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HOUSE 

Friday, April 6, 1945, 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker, 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Sanford 
of Farmingdale. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
Senate Reports of Committees 

Final Reports 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Indian Affairs. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

Maine Publicity. 
Final Report of the Committee on 

University of Maine. 
Came from the Senate read and 

adopted. 
In the House, read and accepted 

in concurrence. 

Ought Not To Pass 
Report of the Committee on Judi

ciary reporting "Ought not to pass" 
on Resolv·e to Create a Special Joint 
Committee of Inquiry to Investi
gate Baby Homes, Nursing Homes, 
Old Age Homes and Boarding 
Homes of Childr·en, Invalids and 
Aged (S. P. 315) (L. D. 835) 

Report of same Oommittee re
porting same on Bill "An Act re
latine: to Evidence of Death or Oth
er Status" (S. P. 285) (L. D. 724) 
as it is covered by other legislation. 

Game from the Senate read and 
adopted. 

In the House, read and accepted 
in concurrence. 

Ought to Pass in New Draft 
Report of the Committee on Ap

propriations and Financial Affairs 
on Resolve to Provide Funds for 
Eradication of Bang's Disease, Tu
berculosis, and Other Infectious and 
Contagious Diseases (S. P. 126) (L. 
D. 331) reporting same in a new 
draft (S. P. 420) (L. D. 1103) under 
same title and that it "OUght to 
pass" 

Report of the Committee on Ju
diciary on Bill "An Act relating to 
Complaint in Cases of Neglect of 
Children" (S. P. 56) (L. D. 25) re
porting same in a new draft (S. P. 
421) (L. D. 11(5) under same titIe 
and that it "Ought to pass" 

Report of same Committee on Bill 
"An Act relating to Relief During 
the Emergency for Businesses in 
Financial Distress Because of War
time Conditions" (S. P. 284) (L. D. 
726) reporting same in a new draft 
«8. P. 422) (L. D. 1104) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass" 

Came from the Senate the Re
ports read and accepted and the 
Bills and Resolve passed to be en
grossed. 

In the House, Reports were read 
and accepted in concurrence, the 
Bills read twice, the Resolve read 
once, and tomorrow assigned. 

From the Senate: The following 
Order: 

ORDERED. the House concurring, 
that when the Senate and House 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet on 
Monday, April 9th, 1945, at 4:30 
o'clock in the afternoon. (S. P. 430) 

Came from the Senate, read and 
passed. 

In the House, read and passed in 
concurr·ence. 

Ought to Pass with Committee 
Amendment 

Report of the Committee on Sal
aries and Fees on Bill "An Act to 
Increase Salaries of Somerset 
County Officials" (S. P. 267) (L. D. 
620) which was recommitted re
porting "Ought to pass" as am·end
ed by Committee Amendment "A" 
submitted therewith. 

Came from the Senate with the 
Report adopted and the Bill passed 
to be engross·ed as amended by 
Committee Amendment "A". 

In the House, Report was read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bill read twice. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to S. 
P. 267, L. D. 620, Bill "An Act to 
Increase Salaries of Somerset Coun
tv Officers." 

Amend said Bill by changing line 
ten to r'ead as follows: 

'Somerset, $2,~ $2,800,' 
Committee Amendment "A" was 

adopted in concurrence, and the 
bill was assigned for third reading 
the next legislative day. 

Bill Substituted for Report 
Report of the Oommittee on Sal

aries and Fees reporting "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Act to In
crease Salary of Sheriff of Kenne
bec County" (S. P. 263) (L. D. 624) 
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Came from the Senate with the 
Bill substituted for the Report and 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A". 

In the House, Report of the Com
. mittee was accepted in non-concur

rence and sent up for concurrence. 
Ought to Pass in New Draft 

Senate Amendment Added 
Report of the Committee on Sal

aries and Fees on Bill "An Act re
lating to Clerk Hire in the County 
Offices in Knox County" (S. P. 71) 
(L. D. 61) reporting same in a new 
draft (S. P. 418) (L. D. 1101) under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Came from the Senate the RJeport 
read and adopted and the new 
draft passed to be engrossed as 
amended by Senate Amendment 
"A". 

In the House, Report was read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bill read twice. 

Senate Amendment "A" was read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Senate Amendment "A" to S. P. 
418, L. D. HOI, Bill, "An Act Re
lating to Clerk Hire in the Oounty 
Offices in Knox County". 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
all of the last sentence and by add
ing the following: 
'This act shall remain in force 
until 90 days after the end of the 
first regular session of the legisla
ture which shall convene after the 
termination of the war. It is the 
intent of the Legislature to change 
the present statute for such a pe
rWd, after which period the pres
ent statute shall return to full force 
and effect.' 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence, and the 
bill was assigned for third reading 
the next legislatiVe day. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Resolve Authorizing the Forest 

Commissioner to Convey Certain 
Interest of the State in Lands in 
Oxford County to Fred L. Edwards, 
of Bethel CR. P. 1008) (L. D. 556) 
which was passed to be engrossed 
in the House on March 21st. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A" in non-concur
rence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
MacKinnon of Mexico, the House 
voted to reconsider its action 
whereby it passed this Bill to be 
engrossed. 

Senate Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

,Senate Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1008, L. D. 556, "Resolve Authoriz
ing the Forest Commissioner to 
Convey Certain Interest of the 
State in Lands in OXford Oounty 
to Fred L. Edwards, of Bethel." 

Amend said Resolve by adding at 
the end thereof, before the period, 
the following: 
'for the sum of $853.25'. 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the bill was passed to 
be engrossed as amended in con
currence. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act relating to Excep

tion to the Licensing of Steam En
gineers and Firemen" (H. P. 830) 
(L. D. 435) which was pa.s&ed to be 
engrossed in the House on February 
23rd. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Sen
ate Amendment "A" in non-con
currence. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair rec

ognizes the gentleman f!'Om Port
land, Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House insist on its 
former action. In support of my 
motion I wish to say that I do not 
want the House to be deprived of 
the brilliant SCintillating humor of 
the gentleman who has introduced 
Senate Amendment "A". I will 
read it: 

Amend said Bill by adding in the 
sixth line, following the enactment 
clause, after the word "required", 
the following words: 'and where 
the source of energy is by direct 
radiation from the sun', 

Rare gems of this sort should not 
be passed by without being given 
sufficient consideration. This bill 
which pertains to the city of Port~ 
land, is the only one we have had 
in a great many years, and they 
are askmg to make this amendment 
to it. This is a good bill, and, in 
my five years' experience, this is 
the first time I ever saw a man at
tempt to make fun of a serious and 
a good bill, and a bill which the 
people who introduced it thought 
was sound. Therefore I move that 
the House insist. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson moves 
that the House insist. Is this the 
pleasure of the House? 

The motion prevailed. 
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Non-Concurrent Matter 
Tabled 

Bill "An Act to Increase the Bal
ary of the County Treasurer of 
Cumberland County" (H. P. 1402) 
(L. D. 1073) which was passed to 
be engrossed in the House on April 
2nd. 

Came from the Senate passed to 
be engrossed as amended by Senate 
Amendment "A" in non-concur
rence. 

In the House: 
The SPEAKER: The Chair rec

ognizes the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Haskell. 

Mr. HAS~ELL: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do insist on 
its former action. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Haskell, moves 
that the House do insist on its for
mer action. Is this the pleasure of 
the House? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Baldwin, Mr. Sanborn. 

On motion by Mr. Sanborn, the 
matter was tabled pending the mo
tion of Mr. Haskell that the House 
insist. 

Non-Concurrent Matter 

Report of the Committee on 
Olaims reporting "Ought not to 
pass" on Resolve to Reimburse the 
city of Biddeford (H. P. 622) (L. D. 
285) on which the House substi
tuted the Resolve for the Report 
on April 3rd and passed the Resolve 
to be engrossed on April 4th. 

Came from the Senate with the 
Report adopted in non-concurrence. 

In the House, on motion by Mr. 
Donahue of Biddeford, the House 
voted to insist on its former action 
and ask for a Oommittee of Con
ference. 

The Chair appOinted as Conferees 
on the part of the House: 

Messrs. DONAHUE of Biddeford 
RENOUF of Biddeford 
POULIN of Rumford. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Lake
ville Plantation, Mr. Dicker. 

Mr. DIOKER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Distributed 
upon your desks this morning- is a 
statement which I wish read by the 
Clerk of the House. 

The 'SPEAKER: The gentleman 
f~m Lakeville Plantation, Mr. 
DIcker, requests that the Clerk of 
the HoUse read a statement. Is 
there objection? 

