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HOUSE 

Wednesday, February 28, 1945. 
The House met according to ad­

journment and was called to order 
by the Speaker. 

P,ayer bv the Rev. Mr. Staples 
of Gardiner. 

Journal of the pr'2vious session 
read and approved. 

Papers from the Senate 
S~nate Reports of Committees 

Ought to Pass 
E~ pert of the Committee on Le­

gal AiIairs r.2porting "Ought to 
pass" on BEl "An Act rclatiEg to 
the Fire 8nd Police Commission for 
the town of Skowhegan" (S. P. 251) 
fL. D. 633; 

Report of the Committee on 
r:rc~Wl1:) rFIJOrUng .same on Bill "An 
ACe to Pro,ide for the SUlTender 
by cllf Town of Conner of its Or­
ganiz,it:ou" \.S. P. 83) (L. D. 77) 

J-t2pcr~ of the same Conlmittee 
l'c],ol'ting' same on Bill "An Act to 
lOrO"ine fa,' the Surrender by Town 
of Trescott of its Organization" (S. 
P. 15';' I (L. D. 372) 

Came from the Senate the Re­
POTTS ,'ead and acc·epted and the 
Bills p:".sed to be engrossed. 

In the House, Reports were read 
and accfj:ted in concurrence and 
the Bills read twice and tomorrow 
assigl1E::. 

n!\;ssrrgcs and Documents 

The following Communication: 
STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
To the SpEake:' of the House of 

Representatives of the Ninety­
s2c2nd Legislature:: 
I ha,'e tl1e honor to herewith 

tl'an:':'1i: l'.ttested copies of the es­
tnnst.cs of expenses of fifteen coun­
ties ".'ithin the State for the yeaTS 
19~5 ond 194G. the same having 
b2En filed in this office according 
to the provisions of Sections 13 
and 14 of Chapter 79 of the Revised 
Statuks of 1944. 

TJ18 estimates for Washington 
County have not been received as 
of this date. 
(Signed) HAROLD 1. GOSS, 

Secretary of State. 
February 26, 1945. 

The Communication was read, 
and on motion by Mr. Ward of Mil­
linocket, was referred to the House 
Committee on County Estimates. 

The following Bill, transmitted by 
the Revisor of statutes, pursuant to 
Joint Order S. P. 124, was re­
ceiYed, and upon recommendation 
oJ the Committee on Reference of 
Bills, was referred to the following 
Committee: 

Judiciary 
Bill "An Act relating to the Lin­

coln Municipal Court" (H. P. 1315) 
(Pre,cented hv Mr. Gav of Dam-
arisc:Jtta)' . 

(O.·derccl printed) 
::::;'21lt ~lp for concurrence. 

0rp.ers 
Tabled 

Mr. Poulin of Rumford, present­
C~~ 1he following Ord'2r ~md moved 
1.TS pa~S3fte: 

OEDE,RED, the Senate concur­
ring, that H. P. 969, L. D. 585, Bill 
"I'm Act ~'elating to Real Estate 
Brokers" G,nd Heport of the Com­
mit~2" en Legal Affairs on same, 
b~ r·pca.lled frem the Legislative 
Files to the Ecu~c for further COl1-
s:ders t:on (E. P. 1316) 

(On motion by Mr. Ward of Mil­
lino[;Let tabled pending passage.) 

Tabled 
Mr. \Vard of Millinocket, pre­

sented the followjng Order and 
moved its pa.ssag·c: 

OR.DERED, the SEnate COllcur­
ring, that there be paid to the Rep­
}.'es2nL2~tiv-es at t.he Leg'islature of 
the PeI::ob~coG nnd Passamaquoddy 
Tribe.o of Indians the amount fixed 
bv law for the-ir attendan'ci.:, to­
gether with mil2age (II. P. 1317) 

(On motion by Mr. Ward of Mil­
linocket. tabled pending passage.l 

HIH!Se Repol't~ of Committees 
Divided Report 

Tabled 
:'vIaiorib' Repert of the Commit­

tee on Judiciary reporting "Ought 
not to pa.ss" on Bill "An Act relat­
in" to Civil Actions for Death" (H. 
P. 244) (L. D. 90) 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing membel's: 
Messrs. DOW' of Oxford 

DUNBAR of Washington 
Miss CLOUGH of Penobscot 

-of the Senate. 
Messrs. PERKINS of Boothbay 

Harbor 
CONNELLAN of Portland 
WARD of Millinocket 
WILLIAMS of Auburn 
HASKELL of Portland 

-of the House. 
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• 
Minority Report of same Com­

mittee reporting "Ought to pass" on 
same Bill. 

Report was signed by the fol­
lowing members: 
Messrs. PASCUCCI of Sanford 

PEIRCE of Aug·usta 
-of the House. 

