay Harbor and this legislation has 
accomplished much but it has not 
gone the whole way. 

We all realize that the discussi[}J1 
of health measures is rather deli
cate, but I want to say to you at 
the beginning' that this particular 
piece of legisla tien is a plea for the 
unborn child. This bill simply pro
vides that where a physician at
tending a woman during that pe
riod is convinced in his own mind 
that she may be afflicted with that 
terrible disease, shall take a sample 
of her blood to determine whether 
or no his suspicions are correct or 
groundless. 'that is not a public 
matter: it is not minted in the 
daily paper, or his- belief or the 
findings of the department. They 
are held in sacred trust with the 
utmost secrecy. That means,-that 
particular examination means,-to 
the mother, first, the production of 
a normal, healthy child, if treat-



860 LEGISLATI¥E RIDCOIRD~HOUSE, APRIL 10, 1945 

ment may be commenced at the 
proper time. It also means to that 
mother unless treatment is com
menced at the proper time, a still
born child; the hope of her life
time wrecked. 

Now, are we going to hide behind 
any false modesty simply because 
there is a "must" in this bill? Laws 
are simply regulatory processes, en
acted to safeguard society and that 
is all this bill is. 

'Many times on the floor of this 
House I have heard my friend 
touchingly allude to his boy who is 
in the service. I would ask him
would he deprive the mother of his 
son the proteetion which his son is 
reeeiving; the wife of his son,-p~r
don me,-the same protectIOn whwh 
his son is receiving while in the 
Armed Forees? 

He has raised the question of 
legality. I don't know that a de
cision has ever been handed down 
on this particular thing but I don't 
know why it should be any different 
than 'Coll1Pulsory vaccination. De
cisions in the various courts in the 
United states have held that com
pulsory vaecination is legal. In a 
decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United states, Jacobson vs. the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
the court upheld in every respect 
the statute, the validity of which 
was questioned under the Consti
tution, and the Court goes on to 
say, "The liberty secured by the 
Constitution of the United States 
does not impart absolute right in 
each person to be at all times and 
in all circumstances wholelY free 
from restraint. Real Uberty for all 
could not exist under the operation 
of a principle which recognizes the 
right of ea:ch individual person to 
use his own, whether in respect to 
his person or his property, regard
less of the injury that may be done 
to others." 

This matter was carefullv con
sidered in eommittee. The I)epart
ment of Health does not desire or 
want the powers of a Hitler but 
they do want the right and the 
power to protect to the best of their 
ability your home and mine. 

I am leaving it in your hands. 
members of this Legislature, wheth
er or not in this particular instance 
you give it to them. I trust that 
the motion of the gentleman does 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Boothbay 
Harbor,Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As you 
know there are very few lawyers in 
the House. There is a duty upon 
us when we see a bill which we 
believe to be unconstitutional or 
poor law to call that matter to the 
attention of this House and that is 
what I am doing at this time. 

In reply to the question of the 
gentleman from Rome, Mr. Downs. 
I wish to say of course that I would 
personally be in favor of and would 
consent to such an examination for 
the benefit of my family or my son's 
family but that is not the point; 
they w&nt to do this by force, and 
I say to you, Mr. Speaker and mem
bers of the House, that this Legis
lature in my judgment has no power 
to pass a law that will authori'le any 
physician to invade the sanctity of 
my home against my will. 

As far as compulsory vaccination 
is concerned, that has been held 
unconstitutional in certain places, 
but it is true that the State has a 
right to pass vaccination laws and 
if children are not vaccinated they 
can keep them from attending 
school. That is another question. 
It does come along in the same line, 
and I say to you here that no one 
has the power ag'ainst my will to 
vaccinate me unless I want to be 
vaccinated. Some states have held 
it can be done in a public emer
gency, an epidemic. I hope my 
motion for indefinite postponement 
will prevail. 