The Chair hears none, and the 
Clerk will read. 

April 6, 1945. 
To Members of the House: 

Yesterday morning I was denied 
unanimous consent to introduce a 
Resolve, Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Grant Permits for 
Setting and Maintaining- Poles and 
Wires on a Public School Lot in 
Webster Plantation. 

I acknowledge as correct your de
sire to hasten the end of this ses
sion but I am hopeful that you will 
again, this morning, permit me to 
repeat my request. The essential 
facts are these: 

1. In Webster Plantation in 
northern Penobscot County there 
are five farm homes without elec
tric service. Our Kingman R. E. 
A. wants to serve them but to do 
it we must set 5 poles on State 
Land. 

2. For 6 weeks, now, the Attor
ney General has had the problem 
and up until day before yesterday 
he had indicated to me that legis
lation was not necessary. Now he 
says that this Resolve must be 
passed if these people are to have 
s·ervice. 

3. I have asked the Senate and 
House Chairman of State Lands 
what the bill would do to their 
schedule. Each of them told me 
that the Committee meets on other 
subjects early next week and that 
your acceptance of this bill, by un
animous consent, will not delay 
their final report. 

Considering these facts, I am very 
hopeful that you will permit the 
introduction of this bill. 

EUGENE DICKER, 
Lakeville Plantation. 

Forest comnuSSloner authorized 
to grant certain permits. Resolved: 
That the forest commissioner is 
hereby authorized to grant a per
mit to Kingman Electrical Com
pany to set and maintain such 
poles and wires on the public 
school lot in Webster Plantation, in 
the county of Penobscot, being lo
cated on the southwest side of the 
Webster-Springfield state aid high
way, as may be necessary to enable 
Kingman 'Electrical Company to 
furnish electric service to the oc
cupants of land on the Pickle Ridge 
road in said plantation, upon such 
terms and conditions as he may 
prescribe. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Clifton 
Mr. Williams. ' 
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Mr. WILLmMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I shall 
not take up much of your time on 
this matter, but I wish to say that 
the Committee on state Lands and 
l:<'orest Preservation, of which I am 
House Chairman, have voted by 
unanimous vote that they will take 
up this matter, if you wish to pre
sent it to them, at a hearing which 
they have scheduled for Monday 
afternoon at three o'dock. If un
animous consent is granted to in
troduce this bill, I shall move to 
sent it forthwith to the Senate, and 
it will be possible to hear that bill 
at that time. So I hope the House 
will give unanimous consent for the 
introduction of this bill, and, if you 
do, it will go along to the stage 
where it will not cause one mo
ment of delay in the adjournment 
of the House. I thank you. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Lakeville Plantation, Mr. 
Dicker, asks unanimous 'consent to 
introduce a resolve. Is there ob
jection? The Chair hears none, 
and the Clerk will read the resolve, 
by title only. 

"Resolve, Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Grant Permits for 
Setting and Maintaining Poles and 
Wires on a Public School Lot in 
Webster Plantation." (H. P. 1455) 

On motion by Mr. Dicker, the re
solve was referred to the Commit
tee on State Lands and Forest 
Preserv,ation, and on motion by Mr. 
Williams the resolve was ordered 
sent forthwith to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes in the hall of the House 
Lieutenant Zwetcker, U. S. Army 
Nurse, and requests the gentleman 
from Brownville, Mr. Ross, to in
troduce her. 

Mr. ROSS: Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the 
House. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
needs none. He may proceed. 

Mr. ,ROSS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House and Guests: 
I ask you to pause in your delib
eration to pay honor to a State of 
Maine girl who has just recently 
returned after an experience in the 
Philippines, which comes to only a 
few. 

Needless to say, this Army Nurse 
comes from Brownville, and those 
of us who know her are not sur
prised that her life has been in ac
cordance with the best traditions 
of our glorious state. She was at 

Corregidor when it fell and was ad
ministering to our boys as only an 
American girl can. She was taken 
prisoner and spent thirty-nine 
months in a Japanese prison camp 
and had no communication with 
her folks or they with her. She is 
now restored to her devoted family 
and friends, for which we are 
thankful. And, Ladies and Gentle
men, as Representative from 
Brownville, in the county of Pis
cataquis, I ask for the privilege of 
presenting Miss Alice Zweicker of 
Brownville, United States Army 
Nurse. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair ap
points the gentleman a committee 
to escort the nurse to the rostrum. 

Mr. Ross then escorted Miss 
Zweicker to the rostrum, amid pro
longed applause of the House, the 
members rising. 

SPEAKER BARNES: Lieutenant 
Zweicker: The story of the heroic 
and courageous stand of our boys 
on the Peninsula of Bataan and the 
Fortress of Corregidor is not only 
history; it is legendary. You played 
a part in that story, and you honor 
us by coming to visit us. 

House Reports of Committees 
Divided Report 

Majority Report of the Commit
tee on Ways and Bridges reporting 
"Ought not to pass" on Bill "An 
Act relating to Snow Removal in 
Unorganized Territory" (H. P. 1221) 
CL. D. 771) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. DORR of Oxford 

HALL of Franklin 
-of the Senate. 

DOW of Eliot 
BOULIER of StaCYVille 
COLE of West Gardiner 
DEAN of So. Portland 
MORJRISON of Winter 

Harbor 
-of the House. 

Minority Report of same Com
mittee reporting "Ought to pass" on 
same Bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. BROWN of Aroostook 

-of the Senate. 
LACKEE of Addison 

-of the House. 
On motion by Mr. Dow of Eliot 

the Majority Report "Ought not to 
pass" was accepted and sent up for 
concurrence. 
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Divided Report 
Majority Report of the Commit

tee on Wa.ys and Bridges reporting 
"Ought not to pass" on Bill "An 
Act relating to Snow Removal" (H. 
P. 1157) (L. D. 732) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. DORR of Oxford 

HALL of Franklin 
BROWN of Aroostook 

-of the Senate. 
DOW of Eliot 
LACKEE of Addison 
BOULIER of Stacyville 
DEAN of So. Portland 
COLE of W. Gardiner 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Commit

tee reporting "Ought to pass" on 
same Bill. 

Report was signed by the follow
ing member: 
Mr. WOOD of Webster 

The Majority 'Report, "Ought not 
to pass" was accepted and sent up 
for concurrence. 

On motion by Mrs. Lord of South 
Portland, House Rule 25 was sus
pended for the remainder of tq
day's s,ession, in order to permit 
smoking. 

Divided Report 
Tabled and Assigned 

Majority Report of the Commit
tee on Judiciary reporting "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill ','An Act Or~
ating a Board of 'Exammers ror 
Electricians" (H. P. 1303) (L. D. 
948) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. DOW of Oxford 

DUNBAR of Washington 
Miss CLOUGH of Penobscot 

-of the Senate. 
Messrs. PERKINS of Boothbay 

Harbor 
WILLIAMS of Auburn 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Com

mittee on same Bill reporting same 
in a new draft (H. P. 1453) under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. CONNELLAN of Portland 

PEIRCE of Augusta 
HASKELL of Portland 
W A!RD of Millinocket 

-of the House. 
(On motion by Mr. Connellan, 

the two reports, with accompanying 

papers, were tabled pending accept
ance of either report, the new draft 
ordered printed, ami speci~lly as
signed for Wednesday, Apnl 11th.) 

Leave to Withdraw 

Mr Peirce from the Committee 
on judiciary on Resolve Permit
ting Fox & Ginn, Inc. to Sue the 
State of Maine (H. P. 1308) (L. D. 
959) reported leave to withdraw. 

Report was read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Inexpedient 

Mr. HAMILTON fr'Om the Com
mittee on Education on Bill "An 
Act relating to Teachers' Pensions" 
(H. P. 1192) (L. D. 751) reported 
legislation inexpedient as covered 
by other legislation. 

. Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Apporti'Onment to 
Towns for Teaching Positions" (H. 
P. 934) (L, D. 538) 

Mrs. Roberts from same Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Apportionment to 
Towns for Teaching Positions" (H. 
P. 1177) (L. D. 739) 

Mr. RUSSELL from same. Com
mittee reported same on Bill "An 
Act relating to Apportionment to 
Towns for T,eaching Positions" (H. 
P. 935) (L. D. 569) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Ought Not to Pass 

Mr. Bird from the Committee on 
Clailns reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Resolve to Reimburse the 
town of Newport for Supplies Fur
nished Fannie Norton of Newport 
(H. P. 9,30) (L. D. 568) 

Mr. Cobb fr'Om same Committee 
reported same 'On Resolve in favor 
of the town of Fort 'Fairfield (H. P. 
921) (L. D. 561) 

Mr. Knight from same Commit
tee in favor of the town of Albion 
(H. P. 1257) 

Mr. DeSanctis from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of the George Green Estate 
(H. P. 492) (L. D. 243) 

Mr. Hamilton from same Oom
mittee reported same on Resolve to 
Reimburse the town of Lubec for 
the Funeral Expenses of Merton 
Rice (H. P. 112,3) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Res'Olve in 
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favor of the city of Bath for Loss 
of Taxes (H. P. 746) (L. D. 395) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. . 

Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Anderson from the Commit
tee on Inland Fisheries and Game 
reported "Ought not to pass" on 
Bill "An Act relating to ClOlSe Time 
on Deer in the counties of Han
cock and Washington" (H. P. 113) 
(L. D. 678) 

(On motion by Mr. Morrison of 
Winter Harbor, tabled pending ac
ceptance of Committee Report and 
specially assigned for Wednesday, 
April 11th.) 

Mr. Perkins from the COmmittee 
on Judiciary reported "Ought not 
to pass" on Bill "An Ad to Revise 
the Fire and Safety Laws" (H. P. 
816) (L. D. 429) 

Mr. Plummer from the Commit
tee on Motor Vehicles reported 
same on Bill "An Act relatrng to 
Operators' Licenses" (H. P. 12(6) 
(L. D. 707) 

Mr. Morrison from the Committee 
on Ways and Bridges reported 
same on Resolve for the Mainte
nance and Repair of Roads and 
Bridges (H. P. 1161) (L. D. 733) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Ought to Pass In New Draft 
Tabled and Assigned 

Mr. Knight from the Committee 
on Agriculture on Bill "An Act to 
Provide a Tonnage Tax on Com
mercial Fertililler" (H. P. 1116) (L. 
D. (68) which was previously re
ported in a new draft (H. P. 1338) 
(L. D. 989) and then recommitted, 
reported same in the same new 
draft under same tme and that it 
"Ought to pass" 

(On motion by Mr. Dorsey of 
Fort 'Fairfield, tabled pending ac
ceptance of Committee Report and 
specially assigned for Tuesday, 
April 10th.) 

:Mr. Knight from the Committee 
on Claims on the following Re
solves: 

S. P. 89, L. D. 132. Resolve in 
Favor of the Central Maine General 
Hospital of Lewiston 

S. P. 127, L. D. 3'32. Resolve in 
Favor of Hospice Marcotte of Lew
iston 

H. P. 1'44. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Prospect for Hospital
ization and Medical Aid for Mrs. 
John Burke 

H. P. 309. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Etna for Supplies and 
Medical Aid Furnished to Arthur 
Clewley and Family 

H. P. 311. Resolve in Favor of 
Elias E. Tucker, of Mechanic Falls 

H. P. 313. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Sherman for Pauper 
Bills of Inhabitants of Silver Ridge 
Plantation 

H. P. 315. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Millinocket for Sup
port of Mrs. Florence Griffin and 
Family 

H. P. 316. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Millinocket for Pauper 
Assistance Furnished Mrs. Eva 
Blackstone 

H. P. 415. Resolve in Favor of 
George E. McDonald, of Portland 

H. P. 623, L. D. 286. Resolve in 
Favor of the Town of Lisbon for 
Support of Arthur Pulk and Car
roll Pulk 

H. P. 626. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Frankfort for Funeral 
Excpenses of State Charges 

H. P. 798. Resolve to Reimburse 
the Town of Masardis for Hospital
ization of Lindley Chase 

H. P. 799. 'Resolve in Favor of 
the Town of Portage Lake for Med
ical Aid Furnished to David Ooty 
Family 

H. P. 922, L. D. 56,2. Resolve in 
Favor of the City of Eastport for 
th~ Care of William Price 

H. P. 924, L. D. 537. Resolve in 
Favor of the Eastern Maine Gen
eral Hospital of Bangor 

H. P. 1049, L. D. 656. Resolve to 
Reimburse the City of Bangor for 
Supplies Furnished Various Indi
viduals 
reported a Consolidated !Resolve 
(H. P. 1448) under title of "Re
solve Providing for the Payment of 
Certain Pauper Olaims" and that 
it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. Hamilton from the Commit
tee on Education on Bill "An Act 
relating to Membership in the 
Maine Teachers' Retirement Sys
tem" (H. P. 82.2) (L. D. 426) re
ported same in a new draft (H. P. 
1449) under title of "An Act l1elat
ing to the Forwarding of Contribu
tions in the Maine Teachers' Re
tirement System" and that it 
"Ought to pass" 

Mr. Anderson from the Oommit
tee on Inland Fisheries and Game 
on Resolve Opening Squa Pan Lake 
in Castle Hill, Masardis and TOWll-
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ship 11, Range 4, to Ice Fishing H. 
P.513) (L. D. 2(3) which was re
oommitted, reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1450) under title of 
"Resolve relating to Fishing in 
Aroostook and Piscataquis Coun
ties" and that it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. MacKinnon from same Com
mittee on Bill "An Act relating to 
Open season for Hunting" (H. P. 
945) (L. D. 574) reported same in 
a new draft (H. P. 1451) . under 
same title and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Mr. Ward from the Committee on 
Judiciary on Bill "An Act relating 
to Vital Statistics" (E. P. 1216) (L. 
D. 851) repor:ted same in a I!ew 
draft (H. P. 1454) under same tltle 
and that it "Ought to pass" 

Mr. Allen from the Committee on 
Motor Vehicles on Bill "An Act to 
Promote Public Safety with Snow 
Removal Equipment" (H. P. 1292) 
(L. D. 938) reported same in a new 
draft (H. P. 1452) under title of 
"An Act to Promote Public Safety 
with Snow Removal or Sanding 
Equipment" and that it "Ought to 
pass" 

Reports were read and accelPted 
and the new drafts ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

Ought to Pass 
Mr. Oobb from the Committee on 

Claims reported "Ought to pass" on 
Resolve to Reimburse Walla grass 
Plantation for Support of the Fam
ily of Edward Berube (H. P. 498) 

Mr. Knight from same Committee 
reported same on Resolve in favor 
of Fox and Ginn, Inc. (H. P. 1314) 

Same gentleman from same Com
mittee reported same on Resolve in 
favor of Catherine A. Nason of 
Round Pond (H. P. 194) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the Resolves ordered printed 
under the Joint Rules. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bills 

Mr. DeSanctis from the Commit
tee on Claims reported "Ought to 
pass" on Resolve in favor of the 
town of Smyrna (H. P. 1228) (L. D. 
852) 

Mr. Peirce from the Committee 
on Judiciary reported same on Bill 
"An Act to Confer Concurrent Jur
isdiction on the Probate Court and 
Superior Court in Matters Concern
ing Custody and Support of Minor 
Children" (H. P. 818) (L. D. 5(0) 

Mr. Judkins from the Oommittee 
on State Lands and Forest Preser
vation reported same on ,Resolve 
Authorizing Forest Commissioner to 
Convey Certain Interest of the 
State in Land in Aroostook County 
to George Emile Daigle and Adrian 
Daigle (H. P. 348) (L. D. 155) 

Mr. Boulier from thi Committee 
on Ways and Bridges reported same 
on Resolve in favor of town of 
Greenville to Correct Height of 
Overpass of the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad at Greenville Junction (H. 
P. 1312) (L. D. 961) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and the Bill and Resolves, having 
already been printed, under suspen
sion of the rules, the Bill was read 
twioe, the Resolves read once, and 
tomorrow assigned. 

Ought to Pass with Committee 
Amendment 

Mr. Haskell from the Committee 
on Judiciary on Bill "An Act to 
Establish the Western Oxford 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 515) (L. D. 
2104) which was recommitted, re
ported "Ought to pass" as amend
ed by Committee Amendment "A" 
submitted therewith. 

Report was read and accepted 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twioe under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 515, L. D. 204, Bill, "An Act to 
Establish the Western OXford 
Municipal Court". 

Amend said bill by striking out 
in Sec. 2 thereof, everything after 
the heading; and inserting in place 
thereof the following: 'This court 
shall have jurisdic.tion over aU 
other matters, civil and criminal, 
in the county of Oxford in accord
ance with the pl"ovisions of law 
which govern municipal courts in 
this state.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the bill was assigned 
for third reading the next legisla
tive day. 