(On motion by Mr. Perkins of 
Boothbay Harbor, the two Re­
ports, with accompanying papers, 
tabled pending acceptance of either 
Report) 

Divided Report 
Tabled 

Majority Report of the Oommit­
tee on Judiciary reporting "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An Act with 
reference ,to ,Pleading ,and Proving 
Contributory 'Negligence" (H. P. 
330) (L. D. 117) 

Report was signed by the follow­
ing members: 

'Messrs. DOW of Oxford 
DUNBAR of Washington 

Miss CLOUGH of Penobscot 
-of the Senate. 

Messrs. WARD of Millinocket 
PERKINS of Boothbay 
Harbor 
HASKELL of PortI-and 
WILLIAMS of Auburn. 
BASOUOOI of Sanford 

-of the House. 
Minority Report of same Oom­

mittee reporting "Ought to pass" on 
same Bill. 

Report was signed by 'the follow­
ing members: 

Messrs. CONNELLAN of Portland 
PEIRCE of Augusta 

-of the House. 
(On motion "by Mr. Perkins of 

Boothbay Harbor, the two Reports, 
with aDcompanying papers, tabled 
pending acceptance of either Re­
port) 

Inexpedient 
Mr. WilHams from the Oommrttee 

on Judichry on Bill "An Act Re­
pealing the Maine Civilian Defense 
Corps" (H. P. 877) (L. D. 440) re­
ported 'vhat legislation thereon is 
inexpedient. 

Report was read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Leave to Withdraw 
Mr. Morrison from the Oomm~ttee 

on Publioc Utilities on Bill "An Act 
Oreating the Madawa·ska Utilities 
District" (H. P. 987) (L. D. 550) re­
ported leave to withdraw. 

Mr. Downs from the Committee 
on Salaries and Fees repol'ted same 
on Bill "An Act relating to the 

Compensation of the Oounty Com­
missioners of Penobscot COUll'ty" (H. 
P. lOll (L. D. 32) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Ought Not to Pass 
Mr. Smtth from ,the Oommittee on 

Agriculture reported "Ought not to 
pass" on Bill "An Act to Authorize 
Searles F. Clement to Pftactiice Vet­
erinary Surgery, Medicine, and Den­
tistry" (H. P. 487) (L. D. 198) 

Mr. Sweetser from same Commit­
tee reported same on Bill "An Act 
relating to the Sale of Ice" (H. P. 
307) (L. D. 107) 

Mr. Oonnellan from the Commit­
tee on Judiciary reported same on 
Bill "An Act relating to Disclosure 
Commissioners" (H. P. 952) (L. D. 
576) 

Reports were read and accepted 
and sent up for concurrence. 

Tabled 
Mr. Williams fromtJhe Commit­

tee on Judiciary reported "Ought 
not ,to pass" on Bill "An Ad relat­
inO' to EmplOoyees in Military or 
N;val or Merchant Marine Service" 
(H. P. 810) (L. D. 503) 

(On motion by Mr. Oarpenter of 
Augusta, tabled pending acceptance 
of Committee Report) 

Mr. Rankin from the Committee 
on Legal Affairs repOorted "Ought 
not to pass" on Bill "An AlC,t relat­
ingto the state Racing Oommis­
sion" (H. P. 970) (L. D. 586) 

Mr. Weeks from same Oommit,tee 
reported same on Bill "An Ad re­
lating to Public Dumping Grounds" 
(H. P. 1003) (L. D. 806) 

Mr. Judkins from the Committee 
on State Lands and Forest Preser­
va:tion reported same on Resolve 
Authorizing the Forest Oommission­
er to Convey Certain Land in Aroos­
took Oountv tOo Thomas Guerette. of 
Guerette (lH. P. 743) (L. D. 411) 

Reports were read and aecepted 
and sent up for -concurrence. 

Tabled 
'Mr. Dutton from the Committee 

on State Lands and Forest Preser­
vation r€ported "Ought not to THSS" 
on Resolve Authorizing the Forest 
Commissioner to Convey Oertain 
Land to Herbert R. Dow, of Argyle 
(H. P. 859) (L. D. 516) 

(On motion hy Mr. Rollins of 
Greenville, tabled pending accept­
ance of Committee Report) 
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Mr. RDllins frDm the CDmmittee 
en St3!te Lands and FDrest Preser­
vatiDn repDl'ted "Ought nDttD pass" 
'On ResDlve AuthDrizing the FDrest 
OommissiDner to CDnvey Certain 
Land in Washington ODunty tD 
George Wingate, 'Of Hallowell (H. P. 
744) (L. D. 412) 

RepDrt was read and accepted 
and sent up fDr CDncurrence. 