The SPEAKER :The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Rome, Mr. 
Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Spe9,ker and 
Members of the House: Briefly, I 
cannot visualize by any stretch of 
the imagination that if there was 
a severe epidemic of smallpox, that 
anyone would hesitate a moment to 
have his family vaccinated. Per
haps some would. Do you realize 
that this disease, which this par
ticular bill attempts to assist in the 
eradication of, can be cured as easily 
as smallpox, much easier than in
fantHe paralysis, much easier than 
many other diseases I might bring 
to your attention? But as a result 
of untreated cases, your hospital 
across the river, and your hospital 
in Bangor are overcrowded today. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Jefferson, 
Mr. Gross. 

Mr. GROSS: Mr. Speaker, I re
gret to have to rise in opposition 
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to my good friend, Mr. Downs, but 
I want to point out one fact: There 
is besides the prenatal law, a pre
marital law requiring an applicant 
for marriage to secure negative 
proof of being afflicted with syphilis. 
That, in my opinion, is an excellent 
law and I win state my reason. It 
takes about two years minimum to 
cure a case of syphilis under proper 
treatment. If it is discovered that 
an applicant for marriage has the 
disease, under advice of his physi
cian and under proper treatment he 
can be cured and there will be no 
danger of passing the disease to the 
next generation; but if a woman 
who is pregnant has the disease
and most of them do not come to 
the physician until they think they 
are pregnant-the damage has al
ready been done and no amount of 
treatment is going to prevent the 
offspring from having the disease. 
In that light, I feel that this bill is 
unnecessary and during the course 
of treatment, or rather advice to 
the pregnant woman, more than 
likely the physician wiH discover 
some symptoms which may lead 
him to believe that she is afflicted, 
and on his advice she will submit 
to any necessary serological test to 
approve or disprove the fact. 

Those are merely medical facts 
and I place them before you for 
your consideration in voting on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Augusta, 
Mr. Peirce. 

Mr. PEIRCE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am not a 
doctor, and in the opinion of some 
I know I am not much of a lawyer. 
I would like to point out that this 
bill covers other diseases than the 
one Dr. Gross mentions. Now, an
other social disease which this bill 
covers can be cured during the 
period of gestation so it will not 
be passed on to the unborn child. 
For that reason alone, I would be 
in favor of the bill. I, personally, 
am not worried about the legal 
technicalities involved in it. There
fore, I hope the motion to postpone 
indefinitely will be defeated. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. Per
kins, that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed. All those in favor of 
the motion will say yes; all those 
opposed, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion prevailed, and the bill was 
indefinitely postponed in non-con
currence and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the twenty
first matter of unfinished business 
Bill "An Act relating to Penalty for 
Obstructing Oommissioner of Agri
culture in Performance of Duty" 
(S. P. 392) (L. D. 1015) tabled on 
April 5th by Mr. Perkins of Booth
bay Harbor, pending enactment; 
and the Chair recognizes that gen
tleman. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
have not had an opportunity to 
study this bill, and probably there 
are things in it that I do not like, 
but I w:JUld move that it take its 
reg'ular course. 

Thereupon, the bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the twenty
second matter of unfinished busi
ness Bill "An Act Governing the 
Production of Milk and Cream" 
(8. P. 393) (L. D. 1016), in the 
Senate the Report was read and 
accepted, and the bill passed to be 
engrossed, tabled on April 6th by 
Mr. Williams of Clifton, pending 
third reading; and the Chair rec
ognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: When I 
tabled this bill I wished to study it 
a little. I found later, in reading 
it over, there were three lines in 
this bill which gave the Commis
sioner of Agriculture complete au
thority to control in every way the 
manner of producing milk. I am 
not going to argue that there 
should not be some control over the 
manner of producing milk, but this 
Legislature should not do what we 
have been criticised for doing in 
former years, pass its powers to 
some public commission or au
thority. The original document, 
No. 908, had all those proviSions in 
it, and I find from the members of 
the Committee on Agriculture that 
there was so much opposition that 
they did not wish to pass that bill, 
but they have given in these three 
lines the Commissioner authority 
to put those regulations in force. I 
have no argument with the Com
missioner of Agriculture. He is the 
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last person in the world who I 
think would abuse this power but I 
do not particularly like it. With 
the unanimous report of the com
mittee before the Legislature, I am 
going to move for the third read
ing of this bill. 

Thereupon, the bill had its third 
reading and was passed to be en
grossed in -concurrence. 