First Reading of Printed Bills 
Bill "An Act relating to Fishing 

in Certain Rivers, Lakes and Ponds 
in Oxford County" (E. P. 1440) (L. 
D. H30) 

Bill "An Act to Amend the Em
ployees' Contributory 'Retirement 
System" (E. P. 1441) (L. D. 1131) 
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Bill "An Act reLating to the San
itary Water Board" (H. P. 1442) 
(L. D. 1132) 

Bill "An Act relating to Report
ing by Drivers Involved in Acci
dents" (H. P. ]444) (L. D. 1133) 

Bill "An Act to Provide a Town 
Council and Manager Form of Gov
ernment for the town of Limestone 
in the county of Aroostook" (H. P. 
1:445) (L. D. 1134) 

Bill "An Act relating to Public 
Safety Commission for Rumford 
Falls Village Corporation" (H. P. 
1'446) fL. D. 1135) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sal
ary of the Record,er of the Bath 
Municipal Court" (H. P. 1447) (L. 
D. 1136) 

Bills were read twice and as
signed for third reading the next 
legislative day. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Lewis
ton, Mr. Jalbert. 

Mr. JALBERT: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that Item 3, Bill "An Act 
relating to the Sanitary Water 
Board" (H. P. 1442) (L. D. 1132) 
lie on the table and be specially as
signed for Monday afternoon. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair will 
state that the matter is already as
signed for its third reading on 
Monday afternoon. 

Mr. JAUBERT: Mr. Speaker, may 
I table it on Monday? 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
may table it on Monday. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Tabled and AssIgned 

Bill "An Act Governing the Pro
duction of Milk and Cream" (S. P. 
393) (L. D. 1016) 

(Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, and 
on motion by Mr. WilliJams of Clif
ton, tabled pending third reading 
and specially assigned for Monday, 
April 9th) 

Bill "An Act to Correct Typo
graphical and Olerioal Errors in th~ 
'Revision" (S. P. 414) (L. D. 1100) 

Bill "An Act relating to Powers 
of County Commissioners" (S. P. 
415) (L. 'D. 1099) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Ex
cise Tax on Motor Vehicles" (S. P. 
417) (L. D. 1102) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Re
corder of the Bath Municipal 
Court" (H. P. 642) (L. D. 295) 

Bill "An Act relating to Supple
mentary Assessments of state, 
Oounty and Forestry District 
Taxes" (H. P. 1376) (L. D. 1028) 

(Were reported by the Oommittee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed, and sent UiP for concur
rence,) 

Tabled and Assigned 
Bill "An Act relating to Limita

tion of the FinanciaI Responsibil
ity Law" (H. P. 1409) (L. D. 1109) 

(Was repOI'ied by the Oommittee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, and 
on motion by Mr. Weston of Farm
ingdale, tabled pending third read
ing and specially assigned for Mon-
day, April 9th') . 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary of 
Register of Probate in Sagadahoc 
Oounty" (H. P. 1431) (L. D. 1114) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Sal
ary of the Judge of the Municipal 
Court of Bath" (H. P. 1432) (L. D. 
1115) 

Bill "An Act relating to Salary of 
the Judge and the Recorder of the 
Waldo County Municipal Court" 
(H. P. 1433) (L. D. 1116) 

Bill "An Act relating to Clerk 
Hire in Oounty Offices in Sagada
hoc County" (H. P. 1435) (L. D. 
1117) 

Bill "An Act Authorizing Towns 
to Cooperate with Highway Com
mission in Maintaining Town 
Roads" (H. P. 1437) (L. D. 1118) 

Bill "An Act relating to State 
Employees' Retirement System" (H. 
P. 1438) (L. D. 1119) 

Resolve Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Oonvey Certain 
Interest of the State in Lands in 
Penobscot County to Donald L. 
Haskell, of Old Town (S. P. 412) 
(L. D. 1098) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third 'Reading, Bills 
were read the third time, Resolve 
read the second time, all passed to 
be engrossed and sent to the Sen
ate. 

Amendment Offered-Tabled 

Resolve to Create a Commission 
to Study the Atlantic Salmon (H. 
P. 1436) (L. D. 1120) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading. 

Mr. Williams of OUfton offered 
House Amendment "A" and moved 
its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 
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House Amendment "A" to H, P. 
1436, L. D. 1120, "Resolve to Create 
a Commission to Study the Atlantic 
Salmon." 

Amend said Resolve by striking 
out in the next to the last line of 
the printed Resolve the amount 
"$7,500" and inserting in place 
thereof the amount '$5;000'. 

Further amend said Resolve by 
striking out in the last line of the 
printed Resolve the words "general 
fund" and inserting in place there
of the words 'unappropriated sur
plus' 

(On motion by Mr. Bowker of 
Portland, tabled pending adoption, 
and specially assigned for Monday, 
April 9th) 

Amended Bill 
Bill "An Act Regulating the Use 

of Automatic Firearms (H. P. 687) 
(L. D. 305) 

Wp,s reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed to be en
grossed and sent to the Senate. 

Passed to Be Enacted 
Emergency nleasure 

An Act relating to Compensation 
of Fire Wardens (S. P. 265) (L. D. 
622) 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a division was had. 111 voted 
in favor of same and none against, 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 
to be enacted, signed by the Spe'ak
er and sent to the Senate. 

Emergency nleasure 
An Act relating to the Payment 

of Taxes by Domestic Insurance 
Companies <H. P. 1419) (L. D. 1091) 

was repol'ted by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed. This being an 
emergency measure and a two
thirds vote of all the members 
elected to the House being neces
sary, a division was had. 112 voted 
in favor of same and none against, 
and accordingly the Bill was passed 

to be enacted, signed by the Speak
er and sent to the Senate. 

Passed to Be Enacted. 
An Act relating to Salary of the 

Recorder of the MuniCipal Court of 
the city of Biddeford (S. P. 155) 
(L. D. 359) 

An Act relating to State Normal 
School and Teachers' College Board 
(S. P. 283) (L. D. 727) 

An Act relating to Culverts Oross
ing Under Roads, Streets and 
Ways (S. P. 361) (L. D. 9(3) 

An Act relating to the Salaries 
of the Judge and the Recorder of 
the Bangor Municipal Court (80 P. 
399) (L. D. 1039) 

An Act to Increase the Amount 
to be Paid for Clerk Hire in the 
Office of Register of Deeds in the 
county of Cumberland (H. P. 191) 
(L. D. 57) 

An Act relating to Clerk Hire in 
the Office of Clerk of Courts, Cum
berland County (H. P. 214) GL. D. 
97) 

An Act relating to Yearly Fees 
for Boxers (H. P. 3'55) (L. D. 121) 

An Act relating to the Salary of 
the Recorder of the Brunswick 
Municipal Court (H. P. 546) ('L. D. 
215) 

An Act relating to Tuition to be 
Paid by Towns (H. P. 803) (L. D. 
56() 

An Act relating to Salary of 
Clerks in the Office of Register of 
Deeds in Hancock Oounty (H. P. 
1000) (L. D. 600) 

An Act to Increase the Salaries 
of the Judge and the Recorder of 
the Westbrook Municipal Court (H. 
P. 1151) (L. D. 730) 

An Act relating to Towns Having 
No Free High Schools (H. P. 1382) 
(L. D. 1044) 

An Act l'el'ating to Permits for 
Truck Loads Upon Designated 
Roads <H. P. 1386) (L. D. 1047) 

Finally Passed 

Resolve Regulating Fly Fishing 
in Tributaries of Richardson Lake 
<H. P. 324) (L. D. 145) 

Resolve Granting Additional Pen
sion for Burtis F. Fowler, of Au
gusta <H. P. 11(3) (L. D. 787) 

Resolve relating to Belgrade 
Stream (E. P. 1183) (L. D. 744) 

Resolve in favor of Roy Marshall 
of Sanford <H. P. 1389) (L. D. 1053) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, Bills passed to 
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be enacted, Resolves finally passed, 
all signed by the Speaker and sent 
to the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
The SIPEAKER: The Chair lays 

before the House the first matter 
of unfinished business, House Re
port "Ought not to pa!,s" of tJ::e 
Committee on AeronautIcs on BIll 
"An Act Relating to Town Air 
Fields" (H. P. 915) (L. D. 6{)7) dur
ing the consideration of ~hich the 
House adjourned, the pendmg ques
tion being the motion of the gen
tleman from Cumberland, Mr. 
Sweetser, to substitute th~ bill for 
the report; and the OhaIr recog
nizes that gentleman. 

Mr. SWEETSER: Mr. Speaker 
and Members of the House: As 
you know, I have been up in the 
air ever since yesterday a,bout op.e 
o'clock, looking for a landmg stnp, 
and I am just ,apout out of gas, so 
I won't take too much time. 

