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HOUSE 

Tuesday, March 13, 1945. 
The House met according to ad

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Pray;er bp the Rev. Mr. Wood of 
Hallowell. 

Journal of the previous session 
read and approved. . 

Papers frO'm the Senate 
Senate Reports O'f CO'mmittees 

Ought NO't to' Pass 
Report of the Committee on Judi

ciary reporting "Ought not to pass" 
on Bill "An Act relating to Service 
Retirement Benefits for Legislative 
Employees" (S. P. 288) (L. D. 725) 

Came from the Senate read and 
accepted. 

In the HQuse, read and accepted 
in concurr·ence. 

Ought to' Pass in New Draft 
Report of the Committee on Ju

diciary on Bill "An Act relating to 
the Assignment of Accounts Re
ceivable" (S. P. 20000) (L. D. 484) 
reporting same in a new draft (S. 
P. 378) (L. D. 970) under same 
title and that it "Ought to pass" 

Report of the Committee 'On 
Towns on Bill "An Act relating to 
Town Reports" (S. P. 276) (L. D. 
611) reporting same in a new draft 
(R P. 375) (L. D. 969) under same 
title and that it "Q.ught to pass" 

Came from the Senate the Re
ports read and accE'pted and the 
Bills passed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Reports were read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bills read twice and tomorrow 
assigned. 

Ought to' Pass with Senate Amend
ment 

Report of the Committee on 
Judiciary reporting "Ought to pass" 
on Bill "An Act relating to the Re
issuance of Revoked Hunting Li
cens'2s" (S. P. 58) (L. D. 23) 

Came from the Senate the Re
port read and accepted and the Bill 
passed to be engrossed as amended 
by Senate Amendment "A". 

In the House, Report was read 
and accepted in concurrence and 
the Bill read twice. 

Senate Amendment "A" read by 
the Clerk as follows: 

Senate Amendment "A" 
58, L, D. 23, Bill "An Act 
to the Rei.ssuance of 
Hunting Licenses." 

to S. P. 
Relating 
Revoked 

Amend said Bill by striking out 
the underlined word "grO'ss" in the 
14th line thereof (the 11th line of 
the bill as printed). 

Senate Amendment "A" was 
adopted in concurrence and tomor
row was ass'gned for third read
ing of the Bill. 

Orders 

On motion by Mr. Downs of 
Rome, it was 

ORDERED, that Mr. Bird of 
Washington, be excused from at
tendance this week because of busi
ness. 

Q.n motion by Mr. Wright of 
Limestone. it was 

ORDERED, that the Clerk of the 
House be directed to send lotters 
to S. Nightingale & Co., C. A. 
Powers & Co., Reed Bros. Inc., 
George Stone & Son, W. W. Haley 
and The Great Atlantic & Pacific 
Tea Company, all of Fort Fairfield 
in the County of Aroostook and the 
State Oof MaIne, expressing to each 
one the appreciation of the mem
bers of the House of Representa
tives for the contribution of their 
product from the great County of 
Aroostook. 

On motion by Mr. Gay of 
Damariscotta, it was 

ORDERED, that Rev. Robert 
Heigham of Wiscasset, be invited to 
officiate as Chaplain of the House 
on Wednesday, March 21st. 

On mOotion by Mr. Lee of Dover
Foxcroft, it was 

ORDERED, that Rev. Frank E. 
Ratzell of Dover-Foxcroft, be in
vited to officiate as Chaplain of 
the House on March 20th. 

House Reports .of Committees 
Divided Rep.ort 

Majority Report of the Commit
tee on Legal Affairs reporting 
"Ought not to pass" on Bill "An 
Act Permitting Roller-Ska ting on 
Sunday" (H. P. 148) (L. D. 50) 
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Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 

Messrs. BATCHELDER of York 
LEAVITT of Cumberland 
GOULD of Androscoggin 

-of the Senate. 
PAYSON of Pertland 
RANKIN of Bridgton 
WEEKS of Waterville 
WARREN of Westbrook 
SNOW of Auburn 
WELCH of Mars Hill 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Com

mittee reporting "Ought to pass" 
on same Bill. 

Rep8rt was signed by the follow
ing member: 

Mr. DONAHUE of Biddeford 
-of the House. 

The Majority Report "Ought not 
to pass" was accepted and sent up 
for concurrence. 