Ought to Pass 
Printed Bill 

Mr. CDnnellan frDm the CDmmit­
tee on Judkiary repDrted "Ought 
to pass" on Bill "An Act relating 
to Duties 'Of Clerks of CDurts and 
Registers of Deeds in Judgment in 
Real ActiDns" (H. P. 812) (L. D. 420) 

RepDrt was read and aceepted, 
and the Bill, having already he en 
printed, was read twiee under sus­
pensiDn 'Of the rules and tDmDrrow 
assigned. 

Passed to be, Engrossed 
Bill "An Act relating tD the Bee 

Industry" (H. P. 306) (1,. D. 113) 
Bill "An Act relating tD Jurisdic­

tion of ViDlatiDns of the Inland 
Fisheries and Game Laws" (H. P. 
823) (L. D. 427) 

Bill "An Act relating tD Assign­
ment 'Of Counsel by the SuperiDr 
CDurt" (H. P. 824) (L. D. 428) 

Bill "An Act relating tDState 
Bureau of IdentificatiDn" (H. P. 
946) (L. D. 526) 

Were reported by the CDmmittee 
'On Bills in the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed tD be en­
grDssed and sent tD the Sena,te. 

On mDtiDn by Miss Deering 'Of 
Bath. HDuse Rule 25 was suspended 
fDr the remainder 'Of tDday's ses­
siDn, in order tD permit smDking) 

Amended Bills 
Bill "An Act relating tD the As­

sessment and CDllection 'Of State, 
CDunty and F'brestry Distrtct Taxes 
in ,the Un 'Organized TerritDry" (H. 
P. 446) 'L. D. 173) 

Bill "An Act relatingtD Absent 
VDting" CR. P. 953) (L. D. 577) 

Were repDrted by the CDmmittee 
en Bills in 'the Third Reading, read 
the third time, passed tD be en­
grDssed as amended and sent tD the 
Senate. 

Passed to be Enaded 
ED1ergency nieasure 

An Act tD CDnfer JurisdictiDn 
upDn the United states District 

CDurt 'Of Maine (H. P. 327) (L. D. 
110) 

Was repDrted by the CDmmittee 
'On . EngrDssed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrDssed. This being an 
emergency D1easure and a tWD­
thirds vDte 'Of all the meD1bers 
elected tD the HDuse being neces­
sary, a divisiDn was had. 131 vDted 
in favor 'Of same and nDne against, 
and accDrdingly the Bill was passed 
tD be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent tD the senate. 

ED1ergency nieasure 
An Act PrDviding fDr the PrDDf 

'Of Wills where Subscribing Wit­
nesses are Unavailable, by reaSDn 
'Of Service in the Armed FDrces 'Of 
the United States (H. P. 650) (L. 
D. 299) 

Was repDrted by the CDmmittee 
'On EngrDssed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrDssed. This being an 
emergency D1easure and a tWD­
thirds vDte 'Of all the members 
elected tD the HDuse being neces­
sary, a divisiDn was had. 133 vDted 
in favDr 'Of same and nDne against, 
and aceDrdingly the Bill was passed 
tD be enacted, signed by the 
Speaker and sent tD the Senate. 

Passed to be Enacted 
An Act tD DissDlve the PDrtland 

and Ogdensburg Railway (S. P. 40) 
(L. D. 4) 

An Act relating to the DefinitiDn 
'Of ChirDpractic Service (S. P. 65) 
(L. D. 44) 

An Act relating tD the Use 'Of the 
Prefix "Dr." by ChirDpractDrs (S. 
P. 66) (L. D. 45) 

An Act relating tD the Examina­
tiDn 'Of Applicants fDr the Practice 
'Of ChirDpractic (S. P. 67) (L. D. 46) 

An Act relating tD Sale by CDm­
missiDner 'Of Inland Fisheries and 
Game 'Of Arms and AmmunitiDn 
(s. P. 100) (L. D. 181) 

An Act relating tD IntDxicatiDn 
(S. P. 101) (L. D. 180) 

An Act relating to the EducatiDn­
al Requirements fDr ChirDpractic 
QualificatiDns (H. P. 155) (L. D. 
52) 

An Act relating tD TerminDIDgy 
en CertificatiDn fDr the Practice 'Of 
ChirDpractic (H. P. 156) (L. D. 53) 

An Act relating tD Use 'Of Gill 
Net in Taking White Fish (H. P. 
321) (L. D. 108) 

An Act relating tD OutdDDr Ad­
vertising CR. P. 325) (L. D. 105) 

Were repDrted by the CDD1mittee 
'On EngrDssed Bills as truly and 
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strictly engrossed, passed to be en­
acted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate) 

Tabled 
An Act to Increase the State 

Contingent Account (H. P. 405) (L. 
D. 161) 