I do want to review two or three 
statements which I made yesterday. 
I do this because I have heard some 
discussion in the lobby and in vari
ous places around Augusta, and I 
would like to remind the House 
that I presented yesterday definite 
statements concerning the use of 
gas tax money in the construction 
of these air strips. No funds from 
this source would be used in the 
provisions of this bill. The Sbate
aid roads mentioned in the bill 
would be constructed or have been 
constructed, and will remain exact
ly as is called for under the State 
Higohway use of funds. The pro
posal, so far as construction is con
cerned, is to use the black surface 
road and its shoulders as a nucleus 
for the landing strip. The rest .of 
the area, going to . the. bounda~Ies 
of the highway, WhICh m most m
stances would be a total of four 
rods, including the used highway 
area, would thus make a strip the 
complete w~dth of the area now 
owned and controlled by the town. 

The second point which I wish to 
review has to do with the objec
tion which was raised by public 
utilities concerning the practice of 
eminent domain as provided for in 
Section 23-0 of the bill. I would 
like to refer, if I may, to the law, 
Ohapter 21, in which definite pro
vision is made for the public utili
ties to be heard in all instances 
pr'ovided for in Section 20. I will 
read from that section as it is writ
ten in the law. 

" ... No property, rig!J.ts or ease
ments of a public utilIty shall be 
taken under the provisions of sec
tions 17 to 23, inclusive, without 
the approval of the rublic utilities 
commiSSIOn after hearmg and upon 
such notice to the public utility af
fected thereby as said commission 
may order." . 

And the amendment which I WIll 
propose later covers that by refer
ring to that section, :stating thatwe 
will amend said bill by inserting 
after the underlined word "pre
vailed" in the 15th line thereof the 
underlined words 'and to be exer
cised in aceordance with the pro~
sions of section 20." That proVl
sion is what I have just read you. 

Now one other item which has 
been called to my attention as b~
ing something that should be clan
fied has to do with the control of 
traffic during the time when an air
plane would be landing or rising. 
Now I recognize the fact that we 
might have such an air strip in a 
town, and it would be used by only 
one or two individuals for perhaps 
some little time. Dater it might be 
used quite frequently, and I call 
your 'attention to the fact that we 
have 'Obstructions in our highways 
in the form of draw bridges, which 
to my belief would give you a sim
ilar condition. Some of those draw 
bridges are only used at wide in
tervals. No regular tender is pro
vided. When a boat wants to go 
through, some arrangement is made 
for the tender to be present, and 
of course where those draw bridges 
are in frequent use, a regular tend
er is there for the purpose of tend
ing to the signals. 

So I believe it can be arranged 
in much that same fashion. We 
have very few indications on record 
of an automobile ever having run 
into a ship. I think we can be
lieve we would have very few in
dications on record of an Rffplane 
and an automobile colliding under 
these conditions. 

I will remind the members of the 
House ag'ain that I 'am making the 
motion for the substitution of the 
bill for the report of the commit
tee. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair' rec~ 
ognizes the gentleman from Dama
riscotta, Mr. Gay. 

Mr. GAY: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I think 
this bill has some merits. I am 
interested in the future of Maine 
as We all are, and I think we all 
realize and appreciate that at the 
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time when this conflict has ceased, 
tha.t unquestionably aviation is to 
be one of the main factors of trans
portation and a recreational bene
fit to our state. 

Now as Mr. BweetseT has pointed 
out, there will be a certain desig
nated strip of highway in the com
munity assi:gned for this purpose. 
That four-rod width, I think we 
all can appreciate, is far greater 
than the present black surface 
which is now us·ed for our present 
methods of transportation. 

Another thing which I would like 
to mention at this time-and I be
lieve due consideration should be 
given to it-is that the small com
munities which cannot afford at 
the present time to construct a sep
arate air strip and maintain it, will 
benefit by it. As I understand, if 
I am not mistaken, the opportunity 
of acquiring these strips will give 
the town an oppmtunity to have 
that particular designated piece of 
highwa~ or highway area, so that 
that WIll make it impossible for a 
restricted building area which 
might ruin the location, and if that 
did take place, naturally they would 
lose their location. That is prob
ably more or less of a selfish 
thought upon my part because I 
have in my home town a certain 
area Which has been picked, adja
cent to the highway, already, and 
we are trying to get control over 
that particular strip to prevent ex
actly what this bill is asking for
to prevent the possibility of it be
coming a restricted building area. 
If that took place in my home town, 
business would suffer. It is a small 
community with small businesses, 
and small business is the economic 
structure of the State of Maine 
and we appreciate and realize that 
in the aviation future, if we lose 
out in my town down there, we are 
gOing to lose a gr'ea t many of our 
summer residents. They come down 
in airplanes-they have been down 
there year after year, looking for a 
place to land, and I know some of 
our summer residents have already 
moved to adjacent towns where 
they will have facilities for land
ing. 

I sincerely hope, Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House that we will 
give this particular bill a lot of 
serious consideration and vote to 
oppose it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Range
ley, Mr. True. 

Mr. TRUE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: As a mem
ber of the Aeronautics Committee, 
I wish to tell the members of the 
House why we had to pass this bill 
out "Ought not to pass". 

We were a new committee; we 
had a lot of time to devote to what 
few bills we had. We were in favor 
of anything that would further 
avirution, so we gave this particular 
bill a lot of time, as we did all the 
others. 

There were several reasons why 
we just could not pass it out the 
way we would have liked to have 
done. If you will notice Section 
23-B, that looked very dangerous 
to the committee-six people in any 
town could call a special town 
meeting and vote to layout and 
designate an air strip. The com
mittee could not very well see that. 

One of the other items which I 
think you should know about is the 
diversion of the gas tax money. I 
do not see how you are going to 
get away with taking a strip of 
highway which gas tax money has 
been laId out upon and use it f1r 
anything else. While we might like 
to do it, I am quite sure it wculd 
be unconstitutional. Another }~,?ri
ous matter is the policing. I am 
not going into any rebuttal with 
Mr. Sweetser on his draw-bridge 
stuff. I do not know who wau d 
tend it anyway. Of course it is 
not feasible. 

I do not want to keep th" mem
bers of the House here too long on 
this, and I am not goin: to ',eClY 
any more. I have told yo" the reCl
sons why we had to P.1SS F 0'1; 
"Ought not to pass," and T hcpp. the 
motion of the gentleman from Cum
berland, Mr. Sweetser, dees n0t pre
vail. 

The SPEAKER: Th? W'-St!Cl1 i'i 
on the motion of thp gentlempl1 
from Cumberland, Mr SWEetSer. tn 
substitute the bill for tll e report of 
the committee. 

The Chair recogni7-,'i tho" gentle
man from Bucksport. Mr. Rngent. 

Mr. SARGENT: ~.lIr. Speaker 
and Members of tr- Hnvse' I be
lieve we all recogYlj-p that the one 
handicap to the ('" -jrnrnent Pi air 
tra~sport in the ~lext few year~. 
WhICh we all exr-~t. is the lark of 
proper landing ,otrips, 

Now this bil' noes no~ ;:;0 verv 
fa: r toward prov'cing landing facil
ItIes, but It r'CtS ne'~mit towns 
whe~e conditi-r c ~'c <:11it3bl,~, t~ 
prOVIde a lanrl in" strJn of .~orts 
which will perl::::.rs be of scme ben-
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efit. I cannot see in the bill any
thing that places the control of the 
landing strip in the hands of six 
men. We have a provision in the 
bill that six citizens may call a 
town meeting, but that does not 
mean that six citizens are going to 
vote to allow a landing strip to be 
designated. If the people of the 
town are not sufficiently interested 
to attend town meeting, i:t is their 
hard luck. 

It seems to me this is an oppor
tunity to provide the small towns 
with a possible means Oof furnishing 
a landing strip to those who need 
it in starting perhaps a small avia
tion enterprise and for those who 
may wish tOo commute. I hope the 
motiOon of the gentleman from 
Cumberland, Mr. 8weetser, will pre
vail. 

The SPEAKE!R: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Green
ville, Mr. !Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Spea.ker and 
Members of the House: I will not 
take much of your time, but, being 
a member of the Aeronautics OOom
mittee, I will supplement what the 
Chairman, the gentleman from 
Rangeley, Mr. True, has told you 
on the diversion of the highway 
funds and policing powers in the 
use of the highway strip. I will 
add to that, there was also the 
question Oof maintenance. 