The SPEAKBR: The Chair now 
Lays before the House the 'twenty
third mat'~er ,of unfinished business, 
Bill "An Act Relating to Limitation 
of ,the Financial Responsibility Law, 
(H. P. 1409) (L. D. 11'09) tabled on 
April 6th by Mr. Wes~on of Farm
ingdale, pending third reading; and 
the Chair recognizes that gentle
man. 

On motion by Mr. Weston, the bill 
was gliven its third readin<;, pa,ssed 
to be engrossed and sent up for 
concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair hvs 
before the House the twenty-fourt.h 
matter of unfinished business, 
House Amendment "A" to "Resolve 
to Create a Commission to Study 
the Atlantic Salmon (H. P. 1436) 
(L. D. 1120) tabled on April 6th by 
Mr. Bowker of Portland, pending 
adoption: and the Chair recognizes 
that gentleman. 

Mr. BOWKER: Mr. Speaker, I 
move the indefinite postponement 
of House Amendment "A", with the 
e:scp1anation tha,t I have House 
Amendment "B" which I will pres
ent, which will clarify the srtua
tion. 

The SPElAKiER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Bowker, moves 
the indefinite postponement of 
House Amendment "A". Ls this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed, and House 
Amendment "A" was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr. Bowker then offered House 
Amendment "B" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "B" read by 
the Clerk ,as follows: 

Hou:se Amendment "B" to H. P. 
1436, L. D. 1120, "Resolve. to Create 
a Commission Ito Study the Atlantic 
SaImon." 

Amend said Resolve by striking 
out the figures "$'7,5100" in the 1st 
line of the last paragra;ph thereof, 
and inserting in place thereof ,the 
figures "$5,000." 

Fuflther amend said Resolve by 

adding at the end thereof the fol
lowing sentence: 'All unexpended 
balances shall not lapse, but shall 
remain ,a -continuing carrying ac
'count.' 

House Amendnlent "B" was 
adopted, and 'the resolve had its 
second reading and was passed to 
be engrossed as amended and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the first 
t",bled and ,today asstgned matter, 
House Report "Ought not to pass" 
of the Committee on Judiciary on 
Bill "An Ad relating Emp1oyer
Employee Agreements under the 
Vvorkmen's Compensation Act' (H. 
P. 1139) (L. D. 694) tabled on April 
4th by 'Mr. Jordan of Saco, pending 
aceep'~ance of report; and the chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 

Mr. JOR'DAlN: Mr. Speaker, I 
have been considerably concerned 
over Ithe fact that partially handi
capped veterans were unfortunately 
placed in regards to securing posi
tions a·fter the war. It should be 
evident that when these men are 
willinsr to waive some of their pro
tection under the Workmen's Com
pensation Act their chances for a 
job will be very doubtful. H is per
fectly possible to waive some of their 
rights under the present law but 
the Oommission has been very 
loath Ito ad. . 

L. D. 694 Simply puts in plain 
language what it is perfectly pos
sible to do under the law as i't ex
i3tstoday, and that is to 'try and 
compel action. We feel now that 
the commission will pe~haps be 
more willing to act on the authority 
they have, and I feel all of you will 
lmow where to look when physically 
handicapped boys 'come home look
ing for work for relief. So I now 
move aeceptance of the "Ought not 
to pass" report of the committee. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Saeo, 'Mr. Jordan, moves ac
ceptance of the "Ought not to pass" 
report. Is this ,the pleasure of the 
House? 

Thereupon the "Ought not to 
pass" report was accepted, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the second 
tabled and today assigned matter, 
House Report "Ought to pass in 
new draft" (H. P. 1430) (L. D. 1123) 
of the Committee on Salar~es and 
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Fees on Bill "An Ad re~ating to 
the Salary of the Judge of Probate 
in Lincoln County" (H. P. 217) (L. 
D. 80) tabled on April 4 by Mr. 
Peerkim; of Boothbay Harbor, pend
ing acceptance of report; and bhe 
Ohair recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Perkins, the 
House voted to accept the "OUght 
to pass in new draft" report, and 
the bill, having already been print
ed, was read twice under suspen
sion of the rules, and was ass,igned 
for third reading tomorrow morn
ing. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair now 
lays before the House the third ta
bled and today assigned matter, 
House Report "Ought to pass" of 
the Committee on Federal Rela
tions on Bill "An Act Amending the 
Unemployment Compensation Act 
as to Employer's E~per'ience Rat
ing" CR. P. 1077) (L. D. 926) tabled 
on April 4th by the gentleman from 
Westbrook, Mr. Warren, pending ac
oeptance of report; 'and the Chair 
recognizes that gentleman. 