(On motion by Mr. Rollins of 
Greenville, tabled pending passage 
to be enacted) 

An Act relating to the Deposit of 
Bonds, Notes, Etc., of the United 
States of America (H. P. 408) (L. 
D. 163) 

An Act to Simplify Payments for 
Employees' Retirement System (H. 
P. 420) (L. D. 190) 

An Act relating to the Expense 
Fund of the State Employees' Re­
tirement System (H. P. 421) (L. D. 
191) 

An Act to Authorize Penobscot 
County Water Company to Supply 
the Inhabitants of the town of Ed­
dington with Water for Domestic 
and Other Purposes (H. P. 439) (L. 
D. 193) 

An Act relating to Castine Game 
Preserve (H. P. 510) (L. D. 246) 

An Act Amending' the Charter of 
the city of Bango'!' (E. P. 528) (L. 
D. 209) 

An Act relating to the Fire De­
partment of the city of Portland 
CH. P. 531) (L. D. 211) 

An Act relating to Municipal 
Pla.nning and Zoning (H. P. 553) 
(L. D. 212) 

An Act relating to the Registra­
tion of voters (H. P. 526) (L. D. 
257) 

An Act relating to Duties of Town 
Clerks as to Discharges of Soldters 
and Sailors (H. P. 647) (L. D. 298) 

An Act to Make Valid the Acts 
and DOings of Riverside Cemetery 
Association of Cape Elizabeth and 
to AuthoTize the Tmnsfer by that 
Association and the Acceptance by 
the Inhabitants of the town of Cape 
Elisabeth of that Association's Gem­
etery and Trust Funds (H. P. 651) 
(L. D. 317) 

An Act relating to the Rules and 
Regulations of Nasson College (H. 
P. 654) (L. D. 264) 

An Act Amending the ChaTteT of 
the city of Bangor (H. P. 659) (L. 
D. 267) 

Were Teported by the Gommittee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, passed to be 
enacted, signed by the Speaker and 
sent to the Senate. 

FinaHy Passed 
Tabled 

Resolve authorizing Kennebec 
Towage Company to BTing Suit at 
Law Against the State of Maine 
(E. P. 331) (L. D. 146) 

(On motion by Miss Deering of 
Bath, tabled pending final passage) 

Resolve in favoT of John H. Per­
kins of Brunswick (H. P. 507) (L. D. 
248) 

Was r.eported by the Committee 
on Engrossed Bills as truly and 
strictly engrossed, finally passed, 
signed by the Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

Orders of the Day 
Mr. Downs of Rome was granted 

unanimous consent to address the 
House. 

Mr. DOWNS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members ~ the House: For the first 
time in the three terms which it 
has been my privilege to serve in 
this body, I am confronted with a 
duty which I wish might have gone 
by default. I find myself in the po­
sition this morning of having to 
ask for the first time for unanimous 
consent to present a resolve. This 
is not in any wise a controversial 
measure, but it is of considerable 
importance to the party involved. 

Without further remarks, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to present a resolve. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from· Rome, Mr. Downs, asks unani­
mous consent to introduce a re­
solve. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears no objection. The Clerk will 
read the title. 

Resolve providing for a State 
pension for Mable Gordon Dunn of 
Vienna (H. P. 1318) 

On motion by Mr. Downs, the re­
solve was referred to the Commit­
tee on Pensions and sent up for 
concurrence. 

Mr. Gross of Jefferson was 
gmnted unanimous consent to ad­
dress the House. 

Mr. GROSS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: Sev~ral 
years ago in the town of Jefferson 
a farm of some three hundred acres 
was stripped of its two to three 
million feet of lumber by an out-of­
state concern, its value reduced to 
an assessed tax value of some six 
hundred dollars, and abandoned to 
its fate. In time, taxes accrued up­
on this property; it was duly ad-
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vertised and legally sold to one of 
the residents for the sum of $321. 

The highway roughly divides this 
property into an east and west sec­
tion, and the east section is com­
posed of some forty acres of field 
and pasture on which there is a 
nearly run-out gravel pit, and the 
rest useless swamp. 

In 1933 the Federal Government 
leased this east section for the pur­
pose of establishing a Civilian Con­
servation Corps Camp, and agreed 
to pay a $3()O per annum rental, and 
then erected its buildings thereon. 

In 1940. these buildings were 
transferred to the State of Maine. 
The Department of Health and 
Welfare established a home for 
aged male indigents whom previ­
ously they had boarded out at vari­
ous rooming houses throughout the 
state at considerable cost to the 
taxpayers. The lease also was 
transferred and the department 
continued to pay the $300 a year 
rent according to those terms. In 
Amil of this year, that lease expir­
ed and the Department of Health 
and Welfare, anxious to continue 
its service to the public and main­
tain this home, desires to purchase 
this property. 