The highway is maintained out 
of highway funds, and you have 
got an obligation there. In addi
tion to that, each town in this 
State now, under the prevailing law, 
has ample power to build an air 
strip. There are several of them in 
the State. There is one down in 
Brunswick below here that is per
haps not fifty feet from the high
way, but there is a connecting link 
of highway to the strip. There is 
all kinds of power now to do that: 
any town can set up such a strip. 

This committee is unanimously in 
favor of the furtherance of aero
nautics in the State of Maine, but 
it did not feel it was justified in 
passing out this bill regardless of 
how much they liked it and regard
le~ of how much they sympathized 
wlth Mr. Sweetser's support for it. 

I therefore hope that the motion 
of the gentleman dOoes not prevail. 

Mr. SWEETSER: Mr. 8peaker
The ,SPEAKER: For what pur

pose does the gentleman rise? 
Mr. SWEETSElIR: May I have 

permission to speak again? 

The SPEAKElIR: The gentleman 
from Cumberland, Mr. Sweetser, 
asks unanimous consent to address 
the House for a third time on this 
matter. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears no objection and the 
gentleman may proceed. 

Mr. SWEETSER: I would like 
to say, Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the House, that the present law 
does provide for municipal airports, 
but the advantage of this bill is 
that the town already owns and 
controls the land in the highway. 
Under the law which is on your 
statutes, it becomes necessary, first 
of all, to go out and buy a piece of 
land suitable for this airpOort, and 
it is quite likely that it would run 
into several farms to get a satis
factory location. It might not be 
quite fair to make the comparis-on, 
but I happen to know one airport 
that has been built in this State 
that cost us $380,000. Now those 
figures are way beyond any expense 
tha t the town can hope to go to 
for many years. 

I further would like to call at
tention to an item which I pre
sume was received by you in your 
mail this morning - there is no 
particular reason why I should 
have received it. It comes from 
The Air Transport Association of 
America. I ,would just like to read 
this paragraph: 

"Today a host of travellers await 
the war's end promise of con
venient, rapid and relatively inex
pensive travel by air. The fulfil
ment of this promise will be gov
erned largely by the State legisla
ture. If they make legislation too 
tough, citizens of these states are 
gOoing to look up in the sky and 
wa tch the passenger planes make 
non-stop flights over their inhospi
table commonwealths." 

When the vote is taken I asl{ 
for a division. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Cumberland, Mr. Sweetser, 
moves that the bill be substituted 
for the "OUght not to pass" report 
of the committee, and the gentle
man asks for a division. 

All those in favor of the motion 
that the bill be substituted for the 
"Ought not to pass" report of the 
committee will rise and stand in 
their places until cOounted and the 
monitOors have made and returned 
their count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Twenty having voted in the af-
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firmative and 51 in the negative, 
the motion did not prevail. 

Thereupon, the "Ought not to 
pa.ss" report of the committee was 
accepted and sent up for concur
rence. 

The SBEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the second 
matter of unfinished business, Re
solve Providing for the Payment of 
Certain Damages Caused by Pro
tected Wild Animals" (H. P. 1427) 
(L. D. 11(7) tabled on April 3rd 
by Mr. Berry of Livermore Falls, 
pending assignment for second 
reading; and on motion by Mr. 
Berry the resolve was assigned for 
second reading Monday, April 9th. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair now 
lays before the House the third 
matter of unfinished business, Bill 
"An Act Relating to Teachers' Re
tirement System" (H. P. 423) (L. D. 
165) In the House, on April 2nd, 
Oommittee Amendment "A" was 
read and adopted, and tabled on 
April 3rd by Mr. Jordan of Saco 
pending motion of Mr. Payson of 
Portland, to reconsider .adoption of 
Committee Amendment "A"; and 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Saco, Mr. Jordan. 

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Last Tues
day, when the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Payson, put the mo
tion to reconsider adoption of Com
mittee ,Amendment "A" he made 
the statement that this was another 
discriminatory measure in favor of 
the teachers. Now that statement 
would lead the members of this 
House to a misconception: it would 
make everyone here think that the 
Education Depa.rtment put this bill 
in and favored it. The truth of 
the matter is I did put this bill in 
fo·r the Education Department, but 
the amendment on which the state
ment was based was made by my
self, and I had no idea of discrim
inating agains,t any other d·epart
ment, but I did think that there 
was .a discriminat'ion in its own 
cla.~s, and I did not like the bill. 

I think it would be well if you 
looked at your Legislative Docu
ment No. 165, so you can perhaps 
understand better what I am talk
ing about. I would like the privilege 
of telling you I do not like the bill 
because I never like double-talk. 
This law started big and ended 
small; it starts in with a generous 

mood and ends watching the purse
strings; says one thing in the lang
uage appropriate for something 
else. 

To show you what I mean, I am 
going to read from L. D. 165, begin
ning at the second sentence: "Dur
ing such service, in addition to its 
c·wn share the state shall contrib
ute such amounts as the member 
would have been required to con
tribute if he had been teaching 
within this state during his service 
in the said military or naval forces, 
in the same capacity as that in 
which he was te-aching at the time 
he joined the service." 

Now that sounds bi'!; and very 
generous. But let us look at the 
next sentence: "If the aforesaid 
member shall withdraw from or be
comes separated from the associa
tion, he may not withdraw any 01' 
the contributions made by the state 
under this subsection." 

Now this means in plain English 
that if a member of the Retirement 
Association went to war, and was 
lucky enough to return in good 
enough condition to be taken back 
as a teacher, and actually did re
turn to the system, then the state 
would not only contribute its own 
contribution but also the particular 
member's contribution. 

As a specific case; A teacher who 
received $150() would ordinarily pay 
in $75 per year and would receive 
from the state that sum times the 
years in service when he returned 
to the profession of teaching within 
the time limit set. This certainly 
puts a premium on staying alive. 

Now according td the law, the 
state has to contribute at each per
iod the amount which the man in 
service would have contributed. 
Generally, to lose something which 
has been contributed to you, a per
son has to do something himself 
which disqualifies him from receiv
ing this benefit, but not in this law. 
A soldier teacher who has fought 
two years has, in round figures, 
$150 contributed by the State as his 
share that he would have had to 
pay if he had been required to con
tribute as a teacher. He is killed in 
action, fighting for us. The state, 
under this law, immediately with
draws the above $150: he has be
come separated from the system. 

I think this law must have been 
passed on April Fool's Day. A man 
who comes oack and who can pro
tect himself gets paid by the state, 
while a man who dies doing his 
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duty-but who nevertheless is dead 
and therefore Qlf no use to the Sbate 
-receiv,es nothing. 

There you have the re'ason why 
I put in the amendment, Filing No. 
12'1, and that is the reason why the 
Judtciary Oommittee passed it out 
unanimously "Ought to pass." 

I will read Filing No. 121. It 
staIits at the end of the third sen
tence and says: "Amend said bill 
by adding at the end of the last 
sentence of subsection III, before 
the deleted sentence, the following 
words: 'except that if the afore
said member dies while in service 
in the said military or naval forces, 
his estate shall be entitled to re
ceivebhe contributions made for 
him by the state as hereinbefore 
provided.' 

Now I have no objection .to the 
study of the entire pension system, 
in fact I think it is a good thing: 
but I canno,t follow the reasoning 
whereby we should not conect an 
error when found because there is 
the same error in other laws. 

The first paragraph of this law 
makes it possible for a tea'cher en
tering the service to retain his 
membership in the system, so there 
was no need for the State to pay 
out this money unless they so de
sired. This body, two years ago, 
decided to do so, however, and it 
is my contention that if we are to 
pay those who re'turn we should 
also pay those who died so that 
others could return. 

I hope the motion of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Payson, 
does not prevail, and, when the 
vote is taken, I ask for a division. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of 'the House: I think you 
will recall that I said merely that 
this bill was discriminatory. The 
gentleman from Saco, Mr. Jordan, 
has read a lot into that when he 
states that I implied that the De
partment of Education was trying 
to load something in favor of the 
department. I simply stated that 
the law was discriminatory, and it 
is. 