On motion by Mr. Warren, the 
House voted to accept the "Ought 
to pass" report of the committee, 
and t,he bill, having already been 
printed, w,as read twice under sus
pem:ion of the rules, and was as-. 
srgned for third readinJg tomorrow 
morning. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the foul'th 
tabled and today assigned matter, 
motion of Mr. Bird of Rockland, to 
reconsider indefinite postponement 
on Bill "An Act relating to Ex
penses of Patients in St,ate Hos
pitals" CR. P. 1219) (L. D. 76,g) ba
bied on April 5th by that gentle
man, pending constderation; and 
the chair reoognizes Mr. Bird. 

Mer. BOYKER of Bethel: Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. Bird is out 'Of the hall 
just at this moment. I move that 
this matter be t,abled tempomrily. 

The SPEAKER: The House will 
be at ease for a few moments until 
Mr. Bird has been located. 

House at Ease 
Called to order by the Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: The gentleman 

from Rockl>and, Mr. Bird, m'Oves 
that the House do now adjourn. Is 
this the pleasm:e of the House? All 
those in favor will say yes; contr'a
ry minded, no. 

A viv:a voce vote being taken the 
motion did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Rock
land, Mr. Bird. 

The Chair understands that the 
gentleman does not wish to be heard 
on the matter, and the Chair rec
ogniz·es the gentleman from Bethel, 
Mr. Boyker. 

Mr. BOYKER: Mr. Sp·e:aker, I 
move that we reconstder our former 
action whereby we voted the in
definite postponement of this bill. 
I wish to offeT an amendment. 

The SPEAKER: For the informa
tion of the gentleman, the Chair 
will state that the motion is al
ready before the House. It is de
batable. Does thegoentleman wish 
to be heard? 

Mr. BOYKER: I wish to offer 
House Amendment "A" and move 
its adoption. 

The SPEAKER: The motion to 
r'econsider will have to come first. 
The gentleman from Rockland, Mr. 
Bird, has moved that the House do 
reconsider its former action where
by it indefinitely postponed this 
bill. 

The Chair recognizes the gen
tleman from Millinocket, Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker, as I 
understand it when we took our 
former action in regard to this mea
s~re, there were two major objec
twns to it, and in looking over this 
amendment, which I understand 
the gentleman from Bethel, Mr. 
Boyker, proposes to offer in the 
event you see fit to reconsider your 
action I find in the first place ob
jection was made that the resPon
sibility of two dollars for each pa
tient was placed on the town of 
commitment, irrespective of where 
t~e pauper settlement of the pa
tIent really was, and this bill now 
provides this amendment-that if a 
patient is committed from your 
town and is brought down to the 
State Hospital and if that patient 
does not have a pauper settlement 
it! your town, there is no responsi
billty on your town to establish the 
pauper settlement of this patient. 
The only res,ponsibility that you 
have is to establish that this patient 
had no pauper settlement in your 
loc.ality and by so doing- you will 
relleve yourself of the liability to 
pay two dollars per week for the 
support of that patient. 

As we all know there are a num
ber of patients in both the hospitals 
a.t this time. There was some ques
tion as to whether, if this bill was 
passed, cities and towns would not 
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receive a large bill for the support 
of those patients up to this date 
and as I understand it the second 
part of this proposed amendment 
would take care of that objection. 
The provisions of this section would 
apply only to those patients com
mitted to either State insane hos
pital aftA' July 1st, 1945. In other 
wordE whatever patients there are 
there' now from the various towns, 
there would be no responsibility on 
the towns to pay for them. 