The camp has proven a valuable 
asset, both as an institution and in 
reducing the cost of maintenance of 
its inmates. 

On Tuesday last, February 20th, 
H. P. 1298, L. D. 943 was laid before 
'this body, authorizing the Governor 
and Council to order such a pur­
chase. This resolve called for an 
expenditure of $3,800. It is the 
opinion of the assessors and the 
town of Jefferson and a number of 
the citizens who are interested and 
know the facts, that this is a pre­
posterous demand. They brought it 
to my attention and asked if there 
were not some way that the State 
could take that property 'by right of 
eminent domain and pay a fair 
figure for it. The Attorney Geneml's 
offi.ce advises that neither the State 
of Maine nor any other person has 
the right of eminent domain 'to re­
ceive property for this type of pur­
pose as it does for highways, parks 
and other public measures, and, in 
order to aceomplish it, it would re­
quire special legislation. 

As this resolve was in the office 
of the Revisor of Statutes some time 
after the date set by legislative ord­
er, making it impossible ,to intro­
duce a remedial measure,and we 
were not familiar with the content 

of the bill or 'the proposal in it 
until too late, it becomes necessary 
to ask unanimous consent to intro­
duce a bill at this time to grant to 
the State the right of eminent do­
main in acquiring this property. 

We feel there is a principle in­
volved here. Is it possible for any­
one who has land that the State 
might wish to utilize 'to hold up 
the Sta;te Treasury for a six hun­
dred per cent interest on his invest­
ment? We hear of that being done 
by 'Other governmental agencies, but 
we do not feel we want it done here 
in Maine. We feel ,that the state 
of Maine should have the right in 
a ease of this type, or in similar 
cases, to take land at a fair figure 
after just appraisal by the County 
Commissioners, under whose j-uris­
dicti'On it would lie, and give the 
seller his constitutional right of ap­
peal ,to the courts, and thereby 
utilize it to its best advantage. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I rugain 
ask unanimous consent to present 
a bill which will p'ermit the State 
to freely exercise its right of emi­
nent domain in this and similar 
cases for ,the interests 'Of the tax­
payers therein. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Jefferson, Mr. Gross, asks un­
animous consent to introduce a bill. 
Is there objection? The Chair hears 
no objection. The Clerk will read 
the title. 

Bill "An Acct Providing for the 
taking of Property by the State by 
right of Eminent Domain" (H. P. 
1319) 

On motion by Mr. Gross, the bill 
was referred to the Committee on 
Judiciary, ordered printed, and sent 
up for concurrence. 

On mOltion by Miss Deering, of 
Bath, the House voted to ,take from 
the ta;ble the fifteenth tabled and 
unassigned matter, New Draft (H. 
P. 1309) (L. D. 956) of Bill "An Act 
Relating to a Pension Plan for Em­
ployees of the City 'Of Lewis,ton," 
(fl. P. 429 (L. D. 237), trubled on 
FE,bruary 23rd by that genUewoman 
pending first reading. 

The BPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentlewoman from Bath, 
Miss Deering. 

Miss DEER,ING: Mr. Speaker, 
this bill was tabled awaiting the 
printing of the new draft. The new 
draft has been printed and distrib­
uted to the members. Therefore, I 
move that the bill be given its first 
two readings at this time. 
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Thereupon the bill was given its 
two several readings and tomorrow 
assigned for third reading. 

On motion by Mr. Ward of Milli­
nocket, the House voted to take 
from the table the seventeenth tab­
led and unassigned matt,er, Bill "An 
Act Creating a Board of Examiners 
for Electrcians," (H. P. 1303) (L. D. 
948), which in the House on Feb­
ruary 21st was referred to the Com­
mittee on Judiciary and sent up for 
concurrence. Came from the Sen­
ate referred to the Committee on 
Legal Affairs in non-concurrence, 
and tabled on February 27th by Mr. 
Ward, pending further considera­
tion; and on further motion by Mr. 
Ward, the House voted to insist 
upon its former action whereby the 
bill was referred to the Committee 
on Judiciary. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

On motion by Mr. Donahue of 
Biddeford, the House voted to taKe 
from the table the fourth t:l,bled 
and unassigned matter, Majority 
Report "Ought to pass" as amended 
by Committee Amendment 'A" and 
Minnrity Report "Ought not to 
pass" of the Committee on Legal 
Affairs on Bill "An Act Creating 
a Division of Community Recreation 
Under the State Park Commission" 
(S. P. 50) (L. D. 13), which came 
from the Senate with the Majority 
Report accepted and bill passed to 
he engrossed as amended; tabled on 
February 20th by that gentleman 
pending acceptance of either report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
niz,es the gentleman from Bidde­
ford, Mr. Donahue. 