Very briefly, this is all the bill 
does. The State is gOing to give 
away some money ,to 'the estate of 
a teacher who dies in the servke 
Now if you want to give away 
money to the estate of every man 
and woman in this State who dies 
in the service, that is o. k. with 
me, but I do not believe in picking 

out the teachers and gIVrng it 'to 
their estate. Furthermore, it is 
rather unusual to pay a Ibonus to 
the estate of a deceased servtce
man anyway. The usual procedure 
is to pay the bonus to the service 
man himself. But, to show you 
how clear-cut 'this discrimination 
is - bhis is a rather broad propo
sition - but here are the two 
things that can happen: If a teach
er goes into the service, gets his 
feet wet in training camp and dies 
of pneumonia in the hospital, his 
estate will get the money the State 
has paid in to keep the pension 
system sound. If any other em
ployee of the State happens to go 
into the Marines, and, after two 
years service, gets into action at 
Iwo Jima and is killed, his estate 
does nClt get any money at all. That 
is what I call rank di&crimination, 
and that is why I am opposed to 
this amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. payson, that the 
House reconsider its action whereby 
it adopted Committee Amendment 
"A". The gentleman from Saco, 
Mr. Jordan, has asked for a division. 
All those in' favor of the motion to 
reconsider will rise and stand in 
their places until ,counted and the 
monitors have made and returned 
the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Fifty-seven having voted in the 

affirmative and four in the nega
tive, the motion prevailed. 

Thereupon, on further motion by 
Mr. Payson, Committee Amendment 
"A" was indefinitely postponed, and 
the bill had its third reading and 
was passed to be engrossed and sent 
up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair lays 
before the House the fourth mat .. 
ter of unfinished business, House 
Amendment "B" to Bill, "An Act 
Rerating to Inheritance Taxes" (H. 
P. 1385) (L. D. 1046) tabled on April 
4th by the gentleman from Port
land, Mr. Bowker, pending adoption 
and the Chair recognizes that gen~ 
tleman. 

Mr. BOWKER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This House 
Amendment "B", presented by the 
gentleman from Boothbay Harbor 
Mr. Perkins, involves a lot of money: 
It would amend the tax law on 
inheritance taxes put on the books 
in 1941. The amendment, in my 
opinion, is not good. We need all 
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the money that this ,state can get. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I move the 
indefinite postponement of House 
Amendment "B." 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Bowker, moves 
indefinite postponement of House 
Amendment "B". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Boothbay Harbor, Mr. 
Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Thfs bill 
should not be ·considered as a taxa
tion measure. The object of House 
Amendment "B" is to put the law 
b1l!ck where I understood it was in 
1941. In 1933, Chapter 148, Section 
3, this law appeared at the time a 
reenactment was made in the in
heritance tax law. In 1941, Chap
ter 304, Section 3, the Legislature 
saw fit to double the rate of taxa
tion on inherit1l!nce taxes, and, at 
the same time, they incorporated 
in the law in 1933 these words: "a 
child or children of a deceased child 
by representation." Now represen
tation means where it descends 
down-if my son were dead his 
share would go to his son. 

The Inheritance Tax Department 
interpreted that law to mean that 
if one took without a will, if the 
grandchildren took without a will, 
that is, by right of representation, 
he got a full exemption of ten dol
lars, but if he took under a will-if 
I left my grandchild in a will a 
c·ertain amount of money, he only 
got an exemption of $500. 

I settled several estates upon 
that basis, they not being large 
enought to take an appeal. But an 
appeal was taken from one deci
sion of the Inheritance Tax Com
missioner and an opinion was ren
dered by Mr. Justice Hudson of our 
Supreme Court, in which he held 
that the Legislature of 1933 did not 
make any change or any distinction 
whether they took by representa
tion or under a will. 

Now the object of this Amend
ment "B," in the first instance, is 
to put the law back where we 
supposed it was in 1941. 

I am opposed to the bill which is 
now pending- before the House for 
other reasons - Legislative Docu
ment 1046. Down at the end of the 
first page, they provide in this bill 
that if there is one grandchild he 
will have an exception of $10,000. 
I do not care what the exemption 
may be, but I want all my grand
children to share alike. They say 

there should be only one exemption 
of $10,000. If I should be fortunate 
enough to have four grandchildren 
instead of one, it means my grand
childr·en would only have an ex
emption of $2500 each, the total ex
emption to my grandchildren being 
$10,000, whereas li my neighbor only 
had one graJ;ldchild his grandchild 
would get a full exemption of $10,-
000. I think that is unfair,and I 
think it is inequitable. 

Just let us see one thing more. 
This bill was passed in 1941, before 
we were at war. They doubled the 
taxes on estates right straight 
down the line. I submit to you, Mr. 
Speaker and Members of the House, 
that our grandchildren will have 
taxes enough to pay without us in
creasing them at the present time. 
It is a bad policy, I think, on the 
part of our State to increase in
heritance taxes at all where we 
doubled them four years ago. 

I come from a section of the State 
where a great part of my business 
and a great part of the business of 
other citizens of my section comes 
from people who move in here from 
outside the State and do leave sub
stantial estates, and if we keep on 
increasing our inheritance taxes and 
if that is the policy of our State, 
some of our citizens will just move 
to a state where they do not have 
them. We doubled them four years 
ago, and, Mr. Speaker and Mem
bers of the House, I think we have 
done enough. 

The State will not lose a great 
deal of money under this bill: the 
loss will be very small if anything 
at all. But let us assume that they 
might: I do not want them to take 
it out of my grandchildren. 

I hope the motion of the gentle
man from Portland, Mr. Bowker, 
will not prevail. I am trying to put 
this law back where we thought it 
was in 1941. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog-. 
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Bowker. 

Mr. BOWKER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: It seems 
as though this House in the past 
two weeks has passed a lot of 
measures calling for revenue. This 
money has got to come from some 
place: we just cannot pass laws 
that are going to decrease our cur
rent income. A fair estimate of the 
loss under this amendment, in my 
opinion, would be close to $100,000. 
It would be hard to determine just 
what that amount would be. But 
there are a great many measures 
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that members of this House want 
passed, and I feel it would be a 
mistake to pass that ,amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Saco, Mr. 
Jordan. 

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker, I am 
neither an opponent or proponent, 
but I think as a member of the 
Taxation Committee I should ex
plain the reason why the Taxation 
Committee put on that limitation 
of $10,000. 

As you know, this only applies 
to children of the deceased. If 
descendants of the grandchildren 
are alive, they are in another class 
and that person is only entitled to 
an exemption of $10,000. So it 
seemed fair to the Taxation Com
mittee that if the grandchildren 
came in they should only receive 
the ,amount that was due the par
ent if she wel1e 'alive. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Auburn, 
Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: There is 
one other point in this bill I would 
like to. call to your attention, and 
that is the third line at the bottom 
of the first page. It speaks of a 
grandchild who is issue of deceased 
child. I do not think that par
ticular clause is equitable or fair, 
for two reasons: If the child in 
this case married another party 
who had children, so that they 
had stepchildren, even though they 
might adopt those children, they 
would be treated differently than 
the man's own children. That lim
its it to issue. Then there is also 
the question of adopted children 
that might arise here. You and I 
know that the number of adopted 
children is increasing rather rapidly, 
and many of these children are 
adopted when a very few weeks old, 
and, in some instances, they do not 

•. know they are adopted children. 
N ow if the time comes when they 
are to inherit under these pro
visions, they would be discriminated 
against to the extent their exemp
tion would be $500, whereas the 
others would be $10,000. 

It seems to me we are creating 
unnecessa.ry complications. So far 
as the revenue is concerned, this 
proposed amendment does not 
change the increase in the rate of 
tax in Section 4 where it is changed 
from five to eight per cent. That 
is where the largest part of your 
increased revenue would come. The 
revenue under this other section 

would, in my judgment, be very 
slight, because the rate is only two 
per cent on that small difference 
under $10,000. I hope the motion 
does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Bowker, to in
definitely postpone House Amend
ment "B". 

The Ohair recognizes the g,entle
man trom Rome, Mr. Downs. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members 'Of the House: I do not 
want ,to inject any remarks of mine 
into this bill, but this thought oc
curs ,to me. It 'has been frequently 
sa:1d here th'at people came here to 
Maine from .the larger eenters and 
located here quite largely because 
of 'the f'a(,t 'that we had a very fair 
inheritance tax. Als one who lives in 
a small town which has been 
brought from very near a sltage of 
bankruptcy to 'a state of prosperity 
because of the influx of these sum
mer residents, as we are pleased t,o 
call them, I would eertainly be much 
opposed to any bill which would 
tend to drive :them away from us, 
and I 'certainly fear such a result if 
the motion of the genUeman ,from 
PortIand prevails, therefore I cer
tainly hope it does not. 

The SPEAKER: The Ohair rec
ognizes cthe gentleman from Port
land. Mr. Haskell. 

Mr. HASKELL: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: The meas
ure we are now considering is, in 
my judgment, of real impoll'tance to 
this L,egislature. If passed, I am in
fmmed that it ,involves 'about $300,-
00'0 to 'tile sta'te of Ma,ine. You have 
just heard 'it stated by several dif
ferent speakers that they do not 
feel it is time now to further raise 
the ra:tes on inheritance ,taxes. That 
is an issue I think we have got to 
bce. We have got to find some way, 
it seems to me, to raise a little more 
money, or some of the mea,sures 
now pending in this House eannot 
be passed because there will not be 
any way ,to finance them. 