If you do vote to reconsider and 
this amendment is adopted and 
enacted, if any patient has a pauper 
settlement in your town and their 
relatives are unable to pay the two 
dollars, then your town would be 
charged with it. If this bill were 
enacted you would then have the 
same situation as you now have in 
regard to patients sent to State 
Sanatoriums - your town would be 
charged two dollars a week for their 
support. 

I thought I would explain the 
proposed amendment to you briefly 
so that you would know what is 
planned in case you see fit to re
consider the previous vote. 

The SPEAKER,: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from EUot, Mr. 
Dow. 

Mr. DOW: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take a little time to explain 
the possible changes there will be 
in this bill if you accept the amend
ment. It says, "to take care of any 
settlement, if any." I still believe 
there would be a questionmark per
taining to the town or city if set
tlement were to be denied. And 
frankly, I believe it would have to 
be denied, unless the city admits 
liability. I still believe there would 
be confusion in the State. I cannot 
understand why they want to make 
all this difficulty over two dollars. 
It costs more than two dollars to 
maintain an individual in a State 
hospital. I believe this particular· 
two dollars would creep up so that 
it would be a heavy obligation to 
each town and municipality. Fur
thermore, I do not think it is fair. 
Certainly a town should not have 
the obligation, nor the individual, 
that is mentally sick have the em
barrassment of the town paying two 
dollars a week if they are unable 
to pay. Why I say that is this: 
in the State of Maine we have a 
law that protects a person who is 
sick. For instance, if a sick person 
needs hospitalization and is unable 

to pay, if he is a pauper in the 
town, he can go to the hospital, free. 
In other words it doesn't cost the 
individual a penny-they haven't 
got it, in the first place-but it does 
cost the town of their settlement 
a penny. 

Is it fair to allow a person un
fortunate enough to have a mental 
sickness to have the embarassment 
of two dollars a week tacked against 
their name? Frankly I don't think 
it is fair. They talk in the amend
ment about starting July first. You 
can't call it a revenue bill for the 
State. Frankly, I think the fair 
thing to do is to go on the way we 
are. 

THE SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Bethel, 
Mr. Boyker. 

Mr. BOY1KER: Mr. Speaker, I 
have in mind a hope if ever I re
turn to the Legislature that each 
member of that body may become 
a member of our Insane Hospital 
Committee and at that time the 
towns and cities of our State may 
begin to realize that our insane 
hospitals are not the place for all 
undesirable people who, as far as 
our towns and cities are concerned 
remain in those institutions for
ever; but rather that our towns and 
our cities may come to realize that 
our insane hospitals are a refuge 
for our most unfortunate citizens; 
a place where there is a ray of 
hope for the future. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of this 
House, your Insane Hospital Com
mittee believes that this bill which 
concerns our insane hospitals, giv
ing consideration to those hospitals, 
is indioative of our democratic way 
of life and will be accepted by the 
citizens of this State, and we today 
unanimousl" urge that you give this 
bill favorable consideration. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker, the 
amendment loses all the value that 
the orginal bill had. The point that 
was made by the gentleman from 
Millinocket, Mr. Ward, is that it 
should be sufficient to relieve the 
municipality from liability if it 
establishes that the patient had no 
pauper settlement therein. It is not 
as good as it looks. ,As a practical 
propOSition, you will probably have 
to prove he belongs somewhere else 
I~ is pretty hard to prove a nega': 
tlve, unless you prove the positive. 
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The only virtue this bill has is 
that we are spending more money 
than we have, and it would have 
raised a considerable sum of money 
in its original Iform,-that is, it was 
taking it away from the towns and 
giving it to the state. You didn't 
care for that. So this is sneaking up 
by the backdoor on the proposition 
and starting from scratch again. In 
other words, this is an attempt to 
get back for the state gradually the 
money the State thinks it is going 
to spend in taking over aid to de
pendent children. I still do not like 
the bill or the amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The question is: 
Whether the House do now recon
sider its vote whereby this bill was 
indefinitely postponed. All those in 
favor of the motion will Slay yes; 
those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the Itouse the fifth tabl
ed and today assigned matter, Re
solve in Favor of Mary Louise Ber
nier, of Sanford (H. P. 1053) (L. D. 
802) tabled on April 5th by Mr. 
Downs of Rome, pending motion of 
Mr. Jacobs of Auburn, to indefin
itely postpone; and the Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Rome, 
Mr. Downs.· 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from San
ford, Mr. Pascucci. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Sanford, 
Mr. Pascucci. 