At this point a message was re
ceived from the Senate, through 
Senator Noyes of Hancock, inform
ing the House that the Senate had 
a.ccepted the resignation of the 
Honorable Royden V. Brown and 
had duly elected the Honorable 
Chester T. Winslow as Secretary of 
the Senate for the 92nd Legislature. 

Divided Report 
Tabled 

Majority Report of the Commit
tee all Legal Affairs reporting 
"Ought not to pass" on Bill "An Act 
relatin:~ to Taxation of Real Estate 
on Le:tsed Lewd" CH. P. 93) (L. D. 
41) 

Report was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. BATCHELDER of York 

LEAVITT of Cumberland 
GOULD of Androscoggin 

-of the Senate. 
WELCH of Mars Hill 
RANKIN of Bridgton 
WEEKS of Waterville 
WARREN of Westbrook 
SNOW of Auburn 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Com

mittee reporting "Ough' to p3.SS" on 
same Bill. 

Rep:Jrt was signed by the follow
ing members: 
Messrs. PAYSON of Portland 

DONAHUE of Biddeford 
·-::>f the House. 

(On mo:ion by M!:'. Weeks of 
WatervilJe. the two Reports, wi~h 
accompanying papers, were tabled 

pending ac'ceptance of either re
port) 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bills 

lVIr. Oros;"y from the Committee 
on Banks "nd Banking reported 
"Ought to pass" on Bill "An Act re
lating to Personal Loans Made by 
SFings Banks" CR. P. 1117) (L. D. 
692) 

Miss Deering from the Committee 
on Education reported same on Bill 
"An Ad relating to Tuition in Sec
ondary Schools" (H. P. 805) (L. D. 
419) 

Mr. Weeks from thr C':Jmmittee on 
Legal Affairs reported S3-me on Bill 
"An Act relating to Records of Sale 
of Real Estate for Taxes" (H. P. 
1084) (L. D. 775) 

Mr. Brown from the O::>mmittee 
on Public Utilities reported same on 
Bill "An Act ,to Extend the Charter 
of the Vanceboro Water Company" 
CR. P. 1223) CL. D. 772) 

Mr. Oallins from same Committee 
reported same on Bill "An Acct ,to 
ExtE:nd the Charter of the Aroos
took Railway Company" !H. P. 1227) 
(L. D. f>O~) 

Mr. Corson from the Committee 
on \1I[e1£are reported s:tme on Bill 
"An Act relating to the Duties of 
the Depar~mED t of Health and Wel
fare and the Ins;;ection and Li
censing of Ir:stitutions and Board
ing Hennes for the Aged" (H. P. 357) 
(L. D. 122) 

Reports wcore read and 3c:cepted 
alld the Bills, having; already been 
prin:ed, were read twice under 5US
p211sion of the rules and tomor
row assL~ned. 

Ought to Pass With Committee 
Amendment 

Ml'. Bo\,~ker from the Oommittee 
on ApproprIations and Financial 
Alfairs on R('sol'.~Q in favor of 
Penob,'cot Tri'.lc of Indians (R. P. 
782) CL. D. 415) r2ported "Ought 
to pass" as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" sClomitted there
with. 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Resolve, having already 
beep. rrinted, was read once under 
suspension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A' read 
ty the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 7fl2, L. D. 415 Resolve, in favor 
of Penobscot Tribe of Indians. 
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Amend said Resolve by striking 
out in the 2nd line thereof the fig
ures "$25000" and inserting in place 
thereof the figures '$1,000', 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and tomorrow assigned for 
second reading of the Resolve, 

Mr, Payson from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs on Bill "An Act 
relating to Street Sliding" (H, p, 
211) (L, D, 84) reported "Ought to 
pasf," as amended by Committee 
Amendment "A" submitted there
with, 

Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules, 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read bv the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H, 
p, 211, L, D, 84, Bill "An Act Re
lating to street Sliding", 

Amend said bill by inserting af
ter the enacting clause and before 
the letters "R. S," in the first line 
thereof, the underlined abbreviation 
and numeral "Sec, I". 

Further amend said bill by adding 
thereto the following new section 2, 

Sec, 2, R. S .. c. 84, ~132, amended. 
Section 132 of chapter 84 of the 
revised statutes is hereby repealed 
and repJaced to read as follows: 

'Sec. 132. Record of such restric
tion to he made, When str'2ets, 
roads, or sidewalks have been so 
desivnat ed under section 131, the 
municipl o:ffi,:;eJ;,s shall cause such 
de,'ig'Y1atian and "w:h reasonable re
stri.cticllc as the:: may adopt to be 
recorc]l'd in the records of the town, 
and their ,"ction c,hall be in force 
until modified or annulled by like 
authority, Polin) officers aEd con
st.ables ,?hall enforce the p"'ovisions 
of the preceding section.' 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted ,md tomorrow assigned for 
third reading of the Bill. 