Mr. DONAHUE: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: This bill 
was heard by the Legal Affairs 
Committee. There were no oppo­
nents who appeared at the hearim;, 
yet two members of the Legal M­
fairs Committee saw fit to file a 
minority report that this bill ought 
l!ot to pass, and I shall briefly out­
lme to you my reasons, ,as one of 
the members who signed the minor­
ity report, for signing that report. 
All except one of the proponents of 
the bill stressed the fact that under 
the first section of the bill this State 
bureau which was being created and 
which will be created if you enact 
this bill as a part of the State Park 
Commission would render assistance 
to the community only upon request. 

However, one of the proponents for 
the measure who had not listened to 
the remarks of some of the previous 
speakers, made the remark that if 
this State bureau is created it will 
permit the State director and his 
assistants tOo go into the several 
ciUes and towns of the State and 
wake up the leaders in those cities 
and towns as to their duties in re­
gard to community r,ecreation. Pos­
sibly that speaker did not intend 
to say that, but that is one of the 
dangers which I consider we are 
faced with if we pass this bill. 

If my recollection serves me right, 
the State Park Commission was 
cr,eated in 1937 as an honorary com­
mis.sion, and prior to that time your 
State parks were under the direc­
tion of the Superintendent of State 
Buildings. The committee was told 
that the Department of Education 
did not want this division of com­
munity recreation added to that de­
partment. They were also told that 
the Department of Health and Wel­
fare did not want this division of 
community recreation added to 
that department, and therefore they 
were changing over this honorary 
cOommittee known as the Park Com­
mission into a new State bureau. 

Those of us who served in the 
last Legislature will recall that an 
act was passed creating a commis­
sion fOol' the purpose of construc­
tion of a state building, and at the 
special session the Legislature 
amended the act so it provided for 
the construction of state buildings. 
We are all familiar with the fact 
that at the present time our de­
partments are spread all over Au­
gusta and there is a need for a 
new state building, but if we pass 
this act we may have to build a 
third state building. 

Nothing was said by any of the 
proponents of this measure in re­
gard to two other items which ap­
pear in this bill. Under Section 
23-0 it provides that this State 
Park Commis.sion, which in 1937 
was created as Ian honorary com­
mission, is to receive and admin­
ister federal, state and other funds, 
from whatever sources provided, for 
carrying out the purposes of this 
Act. I say when you place this 
Park Commission in that position 
you are creating a new State 
bureau. If the Legislature wants 
to create a new state bureau, all 
right, but I think we have state 
bureaus enough. 
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While there was great stress laid 
upon the fact that it was to assist 
communities, still under Section 
23-F, sub-division 6, it provides that 
this department shall cooperate 
with commercial recreation inter­
ests in the promotion of wholesale 
recreation opportunities. 

I say, ladies and gentlemen of 
this Legislature, it was for that 
purpose that we created the Maine 
Development Commission, to pro­
mote the recreational facilities of 
the State of Maine. That is a job 
we ga.ve to them. If we pass this 
bill as it is, we are setting up an­
other bureau or bureaus to per­
form the same service, and we 
have a bureau now that is perform­
ing those services in an admirable 
manner, and you are going to have 
a conflict in those bureaus. 

For those reasons I signed the 
minority "Ought not to pass" re­
port. I now move, Mr. Speaker, 
that the "Ought not to pass" re­
port be accepted. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman 
from Biddeford, Mr. Donahue, 
moves the acceptance of the mi­
nority "Ought not to pass" report 
of the committee. The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker and 
Members: This would not be the 
first time that the gentleman from 
Biddeford, Mr. Donahue, and I 
have disagreed on various bills that 
came before this body. I am not 
going into a long detail of what 
this involves, but I canot see where 
it creates another commission, so 
to speak. In other words, when 
this bill was discussed we already 
had a Park Commission and we felt 
this was the place where this par­
ticular thing should be placed. The 
Park Commission has seen fit to 
accept this. 

I feel in the past we have done 
too little for our youth. We are 
very much concerned today as to 
their future. They are bewildered 
today and so are we. I just want 
to cite one fact and have you keep 
it in mind: The F. B. 1. is very 
much interested in this thing and 
along this particular line, because 
figures have shown that we have 
had much less youth delinquency. 
If, for no other reason, I believe 
this bill has plenty of merit, and 
I hope the motion of the gentle­
man from Biddeford, Mr. Donahue, 
does not prevail. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from West­
brook, Mr. Warren. 

Mr. WARREN: Mr. Speaker, as 
one who signed the minority re­
port, it seems necessary for me to 
say a word or two on this matter. 