Mr. PASCUCCI: Mr. Speaker, I 
want to take the opportunity at 
this time to thank my good friend, 
Mr. Downs, for saving this bill for 
me. I was somewhat surprised when 
I understood this bill was tabled. 

This particular bill relates to a 
claim -caused by muskrat bite, a 
very serious injury to this claimant, 
Mary Louise Bernier. Now the 
members of this Legislature do not 
have to have me tell them that if 
a deer causes damage of whatever 
nature, the damages are recom
pensed to the individual by the 
State. That has been so for years, 
as far as I can remember, due to 
the fad that deer are protected 
animals, protected by State law. 
In order that you may not to take 
my own opinon on the matter I 
will say I checked with the Com
missioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game downstairs and I again proved 
for myself that muskrat are prote-ct-

ed animals. If a muskrat is a pro
tected animal such as a deer, the 
solution would be the same. The 
damage caused by muskrats ought 
to be compensated similarly to dam
ages caused by deer. 

Now I could leave it like this and 
not impose too much talk on your 
mentality, but just for the sake of 
the record I would like to read to 
you, for instance, the doctor's re
ports on this particular case and I 
am quoting from Dr. A. C. Lamou
reaux of Sanford, Maine. "I have 
been asked by the Selectmen to 
write a letter with this itemized 
bill. I presume they want you to 
know the circumstances and his
tory of the case. On a Saturday 
evening, April 15th, when some 
young boys were chasing a small 
animal in the street, Mrs. Desire 
Bernier happened to walk out of a 
drug store on High Street when 
she was deeply bitten at the ex
ternal part of the left ankle by 
the mad a;nimal (which proved to 

·be a muskrat after it was killed). 
The same evening she came to my 
office for treatment. The wound 
proved to be highly infectious. The 
next morning the woman developed 
temperature and the leg began to 
swell. She was confined to bed for 
two weeks with antiseptk dressings 
and hot packs, the temperature ris
ing up to 104 degrees and the swell
i~' up to the knee. The patient 

. 'became almost delirious thinking 
she might lose her leg. Gradually 
the temperature subsided and the 
swelling diminished but the wound 
kept draining. The p'ltient was in
capacitated for many weeks, con
fined to a -chair with her limb ele
vated. On many occasions I had 
to enlarge the wound and make 
counter oDenings and introduce 
wicks to allow better drainage. It 
was a long affair before the wound 
dri'ed out. Signed Dr. A. C. La
moureux." 
~his pf,lrticular case was thorough

ly mvestlga.ted by the Gommittee on 
qlaims. and after gi,:ing every con
sIderatIOn and studymg this partic
ular letter together with the bill 
they found in favor of it. There
fore on the fact alone that this is 
a protected animal, I think that 
the motion of Mr. Jacobs should 
not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The ChaR- rec
ognizes the gentleman fmm Hart
land, Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, 
as a member of the Committee on 
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Claims I wish to say that this claim 
was given la lot of consideration and 
after going over the facts in the 
case and considering it the Com
mittee thought this was a fair 
claim and should have considera
tion. For that reason we reported 
it out of the committee "Ought to 
pass." 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the g;entleman 
from Auburn, Mr. J1aJcobs, for the 
indefinite postponement of the re
solve. All those .in f,avor of the 
motion will say yes; contmry mind
ed, no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the resolve was final
ly passed, signed by the Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER:: The Chair now 
}ays before the House the sixth ta
bled and today assigned matter, 
House Report "Ought not to pass" 
of the Committee on Ways and 
Bridges on Bill "An Act rel.ating to 
the Rea:pportionment of Mainten
ance of Unimproved Roads and 
Construction of State-Aid and 
Third-Class Road Moneys" (H. P. 
1104) (L. D. 788) tabled on April 
5th by Mr. Dutton of Bingham, 
pending acceptance of report. 

Mr. WARD of Millinocket: Mr. 
Speaker, I move the House adjourn. 

The motion prevailed and the 
House adjourned until ten o'clock 
tomorrow morning. 