Now this bill here asks 'Only a 
normal increase from five ,to eight 
per,cent on shares of certain 'bene
ficiaries of esta'tes. I :think 'that is 
reasonable enough and that it is 
entirely proper. When you tmce the 
history of the law 'Of descent and 
distribution, you will find in the old 
days a person had no ri<ght :00 leave 
anY'thing a,tall ;ilt all went to the 
Strute. Now this is not a very gTeat 
change, -and I ,think, from the ma:t
ter 'Of revenue, it is well WOllth it. 
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Now ill rell'ard .to the point of .the 
grandchildren. which seems rbo dis
turb some members of the House. I 
cannot quite see why it is nat per
fectly f'air and perfedly just to 
hmit the sh'are :tha,t oomes down to 
the grandchild when its parent is 
not 'aJive to 'the same identical 
share whkh the parent would have 
had if living. 

In other words. let me give you 
this eXlample. if I may. There are 
two sons in the family. One of ,these 
sons is not living. and he has three 
children. If theamendmen:t as pro
posed by the gentleman from Booth
bay Harbor (Mr. Perkins) were to 
be adopted. it would mean that 
those 'tillee children would each 
have an exemption of $10.000. or a 
'total of $30.000. Now. on 'the other 
side of the fence. ·the son who is 
alive and who may have children to 
educate. only gets $10.000. That is 
the only exemption he has. It seems 
to me. when you boost those three 
children by 'a law. stepping them up 
into the same place tha,t their 
fa,ther would have had if he had 
heen living. it is only just that you 
give them jointly and notindivid
ually the same 'trea:tmen:t ,the father 
would have had if he were alive. 

That is about all there is to this 
proposition. I think it is very sim
ple. I think the real issue on this 
case is whether we. as members of 
the Legislature. want to pass a 
measure that will involve a loss of 
$300.000 to the state. That is the 
issue here and that is what has got 
to be decided. I therefore hope that 
the motion of the gentleman from 
Portland (Mr. Bowker) to indefi
nitely postpone House Amendment 
"B" will prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Boothbay 
Harbor. Mr. Perkins. 

Mr. PERKINS: Mr. Speaker. let 
me make one thing clear. if I may. 
House Amendment "B". which I of
fered. only applies to Section 1 of 
Legislative Document 1046. The in
crease in taxation is in Section 2. 
which is not covered by my amend
ment at all. and does increase the 
tax fmm five to eight per cent. 
where it goes to brothers and sis
ters. and has no bearing upon the 
present issue. My House Amend
ment "E" applies only to Section 1 
of the Bill. 

Now if a man dies and he leaves 
three children-he had three chil
dren. and one of these children is 
dead. if there is no will. they take 

one-third each and the one-third 
descends to the grandchildren. and 
if there is one grandchild. he takes 
the entire share his father or mother 
would have taken. 

The point I am making is that 
if there are three grandchildren or 
four. they want to divide that uP. 
and I think it is unfair. unjust and 
inequitable. Of course. if a man 
leaves a will. he can leave his prop
erty in any way he sees fit. but I 
think it is most unjust to make a 
distinction between our grandChil
dren under this bill. 

As far as revenue is concerned. 
I cannot see any question or reve
nue involved when it is only a ques
tion of how you are going to divide 
this among the grandchildren. 

The SPEAKER: At this time the 
Chair would like to remind the 
members of the House that although 
the printed amendment appears on 
your desks as House Amendment 
"A.... the filing is No. 148. and it 
should be House Amendment "B". 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Millinocket. Mr. Ward. 

Mr. WARD: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I believe 
there is a matter of revenue in
volved here. To take an illustration 
of the previous speaker: A man dies 
and he originally had three chil
dren and one of these children pre
deceased him. and. we will say that 
child left three children; in the dis
tribution of that estate. an intestate 
estate. assuming the man had an 
estate of $9.0.000. the two sons would 
each ha,ve $30.000 coming to them; 
they would have an exemption of 
$10.000. and at two per cent. they 
would have a tax of about $400 
that they would have to pay. The 
three grandchildren. if they were 
each entitled to a $10,000 exemption. 
their net would be zero. and they 
would have nothing to pay. In that 
situation. on that one estate. the 
State of Maine would lose the sum 
of $400. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Clifton. 
Mr. Williams. . 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am not 
going into any long discussion of 
this, because I believe that the 
gentleman from Portland. Mr. Has
kell. and the gentleman from Mil
linocket. Mr. Ward. have shown to 
you the fact that we do lose reve
nue if this amendment is passed. 
but I do want to speak on the point 
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of view that we need this revenue 
at the present time. 

This is a tax measure, there is no 
question about that. Just how much 
revenue we will lose from this 
amendment no one can tell. It is 
according to just what folks die 
during the period of time this is in 
force. But you all have on your 
desks a statement issued by the 
Appropriations Committee of how 
we stand financially. If you go 
through that list, you will find that 
all the things which two weeks ago 
we thought might possibly be 
passed to raise rev·enue has been 
cut out, one at a time, until this 
one bill is left as the real hope. 
You will recall that a week ago 
today a lot of the pet bills of this 
House, one after another the mem
bers of the Appropriations Commit
tee took them off the table and 
moved their adoption. And we did 
that to a great extent under the 
understanding this bill was coming 
out of the Taxation Committee 
"OUght to pass" and would pass. 
Maybe we were assuming too much, 
but, anyway, we took that assump
tion and put them through because 
members were interested in their 
pet bills. 

Now there has developed the old 
fight of whether we should have an 
inheritance tax in Maine. You have 
heard it said here that the inheri
tance tax was doubled, It was in 
most cases, but not in this brack
et, for the simple reason that one 
member of a branch of this Legis
lature that I am not able to speak 
of today put up such a fight that 
that branch did not have the cour
age to go out and enact a tax meas
ure. It is my belief, Members of 
the Legislature, that when money is 
needed you should enact a tax 
measure. How much money you 
are going to lose if this amendment 
is adopted, I cannot say, but I 
think it has been proven you are 
gOing to lose money. If we want to 
pass these pet bills of ours for 
things which you and I believe are 
progressive legislative ideas, I be
lieve it is necessary that we have 
the backbone to pass a tax measure. 
We have thrown out everything 
else; this is the last measure. I 
hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Bowker, pre
vails. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, I will 
take but a moment of your time. 

as I analyze this thing, I too am 
concerned with the revenue and 
our financial picture and how we 
must apportion money to various 
things that you see fit to demand 
of us. Ther~ are only two things 
that I can see you have to decide on 
in regard to this amendment: One 
is, whether we should have the 
money, and the second is, whether 
we should get it before the Federal 
government does. Just keep those 
two paints in mind and make your 
decision accordingly. I hope the 
motion of the gentleman from 
Portland, Mr. Bowker, does pre
vail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec
ognizes the gentleman from Au
burn, Mr. Williams. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Mr. Speaker, I 
rise for the purpose of keeping the 
record straight on this matter. I 
want to say this tax was reduced 
from one per cent to two per cent 
at the time ,the other rates went 
up, so it bias definitely been in
creased in this bracket. The amount 
of revenue that could be raised un
der SeDtion 1 is very small. Your 
real revenue will 'come from 'Sec
tion 2, which has not been amend
ed, and, if H is revenue ,that is 
desired, I think the lowering of 
your exemption here will be a more 
equitable manner than it would be 
to discmminate between members of 
the same family. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of ,the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Bowker,that 
House Amendment "B" be ,indefin
itely postponed, and a division has 
been requested. All those in favor 
of the motion to indefinitely post
pone will rise and stand in ,their 
places until counted and the moni
tors make and l'eturn the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Fifty-four having voted in the 

affirmative and 29 in the negative, 
the motion pl'evailed and House 
Amendment "B" was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Thereupon, Mr. Tozier of Fair
field, offered House Amendment 
"A" and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

House Amendment "A" to H. P. 
1385, L. D. 1046, Bill "An Act re
lating to Inheritance Taxes." 

Amend said Bill by adding at the 
end of the third line of Sec. 3 
thereof (printed Bill) the word 
'stepchild,' 
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House Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and the bill as amended 
was passed to be engrossed and 
sent up for concurrence. 

On motion <by Mr. Ward of Milli
nocket, 

Adjourned until Monday, April 
9th, at 4 :30 P. M. 