This bill has a very impressive 
sponsorship: the proponents are 
people who have been work'ing in 
these civic organizations and who 
have done very useful work. They 
naturally would like to salvage 
something from the results they 
have accomplished. 

Now for one who has taken no 
part in that work to throw any ob­
struction in the way of the passage 
of this act may seem a strange pro­
ceeding, and I feel that way my­
self. But when a group comes to 
this Legislature asking fOol' some­
thing, it is the duty of the Legis­
lature to scrutinize the propnsition 
carefully, and, perhaps, from a 
little different viewpoint than that 
of the proponents who are carried 
away with enthusiasm in their 
proposition. 

These matters, of course, usually 
are settled in the committee. This 
time, however, it seemed that the 
members of the committee had 
made up their minds·; there was 
no discussion and there were no 
opponents. But I !also had made 
up my mind to vnte against it. and 
I could not conSistently do other­
wise than Sign the minority report. 

Now these people are not asking 
for very much in money-$15,OOO­
but they are asking for something 
very much more. serious, and that 
is the establishment of another 
State agency which dips into a field 
which so far has been free from 
State control or supervision, and 
that is very serious. 

My own opinion is that this bill 
will not accomplish what they ex­
pect of it, but that is just an opin­
ion and you are probably not in­
terested in it. But I do want to 
present to you two facts with 
which you must agree. The first 
is that when you establish a State 
agency you never abolish it; and 
t?e second is that when you estab­
lIsha State agency that agency 
commences to grow and it never 
stops growing. 

The total cost of running the 
state ;is reaching alarming propor­
tions, and the thing that has trou­
bled me a great deal here in the 
Legislature is that we seem to be 
powerless to control at all those ex­
penditures. Maybe it is a little 

• 
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easier for us to stop one before it 
starts, because we certainly are not 
able to curb it Mter it starts. 

I know a little something about 
community recreaMon, because we 
hav'e it in our community. What is 
needed for that community recrea­
tion is a director, a man who is 
competent to direct those activities; 
and he must have some facilities. 
Now that director is responsible to 
the p.eople, and he can carryon 
and do something worth while. I 
believe no community can have 
successful activities of that kind 
without that set-up. 

You say iit takes some money. The 
State does not propose -to furnish 
this money, but it proposes to fur­
nish the direction. Now I say that 
aHer you have that proper set-up 
y'Ou do nOit need any direction, and, 
before you have that set-up and 
the money provided, 'there is noth­
ing to do for the State 'agency; so it 
becomes necessary for that State 
agen~y ,to be simply a promoting or­
ganization~that is, they go to the 
towns and encourage the bowns to 
raise the money to carryon this 
work. That is no,t wha't 'they are 
talking about, but that is the thing 
they would have to do, the only 
thing 'that is leH for 'them to do. It 
does not seem to me i:t is necessary. 
I do not think it is extremely nec­
essary, and I say to you: "Before 
you start a thing of 'this kind, be 
sure it is exceedingly important." 

This bill does not provide for ali.Y 
large amount of money now, but it 
is a field that will certainly grow, 
and it is a very prolific field for 
expansion of such an agency. The 
State is already spending too much 
mOoney in that direc'tion, and we 
can see that this Legislabure is go­
ing to do a ,great deal in adding to 
our expenditures which will be add­
ed on top of our normal eXDen­
ditures. I say to you: "Do nOit do it 
unless it is extremely important." 

You memberrs see what my ob­
jection is. I do not like too much 
State control. I think we have too 
much of it already, and I do not 
want ,to see it start in another 
field. 

This is not holding up recrrea­
tion: rrecreation has gone on here­
tofore, and it will go on in the 
future. If this would do everything 
they expect of it, of course I would 
be for it, but I do not think that it 
will do it. I do not think I am do­
ing the State any injustice in call­
ing your attention to this objection, 

and I ask you to consider carefully 
before you elCpress yom vote. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair rrecog­
nizes the gentleman from Portland, 
Mr. Allen. 

Mrr. ALLEN: Mrr. Speaker, it is 
considered good judgment no doubt 
forr new members of the Legislature 
to stay in theirr seats most of their 
first session here, but I could not 
conscientiously let this "Ought not 
to paEs" report be a,ccepted by this 
body because I feel, rightly or 
wrongly, that if there ever was a 
bill intrroduced this session f'Or the 
benefit of our people, then this is 
that bill. I do not like bureaus and 
bureaucrats any more than the rre~t 
of you. This is a differrent prop~l­
tion. ~ This is an agency WhICh 
would help n'Ot only our voung peo­
ple, that is true, but it would help 
all the people of our state. It 
would not let these recreational 
groups down who have just started 
up; it would give them encourage­
ment togo on. 