Mr, 'Welch from the Ccmmittee on 
L,eg::l Ai1Jirs on Bill "An Act to 
Am,'nd the Charter of the city of 
Pontl1. PCl'tl~.!1d and Provide for a 
Park :111~ Recreation Commission" 
(H, p, 530) (L, D, 259) reported 
"Ou','.h', to lYlc'S" as am'snded bv 
Committ2e Amendment "A" sub'
mittcd therewith, 

RCDo"t ,",,1;; :'erld Dnd accenteo, 
8ndthe Bill hJving alreqdyheen 
prinjpd, ',"DS )'eld twice under sus
pension of the rules, 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H, 
p, 530, L, D, 259, Bill "An Act to 
Amend the Charter of the City of 
South Portland and Provide for a 
Park and Recreation Commission," 

Amend the last paragTaph in Sec, 
4 by striking out "by ordinance or 
order," and by striking out "or here
after acquired by them in any man
ner Whatever," and by adding after 
the word "now" the words 'or here
after', and by changing the "," to 
a "," after the word "respectively", 
so that said paragraph as amended 
shall read as follows: 

"'l;he city council or board of edu
cation may permit the commission 
to h:lVe the use of any buildings, 
lands and water areas now or here
after owned or controlled by the city 
or board of education respe'ctively," 

Amend Sec, 7 by adding after the 
word "commission" in the first line 
the words 'in the name of the ci~', 
and by adding after the word "bor
rowed" where it first appears in 
line five the words 'beyond the 
amount in said fund or deposited 
in said fund from time to time un
der the nrovisions of section 9 here
of', so that said section as amended 
"'hall re8,cl as follows: 

"Sec. 7. Borrow money. S1id 
cOlmnis<;ion in the name of the city 
shall have power to borrow money 
and give notes or other eviucl1cC's of 
indebtedness th2refor, to C'UTY on 
t:w work herein designated, '\vhich 
,shall be r"pajd nut of the fune1 here
in esta blishecl, but the ~ity sh;:;]) not 
be lbble for the payment of any 
monev so borrnwed beyond the 
amount in said fund or deposited 
111 smd fund f\'Om tilPe tn time 
uncler the provisions of section 9 
then'of. An:.' money borro'""ccl bV 
vote of the commission Sh111 be re
paid from Slid lund in the 11181111er 
provid"d under the terms of the 
loan, and any instJllment, whe'11 due 
Rnd payable shp,]l be a first lien on 
said fund," 

Committee Amendment "A" w~s 
adnpted Rncl tomorrow assigned for 
third reEding of the Bill, 

Mr, Marsh'lll from the Cnmmit
t.ee on Public Utilities on Bill "An 
Act to Aid in Prrvention of Flood 
Damag(''' (H. p, 1225) (I" D, 808) 
rep~rted "Ought to P:Jss" as amen
ded by Committee Amendment "A" 
submitted therewith, 
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Report was read and accepted, 
and the Bill:, having already been 
printed, was read twice under sus
pension of the rules. 

Committee Amendment "A" read 
by the Clerk as follows: 

Committee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 1225, L. D. 808, Bill "An Act to 
Aid in Prevention of Flood Dam
age." 

Amend said Bill by striking O'ut 
the figures "30" in the 1st line of 
said bill after the ena;cting clause 
and inserting in place thereof the 
figures '40'. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
adopted, and tomorrow assigned for 
third reading of the Bill. • 

First Reading of Printed Bills 

Bill "An Act relieving Towns from 
Care of Negle·cted Children" (H. P. 
1332) (L. D. 98{)) 
• Bill "An Act relating to Licensing 
Boarding Homes for Children" (H. 
P. 1333) (L. D. 981) 

Bil's were read twice and to'mor
row assigned. 

Passed to be Engrossed 
Bill "An Act relating to Powers 

of the Police Department of the 
city of Lewiston" (S. P. 252) (L. D. 
632) 

Bill "An Ad relating to Educa
tion of Blind Children" (H. P. 358) 
(L. D. 123) 

Bill "An Act relating to the Pay
ment of Certain Obligations of the 
Recipients of Old Age Assistance 
and Aid to the Blind Under Certain 
Conditions" (H. P. 359) (L. D. 124) 

Bill "An Ad relating to State 
Trust Funds" (H. P. 407) (L. D. 162) 

BPI "An Ad relating to State 
Police Retirement System" (H. P. 
947) (L. D. 575) 

Bill "An Act Permitting Em
ployees of Water Districts and 
Other Quasi-Muncipal Corporations 
to' Become Members of the State 
EmplDyeeS' Retirement System" (H. 
P. 1140) (L. D. 683) 

Bill "An Act relating to the 
Presoue Isle Municipal Court" (H. 
P. 1330) (L. D. 978) 

Bill "An Act r.elating to the Cari
bou Municipal Court" (H. P. 1331) 
(L. D. 979) 

Resolve in favor of the Knox 
Memorial Association, Inc., for Sup
port and Maintenance of "Mont
pelier" CR. P. 617) (L. D. 283) 

REsolve relating to Fishing in 

Mosquito Brook in Aroostook 
County CR. P. 691) (L. D. 3(9) 

Were reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, Bills 
read the third time, Resolve read 
the second time, all passed to be 
engrossed and sent to the Senate. 

Amended Bill Tabled 

Bill "An Act Regulating the Use 
of Automatic Firearms" (H. P. 687) 
(L. D. 305) (Title Changed to "An 
Act Regulating the Use of Cer
tain Kinds of Firearms") 

Was reported by the Committee 
on Bills in the Third Reading, and 
on motion by Mr. Gay of Damaris
cotta, tabled pending third read
ing. 

Orders of the Day 

On motion by Mr. Bell of Thom
aston, the House voted to take from 
the table the seventeenth tabled 
and unassigned matter, Commit
tee Amendment "A" to Bill "An 
Act relating to the Digging or Tak
ing of Clam-Worms" (H. P. 195) (L. 
D. 58) tabled on March 6th by that 
gentleman, pending adoption. 

Mr. Bell then offered House 
Amendment "A" to Committee 
Amendment "A" and moved its 
adoption. 

House Amendment "A" to Com
mitt'8e Amendment "A" read by the' 
C1erk as fO'llows: 

House Amendment "A" to Com
mittee Amendment "A" to H. P. 
195, L. D. 58, Bill "An Act Relating 
to' the Digging or Taking of Clam
Worms." 

Amend said Amendment by strik
ing out the figure "15" and insert
ing in place thereof the figure '17'. 

The I::PEAKER: Is it the pleas
ure of the House to adO'pt House 
Amendment "A" to CO'mmittee 
Anlendment "A"? 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from North Haven, Mr. Emer
son. 

Mr. EMERiSON: Mr. Speaker, this 
bill was heard before the Sea and 
Shore Fisheries Committee, and, by 
unanimous vO'te of the CO'mmittee, 
the Committee Amendment figure 
"15" was decided, that that would 
be the limit-that is, persO'ns 15 and 
under would be exempt from buy
ing a license. Therefore, Mr . 
Speaker and Members of the House, 
I move the adoption of Committee 
Amendm·ent "A" and not the 
amendment as presented this 
morning. 
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The SPEAKElR: The question is 
on the adoption of House Amend
ment "A" to Committee Amend
ment "A". All those in favor will 
say aye; those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

Committee Amendment "A" was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

Oommittee Amendment "A" to H. 
P. 195, L. D. 58, Bill "An Act Relat
ing to the Digging or Taking of 
Clam-Worms." 

Amend said bill by striking out 
the period at the end of the 8th 
line of said bill and inserting in 
place thereof the following: " pro
vided, however, that persons under 
15 years of age shall not be required 
to pay any license fees.' 

Thereupon Committee Amend
ment "A" was adopted. and tomor
row assigned for third reading of 
the Bill. 

On motion by Mr. Payson of 
Portland, the House voted to take 
from the table the fifth tabled and 
unassigned maHer, House Report 
"Ought not to pass" of the Com
mittee on Judiciary on Bill "An Act 
Providing for Combining the Office 
of Clerk of the Law Court and Re
porter of Decisions." (H. P. 16) (L. 
D. 5) tabled on February 21st by 
that gentleman, pending acceptance 
of report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog
nizes the gentleman from Portland. 
Mr. Payson. 

Mr. PAYSON: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I am sony 
that I note the absence of the 
gentleman from Portland, Mr. Con
nelhn. He was in his seat a few 
moments ago. I hope he will come 
in, in order to finish this argument. 