The gentleman from Aroostook 
(Mr. Brewer) stressed the attitude 
of the F.B.I. I would like to call 
to your attention one thing: It is 
very easy for us to vote twenty, 
twenty-five orr fifty thousand dollars 
orr more for projects we can see 
with our own eyes, for brridges and 
pavements, but it is not always so 
easy to get money that you cannot 
put your hands on in a material 
sort of way. 

I would be in favor of this 
measure if it contemplated spending 
thirty thousand dollars, because I 
fe'el that this measure, with the 
paltry sum of fifteen thousand dol­
lars, is an investment in good citi­
zenship and the State will need that 
in the yearrs to come. I hope you 
wiN abide by the majority report 
forr the sake of the young people 
and the older people of the St'tte 
of Maine and pass this measurre 
which is for the benefit of all of us. 

The SPEAKER: The Chairr rreeog­
nizes the gentleman from Rockland, 
Mr. Bird. 

Mr. BlED: Mr. Speakerr, the city 
of Rockland is very much interested 
in this bill. During the past few 
years we have had a serrious prob­
lem created by the service men be­
ing thrust upon our -city in larrge 
numbers. In solving the problem of 
recreation for the service men, we 
found we have been neglecting our 
own boys and gir}s at home, not 
only in the past two or three years, 
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but for several years back. The 
city intends to do something about 
the recreation problem after the 
war and from now on. They would 
like to have assistance from a state 
organization or an organization that 
has a wider source of information 
on the problem of recreation. I 
urge you to support the majority 
report. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recog­
nizes the gentleman from Caribou, 
Mr. Collins. 

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to go on record as favor­
ing the majority "Ought to pass" 
report on this measure. I believe 
it is for the best interest of the 
State that we do that and provide 
this group who can furnilili an 
advisory council to the different 
communities of the State to help 
develop the welfare of the young 
people. 

The SPEAKERS: The Chair rec­
ognizes the gentleman from Presque 
Isle, Mr. Brewer. 

Mr. BREWER: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that when the vote is taken, 
we have a division of the House. 

The SPEAKER: The question is 
on the motion of the gentleman 
from Biddeford, Mr. Donahue, that 
the House accept the minority re­
port "Ought not to pass". The gen­
tleman from Presque Isle, Mr. 
Br>ewer, asks for a division. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Greenville, Mr. Rollins. 

Mr. ROLLINS: Mr. Speaker and 
Members of the House: I hate to 
d.iffer with my colleague from 
Presque Isle, Mr. Brewer, but I no­
tice he said that the Park Commis­
sion had gladly accepted this little 
side issue. Perhaps the members of 
the House do not realize that the 
sponsors of this bill-this must leg­
islation-made every effort to have 
the Department of Health and Wel­
fare accept this under their wing, 
but the Commissioner refused. Then 
they went to the Department of 
Education but that department did 
not want to sponsor it. After much 
pressure was brought to bear, the 
little Park Commission, which we 
established in 1935, and which has 
been struggling along to do a ser-

vice to the state of Maine, was 
lobbied or pushed into accepting 
the assignment. 

I just want to bring out one 
point: As a meml?er of this. Legisla­
ture in three seSSlOns, and In two or 
three special sessions, we have ac­
cepted separate gUts from Honor­
able Percival Baxter for the great 
Katahdin Park. This situation here, 
which takes in this community ser­
vice, a service absolutely foreign to 
our Park Commission, a duty en­
tirely different than any function 
the Park Commission is set up for, 
is the same situation that we have 
in several bills now before us which, 
in a sense. would put into oblivion 
some of the del)artments in the 
State House. I move, Mr. Speaker, 
that the "Ought not to pass" report 
be accepted. 

T1he SPEAKER: The question be­
fore the House is on the motion of 
the gentleman from Biddeford, Mr. 
Donahue, that the House accept the 
minority "Ought not to pass" report 
of the committee. All those in favor 
of accepting the minority report 
will rise and stand in their places 
until counted and the monitDrs 
have made and returned the count. 

A division of the House was had. 
Sixty having voted in the affirma­

'tive and fifty-four in ,the negative, 
the motion prevailed and the min­
or~ty report, "Ought not to pass" 
was accepted in non-conourrence 
and sent up for concurrence. 

,. The SPEAKER: The Chair notes 
the presence in the hall of the 
House of a former Speaker, and 
asks the Sergeant-at-Arms to con­
duct him to the rostrum. 

ThereuDon the Han. Georg-e D. 
Varney, Speaker of the 90th Legis­
la;ture, was conducted to the ros­
trum, amid the a;pplause of the 
House, the members rising. 

The SP'EAKER: The House is 
proceeding under Orders of the nay. 

If there is no further business, the 
Clerk will read ,the notices. 

On motion by Mr. Ward of Milli­
nocket, 

Adjourned until ten o'clock tomor­
row morning. 