This bill wa.s one that was pro
vided by 'the Legislative Research 
Committee. The Reporter of De
cisions is an official whG takes the 
decisions of the Law Court, edits 
them, writes headnotes, and sees 
to their publication in that form 
which YGU know as the Maine Re
ports. Probably all of you members 
are familiar with that volume. 

The Reporter of Decisions under 
the existing law is appointed by the 
Governor, confirmed by the Coun
cil, and holds office at the pleasure 
of the Governor and Council. The 
job has from time to time been 
used as a political patronage prop
osition. It is in no way subject to 
the control of the Court, whose work 
it does. 

The handling of the printing of 
these reports is the most chaotic 
thing you ever saw. The Reporter 
of Decisions has a right to enter 
into a contract with the printer to 
print, bind and issue these reports, 
but has no autho'rity to bind the 
State of Maine for that purpose, 
and can make no profit out of the 
proposition even if a profit is in
volved. 

ThllJt is another situation whkh 
seemed to the committee needed 
reformation. The attorney for the 
Legislative Reseapch Committee 
consulted with the Chief Justi~e on 
the proposition of combining the 
RepoY'ter oJ De,cisions with the Clerk 
of the Law Court, making it one 
job with a salary of about $3,50:T, 
which seemed tJ' be a feasible prop
osition. 

The Clerk of the Law Court is a 
position most of you never heard 
of--I never did myself until this 
came up. The Reporter of Decis
i~ns has a, salary of $2000 plus clerk 
hIre. and the two clerks of the Law 
Court draw together $1500 a year, 
so the salary of $3500 which is set 
up in this combined position is no 
change from what has existed be
fore. The appointment under this 
bill would be made by the Chief 
Justice, and the Reporter of De
cisions would be under the control 
of the Chief Justice, so that the 
Reporter of Decisions would reflect 
the attitude and position of the 
Court. 

In order that the bill may be 
more easily killed-and I know that 
it. will, and I am not going to fight 
it-I am speaking merely to explain 
why the Legislative Research Com
mittee came in with this matter-I 
will move to substitute the bill for 
the report. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, concern
ing Bill "An Act Providing for Com
bining the Office of Clerk of the 
Law Court and Reporter of Decis
ions" H. P. 16) (L. D. 5) moves to 
substitute the bill for the "Ought 
not to pass" report of the commit
tee. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle
man from Portland, ~fr. Connellan. 

Mr. CONNELLAN: Mr. Sneaker. 
what the gentleman from portland. 
Mr. Payson, has said about this bill 
is undoubtedly true. This is a gond 
bm. At the present time conditions 
are exactly as he has stated. There 
is, however, one problem which was 
considered by the committee in re-
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porting "Ought not to pass" on this 
bill. At the present time the Law 
Court is divided between Portland 
and Augusta. It sits in Augusta 
one-half of the time and in Port~ 
land one-half of the time. It was 
deemed by the committee inex
pedient at the present time because 
of that situation to combine the two 
jobs. It would mean that when the 
Law Court left Portland to go to 
Augusta for its sitting that all the 
books and records of the Clerk of 
the Law Court and the Reporter 
of Decisions would have to be 
shipped to Augusta. Quarters would 
have to be established here for the 
occupant of the position and also 
quarterR in Portland. The nature 
of the work of the Reporter of 
Decisions is SUCll that it is necessary 
for him to have a permanent office. 
I think that if the time comes when 
the Law Court is established in one 
place, as I think it will be after the 
war. at that time a bill of this 
nature should receive passage, but 
at thiR time it should not in the 
estimation of the committee. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 

on the motion of the gentleman 
from Portland, Mr. Payson, to sub
stitute the bin for the "Ought not 
to pass" report of the committee. 
All those in favor of the motion 
will say yes; all those opposed no. 

A viva voce vote being taken, the 
motion did not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The question 
now before the House is on the ac
ceptance of the "Ought not to pass" 
report of the committee. Is it the 
pleasure of the House to accept the 
"Ought not to pass" report of the 
committee? 

Thereupon, the motion prevailed, 
and the "Ought not to pass" report 
of the committee was accepted and 
sent up for concurrence. 

The SPEAKER: The Ho~e m 
proceeding under Orders of the 
Day. 

If there is no further bUSiness, 
-the Clerk will read the notices. 

On motion by Mr. Cobb of Ban
gor, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock tomor
row morning. 




